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AN ACT 



TO PROVIDE FOR CALLING A 



STATE CONVENTION 



IREAS, In the opinion of the (Icueral Assom- 

, the condition of public affairs demands 

a Convention of the people be railed, to 

;e such action as the interest and welfare 

tin- State may require: Therefore, 

ft enacted by the General Aeiembly of the 

\te of Muuouri, at follow*: 

jeatioa I. That an election fur delegates to a 

nation of the people of tho State of Mis- 

, shall be held ni tho several places of VOttng 

Ibis Stale, un Blondajr, the L8th day of Feb- 

, one thousand eight hundred and sixty -one, 

>«tu li election shall me managed and conducted 

by the Sheriff's, or other proper officers of the 

Counties respectively, in the same manner, and 

the some rales and regulations, as 

«re now prescribed by law for the election of 

members of the tieneral Assembly. And it is 

i be the duty of the Governor 

proclamation to the several sheriff* 

of Uie State, immediately after the passage of 

this art, requiting them to hold and conduct said 

ejection according to law; and the said sheriffs 

•hall ad villi-.- i h< lime nml place of holding said 

election for as long: a time as practicable, by 

publication in the- several newspapers of their 

respective counties, and by posting notices ut ten 

places in each county. 

Br.c. ute Senatorial District, as now 

ated by law, shall be entitled to elect three 

times, as many delegates to Bald Convent 

Ib now entitled to members Lathe 

N i person shall be a member of said 
■hall not have attained to the 
. who thill nol bt 
white i" of the United Slates, who shall 



not have been a citizen oi this State two years, 
and of tlic district which he represents one year 
next before his election. 

Sec. 1. In all districts composed of two or 
more counties, the Clerks of all the counties shall 
transmit to the Clerk of the county first named 
by the law now forming said districts, on the day 
succeeding said election, or u soon as possible 
thereafter, a certificate under their hands of the 
number of votes given for each candidate 1 1 1 
rMpeotlYt county; anil said returns shall be scut 
by special messengers, who shall receive the sum 
of Are dollars a day for their service to be paid 
out of the Treasury of the count)- from which 
■fid returns may be sent. The Clerk of the coun- 
ty to which returns shall bo made, after examin- 
ing the same, shall give to the persons showing 
the highest number of votes, according to the 
number of delegates to which each district is en- 
title I, certificates of election nnder the seal of his 
office; and said clerks shall also certify said re- 
turns to the Secretary of State, as now provided 
by law in case of the election of Senators, 

Sec. 5. Tho delegates elected tinder the pro- 
vision* of this net shall assemble at Jefferson 
City, on Thursday, tho 28th day of February , 
1861, Mtd organize themselves into a Convention, 
by the election of a President, and such other 
officers as they may deem necessary; and shall 
proceed to consider the then existing relations 
between the Government of the United States, 
the people and Governments of the different 
States, and tho Government and people of the 
State of Missouri; and to adopt sach m> 
for vindicating the sovereignty of the State and 
the protection, of i« htBlWn&QWft.iA AkKlw^^m 
to them to be. deman&eA. 



Sec. 0. Sail Convention shall adopt i*ucli rules 
and regulations for its government, and the pro- 
per transaction of business, as they shall think 
proper. They shall have the same privileges as 
the members of the General Assembly ni»w have, 
by law; and the officers, members and assistants 
of said Convention shall receive the same com- 
pensation ue is now allowed by law to the orll- 
cera, members and assistants of the House of 
Representatives; and said compensation shall be 
allowed and paid them in the fame manner. 

Sec. 7. In cases of contested elections t«j said 
Convention, the contending candidates shall pur- 
sue the same course and be governed by the same 
rules, as arc now prescribed by law in relation to 
contested elections fur members of the General 
Assembly; and the Convention shall be the judge 
of all such contested elections for membership 
therein. 

Sec. 8. In rase of vacancy occurring in said 
Convention, by death, resignation, or otherwise, 
of any member, the same; shall be filled in the 
same manner as now prescribed by law for tilling 
vacancies in the State Senate. 

Sec 9. All persons ipmlitied to vote for mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, under existing 
laws, shall be entitled to vote for delegates to 
said Convention. 

Sec. 10. Xo act, ordinance, or resolution of 
said Convention shall be deemed to be valid to 
change or dissolve- the political relations of this 
State to the Government of tho United States, or 
any other State, until a majority or the qualified 
voters of this State, voting upon tho question, 
shall ratify the same. 

SEC. 11. The County Clerks of the several 
counties, immediately after the returns shall lie 
made to his office, on said act or ordinance of 



said Convention, so submitted, shall certify the 
same to the office of the Secretary of State,, when 
the Governor shall announce, by proclamation, 
the result of said election. 

This act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage. 

Approved January 21, 1S61. 

I, B. F. Massey, Secretary of State, do hereby 
certify that tho foregoing act, entitled "An act 
to provide for calling a State Convention," is a 
true and iwtwl copy of the oi initial roll of said 
law now on iilo in this utluc. 

.-^r^v In testimony whereof, I have berc- 
MtKAIt j unto set my hand, and affixed the seal 
* ^IT^ of office. Done ut the city of Jeffer- 
son, the '.'1st day of January, 1891. 

II. F. MASSEY, 
Secretary of State. 



County: 



To the Sheriff of - 

In conformity with the requirements of tho 
foregoing law, I, C. F. Jackson, Governor of the 
State of Missouri, hereby direct and command 
that you cause tho notice of the time and place 
of holding said election within and for the coun- 
ty, of which you are the Sheiiff, to lie given in 
accordance with tho provisions of said law. 

/ft ">s. In testimony whereof, I have here- 
fSK.iii i j to set my name, and cau-e-i to be 
^HT^ affixed the Great So.tl of the State of 
Missouri. Done at tho City of Jefferson, this 
21st day of January, A. D. 1W1 ; of tho Inde- 
pendence of the United States the eighty-fifth, 
and of the State of Missouri the forrh-th. 

By the Governor: C. V. JACKSON. 

B. F. Massey, Secretary of State. 



NAMES OF THE DELEGATES 



STATE CONVENTION OF MISSOURI, 

WITH THE 

NATIVITY, AGE, PROFESSION AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 



Xunn of Members. Nativity -Age. Profession. Post office Address. 

Sterling Price, Prt$iilent. . Virginia 61. . . .Bank C omruiHi oner. Brunswick, Chariton county 

gam. A. I-uHi! Stcrttary.. Maryland 41. ...Clerk of Courts Georgetown, Pettis county. 

B. A. CampbclbfM'f. See. Missouri 20 Lawyer Bowling Green, Pike county. 

C.l*. Anderson, /JV A>?r.Tennessec 42 — Editor California. 

B. W. Gro» cr, Sery't-at-AA »hio 49. . . .Fanner Warrcnsburg. 

And. Monroe, Cltnplain.. Virginia 08 ...Minister Fayette. 

Allen, J. S Tcnncsse 40 — Merchant Bethany. Harrison county. 

Bartlctt, Orson Virginia 61 — Merchant BloomOcld, Stoddard county. 

Bass, £11 K. Tennessee 64. ... Farmer Ashland, Boone county. 

Bast, George Y Kentucky 43. ...Farmer Blilneland, Montgomery county. 

Birch James II Virginia 67... Lawyer 1'lattsburg, Clinton county. 

Bogy, Ja-cph Missouri 64 — Farmer St. Mary's Ld"g, Stc. Genevieve co- 

Breckinridge, Sam. M. .. .Kentucky 82 ...Judge Circuit Court.St. Louis. 

Broadhcad, Jas. O Virginia 41 — Lawyer St. Louis. 

Bridge. Hudson E New Hampshire. . . .60. . . .Merchant St. Louis. 

Brown, B. A Tennessee 61 ...Farmer Harrfconrillc, Cass county. 

Bush. Ifflilor Austria 89 Merchant St. Louis. 

Calhoun. Robert Ireland 67 Farmer Concord, Callaway county. 

Cayec, Milton I* Virginia 60 Merchant Fnnnington, St. Francis county. 

Cucnault, Jno. R Kentucky 61 — Judge Circuit Court,< arthage, Jasper county. 

Collier, Sam. C Missouri 36. ...Lawyer Fredcricktown, Madison county- 

Conungo, A Kentucky 41 ...Lawyer Independence. 

Crawford, Kobert YF Virginia 49. ...Lawyer Mt. Vernon, Lawrence county. 

Doniphan A. W Kentucky 62.... Lawyer Liberty, Clay county. 

Donnell, B. W North Carolina 42 Merchant & Banker,St. Joseph. 

Douglass, William Virginia 82 ...Lawyer Boonrille, Cooper county. 

Drake, Charles Kentucky 82 ...Lawyer California, Moniteau county 

Dunn, George W Kentucky 46. . . .Judge Circuit Court Richmond . 

Eltzen.Chaa. D Bremen 41. .. .Merchant Hermann. 



Name* of Member*. Httri Age. 

Frayser, Robert B Virginia 56.. 

Flood, Joseph Kentucky „.. .4*. . 

Foster, John 1) Kentucky 4' » . . 

Gamble, Hamilton B Virginia 88-. 

Gantt.Tlios T District Columbia. *<5. . 

(Hveni *i.F Kentucky 62.. 

Goriu, Henry M Kentucky ..48.. 

Gravely .1 J Virginia 82.. 

Hull, Wlllard V Virginia ... 10 . 

tHIl, William A Maine 46 . 

Harbin.A.S North CarOlm*.. .. 80., 

Halcher, Bobcrt A Virginia. 42. . 

Hen. l.-rson, John B Virginia 34.. 

Hendrick, Littleberry Virginia 91 , 

Bill, V. B Kentucky 82.. 

Hitchcock, Henry ..Alabama 31.. 

Roll&Mi Robert Pennsylvania 46. . 

Holt, John Kentucky... OB. - 

Hough, Harrison Kentucky 41).. 

How, John relintylTabfa -.80., 

Howell, Win J Kentucky 47 . 

Hudgina, Prince L-„ ... Kentucky 49 , 

Irwin, Joseph 31 Virginia 42. . 

labcll, Z Virginia 48.. 

Jackson, Wm Tennecaes 88. . 

Jamison, Robert W Kentucky ........ IB.. 

Johnson, Janus W Virginia 48 . . 

Kj.ld, Cbriatophcr G Kentucky 40.. 

Knott, J-Proc Kentucky 80.. 

Leper, Wm. T Tennessee 38.. 

I.inton, M. L... Kentucky .62... 

Long, JohnF iliMouri 44.. 

Marmnduke. Vincent Missouri.. 28.. 

Mai-Tin, Aaa C New Hampshire 46. . 

Slntfon, James T. Missouri 39.. 

Maupin, A. W ..Missouri 33.. 

McClnrg, J. W Missouri 18.. 

McCormack, Jos. B — . . .Missouri 34 .. 

McDowell, Nelson Illinois CO... 

ran, James Maryland .41... 

Meyer, Ferdinand Prussia ... 84... 

Morrow, W. L Tennessee 43 . 

Mow, James H. Miisouri ■ 45 . 

I, James C .Virginia 29.. 

Norton, B. H... Kentucky 89.. 

OlT| Sample Tennessee. .44. . 

l'hillips.Johu F Missouri 3fl.„ 

Pipkin, Philip Tennessee 40 . 

l'ome-roy, William G New York 48.. 

Rankin, Cha*. G Missouri. 63 „ 

Ray, Robert U Kentucky ,41 

Redd, John T. Kentucky 44. 

Rlichcy, M. H Tennessee . ... .49. 



Prnrraaion. uffloa Address 

Farmer Naylor'a Store, SI. c:, ■ 

..Farmer Fulton, Callaway county. 

..Lawyer . ...Kuksvitle, Adair count \ • 

I. iv, v.T St. Louis. 

. Lawyer St. Louis. 

..Lawyer Waterloo, {'lark comity. 

. Merchant Memphis, Scotland county. 

..Farmer Bear Creek, Cedar county. 

..Lawyer St. Joseph, Buchanan count} 

. Judge Circuit Court, D«rk»u!l<-, HamMpli county. 

..Farmer.... Washburna Fruit to, Barry count) 

..Lawyer .....New Madrid, M«w Madrid county 

..Lawyer ....Louisiana, Pike couuty. 

. Lawyer Springflvld, Greene county. 

..Lawyer-.., Wayueavllle, FuImU county. 

..Lawyer 8t. Louis. 

..Lumber Dealer SI. Louis. 

. . Farmer Dent Court House, Dent county. 

..Judge Circuit Court. Wolf Island, ftQaj. county 

..Tauiicl- ..fit, Louis. 

..Lawyer .Paris, Monroe county. 

..Lawyer Savannah, Andrew county. 

..Lawyer Shelby ville, Shelby county. 

..Farmer Linn, usage county. 

.Fanner ... .Newtown, Putnam county, 

..Fanner Marshfleld, Webster county. 

...Farmer. Bolivar 

. Lawyer.. « alhoun, Uenry county. 

. Lawyer Jefferson City, Cole county. 

Farmer G renvillc, Wayne county. 

.. Physician 8t. Loulv. 

. .Cirtl Engineer St- Louis- 

..Farmer. Marshall, Saline county. 

...Farmer. Clint uii, Hedry counly 

..Physician Saierton, Balls couuli. 

. .Blacksmith Union, Franklin county. 

. .Merchant Linn Creek. 

. . L'hysician Appleton, Perry county. 

. . Farmer , Greenneld, Dadecouuty . 

..Judgi' Circuit Court Gallatin, Daviess county. 

Leather Dealer St. Louis. 

. ..Merchant Buffalo, Dallas coanty. 

, Lawyer Liberty • Clay counly. 

..Lawyer Greene P. 0., Bollinger county. 

. . Lawyer Platte City. 

. .Lawyer Springfield, Green county. 

..Lawyer Georgetown, PcitU couuty. 

..Lawyer I rout on, Tron c-oUnty. 

. .Lawyer Stcclrillo, Crawford county. 

. . Merchant l'evcley, Jefferson county. 

..Lawyer Carrollton. 

Luwyer. . ,, Palmyra, Marlon county. 

..Farmer Ncwtonia, Newton county- 



Nunoi of Hemben. Natirit y . Age. Profession. Pott ofac* Address. 

Bob, James I* Maryland 48 Lawyer Versailles, Morgan county. 

Rowland, Frederick North Carolina 60 — Farmer Macon City. 

8»wyer, Samuel L New Hampshire.. . .46. . ..Lawyer Lexington, Lafayette county. 

Sajre, L\ K New Jersey 61 ...Farmer Montiocllo, Lewis county. 

Scott, Thomas Kentucky 44. ...Farmer Tuscumbia. 

Shackelford, Thomas Missouri 80 Lawyer Glasgow, Howard county. 

Shacki-: toi d, John H Kentucky 67. . . .Farmer Florissant, St. Louis county. 

Sheeley, James K Kentucky 48. . . . Jndge Com Fleas Ct Independence. 

Smith, Jacob Kontucky 44 — Lawyer Linncus, Linn county. 

Smith, 8oI New York 69. ...Lawyer St. Louis. 

Stewart, Bobert M New York 48 ...Lawyer St. Joseph, Buchanan county. 

Tlndall, Jacob T Kontucky 34. ...Lawyer Trenton, Grundy county. 

Tamer, W. W Illinois 24 ...Lawyer Lebanon, Laclede county. 

Waller, Joseph G Virginia 68 ...Farmer Marthasvllle, Warren county. 

Watkins, X. W Kentucky — Lawyer Jackson, Cape Girardeau county. 

Welch, Alkman Missouri 88 Lawyer Warrensburg, Johnson county. 

Wilson, Robert Virginia 68 ...Lawyer St. Joseph. 

Woodson, Warren Virginia 64.. ..Fanner Columbia, Boonecounty. 

Woolfolk, Alexander M. .Kentucky 26. . . .Lawyer Chlllcothe, Liringston county. 

Wright, Uriel Virginia 66.. ..Lawyer St. Louis. 

VanbusWrk, Ellxey Ohio 89.... Circuit Clerk Oregon, Holt county. 

Zimmerman, George W... Virginia 67 .. Farmer New Hope. 



JOURNAL 



OK TIIE 



STATE CONVENTION, 



Begun and held in the City of Jefferson, on Thursday, the 
28th day of February, A. D. 1861. 



In pursuance of the 5th section of nn net of 
the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, 
entitled "An Act to provide for calling of 
a State Convention," approved January 21, 
1SC0, the delegates to a Convention of the peo- 
ple of the State of Missouri, elected from the , 
several Senatorial Districts of the State, as 
provided by said law, met at the Court House , 
of Cole county, in the city of Jefferson, on 
Thursday the 28th day of February, A. D. | 
U61, that being the day fixed by law for that I 
purpose. 

On motion of Hon. Sample Orr, Hon. Ham- 
ilton II. Gamble, of the county of St. Louis, 
was called to the chair us President /to 
Um/firr. 

On motion of Mr Wilson, of Andrew coun- 
ty, Ja>i±:9 L. Minor was requested to act as 
Secretary jiro tempore. 

On motion of Mr. Sheki.ey, the Rev. Ax- 
drew Monroe opened the Convention with 
prayer. 

The roll of the Convention being called, the 
following gentlemen answered to their names : 

From the First Senatorial District — Joseph 
G. Waller, of St. Charles county; George W. 
Zimmerman, of Pike ; R. C. Calhoun, of Au- 
drain. 

From the Third Senatorial District — War- 
ren Woodson, of Boone county; Eli E. Bass, 
of Boone ; Joseph Flood, of Callaway. 



From the Fifth Senatorial District — Henry 
M. Gorin, of Scotland county; E. It. Sayre, of 
Lewis ; N. F. Givens, of Clark. 

From the Sixth Senatorial District — Thomas 
Shackelford, of Howard county; Sterling Price, 
of Cliariton ; William A. Hall, of Randolph. 

From the Seventh Senatorial District — Fred- 
erick Rowland, of Macon county; Joseph M. 
Irwin, of Shelby; John D. Foster, of Adair. 

From the Eighth Senatorial District— A. M. 
Woolfolk, of Livingston county; Jacob Smith, 
of Linn ; William Jackson, of Putnam. 

From the Ninth Senatorial District — Jacob T. 
Tindal, of Grundy county; John S. Allen, of 
Harrison ; James McFerran, of Daviess. 

From the Tenth Senatorial District — Robert 
D. Ray, of Carroll county; James II. Birch, of 
Clinton; George W. Dunn, of Ray. 

From the Eleventh Senatorial District — Rob- 
ert Wilson, of Andrew county. 

From the Twelfth Senatorial District.— Wil- 
lard P. Hall, of Buchanan county. 

From the Thirteenth Senatorial District — 
James II. Moss, of Clay county; Elijah D. Nor- 
ton, of Platte. 

From the Fourteenth Senatorial District — 
Robert A. Brown, of Cass comity; James K. 
Sheeley, of Jackson-, AbioXvawv Comvvv^, «& 
Jackson. 



I 'min the Fifteenth Senatorial District — Asa 
-in, nf Henry county; Aikm.ui Welch, 
nt Johnson ; Christopher G. Kidd, of Jfunry. 

I'mm the Sixteenth Senatorial District — J. 

-ninv; Samuel L. Saw- 
vir. "i. Lafayette; Vincent Marmaduke. of 
Saline 

From flu B«TBntB«n4 Senatorial District — 
John R, Chcnaull, of Jasper county; Nelson 
McDowell, of Dade; J.J. Gravely, of Cedar. 

1 mm the Eighteenth Senatorial District — 
Robert W. Crawford, of Lawrence county; A, 
S. Harbin, of Barry. 

, the Nineteenth Senatorial District — 
Sample Orr, of Greene county j lioln-rt W. 
Jamison, of Webster; Littlebury Hcndrick, oF 
Greene. 

From the Twentieth Senatorial District— 
W. W. Tnmcr, Of Laclede county; .hiincs W. 
Juhnsou, of Polk; William L. Morrow, of 
Dallas. 

Prom the Twenty-First Senatorial District — 
'A. label], of Osage county; Charles D. Eitzcn, 
ot Gasconade. 

From the Twenty-Second Senatorial Dis- 
trict — William G. Pomcroy, of Crawford coun- 
ty. John Holt, of Dent. 

I'mm the Twenty -Third Senatorial Dis- 
trict — Joseph Bogy, of Ste. Genevieve county; 
Charles S. Rankin, o. Jeftcr.von ; Milton P. 
Cayce, of St. Francois. 

From die Twenty-Fifth Senatorial District- 
Robert A. Hatcher, of New Madrid county; 
Orson Barlk'tt, of Stoddard. 

From the Twenty-Six tli Senatorial District — 
Nathaniel W. Wntkins.of Cape Girardeau coun- 
ty; James R. MeConiniek, of Perry, 

From the Twenty-Seventh Senatorial Dis- 
trict— J. Proctor Knott, of Cole county; Thos, 
Scott, of Miller; J. W. MeClurg, of Camden. 



From the Twenty-] 
triei — Charles Drake of Moniteau county; Wi| 
Ham Douglass, of Cooper; James P. Rust, i 
Morgan. 

From the Twenty-Ninth Senator! 
triet— -Sol. Smith, of Si Louis couty; Jubn 
Shackelford, of St. Louis ; M. L, Linton 
Louis; Henry Hitchcock, of St, Louis 
How, of St. Louis; James O. Broadhead, 
St. Louis; Samuel M. Breckinridge, of Si 
Louis ; Hudson E. Bridge, of St. Louis; Ham- 
ilton B. Gamble, of St. Louis; Robert II 
of St. Louis; Uriel Wright, of St. 
Jsadorc Bush, of St. Louis ; Ferdinand 
of St. Louis; John F. Long, of St. Louis. 

In all seventy-nine I. 

On motion of Mr. Watxiss, it was 

Rttolial, That the Chair appoint a commit 
tee "f five to receive and examine thecredentfa 
of the members of the Convention, and that i 
committee be directed to report at leu o'do 
on to-morrow morning. 

Whereupon the Chair appointed OD 
committee Messrs. Walking, Birch, Hall 
Randolph, Linton and Orr. 

On motion of Mr. Rowland, it was 

TtauAued, That a committee of seven be ; 
pointed to report what officers shall be nee 
sary and requisite for the future action of the 
Convention ; 

Whereupon the Chair appointed on said 
mittee Messrs. Rowland, Price, Welch, 
ilri' k, Hatcher, Broad head and Wilson, 

On motion of Mr. Holt, John E. Davi», i 
Crawford count}', was requested to act as 
porary doorkeeper. 

On motion of Mr. Bmcn, the Convent 
adjourned to meet in conclave at ten o'clock W 
morrow morning. 



SECOND DAY. 



The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Andrew Monroe. 

The journal wa8 then read by the secretary. 

The following named members of the Con- 
vention appeared and took their seats ; 

From the First Senatorial District — George 
V Boat, of Montgomery county; Robert B. 
Frayscr, of St. Churle*. 



FRIDAY. MARCH 1, 1861. 

From the Second Senatorial District — Joli 
B. Henderson, of Pike county. 

IV in the Fourth Senatorial District — Wi 
liatn J. Howell, of Monroe county; John T. 
Redd, of Marion ; James T. Malson, of Ralls. 

From the Eleventh Senatorial District 
Prince L. Hudgins, of Andrew county; EUzaj 
Vanbuskirk, of Bolt 
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From the Twelfth Senatorial District— Robt. 

M. Stewart, of Buchanan county; Robert W. 

Donnell, of Buchanan. 

From the Twenty-First Senatorial District- 
Amos W. Maupin, of Franklin county. 

From the Twenty-Fourth Senatorial Dis- 
trict — Philip Pipkin, of Iron county; William 
T. Lcepcr, of Wayne ; Samuel C. Collier, of 
Madison. 

From the Twenty-Sixth Senatorial District — 
James C. Noell, of Bollinger county. 

From the Eighteenth Senatorial District — 
Matthew H. Ritchey, of Newton county. 

From the Twenth-Ninth Senatorial Dis- 
trict — Thomas T. Gantt, of St. Louis county. 

Mr. Watkins, from the Committee en Cro" 
dentials, made the following report: 

Mr. President: — The special committee o^ 
Arc, to whom waa referred the subject of the 
credentials of the members of this body, hare 
haul the saune under consideration, and in- 
structed me to report, that from the certificates 
famished them, and the official returns in the 
office of the Secretary of State, they find the 
following named persons duly elected : 

From the First District— Joseph G. Waller, 
Robert B. Frayser, George Y. Bast. 

From the Second District— George W. Zim- 
merman, R. C. Calhoun, John B. Henderson. 

From the Tliird District — Warren Woodson, 
Eli E. Bass, Joseph Flood. 

From the Fourth District— Wm. J. Howell 
James T. Matson, John T. Redd. 

From the Fifth District — Henry M. Gorin, 
E. K. Sayre, N. F. Givcns. 

From the Sixth District— William A Hall, 
Thomas Shackelford, Sterling Price. 

From the Seventh District — Joseph M. Irwin, 
John D. Foster, Frederick Rowland. 

From the Eighth District— A. M. Woolfolk, 
Jacob Smith, William Jackson. 

From the Ninth District— Jacob T. Tindall, 
John S. Allen, James McFcrran. 

From the Tenth District— Robert D. Ray, 
James H. Birch, George W. Dunn. 

From the Eleventh District — Robert Wilson, 
Ellzay Vanbuskirk, Prince L. Uudgins. 

From the Twelfth District— Robert W. Don- 
nell. Robert M. Stewart, Willard P. Hall. 

From tho Thirteenth District— Elijah D. 
Norton, James U. Moss. 

From the Fourteenth District — Robert A. 
Brown, James K. Shecley, Abraham Comingo. 

From the Fifteenth District— Asa C. Mar- 
Tin, Aikman Welch, Christopher G. Kidd. 



From the Sixteenth District— .John F. Phil- 
lips, Samuel L. Sawyer, Vincent Marmaduke 

From the Seventeenth District — John R' 
Cheuault, Nelson McDowell, J. J. Gravely. 

From the Eighteenth District— Robert W. 
Crawford, A. S. Harbin. Mathew H. Ritchey. 

From the Nineteenth District — Sample Orr, 
Robert W. Jamison, Littlebury Hemiriek. 

From the Twentieth District— W. W. Tur 
nor, James W. Johnson, William L. Morrow. 

From the Twenty-First District— Z. Isbell 
Amos W. Maupin, Charles D. Eitzen. 

From the Twenty-Second District— William 
G. Pomeroy, John Holt, V. B. Hill. 

From the Twenty-Third District— Joseph 
Bogy, Charles S. Rankin, Milton P. Caycc. 

From the Twenty-Fourth District— Philip 
Pipkin, Samuel C. Collier, William T. Lecper. 

From the Twenty-Fifth District— Robert A. 
Hf tchcr, Orson Bartlctt, Harrison Hough. 

From the Twenty-Sixth District— Nathaniel 
W. Watkins, James C. Noell, James R. McCor- 
mack. 

From the Twenty-Seventh District — Thos. 
Seott, J. Proctor Knott, J. W. McClurg. 

From the Twenty-Eighth District— Charles 
Drake, William Douglass, James P. Ross. 

From the Twenty-Ninth District — Sol. 
Smith, John II. Shackelford, M. L. Linton, 
Henry Hitchcock, John How, James 0. Broad- 
head, Samuel M. Breckinridge, Hudson E. 
Bridge, Hamilton R. Gamble, Robert Holmes, 
Uriel Wright, Isador Bush, Ferdinand Meyer, 
John F. Long, Thomas T. Gantt. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. W. WATKINS, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Foster, the report of the 
committee was received and the committee dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

Mr. Rowland, from the select committee 
of seven to report officers and rules for the 
Convention, presented the following report : 

Mr. President : — The committee which was 
appointed to report what officers may be neces- 
sary for the Convention, and also to report rules 
for the government, respectfully report : 

That, in the opinion of the committee, the 
said officers should consist of a President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Assistant Secretary and 
Doorkeeper. 

Your committee would further report, that 
they recommend the adoption of the rules 
adopted by a State Convention, which assem- 
bled in the city of Jefferson on the 17th day of 
November, 1845, and found on pages 11, 12, 
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1:1, 14 and 15 of the journal of said Conven- 
tion, except rules numbered 41, 4'2 anil 44, and 
the full o winy words in rule No. 4'.t, to wit: "And 
no member shall be allowed pay for any day 
that he shall be absent from the session of the 
Convention, unless lie shall lie prevented from 
attending by sickness." 

Your committee would further recommend 
that tine hundred and fifty copies of said rules 
be printed for the use of the Convention. Your 
Committee would further recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions : 

Jtsolral, That each delegate elected to this 
Convention, before entering ujion the discharge 
of his duties, shall take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United Stutes, and of the 
State of Missouri, and faithfully demean him- 
self in olllce. 

/{•*olv«l, Thnt each officer of this Conven- 
tion, except the President and Vice President, 
before entering upon the discharge of the du- 
ties of his office, shall take an oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States and of 
this State, and faithfully demean himself in 
office. And that when the Convention shall be 
in secret session, ho will not divulge or make 
public to any person, anything which may be 
said or done in said Convention. All of which 
is respectfully submitted. 

F. ROWLAND, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Welch, the report of the 
committee was adopted. 

Mr. Pomkkoy moved to reconsider the vote 
on the adoption of the resolutions contained 
in the report of the Committee of Seven, rela- 
tive to the oaths of office. 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider, on the table. 

Mr. Pomeroy having withdrawn his motion, 
Mr. Howell renewed it ; pending which, Mr. 
Btncu asked to have the order made by the 
Convention yesterday, to meet in evnclarc, exe- 
cuted by the President. 

Mr. Sayre, of Lewis, moved to amend 
the Journal of yesterday, by striking out the 
words " to meet in vmrliiiv. " in the resolution 
of adjournment, which was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The Convention having resumed the consid- 
eration of the motion of Mr. Howell to recon- 
sider the vote on the adoption of the report of 
the committee relative to the oaths of office, 
was luid upon the table, on the motion of Mr. 
Hall, of Buchanan, by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes having been demanded : 



Ayks. — Messrs. Allen, Bass, Bogy. Breck- 
inridge. Broadheail, Bridge, Bush. Calhoun, 
Cnycc, Cheiiault, Donncll, Dunn, Kit/en. Flood, 
Foster, (Iambic, Cautt, Gravely, Hall of Bu- 
chanan, Hall of Randolph. Harbin. Henderson, 
Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, 
IsIh'11, Jackson, Jamison. Johnson, Kidd, Lcc- 
per, Linton, Long, Marvin, Maupin, MeClurg, 
McCormack, McDowell.Meyer, Morrow, Moss, 
NiN'Il. Norton, Orr, Phillips, Price, Hank in. Kay, 
Ritchie. Rowland, Scott, Shackelford cif St. 
Louis. Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, 
Stewart, Tindall, Turner, Welch. Wilson. 
AVoolfolk, Wright, Yaubuskirk, and Zimmer- 
man — Hfi. 

Noes. — Messrs. Bnrtlett, Bast, Birch, Brown, 
Collier, Common, Crawford, Douglass, Drake, 
Frayser, (iivens, (iorin, Hatcher, Holt. Howell, 
Hudcins, Knott, Marmitduke. Matsou. Pipkin, 
Pomeroy, Redd, Ross, Sawyer, Sayre. Shack- 
elford of Howard, Shcclcyj Waller Watkins 
and Woodson — 80. 

All the delegates present, on motion, then 
came forward and the oath of office was .id- 
ministered to them by the Hon. George W. 
Miller, Judge of the first Judicial Circuit of 
the State. 

The rules reported by the committee for the 
government of the Convention were adopted, 
ami are as follows : 

OE THE PRESIDENT. 

First. He shall take the chair every day nt 
the hour to which the Convention shall have 
adjourned, shall immediately call the members 
to order, and on the appearance of a quorum, 
shall cause the Journal of the prcceeding day 
to be read. 

Stroud. He shall preserve order and deco- 
rum ; may speak to points of order in prefer- 
ence to the members, rising from his seat for 
that purpo.se ; and shall decide all questions of 
order, subject to an appeal to the Convention, 
by any two members ; on which appeal no 
member shall speak more than once, unless by 
leave of the Convention. 

Third. He shall rise to put a question, but 
may state it sitting. 

Fourth. When a question has heen put. if 
the President doubts, or if a division lie called 
for, thi' Convention shall divide ; those in the 
affirmative shall arise from their seats, and 
afterwards those in the negative. The Presi- 
dent shall then arise and state the decision of 
the Convention. 

Fitlh. All committees shall lie appointed by 
the President, unless otherwise specially direc- 
ted by the Convention, in which case they 
shall he appointed by an open vote of the Con- 
vention. 

Sixth. The President shall examine ami 
correct the Journal before it is read : be shall 
have a general superintendence of the Hall ; 
he shall have the right to name any member to 
perform the duties of the Chair, but such sub- 
stitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment. 

Ikernlh. In case of any disturbance or dis- 
orderly conduct in the lobby he (or the Chair- 
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Thirty-Third. Any seven members shall be 
authorized to compel the attendance of absent 
members, when there is no quorum present. 

Thirty - Fourth. Any two members shall hare 
the right to call for the ayes and noes on any 
question. 

Thirty-Fifth. No member shall absent him- 
self from the Convention, unless lie have leave, 
or be sick and unable to attend. 

Thirty-Sixth. There shall be n committee of 
elections, whose duty it shall be to examine 
and report upon the credentials of the mem- 
bers returned to serve in this Convention. 

Tliirly-Stventh. No standing rule shall be re- 
scinded or altered, without one day's notice 
being given of the motion therefor. 

Thirty-Eighth. The Secretary of the Con- 
vention shall attend during its sessions ; shall 
make out and keep its Journals ; seasonably 
record all its proceedings ; keep regular files of 
the papers ; attest all process issued by the 
Convention, and execute the commands of the 
Convention. 

Thirty-Ninth. The Secretary shall not suf- 
fer anv records or papers to be taken out of his 
custody by any member or other person. 

Fortitth. No standing rule or order of the 
Convention shall be suspended or dispensed 
with, without the concurrence of two-thirds ot 
the members present. 

Forty-First. Every member addressing the 
Convention, shall confine himself strictly to 
the subject matter under debate. 

Forty- $t conti. All select committees shall 
consist of three members, unless otherwise or- 
dered . 

Forty-Third. All committees shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, unless otherwise or- 
dered. 

Furty-Fourth. All questions relnting to the 
priority of debate, shall be acted on without 
debate. 

Forty- Fifth. No member or other person 
shall be permitted to smoke within the hall or 
lobby at any time whatever. 

Forty-Sixth. A committee of three members 
shall be appointed by the President, who shall 
scrutinize and pass upon all accounts and keep 
in a book a correct statement thereof, and shall 
take the necessary steps to prevent the allow- 
ance of all improper and unjust claims. 

Forty-Seventh. In nil cases not provided for 
in these rules, the Parliamentary practice con- 
tained in Jefferson's Manual, shall govern the 
Convention. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until 
three o'clock p. m. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention assembled pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

On motion, the Convention proceeded to the 
election of permanent officers of the Conven- 
tion as prescribed by the resolution heretofore 
adopted ; whereupon 

Mr. Broadiikad nominated for the office of 
President of the Convention, the Hon. Ster- 
ling Prick, of Cliariton county. 



Mr. Hatcher nominated Hon. Nathaniel 
W. Watkins, of Cape Girardeau county. No 
other nominations having been made, and the 
roll of the Convention having been called there 
appeared for 

Mr. Price, 75. 

Mr. Watkins, 15. 

The members proceeded to vote as follows : 

For Mr. Price. — Messrs. Allen, Bass, Rant. 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Brown, Bush, Calhoun, Chcnault, Comingo, 
Crawford, Donnell, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, 
Kitzen, Frayscr, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, 
Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Bandolph, 
Harbin, Henderson, Hendrick, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, How, Hudgins, Irwin, Isbcll, Jackson, 
Johnson, Kidd, Knott, Linton, Long, Manna- 
duke, Marvin, Matson, Maupin, McClurg, 
McCormack, McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, Moss, 
Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Hay Redd, 
Ross, Howlnnd, Sawyer, Scott, Shackelford of 
Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, Sheclev, 
Smith of St Louis, Stewart, Tindall, Turner. 
Waller, Watkins, Woolfolk, Wright, Vanbus- 
kirk and Zimmerman — 75. 

For Mr. Watkins : Messrs. Bartlett, Cayce. 
Collier, Givens, Gorin, Hatcher, Holt, Howell, 
Leeper, Noell, Pipkin, Price, Rankin, Sayre 
and Woodson — 15. 

Mr. Price, having received a majority of all 
the votes cast, was declared duly elected Presi- 
dent of the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, the 
President appointed a committee of three, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Hall of Buchanan, Broad- 
head and Chcnault, to wait upon Mr. Price 
and inform him of his election. 

The committee proceeded to discharge that 
duty, when Mr. Price came forward and the 
oath of office was administered to him by the 
Hon. George W. Miller. 

Whereupon, having thanked the Convention, 
in a short speech, he entered upon the discharge 
of his official duties. 

Nominations for Vice President being in or- 
der, Mr. Brown nominated Hon. Robert Wil- 
son, of Andrew county. 

There being no other nominations, Mr. Hall 
moved that Mr. Wilson be declared unani- 
mously elected Vice President of the Conven- 
tion, which motion was carried, and Mr. Wil- 
son came forward and took the oath of office. -, 

Nominations for Secretary being in order, 
Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, nominated Jeff- 
Thompson, of Buchanan county. 

Mr. Gamri.e nominated Robert J. Lackej 
of Cole county. 

Mr. Sawyer nominated Samuel A. Lowe 
of Pettis county. 

Mr. Welch nominated Benjamin W. Gn 
ver, of Johnson county. 
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Mr. Raton Dominated Mr .!. r. I 

Mr. Rowmxu nominated Mr. It. Cullen, of 
ounty. 

nations being made, and the 
roll hating been called, there appeared 
Mr- Cullen— 10, 
" Thompson— 12. 
■ Lackey— 22, 
•• Lowe— V.G. 
•■ « Grorer- 

No person having received a majority of oil 
til* votes cast, the Convention proceeded to 
nd ballot, when, the roll having been 
[ calli-d, there appeared 

:i! : -I.!. 

Thompson — 11. 
Lackey— 27. 
" Lowe— 27. 
Offer— 11. 
Fox— 3. 
e members present voted ns follows : 

Mr. Ctrusjt: V irtlett, Bast, 

. Frayser, Foster, Hatcher, Lin- 
uul, Smith af Linn. Tindall, 
•Voolfolk and Wright— 16. 
or Mr. Tirrmrios : Messrs. Chi 
Ibid, Donnell, Hall of Buchanan, Hull nf 
olpb, Hudgins, Mntson, Norton, Stewart, 
in mid Vanbuskirk — 11. 

r. L*cxKr : Messrs. Bass. Breckin- 

. Bush, Dunn, Ritxen, 

Gami> Hitchcock, Holmes, 

Johnson, Leeper, Long, Maupin, Mc- 

1 '•jruiack, Mayer, Moss, Rankin, 

SbackeUbrd of Bt Louis, Smith of St. 

iter and Mr. President— 27. 

>-M- lnw«: Messrs. Allen, Bogy, Col- 

1 1 rake, Given*, Gorin, Gravely, 

I nek. Hult, Howell. Isbcll, Jami- 

Uowell. Morrow, 

1 , Redd, Ritehey, Sawyer, 

■and Woodson.— 27, 

Mr, Grovcii : Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, 
trwi,,, Jackson, Marvin, Ross, Shackelford of 
Waller. Welch ami Ztmnier. 
nun- : 

Vox : Messrs. Henderson, Knott. 
11—3. 

Sck— Mr M.Ferran. 

ived a majority of 
• he Convention wns proceed- 
t third ballot, when 

idrew tin name of Mr. Fox, 
I ■ uchanan, withdrew the name 
l*on. 
name* having been called there ap- 
• 

. I5.irll.tl, Bust, 
\)onnell, Frayier, llalvlwr, 
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Bodgim, Irwin, Lcerer, Linton. Pipkin, R01 
Smith ct'l.iiiii. Stewart and Vvoolfolk — M 
For Mr. Lackkt : Messrs. Birch, Bp 
ridge, Broadbead, Bridge, Brown, Bu*h, Dunn, 
Gamble, Gnntt, QUI of Buchanan, Bali 
of Randolph, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holme*, 
How, Johnson, Knott; Long, Maupin, M< I 
MeCormack, Meyer, Moss, Norton, Rankin, 
Ray, Shackelford of St. Louis, Smith of St. 
Loaia. Tindall, Turner, Wrighi, Vunbuskirk 
ami Mr. President — 3-1. 

For Mr. Lows t Messrs. Allen, Bass, Bogy; 
Chenault, Com in go, Crawford, Douglass, 
Drake, Flood, Foster, Givens, Gorin, Gravely, 
Harbin, II end rick, Holt. Howell, labell, Kidd, 
Marmaduke, Matson, McDowell, Morrow, 
Nodi. llrr. Phillips, Pomeroy, Redd, Riti-hey, 
Sawyer, S. n re, Sroti, Sheewy, Walkins, and 
Woodson— 35. 

For Mr. Gbovbb : Messrs. Calhoun, Jack. 
son, Jamison. Marvin. Ho •-. Mnii ki-ll 
Howard, Waller, Welch, Wilson and Zimmcrf 
man— 10. 

No candidates having received a majority 
all the vates cast the Convention proceeded to 
the fourth ballot, when 

Mr. Rowland withdrew the name of Mr. 

Clllh-tl. 

Mr. Welch withdrew the name of Mr. 

<.mv. r 

The roll having been called there appeared : 

For Mr. Lackey— 44, 

For Mr. Lowe— 5L 

The members present voted as follows ; 

For Mr, Lackkt : Messrs. Birch, Breckin- 
ridge. Broadhead, Bridge, Brown, Bush, Don- 
nell, Dunn. Bttsen. Foster. Gamble, Gantt, 
Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, Hindi r 
son, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, lludgins, Irwin, 
Jackson, Johnson, Knott, Linton, Long, Mau- 
pin. MeClnrg, .Meyer, Moss, Norton Rankin. 
Raj, Shackelford of Howard, Shaekelford of 
St. Louis, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, 
Btewaft, Tindall, Turner, Wilson, WooUolk. 
Wright, Vanbuskirk and Mr. President — 1 1. 

For Mr. Lowe : Messrs. Allen, Bartlelt, 
Bass. Bast. Bogy, Calhoun. Cave, Chenanlt, 
Collier, Comingo, Crawford, Douglass, Drake. 
Frayser, Flood, Given*. Gorin, Gravely, Bar- 
bin, Hatcher, Hendrick, Holt, Howell, labell] 
Jamison, Kidd, Leeper, Marmaduke, Marvin, 
Matson, MeCormack, McDowell, Morrow, No 
ell, Orr, Phillips, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Redd, Bit 
chey, Ross, Rowland, Sawyer. Sucre, Scott, 
Sheeley, Waller, Watkins, Welch, Woodson 
and Zimmerman — "1 

Mr. LOWS, having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly elected 
Secretary of this Convention, and came for- 
ward; was sworn in by Hon. George W. Miller, 
and entered upon the discharge of his ofllciu 
duties. 

nations for Assistant, Se^TtAar} W\w» 
next in order . 




Mr, K.mut nominated James F,, McHcnry, 
Mi Orb nominated J.. D. Bhellady. 
Mr. [bwih Dominated A. i . Gilstnp- 
Mr HaaxntaaoN Dominated Robert A, Cnmp- 
boll. 
Mr. DorirLAS nominated John T.Banl 
Mr. II.ji.i nominated Lyle Singleton. 
Mr Lc.xo nominated David I£. Risley. 
Mr. i [ioniiiuiii'fi 12 i chard Kerf. 

baring bean made tlio 
roll was called when there appeal 

Sln.Uu ly — 12 i ' 
: rap— 24 v 
1 Campl* II — 28 votes. 
" Bankhead— 6 votes. 
" Singtetan — "2 \ 
" " Risky— 1 rol 
" " Kerr— 8 vote*. 
I'lu' members present voted as follows : 

'it. Hi lliviir: Messrs. Bass, Birch, 
Flood, 1 It'inlr i ck , 1 1 uds in.-. Kidd, Knott, Mar 
(in, Maupiii, Kay, Shackelford ot Howard, 
Bti trai i and Mr. ]■;•..- 1- u-ji t — l ■ ;. 

For Mr, Siibllaut : Sartlett, Hat- 

cher, Jamison, Johnson, Leeper, McClurg, 

Morrow, N ■ m 1 1 , I hor, Rose, Scott sod Tunicr-12. 

Mi- Gii.stkaf: Messrs. Allen, Brown, 

Comiogo, Donnell, Dunn, Foster, Qlrens, 

Hull of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, 

Irwin, Jackson, AfcConnack, Hover, Moss, 

Norton, Rowland, Bayre, Smith of Lion, Smith 

Louis, Tindall, Wilson, Woolfblkand 

Vaul.tiskirk— 24. 

For Mr. CahfbbUi ! Messrs. Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Broadhesd, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, 
i Collier, Biten, Frayser, (limit, Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock Holmes, How, Howell, 
bbi II, i. Bton, Matson, Rankin. Redd, Shackcl- 
f'nnl of St. Louis, Bheeley, Waller, Watkins, 
V, . I. ii. WoodsOU and Zimmerman— 28. 

For Mr. BattltBUUD: Messrs. Douglass, 
Drake, Murium) uke, Phillips, Sawyer ami 
t— 6. 

Pox Mr, BlHOLBTOB : Messrs. Holt and 
Potneroy — 2. 

For Mr. IvF.nn : Messrs. Bn«t, Cbenaolt, 

Crawford, Gravel)-, Harbin, McDowell, Pipkin 

.11. d |;,,..,— 8. 

For Hr. Rjixst : Mr. Long. 

No Candidate having received a majority of 
nil the votes cast the Convention proceeded to 
■ >iii] ballot, f hi n 

Mr. Dotrats.1 withdrew the name of Mr. 
Bankhead, and Mr. Holt withdrew the name 
.ii Mr. BIngleton. 

The roll Inn ing been called there appeared : 

For Mr. McBenry— 14. 

" Slielln.ly— 0. 

" fiiUirap— ;:::. 

ijibell— 33, 



— s, 

Kerr — 4. 

All the members pn 

For Mr. McHejtri . Messrs. Bass, Bi 
Hendrkk, Holt, Kidd, Kr 
Marvin, Maupin, Phill roy, Sawj 

Shackelford of Howard, and Mr. Pr< - 

For Mr. Siielladt : Messrs, Jan 
Johnson, Leeper, McClurg, Morrow, Orr, 
md Turner — 9, 

l u Hr. Gilstbaf: Messrs. AIL n, n 
Birch, Brown, Com ingo, Donnell. I 
i, r, i Iambic, Gi vens, I lorin, 11. ill ol : 
Hall of Randolph, Harbin, Hatcher, Ilti Jscius, 

H< Cornun ' 
Nocll, Norton, Pipkin, liny. Ritchie, Rowland, 
Sayre, Smith of Linn, Tindall, Wilson, 
folk sod Vanbuskirk— 33. 

For Mr, Campbku : Messrs. Bogy, Brcck 
inridge. Broad head, Bridge, Bush, Calbou 
Collier, Drake, Eitzen, Frayser, Flood 
Gantt, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, How 
Howell, Isbcll, Linton, Matson, Rankin 
Shackelford of St. Louis, Sheelej . Smith 
St. Louis, Stewart, Waller, Watkins, I 
Woodson, Wright and Zimmerman— 88. 

For Mr. lirst i;v : Messrs. Lmitraud Dong- 
lass— 2. 

Tor Mr. Kkbr : Messrs. Chenault, Crawford 
Gravely and McDowell — I. 

Sick — Mr. McFcrran 

No candidate having received 
all the votes cast, the Convention proceeded t 
a third ballot, when 

Mr. Long withdrew the name of Mr. I 
nnd Mr. Chenault withdrew the name 
Mr. Kilr. 

The roll having been called there a\ •; 

For Mr. Me] I. nrv — 9. 
" " She I lady— 'J. 

" " Campbell— 12. 

" Gilstrap— 33. 

All tlie members present voted as follow* . 

For Mr. McIIknhv : Messrs. Bass, 
Hemlrick, Holt, Kidd, Knott, 1 i 
Shackelford of Howard and Mr. President 

For Mr, Suet iaoy : Messrs. Jamison 
Johnson, Leeper, McClurg, Morrow, Orr, Ros 
Srnll and Turner — 'J. 

For Mr. Gilstii.ii' : Messrs. Alien, Bar 
h Chenault, Comingo, Cra* 
ford.. Donnell, Dunn, Foster, Gi 
Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Hall ol Randohjd 
Harbin, Irwin. Jackson, Marvin, McDowe] 
Moss, Noell, Norton, Pipkin, Ray, H 
Rowland, Ba h of Lion, Tindall, Wl 

son, Woo! folk and Vanbuskirk — 

For Mr. Campbell: Messrs. Bogy, Breek 
Inridge, Broadhesd, Bridge, Bush, CalhonJ 
r, Douglass, ill- i, Fra 

■cr. Flood, Gantt. Hatcher, Henderson, llitc 
cock, Holmes, How, Howell, Isbell, Linton 
Long, Marmaduke, Matson, Maupin, 
mack, Rankin, Rend, E 

Shackelford of St. Louis, Sheeloy, Smith 



St Louis. Stewart, Waller. Watkins, Welch, 
Woodson, Wright and Zimmerman — i'2. 
8tck— Mr McFerran. 

i imlulnte having received a majority 
nil the vutci east the Cum • I ceded 

lOrth ballot. 

K.Miii »i -ithdrew the name of Mr. 
•I Mr. '-'br withdrew the rmme 

I -II having been colled there appeared : 

Campbell— 68. 
I strap— 88, 
AH of tin- members present voted at fol- 

Mr. Oiutkat: Messrs. Allen, Bast, 

Hin-li, Brown, Chenault, Com in go. Crawford, 

isu-r, Givens, Gorin, Gravely, 

HaH -if Kuehaiian, Hull of Randolph, Harbin, 

iffc, Irwin. Jackion, Knott, Marvin, 

iwl'U, Moss, Norton, Pipkin, Ray, Ril- 

md, Sayre, Shnckelford of Howard, 

Tindall, Wilson, Woolfolk and Vaobus- 

fcirfc- 

For Mr. Camp-bill: Meaara. Bartlett, 
Bas», Bofty. Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Rush, Calhoun, Caycc, Collier, Douglass. 
■it, Flood. Gantt, Hat- 
cher, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
How. Howell, Isbetl, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, 
r, Linton, Long, Marmaduke, Mat*on, 
Maupin, McClurp. McCormack, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Noel I, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Rankin. 
wyer, Scott, Shackelford of 
if St. Louis, Stew- 
art, Turner, Waller, Watkina, Welch, Wnod- 
• -iulit, Zimmerman and Mr. President 
-08. 
Abaent — Moasra. Gamble and Hud gins. 

—Mr. McFerran. 
Mr. Campbell having received a majority 
of all the rote* caat waa declared duly elected 
.nt Secretary of the Convention. He 
8m n came forward and received the oath ol 
office, administered by the Hon, G. W. Miller, 
and entered upon the discharge of his duties, 
i nation* for Doorkeeper being in order : 
Mr. Blown nominated C. B. Anderson. 



Ponisot 

HtKBIM 

Fl .on ii 
UtRTLKTT 

Stewart 
Wkiuut 



John E. Davis. 
Andrew J. Russell. 
ThomnsJ. Ferguson. 
John J. Jackson. 
Wm. Vanover. 
McDnniel Dorria, 



The r<>H having been called there appeared : 
Fur Mr. Durris— 8. 
" " Russell— 11. 
" " Anderson — 28. 
" " Dasis— 10. 

1 I ergoaon— 12. 
" " Jackson— 8. 
r— 16. 



All the membera present voted aa follows ; 

For Mr. Davii; Messrs, Alien, Cayce, 
Givens, Holt. Maupin, McCturg, Meyer, Poiue- 
rojf, Rankin — 16. 

For Mr. Doitsra : Messrs Hal) of Buchan- 
an, Hall of Randolph. HJtohcook, Knott, Long, 
Norton, Ray and Wright— »■ 

For Mr. Ri.bsei.i. : Messrs. Bast, Calhoun, 
Clienault, Crawford, Donnell. Harbin, Mc- 
Dowell, Redd, Ritcht-v, Zimmerman and Mr. 
President — 11. 

For Mr. Andbbson : Messrs. Birch, Brown, 
("ominjM, Douglass, Drake, Gravely, Hender- 
aon, Hcndrick. Jackson, Jamiaon. Johnson, 
Kidd. Marmaduke. Marvin, Morrow, Moss, 
Orr, Phillips, Ross, Sawyer, Bcott, Sh.ickelford 
of Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, Tind- 
all, Turner, Waller, Welch and Woolfolk— 28- 

For Mr. Fckopson : Meaara. Bass, Breck- 
inridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Eitten, Flood, 
Gantt How, Howell, la bell, Shecley and 
Woodson— 12. 

For Mr. J a<. kson : Messrs. Bartlett, Bogy, 
. Hatcher, Leeper, Mat sua, Noell and 
Pipkin— S. 

For Mr. VAirovaR-: Measrs. Bush, Dunn, 
Frayser, Foster, Gorin, Holmes, Hudgina. Ir- 
win, McCormack, Rowlnnd, Smith of LinD, 
Smith of Si. l.oui*, Stewart, Watkins, Wilson, 
and Vanbuskirk — 16. 

No candidate having received a majority of 
all the votes caat the Convention proceeded to 
a second ballot, 

Whin there appeared : 
1 or Mr. Dorris— L'. 
" " Russell— 6. 
" " Anderson— 52. 
" " Davis— 6. 
'" " Ferguson— 5. 
" " Jackson— 9. 
" " Vanover— 12. 

he member! present voting as follows : 
For Mr. Donma : Messrs. Long and 
Wright— 2. 

For Mr. Rcbskll: Messrs. Chenault, 
Crawford. Harbin, llitehcock, McDowell and 
Kile hey— 6. 

For Mr. AkuERSok . Messrs. Birch. Breck- 
inridge, Bridge, Brown, Bush, Calhoun, Co- 
mint;o, llunueil, Douglass, Drake, Kiiven, 
Frayser Gantt, Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, 
Henderson, Headrick, How, Howell, labell, 
Jackson. Jamison. Johnson. Kidd. Knott, Lin- 
ton, Marmaduke, Marvin, Matsou. Maupin, 
McCormaek, Morrow, Moss, Norton, Philips, 
Ray, Redd, Ross, Sawyer, Savre, Scott, 
Shackelford of Howard, 'Shackelford of St. 
Louis. Smith of St. Louis, Tindall, Turner, 
Waller, Welch, Woolfolk, Zimmerman and 
Mr. President— 62. 

For Mr. Davis ; Meaara. Givens, Holt, 
McClurg, Meyer, Pomeroy and Rankin — 6. 

For Mr. Fkbqubok : Messrs. Bass, Bast, 
Flood, Shecley and WoejAa^fv— &. 











For Mr. Jackson : Messrs. Jackson, Bart- 
icu, Bogy, Collier, Hatcher, Leeper, Noell, Orr. 
Pipkin and- Watkins— y. 

For Mr. Vakovek : Messrs. Bartlett, Dunn, 
Gorin, Ho-liiii-s, Bttdgina, Irwin, Row- 
i. Smith of Linn, Stewart, Wilson ami 
anbugkirk — 12. 

Mr. Akdehsoj* baring received a majority 
of all the rotes cast, was declared duly elected 
Doorkeeper "of the Convention. He tame 
forward, was sworn, and entered upon the dis- 
charge of the duties of his office . 

Mr. HaU., of Randolph, offered the follow, 
ing resolution : 

Ruolved, That when this Convention ad- 
journs to-day, it will adjourn to meet at the 
Mercantile Library Hall, in the city of St- 
Louis, on Monday next, ;it in >>Vlock, A. M- 

Mr. Harbtx moved to lay the re«olutmn 
upon the table, which motion was decided in 
the negative by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes having been demanded : 

Area — Messrs. Bab*, But, Bogy, Ctlhottn, 
Cayce, Chenault, Crawford, Douglass, Drake, 
i , Flood, Poster, Giveus, Gorin, Gravelj , 
Harbin, Hvndrick, Juekson, Jamison, John- 
sin, Knott, McClurg, McDowell, Morrow, 
Orr, Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Sayre, Boott, 
Shackelford of Howard, Stewart, Waller, 
Welch, Wilson, Woodson and Zimmerman— 38, 

Moxs — Messrs. Allen, Rartlolt, Breckinridge, 
Broadhead, Bridge, Brown, Bush, Colli. > I 
mingo, Donnell, Dunn, Eitzen, Gantt, Hall of 
Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, Hatcher, Hen- 
dcrson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, 
Hudgins, Irwin, lsbell, Kidd, Leeper, Linton, 
Long, Marmaduke, Marvin, Matson, Maupin, 
MeCormaek, Meyer, Moss, Noell, Norton, Phil- 
lips, Pipkin, Pomemy, Hedd, Howland, Smr- 
ycr, Shackelford of St, Louis, Sheeley, Smith 
of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Tiudall, Turner, 
Watkins, Woolfolk, Wright, Vawbuskirk and 
Mr. President— 68. 



Absf.xt — Messrs. Birth and Gamble. 
Sick — Mr. McFerran. 
Mr. KhotT moved a postponement 
further consideration of the roso|iiii..n 
Monday nest, which motion was decided 
negative. 

The resolution was then ad' 
The Pre si i.' r. sr of the Convention laid be- 
fore the Convention a com mi. from 

Luther J. Glenn, enclosing hi* commission u 
■ Commissioner from the State of Georgia to 
the Convention or Legislature of the Slate of 
Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. Ball, of Buchanan, tin 
communi cation was laid upon the table ami or- 
dered to be- printed. 

Mr. Wilsojc oflered the following, which w«s 
adopted : 

Itaolenl, That the Rev. Andrew Monroe be 
requested to act as Chaplain to U 
tion, 

Mr. Wilson offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was passed over informally : 

RtxAvtd, That a committee of three be ap. 
pointed to contract with two persons disqual- 
ified to report the debates and proceedings of 
this Convention. 

Mr. Birch offered the following rcsolutinn. 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Com i 
are due to Gen. James L. Minor, for his cour- 
teous compliance with its request to act as Its 
Secretary during its organization, and for the 
prompt and able manner in which he discharged 
that duty. 

On motion of Mr. LIn.i, of Buchanan, the 
t'liiiviiUiun adjourned. 



THIED 



The Convention assembled in the Mercantile 
Library Hall, in the city of St. I*ouis, pursuant 
to the resolution of adjournment adopted on 
Friday last, and was opened with prayer by 
tin- ChajAafa of the Convention, the Rev. An- 
drew Monroe. 

The Journal was read by the Secretary and 
approved. 

The President laid before the Convention 
the following communication, which was re- 
ceived : 



^. 



DA.Y, 

MONDAY, MARCH 4, 1881. 



8t. Louis, March 4, 1881. 
To the Convention of the State of Mitmuri : 

Gextlumcx : I have the honor to inform 
you that 1 am authorized by the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Law Library Association of St. 
Louis, to tender to the officers and members of 
your body free access to the library of the As- 
aociation during the sittings of the Convention. 
The regulations of the Association (which the 
Board bave no power to dispense with.) do not 
allow the books to be taken out of the Court 
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House, bat so far ju the use of the tame in the 
library is concerned, every facility and conve- 
nience in the power of the Board will be cheer- 
folly afforded The library room, which is in 
the second story of the south wing of the Court 
House, is kept open during the day and until 
10 o'clock at night 

1 have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your ob't senr't, 

CHA8. D. DBAKE, Pres't 

Also the following communication, which 
was also received and read : 

St. Louis Mxhoa^tili Librabt, ) 
March 4, 1861. J 
To ran Hos. Stbilivo Pkjck, 

President of Ike General Convention 

of the Stole of Missouri: 

Si* : I am instructed by the Board of Di- 
rectors of this institution to offer, through you, 
to the members of the honorable body over 
which you preside, the privilege of our library 
and reading room, a duty which I perform with 
the greatest pleasure. 

I have the honor to be 

Your very ob't aerv't, 

ALFRED CARR, 
Pres. St Louis Mer. Lib. Association. 

Alexander W. Doniphan, member elect from 
the Thirteenth Senatorial District, and James 
McFerran, member elect from the Ninth Sena- 
torial District, as delegates to this Convention, 
came forward and were tworp in as members 
by Hon. Samuel M. Breckinridge, Judge of 
the 8t Louis Circuit Court 

Mr. Oamblb offered the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be ap- 
pointed, to be called the Committee on Federal 
Relations, which shall consider and report on 
the relations now existing between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, the Government 
and people of the different States, and the Gov- 
ernment and people of this State. 

Resolved, That all propositions or resolutions 
that may be moved by any member of the Con- 
vention, touching the relations of Missouri with 
the Federal Government, shall be referred to 
the Committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Bikch offered the following as a substi- 
tute for the resolutions offered by Mr. Gamble : 

Ordered, that a committee be appointed to 
take into consideration the relations between 
the Government of the United States, the peo- 
ple and Government of the different States, 
and the Government and people of the State 
of Missouri,' and to report to this Convention 



such an exposition and address as shall proba- 
bly denote the views and opinions of those who. 
look to the amicable restoration of the Federal 
Union upon such adjustment of the past, and 
such guaranties for the future, as shall render 
it fraternal, permanent, and enduring. 

Mr. Knott offered the following, as an 
amendment to the substitute : 

Amend by adding "and all propositions 
and resolutions involving the relations of this 
State to the General Government, and the oth- 
er States of the Confederacy, shall be referred 
to said committee." 

The question being upon the adoption of the 
amendment to the substitute, it was decided in 
the negative. 

The question recurring upon the adoption of 
the substitute, it was also decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. Gantt then offered the following amend- 
ment to the original resolutions : 

Amend by inserting " thirteen " in place of 
" seven." 

Mr. Ritcbkt offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment, as follows : 

Amend by striking out " thirteen," and in- 
serting "one, to be chosen from each Senato- 
rial district to be agreed on by the delegation 
from said district" Which amendment was 
rejected. 

The original amendment was then adopted, 
and the question recurring upon the passage of 
the resolutions, as amended, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Dcmr offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That William M. Burns be, and he 
is hereby appointed page of this Convention. 

Mr. Long offered the following, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the vacant seats inside the 
bar be tendered to the use of the ladies who 
may be pleased to attend the session of this 
Convention. 

Mr. Fomxrot offered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to wait upon the Hon. Luther J. Glenn, 
Commissioner from the State of Georgia, and 
to invite him to occupy a seat within the bar, 
and also to request him to signify at what 
time it .will suit his convenience to communi- 
cate his message to the Convention. 

Mr. Wright offered the following substi- 
tute for the resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed by the Chair, to take into considera- 



linn the communication received Prom the Hon 
farther J. Glenn, Commission** from . ■■ 
tar State of Georgia, Ud to report tO this 
body Whkl iCtlOO shnll be taken thereon. 

Mr. H i.i hi offered the following, as an amend- 
ment to the substitute : 

Rtjolrr'i, Tlint a committee bo appointed to 
wait uuou the Got tecredited to this 

State, by the State of Georgia, and to inform 
Mm thai this Convention will receive liitn at 
19 '•"■ lock, tlits day, and hear -what he may 
choose to communicate upon the subject of 
his mission. 

Mr. Ham., of Buchanan, moved the previous 
question, which motion was sustained. Tho 
question being, "Shall ilie main question be 
now put?" it was deci I affirmative. 

The question being the adoption of the 
amendment to the substitute, it was adopted 
hv the Inllnwiii!,' vote, the ayes and noes be- 
ing demanded by Mr. Doniphan : 

Arts — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Brown, Calhoun, Cave*, Chenault, 
Collier, Comingo, Crawford, Doniphan, Don- 
iicll, Doughtw, Drake, Dunn, Frayscr, Flood, 
Gamble, liivtiw, Qmin, Gravely, Hall of Lu- 
eiiatimi. Harbin, Hntehor, Unit, BoweU. Hud- 
gins. Kid I, Knott, Marauduke, Marvin, liai- 
son, McCormack, McDowell, McFerran, Mow, 
Norton, Pbillrpa, Pipkin, Rankin, Rsw, 
ftedd, rUUihey. Ross, Sawyer, Sayre, Shack- 
■'Itbrd of Howard, Hiccley.. Stuart, Tindall, 
Waller, Walking, Welch, Wilson, Woodson, 
ilk, Vanhuskirk, Zimmerman and -Mr, 
President— 62 

No kh — Messrs. Bogy, Breckinridge, Broad- 
head, Bridge, Bush, Kitten, Foster. Qantt, 
Hull nl" Randolph, Henderson, Hendrick, 
cock, Holmes, How, Irwin, Isbell, Jack- 
son, Jamison. Johnson, Leeper, Linton, Long, 
Maupin. McClurg, Meyer, Morrow, Orr, 
I'.iniii-iir. Rowland, Bcott, Stun knlford of St. 
Louis, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, 
Turner and Wright— 85- 

The Piiisipknt appointed upon said com- 
mittee, Messrs. Pomcroy, Wright and Pipkin- 
who conducted Mr. Glenn inside of the bar ; 
he was there introduced to the Convention by 
the President, and addressed them upon the 
subject of his mission. 

On motion, the resolution for the appoint- 
ment of two reporters, introduced by Mr, 
Wilson, on Friday, was taken up and adopted. 

The Pkebiiient appointed upon said com- 
mittee, Messrs. Wilson, Birch and Hall of 
Kandulph. 

Mr. Foster offered the following : 
Itaoierd, That W. D. Bartlett be, and he is 

hereby, declared to be the sergeant-at-arms for 

I hia Convention. 



Mr. Sirr.Er.RY offered the following as a sub- 
stitute, which was adopted : 

R*#>lc?rl, That this Convention will H 
to elect a sergeant at n rm-* lor the Convi 

Xoui'mjL'.ions then being declared in i 

Mr, Fosi-Kb nombutad L D. BartteO, of 
Macon county. 

Mr. Colli aa nominated John Stove, of St. 
Louis county. 

Mr. Flood nominated Dr. Martin, of CaJli- 
way county. 

Mr. Lonq nominated Calvin Parrish, of St 
Louis county. 

Mr. Bnovv.1 nominated B. W. Grorer, of 
Johnson county. 

There being no other nomination, the Sec- 
retary proceeded to call the roll, when there 
appeared : 

For Mr. Stove — 1. 
■' " Bartlett— 87. 
" " Martin — 14. 
" " Parrish— 2. 
" *' Grover— 58. 

All the members present, voted as follows: 

For Mr. Burtkii— Messrs. Bartlett, Birch, 
Bogy, Bush, Cajoe, Foster, Gamble, G 
florin, Gravely, Hall of Randolph, Harbin, 
Hatcher, Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmes, Ir- 
win, Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, Knott, Leeper, 
McClurg, McCormanlr. Morrov, Nodi, Han- 
kin, Redd, Rowland, Sawyer, Scott, Smith of 
Linn, .Stewart, Watkinj, WOolfoIk, nod Mr. 
President — 87. 

For Mr. Stove— Mr. Collier— 1. 

For Mr. Martin — Messrs, Allen, Baas, 

Breckinridge, Broad head, I .Jhuun, 

• 'he n unit, Craw ford, Eitaen, Flood, Ihnderson, 
How, Linton, McFerran and Woodson — 14. 
For Mr. Faiirish— Messrs. Gantt and Long 

For Mr, Gbover— Messrs. Bast, Brown, Co- 
mingo, Doniphan, Donnelt, Douglas*, Drake, 
Dunn, Frayser, Hall of Buchanan, Holt, How- 
ell, Hudgins, Jamison, Kidd, Maruiaduke, 
Marvin, Matson, Maupin, McDowell, Meyer, 
Moss, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Kay, Ritchejr, 
Ross, Sawyer, Shackelford of Howard, Bhacs- 
i ll'.ir.l of St. Lisis, Sheeley, Smith of St. Lou 
is, Tindull, Waller, Welch, Vanbuskirk and 
Zimmerman — 38. 

No candidate having received a majority of 
all the voles cast, the Convention proceeded 
to a second ballot, when Mr. Holmes with- 
drew the name of Mr. Martin, and Mr. Col- 
lier withdrew the name of Mr. Move. The 
roll having been called, there app. 

For Mr. Bartlett— 39. 
" " Grove r — 64. 

All the members voted as follows: 

Fur Mr. Bahti.ktt — Messrs. Allen, Ban |i.-h. 
Birch, Begy, Broadliead, Bush, Cnycc, Col- 
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lier, Eitzcn, FoHrr. Gantt, Given.", Gorin, 

Qmch, Hall of Randolph, Hatcher. TI<n- 

.. ilow, Irwin, Iabell, Jackson, 

Lee per, McClurg, Mi l or - 

McFcrrsn, Morrow, Noel I. B 

Rowland. Sayre. Scott, Smi n, Tur- 

: !k ami Mr. President 

_::■! 

For Mr. ft roves — Messrs. Bast, Breckin- 

I, tionipliuti, Dunni II, l>»ug- 

Dtinn, rVayser, Hood. Gamble, 

iin, Henderson, Holmes, 

LI, Hudfrins, Jamison, Kidd, Lin- 

Off, Maruiuduke, Marvin, Watson, 



Manpln, McDowell, I [aw, Norton, 

Orr. Phillips. Ray, Redd, Rltchey, Rots, Saw 

thaocmbrd of Howard, Baaokah 

ii», siu'cl»'v, Smith oi' St Loot*, Slew- 
art. Timtall, Waller. Welch, Woodson, Van 
busk irk and Zimmerman — in. 

Mr. Gruver having received a maju 
all the votea cast, wa» declared dsl] elected 
sergeant -at-arma for this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Huooiies, the Con ven - 

• urip-'l unlit to morrow morning it 10 
o'clock. 



FOURTH 



The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
nil tit opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Andrew Monroe. 

Jovial "i tba proceedings of yester- 
day was read and approved. 
The i I announced the appointment 

[the following members on the Committce- 
Men] ReUttani : 
Messrs- Gamble, Henderson, Redd, Hall of 
olph, Tindall, I Hall of Bttchaa- 

■ogh, Sawyer, Douglass, Che- 

members on the Com- 
•luee on Claims: 
Messrs. .Shackelford of Howard, Pipkin and 

HJABRJaoa H«u on. a Delegate from the 

ll Senatorial District, presented hi* 

and was sworn in as a Member 

ii by Hon. 8, M. Brockin- 

•■■ St Louis Circuit Court. 

i ll offered the following, which 

und, under rule adopted by the 

tion, ra referred to the Committee 

i'liai «e, the people of the State i»r 
our delegates in Convention as- 
i. being ardently attached to the Union 
Ititoa of this Confederacy, and desirous 
intalning and transmitting it to succeed- 
ing gei according to the letter and 
i tlie Constitution, which we regard as 
tlie highest effort of statesmanship yet made; 
Ihe fact that seven of the States of 
in their sovereign ea 
I i nances (lecturing their con- 
rencral Government dissolved, 
»nd havi further declared to the world a con- 
federated governnxwjf among tberDaelvea ; and 
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other States are deliberating as tfl irlnY 
drawing from the Union ; and that, in mii-opm. 
ion. My foTC* employed against said BfcON 
tliat have declared themselves withdrawn from 
the Union (or that may a0 declare, 1 ) by 
the General Government would destroy 
all hope of reconstructing or piuei iffiiH 
the Union, do earnestly remonstrate and pro- 
teal ngnimt any and all coercion, or attempts 
nt coercion, of mid Btatea, 01 any of them, lute 
submission to the Genera] I lovt-rnmcnt, whether 
it be clothed with the name or pretense Of eXC 
ClUllg the laws of the Union or otherwise, and 
declare that in such contingency Missouri will 
not view the fame with indifference. 

Resoirrrt. That the President of this Conven- 
tion cause a copy of the foregoing resolution 
to be respectfully laid before she President of 
the United States. 

Mr. Ratio offered the following resolution. 

which was reed and referred to the I '.■nun ttftC 

■■n Pedenl Relations : 

Roolvrd by tht I'mplr "f thr Stat 

aibitd, That we are 111 
ably opposed to the doctrine of coercion, be- 
lieving tlint any attempt to carry it in tu prac- 
tice would inevitably result in civil wa', and 
would forever destroy all hopes of preserving 
or reoosatmu nion ; and, lobeBerfng, 

we deem it due to our Northers brethren, to de- 
al it is the determination of the p "pi- 
of Missouri, that in the event that any South 
em State is invaded for tlie purpose of carry- 
ing such doctrine Into affect, to teles, ilieir stand 
bj the side Of their South. -rn brethren and re- 
sist the Inradtt nt all hazards. 

Mr. Gantt. offered the foUowtof mQtafo&, 
which was adopted-. 



_ 



22 



Jteaoirtd, That the Seri>eunl-nt- Arms be di- 
rected io cause nil persons present u specta- 
tors to be MBltd, MM! that when the seat* fur 
llif aceominodadon of the spectators are ex- 
hausted, no further spectators be admitted. 

Mr. EbMHUMI offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted 

Rttalvnl, Thai an mi mi id i' of seven members 
be appointed by Dm President, to whom shall 
bi' referred the communication insule to this 
< nlion by the Hon, Luther J. Glenn, Com- 
missinner from thu Slate of Georgia, and that 
they re[>ort to the Convention such action as 
they may deem a respectful and suitable re- 
sponse thereto on the part of this State. 

The President appointed Messrs. Henderson, 
Birch, Howell, Stewart, Wright, Marvin and 
Knott as said committee. 
On motion of Mr. Pipkiji, 
Retofvd. That Master J. Fielding Long be 
appointed a page of this Convention. 

Mr. Ritciiev gave notice that on to-morrow 
lie would move to rescind that part of the 
•■ighti until nde, for the government of this 
ution, making it the duty of each mem- 
ber making a proposition to read it in his place 
to the Convention. 
On motion of Mr. Rciecrivridos, 
Retetvtd, That Capt. E. D. L'ouzens be re- 
quested to act as Sergeant-at-Arms of thu Con- 
vention until rho arrival of the Scrgeantat- 
Arms elect. 

Mr. Wilsos moved that the Convention now 
adjourn, which motion was decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. Henderson offered the following reso- 
rinn, which was adopted : 

R'tohtil, Thai a committee be apiwmited by 
the President, whose duty it shall be to con- 
tract for any and all printing that niay be or- 
dered by the Convention, and that they report 
as early u practicable. 

The President appointed upon said commit- 
tee Messrs. llendrick, Howell and Woolfolk. 

Mr. Wrlch offered the following, which, on 

I motion of Mr. Hatcher, was laid on the table : 
lit it ordafntd and declared by the people of 
the State of Missouri, in Convention asscm 
bled, as follows: 
The Legislature shall have no power to naas 
special laws for the following purposes : 
OhUgtj or vacate any 
Stale n 
IH minors of age for any 
'urpone. 



third, T-i tJte sale of real estate 

except such as belongs to the State. 

But the Legislature shall have power to 
law* to authorize courts to do and perform the 
various matter* herein prohibited ; prouuW.all 
such laws shall be general and uniform i 
out the State. 

Mr. Gahtt offered the following resold ii«»n, 
which was read and referred to the committer 

I ted to take into consideration the 
iminiLiLlion of the Coinmissioner from the State 
of Georgia : 

RmoJvcd. That this Convention, having re- 
spectfully heard the address of the Commis- 
sioner from our sister State of Georgia, and 
having thus manifested the disposition of the 
people of M ilen with fraternal kind' 

ness to any voice proceeding from any of their 
fellow-citizens of this Union, feels that iu duty 
to the sovereignty which it represents requires 
an unequivocal declaration of the dissent of die 
people ot Missouri from the proposal of which 
the Commissioner from their sister State of 
Georgia ii the messenger. 

Mr. Ray offered the following; resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Rftoivrd, That Col. Doniphan be requested 
to address the Convention in reference to the 

UStiOS of the l'enee Congress. 

Col. Doniphan, being present, came forward 
and addressed the Convention as suggested la 
the resolution. 

Mr. Allks offered the following resolution : 

RtwlvtJ, That the regular session of this Con- 
' i, unless otherwise ordered, shall com- 
mence at ten o'clock in the morning and three 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

Mr. Satrb moved to amend die resolndon 
by striking out the words, "and three o'clock 
in the afternoon." which was agreed to, and 
the resolution us amended was adopt J 

Mr. Ali.ks offered the following, which, on 
motion of Mr. Smith, of St. Louis, was laid on 
the table : 

Rrtolrett, That the BacKtary of this Cootm 
ventioii be authorized to purchase and furnish 
postage Stamps for each of the members and 
offloan of this Convention.. 

Mr. Com woo offered the following, which 
was adopted. 

Rr*rJml, That all the resolutions offered and 
I to the Committee on Federal Relations 
be printed for the use of the Convention. 

Mr. Phi i.i ii m 00 red the following i 
turn, which was adopted". 
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Raoifnl, That Judge Hough be invited to 
address Die Convention npon ihc subject of tin- 
Congress. 

Mr Birch offered the following, which waa 
Jopi 

•W. That the Committee on I 
on*, and the committee to which was 
referred the communication of the Sinte of 
Georgia, u made through ber Commissioner 
OS yesterday, have leave lo sit during ti 

Mr. Fiieci.ey offered the following, which 
m adopted: 

Ruotetd. That Gen. Coulter be requested 
to address the Convention in relation to the 
Peace Congress. 



Gen. Coalter, being present, 
and complied with the request of the Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. Lo.vo offered the following, which waa 
adopted : 

Resolrai, That Judge John B. Henderson be 
requested to address this Convention -upon the 
condition of the Union. 

Mr. Pombbov offered the following, which 
waa adopted i 

Raulrrd, That the officers and member* of 
the present General Assembly of this State, 
what viaitinf the city during the sitting of 
this Convention, be invited to seats within the 
bar. 

On motion of Mr. Gambit, the Convention 
adjourned. 



FIFTH T)A.^T, 

WEDNESDAY. MARCH 6, 1861. 



The 



Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
al!, and waa opened with prayer by the Rev. 

MOW ROE. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday 
•as read and approved. 

Mr. H ATcnnn offered the following preamble 
tad resolutions, which were read and referred to 
the Committee on Federal Relation* : 

•Whereas, it is the deliberate opinion of thia 
i. that, unlets the unhappy contro- 
»y, which now divides the States of this 
leracy, shall l>e satisfactorily adjusted, a 
permanent dissolution of the Union is inevit- 
able; and this Convention, representing the 
wishes of the people of Missouri, is desirous 
of employing every reasonable means to avert 
k dire a calamity, and determined to make a 
final effort to restore the Union and the Consti- 
tution in the spirit in which they were estab- 
lished by the Fathers of the Republic j Therc- 

Raolved, That on behalf of the State of Mis- 
souri, an invitation is hereby extended to the 
Slate* of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, T\ Si ntuckyand Arkansas, 

10 unite with Missouri in nn earnest effort to ad- 
just the present unhappy controversies in the 
spirit in which the Constitution waa origfaaHy 
uonsiatentljr with its principles, to 
ft* ftp aaeon » the people of the slaveholdiug 
Slates uarantees fur the security of 

for this purpose lo appoint 
. un the ICtfi day of 




April next, in the city of Nashville, Tennes- 
see, similar Commissioners appointed by Mis- 
souri, to consider, and, if practicable, ugne up- 
on some united course of action to be pursued 
by said States in secur mis. 

Resolved, That Gen. A. W. Doniphan, Ay- 
lette Buckner, John D. Co&lier, Wftldfl 
P. Johnson, Harrison Hough, Hamilton R. 
Gamble, and Nathaniel W. Watkins, are 
hereby appointed Commissioners, whose duty 
it shall be, when notified by the President of 
this Convention that two or more of saidStates 
have accepted this invitation, to repair to the 
city oi Nashville, Tennessee, on the day desig- 
nated in the foregoing resolution, to meet such 
Commissioners as may be appointed by any 
two or more of said Slates, in accordance with 
the invitation herein contained. 

Ruolvfd, That if said Commissioners, after 
full and tree conference, shall agree upon any 
plan of adjustment, or any course of action to 
be pursued by said States, in accordance with 
these resolutions, the Commissioners hereby 
appointed shall report the same to an adjourned 
session of this Convention, to be held at such 
time a* the CoDTT ■ntioii may hereafter deter- 
mine. 

Retched, That the President of this Conven- 
tion, send copies of these resolutions to the Ex- 
ecutives of the several Stales herein mentioned, 
with a request that thesaid Executives inform 
him as soon as practicable, of the action of their 
respective SuUcb in Cnw rcftftxA., twA 'to.'sx Vos^ 












' ili.it two or more of said State* have 
responded to this invitation, by the? appoint 
ment of Commissioner!, as herein requ 
he shall forthwith inform the Commissioners 
herein appointed of that fact. 

Mr. Hatchrr moved to suspend the rules 
requiring the resolutions to be referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations, and refer 
them to a aelect rommittee of five, which mo- 
tion was deeided in the nesativo. 

The Resolutions were then referred to the 
Commilti-e on I-Vderal Relations, and ordered 
to he pril 

Mr. Swut offered the following, whieh was 
referreil to the Committee on Federal Relations, 
and ordered to he prfnled : 

Resettled, That this Convention express the 
sentiment of the people of Missouri, in declar- 
ing their undiminished and unnlterable attach- 
ment to the Union of these States, under our 
glorious Constitution. That a guarantee of 
our rights upon the subject of slavery, giving 
an equality to the citizen, anQ protection tohia 
property that shall secure us against the threat- 
ened perversion of tho Constitution of the 
United States, from the interpretation which it 
has received in nil the departments of the Fed- 
eral Government, up to the present time, is in- 
dispensably necessary ; and is indispensably 
I latence of the union of these 
Suites. Without guaranties upon that sub. 

■ that effect, our Constitution and 
could not have been made, and they cannot 
exist without them. 

That in the construction oT our government, 
tho idea of the MO "f force, as between the 
States, in holding them together, was wholly 
discarded. It will not only n«it avail for that 
purpose, but the undertaking of it would bo 
usurpation. 

That this Convention appoint Commis- 
sioners, and that we recommend that the States 
of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Car- 
olina. Tennessee, mid Kentucky, to appoint 

Commissioners to meet at in the Stale of 

-on the day of to confer to- 
gether, ami set forth such amendments to tho 
Constitution as will be sufficient for our honor 
and protection of our rights, and to urge upon 
the Slates which have seceded, and upon the 
Northern States, to accede to and adopt them. 

Mr. Du.nx offered the following, whieh was 
rcml imd referred to the Committee on Federal 
Relations ami ordered to be printed* 

Jlesoli-rd by the People of the Slate, uf Minouri 

in Convention aiuenilJetl, That we are in favor of 



the adjustment of our national trouble*, upoa 
the basis of the amendments to tin ■ 
tion of the United States proposed by Senator 
Crittenden, thereby arresting the progress of 
revolution, and securing our constitutional 
rights in the Union, and removing forever from 
the arena of party politics the dangero: 
tional questions that have brought us to the 
verge of ruin. 

Mr. WoouOlk oik-red tho following, 
was read and referred to the Commit > 
Federid Relations and ordered lobe printed, 

Rtsolceii, That the present crisis demands 
that the rights of tho Slave States shot 
secured to them by amendments to the t 
tution, and that thia Convention recoiiiiueinh 
to the Legislature of Missouri that they apply 
to Congress to call a general I'mn, imim of all 
the State* in the manner provided by the Ctm> 
Btitution for the purpose of making such ami od- 
mints thereto as will secure the rights of the 
Slave States, restore peace, and relievo the 
Southern mind of apprehension for the future. 

Mr. Loxo offered the following 
which, on motion of Mr. Fosthb, was I 
the tnl.lr . 

Stmiutd, That the Sergeant-atartns furnish 
each member of this Convention, except the 

8t. Louis delegation, with twenty-five | 

■tuupt, 

Mr. Stiwari offered the following re«olu- 
tiou, which was read and referred to the < oiu- 
mittee on Federal Relations and ordered to l»- 
priuted. 

Resolved, Thatiu tho opinion of this Con- 
vention a Convention of the people of the Bor- 
der States for the purpose of presenting u plan 
of Compromise to a Convention of the people 
of all the State*, would be the most sure and 
efficacious method of adjusting in a fraternal 
spirit the alarming discord* which threaten tin- 
disruption of the Government 

Mr. I.i m on offered the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on I 
Relations ; 

Resolved, That there exists no adequate cause 
why Missouri should secede from the Union, 
and that ahe will do all that she can to i 
peace to the same by satisfactory coinpt 

Mr. UeNDRicK offered the following, winch 
waa read und referred to the Commit 
[Yd. nil li. latiolis; 

1. Resolved, That at the time of the adoption 
of tho Federal Constitution it was the under- 
standing and intention of the people of the 
United Slates that they were thereby united 
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II the purpose* expressed and con- 
instrument as one people, in- 
separable and forever. 

2. /.' I ..it the provisions of the Fed- 

eral Constitution were understood and intended 
by the people of too United States (o be the 
supreme law of the land, and not a mere com- 
pact; and for violations and infractions ttiercol 
r.nl or any State government, disin- 
tegration was not contemplated, but remedies 
u provided In the Constitution to be sought 
and obtained in the Union. 
%. rsssMiW, Thru while the right of revolu- 
it adequate cause, is not denied, yet the 
of the United States, and acta of 
Congress made in pursuance thereof for the 
itttnis«i' Stales into the Union as in- 

tegral parta of the United States, being the su- 
nmn* law nf the land, no Ordinance of Seoes- 
ptcd by a Stat* government can aoro- 

i ftrsohW, Thatthe Ordinances of Secession 
adopted by the several States of the Unioo are 
muQrorlied in [aw and without adequate 
date in fact, and when we are called upon to 
i sample- it is right and proper for 
into consider die legality and propriety of do- 
ing n>. 

. That (be nclion of several of our 

tatee, in adopting Ordinances of Seces- 

>io justifiable cause for Missouri to se- 

wlt. 

Mr. RiTcnrr, in pursuance of notice given 

ed the following, which was 

i 'hat that portion of the eighteenth 

which this Convention is governed, re- 

lt making a proposition to 

distinctly to the Convention, is hereby 

: • (I the following, which was 

ftarfind referred to the committee heretofore 

•1 to take into consideration and n ply 

ttioncr from the State of Georgia 

■i Blade through her Commissioner. 

asUS, The State of Georgia, in Con- 

I, appointed Mr. 1,. J. Glenn 

onei to the State of Missouri, to 

present to the Convention of this State the 

-•ion of the State of Georgia, 

the co-operation of the Stale of 

nation of a Southern Con- 

liereas, by invitation of this 

'I Luther J. Glenn appeared 

'o Convention and pretcnled his commission 



and the Ordinance of Secession of the State of 
Georgia . Be it therefore 

/iVWrw/, By the delegates of the State of Mis- 
souri, in Convention assembled, thnt we respect- 
fully decline considering the Ordinance of Bo- 
cession of the State of Georgia, as to the pro- 
priety of forming a Southern Confederacy. 

Mr. Stewart offered the following, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Conven- 
tion no overt act has been committed by the 
General Government sufficient to justify either 
secession, nullification or revolution. 

Mr. Turner offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Rttolvtd, That a committee of seven mem- 
bers of this Convention (one from each Con- 
gressional District.) be appointed, to whom 
shall be referred all proposed alterations or 
amendments to the Constitution of the 8tate of 
Missouri. 

Mr. Satbe moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, which was decided in the affirmative 
by the following vote, the ayea and noes being 
demanded bj- Mr. Turner : 

Ates— Messrs. Bass, Bast, Birch, Bre'kiu- 
ridge, BiHdge, Brown, Cayce, Chenault, Collier, 
Gominop, Doniphan, Donnell, Douglass, Drake, 
Dunn. Fray ser, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, 
l, Conn, Hall of Buchanan, Flail of 
Randolph, Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, Hitchcock, 
Holme*, Holt, Hough, Howell, Hudgins, Irwin, 
Jamison, Eidd, Knott, Linton, Long, Mnrma- 
duke, Mntson, McCormack, McDowell, Mc- 
Ferran, Morrow, Moss, Noell, Norton, Orr, 
Phillips, Pomeraj, Ray, Ritchey, Ross. Row- 
land, Sawyer, Sayre, Scott, Shackelford of 
Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, Shetley, 
Smith of Linn, Stewart, Tindall, Watkins. 
Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, Vanbuakirk and 
Mr, President— TO, 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Broad bead, 
Bush, Calhoun, Eitzeu, Gravely, Hcndrick, 
How, Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, Leepcr, Mar- 
vin, Maupin, McClurg, Rankin, Smith of St. 
Louis, Turner, Waller, Welch, Wright and 
Zimmerman — 24. 

Abbeht— Messrs. Henderson, Meyer and 
Redd. 

Sick — Messrs. Crawford and Pipkin. 

Mr. Dcmx offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Federal Relations : 

Resolved, By the people of the State of Mis- 
souri, in Convention assembled : That we are 
opposed to military coercion for the purpose of 
subjugatmg tho Slates that have withdrawn 
from the Union, and we would regard any at- 
tempt at bucAi military wasctaft, wsam *»i 
pretext whatever, aa R&ast «ri vim, w\ji\t\v. % 
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successful, would lead, to the establishment of 
a military despotism upon the ruins of the Con- 
stitution. We are also opposed to any act of 
war against the United states by the States 4 
that hare withdrawn from the Union. The 
preservation of the Union depend* upon the 
preservation of the peace. 

Mr. Allbk introduced the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Federal 'Relations : 

Resolved, That the border free and slave 
States be requested by this Convention to co- 
operate together for the settlement of the ques- 
tions that now agitate this country. 

Mr. Ore offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Federal Relations : 

Resolved, That we have the best government 
in the world, and intend to keep it 

Mr. McFxbban offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Federal Relations : 

Resolved, That Missouri deplores the section- 
al strife and alienation existing between the 
North and the Pouth, and regards the same as 
inimical to the dearest rights of Missouri and 
the peace and perpetuity of our Federal Union. 

2. Resolved, That Missouri is an integral 
part of the great West, and declares her fealty 
and attachment to her own -interests and sec- 
tion, and invites her sister States of the West 
to ignore the dogmas of New England on the 
one hand, and the Gulf States on the other ; 
and *t once to inaugurate a Western policy. 



loyal to the Federal Constitution and the Union 
of the States. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following, which 
was adopted : 

Retolved, That the Committee on Accounts 
be instructed to allow the door-keeper and ser- 
geant-at-anns each five dollars par day, and 
the pages each two dollars and fifty cents per 
day's services. 

Mr. 8h ACHLroRD, of Howard, offered the 
following, which was adopted : 

Retolved, That the Committee on Accounts 
be instructed to allow the Chaplain of this Con- 
vention five dollars per day during the sitting 
of this Convention. 

Mr. Turner offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Federal Relations : > 

Resolved, That the people of Missouri de- 
plore the existence in some of .the Northern 
States of acts known as "Personal Liberty 
Bills," designed to nullify the fugitive slave law, 
and giving the Southern 8tates just cause of 
complaint for the violation of the compact exist- 
ing between the States ; which personal liberty 
bills are admitted to be unconstitutional even 
by the Executives of the States having such 
laws ; and we equally deplore the state of feel- 
ing In the South, and the passage of Ordinan- 
ces of Secession by the Southern' States, de- 
claring themselves dissolved from the obliga- 
tions and bonds imposed upon them by the Con-* 
stitution of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Nobtoh, the Convention 
adjourned*? 



SIXTH 



The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Monroe. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday 
was read and approved. 

Mr. Norton offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee 
en Federal Relations : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
vention, that the country and confederacy could 
at once be relieved from its present deplorable 
condition, if the great conservative heart of 
the people of all sections could be appealed to 
independent of the influence of the dema- 
gogues, fanatics and politicians, who sprung 
the present testa for their own benefit ; and 
' thus believing, we suggest that the Legislature 



D-A.Y, 

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1881« 
of the State of Missouri recommend the Crit- 
tenden compromise propositions to Congress as 
amendments to the Federal Constitution, or 
recommend Congress to call a National Con- 
vention, to which these or similar propositions 
shall be submitted as amendments to the pres- 
ent Constitution. 

Mr. Zimhbrman offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations : 

Resolved, That this Convention appoint a 
committee of five to confer with the border 
slave and free States upon the sulyect of tbe 
preservation of the Union upon just and prop- 
er principles, and that a Convention of the 
border slave and free States be called for the 
purpose of forming a Middle Confederacy in 
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the event of the failure of the preservation of 
the present Union. 

Mr. Shackelford, of Howard, offered the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That each member of the Conrerf- 
tion be requested to hand to the Committee on 
Accounts, without delay, a statement of the 
number .of miles travelled by each, to the City 
of Jefferson, that the same may be examined 
and the proper allowance for mileage be made 
bj the Committee. 

Mr. Welch moved to amend by striking ont 
the words " to the City of Jefferson," which 
motion tu rejected by the Convention. 

The question then being on the original re- 
solution, the same was adopted. 

Mr. Wilson, from the Committee heretofore 
appointed, presented' the following report which 
was agreed to : 

Mr. President : The committee to which was 
referred the resolution requiring said commit- 
tee to employ two competent persons to report 
the proceedings and debates, report that they 
have discharged that duty, and have employed 
I«. L. Walbridge and E. Schrick, gentlemen' 
well qualified to discharge the duties required, 
and have agreed to pay said Reporters, each, 
six dollars per day, during the sitting of the 
Convention. All of whieh is respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

Mr. Brows offered the following resolutions, 
which were read, and on motion of Mr. Wklch 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed : 

Resolved, That when this Convention shall 
have finished the business for which it assem- 
bled it shall adjourn to meet in the Represent- 
ativea' Hall, in the city of Jefferson, on Mon- 
day, the first day of July, 1861. 

Resolved, 2d; That a Committee of Seven, 
composing one from each Congressional district 
of the State of Missouri, be elected by ballot, 
whose duty it shall be to conrene the said 
Convention prior to the time designated as 
above, should the exigencies of the time re- 
quire it to be done, by giving fifteen days' no- 
tice in some one of the public newspapers pub- 
lished in each one of the Congressional districts 
of the State of Missouri of the time and place 
of holding the said Convention. 

And be it further Retolved, That the said Com- 
mittee, as soon as practicable after their elec- 
tion, meet together, appoint their Chairman, and 
establish their rules by which they are to be 
governed in convening said Convention, or de- 
riding upon the practicability of $o doing. ' 



Mr. Breckinridqe offered the following 
resolutions, which were read and referred to 
the Committee on Federal Relations : 

Resolved by the People of Miuouri. in Convention 
Assembled, That secession is a dangerous polit- 
ical heresy; finding no warrant In the constitu- 
tion or laws which lie at the foundation of our 
systems of government 

Resolved, That Missouri will do nothing to 
sanction, support or countenance the pretended 
right of secession, since its approval by the 
people involves the destruction of all our insti- 
tutions, whether State or Federal. 

Resolved, That the government which our 
fathers formed, and which for nearly three 
quarters of a century has failed in nothing to 
answer the ends for which it was established, is 
suited to the habits, and adapted to the wants 
of the American people, and that every dictate 
of wisdom requires us to direct our efforts 
rather to its preservation than the formation of 
any substitute for it. 

Resolved, That we deplore the action of some 
of our Southern brethren in adopting ordi- 
nances of Secession, and assuming a hostile 
attitude towards the Federal authorities. In 
inserting that secession is a remedy for the 
grievances of which the South complains ; in 
seeking to destroy the Federal government, 
which is of itself guiltless of wrong ; and in 
forgetting that in and through the Union are 
better means and ampler facilities for redressing 
all grievance than out of it — they have com- 
mitted grave errors ; and whilst Missouri will 
exhaust all efforts in restoring harmony and 
securing justice, she recognizes no obligation 
to support them in these proceedings, believing 
that thereby she would prejudice rather than 
promote the best interest of all concerned. 

Retolved, That it is essential to the existence 
of government that some authority should be 
charged with the duty of executing the' laws, 
and that the proper action of the constituted 
authorities should be supported and obeyed ; 
and although we deprecate any collision be- 
tween the Federal government and our disaffec- 
ted Southern brethren, it is the opinion of this 
Convention that these duties and obligations, 
as prescribed by and under our Federal Consti- 
tution, cannot be annulled or impaired consist- 
ently with the peace, dignity, or existence of 
the governments, 8tate or Federal. 

Resolved, That for the thorough and final re- 
moval of all cause of complaint against our 
brethren of the Northern States, we dft*Ve%^hfe 
enforcement' of tivo, ConiAtqfttaffiJs\ ^Mfiwaatet 



concerning the rendition of fugitives from 

■ \ n ■i)iiiu'iiitii"«n of mi v purpose to inter- 
Rm with >lnvrv in the States or ill the District 
of Cultimhiii. Of with MM inter-Mate tiara trade, 

ids equitable and complete adjustment 

of the territorial question bated BpOB IB aban- 
donment by the Nor(h of any purpose to use 
the power of the General Government to re- 
press or extinguish slavery, and by the South 
of any purpose to use the power of the Gen- 
eral Government to perpe'.uate and extend it ; 
and lli:it we confidently rely upim the justice 
of our Northern brethren to aid by appropri- 
ate legislation, or by adequate constitutional 
amendments, in producing these results, and 
in Mooring their enforcement and observance 
hy a cordial compliance with their spirit. 

Rtsvtirtl, That we appeal to our sister States 
of Kentucky, Arkansas, Tennessee, North Car- 
olina, Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware. 
whose interests arc so closely identified with 
oar own, to stand firmly with us in the posi- 
tion we assume, asking of our Northern bretb- 
I'nll recognition of our just claims, 
and of our Southern brethren a reconsidera- 
tion of their hasty action — that so may be re- 
stored the old relations of peace, prosperity 
■nd perfect union. 

Mr. Moss offered the following resolutions, 
which were read and referred to the Committee 
on Federal Relations : 

Rt.wlivd, That believing there is no hope left 
for a aettletnen t of our present difficulties, except 
by the action of the people at the ballot box, we 
recommend the calling of a National Conven- 
tion, to be composed of delegates elected bj 
the people; and believing- further that it is of 
: importance tn have unity and concert 
of action on the part of the friends of the Union, 
and being satisfied that a large majority of the 
people of the United States are in favor of what 
are known as the Crittenden resolutions as a 
baatl of setlomeut, Missouri will occupy that 
ground, and we call upon the friends of peace 
and the Union in the slaveholding and non- 
ilaveholding States to take imsition with Mis- 
souri, mid, if possible, instruct their delegates 
to the National Convention to make the Crit- 
tenden resolutions the basis of settlement of 
our difficulties. 

Rewired, That being unalterably opposed to 
any attempt on the part of the General Gov- 
ernment to coerce a seceding State, Missouri 
will never furnish men and money for that pur- 



Mr. CniiiNao offered the following reioln 
lions, which were read and referred I 
Committee OH Federal Relations. 

Where*!, under our Federal Government 
we have been one of the greatest and ooa m ih« 
most prosperous nations of the earth ',and 
an, said government, if faithfully administered, 
mutely secure to its subjects a degree 
of happiness and greatness never yet attained 
by any other people; and, uAmru, there are 
strong reasons for fearing thai the ronnicting 
views and feelings of the people nf this Con- 
federacy may result in the sub version of the 
Government under which we have so greatly 
prospered, and plunge our nation into the vor- 
tex of civil war, and drench the land v- 
tcrmil blood: Tlttrtfort, wc, the people of the 
State of Missouri, in Convention assembled, do 
hereby 

Ruolve, 1st. Tliat under the Federal Govern- 
ment the people of the United States of Ann-nVi 
have hitherto been greatly prospered fit bOBM 
and respected abroad; and Hint to it they an 
mainly indebted for the high position thet 
have attained among the nations of the earth. 

2. Rrsolved, That we are warmly attached to 
the Federal Union, and that wc will not ccom 
our efforts for its preservation, until hone that 
we may obtain an honorable settlement of our 
difficulties ceases to be rational. 

3. Resolved, That we believe all onr national 
difficulties may be settled, and that peace and 
fraternal feeling will he again restored, if the 
people of the North should be allowed the time, 
and can obtain the privilege of uttering their 
voice at the ballot box. 

4. Resolved, That without the further exer- 
cise of a spirit of forbearance, conciliate 
compromise, there can bo no hope of an adjust- 
ment of our national difficulties ; and that unless 
they be amicably adjusted, civil war will inev- 
itably ensue : and, an a necessary consequence, 
financial and social and moral ruin must follow, 
together with scenes of carnage and violence 
without a parallel in the history of our race 

5. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Con- 
vention, the compromise resolutions offered by 
Senator Crittenden, at the late session of Con 
gress, present a basis of adjustment that is at 
once honorable and permanent; that it is not 
unreasonable to hope that the seceded States 
would ultimately return into the Union on that 
basis were it adopted ; and that no propositions, 
materially differing from those above ind 
will be so well calculated to restore peace, and 
dispel the darkness. that ove-nViadwwa the land. 
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6. Resolved, That whatever may be our views 
ouching the action of the seceded States ; how- 
ever much we may regret their liaste, and how- 
!Tcr much we may feel the injustice which they 
lave done their sister slare Mates, we belieTe 
my attempt on the part of the General Govern- 
ment to coerce them back would involve the 
whole nation in civil war, and would forever 
preclude the possibility of a reunion of the 
States. 

7. Resolved, That whether Missouri shall con- 
tinue to occupy her present status, or shall 
hereafter be compelled to seek other alliances, 
nhe will not submit to, nor tolerate, but will 
resist and oppose any attempt that may point 
to the coercion of the seceded States. 

8. Retolved, That, in order further to carry 
forward our efforts to procure our liberties and 
union, we recommend a Convention of the peo- 
ple of the border States for the purpose of pre- 
senting a plan of adjustment to be submitted 
to the people of all the States that have not 
seceded. 

Mr. McDowell presented the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Retolved, That Hon. John Reynolds, late 
Governor of Illinois, be invited to address this 
Convention, in this Hall, on next Friday eve- 
ning, at 7 o'clock. 

Mr. Gahtt offered the following resolutions, 
vhich were read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Federal Relations . 

1. Retolved, That the Government which is 
the birthright of the citizens of this Union, 
molting from the combined action of the Fed- 
eral Constitution and those of Federal States, 
•«, beyond any of which history speaks, calcu- 
lated for the promotion of the great ends for 
vhich governments were established among 
mankind. 

2. Retolved, That the physical peculiarities 
of oar widely extended country, and its varie- 
ties of soil and climate, necessitating a diversi- 
ty of pursuits and a division of labor, and sec- 
onding most auspiciously the far-reaching and 
long-sighted wisdom and patriotism of those 
who laid the foundations of the American Un- 
ion, have raised this country, in the short space 
of three scon years and ten, to the full stature 
of a first-rate power, differing from other na- 
tionalities of equal rank chiefly in this : that 
whereas centuries of struggle, of misfortune, 
and painful vicissitude have brought them to 
their present state, our happy condition is the 
achievement of hopeful and expanding youth, 
a few years of prosperity uncheckered with re- 



verse, and the blessing of Heaven upon the 
best system of government which the wisdom 
and piety of mankind ever devised for the wel- 
fare of the human race. 

8. Retolved, That while nothing which is 
the work of living man is free from imperfec- 
tion, it may be said, without unbecoming pre- 
sumption, that the successful solution by the 
fathers of our nation, of the great problem of 
government, ("which never before was able to 
hit and maintain the golden mean between des- 
potism and anarchy,) has not only made the 
United States the envy of the universe, but 
has been, and, despite the dangers that threat- 
en us, still is, the pole-star and the watch word 
throughout the world of those who are strug- 
gling for liberty. 

4. Resolved, That while this is the benign 
aspect which this country wears towards op- 
pressed and struggling nationalities, our flag, 
which now waves over every sea, carries to 
the governments of the remotest regions of the 
earth, a warning that wherever the humblest 
American citizen is found, the protection of a 
mighty, vigilant and proud nation accompanies 
and watches over him. 

5. Retolved, That the enjoyment of the in- 
numerable blessings which flow from our Na- 
tional Union is a boon, for gaining which, the 
most spiritless of mankind would gladly barter 
their blood ; and that the people of the United 
States, on pain of being condemned as unwor- 
thy and degraded men, standing in most hide- 
ous contrast with their heroic forefathers, must 
transmit this sacred inheritance unimpaired to 
their children. 

6. Retolved, That coercion in the sense of 
civil war waged by one section of the country 
upon the other with the design of bringing any 
State or States into subjection, and holding 
them as conquered provinces, is not only a 
moral, political and military impossibility, but 
is subversive of the central idea on which the 
Union of these States was formed ; but that the 
same word in the sense of a faithful execution 
of the supreme law of tho land (of which the 
fugitive slave law and the law for the suppres- 
sion of the African slave trade are examples) 
means no more than what is inseparably bound 
up with the very nature of government — and 
that government deprived of its healthful func- 
tions, is the idlest of all solemn mockeries. 

7. Retolved, That tho present is a crisis, the 
importance of which no language can exagger- 
ate. That our national existence, our civil lilt- 
erties, the right of every peaceful tad wA<«Vj 
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citizen to enjoy the fruits of his toil, and free- 
dom from the tyranny of tumultuary violence, 
all depend upon what the next few months may 
bring forth. That in the conclusions which 
may then be reached will be found the answer 
to the inquiry, whether this proud and power- 
ful nation shall become a Hissing and a re- 
proach, furnishing one more theme for the ex- 
ultation of the friends of arbitrary govern- 
ment ; or shall vindicate our claim to be con- 
sidered as the faithful depositaries of the best 
hopes of mankind. 

Mr. Moss offered the following order, which 
was, on motion of Mr. Lawix, laid on the table : 

Ordered, That tho Inaugural Address of the 
President of the United States bo committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House, to be de- 
nominated a Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. Flood offered the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations : 

Whkbias, Seven of onr sister States hare 
withdrawn from the General Government and 
have formed a new Confederacy ; therefore 

1. Resolved, That it is the wish of the State 
of Missouri that the officers and soldiers of the 
Forts, and the officers of the Custom Houses 
belonging to the United States, within the lim- 
its of said seceding States, be withdrawn. 

2. Resolved, That the President of this Con- 
vention make known our wishes to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That a committee of two be ap- 
pointed by the President to wait upon the Hon. 
John B. Clark, member of Congress from the 
Third Congressional District of Missouri, and 
invite him to address this Convention at -aueh 
time as may suit his convenience. 

Mr. Boot moved to amend by adding the 
name of Hon. John W. Noell, which motion 
was agreed to by the Convention. 

Mr. Ddkii moved to amend by adding the 
name of Captain Craig. 

Mr. Sbkelet moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding all the members of the present 
Congress now in the city. 

And thereupon, by leavo of the Convention, 
Mr. Phillips withdrew the original resolution. 

Mr. Bbown offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the resolution requiring all 
resolutions referred to the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations to be printed be rescinded. 



Mr. Matsoji offered the following resolution, 
which, on motion of Mr. Phillips, was laid 
on the table : 

Resolved, That this Convention invite Hoq. 
A. H. Buckner to address it on the subject of 
his mission to the Peace Conference. 

Mr. Ikwin offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations : 

Resolved, By the people of the State of Mis- 
souri, in Convention assembled, that the basis 
of settlement proposed in the resolutions of the 
Hon. John J. Crittenden of Kentucky, had the 
same been adopted, would have met with our 
hearty approval, believing at the same time 
that they contained nothing to which the South 
is not justly entitled ; yet in view of the dan- 
gers which surround us, and which threaten 
the disruption and final overthrow of our glo- 
rious Republic, involving interests the value, 
yea, the preciousness of which can never be 
estimated, we will approve of any other fair 
and honorable plan of adjustment that will 
bring peace to our distracted country, and fur- 
nish proof to the world that, as a nation, we are 
one great people — one in name, one in interest, 
one in destiny. 

Mr. Sua£kklfobd, of Howard, moved a re- 
consideration of the vote on the adoption of the 
resolution inviting Hon. John Reynolds to ad- 
dress the Convention, which was agreed to, and 
thereupon the resolution was laid on the table 
by the Convention. 
Mr. Wilsox offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the people of Missouri, bf 
their delegates assembled in this Convention, 
do hereby tender to the Hon. John J. Critten- 
den, of Kentucky, and the Hon. Stephen A. 
Douglas, of Illinois, their thanks for their pa- 
triotic, able and untiring efforts, during the 
last session of Congress, to settle and adjust 
the sectional difficulties which now, so unhap- 
pily, distract the people of this great Confed- 
eracy ; and, although they have been as yet 
unsuccessful, yet we feel assured that the labors 
of these distinguished patriots will be grateful- 
ly remembered by every true friend of Liberty 
and Union in all time to come. 

Which was adopted by the following vote, 
the ayes and noes being demanded by Mr. 
Ritchey : 

Atks— -Messrs. Alien, Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Brown, Bush, Calhoun, Cayce, Collier, Ctfmin- 
go', Crawford, Donncll, Drake, Dunn, Eitzen, 
Frayser, Flood, Foster, Gantt, Givens, Gorin, . 
Gravely, Harbin, Hatcher, Hendrick, Hill, , 
Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, Hud- ' 
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n, I* bell, Jack ion, Johnson, .1. 

■per, Linton, Long, Marma- 

<.in, Matson, MeClurg, McCormaek, 

L McFerrao, Meyer, Morrow, Mom, 

rton, Orr, Phillips, Rankin, liny. 

Rots, Rowlan naekeHbrd i>r 

Shackelford of St. Louis, Sheeley, 

Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Stewart, 

Taller, Weldh, Wilson. Woodson, 

Wright, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman 

resident— «8. 



Noes — Xone. 

Absent oh lb at£ — Messrs Chenault, Don- 
iplinu, Douglass, Gamble, Hall of Hiichannn, 
Hall of Randolph, Henderson, Hough, Pomo 
roy, Sawyer, Redd and Watkins. 

AnansT — Messrs, Maupin, Sayre and Tin- 
dall. 

Sick — Mr. Pipkin. 

On motion of Mr Sueej-et, the Convention 
adjourned. 






SEVENTH 



FBI DAY, MARCH 8, 1861. 



ii met pursuant to adjourn- 
wa» opened with prayer by the Iter. 

■08- 

iroal of the proceedings of yesterday 
nd approved. 

uous offered the following reeolti- 

ch were read and referred to the Com- 

Federal Relations : 

That the diflerenee existing between 

era and Southern States can be better 

the Union than out of it, and dial 

to be done by a spirit of mutual for. 

and concession, 

That whenever we exhaust all 
compromise the existing differences. 
giren the people In Southern and 
Staffs time to reflect and act, and we 
rt of the free States and the 
■uthern 8tates that they do nut lore 
uttieii'iilly to make concessions sufli- 
thenitwill behoore us, with 
-that is, those States border- 
nod Mississippi rivers — with 
Jina, to meet in Convention and de- 
ft will be best for them to do in the 

hi* offiTt-d Che following resolution, 

that the rule requiring it to be re- 

: Committee on Federal Relations 

•1, which motion was decided in the 

ion was then read and 

ag to the rule . 

That tout Conrention earnestly de- 

y settlement ol the questions which 

-tranged the people of the dif- 

>ns i>i ' 1 States from each 

> hope that measures 

s inaugurated to allay the present 

ami restore peace and harmony 

■ereral States; and that, in the 



opinion of this Conrention, any attempt OP Hat 
part of the Executive of the United States to 
coerce, by force of arms, the seceding States 
again into the Union, will be both unwise and 
impolitic, tending to force the border State* 
to secession, and all the States into civil war. 

Mr. Tcrnee offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and referred to the Com- 
mit i. n FeJeral Relations. 

1. Rtsolved, Tliat we, the people of the State 
of Missouri, are immovably Attached to tin: 
Constitution of the United States, and that while 
wt Imve a vi'ncniti'fii for tin- patriotic names of 
Washington, Jefferson and Madison, wc will 
ever uphold and defend that sacred instrument 
from the violence, treason and fanaticism of 
either Northern or Southern traitors. 

2. Resolved, That we deny the existence of 
the right of secession in government affairs, be- 
lieving that the existence of such right would 
be destructive to the permanency of our na- 
tional government, which we understand to 
hut' been intended to be perpetual by the 
frsmors of the Constitution. 

8. ItootrMd, That while we deny the right of 
secession, wc hold to the inalienable right of 
revolution, whenever the Government 
which we live becomes so oppressive or tyran- 
nical that the evils of revolution can better be 
borne ami endured than the oppressions com- 
plained of. 

4. Raatvtd, That in the opinion of this Con- 
vention the General Government is the palla- 
dium of the liberties of Ihe people of the 
United States, and as long as it continues to 
protect and defend the liberties and rights of 
the citizens of Missouri, so long will Missouri 
stand true and loyal to the Union and Consti- 
tution, regardless of what other Stale* xaa-j »«.« 
proper to do in the pwtobM- 
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Mr. Catce offered the following resolution : 

Retolved, That the Committee for Publication 
be requested to have three hundred copies of 
the roll struck, with the postoffice address of 
each member, for the use of the members of 
this Convention. 

Mr. Ddnn moved to amend by striking out 
" three hundred " and inserting Ave hundred, 
which amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Sueblet moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by inserting county, age, place of nativity, 
post office address and profession, and that each 
member be requested to furnish the Secretary 
with the information, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Crawford moved to amend after the 
word " nativity " by adding " antecedents in 
politics," which was rejected. 

The resolution, as amended, was then 
adopted. 

Mr. Howell offered the following, which, 
on motion of Mr. Sheeley, was laid on the 
table: 

Retolvtd, That the Committee on Printing 
procure the printing and binding of copies 
of the debates in, and proceedings of, this Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Bush offered the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Federal 
Relations : 

Retolved, That the history of all nations, from 
the ancient to the modern times, has proven 
that the dismemberment of any one nation into 
several governments, or confederacies, has re- 
sulted in anarchy, despotism and ruin, and that 
as in Union there is strength, so in disunion 
there is destruction. 

Mr. Rat offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be 
requested to inquire into the propriety and 
probable cost of having copies of the de- 
bates in, and proceedings of, this Convention 
published in . pamphlet form, and report the 
same to this Convention for future action. 

Mr. Lebfer offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations : 

1. Retolvtd by the People of Mittouri, in Con- 
vention assembled, Whereas, great disquietude 
exists in this Government, in the Gulf States of 
the South, by the aggressive acts of the extreme 
Northern States; therefore 

2. Retolved, That this Convention condemns 
the aggressive acts of the North, and the hasty 
and precipitate action of the Southern or se- 

ceded States. 



8. Resolved, That the course pursued by South 
Carolina and other seceding States is no reason 
that Missouri should follow their example. 

4. Retolved, That it is the duty of Missouri 
and the other border States to take a firm posi- 
tion for the maintenance of the Union, the pre- 
servation of our Constitution, and the honor of 
our flag ; and, if necessary, to form a central 
republic of the border States, both North and 
South, adopting the Constitution as our supreme 
law, the stars and stripes as our ensign, and 
invite our wandering sister States to assume 
their original position in the family of States 
forming this great confederacy. 

6. Retolved, That this Convention is opposed 
to the present Executive attempting to force or 
coerce the seceding States back into the Union, 
and that this Convention is equally opposed to 
South Carolina, or any or all of the seceding 
States, attacking or inaugurating a war for the 
purpose of capturing any fort, fortification or 
other public property belonging to the United 
States. 

Retolved, 6M, That the people wish all the na- 
tional difficulties settled by some just and hoa 
orable compromise, and would for this purposa 
recommend those resolutions known as the 
Crittenden Resolutions, or any other plan that 
would do justice both to the North and Sooth. 

Mr. Lokg offered the following resolution, 
which on motion of Mr. Crawford was lsit 
on the table by the following vote, the svh 
and noes having been demanded by Mr. Low: 

Retolved, That the inaugural address «f . 
President Lincoln is a message of peace sal 
not of war. 

Ates.— Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Bu^ 
Bogy, Brown, Calhoun, Cayce, Chensalt, 
Collier, Comingo, Crawford, Doniphan, Doe- 
nell, Drake, Dunn, Frayser, Flood, Gireas, 
Gorin, Gravely, Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, Holt, 
Hough, Howell, Hud gins, Irwin, Jamison, Msr> 
maduke, Matson, McConnack, McDowefl, -J 
Noell, Phillips. Pomeroy, Rankin, Redd, Bit* ' 
ey, Sawyer. Sayre, Shackelford of St. Loafs, =3 
Sheeley, Waller, Watkins, Wilson, Woolfolk, 
Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman and Mr. Fresideat 
—62. 

Noeb.— Messrs. Breckinridge, Broadhead, ■ 
Bridge, Bush, Eitzen, Foster, Gantt, Bender- J 
son, Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmes, Howe, 
Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, Lecper, Linton, Lot* 
Marvin, Maupin, McClurg, McFerran, Merer, 
Morrow, Moss, Norton, Orr, Ray, RewlaaaV 
Scott, Smith of St. Louis, Turner, Welch, 
Woodson and Wright— 87. 

Absent : Messrs. Knott, Ross, Stewart saasV 
Tindal. 

Absent on Leave : Mesara. Douglass, Ga«»~ "' 
ble, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph. 
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Sick : Messrs. Birch and Pipkin. 

Mr. Tcrsee moved to take up the resolu- 
tion introduced by him on yesterday, and laid 
on the table, for the appointment of a Commit- 
tee of seven members, (one from each con- 
gressional district,) to whom shall be referred 
all proposed alterations or amendments to the 
Constitution of the State of Missouri, which 
motion was decided in the negative by the 
following vote, the ayes and noes having been 
demanded by Mr. Comitoo. 

Ates. — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Bogy, Breckin- 
ridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Eit- 
«*n, Frayser, Gantt, Gravely, Henderson, 
Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Howell, 
Hudgins, Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, Kidd, Lee- 
per, Marvin, Maupin, McClurg, Meyer Mor- 
row, Orr, Rankin, Scott, Smith of Linn, Smith 



of St Louis, Turner, Welch, Wilson, Wright 
and Zimmerman — 39. 

Noes. — Messrs. Allen, Bartlctt, Brown, 
Cayce, Chenault, Collier, Comingo, Crawford, 
Doniphan, Donnell, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, 
Flood, Foster, Givens, Gorin, Harbin, Hatcher, 
Hill, Holt, Irwin, Jamison, Linton, Long, Mar- 
mad uke, Matson, McCormack, McDowell, 
McFerran, Moss, Noell, Norton, Phillips, Pom- 
eroy, Ray, Redd, Ritchey, Rowland, Sawyer, 
Saver, Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of 
St. Louis, Sheeley, Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
Vanbuskirk and Mr. President — 49. 

Absent on Lkavk — Messrs. Gamble, Hall 
of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, Hough and 
Watkins. 

Absknt — Messrs. Knott, Stewart and Tin- 
dall. 

Sick — Messrs. Birch and Pipkin. 

On motion of Mr. Wblch, the Convention 
adjourned. 



EIGHTH DA.Y. 



The Convention met, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Monroe. 

The Journal of the Proceedings of yesterday 
was read and approved. 

The Committee on Printing submitted the 
following report : 

The Committee on Printing respectfully re- 
port that they have made diligent inquiry in 
relation to the printing to be required by the 
Convention, and find it difficult to specify the 
precise kind of work necessary ; and it is al- 
most impossible to give a schedule of prices. 

The Committee have, therefore, made ar- 
rangements with George Knapp & Co., who 
agree to execute the printing for the Conven- 
tion, on the same basis as that adopted in the 
Revised Statutes of Missouri, and applicable to 
Public Printing. 

All printing in book form, to be done on 
good, strong paper, in such type as may be di- 
rected by the Committee or Officer having 
•uperin tendance thereof. All documents and 
other job work, with snch type and paper as 
may be directed by the proper officer. The 
printing to be done promptly, in a neat and 
workmanlike manner. 

Price for blank forms, 624 cents for the first 
eight quires, each; and for every additional 
quire, 50 cents. 

For public documents, the price to be 50 
cents per thousand ems, for the first hundred 
8. 
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copies, and 10 cents per thousand ems for each 
additional hundred copies. 

For pressing sheets, folding and stitching, 
and covering with strong paper cover, not over 
5 cents per volume, for less than 82 pages for 
each volume ; substantially half bound, leather 
covers and backs, and lettered, 80 cents. 

The Committee recommend the adoption of 
the following resolutions : 

1. Raolved, That the Secretary of the Con- 
vention bo instructed to have the printing done 
by George Knapp & Co., on terms as above. 

2. Resolved, That the Secretary be instruct- 
ed to have printed at least 5,000 copies of the 
Debates and Proceedings, in pamphlet form, 
for the use of the members of the Convention. 

LITTLE BERRY HENDRICK, 
WM. J. HOWELL, 
ALEX. M. WOOLFOLK. 

Mr. Shbblbt moved to strike out the sec- 
ond resolution in said report, which motion 
was agreed to. The report of said Committee 
was then adopted by the Convention. 

Mr. Ibwik offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Where ab, A resolution was Introduced into 
this body, on yesterday, declaring that the In- 
augural of President Lincoln is one of peace, 
and not of war, which resolution was, on mo- 
tion, laid on the table, 



Am., Wii»:hkas, it luts bun represent) il 
that Ate action of the Convention miy be wiv- 
ed in the light of a tu*t vote, therefore, 

Jtesoli>rf, That tlie action of the Convention, 

in hying said rejolnlion pa the tabic, oannot, 
with thi' least propriety or show of truth, bo 
considered as any test whatever of the sense of 
this Convention, relative to the sentiment enun- 
ciated in Enid resolution. 

Dim offered the following resolution, 
which *u adopted : 

'red, That the committee on printing 
shall i-onu*>ci for printing five thousand copies 
of Ota proceedings ami debutes of this Conven- 
tion, in pamphlet form, and one thousand cop- 
ies, to be bound, as soon as the General Assem- 
bly shall make an appropriation to pay lor the 
same. 

Mr. Gamwli;, from the Committee on Feder- 
al Relations, presented the following report, 
which was read, and on motion of 

Mr. DOVlFlLUr, was laid on the table, order' 
cd to lw printed, and rruule the special order of 
the day for Monday, at half-past ten o'clock, 

A. M. 

ib-j'oil and Rttolutiant of Committee on Federal 

Rthttioia i 

The Committee on Federal Relations beg leave 
to report. On looking to the present condition of 
our hue pro-] emus, happy end united countiT, 
wc see seven of our sister States by Uba action of 
1 Ymventions declaring tin -m-. li I - separated 
from the Uniicd States, and organizing f>T them- 
selves a distinct national government; while 
Others are in a disturbed condition, looking anx- 
iously to the future, and uncertain about all that 
is to come. 

If, in our astonishment at the sudden disrup- 
tion of our nation, we attempt to tniee the causes 
that have produced the disastrous result, we And 
that the origin of the difficulty i.s rather in the 
alienated feelings existing between the Northern 
and Southern sections oi the country, than in the 
actual injury -suffered by either; rather in the an- 
ticipation of future evils, than in the pressure of 
any now actually endured. 

It is true that the people of the Southern Status 
have a right to complain of the incessant abuse 
poured upon their institutions by the press, iho 
pulpit, and many of tbc people of the North. It. 
is true that they have a right to complain of legis- 
lative enactments designed to interfere with i he 
assertion of their constitutional rights. It is true 
rim r the! hostile feeling to Southern institutions 
entertained by many at the North have mani- 
fested themselves in mob violence interfering 
with the execution of laws made to secure the 
rights o/Southorn citizens. It is true that in one 



instance this fanatics] fa list 1. 

1 invasion of a Sou i hern State by 
few madmen, who totally misundi r 
stitution they came to subvert. It is true that 
sectional political party has been organised attbe 
North, based upon the idea that the Institution 
Southern slavery is not to be allowed to extend 
itselfinto the Territories of the I ulted State*, 
that this party has for the present possessed I 
of the power of the Government. 

Whilst it is thus true that the people of the South 
have well-grounded complaints against many 
of their fellow-citizens of the North, it is equally 
true that heretofore there has been no complai: 
-t the action or the Federal Government 
any of irs departments, a? designed to violate 
rights of the Southern States. 

By some incomprehensible delusion mrnr 
Northern people hnve come to believe that 
some manner they are ehargeaM » ith complici- 
ty in "hat they arc pleased to consider the sin ef 
slavery, and for which, as existing in the South- 
ern States, they arc just as much responsible s» 
they are for the same relation existine in tot 
heart of Africa. This morbid sensitiveness hu 
been ministered to by religious and political sgj- 
tutors for the purpose of increasing- their own 
importance and advancing their own interests! 
and the natural consequences have followed 
bursts of mob violence and of political octioi 
against the owners of slaves. 

While the prejudice thtw existing in the North- 
ern mind is Intent, not exhibiting itself in notion, 
we may lament It > existence, and the estranE*- 
meut it produces; but wc trust in such ca 
all others of similar character, that a bolter 
knowledge of the subject will remove the prrj' 
dice. Already ihe awakened attention of tht 
Northern people gives promise that the miserable 
agitators will be stript of their power over the 
public mind, and that reason and a correct seme 
of duly and of justice will ultimately prevail, 
and dispose our Northern fellow-citizens to iulflll 
all Ihe duties they owe to us as citizens of the 
sume country, living tinder the snme I 
inherit its of the same blood, and sharer* in 
same destiny. 

So far as the prejudice complained of h»» 
manifested Itsell In legislative action, she 0M 
plaint is not merely that such action vfol 
Constitution of the United States, hecsu 
own Slate has pnssed acts which hare been d** 
by our own judicial tribunals and byllw 
Supreme Court of ihe United States to be viol*- 
tion* of the Consiitution of the United State* 
and those familiar with the jndieialhistory of the 
country know that many. If not all the States o 
the Union, have at times passed laws which ba 
been hold to ha Inconsistent with tin 

tii 'ii . Some of these acts related to land 
some to contracts, some affected commer> I 
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nations and between Ibc Stales; bnt all 
»"nrh laws as they were, not pruilucod by my |i . 
tional feeling, were kft to be decided upon by tho 
tribunate of (be country with an ultimate nppeal 
to the- Supreme Court of the United St; 
final arbiter on nil coses arising under tbe Con- 
ases produced no excitement in 
tbe pobKe mind, and all confidence was reposed 
in that elevated tribunal that it would vindicate 
the supreme 'institution. 

There Is no reason to apprehend that that 
tribunal would shrink from declaring the 
das* of enactments of which we are now treat- 
ing, which ore aimed against tho rights of 
tlavcho tenant to tho Constitution, 

ud therefore- void. There is, therefore, anob- 
W'us remedy for the grievances arising ont of 
this unconst tulionol legislation, and that, too, a 
remedy provided by the Constitution Itself for an 
rrtl ion-seen when ft was made. Moreover, then 
are indications of a returning tense of justice in 
lu-rn States, from which we may hope 
forth* voluntary repeal of these obnoxious en- 

l?pon the subject of the violent interference by 
neb* with tbe execution of the fugitive slave 
tar, and the forcible abduction of slave* when 
ir owners in tlie Northern States, tt is 
proper to observe there reigns throughout this 
land a spirit of insubordination to law I 
probably unequatcd in any other (irflixcd conn- 
B? on Ike globe, While this is true, It is a fact 
of shich we can still be proud that the judicial 
tribunals or the Federal Government have not 
fifled hi any case brought before them to main- 
tain the rights of Southern citizens, and to punish 
t u» violators of those rights. 

When Southern soil is Invaded by Northern 
en for tbe purpose of overthrowing tho in- 

i ulon of slavery, they meet their death by tho 
It*, and that is the end of their scheme-. 

The fact that a sectional party avowing oppo- 
sition to the admission of shivery into tho Terti- 
* Ma? of the Doited States has been organized, 
sod ha* for the present obtained possession of the 
Government, in to be deeply regretted, because it 
"liens before us all the dangers against which the 
Father of bis Country so earnestly warned us. 

Hut tbe history of our country for a few years 
tack instructs us in the truth that politcai par- 
tis*, oreo when coming Into power with ovcr- 
vtohning popularity, soon melt away under the 
T iMhcjace of internal jealousies and disappoint- 
•santa and the attacks of vigilant opponents. 

When a party comes into power upon the 
basis of a Finjctc question of policy, there is Boon 
found ll it government can not be ad- 

t a lufa t en -d upon a single idea, mid its supporters 
become divided upon the questions which affect 
(heir own interests. 



There is every reason to hope that tho party 
which has just assumed the reins of government 
will Ifeej Hi. it the vast interests entrusted fe 
manage meuc are of much greater importance 
than the question whether slaves shall or shall 
not he admitted into nil the territory that now 
belongs to the United Slates. There is reason to 
hope that when the masses of that party under- 
stand that the admission of slaves into a IVrri 
tory does not Increase the number of alaves In 
being, they will he prepared to make any ar- 
rangement with their Southern brethren which 
shall assure to them equal rights in the common 
Territories. 

Under the state of facts now existing it wonld 
seem almost needless to speak of the propriety of 

■of Missouri engaging in aro\": 
against the Federal Government. BBOMtDB is 
tho word commonly employed when tho revolu- 
tion now in progress is mentioned; but as the 
Constitution of the United State* recognir.es no 
power in any State to destroy tho Government, 
the word "secession," when used in this paper is 
to be understood as equivalent to revolution. 

To involve Missouri in revolution, under present 
circumstances, is certainly not demanded by the 
magnitude of the grievances of which wc com- 
plain, nor by the certainty that they cannot be 
otherwise mid more peacefully remedied, nor by 
the hope that they would be remedied or even 
diminished by such revolution. 

The position of Missouri in relation to the ad- 
jacent States which would continue in the Union, 
would necessarily expose her, if she became a 
member of a new confederacy, to utter destruc- 
tion whenever any rupture might take place be- 
tween the different republics. In a military as- 
• ession ami n connection with a Southern 
confederacy is annihilation for our State. 

Many of our largest interests would perish un- 
der a system of free trade. 

limitation to the State must cease. No South- 
ern man owning slaves would come to the fron- 
tier State; no Northern man would come to this 
foreign country avowedly hostile to his native 
bind. 

Our slave interest wonld be destroyed, because 
we would have no better right to recapture a 
slave found in a free State than we now have in 
Canada. The owners of slaves must cither re- 
move with them to tho South or sell them, and 
so wo would, in a few years, exhibit the si. 
of a State breaking up its most advantageous and 
important relations to tho old Union, in mdl r to 
enter imo ft >lmc holding confederacy and buying 
it-elf no slaves. 

The thought of revolution by Missouri, under 

present circumstances, is not, we believe, serious- 

■ i lined by any member of this Convention. 

But what is now the true position for HI 
to assume? "Evidentis tiuw, oA a.?ivaUs ■wXw.sr.vx- 



forests arc bound up in the maintenance of the 
Union, anil whose kirni feelings and strong sym- 
pathies are with the people of the Southern States, 
with whom wo are connected by ties of friendship 
an I i'f" blood. We want the peace and harmony 
of tho country restored, and we wnnt thotn with 
us. To go with them ns they are now, to leave 
the Government oar father* builded, to bio* out 
tho stir of Mifi'ouri from the constellation of the 
Union, is to ruin ourselves without doing them 
any good. We cannot now follow them ; wo can- 
not now give up the Union; yet we will do all in 
our power to induce the m to take their p!m 
ua in tho family from which they have attempted 
to separate themselves. For this purpose we will 
not only recommend a compromise with which 
they ought to be satisfied, but we will unite in the 
endeavor to procure an assemblage of the whole 
family of States in order that in a General Con- 
vention such amendments to the Constitution may 
liu agreed upon as shall permanently restore har- 
mony to the whole nation. 

While nttempls are being made to heal thu 
present divisions, it is a matter of the highest im- 
portance that there should occur no military 
conflict between the Federal Government and the 
government of any of the seceded States. 8uch 
conflict will certainly produce a high state of ex- 
asperation and very probably render abortive nil 
attempts to adjust the matters of difference. 

White it is admitted that every government 
must possess tho power to execute its own laws, 
and that the Government of the United States is 
no exception to tins, necessary mid universal rule, 
still, in a case such as that with which we are 
now dealing, it is all-important that those in au- 
thority should remember that such power is not 
given to be exercised for the destruction of tho 
Government, under the guise of maintaining its 
authority. The question of exercising such pow- 
er is to be determined with a view to all existing 
circumstances; and while the power itself cannot 
be abandoned, the greatest patience and forbear- 
ance may often bo required in order to prevent 
ovils in the highest degree dangerous to the peace 
of the nation. 

Placed as Missouri is in the very centre of the 
Confederacy, united to all its parts and interested 
in the prosperity of each part, sho would speak 
to the Government of the United States and to 
tho Governments of the seceding States, not in 
tho language of menace but of kindness, not 
threatening bat entreating; and with this feeling 
■ho would ask all concerned in the Governments 
to avoid all military collisions which would with- 
out doubt produce uncontrollable excitement, 
and Ttry probably ruinous dvil war. Civil war 
among tho American people, tho citizens of the 
freest nation of the world, blest of God, envied 
of man, would be a spectacle at which Hum uni- 
ty would shudder, over which Freedom would 



weep, and from which Christianity affrigbtrd 
would flee awBy, 

If it be the glorious mission of Missouri to 
in arresting the progress of revolution arid in 
storing peace and prosperity to the conn try : 
she shall be instrumental in binding together 
again the hearts of the Aim ri. mi people, and 

ing tho union of affection sls well 
the union of political and individual interest, tht 
will but occupy tho position for which nati. 
signed her by giving her a central position, and 
endowing her with all the elements of wealth and 
power. And why should she not?— 
brought forth in a storm and cradled in a 
promise. She can resist the one and recommeai 
the other. 

Tn order lo express her opinion and wishes, the 
following resolutions are submitted 

1. Resolve/I, Thai at present there is no ade- 
quate cause to impel Missouri to dissolve her 
connection with tho Federal Union, bat on the 
contrary she will labor for such an adjustment of 
existing troubles as will secure the peace, as wall 
us the rights and equality of all tho States. 

2. Retained, That tho people of «h*s State art 
derated ly attached to tho institution* of o»j 
country and earnestly desire that by a fair and 
amicable adjustment all the causes of disagree- 
ment that at present unfortunately distract us 
a people may be removed, to the end that our 
Union may lie preserved and perpetuated, and 
peace and harmony be restored between tit 
North and the South. 

3. Resolved, That the people of this St*M 
deem the amendments to tho Constitution of \hr 
United States, proposed by the Hon. John I. 
Crittenden of Kentucky, which the extension of 
the same to the territory hereafter to be acquir- 
ed by treaty or otherwise, a basis of adjustment 
which will successfully remove the causes of dif- 
ference forever from the arena of national p«iU- 
tica. 

4. .Resolved, That the people of Missouri be- 
lieve the peace and quiet of the country will be 
promoted by a Convention to propose nmead- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States, 
and this Convention therefore urges the Legisla- 
ture of this State to take the proper step* for 
calling such a Convention in pursuance of the 
fifth article of the Constitution, and for provid- 
ing by law for an election of one delegate t* 
such Convention from each electoral district in 
this State. 

5. Semlved, That in the opinion of this Conven- 
tion, (unemployment of military force by the Fed- 
eral Government to coerce the submission of the 
receding States, or the employment of military 
force by tho seceding States to assail the Govern 
ment of tho United States, will inevitably plunge 
this country into civil war, and thereby entirely ex 
tingulsh all hope of an amicable settlement of the 
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now pending before the country j 

art earnestly entreat, as well the Federal 

it as the Receding Stated, to withhold 

the arm of military power, and on no 

lew bring upon the nation the bor- 

■rar. 

Mofeed, That when this Convention ad- 

session in the city of Si. Louis, it will 

> meet in the hull of the House of Bep- 

ifcrsoo city, on the third Mon- 

tar, 1S01. 

ttaivtd. That a Committee of ho 

this Convention, a majority of which 

power to call this Convention together 

prior to the third Monday In De- 




eember, and at such place as they may think the 
public exigencies regain, and the survivors or 
survivor of said Committee shnll have power to 
fill any vacancies that may happen iD ial4 Com-' 
mittce by death, resignation, or othenvise, dar- 
ing the recess of this Convention . 

GAMLtLK, rhairman. 

Mr. Redd, from same Committee gave no- 
tice that he would, on Monday next, present a 
minority report, and asked leave for that pur- 
pose ; and also, to have said report printed, 
which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Sit achei-fobd, of How- 
ard, the Convention adjourned. 



NINTH 



Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
and woe opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. M on hob. 
urnal .it the proceedings of Saturday 
and appr< 1 1 
CU offered the following, which was 



I An article appeared in the Missouri 
of this morning, of which the fol- 
a copy : 
: to precipitate Missouri into Disunion 



: — Within the last four days, a 

gentleman of this city, who was a 

fur (hit Convention on the Consti- 

■ t, woe waited upon by several 

i, who stated that the Convention 

now in session was unsound, and 

try to take measures to have 

secede ; and to bring about that re- 

.> iiMrmftn to whom I allude, was in- 

t his visitors on a certain deaigna- 

g and at an appointed place, to take 

unary steps to force the State into 

n tleman above referred to answered 

i by in ' em that they had 

hi* views, that he was not a aeces- 

and whs opposed to secession. His 

charged him with changing his grounds 

barge was denied, and the matter was 

ing distinctly itnd 

d thai ii they held their 

raid be exposed. The 

M nof tuld at the place indi 



D A.Y, 

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 1861. 

and it is not known whether it was held at 
any other place or not. 

"The gentleman who gave me the foregoing 
information, is the same who was waited upon 
by the party of secessionists ; and although I 
have not attempted to give his language, 1 gte« 
the substance of the facts he told me, ami 1 
doubt not they can be substantiated if need be ; 
my informant is a man of truth and will not 
eat his words." 

Be k (hrrrfore ReioleeJ, That a committee be 
appointed to specifically enquire into the facts 
and circumstances connected with so during a 
conspiracy as the one therein foreshadowed ; 
and that the said committee have the power to 
send for persons and papers, and to sit during 
the session of this Convention. 

Mr. KjfOTt moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, which nudum was decided in the neg- 
ative by the following vote, the ayes and noes 
having been called! for by Mr. Biik n 

Ants. — Messrs. Alien, Rartlett, Ban, Bast, 
Bogy. Brown I '■■••• Collier, Comingo, Craw- 
ford'. Doiinell, Frayscr, Flood, Givcns. Gorin, 
Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, Houph, Hudghis, ludd, 

k ii. .ti. Malsun, Noell, Redd, Sa vie, Shackel- 
ford of HoM'ard, Shcc-ley, Waller and Wnikins 
— r.n. 

Noes. — Hush. Birch. Breckinridge, Broad- 
head, Bridge, Bluh, Oslboon, Douglass. Drake, 
Dunn,. Eitsea, Foster, Gantt, Gravely, 1 lender- 
son, Hendriek, Hitchcock, llolmes, Holt, How, 
Howell, Irwin. IsbcU, Jackaon, .Jamison, John- 
son, Leeper, Linton, Long, Marmaduke, Mar. 
vin, Maupln, McClurg, McCormack, McDew. 
ell, McFerran, Meyer, .Morrow, Moss, Norton 
On, Phillipa, ta, B*«rtaa& 

Scott, Smith of Linn, Bs&ta «S %fc\*n&», 
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Turner, Wilson, v SFoolfolk, Wright, 

Vonbuskirk /iinin. rmanand Mr. I'n -i>K ni-Wi. 

Absent on Leave : Mi-'i^ I 111 nault, I teni- 
plmn, Gamble, Hall of Buchanan, II. ill ol Ran- 
dolph, Pomeroy, Snwyer ami Timlall. 

Absent . Messrs. Rankin, Stewart and 

Welch. 

Sick : Mr. Pipkin. 

The resolution was then agreed to by the 
following Tote, the ayes and noes having been 
jwnwded : 

Ai is, — Messrs. Birch, Breckinridge. B 
heed, Bridge, Bush. CallioiinDoiiglns-', Drake, 
Bitxen, Foster, liautt. Gravely, Henderson, 
Hendrick, Hitchcock) Holmes, Holt, How, 
Irwin, Iabell, Jackaun, Jamison, Johnson, Lee- 
pei\ Linton, Loaf, Munnuduke, Marvin Mau- 
pin, McG'lurg, McCormecfc, McDowell, McFev- 
net, Mayer. Morrow, Moss, Norton, Orr, Phil- 
lip;-, Kay, Ititcbey, Ross. Rowland, Scott, Smith 
oi I. inn, .Smith of St. Louis, Turner. Woodson, 
Wright, N'linbuskirk, Zimmerman anil Mr. 
:■■'!.[ — 52. 

Kow^-Menn. Alton, Barflett, Base, Bast, 

'•: '■' n, ' '■' ■ ■ . ' oilier, < I'tninco. Craw- 

t"i I Donnell, Dunn, Frayser. Flood, (livens. 

Gorin, Ihirliin, Hatcher, Hill, Hough, Howell, 

!:-. Kiihl, Kii'ilt, Matson. XiH'l, Say re, 

Shackelford of Howard, Sbeeley ami Waller 

Absent on Leave : Same as before. 

nrii Rankin, Shackelford of St. 
l.na i, Stewart, Welch and Woolfolk. 

The President ap|>oinU>d Messrs. Bird), 
Ziiinni rman anil Drake on said committee. 

The Conveniii'ii proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the special order for the day, v'u. \ the 
of the Committee on federal Rel 

when 

Mr. Ri.ud, from mid Commutce presented 
the rollowing Minority Report: 

, Rtpori of the Committre on Federal 
ReltH, 

The undersigned, members of the Committee 
ou Federal Relations, being unable to agree to the 
report presented by the committee, deans to pre- 
sent for the consideration of the Convention the 
* lews tlmt they entertain, and that they believe 
tbe people of Missouri entertain in relation to the 
causes that have led to the present alarming con- 
dition of onr beloved Union, and the course that, 
if pursued, would most likely lead to au amicable 
adjustment of the issues involved in the present 
preserve the Union from further disinteg- 
ration, and restore peace and harmony to our di- 
vided and distracted country. 

Within the lifetime of many now living, onr 
Federal Government, the best that the wisdom 
of man ever devised, was created and put in suc- 
cessful operation; its first President was innugn- 
rated in March, 1791', and from that time through 



a long series of years it continued to increase 
bexrltory and population, In wealth and no« 

with a rapidity hitherto unparalled in the I 
of nations, until twenty sovereign States were ad 
mined as members of the Union, formed by ta 
original thirteen; and until a cum para - : 
oenl period these States were nil one people, 01 
in sympathy, one in fraternal feeling, one in pa- 
triotic devotion to that common Union, of whit- 
all were proud. How is it now ? Fraternal feel 
ing has fled; a spirit of bltwr and detcrmi: 
hostility has taken its place; State stands arrayed 
against State and section against section, arming 
for a deadly conflict ; seven of the Stales ha' 
withdrawn from the Union that their futhen 
made, and made a Union of their own, and a fed- 
end government of their own ; that goveranu 
with one of the most clear-beaded and sagadoi 
statesmen of the ago at its head, is organized, i 
full operation, exercising all the powers 
sovereignty, and prepared to defend its sovereign- 
ty by military power. 

Other Stales, alarmed for the safety of their 
slave institutions, arc preparing tu follow 
example; the din of preparation for civil strife 
heard on every hand, and that once plot ion- ' 
so dear to the heart of ex erv American patiloi, 
now in the progress of Its dissolution. 

There i> cause for all this; a free people capitis 
of self-government do not destroy liisiirnttonswt 
which they were once so proud, and incur all uW 
risks of civil strife, without some adequate 
all experience demonstrates that mankind 
more disposed to bear with e/rent and preeflnf 
evils, than to resort to revolution «iih all 
attendant horrors. 

It is our dnty to examine into the causes 
have environed the Union with p. i 
threatened its utter destruction, and, if ] 
devise a plan to save it from further disintegra- 
tion. When we look back over the hi ■(•■. 
country, we see arising in the North 
iinti-.-lavi i.v party, whose sole cohesive pri 
was a bitter hostility to the slave institutions 
the Southern States. At first thar party waawetl 
its members few, and scattered abroad, and i*a- 
Mdcied by the Northern people themselves 
mischievous fanatics : it continued gradually, 
steadily, to increase, until political parties begta 
to court its aid; from this lime it progressed r 
pidiy in numbers, and incixascd in its vindel 
and hatred to Southern slave institutions and 
slave holders. Political demagogic >, lo p» ml 
theJr own selfish ends, pandered to its prejadjc 
from the political rostrum. Sensation pn I 
to increase their own importance, Sabbath afl« 
Sabbath, proclaimed its incendiary dot 
the pulpit, instead of preaching peace on earth 
and good-will among men. It seized on the lite- 
rature of the North and corrupted it in ah 1 i 
channels. 



Books written to inculcate it* destructive her- 
esua wore introduced into its Sabbath Ichooh), 
comraou schools ami institutions of Imrniiigof 
higher gnc 

A large portion of the Northern press, literary, 
religious and politicaL teemed with irticki mis- 
representing and denouncing Southern institu- 
tion* and Southern men. 
Kourished and fostered by these means, this 
in i'd the control of the 
pMncmmi-iita of the free States, and as those 
States came under their | violated tbfl 

■ ■' tlicin to ilnii sister States of 
tii Ity that compact, they liad cove- 
oantcd that u fugitive slave found within their 
border- delivered up upon demand of 

hi* master. They violated i hat compact, 

providing for his 
delivery. 

3d. Bfl . :beauisieraidand permitting 

tWir lawless citivens to dejuive him Of bJ 
f mob violence. 

R hen Congress interposed for his nelkf toy 
the enactment of the ave law, they 

tnunjJcil ihnt Imm under foot, and nullified it by 
;:ion. 
> compact that united the Northern States 
Southern (liters, they covenanted thai 
mane made, would deliver up for 
rom justice charged i 
rlni< nt I with treason, felony or other crime. 

willfully and deliberately violated 
Bums. They have (without |ias6ing laws 
• restrain them) permitted their citizens to in- 
Ibern States, steal the 
arts, and Incite them to insurrection; and when 
a he* been indicted and demand.-. I, they 
to give him up, And, to add ins alt 
have jnsiifled the act by enuncia- 
Kapi .nt strikes at the foundation 

iustliutions, that as man cannot hold 
. ri, therefore slave stealing is no 
r; and while there has been hitherto no just 
of complaint against the Federal Goti rn- 
oeai. thai iiuvtrnmem has been powerless to 
vil. 

r having divided 
cations and destroyed the noble old 
[and tno gallant young American party, baa 
Upon their ruins erected (in disregard of the 
wvniii the Father of bis Country) • 

purely lied the Republican party. 

■ desire to do that party injustice. It 
. tie judged as all other parties are judged, 
1 its platform and the principles enunciated by 
■nd upon the enunciation 
of which the party elevates them to power. 
That party through its chosen leader praclaim- 
rona and destructive heresies that 
inot i niiliiiii ■ to exist 
made it, part slave and part free; 



that in that condition ii hi ■ boost divided against 
Itself and raninit stand; that it must become all 
one or nil the other; that un irrepressible conflict 
is prog! i • i » , and 

that it must continue until lhepnMi<- mind can 
WWt Mtllflrfl in the belief that shiveiy is in the 
process of extinction; that hereafter the slave 
property of Southern men shall be total from 
the in by Congressional legislation, if Jbey take it 
with them into the Territories, the common pro- 
perly of all the Bti 

The free States, deaf to the earnest renmnstan- 
ces of their Southern slaters, regardless of the 
warning voice of a people jealous of their rights, 
d i ht doctrines of that party and elevated 
its leader to the Presidential chair by large major- 
ities in all the free States, e-w ept BOS, th<U plac- 
ing the Federal Government, to which the South 
hud hitherto looked as its friend, in the hands of 
its 1 m -mie-. 

Tlictenrethe causes that have dissolved Pm 
Union, and have driven Suite alter Sia e hcvuitd 
its. pule; and these nie the causes that will drive 
the remaining slave States out of the Union, un- 
less the- ifl seiihiual banes can be settled upon 
some basis consistent with security to their slave 
institutions. 

This Convention was called for no ordinary pur 

pose, it has assembled upon i rdinary occasion : 

while the people ofMissouri will never surrender 
lluir tiara insliiuiions at the bidding of any 
earthly BMNT, they hi dent ly desire the preserva- 
tion of the Union and the preservation of their 
■lave institutions in the Union; this la ihe bfgb 
in i -:- i. .ii to which this Convention ii called, Ihis 
can beaceonii'lished only by uttiaD,ptempt de- 
elded action. Delay Is dangerous; we know nut, 
no human sagacity con penetrate i he dark vail 
that bidet (In Inline and tell us Ml what hour 
the country may be aroused from its repose by 
the clash of arms. The plan proposed by ftl 
Committee is, that this Convention request the 
Legislature to pass an act calling on Congress to 
call a National Convention, to ; 
settlement in the shape of amendments 10 the 
Constitution, to be afterwards submit ted to the 
States for ralii'ieation or rejection. Thi-- amounts 

to doing nothing, literally nothing; if the plan 
■I i cable, it would require eighteen months 
or two year.- to carry it into effect, lint Is it 
practicable, is there a reasonable gionnd to hope 
that it would save the Union 7 Let us sec : Con- 
gnus can only act when called on by two third* 
of the States; Congress tnkea the position that 
the seceded States are yet in the Union. On thi< 
basis it would require the action Of (ho Le-i-la 
tttresof twenty-ihrcc States Bulling, in the call. 
Several of tin i ires have already taken 

their position against any amendments, PfllUft 
i|ncntly would not unite in the call, and the irion, 
would folk BtiU-born. 
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But even if ■ neb a Convention should assemble, 
how would mailers stand? Eight slave Slates 
(if they remained in the Union, which is 
Ingly doubtful) would go Into convention with, 
nineteen free Suites, and take such amendments 
us those States, controlled by an anti-slavery 
party, might be disposed to grant. 

The preservation of the Union, in the opinion 
of the minority, should be tlte earnest desire not 
only of i-vei v American patriot bnt also of every 
friend of civil Liberty throughout the habitable 
globe; that this may be done is the earnest 
pruy r of every American mother throughout 
this great Republic; that it shall be preserved is 
the fixed determination of a large majority ol 
.'•us of i tic border slave States whose dt- 
teens have ever been not only loyal to tho Con- 
stitution and the Union, but also among tho fore- 
most in tiroes past, when their country was in 
danger, to peril their lives to uphold her in-iitn- 
tiom. These States by assuming the position of 
mediator? between the hostile sections, and tak- 
ing a decided position, and proclaiming to those 
sectional parties who are now arming for frater- 
nal strife, that they shall keep the peace— these 
States by meeting each other in eonvention, and 
agreeing on measures of compromise and ad- 
justment, fonnded on the principles of equal 
rights and justice to all, and by firmly, yet in a 
spirit of fraternal kfndnou, Instating upon the 

compromises so agreed upon us tho basis on 
which all irritating differences shall be settled, 
can, in the opinion of the undersigned, be the 
means of preserving the Union, reconstructing 
it upon a permanent basis, reconciling cunHirt- 
ing interests, ami restoring peace and tranquility 
to the cuiintry. 

Resolved, fey the People oj the State 0/ 
Missouri, in Convention assembled: 

1. That the State of Missouri invites Hi. 
of Virginia, North Carolina, Maryland, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, Arkansas and Delaware, to 
send Commissioners to meet in Convention with 
Commissioners appointed by Missouri, attli.-.-ity 

of Nashville, Tennessee, on the day of 

, next, to agree upon a basis of settlement, 






hy way of constitutional amendments that will 
preserve the Union, and afford an adequate guar- 
antee for the preservation of their slave institu- 
tion': and the constitutional rights of their citi- 
tens, and to take such steps ns they may deem 
try to have such amendments ptOMnted to 
the people of the free States for ratiti cation or 
rejretion. 

2. That be and they are hereby ap- 

poimed Comoiiafioma to rcprcs-ent the Bl 
lllmWll in said Convention. 

3. That is hereby appointed a Commissioner 

to the State of Virginia; Commissioner to 

North Carolina; Cotnmissieoor to 

land; — Commissioner to Kentucky; — — 



Commissioner to Tennessee; - 
er to Arkansas, and ^— ^ Commis 
Drlawarc; and said Commissioners nre hereby 
authorized by the State of Missouri to present 
to the proper nuihorities of tho said .States, re- 
spectively, a copy of those resolutions, ami to 
urge npon them the appointment of Commission- 
era to the Convention contemplated therein. 

4. Resolved, That the Commissioners ap- 
pointed to said Convention by 
reeled to present to said Convention for 
sideration the resolutions commonly known 
as the Crittenden compromise measures, 
extending the provisions with reference to 
'Ii rrirorv south of the line, to after-ac- 
quired Territory, and to say, on behalf of Mis- 
souri, that those rcsolirlionss, or any other bad* 
of settlement upon which the border slave States 
can agree will bo satisfactory to Missouri. 

The people Of the State of Missouri bet 
tafled that the plan proposed in these rantutt^ 
will (unless interrupted by civil strife) not only 
preserve the Union, but afford a fair prospect for i 
reconstruction by bringing back the seceded 
States; they, therefore, earnestly jtpp'ol 10 U 
General Government nnd tho seceded States to 
stav the arm of military power and preserve the 
peace until the plan proposed tan be fully trial. 
And, to enforce such appeal, they would state ii 
as their settled conviction, that an attempt at co- 
ercion, under any pretext, would result in civil 
strife, and forever destroy all hope for the prefer- 
ration or reconstruction of the Union. 

JOHN T. REDD, 
ii. iiorun. 

Mr. Moss offered the following amendment 
to the report of the Committee : 

A mend the filth resolution by adding:!' f i 
lows, viz : And further. Believing that tin- late 
ol Missouri depends upon a peaceable adjust- 
ment of our present difficulties, she will nev- 
er countenance or aid a seceding Statu in ms> 
king war on the general Government, n< 
she furnish men or money for the purpose of 
aiding tlie general Government in any attempt! 
to coerce n seceding State. 

Pending ilio consideration of the amend' 
inc-nt, on motion of Mr. Stewart, the < 
tion adjonrned until three o'clock p. u. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The Convention having under consideration 
the amendment offered by Mr. Moss, aft 

ousaloO] 

On motion of Mr. Doniphan, the amend- 
in. nt was laid on the table and ordered to bi 

printed. 
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resident laid bei ration the 

which were read 
i the table. 

f. OF TIIK OrtXVEN'TIOH, \ 

St. Louis, March 11, 1861. { 

nidtnt o! [lit. Missouri Convention: 

ve to coll the attention of the mem- 

OoBTeodon t" i lie enclosed opinion 

I adviser, and the law officers of this 

'" duties, as Auditor of the State, 

ig and allowing the per diem and milc- 

ubenand officers of your body, 

provisions of an act (-mi tic. I "An Act 

the calling a State Convention, 

January 2tst, 1861." 

that lam unable, under the law, to 

aymeot of members, &c. 

Iiappy at any time, when it guits 

ore aii' I oonvenlesice of the Convcn- 

the claims and issue certificate* 

ring that the present 

Assembly will soon pass mi nppropria- 

pay of the Convention and its 

| fully 
Your obedient servant, 

WM. B. MOSELET, 

Ami. of Pub. Accounts of Mo. 



St. Louis, Mo., March II, 1861. 

Hon. W, S. Moscley, Auditor of Public Account* : 

Sir : — In reply to inquiry as to your duties in 
relation to the accounts of members, officers and 
assistants of the Convention now ba 
would respectfully say that, in my opinion, as 
the act calling the Convention provides that 
their compensation shall be the same as now 
provided by law for members, officers and as- 
sistants of the II m N Of Id presentatives. you 
are authorized to audit their accounts and 
issue certificates, as in other cases, where there 
has 1 1' 'uii no appropriation; but where the ap- 
propriation bat been exhausted, or until an ap- 
propriation shall have been made you can not 
draw warrants in their favor for the amounts 
respectively due them- 
Respectfully, 

JAS. PROCTOR K.VOTT. 

On motion of Mr. Dosuphan the Con ten- 
tion adjourned. 



TENTH 



TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 1861. 



ivention met pursuant to adjourn- 
opened with prayer by the Iicv. 

Eiol of the proceedings of yesterday 
wad. 
ok called up the amendments, of- 
Mr. .Moss, to the fifth resolution of 
!i Federal Relations, and pend- 
sosideration of wh 
tion of Mr. Welch, the Con 
1 until two o'clock r. u. 

BRING SESSION. 

t pursuant to adjourn- 
the consideration, of the 
nta offered by Mr. Mom. 
OIKT offered to amend the first line 
"prosperity " in lieu of 
amendment was rejected. 
it following: In ' me after 

.' Iii I. she stays in the 
ieh m rejected. 




Mr. Dooolaks offered the following as a sub- 
stitute for the amendment, which was reject.-. I 
by the following vote, the ayes and noes having 
been called for by Mr. Douglass : 

"And, entertaining these views, we hereby 
declare that Missouri will not countenance or 
aid a seceding Stale in making war on the Fed- 
eral Government, nor will she countenance or 
aid the General Government in any attempt to 
coerce the submission of a seceding Slate by 
military force." 

Ates— Messrs. Birch, Chenault, Doniphan, 
Donnell,DouglaHs, Drake, Dunn, Gamble, Giv- 
en*, Gorin, Hatcher, Hoogb, Irwin, Knott, Mar- 
mnduke, Noel!, Norton, Phillip*, Ray, Redd, 
Sayre, Shackelford of St. Louis, Shackelford 
of Howard, Watkins and Mr. President — 26. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, BarJlett, Bass, Bast, 
Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhcad, Bridge, Bush, 
Brown, Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo, Crawford, 
Eitzen, Frayser, Flood, Foster, Gantt, Qtarft- 
ly, Hall of Buchanan, Harbin, Henderson, 
Bendrick, Hill, Hitd\r.nclc, V\o\to\:5,\v\\,\\w«, 
Howell, Bodglns, lsbett, AauVjrcm, 1kck\.».wv, 



Johnson, Kidd, Ldeper, Linton, Long, M if.ni, 
i. Maupin, McClurg, McCormaek. Mc- 
Dowell, Mt'Frrnui, Msyar, Morrow, U 
Pomeroy, Ilunkin, Ritchey, Rowland, 8 
Scott, siii-vivy. Smith of Bt Lonia, Smith of 
Linn, Stewart, Ttudall, Turner, Waller, Wood- 
Mil, rVooMblk Wright, Fubnakirk and Zbn- 
merman — 68. 

Absent — Messrs. Collier, Hall oi Randolph, 
Ross. Welch ami Wilson. 
Sick— Mr. Pipkin. 



llr. HomLT. offered Um following amend 
iiivni to die amendment of Mr. M< 

Amend the amendment by striking cm 
word "fate" in first line, and ins-en 
word "welfare," in the place thereof; am! by 
striking out the word "never, ' in thi 
line, mid inserting lho word " not " in place 
tlie same, pending which. 

On motion of Mr. Bcdgins, the Convcntioa 
adjourned. 



ELEVENTH DAY, 






The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, nnd wag opened with prayer li v the Rev. 
Mr. Mimroe. 

The journal of the proceedings was read and 
approved , 

Mr. Moss accepted tin? amendment l 
by Mr. Howell, on yesterday, to hi- :um mi- 
me nt to the fifth resolution of the Committee 
on Federal delations. 

Mr. 1!ii:i ii, (bom 1 1 io committee appointed 
under a resolution of the Convention, adopted, 
to inquire into the conspiracy foreshadowed in 
the article which appeared in the ftp 
of the 11 th iust., on have of the Convention 
made the following report: 

Report of Committee on Compiracy : 

The committee appointed under a resolution of 
tbe Convention, adopted on the li th instant, to 
inquire into the conspiracy which was deemed to 
be foreshadowed in a communication that hail 
appeared in the '"Republican," of that morning, 
report herewith a communication from Louis V. 
Bogy and from William J. Chester., and respect- 
fully submit themselves 1o such further directions 
til any) as the Convention may sec fit to give 
them. 

If, however, It shall bo believed from these 
statements that any purpose which may have ex- 
isted to wrest the State from its legitimate n lu- 
tions to the Federal Government, by illegal, per- 
verse, or revolutionary agencies, has been aban- 
doned in deference to the unfaltering and over- 
whelming public sentiment with which It has 
been confronted, it is then further respectfully 
submitted whether the interests of the public re- 
qulrethat any farther steps be taken, or any fur- 
ther investigations be prosecuted, under the reso- 
lution of the Convention. 

JAMES II. BIRCH, 
CHARLES DRAKE, 
GEORGE W. ZIMMERMAN. 
Committee. 



It KDNESDAT, MARCH 18, 1861. 
St, Loots, March 12, 1881. 
Messrs. IUuc ii, ZiMMEitsiAji and Drake, Com- 

miit'-i — Preunt : 

Gkntlkmew: 1 was summoned, yesterday, 
appear before you as a committee, appointed I 
the State Convention, now in session in this cftfi 
to testify to certain facts supposed to bewitMs. 
my knowledge. 

In appearing before you, I wish it distinctly 
derstood that I do so voluntarily, ns I deny httk 
the power of the Convention, or that of the 
mittee appointed by it, to summon any citizen 
the State to appear before it as a witnei 
power belongs to the Grand Juries of the cora- 
try, and is a power used to ferret out crime 
them ; but entertaining as I do the greatest - 
spect for the Convention, as a body, called l»i* 
existence under a law of the State, and n! 
the members thereof personally, I waive whet 
I consider my right as a citizen, and accordingly 
appear. 

The publication which appeared in the "Mis- 
souri Republican" over the signature of " 
not substantially correct as containing tbe sos- 
stance of aconvcrsntion between mc and the fV~ 
ton who i.+ supposed to be author of it. 

I have read the resolutions of the ConventiM 
and the speech of the mover of them, and I 
confess that I am at a lots to understand 
cither conld justify the charge made, based on th** 
communication. Injustice, However, to the per* 
sons who called on me, mid who arc charged whk 
the crime of treason, I must say that I kno*" 
nothing whatever to sustain the charge. Ccrtfi* 
gentlemen of standing in this city, andwboir* 
my personal and political friends, did call on v* 
last week, with a pai*er which was very «■ 
written, setting forth that the time had come— i* 
view of the fact, that Virginia had or would SOOS) 
join the Southern Confederacy, and carry with her 
Kentucky and the other border Slatei— for tie- 
friends of Southern rights to come together f 
consultation, and with a a iew of agreeing on son* 



exigencies of the 
ation between theso gentle- 
aysclf Mas of a desultory and general 
•ndit If with hesitation that I consent 
70a with it, for it really amounts to 
iyond a legitimate purpose of party or- 
1. in which there *ai nothing improper 
and only with a view of making their 
dent. Although I dissented from them 
iropriety of their course, yet my 1 >i 1 
ot because tlicrc wiw anything wrong 
er in the proposition, but because I 
lie movement was calculated to do 
rietr of the effort* now being made to 
raticand Hell parties on some 
onservativc ground, to defeat tbe I 
as at the next April election. 

rmoro explained to tiiem, that accord- 
understanding of the interests of Mis- 
5 twenty millions of State bonds, and 
it millions of city and county bonds on 
t* of the WOtM, and the great interests 
rcarttile, manufacturing, and Industrial 
oar people, we should move in a mat- 
magnitude with the greatest caution 
rnee. Some of tbe gentlemen present 
me with inconsistency, and as a blind 
if the Missouri Republican. I replied 
charge was not true; that I was a 
mas, and always had been, and was 
pjKjsed to Black Republicanl-ini ns any- 
■1 possibly be; but, looking upon their 
lii ulaied to bring defeat upon us again 
t April election, I was opposed to their 
., and would do all in my power to 
cm in their purpose. Much more 
■epcatcd of tbe gnme nature, hut the 
tOO invinlto engage the attention of 
I certainly did not understand that 
• ;:s made to me, looking like 
conspiracy, or that can by any dlstor- 
guage or confusion of Ideal amount to 
crime known to civilized nations. 
bt was fair and legitimate as a purpose 
rganSiation by gentlemen of good stand- 
such I understood it and opposed it for 
k already given. My object in speaking 
inrnee to other parties was to got them 
th me to prevent the proposed organt- 
Icving, if iB cc e n ml, It would again 
No one regrets this occur- 
than I do, as it is calculated to place 
■ as well at myself in an unpleasant 
[The facts do not, in tbo least, justify 
H the Convention, the speech of the 
be resolutions, or the comments of 
citr paper*, 
|g my sentiments of respect for the 
, lam, &c., 

LT.WIS V. BOGY. 



P. S. As the action oi the Convention in rela- 
tion to this matter has been the occasion of a 
good deal of talk in this ciry to my prejudice, I 
have concluded to send a copy of this paper to 
the "Missouri Republican" for publication to- 
morrow morning, so that the matter may be set 
right before this community nt once. 

LEWIS, V. BOGY. 
St. Locis, March 13, 1861. 
To Afestva. Birch, Drake and Zfmmi 

Coiiiitiiiifc "/the Convention, *e.; 

Gehtlemfx; liming appeared before you in 
compliance with your subp-i-na, I proceed to make 
sucha statement as you have request Bo of me,oniii- 
ling the name ofthe person towhom I shall allude, 
and also declining to swear to my statement at 
the piv.-i'iit time; but nil! not refuse to surrender 
the name of the person, or to swear to what I 
shall here state, if required to do so by an ada 
1 (invention. 

On the second or third doy of the session of 
y.iu K'onvc-ntiuri in this place, I met with a pen tic- 
man residing in one of the interior co antic* of the 
State, ami whom I had known as a friend and 
admirer of Mr. Yancey of Alabama, and, like that 
gentleman, a tho p OQgh and undisguised 
sioni.-t. He told me that your Convention was 
too conservative, and that, in case yon passed no 
secession ordinance, there would be a concert of 
action agreed upon, througl I the State, where- 
by tbe State would nevertheless be got oat of the 
Union, fie further said that there were at that 
time delegates or committees in thacttj ftOin 
nearly all the principal towns in the State, and 
that be understood there was to be a meeting of 
them for the purpose of agreeing upon a defi- 
nite course and concert of action. Ho mi 
cd especially the name of a distinguished citizen 
of this State who had encouraged the movement, 
but whose name, for the reason already stated, I 
decline to give at present. 

Two days after this, I met the same gentleman 
and the conversation was reucwed. He then said 
that he believed the plan above stated had been 
abandoned, as it would be useless to attempt to 
carry it out at present, against what seemed id be 
the strong Union sentiment that had taken hoti' 
of the public mind. 

In tlus statement I have given bat the substance 
of the conversations alluded to, and do not pre- 
tend to have stated the words, but the substantial 
1 ac 1 1 , Very respectfully, 

WM. J. CHESTER. 

The report was read and laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Welcu moved that the Convention ad- 
journ until three o'clock p. N-, which motion 
was decided in the negative- 

On motion of Mr. Dvsv the Convention ad- 
journed until two o'cAueY y. «. 



EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and resumed the consideration of the 
pending amendment. 

Mr. Gantt moved tliat, until otherwise or- 



dered by the Convention, the hour of ndjourn- 
ment be three o'clock p. h., which wis 

adopted, 
On motion of Mr. Gamblb the Convention 

adjourned. 



TWELFTH DA.Y. 



The Convention met pursuant to adjoum- 
ment r and was opened with prayer l>y the licv. 
Mr. Monroe. 

The Journal of the proceeding* of yesterday 
was read and approved. 

Mr. Gamble, from the Committee on Feder- 
al Relations, presented the following, which 
was, by leave of the Convention, read, laid on 
the table, and ordered to he printed, 

Wiikrbab, It is probable that the Conven- 
tion of the Slate of Virginia, now in session, 
will request a meeting of Delegates from the 
Border States, tor the purpose of devising some 
plan for the adjustment of our National diffi- 
culties, — and, Whereas, The State of Missouri 
participates strongly in the desire for such ad- 
justment, and, desiring to show respect for the 
wishes of Virginia, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this Convention will elect 
Delegates, whose duty it shall he ti> attend, at 
Midi time and place as may be designated by 
the Convention of the State of Virginia, (»r the 
meeting of Delegates from the Border States ; 
and if there should assemble then and there 
Delegates duly accredited from a majority of 
the States invited to such conference, then the 
Delegates from this Convention shall enter into 
conference with them, and shall endeavor to 



THURSDAY, MARCH 14. 1861. 
devise a plan for the amicable and equitable 
adjustment of all matters indifference 
the States of this Union. And the Delegates 
appointed under this resolution, snail 
their proceedings, in such conference, and so/ 
plan that may there be agreed upon, to tins 
Convention, for its approval or rejection. 

The question before the Convention 
the adoption of the amendment offered by Mr- 
Moss, 

When the President laid before the Conven- 
tion the following communication: 

Offick of tub Si. Lot is Agricultb-j) 

UAL AMI MKi'iUNICAI. ASSOCIATION.} 

St. Louis, March 14, 1861. ) 

IIOH. StBBLISi. PltlCK, 

PrtgiileiU of Ihi Siait f 'ompcnIim. 

Sib . Tin- Directors: of the St- Louis Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical Association, would I* 
pl ea se d to present, to each member of tht Mis- 
souri State Convention, a copy of their Fiftfc 
Annual Report. 

If acceptable to the Convention, said 
will be sent to the Secretary of the Courts 
tion for delivery. Very reepeetfullj, 

CHAS. TODD, President. 

On motion of Mr. Broaduead, the Convi-s- 
tion adjourned. 



THIRTEENTH DAY, 

FRIDAY MORNING, March 15, 1861. 
noon, which motion was decided in the negs- 



The Convention met, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was ripened with prayer by tl 
Mr. Monroe. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday 
was read and approved. 

The question before the Convention being on 
the adoption of the amendment to the fifth res- 
oration of the report of the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations, 

Mr. Gaxtt moved that the Convention do 
adjourn until half post three o'clock this after 






live. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the Conventioa 
adjourned until 3 o'clock, r. m. 

evenini; SRBSIOR 

The Convention met, pursuant 
ment, and resumed the consideration oi 
question which was bclore them at Uu botS 
.:■ I i . ■ 1 1 t-r : ! 1 1 i-ri rj. • 

03 motion of Mr. McCokmacc, the Oo 
tion adjourned. 




I 
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FOURTEENTH DAY, 



SATURDAY MORNING, MARCH 10, 1861. 



The Convention met, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by Rev. Mr. 

i'.Vnr..i'. 

The Journal of proceedings of yes' 1 
»u md and approved. 

Mr. B red (be follow log, h 

pending amendment of Mr. 
Mom: 

IM la fifth resolution, as follows: "Thm 
lie Ml nt of hostilities, by either, 

1 n«ft necessarily be regarded by Missouri as 
V ■friendly and offensive," which was disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. Redd offered the following: amendment, 
to the pending amendment, which was disa- 
ptcd to: 

Amend the amendment by adding to the end 
thereof, after the word "State," the following 
*onb. "while any hope of such adjustment 



on recurring Upon agreeing to the 
i ni ni Mr. Most, it waa decided in the 
negative by the following vote, the ayes and 
noes having been previously demanded • 

— Messrs. Bass, Bast, Brown, Chenault, 

Collier, Comingo, Crawford, Domic II, Dunn, 

I, Givens, Gorin, Harbin, Hateh- 

Hudgina, Knott, Mataon, 

Mam, Norton, Kay, Redd, Sawyer, Say re, 

SlwtaVy, Waller, Watkins and Woodson— 80. 



Noes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Birch, Bogy, 
Breckinridge. Broatllicad, Bridge, Bush, Cal- 
houn, Cay ce, Douglass, Drake, Foster, Gam- 
ble, Uanit, Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of 
Randolph. Henderson, Hi md rick, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Bert, Hough, How, Irwin, Isbell.Jack- 
i. Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, Linton, 
Long, Marmuduke, Marvin, McClurg, McCor- 
inaclt. McDowell, KcFerran, Meyer, Morrow, 
Noell, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Rankin, RJi 
Rowland, Beott, BhwdnUbn of Howard, Shack- 
elford of Si. Luiii-.., Smith of Liun. Smilh of 
St. Louis, Tindall, Turner, WoolfoUt, Wright, 
Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman and Mr. President 
—61. 

Absent — Messrs. Doniphan, Eitzen, Mau- 
pin. Boss, Stewart, Welch and Wilson. 

Sick— Mr. Pipkin. 

Mr, Phillips offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Rtsolitd, That the thanks of this Convention 
an doe, and are hereby tendered, to the offi- 
cers of the St. Louis Agricultural and Mechan- 
ic*] Association for their kindness and liberali- 
ty in presenting Jo the Convention the St. Louis 
Fair report, for 1860. 

Mr. W incur moved the adoption of the first 
resolution of the report of the Committee on 
Federal Relations, 

Convention adjourned 



FIFTEENTH 



ivention met, pursuant to adjourn- 
ned with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr Km 

The Journal of the proceedings of Snturday 
Km read and approved. 

Mr. DoVTFHA*, by leave of the Convention, 
*u allowed t*' record his vote in the afQrma- 
>n oi the amendment to the 
Mb resolution, as offered by Mr, Mobs. 

The- :• the Convention, being 

Ik adoption of the first resolution of the series 




DAY, 

MONDAY", MARCH 18. 1861. 



reported by the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, when, 

On motion of Mr. Wsi.cn, the Convention 
adjourned until 2 o'clock, p. m, 

EVENING SESSION. 

Tin.' Convention met, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and resumed the consideration of the 
question which was befow them at the hour of 
adjournment, when, 

On motion of Mr. WATaiss, the Conven- 
tion adjourned. 
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SIXTEENTH DAY, 

TUESDAY MORNING, MARCH 19. 1801. 



The Convention mot, pursuant to adjourn. 
ment. ami was opened with prayer by the Hcv. 
Mr. Monroe. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday 
was read and app: ■ 

Tin- Convention, on motion, proceeded to 
tin- consideration of the first resolution, when 

Mr. Hi. im oili.Ti.M i!io following amen 

Amend by striking out the word " cause," 
and inserting in the place thereof the word 
"motive," which was rejected. 

The question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, by the following vote, the aye* and noes 
having been demanded by Mr. Hough. 

Aybs — Messrs. Allen, Uartlett, Boss, Birch, 
Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Brown, Bush, Calhoun, Cayce, Collier, C»- 
mingo, Crawford, Doniphan, Donnell, 
lass, Drake, Dunn, Bitten, Frnyser, Flood, 
Foster, Gamble, Ganlt, Givcns, Gorin, I trfcVI - 
ly, Sail nt Bachanan, Hall of Randolph, Hauli- 
er, Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmee. Holt, Sough, I 
How, Hoirell, Hudgins, Irwin, tsbcll, Jackson, | 
Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leepar, Linton, Long, 
Marmaduke, Marvin, Mataon, Maupin, Me- 
Clurg, Hci'orinaok, McDowell, MoFerran, 
Meyer, Morrow, Moss, Noell, Norton, Orr, 
Phillips, Ponm-n.y. Hay, Nankin, Redd, Ritch- 
iwund, f-awyer, Sayre, Scott, Shackel- 
ford ol Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, 
Shceley, Smith ol I. inn, Smith of St. Louis, 
Tindall, Turner, Waller, Wutkins, Welch, 
Woodson, Wmilinlk, Wright, Yaubuskirk, Zim- 
merman, and Mr. President — 8'J. 

No— Mr. Bait— 1. 

Ali-ciit- — Messrs. Harbin, Henderson, Hill, 
Ross, Stewart and Wilson. 

Sick — Messrs. Chenault, Knott and Pipkin. 

Mr. Union moved to amend the report of 
the committee, by adding to them, after the 
fifth resolution, the following as an additional 
resolution, which was laid on the tabic and 
ordered to be printed : 

That in order to secure our ju6t 
rights in the Union under the Constitution, it 
is of the greatest importance that the public 
peaccshould be preserved, end it is the opinion 
of this Convention that it Cannot be done If the 

General Government continues the occupation 

of the tori* in the States which have seceded. 
We, therefore, request the President of the 
United States to withdraw the troops of the 
Genera! Government from those forts. 

The question being on the adoption of the 
second resolution of the report, it was decided 



in the affirmative by the following vote, the 
:i ml noes being called for by Mr. Bast. 

Ates — Mi'.vrs. Allen, Harriett, Boss, Bast, 
Birch, Bogy.Breckinri'l itridst. 

Brown, Hush, Calhoun, Cayce, Collier, ComiD 
go. Crawford, Doniphan, Donnell, Douglass, 
Drake, Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, J I 
Gamble, Gaunt, Givens, Gorin, Gi 
of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, |i 
Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, Hough. 
How, Howell, Sudglns, Irwin, label I. Ji 
Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, I 
Marvin, Marmaduke, Mataon, U 
Clurg, MeCorinack, McDowell, Mel 

:. M-.rrow, Moss, Noell, Norton, • ; rr 
Phillips, Pomcruy, Uonkin, Kay, Redd 
ey, Rowland, Sawyer, Sayre, Scott, Shackelffl 
of Howard. Mmckelford of St. Lou 
Smith ol Linn, Smith of St. Loin*, 1 
Turner, Waller, Walking Welch, Woodwn, 
Woolfolk, Wright, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman 
and Mr. President— 90 

Noes — Ha 

AnsKST — Messrs. Chenault, Harbin, lit 
derson, Hill. Ross, Stewart and V 

Sick — Messrs. Knott and Pipkin. 

Mr. Bast then offered the following : 

Amend the third resolution of the Report 
the Committee on Federal Relations 
ding: "And In the event of a refusal I 
Northern States of this Union to agree 
consent to such an adjustment or settlement 
the slavery question, and our sister Sunt 
Virginia, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
North Carolina and Arkansas, deten 
change the relation they now hold to thi 
cral Government, the State of Missouri will 
not hesitate to take a llrm and dec- 
favor of her sister slave States of the South. 

Which was decided in the negative by tl* 
following vote, the ayes and noes being de- 
manded by Mr. Hatcher : 

Ayes — Messrs. Bartlett, Hast, Brown, I 
Chenault, Collier, Comingo, Crawford, Fray 
scr, Hatcher, Hill, Hough, Howell, Hud gin 
Matson, Noell, Redd, Sawyer, Shceley 
W« thins, Zimmerman and Mr. President— 38. 

None. — Messrs. Allen, Bass, Birch, 
Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Bush, Cal 
houn, Doniphan, Donnell, Douglass, Drake 
Dunn, Eitzen, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gaatt, 
Givens, Gorin, Gravely, Hall of Buchanan 
Hall of Randolph, Henderson, Hendrick. Hitch- 
Cick, Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, label!, Jack 
son, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, I 
Long, Marmaduke. Marvin, Maupin, M 
McCormack, McDowell, McFerran, 
Morrow, Moss. Norton, Orr, Phillip-, Poi 
Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Rowland, . 
Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of St 
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Louis, Smith of Linn, 8mith of St. Louis, Tin- 
dall. Turner. Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
Wright, and Vanbuskirk— 70. 

Abskxt — Messrs. Harbin, Ross, Stewart and 
Wilson. 

Sick— Messrs. Knott and Pipkin. 



Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, moved the pre- 
vious question on the adoption of the third res- 
olution. 

Pending which, on motion of Mr. Bbeckir 
bidoe, the Convention adjourned. 



SEVENTEENTH DAY, 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, MARCH 20 1861. 



The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened witli prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Monroe. 

The journal of the proceedings was read 
and approved. 

The motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, for 
the previous question being the order, the 
question was : " Shall the main question be 
now put «" It was decided in the affirmative. 

The question being on the adoption of the 
third resolution, it was adopted by the follow- 
ing vote, the ayes and noes having been called 
for by Mr Hall, of Buchanan : 

Ayes— Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Baas. Bast, 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge. Bridge, Brown, 
Bush, Calhoun, Cayce, Chenault, Collier, Craw- 
ford, Doniphan, Donncll, Douglass, Drake, 
Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, Flood, Foster, Gamble, 
Gantt, Givens, Gorin, Gravely, Hall of Bu- 
chanan, Hall of Randolph, Harbin, Hatcher, 
Henderson, Hendrick, Holmes, Holt, Hough, 
Howell, Hudgins, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Jam- 
ison, Kidd, Knott, Leepcr, Long, Marroadukc, 
Marvin, Matson, Maupin, McClurg, McCor- 
mack, McDowell, McFerran, Meyer, Morrow, 
Moss, Noell, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, 
Rankin, Ray, Redd, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, 
Sawyer, Say re, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. 
Louis, Tindall. Turner, Waller, Watkins, 
Welch, Wilson. Woodson, Woolfolk, Vanbus- 
kirk, Zimmerman and Mr. President — 90. 

Noes — Messrs Broadhead, Hill Hitchcock 
and How — 4. 

Absent — Messrs. Linton and Stewart. 

Sick — Messrs. Com in go, Johnson and Pip- 
kin. 

Mr. Gamble offered the following as a sub- 
stitute for the fourth resolution : 

Raoleed, That the people of Missouri be- 
lieve the peace and quiet of the country will 
be promoted by a Convention, to propose 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, and this Convention therefore urges 
the Legislature of this State, and of the other 
States, to take the proper steps for calling such 
a Convention, in pursuance of the fifth article 
of the Constitution ; and for providing by law 
tar an election by the people of such number 



of delegates as are to be sent to such Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. Gamble moved the previous question ; 
the question being : " Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put V It waa decided in the af- 
firmative. 

The question then being on the adoption of 
the substitute to the fourth resolution, it was 
agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the adoption of 
the fourth resolution as substituted, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative by the following vote, 
the ayes and noes having been demanded by 
Mr. Hall, of Buchanan : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bart, Bass, 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Bush, Calhoun, Cayce, Collier, Crawford, Don- 
nell, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, 
Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, Givens, Gorin, 
Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, 
Harbin, Henderson, Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holt, 
Holmes, How, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, 
Jamison, Kidd, Knott, Lecper, Long, Marma- 
duke, Marvin, Matson, Maupin, McClurg, Me- 
Cormack, McDowell, McFerran, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Moss, Noell, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pome- 
roy, Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, 
Sawyer, Sayre, Scott, Shackelford of Howard, 
Shackelford of St Louis, Sheeley, Smith of 
Linn, Smith of 8t. Louis, Tindall, Turner, 
Waller, Welch, Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
Wright, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman and Mr. 
President — 85. 

Noes — Messrs. Brown, Chcnault, Doniphan, 
Hatcher, Hill, Hough, Hudgins, Redd and 
Watkins— 9. 

Aiisemt — Messrs. Linton and Stewart. 

Sick — Messrs. Comiugo, Johnson and Pip- 
kin. 

Mr. Doxsell offered the following as an 
amendment to the fifth resolution : 

Amend fifth resolution by adding as follows : 
"In view of the existing state of affairs, in 
order to avoid and more effectually prevent a 
conflict with the seceding States, which would 
forever close the door to compromise, we be- 
lieve it to be the duty of the Executive to with- 
draw all government troops from their borders, 
and abstain from the collection of the revenue, 
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thereby depriving them of any plea for bring- 
ing on a hostile engagement, wiili a view of 
engaging the sympathy and co-operation of 
mining sluvc States." 

Mr. Hough withdrew the resolution offered 
by him on yesterday, which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, offered the follow- 
ing as n substitute for the amendment of Mr. 
Donadli 

This Convention is not sufBeienlly acquaint- 
ed widi nil the facts concerning the forts of the 
United Suites within the limits of the seceding 
States, as to be able to give an opinion with re- 
ference to the best course to be pursued by the 
Federal Government, but this Convention car- 
hopu that such action may be taken by 
the United Battel and the seceding States as 
will avoid .ill hostile collision between the Uni- 
ted Stales and said seceding States. 

Mr. Shackelford, of Howard, offered the 
following as an amendment to the pending sub- 
stitute : 

That it is. the opinion of this Convention, 
that our cherished desire to preserve our coun- 
try from the ruins of civil war and its devas- 
tilting influence, and the restoration of harmo- 
ny and fraternal feeling between the different 
sections, would bo greatly promoted by the 
withdrawal of the Federal troops from such 
forta within the borders of the seceding BSttfle, 
when there is danger of a collision between 
the State and Federal troops, and we recom- 
mend that policy. 

Mr. H a i.L called for the previous question, 
which was sustained, the question being: 
" Shall the moin question be now put!" De- 
cided in the affirmative by the following vote, 
the ayes and noes having been called for by 
Mr. Knott : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bnrtlett, Bass, Birch, 
Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Brown, Bush, Calhoun, Caycc, Chenault, Do- 
mingo, Doniphan, Honncll, Douglass, Drake, 
Dunn, Gitr.cn, Frayscr, Flood, Foster, Gantt, 
Given.*, Gortn, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Ran- 
dolph, Harbin, Hatcher, Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, Irwin, Isbcll, 
Jackson, Jamison, Kidd, Leeper, Long, Mar- 
tn&duke, Marvin, Matson, Maupin, McC'lurg, 
McCorninek, McDowell, McFerran, Meyer, 
Morrow, Moss, Noell, Orr, Phillips, Bnnkin, 
Ray, Ritchey, Rowland, Scott, Shackelford of 
Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, Smith of 
Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Tindall, Waller, 
Watkins, Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, Van 
buskirk, Zimmerman and Mr. President — 77. 

Nobs — Messrs. Crawford, Gamble, Gravely, 
Henderson, Hill, How, Iludgius, Kiiott, Nor- 



ton, Pomerov, Redd, Ross, Sawyer, Tar 
and Welch— 16. 

Absext — Messrs. Say re, Stewart and \Vri| 

Sick— Messrs. Bast, Johnson, Linton i 
Pipkin. 

The question being on the adoption 
amendment to the substitute, it was agreed 
by the following vote, the ayes and noes 
ing been demanded by Mr, Moss : 

Ates — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bogy, Browt 
Cayce, Chenault, Collier, Comings, Crawford, 
Doniphan, Donnell, Douglass, Drake, Dun 
Fravser, Flood, Gamble, Given*, Goriu, Graw 
ly, Hall of Randolph, H.irbm. !i 
floueh, Howell, Hungins, Kidd, 
maduke, Matson, McCormaek. McDowt 
Morrow, Moss, Noell, Norton. Phillip-. 
roy, Rankin, Rav, Redd, Ritchey, Ro- 
ver, Sayre, Shackelford of Howard. Sheets 
Waller, Welkins, Weld). Wilson, Woods**, 
Woolfolk, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman and M 
President— 57. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Birch, Brec! 
Broadhead, Bridge, B<>sh, Calhoun. 
Foster, GanU, Hall or Buchauan, H-' 
Hendrick; Hitchcock, Holme?, Holt, How, I 
win, label I, Jarksnn, Jamison, Leeper, Lob 
Marvin, Maupin, McClurg, McForran, Mtft 
i»rr, Rowland, Seott, Shack-lford of St. 
Smith of Linn. Smith of St. Louie, 
and Turner— 36. 

Absent — Messrs. Linton, Stewart ■ 
Wright 

Sick — Messrs. Bast, Johnson and Pipkin. 

The question then being on the odop 
the substitute as amended, was decided in i 
affirmative by the following vote, the ayes I 
noes being demanded by Mr. Moss: 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bogy, Breckinrid 
Broadhead, Bridge, Bush, Cnlhonn, I 
Douglass, Eltien, Foster, Gamble, Gab 
Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Rnndolp 
Henderson, Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holm**, 
Holt, How, Irwin, Isbetl, Jackson, J 
Kidd, Leeper, Long, Marmaduke, 
Maupin, MeClurg, McCormsek, McDows 
McFerran, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, (hr, PK 
lips, Pomeroy, Rankin, Ross, Rowlaw 
Shackelford of Howard, bhackelfoid of 
Louis. Smith of Linn, Turner, Wilson, V» 
buskirk, Zimmerman ahd Mr. President— 04 

Noes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Birch, Br« 
Chenault, Collier, Comingo, Crawford, 
phan, Dounell, Drake, Dunn, Fraysei, Flo< 
Givens, Gorin, Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, 
Howell, Hudgins, Knott, Matson, Mo 
ton, Ray, Redd. Hitchey, Sawver, Sayre, 
ley, Smith of St. Louis, Tindall, Wallrr. Wat 
kins, Welch, Woodson and Woolfolk— 3'J. 

Absent— Messrs. Linton, Stewart ; 
Wright. 

Sick— Messrs. Ba*t t Johnson and Pipkin. 

Mr. Hkndkrbon moved that the Convention 
adjourn until 10 o'clock tomorrow morni 
which motion was decided in the negntivc. 

The question then being on the adoption 
the amended substitute as an amendment 



resolution, it v. 
lative by tl 
?s baring been called for by Mr- 

•j#r». Bartlett, B»s», Bogy, Brown, 

ault. Colli'.T, Comingo, Crav 

Jonnell, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, 

lt,Gonn, Gravely, Harbin, Hatch* 

. Hurigirm, Knott, Kidd, 

Mabou, McDowell, Morrow, 

Phillips, Rankin, Ray, 

r?r, S»ayre, 

v, VVatkina, 
>ii, Woolfolk, Vanbus- 
ilent — 61. 

Allen, Birch. Breckinridge, 
Bride, Bush. Calhoun, Eitz«-n, 
Her, Citable, Gariit, Hall of Bu- 
nt Rai ."'ph. 1 !• i lei ion, Hen- 
cock, Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, 
.sun, Jamison, Johnaon, Leeper, 
U Macipin. McClurp, McCoimaek, 
r, Pouieroy, Rowland, 
is, Smith of Linn, 
Turner, Waller, Wrigbl 
man 

Measrs. Linton and Stewart. 
ftan. Bast and Pipkin, 
lion then recurring upon the adop- 
mginal fifth resolution, as u 
bcided in the allirmativr by tJu fill- 
i then;. . having been de- 

leaira. Allen, Barllett, Bass, Ba«1, 

', Breckinridge, Brown. Calhoun, 

lault. Collier, Comlngo, Crawford, 

I, Douglas*, Drake, .Dunn. 

. Giv- 

Grav-ly, Hall of Buchanan Hall 

, Hatcher, Henderson, 

Hll, Holme?, Holt, How, Howell, 

rwin. Isbell, Jack>on, Johnson, 

■Id. Knott, Leeper, Long, Marma- 

t»on, Maupin, McClurg, Mc- 

fcDuw>|l, McFen r, Mor- 

Noell, Norton. Orr, Phillip", Ran- 

rdd, Ritchey. Ross, Rowland, Saw- 

t, Shackelford of Howard, 

of St. Louis, Sheeley, Smith of 

h of St. Louis, Tindall, Turner, 

t", Wilson, Woodson, 

it, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman 

t— 89 

es»r». Broadhend, Bridge, Bush, 
:hcock and How — t} 

•Iftesrs. Linton and Stewart. 
Bast and Pipkin. 
m having proceeded to the 
n of Ihe sixth resolution of the Re- 
on Federal li. lotions, 
for the pre- 
ion, which was sustained. The 
ng : " Shall the main question he 
; was decided in the allirma- 






Tin- •. i Ihl adoption of the 

sixth resolution, It y led En the affirma- 

tive by the following r/Ofv, u • iris and noes 
■! t'ir liy .Mr. Itedd : 

Ates— Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Baas, Hindi, 
Breckinridge, Broudln tad, Bridge, Hush, 

Collier, Douglass, 
Drake, Dunn, Bitten, Frayser, Flood, Footer, 
Gamble, diitt, Ihtll of Buchanan, Hail of 
Randolph, Hatcher, Henderson, Hendrick, Hill, 
Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt. Rough, How, Irwin, 
lsbcll, Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, K !l, 
I, Harmaduke, Marvin, Moupin, 
McClurg, McCormack, UcFerran, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Moss, Noell, Urr, Phillips, l'omernv, Ran- 
kin, Boy, Bon, Bowfawd, Scott, Shack 
(it Howard, Shackelford of rt 
Bmitn of Linn, Smith of St Louis, Tindall, 
Turner, Waller, WafJcin i,Wi len.Wilson.'Wood- 
■OH, Wnolfolk, Wright, Vanbuslcirk, Zininior- 
1 1 1 ii ii arid Mr. President — 70. 

Nose — Messrs. Chennult, Comingo, Craw- 
ford, DoorplUBt, Donnell. Givene, Qortn, 1 1 
lv, Harbin, Howell, Bodgins, Knott, stetson, 
McDowell, Norton, Beda, B - iwyer 

uud Say re— I' 1 . 

ut— Messrs. Linton and Stewart. 
int. Bast and Pipkin. 

Mr. Phillips Stored that the Con v. 
adjourn until to-niorrowniornin.tr alien o'clock, 
which was decided la the negative. 

The Convention proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the mv>'iii.1i resolution of the report, 
a inn 

Mr. Don offered tfae IbUowinp; amendment; 

Amend the seven tli resolution by tilling the 
blank with "seven," and by adding after the 
word "seven," "ono from each Congressional 
HI agreed to. 

Mr. Hall, of IJuchuiiiiu, nflen. d the I'ollow- 
ing us an additional amendment, fcMefe was 
also agreed to i 

Strike out all after the word "and," and in- 
sert " in cast- any vacancy or vacancies shall 
happen in said committee during the recess of 
tikis Convi ution, by death, resignation, or oth- 
erwise, the remaining members or member of 
sold Committee shall have power to fill the 
same." 

Mr. LiiKfEn moved the Convention now ad- 
journ, which motion was decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Mi. Rkdd oflered the following amendment 
to the pending resolution, which, on motion, 
was rejected : 

Anund the seventh resolution by striking 
out the words "at such place as they may think 
the public exigencies require," and insert the 
words "at the city ot Jefferson, " \\\ tW \Aarte 
thereof. 
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Mr. Birch offered the following amend- 
ment : > 

Amend the seventh resolution by adding 
these words : "And if the said committee shall 
be of opinion hereafter, that there is no longer 
a necessity for the reassembling of this Con- 
vention, and shall so declare by public commu- 
nication, then and in that case the Convention 
•hall not re-assemble on the third Monday in 
in December, 1861, but may be called together 
by a majority of said committee at any subse- 
quent period." 

Mr. Knott called for the ayes and noes on 
agreeing to the amendment of Mr. Birch. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following substitute, 
which was accepted by Mr. Birch : 



That by request of a majority of all the mem- 
bers of this Convention, in writing, delivered 
to said committee prior to said third Monday 
in December next, the said Committee shall on 
that day adjourn this Convention iurftfi<. 

Mr. Shackelford, of Howard, offered the 
following amendment to the accepted substitute 
of Mr. Wilson : 

Provided, that if the Convention doc* not as- 
semble on the third Monday in December, 1861, 
the Convention shall stand adjourned sine die. 

Pending which, on motion of Mr. Shbslbt, 
the Convention adjourned until to-morrow 
morning at ten o'clock. 



EIGHTEENTH D^Y, 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 1861. 
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The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Monroe. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yester- 
day was read and approved. 

Mr. Hen person, from the Committee here- 
tofore appointed, to whom was referred the 
communication from the Hon. Luther J. Glenn, 
Commissioner from the State of Georgia to 
this Convention, made a report which was read. 

Majority Report of Committee on Commissioner 
from G tor oic 

Mb. President : Tour Committee, to whom 
was referred the communication of the Hon. Lu- 
ther "J. Glenn, who appeared before the Conven- 
tion as a Commissioner from Georgia, and hav- 
ing presented the ordinance of eccestion adopted 
by said State, was pleased to "invite the co-ope- 
ration of Missouri with Georgia and the other 
seceding States in the formation of a Southern 
Confederacy," have had the same under consid- 
eration, and beg leave to report as follows : 

The Committee sincerely regret that the com- 
mission under which Mr. Glenn was accredited 
to our State, was limited in its scope to a mere 
Invitation to withdraw from the Government of 
our fathers, and form a distinct confederacy with 
the Gulf States. His mission seems to contem- 
plate no plan of reconciliation— no measure of 
redress for alleged grievances, which being adopt- 
ed would prove satisfactory to Georgia. Having 
chosen secession as the only remedy for existing 
IDs, Georgia, through her Commissioner, sup- 
poses that similar iateresta, connected with the. 



exigency precipitated upon us by the action of 
the Cotton States, will impel Missouri to with- 
draw from the Union and cast her lot with them. 

The reasons assigned by Mr. Glenn for this ac- 
tion on the part of his State are : First, that the 
laws of Congress imposing duties on Imports 
have been so framed as to discriminate very in- 
juriously against Southern interests; Second, 
that a great sectional party, chiefly confined to 
the Northern States of the Union, whose leading- 
idea is animosity to the institution of negro 
slavery, has gradually become so strong as to 
obtain the chief executive power of the nation, 
which is regarded as a present insult to the 
South; and, Third, that the ultimate object of 
this party is the total extinction of slavery in 
the States where it now exists by law, and the 
placing upon terms of political equality, at 
least, the white and black races; and to prevent 
evils of such magnitude, aa well as to preserve 
the honor and safety of the South, Georgia and 
some of her sister States have deliberately re- 
solved to withdraw from the Union, never to re- 
turn. 

Tour Committee trust that they duly appreci- 
ate the gravity of the communication thus made 
to the people of Missouri. 

Missouri entered the Union at the close of an 
angry contest on the subject of slavery. Her 
geographical position, the variety of the branch- 
es of industry to which her resources point, her 
past growth and future prospects, combine to de- 
mand that all her councils be taken in the spirit 
of sobriety and conciliation. 

Tour Committee waive for the moment the 
consideration of the moral aspect of what they 



conceive to bo the heresy of section, because 

V they catered, in tbe Ant instance, upon this 

I, its results wonid preclude any in- 

! rial consequences of the ac- 

to which Mia?oari is solicited. 

1 im; peculiar position of oar Stale bj different 

(tarn that of Georgia or any other of the cotton- 

growfng States. If it lie true, as represented, 

that the revenue laws of tin- country upe-ratr 

(fpntrively upon them— and this objection is 

no* heard for the first time after un interval of 

marly thirty years — it enn not be pretended that 

ay part of thia particular grievance touches 

Acknowledging as we do the power of Con- 
P»* to impose such duties Tor revenue pur 
lean, and trusting to the wisdom and justice 
an, we. an un- 
it, in a step promising nothin a, but 
matt unequivocal calamities, a refuge from 
igmarr evil*. 

ranee to the more important matter pre- 
Mated as a reason for Qteaeitofl of Georgia, your 
Ittee would say, that Missouri has watched 
painful anxiety the progress of a great sec- 
tioail party in the Noitli based upon the cxclu- 
800 of darcry from the Terriiariea, which aro 
toteemmon property of the whole Union. Do- 

I'.tpublican party the justice to I 
that It means to carry out the articles of its polit- 
ies! creed, aa stated in its platform and indicated 
•1 eat rote* in Congress, we deem it incor- 
nctto declare that it cherishes any present fatten- 
too lo interfere with slavery in the States of the 
Any inch attempt would justly arouse 
tat higttot exasperation in every sla vc holding 
Staitr: but it ia considered unwise to go out of our 
«»y » denounce bypothetically a design which, 
being threatened, is disavowed by 
ttal party. 
W< are aware that individual members or the 
ave at time* enunciated most 
ilajgcroii* heresies, and that some of its ex- 
areni deliberation, cm- 
of resolntiona and published 
1, sentiments which would fully 
e, If regarded as the views of the whole 
Ofanuuitiun, the con 1 it 1 nation due to prii 
M wax wlih the security of rights of property in 
warty 1 -'j tea of the Union; but we 

»B«t guard ourselves against the double error of 
Imagining chat oil the bad rhetoric and unchaiit- 
«bu ipeei b of orators whose highest aim is to 
wodttee a sensation, ore to be taken as the true 
npnorat of the sober views of their party, and 
■hat language recklessly used by a party seeking 
It obtain power is a faithful index of the con 
ursae when power Las been onco 
obtains. 

Tortof these views, your Committee- may 
balance the adoption of a constitutional amend- 



f the requisite two-thirds vote of each 
branch of the last Congress, after ihe representa- 
tives from seven Southern States had withdrawn, 
providing against all interferen fit 1a Congrev* 
wiih the Institution of slavery, as it may axial in 
any 8 late of the Union— a proriidon to 
without the consent of even- State. From this it 
may be seen that the extremists attached to the 
Republican party have so far been unable to 1 011- 
trolit. 

In proof of the proposition that parlies a: 
radical in the acquisition that in the exenise of 
DM cr, are may refer tn the recent organize 
three several Territorial Governments, ti] 
principles contained in the compromise measure* 
of 1850— and afterwards applied, upon demand 
of the South, to the provisional governments of 
Kansas and Nebraska, 

But notwithstanding these evidences denoting 
thus far a proper appreciation of the right.* mid 
of the people of UN South, the Honora- 
ble Commissioner was pleased to assure us that 
tieorijia had lost all confidence in the North. 
Such, Mr. President, is not the sentiment of 
Missouri. That many of the citizens of the North, 
including the turbulent demagogues who inrito 
to treuson, and their deluded followers who exe- 
cute their teachings, by invading other States, 
with a view of inaugurntins' revolution or setting 
at defiance by forcible resistance the Federal laws 
on their own soil, have forfeited our confidence, 
will not be denied. But to denounce the innocent 
uiih the guilty, and charge whole commotiiiica 
with the crimes or bod faith of u few, does not 
ac or,l Willi tho moral or political ethics of Mis- 
souiiana. 

It is true that pome of the Northern States haro 
I laws, the provisions of which teem de- 
si piied to impede tho prompt and faithful execu- 
tion of the fugitive slave law, but bih-Ii enaci 
ments are void. They disgrace the statute boo 
on which they appear, and serve no other pur- 
pose than to weaken the fraternal lies that should 
bind together tho people of different seciiona 
the Union. These enactments are fast disap- 
pearing; and the hope may be indulged -.! 
the course of a few months, this source of irrita- 
tion will be iiiniiAlicntly removed. 

80 far, then, from having lost all confidence in 
the North, Ml'souri is assured, by the bUtory of 
ihe past, that every right she may const it itttonal- 
m will be accorded 10 her. Let thepne- 
atona of the day, engendered by potilL ul coniiji t, 
subside, and the ultra dogmas of party leaden 
will be discarded. Let the Ameiican nriml once 
mote he directed to the bupBMMt • 
ing the blessings of a good government, instead 
of indulging vain hopes of establishing a bolter 
one, :it the close of tho most dungeious and crim- 
inal revolutions, and then tho peaco of the coun- 
try will have been. TestowyA. 
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Wo arc not advised that concessions demanded 
by the Southern people, on the subject or slavery, 
have been heretofore refused by those of the 
North. No Federal legislation, discriminating 
against the institution, has ever been imposed 
upon the South by the sectional power of the 
North. The ordinance of 1787, prohibiting 
slavery in the Northwest territory, ceded to the 
General Government by the State of Virginia, 
was proposed and advocated by one of the most 
distinguished sons of the "Old Dominion." 
The proposition was seconded and supported by 
Southern men, and, though the result of the 
measure was tho exclusion of slavery from the 
soil of five large States ef the Union, yet the 
South should not be so unjust as now to com- 
plain of the deed. 

Tho Missouri Compromise was agreed upon by 
the representatives of both sections of the coun- 
try, and neither should now reproach the other. 
It was proposed by a Southern man, received the 
assent of tho South, and acquiesced in by the 
people of the nation. 

And though, it may be said, tho compact was 
made in ignorance of the law, as recently de- 
clared by the Supreme Court, the people of the 
South will scarcely now sacrifice their high sense 
of honor, so long claimed as a leading character- 
istic, in eager and unnatural desire to find causes 
of quarrel with their brethren of the North. 

At a subsequent period the South demanded a 
repeal of the Missouri compromise line, and the 
adoption of tho principle of non-intervention upon 
the subject of slavery in the Territories. The de- 
mand was acceded to, and territorial government 
established in accordance with their wishes. That 
portion of the Territory, once covered by the re- 
striction of 1820, was thus opened to the intro- 
duction of slavery, and now, for the first time 
since tho organization of the Federal Government, 
has slavery become lawful upon every part of the 
public domain. Georgia and Missouri united in 
this appeal to the patriotism and justice of the 
North. The concession was made, and Missouri 
would be false to every principle of honor should 
she find in the act a pretext for the charge of bro- 
ken faith. 

The operation of this principle having become 
distasteful to some of our Southern friends, it was 
thought by them advisable to make yet another 
demand upon the people of tho North . Tho doc- 
trine of Congressional protection of slavery in 
the Territory was nrged as a substitute for that 
of popular sovereignty, so recently adopted at 
their own instance and request. Tho demand, 
however, is only made in a political convention, 
and admitted, by the parties urging it, to be an 
unnecessary and impracticable abstraction. 
When attempted to be engrafted npon the legis- 
lation of the country, it is repudiated by nearly 
the entire South, and even by Georgia herself. 



Your Committee are by no means satisfied that 
even ibis request would be refused by a large 
proportion of the Northern people, were it neces- 
sary to preserve tbe Union, or secure the rights of 
their brethren. But, until it shall be acknowledged 
as a vital and living principle by the Sooth, and 
refused by the North, Missouri will be alow even 
to complain of injustice, mncb less to enter into 
any schemes for the destruction of the Govern- 
ment. 

/ Missouri is not yet ready to abandon the ex- 
periment of free government. She has not lost 
all confidence in the people of any section of the 
nation, because the past furnishes assurance to 
the contrary; the present is cheered by her un- 
shaken faith in the capacity of man to govern 
himself— and the future invites to peace and con- 
tinued Union, for the prosperity of all. J 
jrlf evils exist under the Constitution and laws, 

'rb they are, let the proper appeal be addressed to 
the American heart, both North and South, and 
these evils will be removed. If, in the heat of 
partisan rancor, the expressions or deeds of the 
vicious shall point to future aggressions, the 
patriot ism of the masses needs only to be invoked 
for new guaranties against anticipated wrong. J 

From what has been already said it will be see/ ' 
that the views of Georgia, as expressed by her 
Commissioner, and those of your Committee, in 
reference to the policy to be pursued by tbe 
Southern States in the present emergency, are 
essentially different. We believe that Missouri 
yet relies upon tbe justice of the American people, 
whilst Georgia seems to despair. /The one re- 
cognizes friends in tbe North, whose lives, if ne- 
cessary, will be devoted to her defense; the other 
recording them as unworthy of her confidence, 
spurns their friendship and defies their enmitj^< 
Missouri looks to the Federal Constitution to pro- 
tect the rights of her citizens, whilst Georgia un- 
necessarily rushes into revolution and hazards all 
upon a single issue, j Georgia, seeming to regard 
the Union as the source of imaginary-ills, adopts 
secession as a remedy; Missouri, feeling that she 
is indebted to the Union for tho prosperity of her 
citizens, her power and wealth as a State, vet 

i clings to it with the patriotic devotion of earlier 

'days, i 

Your committee, so far, have confined them- 
selves to an examination of the causes alleged for 
the revolution in the Southern States, and the ap- 
parent want of necessity for so extraordinary a 
movement, at tho present time. Indeed so rapid 
and ill-advised has this action been, that it seems 
rather the execution of meditated conspiracy 
against tho Government by restless and uneasy 
demagogues, than the slow and determined 
movement of a reflecting people. We see many 
of the dangerous men who controlled the nulli- 
fication plot of South Carolina in 1833, the promi- 
nent actors in the present desperate experiment 
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against the peace and happiness of the country. 
Feeling, as we do, the total inadequacy of the 
causes presented for this ruinous policy, your 
Committee will be excused in the expression of 
some doubt as to the deliberation and wisdom 
with which the Honorable Commissioner was 
pleased to assure ns Georgia had acted in the 
premises. And in this connection we will be fur- 
ther excused for commending to the serious con- 
sideration of the good citizens of Georgia, and 
other seceding States, who may for the moment 
hare been seduced from the paths of safcry%y the 
artful schemes of bad men, the following memo- 
rable words from one whoso patriotism will not 
be doubted, and whose unerring sagacity is being 
daily verified in the history of the Republic: 
"Washington, May 1, 1813. 
" Mt Dear Sib : * * • * I have had a 
laborious task here; but nullification is dead, and 
its actors and conrtiers will only bo remembered 
by the people to be execrated for their wicked de- 
signs to sever .and destroy the only good Govern- 
ment on the globe, and that prosperity and hap- 
piness we enjoy over every portion of the world. 
Hainan's eallows ought to be the fate of all such 
ambitions men, who would involve their country 
in civil war, and all the evils in Its train, that thoy 
might reign and ride on its whirlwind and direct 
the storm. The free people of these United States 
have spoken, and consigned these wicked dema- 
gogues to their proper doom. Take care of your 
milliners; you have them among you ; let them 
meet with the indignant frowns of every man who 
loves his country. The tariff, it is now known 
was a mere pretext. The next pretext win be the 
negro or itavery question. 

"ANDREW JACKSON. /] 
" Rer. Andrew J. Crawford. 



y 

The Commissioner was pleased to invoke/the 
Identity of interests and feeling between thvpeo- 
ple of Georgia and Missouri, as a reason that wo 
should abandon the Government of our fathers 
and take onr position with the seceding States. 
It will be borne in mind that this proposition was 
urged, not with a view of securing such guaran- 
ties as might ultimately lead to a reunion of the 
States and the establishment of fraternal peace, 
bat for the purpose of constructing permanently 
a separate and distinct confederacy. 

If the union of these two great States, under 
the same government — and we admit the fact — 
be so desirable to Georgia, wc will be pardoned 
in the expression of astonishment that she saw fit 
to dissolve that connection, which had been peace- 
ful and happy for the last forty years, without 
consulting the interests or wishes of Missouri. It 
may not be intended, but the inference is forced 
upon as, that longer to enjoy tho beneficial re- 
cults to flow from union with our revolting sisters, 
we must surrender our own convictions of duty 



and fbllew the imperative behests of others.— 
Missouri must resign her place in the present gal- 
axy of 8tatcs, where the lustre and brilliancy of 
each but add harmony and beauty to the whole, 
and accept such position as may be assigned her 
in the new constellation, whose light, wc fear, 
may never penetrate beyond tho southern skies. 
The importance of tho accession of Missouri 
to any confederacy formed upon the ruins of the 
present Union will be readily granted; but before 
accepting any such invitation without any guar- 
anty for the future, it behooves us now to exam- 
ine the character of the remedy proposed, and 
also its inevitable consequences upon tho peopk 
of Missouri. Should the Government become 
destructive of the ends for which it was insti- 
tuted, and oppression become the established 
rule of its action, we presume that none will de- 
ny the revolutionary right of redress. This, 
however, is a remedy outside of the provisions of 
tho federal constitution and one that must neces- 
sarily address itself to the moral sense of the civ- 
ilized world. It depends for its success upon 
deep convictions of wrong by citizens of the re- 
volting district, claiming, when justifiable, the 
encouragement and sympathy of other nations. 
It is the last remedy of injured man to obtain in 
violence and bloodshed, if need be, tho establish- 
ment of an Incontcstible right. It presumes the 
total inefficiency of his government to redress his 
wronirs. It supposes that all tho efforts of peace 
have been exhausted, and that present evils are 
beyond endurance. 

/if it be true "that governments long established 

/abould not bo changed for light and transient 

■^causes," it occurs to your Committee that a proper 

appreciation of this truth will at once dispel all 

ideas of present revolution. 

Secession, on the other hand, is claimed as a 
right resulting from tho nature of our Govern- 
ment; that the Constitution is a mere compact 
between tho States, not subject even to the ordi- 
nary rules governing contracts; that it is n con- 
federation of States, not a government of the peo- 
ple. 

It will be observed that no attempt of a serious 
character has ever been made to overthrow the 
Government without adopting this theory as the 
best means to accomplish the end. Tho reason is 
obvious; for although it is declared in the instru- 
ment itself, that "this Constitution and the laws of 
the United States which shall ba made in pursu- 
ance thereof, and all treaties made under the au - 
tbority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
law of tho land; and the Judges in every State 
shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitu- 
tion or laws of any State to the contrary notwith- 
standing," this doctrine interposes State author- 
ity batween the rebellious citizen and the conse- 
quences of his crime. Hence tho delegates from 









the five New England States who met at II ait 

niriivtii ut. In ISM, in response to the call 

of the Mbsmm I u-ctis Legislatora, saying "it 

wm wtpalleD l to lay the foundation for a 

radical reform in the National compact, and 

some mole of defense suitable to 

those States, the affinities of whose interests are 

ii. I Who H intirrourse are most frequent," 

numerating their grievances against She 

Government, declare- that "in casts of deliberate, 

dangerous and i>al[>al.ilc infractions of tin- ron- 
Mitution, affecting the sovn Lnty of a State, 
and the liberties of Hie pcojile, it i.-s not only the 
right but the duty of such u BtaM to interpose its 
authority for protection, In the maimer host oal- 
cnlated to wean that cnJ. Whoa emergencies 
rthleh are either beyond the reach of the 
judicial tribunals, or too pressing to admit of the 
delay Incident to their forms,, States which have 
no common umpire mint be their own judyes 
and execute their own dacWooc." 

Looking forward to the ultimate dissolution of 
the Union and the erection of a Northern Confed- 
eracy as one of the means to secure lhm end, 
commended amendments to the Constitu- 
tion which they must have known would not bo 
1. Tbeir rejection it was hoped, no doubt, 
would "fire the Northern mind and precipitate" 
the New England States "inro a revolution." 
Baaing the enormity of their proceedings and 
that merited punishment would likely bo visited 
upon them by the Government, they loo BOOSrad 
lotamn protest against coercion, and de- 
clared "if the Union bedattlaisd to dissolution 
by reason of the multiplied abuses of bad admin- 
istration, it tfaonld be if possible the work of 
peaceable time* ami deliberate consent," and 
that "a separation by ajuilablc anangtmtnt 
will bo preferable to an alliance by constraint 
among nominal friends but real enemies." 

We pause but to remark that the amendments 
Constitution proposed by this It 
Otion were never adopted, the New In- 
land Stn'ca rcmujned in the Union, peace and 
prosperity a gain hi hunt, and the en n- 

spirators, abhorred and shunned by men, silently 
passed alung to a grave of infamy. 

At a subsc'tuent period a movement somewhat 
similar in it- niton wa* inaugurated in fumn of 
tin; Southern Slates, and your Committee hope 
that ilieLillu-ii.ii will give no offense to Georgia. 
The Rrievant I ro in plained of was the tariff art of 
1928. South Carolina took the incipient step and 
declared the Constitution to baa compact between 
States as Independent sovereignties and not a gov- 
ernment of the people— that the Federal Govern- 
ment was responsible to the State Legislatures, 
wlwu it aarnrnnrl powaw noteonfeuud flint ant 
withstanding a tribunal was appointed under the 
Constitution tu decide controversies where the 
i States was a party, there were some ques- 



tions that must occur between th 
and the States, Which it would be unsaf< 
mil JO any judicial tribunal; and finally, 
State had a right to judge for itself na t« 
Uons of the Constitution. Alabama. \ 
and Georgia having yielded nssent to ibis 
t b u of the principles of the < 

it was assembled in South C. 
at once declared the obnoxious law to be I 
i nid and of no binding force upon 
thai State. It was further resolved, thai 
of aifattrmpt by the General Uovernmci 
force the tariff laws of 1828 or 1832, the l"i 
tobe<i . i, a Convention called to ' 

independent goi eminent of that State; and 
that the nullification might Ih 

it was provided, that no appeal si 
permitted to the Supreme Cowl of the 
StateB in any question concerning the val 
the ordinance ot of the laws that might to 
hy the Legislature to give it effect. In pu 
of this scheme, the Governor was authoi 
the Legislature to call on the militia of tj 
the enforcement of the Federi 
arms and munitions of war were i 
disposal, and the State judiciary was to I 
nated from their oaths to support the 
Constitution. Treason Jo the Union Iiecai 
tided with the namcof patriotism, and its 
deformity was attempted to be slit 
mantle ottttate sovert Ignty. 

At ibis juncture appeared the prc-clami 
Jae^Km, explaining the nature of the a 

mncnt, denying the pretended right 
oreignrv and claiming Ibe supremacy of tl 

istitntion. A military force was or 
as-e-mbk-ut Charleston, and a sloop of v 
dispatched to the snmc point, to protect t 
cml officers in the. discharge of their dulie 
theories Mere exploded; the tide of re 
that threatened to engulf tlie entire Sot 
checked; the passions of the moment st 
tin- public mind that bad been maddened 
unlicensed declamation of the demagog 
remitted to calm reflection, and soon tin 
country rei-pondcd to ibe patriotic 
the iron-nerved statesman : " Our Federal 1 
it must be prescr 

Wo pause but to remark, that 
were collected, peace was preserved, 
was saved, and a new batch of test] 
signed lo oblivion by an indignant poonll 
instances might be given in which ia 
struetions of the Constitution have bee 
with the obvious Intention ultimetelj to 
it; but jour Committee feci ns-ined I 
instrument itself, when viewed in connect] 
the history of its adoption, eflSHMM besot 
us tu -mili!i.iii the right of >i.re-M..n. 
hi 1 1 ii i ii< r. t of deli gated powei 
of thki United . 
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perfect Union, establish justice, insure do- 
i !o for the common de- 
loce the general welfare, and secure 
tbe blessings of liberty lo thenisil 
posterity." 

All legislative powers granted in the Constitu- 
tion are vested in a CtHlg'HaH, composed of a 
Senate and House of Representatives. After an 
aKpttM email, ration of grants of power ilint may 
be exercised by that body, it b farther provided 
tie ball have [tower "to make all laws 

Vturb shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
fc'" tlic foregoing powers, and all other 

(Mwers vested by this Qmntitfltioa in the Gov- 
iled States or in any depart - 

: "the laws of the United 

State, which shall be made in pursuance" of 

uits of power, ".shall be the supreme law 

■rftfceland, and the Judges in every State," in 

' of justice, "j-hall be bound 

," iji.in itlistanding the Constitution and 

b*t of -;atc may J>e to the contrary. 

n not delegated to the United 

y • onsritiitiou, nor prohibited by it 

Nates, are reserved to the States respec- 

Ople." If the frnrncrs of the 

ition had stopped at this point nnd fnr- 

u.1 before which the humblest 

citizen may obtain redress when the limitations 

of tie in- liall bo exceeded by the law- 

nukinp power, the pretext for the assumed right 

*Mld be infinitely more pltaiible. but such is 

The powers delegated having been 

panted by the people for purposes of permanent 

sod perpetnal government, cannot be withdrawn 

bj any State or any number of States, except in 

i lie mode indicated in tbe Constitution itself. 

TfcetegroBts of power were at the time supposed 

tobeeasi - ii r i :il to tbe common good ; that being of 

ll nature, it were beat to confer tin irexer- 

d* upon a national government. This having been 

■low, the several StuteH cannot be regarded as 

soTcivigntJes. The people of the whole 

% surrendered to the Genera] < lovi m- 

on of their powers — wliich are mate- 

nil attribute* of sovereignty — and having dc- 

dtrcl that Government to be the inpreme law of 

ike land, it cannot be seriously urged that any 

number «if the people organizing a State Govern- 

ay confer upon it powers with which 

tlwy have already parted. 

In order to protect the people of each and 
rwry Stale against encroachment by 

nee by tbe States 
■ inn delegated to the Federal Government, 
■04 to preserve to each its ap preprint* rights for 
•II lime 10 come, a wise provision was mude 
•bleu »o fur, it most bo admitted, has answered 
til the end* for which it was ado] 



Controversies tuti-t n< ■< a -se.rily spring np in tlie 
administration of pov eminent*, so complicated 
in their nature, ior emli may be said to bt 
reign within its appropriate sphere, ami in or- 
der that a peaceable solution may be had in every 
possible case that can arise, our forefathers pro- 
lid.'d am :irl.. : ter in the jlutll t:iry department of 
tbe government; its power extending " to all 
eases in law and ccpiity, arising under this Con- 
stitution, the laws of the United States, and trea- 
ties made orivii.li shall be made under their 
authority;" "m cMinoveisie- to which the United 
States shall he a party ; to controversies between 
two or more States; between a State and titi/.ens 
of another Stale; between citizens of different 
States; between citizens of the same State claim- 
ing lands under grants of different States, and 
between a State or citizens thereof and foreign 
States, citizens or subjects." 

llii-, in connection with the other provi-ions of 
the Constitution referred to, renders our Govern- 
ment, in the judgment of your committee, the 
beet ever established by man. /Whether Georgia 
and her sister seceding States maybe able to de- 
vise a bettor the future alone can den renin©. / 

If we were disposed further to demonstrate the 
heterodoxy of secession as aright dedncibte from 
the Constitution, we might refer to other plain 
provisions of that instrument, and ask pertinent 
questions as to the reason of their adoption, and 
equences Hawing from an admission of 
|be fight 

Why Krant the power "to borrow money on the 
credit of tbe United States," if the State, perhaps 
receiving the benefit of the fund, can withdraw 
nnd absolve her citizens from nil obligation to 
pay V Why the power "to lay and collect | 
duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the dtbtaand 
provide for the common defense and tciieral wel- 
fare of tbe Dolled States,"ir a simple ordinance 
of secession excuses the citizen and nullifies the 
provision for calling "forth the millti t r» execute 
the laws of the Union?" Why the power "to de- 
clare war," if, in the midst o» lio-iilii" I, Hie Slate 
whose representatives may have voted for tho 
declaration, but, now, wearied of its caaunltiw, 
k pence In secession, and leave the Gov- 
ernment to struteie with its dangers and its bur- 
dens ? Why declare that "no Statu shall enter 
into any treaty, alliance, or confederation;" that 
"no Siate shall enter into any agreement or com- 
pact with another State, or with a foreign power," 
if all these things can be done in perfect accord- 
ance with the Constitution ? 

/"We might also refer to the acquisition of Flori- 
da, the purchase of Loui payment of 
the Texas debt, and the boasted "indemnity for 
ll.,- pul iiii'l security i'"r the future," supposed to 
bo realized at the close of the war with Mexico, 
all of whii-h wi re mere "promises to the ear," if 
the doctrine of s&cession be ttus. 



But wore your Committee disponed to rimiflTII 
• lie dictates of patriotism ami forget for the mo- 
moiit their loyalty (0 the Constitution of the na- 
tion, a proper regard iur 8m local interests of our 
own Statu would demand at oar bunds &u exami- 
nation of the probable consequences of l lie M> 
lion proposed. We arc told by tlie Com mi -.-inner 
that Georgia acted for herself, and adopted such 
course as she deemed best calculated to protect 
nor and secure the welfare of her citizen*,. 
.•' ' If It Ik.' true that each Stale possesses the right 
to Judge lor itself, and its own peculiar interests 
should control its policy in emergencies like the 
present, and that Georgia in the exercise of that 
has acted with an eye single to her own 
welfare, il may well be doubted whether a simi- 
lar itisti net of self-preservation on our part should 
be influenced by the conduct of others, / 

It IB urged that the Northern mind bar be mine 
so Corrupted by the anti-slavery mania of the 
day, a< to render tUfapedei of property Inse- 
cure. If secession could remove our State beyond 
the reai'b of this morbid sentiment, or build 
mountains and seas upon our borders to arrest 
the operation of its influence, the remedy* pro- 
posed might at loa-t be regarded In a more favor- 
able light,/ Oar State is surrounded by territory 
which, in the «-vcnt of separation, will pass un- 
der the jurisdiction of u foreign government; and 
once admitted that fraternal regard and u 
sense of mutual dependence, cemented by the 
ossot iaclous of the past and the hopes of Bm Ite- 
tun-, arc now insufficient to check the insubordi- 
nate citizens of adjacent Slates, what limit to 
outrage may be anticipated when these restraints 
axe removed! / 

Supposing that a peaceable separation could be 
accomplt-hcd, new and important q^HallOni 
would be precipitated upon us. The present ele- 
ments of our prosperity as one peoplo would be- 
come the sources of hitter strife. What gives 
power as a nnilou would bring aim at conflicts be- 
tween its different societies, as indcpind. 
ervignties, that must soon terminate in the de- 
struction of the weaker and the comparative ruin 
Of the stronger. The great rivers of our country, 
now floating the commerce of a huppy people, 
would daily present questions for angry contro- 
versy between livnl republics./ There being no 
txjmmon arbiter for the adjustment of these ex- 
citing difference*, an appeal to the sword will be 
made to settle them. Treaties will likely fail to 
secure what now is claimed as a constitutional 
right. In this view of the esse, Missouri having 
withdrawn from the Union to obtain greater secu- 
rity in negro property, would suddenly find her- 
self surrounded by territory affording for the fu- 
gitive slave on asylum as safe as the Canadian 
provinces. Secession does not commend Itself to 
Missouri as a proper solution of the problem, in- 



volved in political strife upon the territorial qi 
tion. 

It has been already remarked that the 
excluding slavery from the Territories, as 

by the Republican party, is in conrJii 
with an uiif upRXM 

Court of the United States, and was wholly 
donod by that party in the recent organization 

.1 governments. The right to entry 
slaves into nil the public domain it to-dny 
and undisputed, and If the soil and climsie 
such as to forbid the pennon- 
institution therein, secession will scarcely be re- 
garded by Missouri as a remedy for the supposed j 
grievance. 

Again we may ask, if the Southern States with- 
draw from the Government, will it not be argued 
thai tlu-y have abandoned all interests in the pot- 
lie property? We waive the question of right, 
for evidently it resolves itself inlo one of pomr, 
and it is at least certain tbat such w ill be the vie* 
of those from whom we have separated. Tld» of 
itself will inaugurate a conteal most vio- 

lent character; and whether the institution of 
slavery may be safely planted upon tm; 
the midst or hostilities, originating fiom llicSo 
causes, is a quest ii our serious consid- 

eration. 

In conclusion, Mr, President, your Commit!** 
deaire to express the hope tbat the error* of 

both North and South, will soon ho stun 
donod, that fraternal love will he restored Bj ad- 
justment, honorable alike to every secii' n. i"l 
that Georgia and Missouri may continue in the 
Union of our lathers, to bless and be blessed. 
In the great family of States. 

In every point of view in which we have been 
able to examine die communication 
withdrawal from the Union, wheth 
constitutional ri^ht, a remedy foi 
or a preventive ol anticipated wrongs, we Ami 
In conflict with our allegiance to a good Govern- 
ment, and wholly Inefficient to accomplish the 
ends designed. 

Wc therefore recommend to the Cot 
Adoption of the following resolutions : 
Resolved by the people of Missouri, In Cot 

tion assembled : 

1st. That the communication mn<! 
vention by the Hon. Luther J, Glenn, u t Coro- 

■ncr from the State of Georgia, so far a* 
asserts the constitutional light of secession, mi 
with our disapproval. 
/ 2d. That whilst we reprobate in common with 
Georgia, the violation of constitutional di 
Northern fanatics, we cannot approve the secei" 
i-iuu of Georgia and her sister States, as 
measure likely to prove beneficial cither to u» 
lo themselves. / 

3d. That in our opinion the dissolution of the 
Union would be ruinous to the best Interests 



effort should be sparcil M bat 

• iu continued blessings to her 

ho will labor for an adjustment of 

ffercnre« on snch a basil a» »\ ill be 

rest and the honor of all 



tit Convention exhorts Georgia and 
M*tc« to desist from the re- 

ten*ures commenced by them, and 
1 li ours in n 

hen. 

td. That the President of this Con- 

mit a ropy of these resolutions, to* 

so concerning oui 
idopicd by the Convcn ion, to the 
invention of Georgia, or if the 
hall have adjourned, then to the 

l \ 
i B. HENDERSON. ^ 
on Commissioner from Oa. 



BV| the motives or the sulfh-iem y for the action 
• ceding States, than to add, that it has 
elicited oar unfeigned regret*. 

Mr Wn.rii moved to lay tlio report of 

1 the report of I 
on tin- table, ana 1 toouJcfl tlicim Efao ipeola] order 
for the tli'.rd Monday in December next. 

Mr- Siir.T.LKr called for a divison nf tlu> 
question which was ordered. 

The first question, to hiy the- report* of tlie 
majority and minority on the table was deci- 
de] in th<- affirm;.: 



i lie same Committee, j desired 

•is read for infor- 

i he table and printed, with tlio 

' . nt the proper time, he would 

• a substitute for tho resolutions 

jsny the report of the Committee. 

"hat, wliilct denyiner the legal right 

•cede from the Union, (as assumed 

miration which has been made to 

tlie Commissioner from tbe State of 

«BCOgni«> in lieu th error the right 

ahould MilBvtont reason arise tfiere- 

i!st in common with the State of 
reprobate the sectional 
Inty and fraternity so forcibly pro 
Commissioner, wo are never; 1 

tire justice; nor tcltl wc ilea- 
' tints shall have been spociflc- 
]'. submitted to the Northern 

Commissioner of 

k, that tho possession of slave 

constitutional right, and as snch 

i be recognized by tbe 1 

If II shall invade or impair 

elarcholtlitig States shoul i be found 

ej and that in sui'h events as 

eiy follow, this State will share the 

he destiny of he r I tall r.-dave States. 

» iag upon the restoration of fratcr- 

n the basis of adjustment thus and 

la the action of this Conven- 

ident is requested to communicate 

seceding Bh try of Us re- 

• ■ for them the same earnest 

I consideration in which they ore 

which restrain ntion 



The second question, to make them the- spe- 
cial order of the ■ I ;i v for (be third Monday In 
December next, was decided in the aJErn 
y the (bUewing votOj the ayes and noes hav- 
ing been demanded by Mr. Welch. 



■. — Messrs, Bartlett, Tan, Bast. Bogy, 
Brown, Calhoun, Cayce, Chcnault, Ci 
Crawford, Doniphan Donnell, Douglass, Drake, 

Dunn, FnivM-r, Flood, GlveC lively, 

Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, Holt, Hough, II' 
Howell, Irwin, Jamison, Kidd, Knott, Manns- 
Mat.son. McCormael;. Mot 

row, Moss, Ni"il. Phillips, Pomcroy, H 
Redd, Bitchey.Bosa, Rowland, Has 
Shackelford of Howard, Si of St 

Louis, Sheeley, Waller. Watkins, Welch, 
[son, Woolfolk and Zimmerman — OS. 

Noes, — Messrs. Allan, Hindi, nrcekinridge. 
Bash, i'i » n, Foster, Gamble, trail of 
Buchanan, Hull of Randolph. Henderson, Hen- 
drick, Hitchcock, Holmes. How, l^l.oll, JacksOO, 
Johnson, Longer, Linton, Long, Marvin, Mau- 
|i'ti, nfol turj it. "rr, 

"initli of Linn. fmith of St, Louis, 
Stewart. Tindall, Turner, Wilson, Wright, Van- 
buskiikand Mr. President — -10. 

Mr. Srr.vcKEr.l'ORD, of Howard, withdrew 
the amendment offered by him on yesterday, 
to the accepted substitute of Mr. Wir.aoir to 
the seventh resolution of the report of tlie 
Committee an Federal Relation*, 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, offered the follow- 
ing as an amendment to tlie pending amend- 
ment, by ndding as follows : 'Tho Pre*i 
this Convention shall be added to, and be tx 
officio Chairman of said Committee. 

Mr. Birch moved that the seventh resolu- 
tion, and all pending amendments be referred 
lo the Committee on Federal Relations, with 
EnstTBQtioni to report to the Convention this 
day, at two o'clock P.M., which was agreed to. 

Iff, Gantt offered tho following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

RtmJvrd, That two hundred copies of the 
if the Committee on the Coiiiniuniea- 



isrerttldsm upon the mode or man- tion from Georgia, tofrifett V\V\\ W\\ to> <A 
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resolution* accompanying the same, he printed 
Rm tin- one of the Convention, 

On motion of Mr. Wej.ch, tin? Com 
adjourned until 2 o'clock p. u. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. Gamm.e from the Committee on Federal 
Hehilinna. to whom wm referred the sen ntli 
resolution and pending amendments, reported 
'lowing : 

Resolved , That there shall be & committee 
Constating of the President of this Convention, 
who shall bo ex officio chairman, and seven 
members, one from each Congressional district 
of the State, to he elected by this Convention, 
a majority of which shall have power to call 
invention together tit maa time prior to 
the third Monday in December next, and at 
s iic li place as they may think the public en- 
tice ; and In case any vacancy shall 
happen in said committee by death, resigna- 
tion, or otherwise during the recess of this 
Convention, the reninbiiag members or mem- 
ber of said committee shall have power to fill 
such vacancy — which on motion was adopted. 

By the unanimous consent of the Convention 
the following amendment was adopted: 

Add j'i the lift 1 1 resolution as Mr. BaOKKV 
»ord"s amendment : "And iu order to restora- 
tion of harmony and fraternal feeling between 
Ibrent sections, wc would recommend 
licy of withdrawing the Federal troops 
from the forts within the borders of the sece- 
ding Suites where there h danger of collision 
between die State and Federal troops." 

Mr. Gamble called up the following resolu- 
tion heretofore Introduced by him from the 
committee on 1'. liitions us an addi- 

tional resolution to the report of said commit- 
tee: 

Wltrretis, It is probable that the Convention 
of the State of Virginia, now in session, wilt 
reOBest* meeting of the delegates from ihe 
border Slates or border slave States, for the 
purpose of devising some plan fyt the adjust- 
ment of our national dilllcultics ; and li 
the State of Missouri participates strongly iu 
■ire for such adjustment, and desirous to 
show respect for the vhthea of Virginia, 
Therefore 

Rr.ioletd, That this Convention will elect 
seven delegates, one from each congressional 
district, whose duty it shall be Bo attend at such 
time and place as may designated by the Con- 



venl of the Slate of Virginia for the 

ing of i ;e border States or bor- 

der slave States ; and if there should ufscmb 

1 there, delegati 1 from 

a majority of the States invlti 
once, then the delegates from this Couv ratios 
shall enter into conference with th- 
endeavor to devise apian for the ai 
equitable adjustment of all matter* in diflfef- 
enoe between the £>tateaof this! ruon. AoJ 
Ihe delegates appointed under th 
shall report their proceedings in 

ad any plan that may be there agrees" 
upon to this Convention for its appro 
ii'ii "lion. 

Mr. Redd offered the following aa a substi- 
tute for the resolution : 

Whermu, The Convention of the Stated 
Virginia, now in session, 1ms adopted a resolu- 
tion in the following words, to wit " Thaj 
collar relations of the States of Delaware, 
ryland, Virginia, North Carolina. T 
Kentucky, Missouri and Arkan*. 
States, make it proper in the 
I his Cnnv ntioii. that the former Sum - sh « 
consult together mid concert bui li 
their final action, as the honor, Intel 
tlie safety of ihe people thereof may d/uia 
and tor that purpose the proper autho 

ure requested to appoint Corat 
sioncrs to meet Commissioners, to be ap|»iinti 
by this Convention, on behalf of the \ 
thin State, at Frankfort, in the State "1 
tucky, on the last Monday in May 
Whereas, thin Convention approving 
resolutions, and being desirous of co-op 
with the States named therein for the purpoai 
named j 

There/ore, Hatoleed, That seven Comn 
ers be appointed by the I'ri sident of this Can* 
volition to meet the Commissioners from I 
States named in this resolution, at 
and place therein named ; and said I 
sinners are hereby instructed to rep 
action, and the action of said Com. 
this body at the next meeting th" 

Mr, Sawyer offered the following amend 
ment to the substitute : 

Strikeout all after the word 'resolved/ i 
insert the following : Thai one i 
each Congressional district he elected 
qualified voters of the respective d 
whose duty it shnll be to attend at the 
place designated by the Convention 
Stat,- of Virginia, for the meeting of the dean 
gates from the border Slate? ; mid i 
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able then and there, delegates duly 
(lfrom a majority of the State* invited 
Coi»v ien the di Leg&tt - 

•sliall enter into confen nee with 
end' lor the nmi- 

aftable !i>iju.~,tjiiii'iii of .ill matters 
■nee between the State* of this Union : 

Ebn»cntiipii iir^r'- the Logislntare of 
to iuaki> proviM'mis by law for the 
f saiil delegate! by the people, and 
out, the Legislature that] Qi{] to make 
i i«i«»n by law, for such election, then, 
President of this Convention shall ap- 
il delegates, and the delegate* selected 
ie resolution shall report their prococd- 
nchoonfereti.T,,i!hl ;ii:y plan that may 
agreed upon, to this Convention for 
•oral or rejection. 

iackrlporii, of Howard, moved the 

which was ordered, the 

then being, "shall the main question 

ded in die affirmative. 

ten being on the adoption of 

ic-ui tn be lobstituted, it wi 

i e by the follow tag s 

having been called for by Mr. 

-Messrs. Bartlett.Bnst. Birch, Brown, 
Cayce, Ch«naalt, Collier, Crawford, 

tvser, 
Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, Holt, 
ins, Jamison, Mar mad nice, Mat- 
tin, Redd. Ritch*v, Rowland, Sawyer 
Waller, Watkiua and 
.an— 37. 

, Bass, Bogy, Breck- 

-tor, 

Can . II. ill of Buchanan, 

dph, Henderson, Hendnck, 

tea. How. Howell, Irwin, Is- 

En, Johnson, Kiild. Lesper, Linton, 
:'.. M.Mipin. MeClurg, McCormaek, 
Merer, Marrow, Moss, Noell, Nor- 
illips, Pomeroy, Ray, Koss, Shack- 
slforil of St. Louis, 
Smith uf St. Louis, Stewart, 
'uriiT, Wolch, Wilson, Woodson, 
Vanbuskirk and Mr. President— "i7 
■a, Broadhead, Wright and 

eeara. Comingo and Pipkin. 

• Convention, Mr. Redd with- 
', and offered the following 
, which was rejected by the follow- 
the ayes and noes having been de- 

. Welch : 
by Striking out the words, "this 
will elect deb-gates," and insert in 
I he word-, "the President 
I to appoint seven delegates." 



Ayes — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Brown, l> 
Flood, Givens, Gorin, Hatcher, Sudgins. Mat" 
soii, Redd, Sawyer, Sayrc, Turner and 
son— 15. 

Nona — Messrs. Allen, Bartlet f , B 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Bush, Calln 
CheiiiLult. Crawford, Doninlii 
Frayser, Foster, Gamble, Gantf, Gravely. Hall 
lianan, Harbin, Henderson, Heudriek, 
Hill, Hitchcock, Holme*, Holt, Hough, How, 
Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Juhiison, 
Job ii so n . Kuld, Leepcr, Linton, Long, Marina* 
iluk", Maavin, Man pin, McClu g. MoConmefe, 
Me ho well, MeF-rr.ui, Meyer, Morrow, Moatj 
Noell, Norton. Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Ran- 
kin, R»v, Ritehey, Rosa, Rowland", Scott, 
Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of St. 
S'heeley, Sjii.tii of SI. Louis, Smith of 
Una, Stewart, Tindall, Waller, Waikine, 
ffelob, Wilson, W.oifolk, Wright, Vanbtte- 
kiik, Zimmerman and Mr. Presidi'i t — ?8. 

Absent — Messrs. Broadhead, Collier, Co- 
mingo, Donnell, Douglass, Hall or Ran lolph, 
and Knott. 

Sick — Mr. Pipkin, 

The resolution was then adopted by the fal- 
lowing vote, the ayes and noes having been 
demanded : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen. Bartlelt, Bass, Hast, 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Bri'lge, Brown, 
Bush, Calhoun, Cayce, Chenaull, C.llier.Craw- 
for.l, Doniphan, Donnell, Donglaai, Drake, 

Dunn, Bitxen. Fray-i. l-'l I, Foster, Gaiii hie, 

Gantt, Givens, Gorin, Gravely, Hall of Bu- 
chanan, Hall of Randolph, Harbin, Hatcher, 
Henderson, Hendrick, Hill, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, lloii^h. How. Howell, Hudgl . Irwin, 
Isbell, Jackson, Jamison, Johnson. KnUJ, 
Knot', Linton, Long, Maimaduke, Matson, 
Mnupin, McClurg, McCormack, McDowell, 
ElleFerran, Meyer, Morrow, Mob*, Noell. Nof- 
ton, Philli;i . . Ray, Rankin, Redd, 

Ross, Rowland, Sawyer, Sayre, Scott, Shack- 
elford of Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, 
Sheeiey, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Lou 
Stewart, Tindall, Turner, Waller, Watkins, 
Welch, Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, Wright, 
Vanbuskirk. Zimmerman and Mr. President— 
93- 
Noes — Messrs. Leeper, Orr and Ritehey— 3. 
Absent — Mr. Broadhead. 
Sick— Comingo and Pipkin. 
Mr. Irwin offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Rnoivfd, That this Convention will adjourn 
its session in the city of St. Louis on 1'i'r' 
tin' 22d inst., at 3 o'clock P, M. 

Mr, Dunn offered the fallowing resolution, 
whieh, on motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, 
was laid on the table ; 

Km '.AW, That the delegates from each Con- 
gressional district be requested to recommend 
a suitable person for delegate tq represent 
Missouri in the border 'SU\.e CowewVXovi, wi 
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that they report such recommendation to this 

Convention to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Birch, from the Committee heretofore 

appointed to inquire into the conspiracy to 



take the State of Missouri out of the Union, 
asked to be and was discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Nobtom, the Convention 
adjourned until to-morrow morning at dim 
o'clock. 



NINETEENTH T>JsSY 9 

FRIDAY MORNING MARCH 22, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 



ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Monroe. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, the 
reading of the journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Birch, the Convention 
proceeded to the election of the members of 
the committee of seven, provided for in the 
seventh resolution, when 

Mr. Long nominated Mr. Thomas T. Gantt 
of the First Congressional District. There 
being no other nomination, on motion of Mr. 
Hall, of Buchanan, he was declared unani- 
mously elected. 

Second District — Mr. Woodson nominated 
Mr. J. T. Malson, who was declared elected. 
Third District — Mr. Wooltolk nominated 
Mr. J. T. Tindall. 

On motion of Mr. Birch he was declared 
unanimously elected. 

Fourth District — Mr. Hall of Buchanan, 
nominated Mr. Robert Wilson, who, on motion 
of Mr. Doniphan, was declared unanimously 
elected. 

Fifth District — Mr. Marvin nominated Mr. 
J. Proc. Knott, who, on motion of Mr. Suee- 
let, was declared unanimously elected. 

Sixth District — Mr. Isbell nominated Mr. 
McClurg, who, on motion of Mr. Meyer, 
was declared unanimously elected. 

Seventh District — Mr. Bogtt nominated Mr. 
Jas. R. Mc Cor mack. 

Mr. Watkins nominated Mr. M. P. Cayce. 
The roll having been called, there appeared 
for Mr. McCormack: 

Messrs. Allen, Bogy, Breckinridge, Bridge, 
Bush, Calhoun, Cayce, Eitze n, Foster, Gantt, 
Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, 
Harbin, Henderson, Hendrick, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, 
Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, Linton, Long, 
Marmaduke, Marvin, Maupin, McClurg, Mc- 
Dowell, McFerran, Meyer, Morrow, Orr, Phil- 
lips, Pomeroy, Rankin, Ri'chey, Ross, Row- 
land, Shackelford of St. Lous, Smith of Linn, 
Smith of St. Louis, Tindall, Turner, Welch, 
Woolfolk, Wright, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman 
and Mr. President— 66. 



For Mr. Cayce— Messrs. BartMt, Busk, 
Birch, Brown, Chenault, Collier, Crawford, 
Doniphan, Donnell, Drake, Dunn, Frayser, 
Flood, Givens, Gorin, Hatcher, Hill, Hough, 
Howell, Hudgins, Matson, McCormack, Moss, 
Noel I, Norton, Redd, Sawyer, 8ayre, Sheeley, 
Waller, Watkins and Woodson— 32. 

Absent— Messrs. Baa', Broadhead, Doug- 
lass, Gamble, Knott, Ray, Shackelford of How- 
ard, Stewart and Wilson. 
Sick— Messrs. Comingo and Pipkin. 
Mr. McCormack having received a majori- 
ty of all the votes cast, was declared duly elect- 
ed from the Seventh Congressional District 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, tha 
Convention proceeded to the election of dele- 
gates to the border States Convenlion, ess 
from each Congressional District, in their rep- 
ular order. 

First District — Mr Bridge nominated Ham- 
ilton R. Gamble. There being no other nomi- 
nation made, on motion of Mr. Hall, of Bu- 
chanan, he was declared unanimously elected. 
8econd District— Mr. Zimmerman nomina- 
ted John B. Henderson. Mr. Howell nomi- 
nated Warren Woodson. 
The roll having been called, there appeared 
For Mr. Henderson — Messrs. Allen, Bony, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Doue- 
lass, Foster, Eitzen, Gantt. Gravely. Hall of 
Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, Hendrick, Hitch- 
cock, Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, Isbell, Jack- 
son, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, Linton, 
Long, Marvin, Maupin, McClurg, McCormack, 
McFerran, Meyer, Morrow, Orr, Phillips, 
Pomeroy, Rankin, Ross, Rowland, Scott,Shack- 
elford of St. Louis, Smith of Linn, 8mlth of 
St Louis, Tindall, Turner, Woodson, Wool- 
folk, Wright, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman and 
Mr. President— 52. 

For Mr. Woodson— Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, 
Bast, Birch, Brown, Chenault Collier, Craw- 
ford, Doniphan, Donnell, Drake, Dunn, Fray- 
ser, Flood, Givens, Gorin, Harbin, Hatcher, 
Henderson, Hill, Hough, Howell, Hudgins, 
Marmaduke, Matson, McDowell, Moss, Noel!, 
Norton, Kedd, Ritchey, Sawyer, Suvre, Shee- 
ley, Waller, Walkins and Welch— 37. 

Absent — Messrs. Broadhead, Cayce, Gsm 
ble, Knott, Ray, Shackelford of Howard 
Stewart and Wilson. 

Sick — Comingo and Pipkin. 
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Mr. Hind* bsok having received a majority 
ill the vo'e* casr, was declared duly ekct- 
delepite faom the Second Congressional 

District — Mr. Rowland nominated 
In. A. Hull. Mr. Given* nominated £. K. 

: been called time nppear'-d 
Mr. Hail — Measrs. Allen, Birch, Bogy, 
Breckinrid?'-, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Cayce, 
i Flood, Foster, Guitt, Grave- 
Buchanan, Henderson, Hi-ndrick, 
mtebeock, Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, Ir- 
i Isbfll, Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, 
Linton, Lon>r, Marmaduke, Marvin, 
, McC'lurg, Mc Cor mack, McDowell, 
, Morrow, Nocll, N< 
t, Phillip-", Pomeroy, Rankin, Ritchey, Rose, 
rljn.i, Sarre, Scott, Shackelford of Ilow- 
kelford of SI. Louis, Smiih of Linn, 
vart, Tindoll, Turner, 
Web, Wilt- -n, Woolfolk, Wright, 

I'uibuskirk, Zimmerman arid Mr. Prealdant — 

Fr. Mr. S.»v»r— Messrs. Bortlett, Baca, 
Brown, (i Collier, Crawford, 

im, Donn*li. Drak», Dunn, Frayser, 
n, Hull of Randolph, Haibin, 
_'li. Hudeins, Knott, Mat- 
Watkins.-'26 
. i — Messrs. Bruadhead, Gamble, Moss, 
•'ly. 
— Comingo and Pipkin. 
. Hail having received a majority of all 
A» roles cast, was declared duly elect 

h District — Mr. Birch nominated Jaa. 
H. Mas*. There being no other nomination, 
on notion of Mr. Gantt, ^rr. Mora was de- 
eUred -insnimo • i.-Iy elected. 
Fifth District — Mr. Phillips nominated 
Wo. Douglass. Mr. Bbown nominated Abra- 
km Comingo 

The roll having been called, there appeared 
h Mr. Douglass : 
Messrs Allen, Bartlett, Birch, Bogy, BTerk- 
Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Doniphan, 
unjp, Eilzen, Frayse>, Flood, Foster, Gantt, 
. Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, 
wi, Hendrick, Hi'cheock, Hi 
IbW, H«W, Howell, Irwin. Ishell, Jackson, 
. Johnson, Knot;. Kidd, Lee per, Lin- 
•Z, Marmaduke, Marvin, Manpin, Mc- 
Qurf, Mei.'ornmcU, McDowell, McFerran, 
• ll, Noiton, Orr, Phillips, 
■ kin, Rltchey, Ross, Rowland, 
I of Howard, Shackelford 
if Si. Louts, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. 
t, Tindall, Turner, Waller, 
, Wilson, Woolson, Woolfolk, 
Vanbuakirk, Zimmerman and Mr. 
t— 71. 

too.— Me«srs. Ba*t, Brown, 

fact, Cbeoi wford, Domiell, 

rotin, Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, 

Matson, RL-dd, Sawyer, Say re 

—20. 



Absent : Messrs. Bass, Bioadhead, Doug- 
las?, Gamble, Mosa and Ray, 

Sick : Messrs, Comingo and Pipkin. 

Mr. Douglass having received a majority of 
all the votea cast, was declined duly elected 
from the Fifth Congressional District, 

Sixth District : Mr. Morrow nominated i.tt- 
tlebury llendriik ; t h e-r e being no other nom- 
inal ion, on motion of Mr. Marvin, Mr. Hen- 
drick was declared unanimously olecied dele- 
gate from the Sixth Congressional District. 

Seventh I istrict : Mr. Hatcher nominated 
Nathaniel W. Watkina. 

Mr. Bogy nominated William G. Pomeroy. 

The roll having been called, there app 

For Mr. Watkins— Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, 
Baaa, Bast, Birch, Brown, Caycr, Cbennulf, 
Collier, Crawford, Doniphan, Doimell, Doug* 
lata, Drake, Dunn, Frayser, Flood, Glvena, 
Gorin, H-rbin, Hatcher, Hill, Hough, HlManU, 
Hucbzaas, Knott, Marmaduke, MaUon, M 
mack, Noell, Pomeroy, Redd, Rltchey, Ross, 
Sawyer, Sayre, Sbeeiey, Waller, Woodson— 

For Mr. Pomeroy— Messrs. Bogy, Rreckin- 
ridge, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Eiuen, Foster, 
Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randtdph, 
Henderson, Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Hop, How, Irwin, label I, Jackson, Jan 
Johnson, Kidd. Leeper, Linton, Long, Marvin, 
Mnupin, McClurg, McDowell, Mc 1-Vi ran, 
Meyer, Morrow. Orr, Phillips, Rankin, Roar- 
lanfl, Scott, Shackelford of St. Louis,' Smith 
of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Stewai 

. Watkins, Welch, Woolfolk, Wiuhl, 
VBiibnskirk, Ziinmeimaii and Mr. President 
—51. 

Absent : Messrs. Broadhead, Gamble, Moss, 
Norton, Hay, Shackelford of Howard, and 
Wilson. 

Sick : Messrs. Comingo and Pipkin. 

Mi, PoMKnov having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly elected 
delegare from the Seventh Congressional Dis- 
trict. 

Mr. Woolfolk, from the Committee on 
Printing, presented the following report, and 
resolution which were adop'ed : 

The Committee on Printing beg leave to re- 
port lliat, in accordance with instruction., the 
Secretary of Hie Convention has had the print- 
ing, required by the Convention, executed by 
George Eoapp, & Co., (he expense for which 
has been leas than two bundled dollars. 

The Committee also report, that in accord- 
ance with the resolution proposed by Mr, Dunn 
on the 9th of March, anil which waa adopted 
by the Convention,they conti acted with George 
Ktiftpp It Co., to print the proceeding*, of the 
Convention, at rates not to exceed five hun- 
dred dollars, for five t\ioviSV&& *o^i«* fcl <w» 



hundred, pages. At tha time the contract wai 
audi . it was thought that not more than one 
hundred pages would be required j but as the 
roceedings are now nenTly printed, they will 
rtend over about two hundred and fifty pages. 
As a book of reference the committee deem it 
invaluable. The proof sheets have been sub- 
mi'.ted <o Ihe member interested, for revision, 
and it will be the only authorized record for 
public use of the proceeding* of tlie Conven- 
tion. 

The committee respectfully ask that their 
Mtion be endorsed by the Convention, and that 
the following' resolution be adopted : 

Resolved, That the account of George Kn.ipp 
& Co., for printing five thousand copies of the 
proceedings of the Convention, be audited by 
the Commitee on Accounts, and that the snme 
be considered as printing for the Convention, 
the payment for which, is provided for out of 
the funds appropriated by the Legislature of 
Ihe Stale, for tha contingent expenses of the 
Convention. 

Mr. Welch offered the following resolution, 
winch was rejected : 

That if the Legislnrute of this 
-hall, at or about (ho time di 
the sixth rcuoluti hi of the majority rftppri of 
the Committee on Federal Relations, he called 
to meet, either by a resolution of adjournment, 
or by proclamation of the Governor, then, and 
in thai event, the committee provided for in the 
'■, resolution, is hereby authorized to 
change the time and place of the meeting of 
tliis*Convention, to such other time and phce 
as said committee may deem most suitable, and 
shall notify each member of the time and place 
U m-I'-c I dk 
On motion of Mr. Wright. 
Retailed, That the resolution of this commit- 
tee requesting the General Assembly of this 
State to coll for a national Convention in pur- 
suance of the provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States, be communicated officially 
by the President of this Convention, to Ihe 
Legislature of this State. 
On motion of Mr. Birch. 
UaJi id. That of the bound volumes of the 
proceedings and debates of this Convention, a 

[Attest.'] 

SAM. A. LOWE, 

Secretary. 



copy be forwarded by the publishers, tort* 
Clerk of each etunty Court, mid totheSta 
Librarian, for preservation In their office, 
spectively 5 to each member of the General A 
aembly now in session, and to each member 
the Executive Government, and Judges of tot 
Supreme Court, at Jefferson ; to the Libra 
of each State in the Union, and of the Con- 
gressional Library at Washington ; and that 
after reserving a copy for each ot the offid 
of this Convention, and for the Law and M-r 
cantile Library and Agricultural and 
ical associations, the remainder thaH be for- 
warded in equal and proper propoi tiong to tin 
address of the members of thia Convention. 
On motion of Mr. Shceley. 
Rtsolent, That the President transmit a co| 
of the resolutions adopted by this Convi 
to the President of (lie United States, and 
each of the Governors of Ihe States, as well 
the Governor of Missouri. 
On motinn of Mr. Birch. 
Raoltrd, That Ihe thanks or this Convent 
arc thus respectfully tendered to the Mercan- 
tile Library Association, foi nf (hfir 
Hall, and to the Public Institutions of tow 
city, and the proverbial hospitality of its cit- 
izens for having rendered our session as agree- 
able as it could any where have been. 
On motion of Mr. Brown. 
liriolinl, that the thanks of this Convcn'ii 
are thus tendered lo the President and Dire 
tors of the PaciGc Railroad Companj- for their 
courtesy to the members and officers of tbit 
Convention. 
On motion of Mr. Foster. 
Ruolcal, Ttiat J. E. D. Couzens, and J. P. 
Camp be allowed, each, five dollars per ii.iv. 
and G. W. Godferd, two dollars and fifty cenl 
per. dny for their services during the 
of this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Gantt. 
Resoleed, That the thanks of tui 
are eminently due to the President for the able 
impartial, and courteous discharge of 
iluous duties. 

On motion of Mr. Sheeley, ihe Cnnvenlie* 
adjourned until the third Monday in December 
next. 

STERLING PRICE, 

President 
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PROCEEDINGS 



SOURI STATE CONVENTION. 



i Citt, February 28, 1861. 
I in the Court House at 11 

i of Judge Ornt, Judge Gahhlk was 
■irnian pro tern. 
lxble on taking the Chair fpoke as 

>./ (he Convention; You Lave 
to assist in the permanent organization 

While I preside oiCryou ii! 
lairman, wo shall hare nothing to do 
momentous questions which arc finally 
Kforc this lody and be settled by im de- 
ii. I shall, therefore, in taking the po- 
allow myself to dwell upon the topics 
t» which tre thus to be considered and 
id. One thlrg Is certain, namely : tluu 

at of Ihii bind, of tin: State of Missouri, 
large measure, probably, the liberties 
T«tB of the United States of America, 
end upon the action of this body; and, 
-', that than shall bo not only lmr- 

■ liberations, but that spirit which 
assurance to the land that here aro as- 
ihosc who aro wise and true men. In 
Ion of the officers who are to be permn- 

I en I ion ran be at no loss, for there 

it those who. by experience and cle- 

' 'miliar with the discharge of 

■ inrj to fai iUtate the bnslncM of 
itlofi. I apprehend there will bunodjfll- 

I respect, and that the Convention will 
able to select from its members those 
as the presiding, and other ■ 

■ \ nl offhe body, I 
ntkmen, ihnt the nominal Ion of a 
Secretary is next in order." 



Mr. Wilson nominated Col. Minor, of Cole 
county. The nomination was concurred in by 
the Convention, odJ Col. Minor called to act as 
Secretary pro tern. 

On motion of Judge Sheeley, the Rcr. An- 
drew Monroe was requested to come forward and 
open the proceedings with prayer. 

Bar. Mr. Mo.mioe thereupon came forward, and 
invoked the blessing* of Almighty God in the fol- 
lowing word- — tho Convention rising: 

"Almighty God I Wo bow down in Thy presence; 
we present ourselves before Thee, great Jehovah, 
God over all; forever blessed. We humble our- 
selves, &.S sinful creature*. In thus coming into 
Thy presence, we remember our origin : we feel 
our weakness and dependence ; we desire to come to 
Thee, blessed God, for aid at this time of need 
and trouble. Forgive our ninny tins, and oh! 
God, forgive the sin^ of the country generally— 
of our portion of the country — of the State which 
we inhabit; b'ot out our iniquities', and purge us 
of all our sins, and lead us in paths of righteous- 
: entreat Thee, for Thy name's sake; and 
let Thy blessing, merciful God, rest upon this 
body, now assembled to consult the great Inter- 
ests of iho State and country penerally. Ob! 
God, let Thy blessings rot upon this Convention; 
iver the deliberations of the body; and 
grant that wisdom, and prudence, and forbeur- 
nn< «, and conciliation, may characterize all their 
pnu! edings. 

" Grunt Heavenly Father, that Heavenly wis- 
dom ma> rc~t iijion thnn ; llmt tin v may be guided 
in all their del literal ions to do the greatest good. 
Bless our national country — bless this State and 
the States severally; and grant. Merciful Father, 
that we may bo kept bock Trunk -vtoYebCia/nt-t TaA 



bloodshed, and that all things may come to a 
happy termination for ua, and redound to the glo- 
ry of God. Pour out upon us the healthful influ- 
ence of Thy spirit of grace and Heavenly wisdom . 
Guide us all by Thy counsel and save us finally, 
through Christ. Amen." 

The Secretary called the roll, when the follow- 
ing gentlemen answered to their names : 

Messrs. Allen, Dartlett, Bass, Birch, Bogy, 
Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Brown, Bush, 
Calhoun, Casey, Comingo, Drake, Dunn, Eitzen, 
Flood, Foster, Gamble, Givens, Gorin, Gravelly, 
Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, Harbin, 
Hatcher, Hendrick, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
How, Isbell, Jackson, Jamison, Kidd , Knott, Lin- 
ton, Long, Mormaduke, Marvin, McClurg, Mc- 
Cormack, McDowell, McFcrran, Meyer, Moss, 
Morrow, Norton, Orr, Philips, Poraeroy, Price, 
Rankin, Ray, Rowland, Sawyer, Sayre, Scott, 
Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, 
Sheelcy, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Tin- 
dall, Turner, Waller, Watkins, Welch, Wilson, 
Woodson, Woolfolk, Wright, Zimmerman— 73. 

Absent— Messrs. Bast, Chenault, Collier, 
Crawford, Doniphan, Donne 11, Donglass, Fray- 
tat, Gantt, Henderson, Hill, Hough, Howell, 
Hudgins, Irwin, Johnson, Lsoper, Matson, Mau- 
pin, Nocli, Pipkin, Redd, Ritchey, Ross, Stewart, 
and Vanbuskirk— 20. 
A quorum declared present. 
On motion, the members present were re- 
quested to come forward and hand the Secretary 
their credentials. 

On motion of Gen. Watkins, the President 
was instructed to appoint a Committee of five to 
examine credentials and report to the Conven- 
tion. 

Agreed to, and Messrs. Watkins, Birch, W. A. 
Hall, Linton, and Orr, appointed as such Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Orr moved to adjourn until to-morrow 
morning at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Wilson requested the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion, as it was proper to appoint a 
temporary door-keeper. 
Mr. Obr withdrew his motion. 
Mr. Rowland moved that a Committee of 
seven bo appointed to report on Permanent Om- 
an. 

Mr. Welch suggested that the motion was 
premature. Permanent officers could not bo nom- 
inated until after the Committee on Credentials 
had reported. 

Mr. Rowland said his motion was not to pre- 
sent names to the Convention, but merely to de- 
signate the offices which it might be necessary to 
fill. 

Mr. BROADnEAD suggested as an amendment to 
the motion, that the committee be required to re- 
port rules fur the government of the Convention. 
Amendment accepted by Mr. Rowland. 



Mr. Rowland's motion was then pot and car' 
tied. 

The President appointed Messrs. Rowland, 
Price, Broadhead, Welch, Wilson, Hatcher, ill 
Hendricks as the Committee. 

Mr. PoMBRor movel that J. A. Davis be ap- 
pointed temporary doorkeeper. Agreed to. 

Mr. Welch moved to adjourn till 10 o'clock, 
but withdrew his motion at the request of Hx. 
Birch. 

Mr. Bibch moved that the Convention adjoins 
until 3 o'clock, thoi to meet in conclave for tat 
purpose of determining whether the aabseqsast^ 
sessions should be open orwbat was called so 
sessions. Ho sail he ha I sufficient reasons In Us-1 
own mind for making the motion, and trusted 1 
would be agreed to by common consent. 

Several member* suggested the hour of Ml 
o'clock on Friday, instead of 3 o'clock, p. a. 

Accepted by Mr. Birch, and Convention 
Joumed until 10 o'clock to-morrow (Friday^ 
morning. 



SECOND DAY. 

Jefferson Citt, March 1. 186L 

Met at 10 o'clock. Opened with prayer. 

The journal was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. Birch remarked that if no gentleman dal 
sired to amend the record, he would move to e» 
ec-ute the order of yesterday, in regard to 
session. 

Mr. Wilson. Would it not be better to » 
ccive the credentials of gentlemen who hare 
rived since yesterday ? 

Mr. Watkins. I understand the meaibssiA 
who came in since yesterday, have handed kt 
their credentials already. 

Mr. Bibch. I was aware of that, and in nui-A 
ing the motion now, to execute the order of yes- 
terday, I renew the statement of the 
which actuated mo then. It is for the simple ptf 
pose of determining in conclave, whether 
proceedings shall bo in secret session nr nrmrlrryl 
or open. I suppose the motion will scarce! v nt 
with any opposition, that being the sole object 

Mr. Wilson. It cecum to me that lerhapt 
would be better before the Convention p i oceadl 
to execute the order for a secret session, that 
should elect our permanent officers. That haviafM 
been done, the Convention, if deemed advisabe\ 
could resolve itself into a secret session, for flstfl 
purpose of considering the propositions made ftp 
the gentleman. I therefore move, If I can nest 
a second, that the Convention proceed to if 
ceive the report of the Committee on orjroniss- 
tion, which I understand is ready, and that theo, 
if that report is approved, tha Convention ma? 
further proceed to provide itself with the offleasi 
therein recommended, or such of them as they 
think necessary. 



iiKcn. I regret exceedingly as the \*cn- 
rom Andrew 1< fo nci- n thai 

>t conversed with him more freely, as to 
cts. I am sure it would have pre 
on. All I will pay In that respect 1b that 
i views I entertain of our duties hen 

'lit Of tllOil, 

the Convention , I think that we should 

M the good work right at the very point 

np our officers. I will but say here lhat 

• the spirit or com iliation as a Mis- 

(Beting gentlemen, as I am aware, of 
ry grade of opinion: that I anticipate 
here ull of one mind, and I 
tat we work tight 

arting point. I will not he more specific 
sting myself to such Intelligence as this 
ion represents. If it will U- the pleasure 
onrentJon, however, that we should pro- 
>li<Jy, ami forego the execution of the 
r the purpose of seconding the motion of 
temea from Andrew, I shall not complain. 
fAWttn. On yesterday a commi 
appointed upon credentials, with instruc- 
ts por nek this morning. That 
tee ha* [jcrformed its duty and U now pre- 
make its report. I will suggest to the 
tn ir it wonlil not he non proper thai 
set should come in firet. We shall then 

nowledge of who arc the me: 
k!t, bnt un: red we 

ii at knowledge. 
uaiil That is the natural order or pro- 

ijra 1 will suggest to thegeutle- 
n to withdraw his motion. 
iB<-n. I will do anything wham 
to the gentleman, hut I will suggest to 
leman from Cape Girardeau, il'..'i! 
Main hit object bo must move to forego 

Pet session. 
ATOM emt to the gentle- 

i I am acting within the order. This 
re was appointed by the Chnir, and has 
» report at 10 o'clock. We are now pre- 
make the report. If it is the pleasure of 

in we will report, 
'mm— The. Chair is at ft loss to know 
of the gentleman from CJin- 
becn seconded? 

tactt— I will state very briefly, that I 
at motion merely in form. I suppose it 
ive on the Convention to execute 
yesterday, and although there np- 
motlon, yet it was, of 
n plated that we should hear the ro- 
tdave. I will not press the motion 
have no wi«h, whatever, to hear my- 

If that motion i* not pressed the 
the committee will he ia order. 




Mr. Watkixs. Then, Mr. President, I will 
state that the special committee ippointe 
tiay to examine credentials, hi wd thsu 

duty and Instructed me lo make the following re- 
hiah I desiro the Secretary to read. 

The Secretary read the report, which pi 
the same names as those contained tn yesterday's 
lb patch, 

Mr. Foster moved that the report lie too 
and the committee discharged. 

Mr. Irwin. Before that report is acted upon. 
I desire to any that there are members of this 
Convention whose credentials have not been pre- 
sented. The effect of this motion is that the 
committee will bo discharged, and cannot here 
after examine credentials. 

Mr. W v t K t ns. I will observe that besides the 
evidence which the Committee on Credentials had 
before them, I went to the Secretary of State's of- 
fice for the purpose of ascertaining from th' tt 
turns who is elected, and found that there were 
counties which have not yet been heard from. So 
we were not enabled to make a full report. 

TheCuAin. The Chair considers it the right 
of any gentleman who is elected, and has the evi- 
dence of his election with him, to present hjb 
ids now and be admitted. Twill a*k the 
I iry to perfect the roll accordingly. 

Mr. Fosteb's motion was then agreed to and 
the Committee discharged. 

Mr. Howlanp, from the Committee who were 
instituted to designate the offices of the Conven- 
tion and report rules for its government ma.fr ■ 
report which was read by the Secretary. The 
Committee recommend that the following offi- 
ces be filled : 1st, President; 2d, Vice President; 
3d, Secretary; 4th, Assistant Secretary; 5th, 
Doorkeeper. 

Also, that the rules adopted by the State Con- 
vention assembled in JcfferFon Clly on the 17th 
of November, 1815, be mtcs of 

the Convention, excepting rules nam bared n , 
and 44, and all but the following words of rnle 
40: No member shall be allowed pay for any 
day that he shall lie absent from the session of 
the Convention, unless prevented by sickness. 

Also, that 130 copies of these rules be print 
for the use of the Convention, 

Also, that each delegate, be fore entering upon-" 
.■ii'harge of bis duties, be required to take an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and of Missouri. 

Also, that each officer of the Convention, ex- 
cept the President and Vice-President, be required 
to take such an oath, and beside*, to swear that 
they will not divulge anything that has transpir- 
ed in secret sessions. 

Mr. Welch moved that the report be adopted. 
! to. 

Mr. Welch. I wou\dme 1 'o.\TeVt tacxift&xrikuvi 
i oi tin: adoption of the report v» coBAtaxtA es tea 



..in* recommended by theCom- 

i: io, i would wart Hurt the Baa. Judge 

George W. Miller bo requested to administer the 

The Chair .-aid that by adopting tho report of 
Uio Committee, the Convention hud agreed io the 
rules recommended therein. 

Mr. Wai-kins. I am not aware that it has been 
tho practice of Conventions of this kind to take an 
oath of IhlS MIL It striken me as a UttL- 
l»r that we ■hoald be culled npon to swear tu sup- 
port a Oonatitation whh l> w* may be called upon 
to alter as we please. I think no sneb action was 
taken in the Convention of 1845. I would inquire 

i 'liairmanof the Cummittct I 
ur«n thai -mil U oath was taken by that Con- 
vention. 

H i.— I am not certain shoot whether 
they iwen 10 mvpOTl ilio Constitution 
souriornot; bal I Mippose, when we net under 
tho Constitution, we have the right to declare our 
allegiance to it. 

Mr. Bkoadhead — I was a member of tho Con- 
vention, and I will state also that 1 am. one of 
three members present who were member* of the 
Convention of 1845-413. I am oware the joomalB 
of jhat Convention show that the members of 
dy were qualified and took their seats, but 
So thing appears on tkcjournals to show exactly 
i hat qualification was. Wf recollection ll 
that they touk an oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States and Of the State of Missouri. 

1 know the question was discussed In that Con- 
vention as to whether that was an extra constitu- 
tional body convened within the purview of the 
Constitution, and we came to the conclusion, 1 be- 
lieve, and it was the generally admitted opinion 
at that time, that that Convention, wiucn pro- 
posed to change the Constitution, and actually 
undertook to change the law of the land, and to 
make a Constitution, which was submitted to the 
people, was within the purview of the Constitu- 
tion, and (Mi we had a right to make such alter- 
ations as wo thought proper. It is true it did not 
como within the special provisions of the 
Constitution itself, but within tho bill of rights 
which authorizes the people to change their form 
of government from time to time, as the emergen- 
cies of the case may require. Wo took the ground 
that it was within the purview of the bill of rights, 
and that uutU after tho now Constitution was 
framed, we were still bound by the Constitution 
of the State of Missouri, and the United States, 
which every officer had sworn to support. That 
was the view taken by the Convention, and my 
recollection k, that the oath was taken to support 
Iciils Constitutions. If Governor Stewart is pres- 
ent he can give his recollection; I may not be cor- 
rect. 



Mr, SlEWXET. Mr r IS, ST* I 

I m 
lu.il doubts at tin: time whether it was net 
and 1 hare those doubts to a certain exM 
Ibl it occurs to me that, if this holy can. 
the power to, n mend the Constitution, al 
done in a constitutional manner, yel 
essary to take an oath to support the Cons 
which II b desired to alter or amend. Uut 
tho object of thin Convention eras not i 
amend the Constitution, but to disnt] 
connection w iih tho several States of the 
and v. ' nil (iovernment. 

is, that we did take that oath, and I belie 
posed it At the time, and I can see no m 
it, yet I don't see how wo can upset the C 
tion and support it at the same time. (A 
in the galleries.] 

Mr. lit tun — I have made up mr mind*, 
as ready to take the oath as any man, bal 
question has been ri ' I , I concur entire 
the gentleman who lni-i rignlnod his raw 
believing that that act which railed u_« t 
contemplated no oath. I suppo 
wording of that act that it v. - 
we might pass an ordinance of seceesi 
would !>e extra constitutional, and in dn 
of the Constitution of the Union, t thereto 
the Convention will conform to the Iogidl 
uctment if they decline to swear at all. 8ej 
comport with my taste, but I have no d 
conscientiousness will be the same io eael 
don't believe tho oath was ever con temple 
I think would be criticised and li 
rriih i .in if are took an oath. 

Tho Choir. There is no proposition ht 
Convention. The discussion oat been 
reference to the resolution 
ndoptnl. 

Mr. PoaiEBOY. I move to rec« 
by which the i 

Mr. W. P. Hall. I move to lav ihe n 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. Saveb. I call the ayes and nays. 

The Chair. I believe there arc no t 
that purpose. 

Mr' Welch. The Convention has 
certain rules which require the roll to be 

Mr. Watki.v.-, 1 suggest if c 
has not the right to demand ! 

Mr. Welch. Tho 34th rule which 
adopted, declares any member -hull | 
right to coll the ayes and noes on 

The Chair. Not having read die rules 
aware of that fact 

Mr. Stewart. Is it proper to make I 
before the roll is called ? If so, I wish 
was culled upon for nu explanation in 
to my opinion concerning that Come 
staled that I believed we were compelled 
to support the Constitution of the 
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proper 
that Oath, because I Jo not I 

flab kind we are bound to take 
rar In 
in may know t hut 
Tile* tli :it govern 
■star ■ bodies. I 

to:« tip.. 

are of the Convention I 
v* my moei-- fdcr. 

ILt.. Then I "ill renew it lum t 
. '.ut I do not ill-tire 

art. I urn n 
i] li' in (tat district, hcre.and I bold 
ibarofthis Convention, with 
no oath. SnppOM [ refuse to take an 
any moons of enforcing it. 
. prion, any menu 
or any other OK moor of the ' 
pritilcge.? If we should refuse to 
U tin rt i- no law by which II 
and I think there U, therefore, 
i-i adopting a rule which 
renew the motion 
I am as good a Union man ax any 
■ ct at the same time a ran- 
arts- oath would on- 

iVrv Mttg DO mean- of enforcing it 
[therefore' renew the morion to n> 

trr. 1 shall vote Against n Mcoturfd- 
and I ». or two in rc- 

i I will not 
be question 1 iu he en lowed or 

(dependent of jIihi I see some valu- 
l flow from the application of 
Urn to the minds o 
thil body. I hope no man 
support the Constitution of ilic 
I t . i - unlimited, 

of the United Statu, 
ive to that limit:.' 
h to hold every b. 
m 1 was glad to see ' I look 

of a teat question. If t! 

r accession spot in the heart of any 
onth wfl! he apt to feel about him 
i hen he i- called 
air as ration 

h1 the committee 
that sort of practical test of how 
tad gou* out of the Onion, either In 
tun or int. ■itii.-ri. I am glad the op 

lor gentlemen to re- 

eaatonsofn to the 

the firale*. In re herpartlon 

e framing of the 

i rely ; 

U i !l itliUli- 

kig an oath to rapport the • 

ate by a hi i rr or aigh r, fl do 



not say would,) upset the Government. 

.1 new I ' 
of the liu < lonsfiti 

Stale expressly rocognice* (hat right in u plain 

a of the declaration oi 
the poop! .,., alter, or i 

ament as they ma> think pn 
■ It- 1 they take j n publican lor in, i: r 

not hurt something more sacred still— 
the Union. {Applause in the 
tth, especial- 
ly forthe fir>t and larger oath, un Oi 
volves the wtd< patriotism, ami without 

which there can be no successful patriotism anv- 
il r. GlTOfS, Inm in favor of a mcoasi Aeration 
and opposed lo laving on the table, a- it oocars 
to me i 'torn the net culling this Convention i tin t 
the whole matter h thrown open. I sepi 
the object of this Convention was to consider the 
rtiationa of this State to the General Government. 
I perhaps may be mistaken in regard to the 
matter, but I have been laboring under that im- 
pnatJOQ, So long as no difficulties had 
in the Government, of course, if we had 
been called here to form a new Constitution 
for the E ouri, then I grant that (he 

oath to Mip port the Constitution of the United 
Slates would have been proper; but when we are 
called to consider the relations which this 
may sustain towards the General Government, 
relations In which, in some events at leu. t. it 
was 'onteinpluted that there might be a seve- 
rance of the State from the General Govern- 
ment, and I do not say now in advance that I 
would be in f;n or of such I i>ioje. i : Ml 

Oj that arena Ota? adse, how long I know 
ii.it. vidua ten days perhaps, withii 

perhaps, which would make, it necessary fox this 
State to dissolve its connection with the General 
I iovi Tiimcnt. This may be language too strung, 
but [ mukv it "ii (hfti preliminary i 
that I am committed to thin course of action. thl| 
that I believe a stnto of ease may arise during 
the sitting of thi* Convention, that we maj be 
Bailed upon to dibsolvo Uiat • which 

binds the State to the General I 
Under that impre-ion, [ would 
take it; inch no one is ask 

take. There can be nothing inconsistent In 
iiiou which I ocenpy. I stand here as a 
ailed from a remote part of tin Si 
act the part which has beau imposed upon '»". 
■nd I ssj there ought to be no obligut • 
vitw of the clriMiiiihtani' 
occasion, there ought to bo no lnr» 

ganl to this matter. 

Mr. \\ 1 look fit The IB 

wore two reasons which actuated tie- 

■t this Convention. Some 
the object, as H> •*■■* 
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that now exist between the people of Missouri 
mnj the Government ofthe United States, Other*, 
I am persuaded, aided jn tlio railing of this Con- 
. for the purpose, If possible, of settling all 
ouliis that have existed and do exist be- 
tween the people of Missouri, and the people ofthe 
i and the Government thereof But] 
: regard this Convention u & revolutionary 
Contention. This Convention was called by the 
(•uvernmont BOdatrng, and therefore to all intents 
sn<l purposes, cannot bo rcvolniionnry. 
ever the people ofthe Government desire to over- 
turn their Government, whenever in their ■ 
they shall deem it i ■> npict the Govern- 

''derwhK'h they liveby revolutionary effort, 
I think in nil probability they will not go to th' 
joTarnment for the power to hold their Conven- 
tion, but they will proceed without any authority 
from the existing government to ptttflieaiachlD* 
ry of the new goveniment in operation to re 
soda tho old government. Now 1 am ready to 
take the oath, ud I hoi i it ii not tnommlilnii 
with any duties that may ariie i n the discharge 
or my duties a< a member of this Convention. ] 
do not suppose it is contemplated by the members 
<»f this Convention to meddle with the State Con- 
stitution; but if they should determine to do so It 
will not be inconsistent with the oath v. 
■re required to take by On recommendation of 
stomittee, itth.-y determine to frame a 
new Constitution and submit it to the people, that 
Ad** contemplated; by the exiting Con- 
ia not in violation, and fcenOB it k Mr. R 
that r think it is eminently proper that the mem- 
ber* on this great oceasian— perhaps the greatest 
■ ver existed in Mi .,,11 .how tho 

people of this State, and of the whole Union of 
that they are loyal to law and order— [np- 
platise in the gallericaj— and all the precedents 
Which ha* heretofore sustained our happy rouV 
tfMK, not only with the peoplo of MiM 
witli tho people of the United States. I do not 
hat, because wo take this oath as members 
of 'his Convention, that wo shall submit to a 
Wl ""r ffcom the General Government or from the 
government ofthe State or Missouri, or from any 
other quarter. We swear u> support tho Consti- 
tution of the United States and of tho State of 
Missouri, as they exist at present. Wo say noth- 
ing about the execution of the laws passed outlet 
this Constitution; wb do not take into considera- 
tion ilio viohitions of this Constitution that may 
exist, or that may hereafter arise, but wc swear 
simply to the (art that wo will uphold the princi- 
I "lion as they exist, lioth State 
ami National. (Applause.) 

Mr Redp, So far as I am concerned, I think a 
slate or case may arise— I hope it will not— in 
ue will he 'Iriven to dim of two ex- 
tremities, to IBIICDdar her institutions ora sevcr- 



l her connection with the .SonhrrnS 
of this Confederacy. ISIight ap| 
galleries.] I say, taking 

lion to takl 
palpable roik.-on, that I believe if 
in that position and may thus clct to sever 
i m with the Northern States, that i 
not violating the C 
crcuing an inherent ritl 

sovereignty reserve I to her by Hint itiMraoMa 
Hut I know there are gentleman who are fori 
Union as much as myself, aud 
thing for its preservation, btn . ™» 

driven, either to a surrender of these constlcutt* 
al rights, or a severance of our Union with 
Confederacy, will go, like m 
erance of that Union. They dillcx t 
me in this. They believe the exercise of | 
right inconsistent with ihe Con 

■n oi it, and for tho rosso n 
tain that view lam in tovor of: 

lor and leave them to act as 1 1 
iient* wish thctn to act, and as tho safety of I 
institutions oi the State may require thorn »t 
I shall therefore support this m 

Mr. BlRcn. *You Id it be in order to renew i 
motion to execute the order of yester.! 
crvt session. If it would be I think ■ 
demonstrative evidence in the blisses or upplMll 
which we have heard, to show w 
Should be executed. 

The Ciiaib. That depends upon whotho 
mover of the motion now pending 

it- 
Mr, rjiacH. r ask the gentleman if h* I 
withdraw bis motion, in order that I mayM 
miuo. I offer no v indication for so doing, exi 
what baa proceeded around us, In saying III 
make no redaction upon gentlemen intho| 
lery. 1 know what human feeling is; but 1 1 
we should be removed from its lull m 

Mr. lliM«i.i„ To give the gentleman i 
portunity to test the sense of this Cou. 
will withdraw my motion, with the <ii..|. r unfiaij 
thntl will renew it. 

Mr. Hi it. ii. Then [ renew mjr motion fiifl 
purpose of determining whciherour seiiiociil 
be held heroo iter publicly or piir&t 

Mr. Boor. I wish to inquire if reporter! I 

to be excluded. 

TheCiiAiu. Every person not au ollirer 1 

b« exejuikll. 

Mr. Bogy. Iwisb. to otnend by in 
reporters in the House. [Laughter.] 
A VOICB. I move the ! 

Mr. Birch. I will remark thai we can *M 
all tin: iu secret session, whether we wall cxctoQ 

or admit re; oi u r* or 1 K 

Mr. WeloH. I [| isint 

pending the calling ofthe ayes and i. 
draw a motion. 



The Chair. Tho Chair has not examined the 
nl*«. 

Mr. Puice. It can be ir there is no second to 
the proportion. 

Mr. Knott. As tho convention resolved yes- 
terday to go into seeret section, is not that the 
•turiing order. 

The Ch.uk. The i>ropo.-i:ion was made hy the 
gentkm:i:i from Clinton yesterday, that the con- 
vention should u lj«>urn until If) o'clock, tli ; s moru- 
la::, to meet in i-onrl&vc fur the purpose of eon- 
aiderinc certain questions that is whether ihe sit- 
ting of this conreirion shall be secret or open. One 
partof ths proposition was that the courention 
sionM adjourn un:il to-day, at 10 o'clock. 

The Chair regarded the object stated hy 
the ecu tli in nn from Clinton, to meet in 
ccit-Iavo, ns a suggestion made to the minds of 
the Convention , of the proposition that would be 
net on t!ii» morning nt ten o'clock, anil nor as n 
direct morion, and I submitted the question to the 
Conrrntioti in that form, but I lind that tin- Sec- 
niary in recording the motion, has recorded it in 
tfce language of the gentleman from Clinton, 
and not as understood by the Chair. The 
CUir i« therefore in the condition of lu:v- 
ing put the motion without reference to tin: 
knenage employed by the mover. I a-k 
tbmfore, that the Convention solve the di'S-culty 
whffher the journal shall be corrected as un- 
der>t'»> 1 by the Chair, or whether the provisions 
of the motion, there recorded, shall be enforced. 
Mr. Satek. The question was pnt to m<* yes- 
twlty, whether we would ndjoum until to-day, nt 
Wo'ilof.k, and not whether wc should met in 
ronclavc. I did not vote yesterday to meet here 
in ronclave to-dav, and I think it would be more 
proper if that word was stri'-ken from the journal. 
I do not think it constituted a part of our action 
yeiterday. If it is competent, I move to strike 
out the word "corn-lave" in the journal. 1 bc- 
Utre we ran determine in open session wluth r 
*e *hcll meet in secret or open session. 

Mr. Moss. For the purpose of relieving tho 
Ch»ir and shortening debate, I make a point of 
order. I contend these motior.a are all out of 
order; I contend the motion was to adjourn to 
nevt to-day In conclave. I raise that question. 
Toe motions that have l>ccn made arc nil out of 
order, and it was our business to meet in con- 
dart, und it was the duty of the Chair to exclude 
•11 person* not members. 

Mr. \V Atkins. I think it is due to the 
grotkmnn from Clay to muko a statement. 
On yesterday evening, the gentleman from 
Cliuton made a motion to go into sent 
*>!ion. At the instance of several gentlemen he 
fith'Irew the motiou for the time being, to give 
lU Committee on Credentials linic to report, but 
"id lie would renew it. The drift of his propo- 
rtion was to go iuto secret session. Afterwards 



ho renewed his motion in a different shape, and 
that motion wa« that the Convention adjourn to 
ten o'clock this morning, is lien we would go into 
secret session. 

Mr. Mos*. I merely made my motion at the 
suggestion of th-' Chair. I understood he desired 
•in ex pre? ion as to wh< thu- we had adjourned to 
meet privately. 

Mr. Wilson. It occurs to me that the motion 
to cone -t the journal will have precedence over 
a" other motion*. 

The CliAitt. The Convention then will regard 
the que: lion bclorc it u.- a motion to correct the 
journals, by sinking out the woids, " to meet in 
conclave." 

Mr. Hindi. It is suggested to me that I stato 
my motion. I made the original motion to ad- 
journ until 3 o'< lock, so that we could go into 
conclave, and determine whether we would have 
a secret session. Some one suggested 10 o'clock, 
and presently two or three others suggested that 
the Committee could not report at thrco 
o'clock. For that reason, the motion to 
adjourn to 10 o'clock, was adopted, and I know 
it was not the intention of the Chair to cut mo 
out of my motion bv stating it in different lan- 
guage. I utn willing thut the question shall bo 
takui on amending the .journal, but I would 
suggest that thoMtWho Wire not hero ycntcrduy 
cannot vote uitder.-tandiimly, and that, therefore, 
the question will lie nioie ditcctly reached by 
some member moving to post i>onc tho subject of 
holding a butv) session. 

ilr. Moore, it seems to me the motion I mude 
brings tlii- question directly up. 
! Mr. Si kwakt. In order to get at the mutter, I 
. move the resolution of yesterday b" postponed. I 
do not think it necessary that wc should go into 
a secret session. We arc met hero a* the repre- 
sentatives of the people, upon the most important 
question that ever has or ever will be gotten up — 
a proposition whether we will stand by the Union, 
or in n contingency dis-olve our comic tion with 
it. 

The Chair. The question i> on amending tho 
journal. Those who eoiuddcr that t lie vote of 
yesterday was to mc:t in conclave will vow 
against the correction of the journal, anil those 
who understood that wc were to meet in open 
session will vote for the correction of the journal. 

Mr. 0! \xtt. I suggest that those who were 
not here yesterday shall not be allowed to vote. 

Mr. Smitii. It is a matter of fact that there 
was no such motion put to the Convention us to 
meet in conclave. Now, if the gentleman had 
made tho motion to adjourn to St. Louis, and the 
Chair had put the motion to simply adjourn, 
would wc have been bound to have adjourned? 
AU we have got to do is to vote what the a-tion 
of the Convention was. 
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The vote wa» taken and the mution to correct 
the journal wu sustained— Ayes 18, noes '■(■>. 

The vote was then tuki-n on tlic motion tu lay 
on the table thu motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution requiring the members to 
take an oath to supjior: thu Constitution of the 
tJnit. .1 States and the Statu of Missouri was 
adopted. 

The motion was laid on the table; ayes C-3, 
nocs.'iU, as follows: 

Ay eh— Mcsssrs. Allen, B:iss, Bogy, Brcckin- 
ridpa, Broadhcail, Bridge, liusch, Calhoun, Cuyee, 
Chcnault, Donncll, Dunn, I-lit/en, Flood, Foster, 
G imMc, Gantt, Gravelly, Hall of Buchanan, Hall 
of Randolph, Harbin, Henderson. Hendricks, 
Hitchcock, Holuies, How, Irwin, Isbt-lt, Jackson, 
Jumcson, John-en, Kichl, I*cei>ur, Linton, Long, 
Marvin, Maupin, MeClurg, M<'Conn:ick, McDow- 
ell , Meyer, Morrow, Moss, Noell, Norton, Orr, 
Philip-, Trice, Kankin, liny. Uitchey, I tow land. 
Srott, Shackelford of St. Louis, Smith of Linn, 
Smith of St. I-onis, Stewart, Tinkall, Turner, 
Welch, Wilson, Wooliolk, Wright, Van Huskirk, 
Zimmerman— »V». 

Xiiks— Bnrtlvtr. Ba«t, Birch, Brown, Collier, 
Comingn, Crawford, Douglass, Drake, Frayser, 
(ilVCIIS, (iorin, Hatcher, Holt, Unwell, Tln.I^ins, 
Knott, M >nn:idukc, Mar son. Ilpkin, Pomeroy, 
Redd, Ross, Sawyer, Suvcr. Shackelford of How- 
ard. Shcclcy, Warren, Wutkins, Woodson — 30. 

Afor the vote whs announced Mr. Hrnuixa 
said, I iie.-ire to bo inform"! if it is obligatory on 
memh' r" who are not willing to take the oath if 
they are to be sworn In. I undt-r.-tui.il this law 
calling a Convention, but I did not undcr-tand ir 
us requiring an oath. I do not know bnt my dnty 
as u member of the Convention may require me to 
givo votes that might come in c«nlliet with that 
oath. I know but little of the future, and if this 
is obligatory I should not like, at this stage of 
affairs, to take an oath. I dc.-irc to say that I 
do not want it to bo und-rstood that I 
am in favor of severing the relation* of this State 
to the tleneral Government, but 1 know not what 
may be the result. I understand this to be a Peo- 
ple's Convention; I understand that I will have 
the ri;;ht to ivk of the General Government a 
chance of the constitution of thu United States, 
which wc are required to be sworn to support; for 
the proposition for pence looks to that point, that 
the ton-liutioii is not Mifflcient. as construed by 
one portion of this confederacy, t«» make pence in 
this Union; to require members of tin 4 Conven- 
tion to take an oath, is, as I understand it, taking 
the oath of a submissioiiNt. 

Mr. Our. For the inform: it-u of gentlemen, 
wc are no' going i" take an o.ith bo au<e of any 
law parsed by the Legislature, but bo<-ause of a 
rale that has been a .1 opted tlii- tuouiiiig by a 
vote of <*>5 to 30. 



Mr. She r. ley. I was one of those who voted 
a-ainst laying on the tabic. Twenty-five years ago, 
I took an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States, und of the State of Missouri, and 
that oath is now upon iveord. I consider the lint 
oath ju"t as binding, as though I w.-rc to tnkeont 
to-day, and should the event occur to which rtw 
penile man alludes, that war may be declared anl 
the State of Missouri called upun to seek protection, 
or aid from coercion, I for one am ready to fall 
b.iek <-u the revolutionary rights of the father-, 
and all on! such aid. 

Mr. Prick. The gentleman inquires whether 
he would be bound to take on oath under the 
resolution. That resolution is the law of thit 
Convention, ami binding upon every member, 
but any member has the right to violate that law. 
Yet it becomes the imperative duty of the pre- 
siding olllcer to impose it, if not by one way . 
to do it in another. I am surprised that the 
gentleman from Andrew should have any 
hesitation. If I recollect ariirlit, it oc- 
curs to me that he is a practicing lawyer, 
and every lawyer in the land takes an oath to snp- 
port the Constitution of the State and the United 
States. We are lionnd to obey and support that 
Constitui ion as long as it exists. I time taken an 
oath to support the Constitution, and that oath is 
binding upon me now, yet I have no compunc- 
tions of eonscanc.' ntiont renewing It. 

Mr. Knott. I vo.ed against laying the propo- 
sition to reconsider on the table, because I con- 
ceived the practical question involved should be 
liist considered, and that is, nuppose any dele- 
gate here refuses to take the oath, wc cannot com- 
pel him to do it— are youthen to disfranchise him 
anil the district he represents? So far as I am con- 
cerned, I atu under obligations to support tbc 
Constitution of ihe United Sb.tes and ol tins' 
State, and, whether Wider that obligation or not. 
I expect to support those Constitutions, and n«-» 
act of mine wili violate either one of them- 
I \utcd against laying on the tabic. 
liceuu'C I wanted 0.'-. other question settled be- 
fore hand. I ■!■■ \ know that any gentleman 
will refuse, bit* . ..- ought to umsidcr what to iU> 
in ca-c he <!■> ■-. 

Mr. W'i»i-x. I do not mv much ilif- 
culty in the whole matter. Every one 
of these Kciulcmcn who has a liceu.-o 
to practice law is alr/ady under this very 
o.nli. I took it some thirty years ago, an-' 
I thiol, ii still rents upon me, but I have not the 
slightest hesitaney to renew that o.ith upon thi- 
oeeasiniiiirany o. her occasion a^t h> necessity ma> 
require. I see iiuihltig inconsistent s;b,.tit it.-— 
Every memlicr of this honorable Convention \± 
u'rea ly under thl- oath, I ceau.-e I see thcic ore U 
great many lawyers here. 

Mr. HriniiNS. If the lawyers' license spoken 
of bin Is tne to support the Constitution, the que.- 



y swear 

The action of 0. 
lieu, will be none oi 
, Uwryor ami his client; then wlr. 

Too eau't swear a lawyer too b&nl, 
closed and tk 

M forward and were iwom In by Judge 
tier* nvention adlotimed, 

an reassembled at 3 o'clock i\ h. 
isucr moved that the Convention now 
too election of pennonene ol 

announce I nniumafions for Prcsi- 
( in or 
■oadhead nominated the Hon. Sterling 

illHEK WB -I W, 



inbb nominated the Hon. Sample Orr. 
I believe for about forty years I 
I the c thai lias enabled me 

lake m Imost, I have been called 

la; but upon this occasion, having never 
ember of any deliberative aseemoly a I 
■ man lo withdraw my 
tor thanking birn kin. 1 1.. riialUy 

' in my behalf. 

I »ill withdraw the name of 
In accordance with hi* own sugges- 
oil t-lie Judge, but I rap 

i wan toil some good lo iking man 
, and so I nominated him. [1. 

1 nomination* being mode, a vote was 
the following result: 

Patca.— Messrs. Allen, Bass, 

Broadhend, 

. i o- 

Crawi ass, Drake, 

tsen, Frayser, Fl . Gamble, 

ravelly, Hull of Buchanan, Hall ol 

trWn, Henderson, Hendricks, : 

How. It win, Cabell, Jackson, Johnson, 

i i mid uke, Man in, 

-. McCormick, McDow- 

■-■*. Norton, Orr, Phillips, 

Id, Ross, Rowland, Sawyer, 

of Howard, B!l*fH 

Bmith of Linn, Smith of St. 

art, TiodaD, Turner, Walker, Wat- 

ilfolk. ^ 'bnskirk ami Zim- 

- - — Messrs. Bnj 

. Holt, 
. Pipkin, Price, Rankin, 




Hon eelred itnt- 

iraj dflfbtrad duly 
Prasident, 

Mr. 11m i., of riurhaiiMii, moved fJuta eom- 
i three lie appointed to info™ Mr 
of his flection, and conduct him to thi 
Agreed lo 

The President appointed Messrs. Hall, Broad- 
head and Cheim ult as such committee, win 
upon conducted Mr. Prico to the choir ami 

Mr. Pkice, on taking the chair, spoke as fol- 
lows: 

I thank yon, gentlemen of the Convention, for 
the honor yon have thought proper to cenfer upon 
me, In selecting ms to pn '.libera- 

tions. It is tinder no ordinary i in •nuistunces ill 
the hi»d.ry of our State and of the Union, that 
we have Maeutbled in Convention. It in 

'Hc-iime to retrace one false step. Hence 
the necessity or calm, deliberate and dispassionate 
thought and action on the part of this Conven- 
tion, which cannot be hail without order and de- 
coram In this body. I shall, hope, gentkmen, to 
be able properly to apply the rules which yon 
have adopted for your government, win your 
kind forbearance and assistance. Without font 

b, your pn 
nothing. I again thank you, gentlemen, for the 
amor yon have been pleased to confer upon me. 
[Applause. | 

The Chair announced nominations for Vice 
President to be in order. 

Mr. Bmith nominated Mr. Robe; 

Mr, Hall moved that the nomination be con' 
curred in unonimoti-ly. 

-I lo, and Mr Wilton announced duly 
elected Vice President. 

Nominations lor Secretary being n 

Mr. Row lax d nominated Mr. M R. Cullen, of 
St. Louis. 

Mr. Sawtek nominated S. A. Lowe, of Putin 
county. 

Mr. Hall nominated M. J. Thompson, of Bu- 
chanan county. 

Mr. Camule nominated R. J. Lackey oi 
son City. 

Mr. Wki.cu nominated Col tlrowr of John- 
sou ' ounty. 

Mr. Knott nominated Mr. Fox of Callaway 
county. 

Ballots were taken with the following result. 
r.:illnt— i.'ullcn, 16; Lowe, 30; Thompson, 
12; Lackey, 

Seeond Ballot— Cullen, 15; Lowe, 27; Thomp- 
son, 11; Lackey, 27; Grovcr, 11; 1"> 

Ktma of Thompson and 1 .. n. 

Third Ballot— Cullen, 18; Low,35; LaClu 
G rover, 10. 

Xame.<< of Cullen and r; rover withdrawn. 

Fonrth Ballot— Low , SV.LatV-y , \\. 
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Mr. Low having received a majority of nil the 
votes cast, he was declared duly dieted Secretary 
and qualified by taking the oath. 

Nominations for Assistant Secretary being next 
in onler, the following gentlemen were nom- 
inated : 

By Mr. Knott, James Mcllcnry of Colo 
county. 

By Mr. Orb. Mr. Sli>Ilady, of Camden county. 

By Mr. Irwin. Mr. Gilstrap, of Ma' -on connty. 

By Mr. IIe>-i>er?on. R. A. Camel, of Pike 
county. 

Uy Mr. Douglass. T. Bnknhoad, of Coopci 
county. 

By Mr. Holt. M. Singleton, of Phelps county. 

By Mr. Lose. D. R. Risley, of St. Louis. 

By Mr. Ciiknavlt. D. Kerr. 

Ballots were taken, witli the following result: 

First Ballot: McIIenry 13, Shellady 10, Gilstrap 
24, Came! -8, Kerr 8, Bankhead f>, Singleton 2, 
Risley 1. 

The names of Bankhead and Singleton with- 
drawn. 

Second Ballot: McIIenry 11, Shellady 0, Gil- 
strap 3i, Camel 3*1, Kerr 4, Risley 2. 

The names of Kerr and Risley withdrawn. 

Third Ballot: McIIenry 9, Shellady », Gilstrap 
33, Camel 42. 

Name* of Shellady and McIIenry withdrawn. 

Fourth Ballot : Gilstrap 35; Camel 58. 

Mr. Camel was declared duly elected Assis- 
tant Secretary. 

Nominations for Doorkeeper beingin order, the 
following gentlemen were nominated : 

C. P. Anderson, John E. Davis, Andrew J. 
Russell, Thomas J. Ferguson, John D. Jackson, 
William Vunovcr, Nathaniel Dorris. 

First Ballot: Anderson 28; Davis 10; Russell 
11; Ferguson 12; Jackson 8; Vunovcr 10; Dor- 
ris 8. 

Mr. Anderson receiving 32 votes at the second 
ballot, he was declared duly elected Doorkeeper. 

Tho President declared the permanent organi- 
zation of the Convention complete. 

Mr. Hall, of Randolph, offered tho following 
resolution : 

Resolred, that when this Convention adjourns 
to-day, it will adjourn to meet in the Mercantile 
Library Hall, of St. Louis, on Monday morning 
next at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Hall, in explanation, spoke as follows: 
I understand, Mr. President, that tho nsc of the 
Library Hall has been tendered us by the proper 
authorities in St. Louis, and that it is very well 
adapted for the purposes of this Convention. I 
have also understood that we have been tendered 
our passage free to St. Louis on the Railroad. 
This room, I think we must nil see, is very ill 
suited to the discharge: of our business. I am in- 
formed that, in point of convenience, comfort to 
tho members, and economy, wo shall gain by 



going to St. Louis. On that account I hareo 
fercd that resolution. 

Mr. Hadiiin — I hope that this resolution wi 
not Ik- adopted. There have been arrangnaeni 
mado here at the cost of the State for the aceon 
modation of the members of this Couvrntiot 
und now, sir to adjourn from this place to ft 
Louis, or any other place, and waste time. whW 
is money to the State, is out of the question, 
am opposed to adjourning from this to any plaa 
and, sir, I move to lay the resolution on the taMt 

The motion to table was put and lost by the fbl 
lowing vote. 

For Taui.ino— Messrs. Ba«s, Bast, Bogy.Cil 
ltoun, Caycc, Chenanlt, Crawford, Doagl**, 
Drake, Frnyscr, Flood, Foster, Givens, Goth 
Gravelly, Harbin, Hendricks, Jnekson, Jamison 
Johnson, Knott, McClurg, McDowell, Mono* 
Orr, Rankin, Ray, Rltchey, Ross. Saver, Scott 
Sliucklcford of Howard, Stewart, Waller, Wtkb 
Wilson, Woodson, Zimmcrmann. 

Aoainst Taiiling— Messrs. Bartlett, Bred 
imidge, Broudhead, Bridge, Brown, Bush.CoDtn 
Comingo, Dunn, Kit7.cn, Gantt, Hall of Buchanan 
Hall of Randolph, Hatcher, Henderson. Ultra 
cock. Holmes. Unit, How.Howell, Hurigins.Irsti 
Unci!, Kidd, Leeper, Linton, Long, MannaJnh 
Marvin, Matron, Mnupin, McCormack, Meyo 
Moss, Nocll, Norton, Philipps, Pipkin, Ponwroj 
Price, Redd, Rowland, Sawyer, ShnckelfordofS 
Louis, Sheelcy, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Lot* 
Tindidl, Turner, Watkins, Woolfolk, Wright s» 
Vunbuskirk. 

The Chair. The question is now on the idoj 
rion of the resolution. 

Mr. Hatcher. If this movement involw 
any additional expense to the State, I lor ot 
should vote against the resolution, but as I ni 
derstand it will cost tho State not one addition 
dollar, tho Hall being tendered free of expens 
ami our passage over the railroad being nte, 
can see no objection to it. The Convention * 
how wo arc situated here. Then; arc u» desk 
and wo cannot write out a resolution or an amen 
ment, should any of us feel disposed to do so. 
will attach no blame to the Commissioner of ft 
lie Buildings, as he has no doubt done the best 
could under the circumstances, but when we ts 
into consideration tho inconvenience of doi 
business here, and the facilities which I un<l 
stand will bo afforded us iu St. Louis, I think 
are fully justified in adopting the resolution. 

Mr. Knott. I shall oppose this rcso 
tion. I believe the sent of Governm 
is tho proper place for holding tho Conv 
tion. Although we may be put to some 
convenience here, I think there are consul 
ations which, if properly weighed, ought 
induce us to reject this resolution. While I ad 
that this Convention has the power to adjoun 
any place in the State, it may see proper, whi 




■ 
Ibc officers of tin ry As- 

, for offering as r I must 

and i:cjiiktuKii here are aware of the fact, 
jliiu-v existing between St. 
uul I). , this 

Hon will ml anjnatly Iadrnit, 

usuro by a largo 
in the coun- 
m furthermore aws i e are rnnny 

oslon, seek 11 pretext to find fault 
anion of the Convention, and 1, for one, 
r of taking any step tUat wOl 
tn any pretext at nil for faying 

in n the action of tlio Con- 

as sure as we adjourn this Bo 
Is, we 10 this ccu- 

ralherthan that I sboul 
ulo ft pretext fbrany censure at all, 
np with great person t .ience, 

a will look at the 
As to I no matter of 
ito consider- 
in we should have proper regard to 
ry at large looks 
Now the ( -r.umry at largo cannot 
!e Ihc fact H «e do; it ll i 

and however many onr 
ices may be here, I tell you the conn- 
t« see them, and they expect us to bold 
berations here. 

'in. I rise to say onlr a 
wish expressly to disclaim any purpose 
he smallest part in nny Obeanion that 
upon tho proposition before the Cou- 
rt 1 nioy Bay al- 
io delegation of which I have the 
be a member, wo hove thenghi it 
scrupulously to abstain from saying a 
tainted in any respect to lafineni g 

any member of the Convention louche 
saalter which, as we all know, has been 
I discussed for a day or two. After say- 
ineb, I wish simply to add that at the re- 
ft iim the country, I 
i >n the day before yestl 
early yesterday morning an answer to 
• requested, as were the other 
d offer to the Coitven- 
faee nse of either one of the halls bcloug- 
l by the Mercantile Library 
an. One of these hjdU has a capacity of, 
Igbteaa hundred per- 
thc << i e to eight 

!i larger than this room. At 
arc several large and rommo- 
i an be ased for various 
tlth *» the assembling of conin. 

>, ill no doubt need. I can 
ifflsr is made in all sincerity; 



i.I am 
l«m it a great honor if the C 
tion will accept their oner: and that for myself 
and my associate*, and I may add also, Air the 
whole people of the >ity of -St. Lonis, wo 
teem it not only a pleasure, bnt nn honor : 
the sesiona of Bdl body in onr city. 

Mr. Knott. I should like to ask tho cmiiIi- 
mnn ii'mi- or tbc Mhsjrof these haUs is ei 
uilh Wilting desks? 

Mr. BaECKixaiuoB. I can say, that, though 
neither of them bat this moment supplied with 
desks, still, 1 am willing to be responsible that 
either one w ill be supplied with all possible con- 
venience* for the Convention, and that, too, with- 
out expense. 

Mr. Knott. I would make motion thai this 
d -iii lie over until next Monday morning. 1 
desire to remark that I have un 
of Representatives will adjourn, an 
hall to ; ■ rather than 

to St. Louis. [Laughter. J I therefore move to 
postpone the furthc ition of thL- resolu- 

tion until Monday. 

Tho motion to postpone was pnt and lost. 

The question recurring on the adoption of Mr. 
IIaii.'- r. 'uhitinu, it was adopt- d. 

The Cn a i it. I have a communication from 
centlcman who has cumo hero as D 
the State of Georgia, which I desire to In 
tlwCoirraittcm. [CWes of "Bead,! rtsall"] 

The Secretary rend the communication, i 
Mr. Luther I. Glonn nnnounces himself as a Cotn- 
misioner to tho Missouri State Convention from 
the Georgia Convention, and d 
tion to designate the manner in which he Is to 
discharge the duties devolved upon hint. The 
communication was accompanied with the I 
intr certificate from the oflleers of the G 
Stale Conrention. 

State of Geoboia— Whereas : The people of 
Georgia in Convention assembled, having autho- 
rized the appointment of a Commissioner tn the 
States of Delaware, Maryland. Yirjrini: 

North Carolina, Kentucky and Mlssou 
to present to the Legislatures or Convent 
in the event neither shall be In session, to tko 
Governors of said States, the ordinance of tho 
lM of Georgia, and to invite their co-opera- 
tion with her and other seceding States in the for- 
mation of a Southern Confederacy: Be il there- 
fore known that I, the President or said Conren- 
tion, do hereby appoint Luther L Gl 
iniisioncr to the Suite of Missouri, withautl 
then and there lo Mti B OOnfaffllity to said reso- 
lution. 

In witness whereof, r, George W. Crawford, 
have hereto set my hand this 39tli day of Jan- 
uary, 1981. OSO. rV, CRAWFORD, Prca 

Attest : A. B. Lam ab, Secretary. 
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Mr. Ham.. I understand that communication 
to suggest some very important consideration!!. I 
do not know what course to pursue in regard to 
it, except to lay it on the table, so that wo can 
take It up and consider it next week. I more to 
lay it on the tabic, and that it be printed for the 
use of the Convention. 

Mr. Shkklkt. Would it not be well toadd that 
the Commissioner be requested to address the 
Convention ? | Cries of no ! no ! ] 

Mr Our. Mr. President, I beg leave to my that 
we will do our own addressing here, if they will 
let us. (Laughter.] 

Mr. Hall' h motion was then put and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Wilsox, the Rev. Andrew 
Monroe was requested to act as the Chaplain of 
the Convention. 

Mr. Wilson- offered the following resolution, 
which Wiis ordered to lay over informally : 

Renolrcd, That a Committee of three be ap- 
pointed to contract with two persons duly quali- 
fied to report the debates and proceedings of the 
Convention. 

Mr. liiucn offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention 
are due to Gen. James Minor, for hia courteous 
compliance with its request to act as Secretary 
pro tcm., and for the prompt and able manner in 
which he has discharged that duty. 

Mr. Welch. The Convention, In opposition to 
my vote upon that question, has determined to 
adjourn to St. Louis. Tho resolution, I believe, 
fixes the hour at 10 o'clock, on Monday morning, 
but as wo learn from the gentleman from St. 
Louis that tho Hall is not ready for the Conven- 
tion, and as It cannot, perhaps, be ready before 
Tuesday, I would move a reconsideration In order 
to amend it. 

Mr. Hall moved that the Convention now ad- 
journ. 

The motion to adjourn was put and carried. 

Convention declared adjourned to St. Louis, to 
meet again on Monday morning, at 10 o'clock. 



THIRD DAY. 

Si. Loci*, March 4th, 1W1. 

Metatl'J 1-2 o'clock. 

Mr. President Puice in the Chair. 

Prayer by th<? Chaplain, Uov. Mr. Monroe. 

Journal of Friday read and approved. 

Mr. Gamble. I desire to offer the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be ap- 
pointed, to be culled the Committee on Federal 
Relations, who shall consider and report on the 
rela: ions now existing between tho Government 
of the United States, the government of tho peo- 



ple of the different States and the government of 
the people of this State. 

Resolred, That all propositions and resolutions 
that may 1» moved by any member of the Con- 
vention, touching the relations of Missouri with 
the Federal Government, shall lxs referred to fix 
Committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Bik«h. In view of the attaining the same 
object contemplated by the resolution*, I had pre- 
pared a resolution at Jefferson City, which I now 
offer as a substitute for tho gentleman's rcsoln- 
tions : 

Ordered, That a Committee lie appointed to take 
into consideration the relations between the Gov- 
ernment of tho United States, and the people of 
the Government of the different States, and the 
Government of the State of Missouri, and to report 
to this Convention such exposition and address, 
as shall properly denote the views and opinion* of 
those who look to the amicable restoration of tin 
Federal Union, upon such adjustment of the put, 
and such guarantees of the future as shall render 
it eternal, permanent and enduring. 

Mr. Bmcii. I will say at this time, in defease 
of my proposition, thnt with all proper respect to 
the mover of the previous resolution, we may is 
well come to the point set forth In ray «*■ 
olution, 6o thnt we may act expeditiously 
and nnderstandingly. I suppose the words of 
my resolution need scarcely any explan**" 
nation. 1 wrote it, supposing It would meet mo** 
probably the views of a majority of this cntir^ 
Convention, and might go out as a glad soon'* 
through Missouri. I will add no more In view O * 
the fact that wo should decide at once. 

Mr. Gamule. It will bo perceived in readinpC" 
the original resolution, and the substitute which"* 
is offered, that the original resolution comprehend *=^ 
the duty of considering and reporting on the rela — 
tions between the Government of tho Unite<- — 
States, and the government of the people of tbl — =a 
State. The substitute proposes simply to dircc ~^* 
the committee that it proposes to have appoint* ^ 
to report an address. 

I imagiuc that the first rc.-olution. which I ho^c: 1 
the honor of offering to tho Convention, compre^^' 
hends all that is in the substitute, and a great dei_*»»" I 
more. This is a committee having power to rcpo^^i 
precisely such an address as tho substitute - e 
contemplates, and to make any other r^-2- 
I>ort that the relations between the Unit*- - «! 
States, and the people and the Gover~ac3- 
meiit of this State may require. The secormd 
resolution is designed tocronto a standing body *" 
which shall be referred all the propositions th*** 
may be suggested by gentlemen in relation to ov* r 
Federal relations. This is the course adopted * n 
the Virginia Convention. I think there is, in " r ^" 
allty, no necessity for the substitute, except ft* 
affords direction. 
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adding "tod 

the General Go n 

shall be 

it wu rejected, 40 to 43, 
be in order, inasmuch ■ 
been rejected, I will oiler my reso- 
t he first resol u lion offered 
kmaii from St. Louis. I am willing 
adoption of the W M J utto n 
(be Kcideinun from St. Louis, 
to say, that I tnercb 
Uii» Convention at the start, whethcr 
mode of adopting such a. mc-as- 
to ihu amicable preservation of 
m, iu* contemplated by the lan- 
rcsolution 
lopted, as it will test the tense of the 
ran and economise time. 
m wo* token, and the substitute of Sir. 
tsagreed to. 

i move to amend the flr« reeo- 
iusertlng "13," in place of "7." The 
the amendment mjnlrai axpl U 
ting such n committee, 1 iliiiik it is de- 
tat it should bo composed - 
of persons as is consistent with the 

of tew 

us a substitute for the 
rot, to strike OOl thirteen and insert, otto 
b Senatorial District, to be agreed upon 
legate n 1 1 district. I 

mendment offered by Sir. Gantt was 

»nd the revolutions adopted. 
iwii'iv r Laid before the Con 
Charles D. Drake, Esq., President of the 
rary, and A Btarj of the 

J* Library Association, inviting the mem- 
he Convention to visit each Library dor- 
essiou of the Convention. 

ution appointing Wit. M. Ulfrris, as 
u taken up and adopted. 

1 understand there are many 
to desire to be present daring the session 
' ion, and us there are u number of 
inside of the bar, I offer ilio i 

ted, Taac the vacant scot* inside t:. 
red to the Indies who may desire to attend 
BBtfoa, Adopted. 

I offer the following; 
wd, That u committee of three be np- 
wait upon '.lie Hon. Luther J. G 
. from Georgia, and invito him to 
scat within the bar; and, also, to request 
igulfy bis convenience as to when be can 
rate with the Convention. 

iobt. 1 offer the following as a substi- 



BtMOioed, Tina ii nuuruitteo of three bo *p- 
I by the Chair, io take into consideration 
the communication received from the Hon. L. J. 
Glenn, Commissioner from our sister State of 
Georgia, and report to this body what action shall 
be taken thereon. 

Mr. Redd. I offer a substitute to the substi- 
tute: 

Jfeaofoed, That a committee be appoin. 
wait upon the Commissi' iited to this 

State by the State of Georgia, and inform him 
that this Convention will reeeivohimat 1 o'clock, 
this day, and hear what he may choose to com- 
municate on the subject of his mission. 

I wish to state my reasons for offering tli 
President : I understand that the Georgia Conven- 
sables on Tuesday next; and it is the de- 
sire of Mr. Glenn to be present; and if the State 
i 'Uii intends to extend to htm that courte- 
sy which cveryBovcn-igu Bale owe* to itself, in 
eption of a Commissioner accredited by 
. Siute, it ought to do it. now, for the reason 
that I have stated. He will be unable to remain 
« i ili us the term, as I hove been informed he in. 
tends to leave on the cars, this evening. 

Mr. Saver. I have a resolution which T desire 
SO offer, with the hope that it may be accepted by 
iitlcmen from Marion, 
The CtiAin. It is not in order. 
Mr. Saver. I will rend it fur information. 
Jictolved, That the Commissioner IVuin the 
State of Georgia be invited to a 6eat within the 
har of the house, and Out ntiou desig- 

nate this evening at 7 1-2 o'clock, in (Mm Hail, as 
a lit time aud place for the dudes specified in ln- 
communiention.Jtnd that a committee bo a] 
sd to execute the foregoing resolution. 

Mr. Bhoadhead. I do not want to consume 
any unnecessary time on a point of order, but I 
submit that the proposition of the gentleman from 
Marion (Mr. Kedd) is not in order. The 
man from St. Louis offered a substitute fo 
resolution. The gentleman from Marion 69 
substitute, for the substitute. According Id my 
recollection of the rales of parliamentary law, this 
is out or order, for it simply destroys the original 
proposition. 

The Chaie. The gentleman certainly 1. 
right to introduce an amendment to the substi- 
tute and strike out all after the word "resolved" 
and insert the following. 

Mr. lirtOADiiEAD. Of course, sir, I do not ques- 
tion the right to amend the siibsiitupj. 

The C it air. The gentleman de-ires to amend 
the substitute. I stated the question erroneously, 
I confe- 

Mr. Uosu'has. I fleetato know whet I 
gentleman from Marion is wil ' > the 

time as suggested— whether seven i 
evening will be acceptable to lit tiUnn.and 
whether he desire* to \wm v»-tmkto« . 
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Mr. Rbud. I will state thai 1 have had no 
connnunication with Mr. <;k-nn on that subject, 
but I have Men infbrme I thM lo leave 

on the evening train, 
Mr. Doxiraair. Tlii* Convention tins been 
ia Missouri, not in rela- 
oar own domestic condition, but railed in. 
view Of the circumstances that sun-omul ui in 
ion, in view of the rapid dlsintejrrntion of 
thisG" ■" soeif that cannot be ti 

and one of the means to arrest this diidntcyra- 
lion, tl to restore back the seeded States, and 
produce the harmony and homogeneousnesa that 
existed six manias ago. This we can only Jo by 
m-cording sympathy with tho South. I do uot 
agree with Uu iecMBM SfHMHka. I am rar 
from bdnc a secessionist, but if they come back, 
it will only be through fraternal feeling, tour- 
indnaae, and respect. We are standing 
1 1 ■- 1 ■ between the North and the South aa media- 
tors, and as mediators, we cannot reject the pro- 
position sent hero by thoStutc of Georgia, 

li , 'If only as tho State of Georgia, 
mid eroding hor Commissioner to us; and 
tho sooner we act upon this proposition, the bet- 
ter it will be for Uie purposes of harmony and 
Union. Mr. Glenn can say nothing but what ev- 
ery man can weigh and « ;: Ideas I have been at 
gton, where I hove heard every thi 
>ni.-m to Secessionism, for the last forty 
days, and do man, who Is a man, and acting hen 
In a manly way, bat is willing, I think, to hear 
an be said. I am, therefore, for the origin- 
al proposition, and hope that the hour of U, to 
day, will bo designated as the time to hear him. 
Mr. Wilson — [desire to vote for a resolution 
urn's convenience, and If 
12 o'clock will accommodate him, I am in favor 
„ieeiug to thnt hour, 
Tho Chair. Docs the gentleman accept of tho 
amendment? 
Mr. Kkdii, I accept. 

Mr. PoMERor. I will state that while at Jefler- 

y, I roomed -villi Mr. Glenn, and con- 

ffitn him aj to the timo when he could ad- 

dress the convention. lie designated that two 

o'clock to-day would suit him the best. I have 

introduced a resolution. 

Th. t ii a in. Mr. Glenn informed me at 8 o'clock 
last ni£ht that ho preferred 12 o'clock to-dny. 

Mr Pome nor. Then I have nothing fui 
say. 

Mr. Otin. I am a? able to withstand the ar- 
guments of a gentleman from Georgia, or an 
abolitionist from the North, as any gentleman 
bore, but I am here representing in port n 
district composed of a people who are a 
and us virtuous and as hospitable to s-tranRers, as 
any other gentleman thnt is hereto-day. I am also 
hereto discharge the duties thnt I have voluntarily 
phic.d myself under lu relation to tho oath I took 



tho other day. 1 have taken an oath 

Slipp 

of the State of Missouri. I hold in mi*li 
mnnication from Mr Glenn, in wl: 

says I I : li, in Conv 

assembled, appointed commissioners 
end States now in this Um 
of forming a Southern Con/oli 
from his communication I nndorstand 
mission of this gentleman to be to ask a« to ] 
-.ill* we have voli!' D — to I 

ns tt t&opaacS with th-' Southern 
States in doing — what? Tnperperniv 
ings of thi-- i; .i-inment? No, sir; I 
tearing to pieces the best Government tfaa i 

fhone upon. He i lay, and i 

an ambassador by some. By others a 
lioner. If he Is an ambassador he has mi'»»d the 

If he Is here as a commissioner I 

State, then the oath we have taken forbid! th 

we should form an alliance m titer 

in the Confederacy, Therefore, I -! 

for one, hearing tliis gentleman In ' 

all. I am willing to hear the gi 

him with nil the respect thnt a citizen of i 

thathae long acted with usdem-" 

am asked by some gentlemen, " Woe 

diseonrteotu at to refuse to allow a cii 

another State to enter your honsr 

citizen of a sister State, whether bom tn ibis or I 

a foreign land, who comes tomyhoos- 

image of his God, nnd I, not knowing nny 

his intentions, the Iatch-Htrin<s will always h*nf 

out for him, uuij be can come in; hut if be comet 

to my house, and *endsin acommuniivition which 

shows to mo that he intends to 1> 

peace of my family, he If I can 

help it. [Load cheering outside the bar, and • 

few hisses. | 

The Chaih. (Sapping loudly with Ids ham 
mer.) I will have the lobby clei is aoj 

more cheering. 

Mr. Ohk. I hope no demon -trillions irffltt 
made on ono side or tho other. We stand her* 
probably in the mo-t eventful day that has ever 
been known in our history. Events will date from 
this day which will long be remembered. To-day 
tho inaugural address of Abraham Lincoln will 
be delivered, and much of the weal or woe 
nation depends on that address to-day; and in all 
probability the action we may take during the 
next hour will not only seal the d 
of Missouri, bat blight the prospects of civ 
Hon. We stand hereon the hi- 
est river in tho world, nnd a rivor I never 
sent to have cut in twain by this government. 
We stand here to-day, in the midst of a city I 
will one day be the great commercial nnd manu- 
facturing city of civilization, and I am iinwillin| 
to do anything which will blast Its progreaa ti 



15 



Xow In rcgar man from 

] la- 
lagunat boat ; i make 

i ur be 

g dig- 

r <vonld have ever lew their 

. if they had declared to the. 

in as candidate?, that 

■sition fVom 

r to go tint and form a 

I 

incoming L> 

R stars and stripes und run up the. 
that they intended 1o swap the 
tho pelican, that they L.ul do- 
off " Yankee Doodle" far the 
\t" — I do not believe, If they 
this, tiiul ii solitary individual 

■I receiving tins commissioner 

ii'.m any State wliutev- 

e lure — for what purpose? Not for 

purpose of tearing 

vcniment, because the people that 

cttd as Law given, I don't know 

!.i« speech 

I, for the Union. I am uot 

to be inline:. 

from Georgia, or any gentleman that 

from South Car i la, or any 

mflng States, or even from Great Biit- 

, 1 believe, M 

■ 1 um not afraid Shis 
« a secession ordinance, lor if 
people of Missouri will vote it down. 
. farther time, but acting in 
t responsibility resting upon me, I 
ag. ' onimiBsion- 

willmg he shall como hens, and I am 
Uliug to adjourn and hear litm spcuk, 
a gentleman from a seceded State 
at, who aslis thin Convention i 

<.<n urnl form a Sou thorn 
y, I shall vote against it, whether any 

i does so or not. 
it. uf St. Lonis. I think the practical 
at tills matter will be to lay the sub- 
. until we reach tho sul < 
iote for, if we can get at it. 
in.— 1 would remark to tho gentleman 
be able to gut at it in that way 
will all go together. 
I jliill move to lay them oil on the 
H right's. 
a— Gcr.tli men cannot do that, 
t— I Lave not made the motion. 1 

j uo right to heur this Com- 

t all, a* u Convention, because be 

what hu intends to say horo, 



and wo arc not here for the 
ut listening to argument.- In I • 

ilon nnd joining tiny otlici I 
While I am up, I wish, olihouj 

strictly in order, bu 

of the Housa or Representatives lust Sal 
when a gentleman was permitted to speak 
very subject that I now upon; 

and, with such u pr< "ie me, I may be 

permitted to say a few words in regard to the re- 
DftMi QBBTfMM 

The C ti a i it. I will remark to the gontliman 
1 hope no £ . -i.ls in," 

to throw mud at a:. in belonging 

to the General Assembly. (Loagnici . | 

Mr. Smith. I bowto the decn-ioaoftlie Chair, 
liit I thought that a little answer to Mr. Vest 
wonld be allowed. 

ThcCrUUi. I could not allow it. 

Mr. Smith. I bow to ( i of the Chair. 

1 for one protest against recehing ihutman in any 
ahape whatever. But I am perfectly willing that 

•hod proposed by the gentleman fr. 
Louis (Mr. Wright) should be adopted, mid I 
think it as respectful as could be adopted. I Jn 
not tee what better can be done, and that is the 
ate — appoint a committee to con- 
sider and deliberate upon the (Object, and report. 
It has been suggested by one gentleman that we 
should receive this gentleman, and then goon 
with our business. I propose that wo go on with 
• in i u-iness (list. That is wluit we come here to 
do, and not to receive ambassador.-: from I 

Do* In tho Union even. If I am 
in order, I move to lay the last substitute on tho 

Tho Chair. That of course takes the whole 
subject. 

Mr. Smith. Well then I move to 1 
lUbJeel on tin table. 

The Ciia i k. The better plan would lie to take 
» vote on the amendment — cither to vote it down 
or adopt it II 'it h D t, then Mr. 

Wright's will bo in order. 

Mr, Smith. In the spirit of my remarks that 
we should not receive this Commissioner ol 
move to lay the- whole subject oa the table. 

Mr. Dost than, On that I call the ayes and 
noes. 

Mr. Knott. I second it. 

Mr. UrtBCKiNiUDOE. I only wish to ask my 
friend to withdraw his motion. 

Mr, Smith. At the request of my colleague, 
I will withdraw it. 

Mr. Wtttoirr. I asked leave to so submit a 
proposition, without any word of explanation; 
but after what bu transpired in this body. I deem 
it duo to myself to intimate the purpose of that 
substitute to the original proposition. I regret, 
very much ihat the mode adopted by me for 
tn ecti ug nnd determining t\\o tcIv&vjvys cA \\i\t, 



10 



body to the distinguished gentleman from Geor- 
gia, bIhjuM have occupied so much time. Hut I 
hud supposed, in point of fact, thut a Commit- 
tee up|iuiiiti-d by this honorublc body, would, 
in twenty minutes, determine this matter, I adopt- 
ed this mode of receiving thL- Commissioner from 
Georgia, because I deemed it respectful to thut 
State, anil respectful to u*,— bemuse it would 
show that this body had not acted with that pre- 
cipitancy which has, unfortunately, hecome an 
epidemic in this land in all matters touching the 
integrity of our great Commonwealth and the 
perpetuity of these Stated, beeuusc it would show 
that we bad acted with that coolness and wisdom 
which would become statesmen. I will add that 
the substitute I offered had no such deeigu as to 
cast a slur or ignominy upon this Commissioner 
from our sister State. That is not my object. 
My object was to treat him with the greatest re- 
spect and treat ourselves likewise with Incoming 
consideration. My purpose was bo to manage 
this allair as that wc could maintain our self- 
ruspect — maintain whatever views wo have in re- 
gard to the present couditiou of public nlTairs 
and the relation in which we stand to the Gen- 
eral Government and our sister States. That wc 
could maintain that position with due respect 
to ourselves and bocomiug eourte.-y to our 
sister States, and at the same time have a due 
regard to that allegiance to the banner that hangs 
above us. My purpose, therefore, as will lie seen 
in this resolution, was to show to our sitter State 
of Georgia that we did not regard her as theoret- 
ically and legally outside of the pale of empire — 
that whatever her views might be, we regarded 
her in the bond of sisterhood, and, so treating 
it, we could hear what she had to say, and so 
treating it as that nothing that could come from 
her would be regarded by the most urdetit as so- 
licitation to treason. It was with this view that 
I proposed that mode of proceeding, w liicli would 
be respectful to Georgia, to ourselves, to our flag, 
and to those high obligations under which we 
have recently renewed our patriotic allegiance to 
our country. If such a resolution be passed wo 
can then receive this gentleman at the earliest 
hour that may accommodate him. 

The gentleman from Clay (Mr. Doniphan) says 
this matter demands grave and important con- 
sideration. I believe so too. I believe it to be so 
grave on all sides as to rctpiire at least a moment's 
deliberation, so that wo may not follow in the 
footsteps of that precipitancy which unfortunately 
has brought about that disintegration of which 
he complains. Sir, I hold it especially to be the 
duty of Missouri to bo calm, prudent and wise in 
this emergency. Her very history speaks the 
power in record to this position of mediator and pa- 
cificator which she should take. She should occupy 
a middle ground in the temperate zone of politics, 
which she occupies in a geographical point of 



| view ; she should speak mildly and respectfully 
to all members of this sisterhood and brotbtr- 
hood; she should sjH-uk mildly and frateraiDTto 
: the North, erring as it has been; she should 
I speak kindly and fraternally to the South, errhf 
I as it has been ; and, at the same time, mahndi 
; the integrity of her allegiance to the Union, ud 
j show, by her wise and prudent counsel, list 
mildness ought not to rule the hour, but tbst vi 
should practically follow the example of own- 
I titers, and entitle ourselves to the considcrarjonrf J 
j statesmen, by that cool, clear-beaded, pncsVl 
j csil philosophy which distinguished them abm 1 
the men of that time in all parts of the aorta ■ 
I The I'ltli e of Missouri is that of a pacilleatt 
, She is entitled to it by her historical positin h 
the family of States. She came in od one of 
those civil feuds that shook the nation's cenns. 
As u sufferer, she is, perhaps, the greatest; ssf 
that Very suffering Ought to give her power to 
speak potentially. Thus much, sir — withont *• 
siring to occupy the attention of this honors* 
body— I have deemed proper to say in behalf of 
my proposition. I say that my sympathies m 
with the ening sisters of the South; aud Itasffj 
the deliea-y of the position occupied by tlii* gts> 
ilcm.au from Georgia; aud I wish to put himk 
su'li a position a* that what will come from Ua 
will not be treated as soli< itnrious for treason or 
enmity to the flag of our Union. If these Tim 
obtain, I see how the conflict may be rccouciki. 
Mr. Ha i.i., of Buchanan. It is now but a ft* 
minutes of 12 o'clock, ami I therefore call the 
previous question. 

Mr. McCi.vko. I would inquire, Mr. Pnsl- 
dent— 

The Ciiaib. The gentleman is out of order. 
Mr. MrCi.iriU!. I simply rise for inquiry. I 
desire to know if the previous question nbooH 
not be sustained, what would be the effect? WottM 
it not make the whole subject lie over until to- 
morrow ? 
The Cll.UK. Such would be the effect. 
Mr. McChuh. Then I trust that the gentle- 
man will withdraw his motion for the previosi 
question. 

The motion for the previous question was pat. 
and sustained. 

The question next being on the adoption pf tkt 
substitute offered by Mr Redo, it was answers! 
afllrmatively by the following vote : 

ArES — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Bsit," 
Birch, Brown, Calhoun, Caycc, Chenault, CoUls, 
Cormingo.Crawford, Doniphan, Donnell, Doughi 
Drake, Dunn, Frayser, Flood, Gamble, Given*, 
Gorin, Gravely, Hall of Buchanan, Harbin, 
Hatcher, Holt, Howell, Hudgins, Kidd, Knott, 
Marmaduke, Marvin, Matson, McCormlck, Mc- 
Dowell, MeFerrun, Moss, Noell, Norton, Phillips,! 
Pipkin, Rankin, Boy, Redd, Ritchcy, Ross, Saw- 
yer, Sayur, Shackelford of Howard, Shtclej, 



17 



;., Zimmer- 

liwsn H 

r, Gantt, Hall of 

tieock, 

ill, Jackson, Jamison, 

"i, Long, Maupin, Mc- 

oy, Rowland. 

Bmfth of I,inn, Smith 

, mm u 1 1 .3 Wright— 30. 

■ ji'rd. 

Chair :i. Cesar* Radd, Wright and 

aa tt. lee to wait apon Mr. 

i <iil. 
isrd, tiTu 1 Mr l'omcroy appointed in liis. 

aomro to giro notice to Mr. 

Ion of tlie Convention. 

*» the Convention hud deter- 
to hare o|k'U session, he would dean ii es- 
th# proceedings should be correctly 
O WB> "i l-iyiir of seeur 

• d reporters, 

red by 
I to the same subject. 
w«]ution was read by the Secretary. 

ST roao to inquire whether the Con- 
i authorized to appoint and pay its Ke- 




t. I understand the law calling this 

i gJv\» them all the power as to >:< 

rants which the Legislature of tho State 

tluui i*ry under the rules, for 

icr of sessions, to pay reporters. I suppose, 

rr, (here is no question as to tho authority 

Jonrfii iloy and pay reporters tf 

tak proper. And while I am up, Mr. 

nay as well say that I Think it ray 

mt that tin* Convention should bile the 

means to be reported correctly. It is sup- 

lu the least— that we arc a body 

ant character, and if we are reported 

t is very proper and right that we should 

For this reason I have 

ion. 

EiATcitRH. I wontd ask, Mr. President, 
d when the reports shall be published — 
r in newspapers or pamphlet form , or how ? 
."ti»i«. The reports will be tnado for the 
■0 Convention, and the Convention may 
ny disposition of (hem, f imagine, which 

m 

|nr*Uon was then taken un the resolution, 
ikflhuiaUn 
declared ado | 
i»tn appointed Messrs. Wflson, Birch, 
Randolph, as the Committoe. 




Mr. Fosteib offered a resolution declining W. 
anna Par Eke I 
and said : 

In presenting (hH resolution, Mr 
think it must be very apparent lo thi- Oonvent&Mi 
ih.it ii Bergeant-at-anns will be necei*ary. Al- 
though tho Committee, in making their report, 
thought proper, for reasons I suppose satit'ai'tory 
to themselves, not to designate such an officer as 
necessary in Jefferson dry, y«t it b evfatenl wt 
shall need one here. I have simply to add that 
Mr. Bank- 1 1 i* w.-ll qualified to disclr 

iiit-at-anns. He is a woriliy, | 
itizen, and resides North of the MJ 
ttfaTj 'un '-, notwithstanding, a goodfound man. 
iter.] 

Mr. SnEELET offered as a substitute for Mr 
Foster's resolution, that the Convention now pro- 
ceed to the slocllon of ■ Sergeant at A 

Mr, CiiKMAtLT. I will cull the Choir's inten- 
tion to the thirty-seventh rule. It Menu to me 
thai our action is in conflict « itli thai rule. 

The CriAtn. Tho Chair is aware of th:, 
This does not violate that rule. 

The substitute was. thereupon adopted, and the 
it ion proceeded to the election of Se 
at Anna. 

The following gentlemen were put in nomina- 
tion: 

W. D. Bartlett, of Macon county, Julin Store, 
of St. Louis, Dr. J. M. Martin, of Call 
county, Calvin 1'arls, of Bt Loob county, and 
Col. Grover, of Johnson county. 

A ballot was taken with the following result ; 

Bartlett, 37; Stove, 1; Martin, II; Paris, 2; 
G rover, 38. 

The names of Martin and Stove were with- 
drawn. 

The Convention was proceeding with a second 

ballot, when tho committee arrived with the 

Hon. L. J, Glenn, Coaimissioner from the State 

■ i rgia. 

Mr. Glexs, after having been introduced to 
tho President and the Convention, spoke us fol- 
low.-. - 

COKMISSIOSTBB GLENH's SPEECH. 

Jlfr. President and Gentlemen of the Missouri 
Convention : On the 19th day of January, a Con- 
vention of tho people of the State of Georgia 
adopted an ordinance of secession, which I beg 
leave to read and present to this Convention. 
They also adopted a resolution appointing com- 
missioners to tho various States, which I will 
read. | Mr. Glenn hero read the ordinance of se- 
cession passed by the State of Georgia, and the 
resolution referring to his appointment a* Commis- 
sioner,) Under that resolution, gentlemen of the 
Convention, I had the honor to be appointed a 
Commissioner from the State of Georgia to the 
State of Missouri, and having read and pr 
to you the ordinance of secession *n& Vh» ■ 



tion, my duty might be considered M Inn i 
perforate ! Ii i-, parhaj 

••. which I represent; and the State of ftUa- 

1 1 .it. wi:!i y-mr p--i in i-.-ivii, I dull accom- 
un hi of my duty with a few brief 
remark*. 1 propose to trespass upon yum pa- 
tience but a short time. 

- pod Ion because 
of any dfesatialactiou with the Constitution, be- 
tcrlon with the General 
Government when administered io accordance 
with the -ijiirit of that OomtitU I N'ortb- 

om confederates h is t. . ilml imuru- 

BQDt, Ii they had carried out •' Consti- 

tuiiui: according to ltd spirit and letter, Georgia, 

!• .ii among the first to adopt rhe Federal 

been :i nii>ri ■_' the last to 

have abandoned, tl ie General Government. The 

«ihn which have opcr.. and impel 

the State of Georgia, one or the old thirteen 

one of tii".--' which pawed through du Bre 
and bloat] of the Revolution, to sever the deaths! 
bound, her to fh ment of her father*, have 

been enunciated, and read and understood of all 

i sot, gerxtlemn, propose to enter into any- 
tliuig like a detailed history of the rise and pre« 

.,rid present position o(" the anti-slav i 
ing of the North. To do so would be a reflection 
iipi.m | uur intelligence— au ahnsc of your in lul- 
u I an aanmption on my part of an un- 
necessary task. 
The first occasion, upon which this feeling of 

v among the people of the Northern States 
I ( position of hostility was, I believe, the 
application of your own people, then a Territory, 
rue a ■lmi.-.-k'n Into the Federal Union. With (he 
lilslory and residt «.jf that straggle you 
!nil:ir. 1 need not recite it. Without aannmlng a 

1 aspect or organization, the Abol 
■B a few years after this OTent formed MM 

I kbllshednewspapers at different points. In 
New York, Boston nnd other plaoes, they began 
to teach the mind of tho rising generation. The; 
began to preach their doctrines from tho pulpit, 
and but a few years elapsed before this anti- 
slavery feeling Lad so for overcome and taken 

• ion o f the religions mind of th c North that 

(as you remember Io i>iii they d 
office one of their ablest men, to- wit: Bishop Ak- 
Dit£w, of Georgia, fbr no other m tbnit 

he had Intermarried with a lady in Georgia who 
was possessed of a fow negroes in her own 
right. It was then, you recollect, that tho 
Southern Methodists dissolved their connection 
with then- Fanatical bo-tkren of the North. The 
same feeling; and spirit Of opposition to tho 
Southern interest and institutions— the same fan- 
atical spirit tf you please— entered into the Bap- 
tist church and soon after brought about an 
. a separation of that denomination. And, 



in truth, gentlemen of Hiasonii, so far Ii 

fading taken possession a 

that at this time there on !accs a 

■ 
tlie Southern chni I 
and 'Ii '. oted to it* • suae, " 

might tan 
expected, this feeling entered Into the p 
organisation of the Hie Aboliliot 

of die North, for many fttn, t 

i/ations uf the country, bul 
session of one of them an 
every man knows who It I 

I parties of the country, tim' 
end "i" the old W\ was ai 

able alone to thi> cause. Even Mr. I 
bis I'H.cr, anil with ajl his influcu 
sure, the Whig organisation from the wii 

and Influence of this i 
some years thereafter an ■ >-al or) 

tion, the American party, arose — as was M 
the ruins of l>otu the old political organ!] 
discarding the evils of both, and oumbini 
virtues or both. It lived lor a while, so I 
it was confined within the limits of Stale ( 
ments, and you remember that no soon* 
the delegates of this party from the Nor 
Sonth, in 18So, met in couven 
Philadelphia, than they disagreed «ud did 
refer nee to the slave question, and 
then that the delegates from 
ern States, or most of them wi 
and went into a convention « 
more congenial principles and 
Pittsburgh, and llu-re Mr. 1-hi.mot w» 
nated. You n nicmlit r tl 
be was nominnie.l, I will not 
by rending it. You will remember 
( iple therein advocated was that il was th 
the right and power of Congress to 
men of the South with their prop 
comfaon territory of tho Union. Yon will 
remember, gentlemen, what a 
in the election that followed. You vivid! 
Let t that straggle, and that It was only at 
most superhuman effort on the part of the 
eratic party, the conservative portion of t 
pie of the North, that Mr. Krcnawj 
elected. 

Well, gentlemen, four yen 
Within that lime docs the anti-slaw 
tho North subside ? Is there 
hostility of (ha Northern peopi' 
tutions and rights of th 
those four years what have the people of i 
seen and witnessed? They i 
furmation of Emigrant Aid Societies fat t 
po^e of sending men into the common Tei 
of rhe country for no other object than to I 
the men of Georgia and men of Miasour 
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Bcaend their own ami your own people 

to, mm! ; " Kansas moistened with 

a other crime 

of their own 

annul rights. Within that time, | 

*een the Governor ot a non-slave- 
le refusing to deliver a fugi- 

"ii Ihc demand of 
veruur of the State of Kentucky, 
it it Is no crime to 
■our slaves to have yon. Within thai 
nie thnn sixty Re- 
: :arii/a!ion at the North, 
riimindlng the infamous senti- 
wtaloed in I Hook, and 1 1 

>m;:»l«te perse veranoe of one of the Mi-- 
pre&entotive* in urging: M* resolution to 
[ would have witnessed one of tin' 
to endorsed the book elevated to the 
►hip. She has witnessed, moreover, with- 
fonr yrars almost every State North of 
inder the influence 
urof > i an organization of the 

She 1ms seen within that time the true 
e constitutional men of the North cut 
e after another, and in every case and on 
cession where the opportunity has oc- 
•wty trn*and constitutional man in the 
tes, wish but one excep- 
'-- izist fonr years, has been swept 
il In led by a Re- 

tire of the Republican party. 
is seen within that time, as I h:i 

he States of the North pass under 

eaceand into the hands of this organiza- 

hw »«n their Executive, their Judicial 

r legislative Departments — all their of- 

lieal to the lowest, from the 

hroogh every intermediate grade to 

—filled with the representatives ot 

nhUcan organization. Not only so, but, 

MM four year*, Georgia has seen an or- 

band descending upon the soil of Virgin- 

g possess! m of the arsenal and property 

tovernment, and there pouring out the 

tedding the in no cut blood, of Virginia's 

for the Avowed purpose of liberating the 

'the Be 

railcmen, these four years have passed 

Ml the Republican organization — a see- 

grtnir" done in the North- 

a: wi ption of a few thousand 

ihc South; I say this organization, sec- 

Bsogmphical— an organization against 

he Father of his Country 

ii people, met in Convention 

grof Chicago, and there proclaimed and 

1 a platform of principles to the world. 

i , this same platform U to be found 

1 and In object, to the one which was 




.tghin 1850; it is a*. 

ingress hus the pgwn aad right, 

aye, and that it !• it-, duty, to exclude thr 
Crn man and his property from the Territories, 
belonging alike to the North and (he Smith, to 
the East and the Treat. They nominated their 
candidate- on thl- platform. They go before the 
people— the ides of November roll around — what 
is the result? Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Hnmlin arc 
elected by nn overwhelming majority of the pop- 
ular rate bo the North. 

Now, gentlemen, we have not only to louk to 
the platform of this party for the principles and 
objects which they avow, but we niuit also look 
(and so the State of Georgia has done) to the 
principles and objects avowed by the can 1 ' 
win* have bci Itepuhilcan n 

tasation, Mr. Lincoln, the Pn •:, sub- 

scribes to the platform adopted in Chicago. Not 
only so, but he avuwed the principles contained 
In it long before be was nominated, nod enuncia- 
ted the doctrine that Congress had the power to 
exclude the Southern man from going into tod 
Territories with h if property. He sold that U 'bj 
were a member of Congress he would get* to 
effect this cxclu -ion, regardless of the decisions of 
the Supremo tribunal of the country. Not oak 
so, but he has avowed the irrepressible, conflict. 
Georgia saw all this and declared that the North- 
ern mind would never become easy and qntet 
upon this question until it was satisfied that 
slavery was put in a coarse of nl din ate extinction. 
Georgia has looked to his published declarations 
and opinions in order to ascertain the objects and 
views and opinions of the Republican organi/.u 
tion. Not stopping there, she has looked to ■.],.- 
declarations of the representative men of the Re- 
publican organization. She has looked to the 
views and opinions as expressed by Mr. Seward, 
Mr. Sumner, Mr. Wilson and others, both in and 
out of Congress, for the purpose of arriving at and 
ascertaining what was the ultii | of the 

Republican organization in reference to the Insti- 
tution of shivery. She has not confined herself to 
them, but in order to ascertain more clearly, If you 
please, the object, she has gone into the county 
meetings and Suite Conventions, whieh may pro- 
bably be a more true reflex of the principles and 
objects of the party, than the declaration of its 
representative men, and considered their action 
and resolutions. Looking at all these things— 
looking at the national platform : at the tttmtg 
and State platforms; at the declarations published 
of Mr. Lincoln himself; at the declaration and 
avowals of the representative men of the party, 
Georgia came to the conclusion that it was the 
avowed object of the Republican organization 
to put slavery and the government upon 
such a track as that slavery might ultimately be 
put in a course of ultimata extinction — that it 
was their object to. surround, tat s.lB.ietaiXdtaui, 
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Stated with a circle of free States, and thereby 
cause the institution (to use their own language) 
to sting itself to death. Seeing these things, be- 
lieving, gentlemen of Missouri, that there was no 
hope in the future— looking to the end and seeing 
nothing bnt danger und destruction to her people 
an 1 hee beat interest!— aye, seeing that there was 
an antagonism, an irreconcilable antagonism, if 
yon ['lease, between the two sections of the coun- 
try—believing, if yon please, that there is a dif- 
ference of principles, of civilisation between tho 
North and South, and feeling that this dif- 
ference would never be reconciled, Georgia 
thought it was best there should be a peace- 
able separation. Hence, gentlemen, she has 
adopted her ordinance of secession, and she 
invites all slave-holding States to unite with 
her, and among them the State of Missouri— to 
unite with her in forming a Southern Confed- 
eracy—believing that, If they all will unite in 
forming a Southern Confederacy, we shall 
thereby have a government combining, as it 
were, every variety of soil and climate, embrac- 
ing, as It will, a people homogeneous in views, in 
feelings, in sympathies and interests. With u 
government scenting equal rights to all and every 
State and every citizen, she thinks that a future 
will be presented full of power and greatness to 
the Union, of happiness and prosperity to tho 
people. 

Mr. President nnd Gentlemen of the Conven- 
tion: In the name of my State and for myself 
Individually, I bog yon to accept my grateful ac- 
knowledgment, for tho kind reception und re- 
spectful hearing yon have given me, (mingled 
applause and hisses among tho audience, which 
lasted for some time, and was subdued with 
some difflcnlty by the President.) 

The Secretary read the result of the second 
ballot for Scrgcant-at-Arms, as follows : 
For W. 1). Bartlett, 311; Col. Grovcr, 54. 
Col. Gbuver having received a majority of all 
tho votes cost, he was declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Welch, the Convention ad- 
journed to meet again on Tuesday, (this) morn- 
ing, at 10 o'cloek. 



FOURTH DAY. 

St. Lon*. March 6th, 1801- 

Mct at 10 o'clock, a. m. 

Mr. President in the chair. 

The President. I will observe to the gentle- 
man of the lobby that good order should be pre- 
served — that no cheering will be allowed on any 
occasion — that however disagreeable it may be to 
the presiding officer of this body to clear the spec- 
tators from the lobby, it will become his impera- 
tive duty to do so, unless order is preserved. 



Mr. Camphell, Assistant Secretary 
journal of yesterday. 

The President announced corns 
follows : 

Committee on Federal Relation* 
Gamble, Henderson, Kcdd, Hall of 1 
Tindall, Doniphan, Hall of Buchanan, 
Hough, Sawye*, Douglass, Chcnault oi 
roy. 

Committee on Accoi-nts.— Messrs. 

ford of Howard, Pipkin and Harbin. 

Mr. Hatcher suggested that the Ho 

son Hough, delegate from the '.'5th di 

sworn In. 

The President requested Judge Brack h 
administer the oath, who thereupon c 
ward und administered the oath to Mr. '. 
Mr. Pomkkot. I rise for the purpose i 
to this Convention that Mr. llill of T 
member of this Convention, is disabled 
tending by sirkness. I make this mi 
justice to Mr. Hill. 

The Chair. Does the gentleman 
motion ? 

Mr. Pomerot. I suppose the mere 
of the fact is sufficient. I, therefore, 
motion to make. 

Mr. Howell presented the folio winf 
tlons, for reference to the Committee on 
Relations, which were read by the Sccrc 
Rewired, That we, the people of the Stai 
souri, by our delegates in Convention as 
being ardently attached to the Union of tl 
in this Confederacy, and desirous of msi 
and transmitting it to succeeding gen 
according to the letter and spirit of the C 
tion, which we regard as the highest < 
statesmanship yet made. 

In view, however, that seven States ! 
their sovereign capacity adopted ordinal) 
clartng their connection with the Gcner 
eminent dissolved, nnd have further i 
that they are a confederated Government 
themselves : and several other States are c 
ting as to a withdrawal from the Unit 
that in our opinion any force levied agai 
Statos that have declared this withdra 
that may so declare, by tho General Gove 
would destroy all hopo of reconstructing 
serving the Union; 

Do earnestly remonstrate and protest 
any and all coercive measures or attempt 
crcion of said States into submission to th 
ral Government, whether clothed with tto 
or pretext of executing the laws of the Ut 
otherwise, and we declare that in such 
gency Missouri will not view tho same * 
difference. 

Resolved, That tho President of tho G 
Hon cause a copy of the foregoing resolni 
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ctf ully laid before the President of the 
States. 

hair. The resolution goes to tho com - 
■ ithout a motion. 
edd offered the following: 
■ed, by tbo people of the State of Mis- 
. convention assembled, That wo arc un- 
r opposed to the doctrine of coercion, he- 
hat any attempt to carry it into practice 
itvitably result in civil war, and forever 
ail hopes of preserving or reconstructing 
■a. 

believing, wc deem it due to our North- 
it-rn to declare that it is the dctcrmiua- 
Itc people of Missouri, in the event of any 
i State being invaded for the purpose of 
: such doctrine into effect, to take their 

the aide of their Southern brethren to rc- 
nvaders at all hazards. [Applause in the 

n a i n. The Doorkeeper will rcqidre those 
who have been cheering to leave the 
The resolution just read will go to the 
ee without a motion. 
*ntt. I think it wonld be very cxpedi- 
thL-i Convention should give direction to 
can tat- Arms to require all sjiectttton to 
1, and not to admit any more as soon as 
:ars are filled. 

ieckineidoe. I am informed that the 
:-at-Arms elect is not yet in the city. 
iiaib. I received a telegraphic dispatch 
i, stating that he would be here in the 
a. 

tF.CKINKIUGE. The gentleman no doubt 
jure as soon as he can, but in the mcan- 
a a Id suggest the propriety of appointing 
Courins temporary Sergeant. Captain 
is well-known to all of us who arc resi- 
this city and to his kindness wo arc al- 
gely indebted. I hare no doubt he would 
leient. 

ixih. The gentlemen will please reduce 
positions to writing. 
. Gastt and Bueckiniuim-.k thereupon 
heir propositions in wiiting, and they 
srally adopted by the Convention, 
option of Mr. Gantt's resolution was the 
r a general rush for scats in the lobby. 
jNUEiisox offered the following rcsolu- 
ch was adopted : 

ed, That a committee of five members 
nted by the President, to whom shall 1k> 
:he communications made to the Con- 
by the Hon. Luther J. Glenn, Cotumis- 
>m the State of Georgia, and that they 
the Convention such action us they may 
»pcctfal and suitable response thereto 
rt of this State. 
ition of Mr. Pipkin, Master Long was 

1 as a page of the Convention. 



Mr. Ritchey eave tho following notice in 
writing : "I now give notice to the members of 
this Convention that I will on to-morrow move to 
rescind that part of the 18th rule adopted, mak- 
ing it the duty of each member making a propo- 
sition to read it in his place to the Convention. 

Mr. Smith, of St. Louis: Mr. President, I 
hold a resolution in my hand, providing for a new 
Committee, which I believe, will be of essential 
service to this Convention. There must be a 
great anxiety felt throughout the State, to know 
what this Convention will do, and what powers it 
possesses. Now, sir, there is a great anxiety also 
to know what it trill vot do. I am disposed by 
this resolution, to put matters in such a train 
that all will learn what ibe Convention will do in 
a very short time, that is, as soon as the commit- 
tee has reported. 

Sir, in the calling of the Convention, there are 
certain matters laid down that this Convention 
shnll attend to, nnd although I do not acknow- 
ledge that the creator, as the Legislature has been 
recently called, has any power to say to us what 
we shall do and what we shall not do, still we 
are called under an act of the Legislature, and I 
take it that whatever the people understood we 
were to do — whatever powers the people under- 
stood they were giving to us at the time they 
elected us, those we have, and no others— 

The Chair. I will say to the gentlemau that 
there is no question before the House at all until 
his proposition is read by the Secretary. 

Mr. Smith. I believe it is proper I should ex- 
plain my resolution, aud conclude by moving it* 
adoption. 

The Chair. You can read your resolution if 
you chocse to do so, or yon* may send it to tho 
Secretary to be read by him. As it is now, the 
Chair docs not know whether yon are confining 
yourself in your remarks to tho subject under con* 
siderntion or not 

Mr. ShiTii thereupon handed the Secretary his 
resolution, who read as follows : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven members, 
one from each Congressional district, bo consti- 
tuted, whose duty it shall be to take into consider- 
ation and propose to this Convention such action 
as tho welfare and interest of the State shall re- 
quire, nnd also to report what measures, if any, 
are demanded under existing circumstance* for 
vindicating tho sovereignty of the State and the 
protection of its instil in ions. 

Mr. Smith read from tho call of the Legisla- 
ture for a Convention, and contended that the ap- 
pointment of a special committee, in accordance 
with his resolution, would be highly appropriate. 
My reason, he continued, for offering this resolu- 
tion is that wc find various opinions prevailing 
throughout the State, particularly in the interior, 
in regard to what the Convention shall do. It 
has been asserted in sn. taterUw w«\\ WwX \ 



lately visited, and in a very respectal >lc » ■ . 
that Ltwaa | : uttOD to swal- 

low the Legislature of Missouri — to - 
sir. | Laughter.) It was said Li 

man that they had created n great Le- 
viathan thru was to > wallow op the in 
iin tailing: of iciirw all those gentlemen that rom- 

liiit respectable body of which I now speak. 
meil tocxpresagreat f > . 

. I wi«h il im- 
ItntOOd that so lar us I am concrnm], ' I 

tea — ami I suppose that [hi! Con 
lias no such idea as to perform that wonderful Kl 
of deglutition. [Laughter.) Bat if it il tic in- 
tention of this Convention to swallow up that Le- 
gislature,. I beg leave to excuse myself from par- 
taking in that art. I have a very sow throat, sir, 
and in> physician tells nic that 1 must not swal- 
low anything that I* calculated to irritate, and if 
I ban to -wallow my •ban of that very res pacta- 

Iy, I should beg to he excused from having 
•lint very peppery gentleman who made this re- 
mark passed upon me as my portion. [flcetl 
hinghii >i allow him nt all, 

.Mi thm is of peppery ladlaagreeablc to my throat, 

■i pepper particularly. [Hummed lauj;h- 

Now. rir, I I '"-r reason for not trianlng 

rtu th:it portion of the duties which may 

ntion. Iain very cerium 

i -In ml. I -wallow that very liery and pep- 

. ' ntlciuan, he would not stay 'wallowed, I 

,1111 gulf thai he WOOM kick, and would not stay 

there. But whether he WOOld oj.cr.ite on tnecmcrj- 

■reatbartlcally, I would have that for my 

fiiiinl he e, i Dr. Linton,) who is in the medical 

line, 10 determine. | Laughter. | At any rati-, I 

do not wish to nan anything BO do with i 

Now, sir, as for the Legislature being the crea- 

t or Mini eatures, I lia\e nothing to Bay 

t. That may be so. As to the Convention 
moving from Jefferson City to this . ity. to a 
so/ter place, as the gentleman— the peppery geti- 
i!<-m an— remarked, I confess the toft impeach- 
It it a sorter place thun Jefferson, and I 
hope it always will remain 10. it i- said, sir, that 
we are fugitives from justice because we did not 
to stay in the small hall of justice that 
was selected for us ut Jefferson. Let them lay 
what they like about that. I am rare that I was 
satisfied with the accommodations that had there 
been provided, but wo saw very plainly that the 
].■ .Mature could not go on while we were th en 
The Set-scant was kept busy all the time, bring- 
ing in the members. 

Mr. Gamule. I rise to call the gentleman to 
order. I lie tttasuajoa he is now engaged in has 
no i ' In: ji hi to the subject before the house. 

Mb Bkiib, What is thodedflkmoi the Chair? 

i in- 1 nun. The Obeli boras that the i 
order is well taken. Tut gentleman is discussing 



•'iy Irrelevant to the suhjo 

Ifr. Batrrn . 1 am willing to 

thee: ten. I hav 

, to say, [laughter,, and I wil 

saying one thing which 1 suppose will bt 
i and that i», rhat 1 do no: « Uh i. 
I ing part in the proceeding* horr I ■ 

more to say no on one gTen! 

posed trould como np I I nylhll 

•tlvely. Sir, I could n 

say a few words in regard t' i 

I heard in Jefferson City the other 

that I have accomplished my purpose, I 

draw the resolution, beeaUM 

on thai committee. [Laughter 

« i.-lii-s the resolution to pass land I thiul 

proper one) he can easip 
Mr. Fostr*. Som>' . 

of the Hall would desire the 

again. They did not hi 

read the first lime, an I . thej 

tied to know the nature of ■ i 

been before the House. 

TheCuslR. The resolution is ulin 

Mr. Wilsok. A§ there seems to bo i 
bask I invention, no 

give the commit. report,] m 

j. Mini until J o'clock. Lost. Aj'cs 23; 
counted. 

Mr. lIi.M»i.nsoK. 1 andcrvtan I it wlU 
saiy to have some printing i 
tion, and I desire to offer a rcsob 

.-ulijr.-t. 

Beaolved, That a committee of thrj 
pointed by the President, wl 
to contract for any and all ^ 
ordered by the i onvention, and thut t 
their action as early as practicable 

Mr. In win, I move to adjourn to 

P. M. 

Mr. I'-eiiMiiii. m>. Before tli, -it . 
would inquire whether the committee 
the gentleman sometime ago bos b 

The Chair. It bu* not. The Clials] 

announce tin an 

tnittee on Printing— Messrs, I 
Howell and Woolfolk. 

Mr. Welsh. I desire to offer the fol 

Be it ordained and declared 
the State of MusOuri in ■ 
at follows ; 

The Legislature shall have no powj 
special laws for the following purposes 

First— to establish, change or vacate 
road. Second— to deiare minors of ad 
purpose. Third— to authorize Uic sulci 
estate except that belonging to the Stall 
Legislature shall have power to pass la 
thorizc courts to do and perform ail tl 






bo central and uniform if. 

r«-*KR. Im< on the tabic. 

I desire to offer a resolution in 
it mar be referred to the committee to 
"ion offered by the 
i from Plko, (Mr. n 

•!<ion Jiuvi- r 

mmi-i-ioner from 

g thu* man- 

nf i lie people of Missouri to 

d .'ncssto any voice from 

i >f this Union, ft*] it is 

the sovereignty v, resents re- 

::.i declaration ol dissent of 

"uri from the proposal which 

lOffcrsthrough bermes- 

rred to committee to he appointed under 
rnderaon's resolution. 
At. Ghat. 

k*d, Thai. Col. A. W. Doniphan be re- 
I to address the Convention in reference to 
he Peace Conference. 

DoXll-R.^. Ihardly know what | 

■ess ihem abont. As for 

of the Oonvi lusions 

■posed to rlic Constitu- 

■ !l these have been 
in mil the journals, and, of course, 

> the inspection of the 
i of fall Convention. If It la desired to 
attlt- 1 mod there, why, 

If it l>n the plca^nre of the • 

:li, a member of this Conven- 
er, whom I sec in the lobby, 
pan give the Convention our opinion 
batter now or any other time. 

has, Mr. President and Gentlemen 

ion: i was appointed as one of the 

from to go !■• a 

u i« been called a Peace Con- 

unibreiice recommended by the Btate of 

-he had asked a conference 

■ in relation to the difficulties 
i il that ii"-.v surround tlil> 

and the Legislature of my Slate 
late mo as one of the in- 
als to > he interest and honor of 

in that Convention. [ went there en- 
ion thai I presume is in accord- 
ni of a large majority of the 
ion: namely, that the 
the revolution in pro 

"t HOW, ■*:]-■ CSUSOd hv 

element of strifl — ili.it w* have no 
i for the difficulties that now 




i iiuntry save the qvMtfov of 
negro slaverv — that our nation was 
more prosperous in all the prr; 

• - 1 i i lit'-, a free and happy people fhi 

i commerce was exte'; 

prosperous as it ever has been; that our sail.* 

1 1 every sea, and our flag floated under 
. : that wc were respected at hoti 
abroad, and involved in no conflict with any 
foreign nation ; that white we were standing in 

1 relations to all the rest of the world; 
wiiii. ivc were In the moal prosperous condition 
that a nation could enjoy ; while we were blessed 
wiili nhundaucc at home; while the great Valley 
Of the Misslssf pppi in which *K live, ami whoso 
centre we occupy, exten' 1 "f the 

ABeghanfef lo tlie crest of the Roelty Mem: 

:- Muting millions of tlm world from 
overflowing granaries, and clothes tlic nal 
its cotton; that while, therefore , we wen in the 
mo°t prospcrotis condition, with our commerce, 
agricultures and manufactures community in- 
creasing, there was nothing to interrupt this 
prosperity with the exception of this solitary 
question agitating us at home— the question of 
negro slavery. It naturally M 

mind thai in order to restore Iwrmo: 
union, dint question roust be removal from ttfl 
arena of politics— t! i be no rest 

lonv, peace and qniet unless that qaostion 
is removed. That question has interpo 
MM ihe North and the South and craatsd ■ .11- 
ii inn, and you may plaster it (•■•.-elh'T I 
please; you ni.iv try BpaJ or anything 

elm in the WlXM but you cannot Mag it together 
nmil tola qoestSofl L, »nd when this 

!i is removed it will unite itself Thi 
tion has been raised, what is the best plan t<» rc- 
move il •' It i- well Uimwu tha 

JWM MMBM like thi-, originating in equality, 
having il in t a* the vi ty essence aw d foundiitimi 
our institutions — for this government, in its revo- 
lution, was unlike Unit of nnv ihe rea- 
son that but one single sentiment p 
hearts of our fathers — one single, vital 
and that was that all men art DO '■ 
that are capable of self-government— thut I 
distinguished it from all i lotions in Am 

world, and on that principle the Government 
ained, the principle of equality among 
Slates and individual*, and of equal protection 
to property; and when we have this removed, of 
course the very essence, foundations and pillars 
of this Government arc destroyed and it ran no 
longer axlst Now, if there is a truth in oil |OT- 
ernment.-, it is Mint nationality and sectionalism 
cannot exist at the same time; they waantfnt* 
antagonistic and cannot flourish healthfully 
the s.amo body politic. Sectionnii 
Rtroys, withers and crushes out ni 
there is eertiounli ratia to Voa «\n.\* j 



24 



slavery propagandist!!, or at the North in the 
shape of nliolitii inL-ffi, nationality cannot exist, 
and th>- vital clement of the whole Union is 
crush< >1 out. This sectionalism docs exist. For 
twenty years it bus lacn growing upon us North 
and Smth. There have I>ccu fiery spirits in one 
portion of the Union who have administered 
aliment to discontented spirits in another por- 
tion of the Union, and this has gone 
on until a gulf bo* lx-en created between the 
North and South which has broadened an 1 deep- 
ened mil il a revolution has now seperuted one 
Portion from Ihe other. The object, therefore, is 
to destroy sectionalism. It has now assumed a 
gigantic chape. It has now calumniated in the 
election of two nun to power, both of whom live 
in the North, and have been placed on u platform 
which is antagonistic to thc'Sotith — entirely, in its 
whole iifl|«ct, antagonistic to one portion of the 
nation. And take out from that platform this an- 
tagonism to the South and the essence of that par- 
ty is destroyed. I do not say that tho whole 
blame devolves upon the North. I admit many 
Imprudent men have done many imprudent 
things ut the South, calculated to inllame the 
minds of men sit the North. But wo must take 
matters as they are— wc must take this revolution 
as it is— and wc find that this revolution has grown 
out of the triumph of sectionalism, and that triumph 
has weakened the cords that bind us together, 
and disintegration is the natural consequence. 

Wo talk of the revolution inaugurated at the 
South, but no revolution has been inaugurated 
there. The revolution in this Government has 
been progressing for the last twenty years, and it 
has progressed until it culminated lu-t fall in the 
triumph of this sectional party. That is the rev- 
olution that has destroyed our nationality and 
equality— a revolution that was successful on the 
full day of November last — a revolution that has 
caused the fulling oil" of States in the South and 
the disintegration of this Government. The fall- 
ing off of these states is not the cause but the 
consequence of the revolution that preceded it — 
it i> nothing more. As well or as logical would 
it he to say that when the lightning cleaves its 
way through the forest and destroys the branches 
mid rit h foliage of so me mighty oak that the 
falling away of its branches and the withering of 
its foliage is the cause of the destruction of thut 
tree. It is not the withering of tlii> foliage or 
the falling away of these branches that causes 
ihe destruction of that oak, but it i> the bolt 
from heaven that shuttered and destroyed its 
clement- of vitality. It is this sectionalism thut 
has Ktiickcu down tho nationality of this Govern- 
ment; it is ibis sectionalism that has grown up 
like a upas and poisoned everything around it, 
whi- h liu- been the cause of the revolution that is 
now destroying tho vitulity of this Government. 
A u. I in order to restore it back, and unite the 



parts that have been thrown off, yon mat 
move this apple of discord upon which this 
tionnl party have fed ami fattened, during its 
tire progress. To do that, we felt that it wa 
sential that amendments should be adopted t< 
Constitution that should settle thi< question i 
and forever. The Crittenden amendments * 
offered, and I deemed these amendments as 
ing tho thing properly suited to remove this q 
tion now and for all time, to settle this a ties 
of ihoTerritoiiesoti the basis of 3d dcg. 3-'i n 
nnd lo remove this whole subject beyond the a: 
of polities. We first had Mr. Crittenden's am 
ment, but it was voted down; then we had 
Guthrie's proposition — that was the ( 
tenden proposition with the backbone 
of it — nnd Mr. Johnson's amendment, wl 
took out a few more hones, and destroyed its sh 
and then Mr. Franklin's amendment , which 
may call a boned turkey— the whole thing Ik 
a sort of shapeless mass, without a bone in 
and that was presented and Missouri vi 
again-t it, I giving the caning vote myself, 
of my colleagues voting one way and two am 
cr, none of the delegation, however, being in 
vor of it. I dc.dred the amendment should > 
tain an acknowledgment of tho right in si 
property and its ample protection, but not 
word could we got into it in regard to master 
slave, or protection, but all these things » 
stricken out, leaving it entirely to tho judicial 
t-Mons ; iiinl therefore I preferred tho Constitn 
of the United States as it stands now to any f* 
less interpretation to be decided hereafter. Tl 
judicial constructions are always for the sir 
and never for the weak, and if minorities arc 
be protected, It mu>t be by specific cnactnu 
Majorities can always find sufficient provision 
the Constitution to create Banks or a tariff, or 
siroy them, but at the same time not I 
authority fur that protection to the io 
tutions of a minority, which may be requir 
We desired these guaranties but they were 
jeetcd. In rejecting this proposition wfc 
was oH'cn d us, wo did not necessarily say 1 
souri m ;-i go out of the Union. We said noth: 
except i was tatter to live under tho Cotisiitut 
that we hud than to make up patchwork alwnt 
definite compromises. I de-ire to have nothiii) 
that sort. If we arc to have our rights, I dt> 
to know it fully, entirely and cxprosly; bat: 
to accept this proposition, and thereby be f 
eluded from any other indemnity. I am not « 
ing to take a dry lame. I voted against it, au 
would do it iig.iin. These were the motives f 
governed us siud our votes. We had but one oh, 
in view, anil th.it was to remove this question em 
ly from the arena of politics, and givou-'h gum 
tees to slaveholding States that are now in to 
main, and induce the States that are uow 
eventually to come back. I believe, if Cong 
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hod parsed Each an amendment, and the North 
had acquiesced, the Southern States would come 
in, not at the present, perhaps, hot in the course 
of time. 

The Chair. Under the resolution offered hy 
the gentleman from Pike (Mr. H-nderson) the 
Chair will appoint the folio win;; committee: 
Messrs. Henderson, Birch, Howell, Stewart, 
Wright, Marvin nnd Knotr. 

By Mr. Allen. A resolution that the sessions 
or the Convention shall henceforth commence at 
10 o'clock in the morning and 3 o'clock, r. m. 

On motion of Mr. Sater, 3 o'clock was strick- 
en out and the resolution adopted. 

By Mr. Allen. Resolved, Thnt the Secretary 
of this Convention be authorized to furnish pos- 
tage stamps for each of the members and officers 
of this Convention. 
Mr. Ore. On that I call the yeas and nays. 

Mr. . I move that the blank be filled with 

one hundred. 

M. Smith. I move to lay the resolution on the 
table. Motion sustained. 

By Mr. . A resolution that nil resolutions 

offered and referred to the Committee on Federal 
Relations be printed, for the use of the Conven- 
tion- Adopted. 

By Mr. . A resolution that Judge Hough 

be Invited to address the Convention on tho sub- 
ject of the Peace Congress. 

It was announced that Judge Hough was in- 
topoKd, and that his address would bo post- 
poned for the present. 

By Mr. Birch. Ordered, thnt the Committee on 

Federal Relations, and tltc Committee to which 

vm referred the communication of tho State of 

I G*«£ia, as made through her Commissioner on 

! yesterday, have leave to sit during the session of 
"w Convention. Adopted. 
By Br. Shkelv. A resolution that (Son. Coal- 
i to herequestMil to address the Convention on the 
' "ibjert of the Peace Congress. Adopted. 
; MlCoaltkk came forward and spoke as fol- 
io*!: 

GEN. COALTEB'S REXARIvS. 

I thank yon, Mr. ["resident and gentlemen of 
to Convention, for the call which you have been 
Pfensed to make upon mo. I came here with no 
a PWatfon of addressing you, but deem it my 
"""J to add a few remarks to the remarks of the 
Rfntleman who has just preceded me, ami who has 
T properly given von a history of the procccd- 
"■S* of the Peace Congress. There is one point 
■ which, according to my recollection, he does 
outspeak exactly according to the record, nnd 
•Mil this : At the first ballot, the proposition of 
*«■ he speaks, was rejected, Missouri voting in 
•f negative. There was then a motion for rccon- 
•jnoiltm, wui'-h was carried, and on that rocon- 
"dcnulon Missouri did not vote, as I understand. 



(To Col. Doniphan)— I am correct in that, I am 
not? 

Mr. DoNirniN. On the test vote as to whether 
Missouri would sup]>ort that proposition or not, 
Missouri voted ngulnst it. On the motion to re- 
consider Missouri did not vote at all, according to 
my recolcciion. When the question came up a 
second time, Missouri having placed herself right 
on the record, was perfectly willing that this 
proposition should go to tho country (not with 
her sanction) nnd therefore by the unanimous 
consent of her delegation she declined voting. 

Mr. Co alter. That is true. If Missouri had 
voted against the propositions the second time, 
they would have l>ccn rejected. But wo all 
thought that it was better that they should go 
before tho country for what they were worth. It 
was the best we could get there. The responsibi- 
lity thereafter devolved upon Congress, who might 
accept or reject them or on tho people who might 
pass upon them. So that there was no diversion of 
opinion in the Missouri Delegation, as would 
seem from the first statement of tho gentleman. 
Upon the final vote Missouri was unanimous that 
the proposition should go before the people for 
what they were worth, not believing them to 
amount to anything, but still holding that it was 
the best they could get. 

Gentlemen of the Convention : My colleague 
has very properly stated to you, that we felt how 
important was the occasion which had called us 
together, in Washington. We felt the eondidon 
of the country was such that peace was needed, 
in order to bring about any good and valuable 
results. Wo were met there by distinguished 
geutlemcn from every part of tho Union— twenty- 
one States in all — nnd wo found ono great 
difficulty in the beginning, and that wa 
that Gentlemen from the Northwest had come to 
the Convention, thinking themselves pledged to a 
particular platform and in other ways. They 
thought they hud gained a great victory and they 
must reap the fruits of it. Thnt seemed the pre- 
vailing sentiment. They said, "We are well satis- 
fied to have peace, yet it mnst be peace on our 
own terms; und although we are willing for 
peace, yet we tell you at the same time that wo 
abhor your institutions." Well, gentlemen, when 
any of us could get tho floor, we defended our 
institutions with what ability was at our com- 
mand. We told the m : "This is a prejudice on 
your part. (And I must say that m this position 
we were sustained not only by the delegates from 
the South, but very ably, too, by some of the dclc- 
gutcs from the North.) Your hostility to slavery 
has prejudiced you, and tho sooner you get rid 
of that prejudice the better." Wo asked them 
moreover, tho pregnant question "If yon abhor 
our institutions, how long a step will it be before 
you abhor t/s/ if yen abhor slavery, how long 
before you abhor alaveholderat" This, wo rep- 



ham, waa the very point which had 

the Srnilln-rn ininii. It was the idi'ii that 

•re hostile to us in feeling, and thai tin- 
.;■ could not be reconciled, but 
show iwelf again nml again, and ptodn 

I dissension. Wc told them insiibmittinL' our 

itions, it was not so much our ot 
i any iMa from them, as to see that 

tlir Northern mind could bo reached npon them, 
that we wanted to go behind them to thai 

us, that we wanted to have something upon 

bowing 
iti readiness to neknowlediro and irunrantte tlie 
rights of the people of tho South. We said I Do 
BOl let ii-, in r|ew of this object, quarrel about 
link' Ormgaj do not let us diss free on minor 
do not cavil with ub upon the ninth part 
of the breadth of a hair, but Bbow nt once by 
yourm >u do recognize the rights of 

the South. The people of tho South, of which 
Missouri la a part, want to understand whether 
they can live in pence with you or not ? If there 
Is any settled hostility on the part of the North 
against the South, then we an two people inevi- 
tably; and God forbid we should bo two people. 
We desire union; we desire this Union shall 

. but wo want to understand that you 
are not hostile to its, and therefore we ask 
y.ni |cj come forward In tho spirit of liberality 
of magnanmity, if yon choose, (became you are 
the victorious party) and grunt what is liberal. 
and grant it freely and frankly. Do not squab- 
ble with us about the ninth parr of ihu breadth of 
a hair. Let us get at the nunds of your people anil 
let tlii.ni vote on the propositions, and in that 
way let ns see whether you will regard us as hoj- 
tfle ..r as friends!" 

Gentlemen, in that spririt we were not met. 
They would cavil with us about everything ; be- 
lieving that we were trying all the time to take 
some advantage of them; insisting upon the great 
victory, and that they must reap tho fruits of it, 
and they gave us nothing better than the resolu- 
tions ruv colleague baa spoken of. 

I am sorry, gentlemen., that those resolutions, 
even such as they were, were not sanctioned by 
Congress. Congress did not choose to adopt 
them and what will now lie adopted, God only 
knows. It is with you to say what course Mis- 
souri will take. I know the cause of Missouri is 
In good and able bands. Missouri will take her 
course for herself, not feeling herself bound to 
look to any other Stale, but looking to her own 
true interests. And, gontlcmen, it has been well 
saidbysomu philosopher, (Pnlcv, I think,) that 
nations do not act on notions of honor, but upon 
considerations of their true interest. I should say, 
however, that Unit rule is subject to another con- 
dition, and that is, that sometimes the truest and 
bett interest of a nation it to assert her honor. 




While I ara upon U i 

.i agreat dad 
of tho trouble now existing in the Northers 
mind Is ba«ed on it? blindness to Ok 

true nature of our In 

era people forgel tot a consosV 

dated government. They forget we are a Cot- 
federacy of sovereign, independent States; sai 
tli ere fore, a man living in Ma *b«ft 

to feel his cot!- ii- H' ■■ hurt from the fact that "U 
Missouri or Arkansas. Ifthejr 
full', i tnd acted upon tt.<- nuetbeajf 

and principle of our Government at npt&m 
Southern institutions— if tbey wore thoroufkJi 
Imbued with the idea that each and every 
is entirely sovereign, they would Dot be M 
the with regard to those Insti 
understand to If very 

troubled about tb( 
or Russia, or Cuba, but it U tn 
in the United States, because i 
themselves partly responsible lor 

in the Unite! States. Now 
fully recognfce the trnc theory and p: 
our Government, and they can no more be r» 
sponsible for slavery In the United State* that 
they can for slavery in Japan. We all, gratis* 
men, have been so much in the habit of lookia 
to our General Government with pride andsuis* 
faction, (and it was right that wc should, beeansa 
it has been a grand and glorious Governnwo 
that we seem lo forget that the greatness of osU 
Union is not due to the c In on ** Stl 

one great people, but that we arc thlrtr-tara* 
great peoples. Wo arc not one great 
but wo are now thirty-four great pc-i 
greatness results from il 
Government nets as the agent t< 
pics. Let us fully recognize that fact— the toct 
wo are composed of sovereign p 
having its own control, and I think tin! 
Government is destined to go on 
to the end of time; and, gentlemen, if that 
ciple were fully nctcd upon, I believe the 
ern States would be satisfied, and v. i 

hope to get them back. Those wfsB-l 
who framed our institations, knew that t. 
solidated government was not fit for a wjdal 
extended country, and by a wise di> 
power, placing in the bands of one centra! Fl 
ral agency the administration of such dutiet 
were necessary to be admini>t< red for the 
of the whole, and leaving in the hands of 
several States all those powers necessary for *s* 
independence and self-control — I say, theyfnus* 
a system ofgoveratneiit which alone i? compsssT 
to extend and secure the blessings of freedom 
a widely extended country. Ii-ansee a 
hope of reconstructing this < i , annisi 

is upon the basis or an acknowledgment of 
true principles of our Government. I hops 
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«•« us cooie Otherwise ihere 

fittfC'i lea, nd the atdfo between re- 

us i-f the country mil never cease. 
: know that any - -ult from tho 

en. At any rate, bow- 
ther freely Interchanged 
u ami understood ourseives there, 
of frankness and can- 
ftotn every part of the Union, and th< y 
themselves freely nnd frankly. 
wrre no doubt extremely desirous 
having this matter .•■a!isra..-torily and 

arranged. Bui 
I did not i« iuit to act promptly upon the mat- 
We were met by various aba) 
, which we had to -ward off, because they 
wraln have led to interminable discussions. One 
of tin** was thai no State bad a right to secede. 
cultural ly a«kcd, "What is the use of arguing 
Qoft U Unit? Here Wu sit down iii 
; m time boon and perhaps 
a rrive at o conclusion, and when 
at a conclusion, we look 
uml tuul Und cl. flutes have already 

Then what do wc g-iin by the diacus- 
1 Hhcr abstr; I ions wore offered 

» carry us off from the true purpose of our 

Of the Convention, I have thus 
thrown before yon a few suggestions 
occurred to mo as the result of my 
fi Washington City. I feel very 
rbx the: attention with which yon 
i , and shall not trespass any 
rouyour time at present. I may, at some 
una, present my view* in connection with 
i tin Peace Convention to the 
i of Missouri more fully in writing. 
It Mr. Lotto. Jfeac-foed, That Hon. John B. 
requested to aildress the Conven- 
abject of the Union to-day, or at 
Adopted. 
r. l'"MKBOY. Resolved, That the officers 
I members of tho present General Assembly, 
■urkng the setting of the 
rited to seats within the bar. 

Sewfoed, That Maj, Wright 

a, be reonoated <■• addr same I'onven- 

ibject of the Union now. Adopted. 

Trioht. I mat sir, that 1 shall Lave an 

this honorable body, on 

subject of this Union,~I trust 

, , ortunity to go into the nature 

ofomt, t — I trnst there will be an op- 

laborate the idea set forth in the 

(bat banner nnd to show 

Uuu there b eomclhinp more in them than the 

■wt motto, S Phi 

Pfwntonly to sny,tbat I do not desire to addres 



vemion at tlds time, bum ill bold my- 
self ta na add in supporting 
the standard of my country. In regard 
doctrines calculated to sap, undermine and 
tliTow all government, I will reserve 60 
these questions, and give my views upon them at 
the proper time. 

Mr. Hkvdesson. I return my thanks 
honor i iptn pie by the pi 

resolution. Like my friend, Major Wright, 
shall reserve to myself, and every member of the 
Convention will reserve the right, when thes 
qooetknu come before the Convention- And I 
trust every member of this Convention, scut hy 
hi* constituents to his sent here, will feci it not 
only his privilege, but his duly, to aid in giving 
to the State of Missouri itns of evary 

part of the State of Missouri. Sir, I COM In re 
from a portion of the State that is, perhaps, 
exposed more than any other portion — or, 
at least, as much as any other portion 1 
to those very troubles that, unfortunately, 
have brought kbactt the BtfflV uhies in which 
the country is now involved. Sir, I have 
come here, bearing with the two aged gentle- 
men who are with me, feeling loyal to tho Con- 
stitution oi'our country, andloyal to the great 
interests of this wide spread land of ours. 1 am 
here determined to do anythiog in my power to 
preserve and perpetuate the liberties hande 
down to us by our forefathers. And, sir, so help 
mo God, I shall do nothing wmle a member up- 
on this boor, that shall be tinctured with disloy- 
alty to the Federal Constitution, (cheering, check- 
ed by the President,) when I say that, I say 
further, that allied to tho interests of Missouri, 
allied 10 the interests of the South, I feel what I 
look to the protection of the interests of Missouri, 
when I look to the protection of the institutions 
of the South, which gave me birth, that I cannot 
be disloyal to that Constitution, without. 1 
traitor, and one who is determined at heart to de- 
stroy the institutions of this State and tho entire 
South . These sir, are my sen time nts, and believing 
that— believing that if tlds Union of ours shall 
be dissolved — believing that when hosiili < 01 
racies shall be built up amongst the prose 
happy, free and prosperous States of tho Union, 
time nothing but war— eternal and cverlastii 
war and bloodshed will be the consequence — and 
bettering instead of protection to constitutions 
rights that the hwt vestige of bunan liberty 
have passed away— that, instead of being 
in our property, that our lives and liber ii 
become tho mere scoff and scorn of the world. I 
have come here, sir, determined to live true to the 
Union of these States, and to do everything in 
my power to bring back our erring sisters of the 
South. I have come here determined to proi 
their interests, and, sir, when that shall have 
been done, I want them once more to return 



the happy family of States, for In that happy 
family alone can be tho preservation of ever}' 
right we enjoy. 

81r, I again return my thanks to this Conven- 
tion, and shall improve the opportunity at some 
future time to express my views more fully. 

Mr. Gamble. I move that tho Convention ad- 
journ till 10 o'clock, a. m., to-morrow. Motion 
sustained. 



FIFTH DAY. 

St. Lock. March 6th, 1BG1. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock, a. m. 

Mr. President Price in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

The Journal was read und approved. 

Mr. PoHERor . Mr. President, I desire to say 
that my colleague, Mr. nil], from Pulaski, has 
arrived. 

The CitAiu. Mr. Hill will please come forward 
and be swnm. If Judge Breckinridge is present, 
he will oblige tho Convention by administering 
tho oath. 

On motion, Col. Grover, Serjeant-at-Arms 
elect, was also requested to come forward and bo 
■worn. 

Judge Breckinridge thorcupon administered 
the oath to both. 

The Chair. (To the Scrgcant-at-Arms.) You 
will take your position at the lobby and sec that 
order Is preserved; and that no cheering Is in- 
dulged in on any occasion ; and that gentlemen 
of tho lobby do not injure the furniture by placing 
their feet upon it. 

Mr. Hatcher offered the following resolution : 

Whereas : It is the deliberate opinion of this 
Convention that, unless the unhappy controversy 
which now divides the States of this Confederacy 
shall bo satisfactorily adjusted, a permanent dis- 
solution of the Union is inevitable; and this Con- 
vention, representing the wishes of the people of 
Missouri, is desirous of employing every reason- 
able means to avert so dire a calamity, and deter- 
mined to moke a final effort to restore the Union 
and Constitution in tho spirit in which they were 
established by tho fathers of the Republic. There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That on behalf of the State of Mis- 
souri, an invitation is hereby extended to the 
States of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky and Arkansas, to 
unite with Missouri in an earnest effort to adjust 
tho present unhappy controversies in tho spirit in 
which the Constitution was originally formed, 
and consistently with its principles, so as to sc- 
curo to tho people of the slaveholding States ade- 
quate guarantees for tho security of their rights, 
and for this purpo.se to appoint Commissioners to 



meet on the iStli day of April next, in tli 
Nashville, Tennessee, similar Commissio 
pointed by Missouri, to consider, and if ] 
ble, agree upon soino united course of i 
be pursued by said States in securing the 

Resolved, That General A. W. Doni] 
II. Buckner, J. D. Coulter, W. P. John-i 
rison Hough, H. R. Gamble and X. V. V 
nro hereby appointed Commissioners, 
duty it shall be when notified by the Pre. 
this Convention thnt two or more of sai 
shall have accepted ihU invitation, to : 
the city of Nashville, Tenn., on the da 
natcd, to meet 6uch Commissioners as ma 
pointed by any two or moro of said Stat 
cordanco with the invitation herein conta 

Resolved, That if said Commlssiouei 
full and free conference, shall agree o 
plan of adjustment, or any course of r 
lie pursued by the said States, in aceordu 
these resolutions, the Commissioners hei 
pointed shall report the same to an u< 
session of this Convention, to be held 
time us tho Convention may hereafter dc 

Resolved, That the President of this 
tion send copies of these resolutions to 
cutives of the several States herein me 
with tho request that tho said Executive: 
him, as soon as practicable, of the action 
respective States in this regard, and tli 
informed that two or more of said States 
sponded to this invitntiou, ho shall forth 
form the Commissioners herein nppoiutci 
fact. 

Mr. Hatcher — I do not know, sir. 
Chair would decide that these resolnti- 
matter of course go to tho Committee on 
Relations, inasmuch as one ofthemrcq- 
appointment of Commissioners who ar 
Committee on Federal Relations. The i 
of thut Committee arc thereby interested 
resolutions, and I therefore move that tin 
ferred to a special committee of live. 

Mr. Hartlett— I second the motion. 

Mr. 11a i.i. of Buchanan— If the moti 
jectcd, I suppose tho resolutions will no n 
tcr of course, to the Committee on Fcdc 
tions? 

The Chair. That will bo the order of ; 
ing. 

Mr. Hatcher. My reasons for mat 
motion, I hope, will bo understood. I 
merely from the fact that members of tl 
mittco are interested in the passage of th 
lutions and therefore will feel some del 
acting tipom them impartially. 

The Chair. The question will be on 
ing with tho rule requiring the rcsolutio 
to the Committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Broadhead. I desire to hear the 

Tho CltAIB re-stated the motion. 
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Mr. Ijroadhead. I understand it requires a 
two-thirds' vote to carry a motion to suspend the 
rules. 
The CiiAin. Yes sir. 

The motion to suspend the rules was put and 
rejected. 

TheCn.un. The resolution willgo, as a matter 
of course, to the Committee on Federal Relation*. 

Mr. Saver offered the following resolution: 

That this Convention expresses the senti- 
ment of the people of Missouri in declaring their 
undiminished an-J unalterable ntta<'hmcnt to the 
I'uion of these States under our glorious Consti- 
tution. 

Tlist a guarantee of our rights upon the sub- 
ject of slavery, giving equality to the citizen, and 
prutectiun to his .property, that shall secure us 
lisinst the threatened jicrvcrslim of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, from the interpreta- 
tion which it has received in all the Departments 
of the Federal Government up to the present time, 
is ta-lispcusably necessary, and is indi*]>cnsably 
necesnary to the existence of the Union of these 
Suites— without guaranties njKin that subject, to 
thitclTcrt. our Constitution and Union could not 
lure been made, and they cannot exist without 
tbnn. 

Tlist in the construction of our government, 
the idea of the use of force, as between the- 
Slates, in holding them together, was wholly dis- 
finlcd— it will not only not avail for that purpose 
but the undertaking of it would be usurpation. 

That the Convention appoint Commis- 
sioner*, and that we recommend that the States 
of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caroli- 
n», Tennessee and Kentucky, appoint Commis- 

rioner* to meet at in the State of on 

the — day of to confer together ami set forth 

»wh amendments to tho Constitution, as will be 
•nfflcfcnt for our honor and the protection of our 
rights, and to urge upon tho States which have 
xwdod, and upon the Northern States, to acccdo 
•o, and adopt them. 

The Cuaiu. The resolutions will go to tho 
Committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Dr.NN offered the following resolution : 

Betolred, By the people of the State of Mis- 
souri in Convention assembled, that we are in 
k*0f of the adjustment of our national troubles, 
"pen the basis of the amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, proposed by Senator 
Crittenden, thereby arresting the progress of revo- 
lution, securing our constiutional rights in tho 
t'nion, and removing forever from the arena of 
l*ty politics, tho dangerous sectional questions 
<*& have brought us to the verge of ruin. 

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Smith suggested that the Secretary read 
the name of each mover of a resolution when 
fading the resolution. 

Mr. Woolfolk offered tho following : 



Resolved, That' the present crisis demands that 
the rights of the slave Stutcs should bo secured 
to them by amendments to the Constitution, and 
that this Convention recommends to the Legis- 
lature of Missouri, that they apply to Congress 
to call a General Convention of all the States, in 
the manner provided by the Constitution, for 
the purpose of making such amendments there- 
to as will secure the rights of the slave States, 
restore peace, anil relieve the Southern mind of 
apprehensions for the future. 

Referred as above. 

Mr. Long offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Scurgcnt-at-Arms furnish 
each member of this Convention, except the St. 
Louis delegation, with twenty-five postage 
stamps. 

Mr. Long. I am aware, Mr. President, that a 
similar resolution was voted down, yesterday, 
but I cannot but think that members from the 
country arc desirous of corresponding with their 
constituents and families, and inasmuch as the 
motion to table, yesterday, was made by a mem- 
ber from St. Louis, I now deem it proper to re- 
new the resolution, and hoi>o that it will pass. 
Let us not deprive others of a privilege which, 
if wo were away from home, we should not wish 
to be deprived of ourselves. 

Mr. Foster. Mr. Frcsident, I do not think 
that this resolution ought to pass. We men that 
live out in the backwoods arc under many obli- 
gations to our friends here, but still we arc not 
seventy-five cents men. [Laughter.] We care 
Just as little for postage stamps as any other gen- 
tlemen, and, then-fore, I more that this resolution 
be laid on tho table. 

Motion sustained and resolution tabled. 

By Mr. Stewart. Besoh&l, That, in the opin- 
ion of this Convention a Convention of tho peo- 
ple of tho border States, for the purpose of pre- 
senting a plan of compromise, wonld be tho most 
sure atid efficacious method of adjustment, in a 
fraternal spirit, of tho alarming discords which 
threaten the disruption of the Government. 

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations. 

By Mr. Lintox. Resolved, That there exists no 
adequate conse why Missouri should secede from 
the Union, and she will do all she can to restore 
pence to the same by satisfactory compromises. 
Same reference. 

By Mr. Hendricks. Resolved, That at the 
time of tho adoption of the. Federal Constitution 
it was the understanding and intent ion of the peo- 
ple of the United States that they were thereby 
united together for all the purposes expressed and 
contemplated in that instrument, as one people, 
inseparablo and forever. 

Resolved, That the provisions of the Federal 
Constitution were understood and intended by the 
people of the United States to bo tho supreme 
law of the land, and not a mere compact and for 
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viol.'. 1 1 action* thereof by the Federal 

or imy Stale government, 'li-lntcgration was not 

J, but remedu-s, ms provided in the 

Itutlon, to be sought and obtained in (ho 

Union. 

Resotve'l, That while tbo right or revolution 
for adequute. cause is not denied, yet the Consti- 
tution of the United States and acta of f ' • 
made io pursuance thereof, for the 

:;es into the Union as Integral pun 

-, being tlio supremo law of the land, 
«i> ordinance of secession adopted by a State 
government can abrogate them. 

Resolved, That the ordinances of ec 
adopted by several States of the Uni 
unauthorised in law and without ndeqnnte cause 
, andwhAn we are called upon to follow 
. ii b right and proper to consider 
the legality of doing so. 

itesolucd, That the action of several of our 
sister States In adopting ordinances of sea 
is no justifiable cause Aw Missouri to iaoafla. 

Mr. !k win. I suggest that when the St-< ntalf 
read* a resolution, he announce th» nanus of tbo 
gentleman offering It, 

The Chair. It will be so ordered unless objec- 
tion U i ' 

By Mr. K t tchet. Bettolced, That that portion 
of the eighteenth rule, by which the Convention is 
governed En rtt action, requiring each member to 
read his proposition distinctly to the Convention, 
be, and the same is hereby rescinded. As many 
of us have bad voices and as we cannot be dis- 
tinctly heard when we read our propositions, and 
as the nineteenth rule makes it the duty of our 
Secretary, (who has a clear and distinct voice 
which can be heard distinctly through the Hall,) 
to read each proposition before it can be acted 
upon by the Convention: I therefore, sir, offer 
this resolution. 

The resolution was adopted. 

By Mr. Foster. Whkkeas, the State of 
Georgia, in Convention assembled, have appoint- 
ed Rufus J. Glenn as a Commissioner to the State 
of Missouri to present the ordinance of secession 
of the Stato of Georgia and invite the co- 
operation of the State of Missouri in the 
formation of a Southern Confederacy, and: 
Whereas, By invitation of this Convention, 
sail Burns J. Glenn appeared in Convention and 
presented, m Commissioner, the ordinance of se- 
i.in of the State of Georgia; therefore, bo it 

Retolved, By the people of the State of MJs- 
*ouri in Convention assembled, that we respect- 
fully decline considering the ordinance of seces- 
* ion of the Stato of Georgia, as to the propriety 
of forming a Southern Confederacy . Referred to 
the Committee on Federal Relation--. 

wjmt. Reiolued, That in the opin- 
ion of this Convention, no overt act has been 
committed by the General Government saiucieut 



Same refer I 
By Mr. Tnstxr.1. That ai 

of sen o members of I 

each Congressional Disi 
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or amendment* to the ■ 

Missouri. I suppo of tin 

Convention to al'.i - 

the S'atc of Missouri, in case they 

to do so, and t therefore hope the resoluc 

be adopted, in ordi-r (hut if such i 

proposed, they can first be acted npon by 
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Mr. Satek. I do not think it was contnmpuuaf 
thai uo should either alter or amend the C<m«l^ 
tntion of Missouri, and I therefore move tn lay 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Turkish. I demand the yeas u 

The vote was as follows : 

Ater — Messrs. Boss, Basi i.rcckja- 

ridge, Bridge, Brown. Cnyce, Chcnauli. I 
Comlngo, Doniphan, Donncll, Douglass, Dnta, 
Dunn, Fray per, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Cmtt, 
Given*, (Jorin, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Ran- 
dolph, Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, Hitchcock, H.ilnu*, 
Holt, Hough, Howell, Hudgins. Irwin, JamlMm, 
Kilil, Knott, Linton, Long, Mamuvluke. Mabon, 
McCormuck, McDowell, McFerrou, Morroa, 
Moss, Noell, Norton. Orr, Phillips, P 
Bay, Ritehcy, Ross, Rowland, Sawyer, Sayer, 
Scott, Shackelford of Kowanl, Sha. I 
Louis, Sbeeley, Smith of Linn, Stewart. Tlndall, 
Watkins, Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
kirk, Mr. President— 70. 

Noes— Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bogy. Broad- 
head, Bush, Calhoun, Eitzen, Graveliy, Hen- 
dricks, How, (abeO, Jackson, Johnson, i 
Marvin, Mattpin, McClurg, Rankin, Smith 
Louis, Turner, Waller, Welch, Wright, Zil 
man— 24. 

The resolution was Uid on the table — nyes 70 
noes 24. 

By Mr. Dunjt. Reeotoed, By 
Missouri in Convention assembled, that we are 
opposed to military coercion for the purpose of 
subjngntin^- those States that have withdrawn 
from the Union, and wb would : h an at- 

tempt at military coercion under any pretext 
whatever, us an net of war which, if sue 
would lead to the establishment of a militai 
potism on the ruins of the Constitn I 

Resolved, That wo arc opposed to any 
act of war against the United States, by 
any of the States that have withdrawn from i 
Union. The preservation of the Union depend 
npon the preservation of peace. Referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations. 

By Mr. Allen : Resolved, That the border frea 
and slave States be requested to meet in Conven- 
tion and co-operate together in the settlement of 
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'..'ommittee on Federal Rela- 

Ordered, That the Inaugural 

ut of the United States be 

I to a committee or the whole house, 

, Committee of the Whole on 

I ML 

I desire to have the resolution deferred, 
rot. In the first place, by the action 
arcntiou, a Committee on Federal Rcla- 
to receive all pri 
di/flcullic Hint now 
positions are in the hands of 
-;eat body of the Convention 
information which oth 

■• passage or 
oration be wrrecd to, 10 go 
i of ths Whole on [lie State of tbe 
en the President's Message and the 
Jck t will be in order for discussion, and 
uriic end, end come to a mate- 
■ luiidiug with each other. 
Convention, I apprehend, will Lave 
ling to do, nearly 
tt having been referred to the Com- 
itate message of the President of 
, and the riewi be entertains, are 
ut to be considered Just now. or of 
tarh importance, inconsidi-inii.Jii of the 
is, as any or every 
■ re be any objection 
•ball most certainly listen in It, Inn 1 am 
> perceive how it will elicit, any ohjae|jkjNa 

n I hope the resolution wlE 
adopted. Tbe House appointed 
to whom all such sub- 



jects have been mid frfS lie 'referred, 
and n ben thai re makes its report, this 

body will h:ii i g tangible upon n 

can act. I should be opposed ai Ih 
up any pro po-it ion of fids character which may 
not be submitted to us by thai Committee, and to 
go into any indiscriminate rllitimsatoD upon politi- 
cal subject- such as would be elicited by i 

11 of this resolution. I hope therefore the 
resolution will not be ado] 

Mr . Kim -ii. I ought to say a single word in 
response, I confess my entire indifference so far 
as I am concerned whether the resolution is 
adopted or not, hut it teemed to me that we might 
as well come to an understanding now in relation 
to tbe doctrines announced an I in the 

message. The Convention would 
thus obtain the views in relation to this entire 
question of those complications without waiting 
for the Committee to report. With these remarks 
I um indifferent as to the result. 
Mr. Foster. I do not design to enter into a 
I discussion. I came here for a better 
purpose. I can see, in my judgment, no good 
that will result from the investigation of the sub- 
ject mentioned in the resolution. My opi 
it would bring about difficulties, and I therefore 
move to lay tbe resolution on the tuble. 

Mr. Birch. To save all trouble I will, 
leave, withdraw the resolution. 
The resolution waa withdrawn. 
Mr. Wilson. Bcmlved, That the Commit 
on Accounts be Iqetrnomd to allow the do 

nid Serscarit-iit-Arms, each, five dollars 
per day, and the two pages, each, two end ,nm 
naif dollars per day for services. 

Mr. IIkoauiiead. Before tbe vote is taken, I 
call the nttentlonof the Convention to the law 
blcfa thu Convention is culled. 
The Cii.uh. I think tbe resolution la in ac- 
cordance to the law, or 1 should ba\e called at- 
tention to it. 

.solution was adopted. 
By Mr. Siia«kelkoui>. Of JJownrd : Ritohrd, 
That (he Commltteo on Accounts be instructed to 
allow the Chaplain of the Convention five dollars 
per day during the sitting of the Conrantii 
Adopted. 

By Mr. Tcbkeb: Resolved, That tbe people 
of Missouri deplore the existence in some of the 
Northern States of acts known ■ | liberty 

btlla, desfguM to nullify the fugiiivo slave law, 
an I 1 1 ring the Southern Stale,-.. . f com- 

plaint for the violation ut" the compact existing 
between the Slates; which personal liberty bills 
Med to lie unci>nsutu:ioniil by the Execu- 
tives of the States having such laws; and we 
equally deplore tbe state of Ming in ilm South, 
and the passages of ordinance* of secession, by 
wlii. h tho Southern States declare themselves 
absolved, from the obligations aud Umds imyma 



upon them by tho Constitution of the United 
States. 

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Pomeboy. I belicvo this body invited 
Judge Hough to address the Convention on yes- 
terday, and that he failed to do so on account of 
ill health. I hope we shall have tho pleasure of 
hearing him to-day. 

Mr. Hocon. You will excuse me, sir, until I 
recover from my hoarseness, as I speak with 
great difficulty. 

Mr. Norton. As there is nothing before the 
Convention, I move we now adjourn. 

The Convention, then, at 11 1-3 o'clock, a. m., 
adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow. 



SIXTH DAY. 

St. Louis, March "th, 1861. 

Convcntion met at 10 o'clock, a. m. 

Mr. President Price in the chair. 

Trayer was offered by the Chaplain . 

The journal was read and approved. 

Mr. Norton. I desire to offer a resolution. 

The Chair. Tho resolution is in order, and the 
Secretary will read it. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
vention that tho country and Confederacy could 
at once bo relieved from its present deplorable con- 
dition, If the great conservative heart of the peo- 
ple of all sections could be appealed to independ- 
ent of the influence of demagogues, fanatics, and 
politicians who sprung the present tests for their 
own benefit. And thns believing, wo Buggcst 
that tho Legislature of the State of Missouri re- 
commend the Crittenden compromise proposi- 
tions to Congress as amendments to the Federal 
Constitution; or recommend Congress to call a 
National Convention, to which those or similar 
propositions shall be submitted as amendments 
to the present Constitution. 

Mr. Norton. I desire to inquire, sir, whether 
it has been determined that resolutions of this 
character should go to the Committee on Federal 
Relations as a matter of course, without debate. 
I do not desire, sir, to discuss these resolutions 
myself. I have introduced them more for the 
purpose of eliciting discussion, as there may be, 
and doubtless are, gentlemen of this Convention 
desirous to discuss tho points that arc brought 
forward in these resolutions. I am aware that we 
have adopted a resolution requiring propositions 
of this description to go to the Committee on 
Federal Relations. The question to be deter- 
mined is, whether these resolutions go there as a 
matter of course without debate, or, whether they 
are subject to debate. I desire that point to bo 
now determined by the Chair. 



The Chair. Some few days since the Cob 
vcntion adopted a resolution requiring that such 
resolutions should bo referred to the Commirw 
on Federal Relations. That resolution, however, 
docs not say that they shall be referred without 
debate. If gentlemen choose to discuss the reso- 
lutions, I suppose they are at liberty to do so. 

No one seeming desirous to debate the resolu- 
tion at present, the Chair ordered its reference. 

Mr. Zimmerman offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred : 

Resolved, That this Convention appoint a Com- 
mittco of five, to confer with the border slate and 
free States, upon the subject of the preservation 
of tho Union upon Just and proper principle!, 
and that a Convention of the bonier slave and 
free States, be called for the purpose of forming 
u Middle Confederacy, in the event of the failure 
of tho preservation of the pre«ent Union. 

Mr. Shackelford, of Howard, offend the 
following : 

Resolved, That each member of the Conven- 
tion bo requested to hand to the Committee on 
Accounts, without delay, a statement of the num- 
ber of miles travel"! by each to the city of Jefler- 
son, that the snme may be examined and a prop- 
er allowance per mileage re made by the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Shackelford. I would merely remark 
that the object of that resolution, is that the 
members may hand in their statement, and by 
doing so they will greatly facilitate the bnsineM 
of that Committee, and will doubtless assist ia 
adjusting accounts speedily after the adjourn- 
oft his Convention. 

Mr. Sheeley. I desire to hear the resolution 
read. 

The Secretary rend the resolution. 

Mr. Welch. Mr. President, it occurs to me, 
sir, that tho resolution will not do nil the mem- 
bers of this Convention justice. I sec tho rcsoin- 
tion provides that thomileaso of the members 
shall be determined by their distance to and from 
the city of Jefferson. Tho act which calls the 
Convention does not say, I believe, anything In 
regard to that, except that they shall have the 
same pay per mile that the mcmliera of tho Legis- 
lature are entitled to under the existing law. 
Now, sir, in tho adoption of that resolution, my 
friend from Howard will be entitled to receive his 
pay from Jefferson City through the city of St 
Louis up to the North Missouri Railroad home, 
whilo, so far as tho gentlemen are concerned who 
live in tho Western portion of the State, (and I 
nm ono of them,) toe are to receive our mflease 
from the western part of the State to Jefferson 
and back again, and nothing is said at all of the 
distance between tho city of Jefferson and here. 
Wo are required to travel from Jefferson City 
here and back again, for nothing, while the gen- 
tleman who offered the resolution gets paid both 
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from the ufMaii pot ion of 

'H.uid then be denied the milea 
taw of the land. That law gives them n 
from the place of ili.dr resi- 1 
place where their business is trait 
So fur as the Legislature is concerned, the 
law fixes their place of business tit the ■ 

■ not so with regard to the Convention. 1 
hold the members of the Convention here are en- 
titled to mileage from their places of abode to tfoj . 
eity. All the Delegations who >n the 

northern -ide of the river, and who reside in the 

i <t of Missouri, and down from tl. 
Mountain Railroad and the Arkansas line, under 
tab] resolution are entitled to t ge from 

Jefferson Ctty, home, and In en : is city 

they are on their way home— while 
to St. I. i v ('mm home 
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The Chaiu. The i|tiestion will \n? on the adop- 
tion of the amendment. 

The amendment « . noes 

not <i.i 

Th- ("kaik. The qaostion next k on the 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. MeFtitujAN. 1 am wi 
whirh i win pmenl dbvcttj . 

Mr. Smith. WMh the gentleman is wriiimr 

his substitute I wi]| rend that part of tin 

the Legislature referring to the mileage, il'ro- 

ceeded to read from the Legislative act ) 

Mr. McFerkan offered the following substi- 
tute: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
requested to procure a copy of the nctof the Gen- 
eral Assembly, now in session, fixing the D 
of members of the General Assembly, and that 
the mileage of members of the Convention be 
aiidite l according to the provisions of said act. 

ThcCn.un. I will remark to the gentleman 
that that is already the law. 

Mr. McFeruan. Yes, sir; bni I understand 
that the General Assembly, during the present 
se--ii.n, lias changed the law. 

The Chair. The new law, I andersiiind, wiD 
not go into . flVt until the first of May. 

Mr. .Mi I'l.itiux. Then I withdraw BBJ 
stitutc. 

nruigon the original resolu- 
tion, it mi i"'o| .:• 

Mr. Wilson, from the Commltlee appointed a 
few days ago to contract with two compete: 
sons to report -dings of the Con v. i 

madctho following re\«>u whkVi w«*aftwvwA-. 
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Mr. President: The committee to which was 
roferrod the resolution requiring said committee 
to employ two competent persons to report the 
proceeding* and debates of the Convention, re- 
port that they haw discharged that duty, and 
have employed L. L. Walbridge and Ernest 
Sell rick, gentlemen well qualified to discharge the 
duties required, ami have agreed to pay said re- 
porters each six dollars per day daring the sitting 
i if the Convention, all of which is respectfully 
submitted. WILSON, Chairman. 

By Mr. Brows: 

Resolved, That when tills Convention shall have 
finished the business for which it was convened, 
it shall adjourn to meet iu the B-presentativcs' 
Hall, iu the city of .teffer»on, on Monday, the 1st 
of July, Wil. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven 1k> elected 
by ballot, to be composed of one from each Con- 
gressional District, whoso duty it shall bo to con- 
vene I lie said Convention prior to the day herein 
designated, should any exigency require such 
proceeding; and this shall be dono by •rivim; fif- 
teen days' notice in ono newspaper iu ca- h Con- 
gressional District of tho timo and place of hold- 
ing such Convention. 

Resolved, That the committee, as soon as prac- 
ticable alter their election, meet together to 
appoint a Chairman, and establish the rules by 
which th-y are to be governed in convening said 
Convention or deciding upon tho practicability ot 
so doing. 

Mr. Welch. I move to lay tho resolutions on 
i he table until to-morrow and have them prime i. 

Mr. DiiKikiMiiDGK offered the following: 

Resolved by the People of Missouri in Conven- 
tion assembled, That secession is a dangerous 
poiiiic.il heresy, rinding no warrant in the Consti- 
tuting in' laws which lie at tho foundation of our 
*ysteiu- of government. 

Revolve J, That Missouri will de nothing to 
sanction, support or countenance tho pretendod 
right of secession, since its approval by the peo- 
ple involves tho destruction of all our institutions, 
whether Sta.e or Federal. 

Resolve'. That the Government which onr 
fathers formed, and which for nearly threo quar- 
ter-. ..i" u ivntnry has failed in notldng to answer 
the cud-; for which it was established, Is suit \l to 
the habits and adapted to the want' of the Amer- 
ican people, and that every dictate of wisdom re- I 
quir. s us to direct our efforts rather to its pre.-cr- 
vation than the formation of any substitute for it. 

Resol ved, That we deplore the action of soinu ■ 
of our Southern brethren iu adopting ordinances . 
of secession, and assuming a hostile attitude 
toward the Federal authorities. In asserting that 
secession hi a remedy for the grievances of which 
tho South complains; in socking to destroy the | 
Federal Government, which is of itself guiltless j 
of wrong; und in forgetting that in and through | 



the Union are belter means and ampler facilities 
for redressing all grievances than ont of it— they 
have committed grave errors; and whilst Mis- 
souri will exhaust all efforts in restoring har- 
mony and securing justice, she recognizes no 
obligation to support them in these proceedings, 
believing that thereby she would prejudice rather 
than promote the best interest of all concerned. 

Resolved, That it is essential to the existence 
of government that some authority should be 
charged with the duty of executing the laws, and 
that the pro]>er action of the constitute: 1 authori- 
ties should be supported and obeyed: and al- 
though we deprecate any collision between the 
Federal Government anil our disaffected South- 
ern brethren, it is the opinion of this Convention 
that these duties and obligations, as prescribed 
by and under our Federal Constitution, cannot be 
annulled or impaired consistently with the peace, 
dignity or existence of the governments, State 
or Federal. 

Resolved, That for the thorough and final 
removal of all cause of complaint against onr 
brethren of the Northern States, we desire the 
enforcement of the constitutional guarantee otnv 
ccming the rendition of fugitives from service, a 
renunciation of any purpose to interfere with 
slavery in the States or in the District of Colom- 
bia, or with the inter-State slave trade, and some 
equitable and complete adjustment of tbo territo- 
rial question ; based upon an abandoment by the 
North of uny purpose to use the power of the 
General Government to repress or extinguish 
slavery, and by the South of any purpose to use 
the power of the General Government to perpet- 
uate and extend it; and that we confidently rely 
upon the justice of our Northern brethren to aid 
by appropriate legislation, or by adequate con- 
stitutional amendments, in producing these re- 
salts, and in securing their enforcement and ob- 
6orvnncc by a cordial compliance with their spirit 
Resolved, That we appeal to onr sister States 
of Kentucky, Arkansas, Tennessee, North Caro- 
lina, Virginia, Maryland and Delaware, whose 
interests arc 60 closely identified with our own, 
to stand firmly with us in the position wo assume, 
asking of oar Northern brethren the full recog- 
nition of our just claims, and of our Southern 
brethren a reconsideration of their ha«ry action; 
that >o may be restored the oil relations of 
pcaee, prosperity und perfect Union. 
Mr. Comixuo offered the following: 
Whkkeas, under our Fu.lt ml Government «m 
have been one of the greatest an 1 one of ihe 
mo«t prosperous nations of the- earth: and, 
whereat, said Government, if faithfully adminis- 
tered, Hill ultimately secure to its subject* a de- 
gree of happiness and greatness never yet attain- 
ed by any other people ; and, whereas, there an; 
strom; reasons for fearing that the conflicting 
views and feelings of the people of Litis confeder- 
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Shite-' tii il have not needed. 
Mr. McDowell offered the following: 
Retoir In Eon. John Reynolds, late 

Qovamoi of nUneis, he iiiTited to address this 
in this Hall, next I trig. 

By Mr. Moss. Ordered, That the Inaucmul 

• of the President of the United States be 

committed to a committee of the whole House, to 

he denominated "The Committee of the Whole 

State of the Union." 

Mr. Moss. I am aware that a motion of 
this sort was made by the gentleman from 
Clinton cMr. Birch) yesterday, and withdrawn. 
But I hope the Convention will pass this mote 
tion, 1 think, sir, that it is a harmless subject 
which the Convention Can discuss during the 
leisure hoar. Oar Committees hare not mode 
any reports to the Convention calculated to elicit 
any debate, and 1 And a good many of the mem- 
bers of the Convention desire to discuss this mat- 
ter, and I hope the resolution will therefore be 
mloptcd. Then arc, sir, I believe, ninety- nine 
members of the Convention, when all are present, 
and so far as I have been able to ascertain, I 
believe there ore ninety-nine different opinions as 
to what that message means. I think, therefore, 
that no harm enn grow out of a discussion on 
that message. It is a matter of some importance 
that we should know what it does mean. The 
country has looked forward to it with great inter- 
est. Those who have been in favor of taking 
Missouri out of the Union and of breaking up 
the Confederacy, have declared rhat message 
would bo in favor of war, while others 
who are friends of the Union have look- 
ed forward to it as the harbinger of 
peace; and, fir, it Is surprising to see what dif- 
ferent impressions are mnde by that mwsago, 
not only npon different members of this Conven- 
tion, but upon all our feUow-citiaens throughout 
the country. The telegrams, sir, that n 
tins 'iiy yesterday announced that in various 
parts of this Union that message was looked up- 
on as the messenger of peace, while in other por- 
tions it wag thought to have nothing npon its 
face but war; and, sir, thcpeople of Missouri are 
anxious to have It nndantood What thai message 
does mean, for npon the tone of that toeDOkSBl 
and npon the policy recommended therein, de- 
pend*, in a great measure, the action of the peo- 
ple of Missouri. And, sir, they will kool 
p-i ai amMg tO>*M v.h.n In B Bfpw W lon v.. pal 
BMB it. Without further diacnsajofl, I hope the 
Convention will pass the resolution. 

Mr. II »n H irlth thegentleman from 

Claythi - a harmless measure. From 

his own argnav i <\ wi w«i\ thw. Vbera ^tw&aAA 
cent opinions wUh xc^axo. \» >*»* 
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very member of the Convention 
villi have an opportunity of making kac 

i mtJ to ilii- I i as 10 what our re- 

i nnu'iit. 1 
pjition of this resolution would be an apple 
of discord thrown iuto thi.« Convention whMi 
would unfit us for calm consideration on 
port Of tlie Committee on ridcrul ReiatfolU, and 
. in will not pasa. 
Mr. l jecf i" dM passage of thl* res- 

olution, aud mon n the table. 

Motion sustained. 

Mr, (. '.\tt offered the following resolution: 
1. J?e*o/cetf, Thai rlie Government which Is tbo 
birthriirht of the citizens <if tins (Talon, i 
from tbo combined action of the Federal Cou- 
n and those of Federal States, is, beyond 
uy of which history speaks, calculated f-r the 
promotion of the great ends for which govern- 
ments were established am one mankind. 
X That the physical peculiarities of our 
extended country, and Its varieties of soil and 
climate, imoassltafhlg a diversity ot pursuits and 
ion of labor, and seconding most nuspi. 
i In- far-reaching' and long-sighted wisdom 
and pMrfotiam of those who laid the foundations 
'— **" l'u,.m, hareraisod this country, 
'if throe score years ami ten, 
ituroof a first-rate power, OH 
ftO'iu other nationalities of equal rank chiefly in 
I hat whereas centuries of struggle, of mis- 
luituu , m I painful vicissitude have brought 
thtm to their present state, our happy condition 
is the achievement of hopeful and expanding 
youth — a few year* of prosperity uncheckercd 
with reverie— and the blessing of Heaven upon 
the best system of government which the wisdom 
.•.Hi piety of mankind ever devised for the welfare 
i u" the human race. 

3. Thai while bOtitfOg which bi the work of liv- 
ing man is free from i k, It may be 
said, without unbecoming presumption, that the 
:ul M'ltniiiu li> tin- rather* of our nation, 
Of (In- great problem of government, (which 
never hi- fore was aid a to hit and maintain the 
lrnnn between despotism and anarchy, I 
has not only made the Dotted BcatM the envy of 
the universe, but has been, and, despite the dan- 
gers that threaten us, ttJi la, the pott Mil and 
the mttch-word throughout the ButftOf AM 
• struggling for liberty. 
-t That while this is tho benign aspect 

towards oppresseJ and strng- 
ffling nationalities, our flag, which now waves 



over every sea, cni i 

-ions of the earth * 
'.; ii m blest American en • 
the pi ■ mighty, vigOar. 

nation n- companies and watc! ■ 

5. Ti trmamcl 

blessings which flow from our national Dotal 
boon lor gaining which the mo-- 
iuankind would gladly barter their blood 

uited Slate*. 
being condemned as unwor:.'.. 
men, standing In most hideous contrast with 
heroic forefathers, most transmit this acre 
herltanee unimpaired to tbeii i 

8. That coercion, in the sense a 
waged by one section of the conn l 
other with tho design of bringing any Sa 
States into subjection, and holding them u 
. is not only a moral, pott 
and military impossibility, bat is 

itral idea on which the 1 1 
Statu whs formed; but that the si 

i»C of a faith 
law of the land (of which the 1 
and the law for the snppi 
slave trade are examples' means no more 
what is inseparably bound up 
tnre of government— and that p. 
prtredories healthful functions i 
all solemn mockeries. 

1. That tbo pre* ■< s the Impor 

of which no language can exaggerati 
national existence, oar cl 
every peaceful and orderly citizen I 

I his toil and freedom from 
of tumultuary violence, all depend upon whi 
next few months may bring forth. That I 
conclusions which may then bo reac 
found tbo answer to the inquiry, whether 
proud and powerful nation shall 
and a reproach, furnishing one mo. 
the exultation of the friends of arb 
nient, or shall vindicate our claim to bo co 
ered as the faithful depositories of the belt I 
of mankind. 

Mr. Flood offered tho following: 

TP7ierea*, Seven of our sister States hare 
the General Government, and 
formed a new confederacy; therei'< 

Rt$otvtd_, That it is the wish 
the State of Missouri that the ofm-cri and sol 
of the forts, and the officers of the eastnm I 
belonging to the United State), wit).. 
of the seceding States, be withdr* 

Resolved, That the Pr. 
tiou make known our wishes to the lYreidt 
the United States. 

The forcgoingresolutions were severally pH 
mittee on Fcdrr.il IJel i lions. 

Mr. l'lrn.Lirs offered the Following: 
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, committee of two be appointed 
> wait upon the Hon. John B. 
im to address this Convention. 
>. The Convention has already 
tion to an Ex-Governor of Illi- 
ainst that proposition, and I 
iw where this thin^ will end. 
.ushedmeu front different parts 
we to listen to upon these sub- 
igcther proper that we should 
;cniLmeu wlio were Delegates 
rence at Washington, because 
1 to the action of this Conven- 
bink it is proper to fro outsido, 
s from different parts of the 
us. 

ut to make a motion to amend 
i order, by adding the mime of 
lotion sustained. 
tore to add the name of Hon. 

es .seem to uie that if we have 
invite men from various por- 
j address us, wc had better ad- 
. The people of Missouri arc 

to pay for deliberative usscin- 
A State as much as S'J.OOO per 
bnd of hearing men talk, but 
it them at my own expense, 
this job, I did not suppose that 
strict scut me here for the pur- 
lien from various counties to 

wo were here for the por- 
ing businc-s, if there is 
: it seems to mo there is noth- 
wo Luurs every day and have 
i we ounht to have gone home 
nk it is due to the people that 
ronghout Missouri that this 
rought to a «io»e — and if we 
Jo but to hear men speak, I 
rrow night, move an adjoum- 

[ move to amend the amend- 
so as to include all the repre- 
escut Congress that muy be in 

-T.J 

T it will be in order, I suggest 
names of the members of the 
owed laughter.] 
jve to insert the name of Clai- 
n the amendment. 
I did not suppose that the nd- 
ntlcmcu would infringe upon 
if this body. Wo have been 
two days for the reports from 
tteos, and I merely offered this 
iter of courtesy to distingui*h- 
ont, believing wc could not 
p our leisure time than by 
jssen from these gentlemen.- - 



The impressions of what they have seen In 
Washington would not infringe upon the delib- 
erations of this body, and I should not have offer- 
ed the resolution if I had supposed that it would 
have interfered with the duties we are called upon 
to discharge. But inasmuch as there seems to be 
objection to it, if it be in Order, I ask leave to 
withdraw. 

The Ciiaih. It is not in order without leave of 
the Convention. 

VoiCRs. Leave! 

The Chair. Docs the gentleman ask leave? 

Mr. Phillips. I do. 

The resolution was then withdrawn. 

By Mr. Brown. Resolted, That the resolution 
rcquiiing all resolutions to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Federal Relations to bo printed, bo re- 
scinded. 

Mr. Welch. Is it in order to rescind a rule 
without one day's notice? 

The Cn.uR. It is u resolution, sir, and not a 
rule. 

Mr. Welch. I understand this rescinds a rule 
of the house already adopted. 

The Chair. My impression is, it rescinds a re- 
solution and not a standing rule. 

The resolution to rescind was adopted — ayes 
39, noes 27. 

By Mr. MatSOs : 

Resolved, That this Convention invite Judge A. 
H. Buckncr to address us on the subject of hi* 
mission to the Peace Congress. 

Mr. Gravelly. I desire to amend by insert- 
ing the name of Waldo P. Johnson, who was also 
a member. 

Mr. Phillips. I move to lay tho resolution on 
the table. Motion sustained. 

By Mr. Irwin: 

Resolved by the People of the State of Missouri 
in Convention assembled, That the basis of set- 
tlement proposed in the resolutions of the Hon. 
John J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, had the same 
been adopted, would have met with our hearty 
approval, believing at tho same time that they 
contained nothing to which the South is not jnstly 
entitled ; yet in view of the dangers which sur- 
round us and which threaten the disruption and 
final overthrow of our glorious Republic, involv- 
ing interests the value, yea, the preciousness of 
which can never be estimated, we will approve, 
of any other fair and honorable plan of adjust- 
ment that will bring peace to our distracted coun- 
try, and furnish proof to the world tluu as a 
nation wo urc one great people, one iu name, one 
in interest, and one in destiny. 

Mr. Shackelford, of Howard. Having voted 
in tho affirmative on the resolution inviting cx- 
Governor Reynolds to address the Convention, I 
move a reconsideration of the vote. 

The vote was reconsidered, and the resolution 
then laid on tho table. 
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By Mr. Wilson. Retolvtd, That the people of 
Missouri through their Representatives in this 
Convention assembled, do hereby tender to the 
Hon. John- J. Cihttkniies, of Kentucky, and 
the lion. Stkpiiex A. Douoi.as, of Illinois, 
their thanks for their patriotic, able and untiring 
efforts, during the past sosi-ion of Congress, to 
a'ljustthc sectional difficulties which now dis- 
trict the people of this great Confederacy, and, 
although tliey have been as yet unsuccessful, yet 
we feel sure that the labors of thesis noble patriots 
will be gratefully remembered by every true friend 
of liberty and I.'nion in all time to come. 

Mr. Bi urn : Mr. 1 "resident, as we seem to have 
nothing to do, aud as it occurs to me it would be 
advantageous to us to understand, as far as prac- 
ticable, the respective opinions of each other, upon 
the great questions that have brought us together, 
I yield to the desire Hint has been manifested by 
many that I should indicate the views I entertain, 
not only in regard to the resolution which has 
been offered by the gentleman I'ruui Andrew— 
but, going probably a step hctoiul it, to glance at 
tlin questions whieh will alone divide us (if in- 
deed we shall bo ultimately divided) in respect 
to our action here. My remarks must, neverthe- 
less, be le»* connected than I would desire them to 
bo— seeing that I speak thus from the impulse of 
the moment, and without either notes, or books, 
or preparation of any kind. 

Ah to the resolution, it proposes simply to ten- 
der the thunks of Missouri to two illustrious 
statesmen— one from n slave and the other from 
a free Stan- — for their noble and patriotic ex- 
ertions to perpetuate the I.'nion of these 
States. The resolution is not stronger— nor 
is it indeed as emphatic in their favor, 
ii< history will by and by lie; for while 
others have faltered — whilst meu on the right 
and men on the left, of idl sections, have 
stood awe-stricken nt the portents of the last few 
weeks at Washington— whilst the telegrams of 
the despondent and the treacherous were sent over 
the Union to the eil'cet that " idl was lost," the 
telegrams of the next day, over the signatures of 
those brave and hopeful Senators, would reassure 
the drooping heart of the country, that It might 
ye.t hatave.il; and bidding those- who loved it to 
continue to "stand /n«t." All honor to those noble 
men! There, may lie a possible diversity of opinion 
in reaped to the plans they reflectively matured, 
each looking to Hie same glorious cud, but I will 
not anticipate that the vote which will be taken, 
after the subject has been iliscnssed, will embody 
the record of a single dissenting voice. 

Pasting to a wry brief review of nam of tho 
more general points of controversy and of prejudice, 
with whichour duties here arc complicated, I trust 
I may be pardoned lor premising, that when gentle- 
ii.e.u permit themselves to speak of the aggressions 
of our Northern brethren during the last forty 



years, and of tho election of Mr. Lincoln as the 
culminating point of those aggressions, I am con- 
strained to interpose at least "the truth of his- 
tory'" to mitigate, if it mav not avert, so indu- 
criminatc an inculpation. I will not say, there- 
fore, that the accusation is tho very reverie of 
the truth, but this I will say, and respcctfnlb 
challenge thereto a respectful denial : I say, then, 
that during this entire and exact period of "fbrtj 
years," whilst we have hail much to complain of 
in the conduct of the North, my recollection of 
political liistory is that the South have never beta 
united in a single demand upon the justice and 
fraternity of tho North that was not ultimatelv 
written down in our Statute books by the aid of 
their votes in Congress. 

To commence with the question of admiukm 
into the Union of the noble State we arc bat 
honored to represent in its highest final preroga- 
tive of political sovereignty, who docs not re- 
member that after it had been kept out of the 
I'nion for an entire session of Congress, In cob- 
sequence of the preponderance of extreme opin- 
ion* in opposition to the extension of slaterr, 
(then as iimc,) the question was finally til- 
justed, at the instance of the South, sal 
with the concurrence of its leading states- 
men, by the admission of Missouri, tad 
the division of all the remaining territory 
by what has been since known as the "Missouri 

I Line," of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes. I 

. am not here to inquire to-day whctherthls Southern 
"compromise" was a judicious or an injudicious 

! one, but to adduce it ns evidence of an ultimate 
concession by the North .after she had apparentlr 

: reached as determined an opposition totheextn- 

j sion of slaver}* then as she has note. If it be ic- 

! plied that she subsequently objected to the exten- 
sion of the Mi.-souri line to the Pacific, so as to 
cover and include our acquisitions from Mexico, 
it is but just to add that she soon acquiesced in tbe 
Southern demand for the repeal of tho Ml*M«ri 

. line, and the restoration of tho great principle or 
"non-intervention"— and that by the aid of bei 
lion-hearted Democracy wc carried thesulwcqnenl 
election of Buchanan against Fremont, as « 
would have carried the last one ngoinst IJncolr 
had wo but stood by our platform anil a siogk 
candidate, instead of dividing amongst oursclm- 

' and thus dispiriting our allies. I am not gtdnfj 
into that now, however, and hence pass on. 

The next instance in which truth am 
candor compels mo to regard tho octlt* 
of the North in a light very different fron 
that which has been so undiserlminatitij:'! 
imputed to her, has reference to the unnexatiot 

. of what is called the Platte country. ItlsanoM 
region, Mr. President, and nobly represented her 

, to-day by slaveholders — including the new Con 
gressmnn from Platte — a circumstance to whirl 
I advert fbr no other purpose than to add, tin 
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Thirty-three, and that tl 

•rily modified f>r . 
I, I speak thereto bUMtowUcli 

the conduct ofb.nl men in Chicago and el sow ii ere 
partiinns of secession in this 
who print or tell only so much 
story of our wrongs as wilt infi 
fonneil | 

that a majority of the citizens of the (tee 
arc "negro thieves at heart," and that tl.' 

en, ate 

bat ihe 

know tiuii ■ 
disingenuous and nntrac, end old all 

have moral courage and firmness to 
b toouri DnstJtuontsand thecoftntrj . If I betfevtd 
this, I v. ■ ■ i pie of 

Illinois, and the other free 

nn alien people, at once und forever. When ! 
have seen, however, that even i 
and audaclons rescue ca«e at I c ring- 

leaders were nil speedily indictol by a Chicago 
grand jury, and, judging from alllbepasr.thai they 
will be "visited with the final pemdties of the Imw 

Sated, I am no more in favor of bn 
up the Government, and giving it oterto nil 
lawleaflless of those bad men in Chlcag 
a, than I would be in favor of bn 
Methodist Church Booth, of which I am 
an liumM'- t&OtBbor, DCCAnM hid u 
sionally found even within its hallowed preeinrt-. 
Nor I would use the discipline of the Chvrclt to 
deal with M offending tn -t m* r would 

use, and as we are now tiding, the Fugiff v • 
Znto to punish those who violate it. lay 
for it, if wo but "hold on," the bad men in both 
cases will get "tired" flat 

1 1 U brought forward as the crowni 
moot wlu.Trv.itli M dispirit n J, that the 
ern people have at last d 
candidate upon a sectional platform, und i 
have no re:: -on to hope thai they will I 

■diet I scarcely know how to addrras 
to a proposition of that kind, un 
imply present inch counusrvaiBng factt 
as may present themselves to my mind, and will 
leave the Convention, when they retire, to reflect 
upon what I have thus desultorily thrown to- 
gether, and put the disjointed fragments b 

< iiiuierfiotuiofaspr- ■ ii. M . ; II 

he to array the authority of the men ol Che North 
against the politician* n: i big the 

people of that section whom it i» ill 1* our i 
address in tl. by the autti 

people of our own section, To the alleged dec la 
ration i 
has be- 

lerons amongst as, that th 
■ wire an instill t-i UuaaohMi Be— l 
insolent and summitry 
tioas of tho senior Senator, whom it U the 
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tio n of oar resolve to honor— it is deemed suffi- 
cient to reply that whilst the Senator from Bos- 
ton was thus speaking for the edification of (lis- 
unionists North and South, the people of Boston— 
11,000 out of 18,000 or 19,00 —were signing and 
transmiiilng a memorial to Congress, wrapped in 
the American flag, praying the fraternal odju>t- 
meiit of all our complications, upon the basis of 
the Crittenden proposition. I speak in presence 
of our returned Congressmen, who honor us with 
their presence to-day, and they will comet me if 
I have f.dluu into any error iu the statement I 
have thus repeated. If it bo true, then, that even 
in fanatical D'thton — the home of Sumner— 
three-fourths of the people arc o/-/o*rr ; to the ex- 
treme opinions and pvrjtoncs of Sumner, when 
brought practically in contact with the great pur- 
pose of pi .serving tho Union upou the ha si- sug- 
gested l>y the Senator from Kentucky, how Jure 
we draw the inference that the Northern people 
are determined to hold us to their Northern plat- 
form—Union or no Union. I therefore appeal 
from Sumner to Sumner's constituents; from the 
IB'-II who disgrace the Senate carpet to the men 
who honor the furrow and the workshops; and 
taking hope, accordingly, I proclaim myself " u 
Union man," because I have an abiding confi- 
dence that such adjustments of the pa«t and such 
guarantees for the future, as will enable us to 
plow and to sleep as securely and tnjojingly as 
our brethren of the North do, will be accorded to 
us under the forms of the Constitution and the 
sanation of the laws. 

Having thus denoted that I have yet faith in 
tho manly justice of a majority of the people of 
the North, it is but proper to add, that so far as 
my counsel can avail in this body, they shall be 
ap|iealcl to a* ni-c-n— men with like infirmities 
of temper and of pride, hut yet with like percep- 
tions of Justice and of duty that we claim to 
posses:) ourselves. If wc but thus interrogate 
our own natures, and ask of each other the ques- 
tion as to how we would desire or expect to be 
addressed ourselves, we will bo at no loss In so 
shaping our expostulations n< to obtain for them 
a frank and fair hcarim:; and I feel just as cer- 
tain that the complications whi>-h now so ear- 
nestly summon us to counsel will be prop-rly ad- 
justed in tho Union, as that the people of the 
Union are capable of Jn>t and rational self-go- 
vernment. Sir, that feeling has l>een so inter- 
woven in the texture of all my political educa- 
tion, that at the age of fifty-seven I may safely 
assume it is the last reliance that will forsake me. 
It is upon that reliance, I repeat, that I am " a 
Union man;" and that although Southern — "to 
the minor bora, and to the manor bred"— a na- 
tive of Virginia, educated into manhood in Ken- 
tucky, and having worn out that manhood in 
Missouri— neither my education nor my observ- 
ation has been such as to cause me to abandon 



my reliance upon the ultimate justice of any poi 
tion of my countrymen, North or South. 

But I have been inquired of, upou a point o 
consistency, in this wise: "If, as you assume 
di.-uni»n l>e no remedy for any of the wroncs i 
which we complain, how docs it come to put- 
that even you, in a given contingent y, will m 
longer stand up for the Union''" My nnswi 
shall consist of an analogy which will render i 
at l-u>t appreciable by those who have neialiW 
in the country, itjioil adjoining estates, as I have 
With such it is not only convenient hut prfjtfa 
lie to live upon terms of reciprocal respect and mn- 
tual good will, and so I shall ever expect and strive 
to live. But if instead of reciprocating (as I 
know he does) the kindly offices of irood citixes- 
ship and good neighborhood, even the estimable 
and distinguished colleague who is so bonorrar, 
me with his attention in the course of thc-c 
wholly unpn meditated remarks, were to so its 
forget his own just and fraternal nature as to 
poison my spiiugs, or lire my barns, cast down 
my fences, and destroy my stock, I might suffiVi- 
ently subdue myself to expostulate with him, *- 
I propo-e that this Convention shall Co with 
even the worst men of the North. If my ni.t'i- 
bor wi-re to relent, it would be my duty to for- 
give him, and we would continue to lw nciji- 
bors, with no other remembrance of tho p«t 
than the infii mities of tho past. If, instead 
of relenting, however, of pa?t iirjnsti<t, 
the man who calls himself my neighbor 
shall turn upon me the glance of defiance or tie 
leer of disdain, and it shall thn> or otherwise be- 
come apparent that the evil and unncipLborlr 
practices, of which I had the right to complaia, 
arc to he kept up, then Iwillhuce ?io wore toi$ 
with that man — come what may! So of the 
association of these States, Mr. President, if ■ 
majority of the people of the now dominant sec- 
tion shall become deliberately \mju*t,per$'$ti*til) 
annoying and hopeles ly nnfratornal. 

Having thus, pc-haps, sufficiently indicated my 
judgment (or mmr properly my feelings) thai 
such a point w'l' be reached between neighbor- 
ing States, a- veil as neighboring citizens, thai 
tho long-w-.oiiged party will no longer con-ultthe 
mere que -lion of interest in determining his fu- 
ture association or dissociation, I dismif* the 
proposition by reiterating the opinion and the 
hope that wc shall newer be called to dep'orc f 
unhappy n period in our history as a nation 
Wrongs there will occasionally be, for (as re- 
marked upon another oi -carton last summer) (Am 
arc Incident to all thing* human. They may 
however, be tvdiv-sod in the future, as in tin 
pa-t, and all move on again together under th 
Government of our fathers, us well as under an; 
other government— for let it never be Jurgotttt 
on the contrary, let the axiom be ever present 
that as no government con be better than tli 
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evening of the 7th of !:ist. It was uono- 

and I think it unanswerable now, 

•>y including ihc soldier-statesman oi tlie 

Hermitage and a majority of butt 1 1 on ms of 

Congress of that day, in tho game category of 

illation which wo now hear in 

respect to every propoBftkm which ' 

the theoretical assertion of the authority of tho 

Qorma 

Sir, I urn of (hose who do not regard South 
CaroHnn, or the other States which (JMnlbthey 

have absolved themselves from allegiance to the 
; n which they hnvo so long shone as 
cherished sad resplendent members, n- 
either.i -vernimnt author- 

ity or the tiovemment protect ■ 
would forbear, as already any undue or 

injinH'ions eierritf of the ninhority allude : 

would resent with event, keener semslbilit 

redress with even ■ I tag hand, any in- 

dignity or any wrong whirh mny come npon her 
from those who may imagine n from 

y of her sisters. I cannot better de- 
note BQ : (US respect, air. Prcsiih-nr, 
than by reference to a case in tho statin 
■ad wMeh I am thereby tho more able to bring 
homo to myself, ns do untie** it will go home to 
the heart of I I and every mother in this 
crowded hall. Away off In tho old hi-torie 
eastern edge of the 
" OKI Dominion," I haven son at school, prepara- 
tory tn entering him at the Univendty. when 
some friends premonish me he will be I 
"secession," but where t Fin t him to 
t- in the Mndisonian school of "State 
Ughta." Semi-.innually I send flint son the 

t he troublous 
rime- upon which wc have fallen having reduced 
ni" to the n iv ••••.• i ty ul" ni.1 kin '_■■ hi- hut remittance, 
irough one of the flnaneiaj institu- 
tions of this city, the President of whom is a 
member of thi- Convention, an 1 is now honoring 
It bis ear. Well, sir, suppose that son, 
win n reesMpsj his father's draft, shall yield either 
to bad <• to tho Imp 

wild adventure, and instead of handing tho pro- 
i the good old President, to/whose family 
I have also made him a member,) shall del- 
to nso it in transporting himself beyond the reach 
or tho influence of parental authority—to 1 1 

pds of the seas, there to set ap 
for him d not say that I would ho 

deeply grieved, Mr. President— for that would be 
an expression too tamo for cither your feelings or 
mine— but this I say, and claim for it a 
response in every father's breast, that 
more than ever before I would continue 
to remember that with nil his waywardn 
was still my child; and if wretch so craven, or 
coward so preenming, should dare to strike or 
wrong that wandering, unprotected lioy, I would 
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mi lu the ends of the earth thai lie should 
last might of the old an! wi 
of his ontrnged father. And so of the W 
yet pre ■•■ rfcood of States, from whom 

ire hare hear' I te public- prints, ami mi ire 

e, in thi» hall, thfO 
credited representative of one of them. Be Stab 
ultimate destiny what it may, we can never for- 
got that .with ua they have given a histoii'' tad 
Bjfcfffotl the flair, of a comram. 

try — an o the ta- 

snd England 
tide or the other, in respect to the unhappy ooffl- 
i h we arc emir 
', I hut speak (Tie M iittrm-nis Of tli- 
al in. ii who sent mo here — aalb< 
speak the sentiments of every man (who t$ a 
jrrent broad State — that any foreign 
govcrn.ini-ntivhi.rh .-1ml! to wrong tho 

weakest or the met tzrtmj of Hm American ato- 

terhood shall feel the outraged arm of ever; 
American citiien. 
And now, Mr. President, with such aii allusion 
ural Address of the new iv-ldem as 
may become a citizen who perhaps expended at 
lean a* much tim<? and strength hi an earnest and 
an ardent effort to defeat him as any other in the 
State — with such an allusion to that message as 
may become the hiyh place from which I am 
thus honored to speak, I will trespass of 
sustaii of tbii intelligent and btQ- 

-scmbljr no longer. I trust I may be able 
to apeak ol that paper with becomi til: <■•■■ 
ation and candour— remembering only thut lam 
henceforward a tribune of the people, and no 
longer a political paiiimn. If so, Mr. Pn 
I will have accomplished that most difficult of all 
political achievement*, namely, the high and 
holy duty, iif times like these, of rendering jus- 
tice— simple justice — to apolitical adver- 
know that it requires not only a high, but an 
elevated and a self-abnegating courage to do this, 
and I pray for strength accordingly. 

Whnt, then, is the sura of the message which 
the country has received from the new IV 
sfnee our assemblage in this Hull? I have not 
only read it carefully and criticUingiy, but 60 
often as to have almost committed it to memory; 

i men of the furrow and the workshop, 
who sent mo hem, will at tout bear me record, 
that it is substantially Fueli a message an I pre- 
dict ■•!, against all clamor to the contrary, it 
had to be. In respect to the execution of 

'institutional provision for the rendi- 
tion of fugitive atoms, and in the total ab- 
negation of either official authority, or of 
personal inclination, to interfere with the I 
institutions of the South, would it not be both 
disingenuous and ungenerous to meet the appa- 
rently total unreserve of the Executive with 
even an affectation of distrust in regard to his sln- 



. l should t 
my own character for sincerity, were I tfci 

Ogn the dm • 
highest fum-t 

resulted In h 

lion might p mlcrtbe 

of the busting*. bu 1 hnresdMasssl 

rum, and I shall ntU'mpt to addree 
cnniingly. 

B&vingnext di 1 that the Union I 

not dissolved, the message but 
proache* the great qui 
respect t«> t lie execution c 

. 

the tt. ■•\wtii 

Federal revi line, and the duty 10 do so, or to! 
boar to do so, for the time being. n» iht i 

ful solution of tlio national trou' 

be inquired whether a mot •tt aad t 

forbearance of a m 
could be Sud 1 officer, i 

..in formally surrendering tin 
have but to read upon this point! 
words of the message 

regarded as couclogire of the p 

the executive discretion "in ererg ■- 

cording to the circumstances Actually exit 

with a view to the peaceful * 

ttonal troubles, a 

sympathies and ■ 

If, Mr. Pi 
Presidi i tie i 

cowardly and base enon 
of iinncecaaary or unfriitenml civil 
might even yet be doubi of the 
LiNCOLTf. As, however, tl 
implied in such a purpose is too mom-'.. 
human credulity, [ i!i-m' ught— no 

TUS HEW Aim I -. I ■■ l i. \-| Hiv 

and as between the theory of fraternal 

"Union," upon which they pb\ 

tho opposite theory of secession and 

war, upon which (if it bo so) the 

meat reposes, I scruple not to avow. In 

place, thut the sympathies and judgment of I 

people a r.' m ttfa myown — on tin 

ment of the "United States" and in 

tin- Govcrnmi nt of the " 

It will of course be with the latter go* 
10 determine 
of those of its own Bcetion, and el 
ore looking to such adjustments of 

;uftrfintCes fur the future, as i-hnll I 
benefits and burdens ol lie I i 
tod it» i-ontmunncc correspondingly rmtcrnal I 
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enduring — for, if Mr. Lincoln shall keep his 
word, in the sense in which he Intended it should 
l>e understood by all his countrymen, it will be 
neither from the fault or the folly of his Admin- 
istration if the menaced disintegration which as 
yet has been without result in blood, shall wear 
on :o that decisive and rinal extremity. God of 
uur Fathers! mar the orisons of a whole people 
ascend to Thee as grateful Incense; and wilt 
Tliou mercifully avert Irom them the horrors of a 
brother*' war! 

Dm I may be asked, as I have been, what I 
would have the new (io\ eminent to do in respect 
to the redelivery of the public forts, and the col- 
lection of the public revenue. As I may answer 
lie latter branch of that questiou here, without 
the presumption of supposing that it will be lis- 
tened to elsewhere, unless embodied in the ad- 
dress which I think should lie issue*! by this Con- 
v.ution, I will remark, with the greatest defer- 
on to the judgment of others, that in my opin- 
ion it would well become the approved soldier and 
statesman who is at the head of the Provisional 
Government at Montgomery, were he so to exert 
the influence to which he is but justly entitled, as 
to avoid any conflict of jurisdiction with the Gov- 
ernment ont of which he claims to have sprung, 
during the period whilst millions of men, as brave 
« h» is, are exhausting themselves to avert it. If, 
after Mich an appeal as will be made by this Con- 
tention, in conjunction with others, it shall be 
found that a majority of the people of the North 
art sis unr-flciin^ or as ob-tinate as many of 
ftiA' whom they have heretofore i-hoseiito rvprc- 
pm them— if, contrary to all my expectations 
•nd belief, and the expectations of tho " Union 
men" who sent ine here, there is reserved for us 
the humiliation of finding ourselves deceived in 
respect to such guarantees for the future as will 
esable n= to toil with the same hope, and to bleep 
»ith the same security as our brethren of the 
Xonhdi>— then, Mr. President, but not till then, let 
the conflict f-ome which is to decide the contro- 
versy of rival Gorerinneiils, and a tlieucefortli 
rival and embittered peoples. Until then, let the 
ft.* (inurnment at least go no farther than to so 
Co maintain its organization — not in unnecessary 
menace or annoyance, which I am sure would not 
comport either with the taste or the inclination of 
in Executive — but holdintr itself ready to resolve 
hself again Into the Federal Union, if the causes 
for which it went out arc properly adjusted, or to 
»««ertit> full and final Independence if they are not. 
In the event last supposed (but which I will not 
'oppose) the new government would not only be 
^lengthened to tit least double the niimlxr of its 
Pw»eiit array of States, but it would enter upon 
it- career of absolute am! unconditional inuViiend- 
| fnce with the sympathy and the prayers of good 
men, the world over. 0! who can overestimate 
the worth of that. 



Of such a government und people as that, Mr. 
President, I should have no fears. It would have 
been inaugurated in patient patriotism, for the 
redress of the wrongs of outraged humanity, and 
the God of justice and the (iod of battles would 
be with them as he was in tho wilderness with our 
fathers. Timid as I always have been, and growing 
still more timid as I grow old and grey, even J 
would not be afraid to fight in such a cause as 
that — for it would lie the last resort of the- dis- 
eipj.ilized and the oppressed against what would 
then have been written down as iltlihert'tc, per- 
sistent injustice! Put, gentlemen of the Con- 
vention, I oVrc neither tight myself, nor invoke oth- 
ers to a Held of fruten.nl strife, upon such an is- 
sue as has been tints far presented to the coun- 
try, or as I believe will be presented. I •■are not, 
whilst relying that a majority of the people of 
the North will as readily redress ull our sub-ian- 
tial t;rie% - ances as the forms- of the Constitution 
and of legislation will permit them to do— I i''»re 
not fight them, nor encourage others to do sj. 

'•I ilare do all that inny become a man— 

Who dares do more is soni.." 

The Chaiii. The question is on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. Ritciikv railed the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Our. I desire the resolution read again. 

The Secretary read the resolution. 

Tho yeas and nays were then called, and the 
resolution adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Linton offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention 
are due to Judge Blltrn for his patriotic and im- 
mortal spcrrh. 

Mr. BiRi'ii. I hojic, Mr. President, the gentle- 
man will withdraw the resolution. It is not usu- 
al to offer snch a resolution as that, and I fear It 
may constitute a precedent whicli will embarrass 
gentlemen in the future. 

The CiiAin. I will decide that it is unusual to 
Introduce snch a resolution, and I will not enter- 
tain it without tho consent of the house. 

Mr. Shkf.lev moved that the Convention now 
adjourn. 

Mr. Obr desired the cpntlcmnn to withdraw 
his motion for a moment, so as to enablo him to 
offer a resolution. 

Motion to adjourn withdrawn. 

Mr. Orr offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved. That it is the wish of this Conven- 
tion, that the resolution rescinding the resolution 
to print, shall not affect the resolutions offered 
previous to its passage, 

Mr. SnKEi.r.T renewed his motion to adjourn. 
Motion sustained, and Convention adjourned un- 
til to-morrow morning. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

Si. Locis, Much 8th, 1801. 

The Convention mot at 10 o'clock. 

President Price in the Chnir. 

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

Assistant-Secretary Caui'iiei.l rend the jour- 
nal, which was approved. 

Mr. Calhoun offered the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the differences existing be- 
tween the Northern and Southern States can bo 
better adjusted in the Union than out of it; and 
that it is only to be done by a spirit of mutual 
forbearance and concession. 

Resolved, That whenever we exhaust all ef- 
forts to compromise tho existing difference.-', and 
have given the people in Southern and Northern 
States time to reflect and act, and we see that on 
the part of the Free States and tho extreme 
Southern States, that they do not love the Union 
sufficiently to make concessions to preserve it, 
then it will behoove us, with the Bonier States — 
that is, thoso States bordering on tho Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, with North Carolina— to meet 
in convention and determine what will be best for 
them to do in tho premises. 

Referred to the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions. 

By Mr. Harm*. Resolved, That this Conven- 
tion earnestly desire an early settlement of tho 
questions which have unhappily estranged the 
people of the different sections of the United 
States from each other, and wo earnestly hope 
that measures may soon bo inaugurated to allay 
the present excitement, and restore peace and 
harmony among the several States, and that, in 
the opinion of this Convention, any attempt on 
the part of the Executive of tho United States to 
coerce by force of arms the seceding States again 
into the Union, will be both unwise and impolitic, 
tending to forco the Border States to seces- 
sion and all the States into civil war. 

Mr. HxTiBix. Would it be in order for the Con- 
vention to take action on that resolution? 

Tho Chair. I think not under tho resolution 
that was adopted. 

Mr. Harbin. Is the resolution debatable ? 

Tho Chair. Well, sir, tho resolution adopted 
somo days ago does not say that resolutions 
should bo referred without debate. If gentlemen 
desire to debate, I will not undertake to cut it off. 

Mr. Harbin. I desire to say that that resolu- 
tion is the sentiment of tho people whom I have 
tho honor to represent upon this floor. It con- 
tains my sentiments, sir, and one great object I 
have in offering it is to get the sense of the Con- 
vention upon those sentiments. I, sir, desire to 



represent my constituents upon this floor ; 
ing to their will. I believe their scntiracm 
these subjects are engrafted in tha: rest 
and the reason why I desire that this Con 
should take action upon it, if it is in order 
I believe that there is so much business n 
fore the Committee on Federal Relations t 
bably tho Committee will not be able to r 
several days. 

The Chaik. The ueutkman will effect 
Jcct by making a motiou to dispense n 
rules. 

Mr. Harbin. I make that motion. 

Mr. IlATcnER. I ask that the resoli 
read. 

The Secretary rend it. 

The Chaik, to Mr. Harbin. Do you < 
debate further before the question is take: 

Mr. Harbin. I desire to suspend the ) 

The question on suspending the rules * 
put, and answered in the negative. 

Resolution referred to tho Committee oi 
Relations. 

By Mr. Turner: 

Resolved, That we, the people of Mi«' 
immovubly attached to tho Coustitutioi 
United States, and that while wo have i 
tion for the patriotic names of Washing! 
fcrson and Madison, we will ever uphold 
fend that sacred instrument from the ■ 
treason and fanaticism of either Nor 
Southern traitors. 

Resolved, 2 J. That wo deny the exi= ten 
right of secession in governmental affair 
ing that the existence of such a right v 
destructive to the permanency of our 
government, which we understand to hi 
intended to bo perpetual by tho iVomet 
Constitution. 

Resolved, 3d. That while wc deny the 
secession, wc hold to the inalienable ri-l 
oluiion whenever tho government und< 
we live becomes so oppressive or tyrann 
the evils of revolution can better be b> 
endured than the oppression complained 

Resolved, 4. That in the opinion of 
ventlon, the General Government, is t 
dium of the liberties of the people of t! 
States, and as long as it continues to pr 
defend the liberties and rights of the c 
Missouri, so long will Missouri stand 
loyal to the Constitution and the Uuioi 
less of what other States may sec propc 
tho premises. 

Referred to the Committee on Fedc 
tions. 

By Mr. Catce. Resolved, That the C 
on Publication bo requested to have t 
dred copies of tho roil struck with tho 
address of each member for the use of i 
bora of the Convention. 
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lit Ckb «URe«tc 

:. Do« the ccnilcman ma 
I to so an" 
Mr. <!««. 1 simplx make the lOggastlon l" 

Mr I>nrv I moro that the number of five 
mind be * ninth uted lor thr 

Mr 8a ai h a thing 

to bo done, that I wonld arM an amendment to 

■^slon or calling of each member 

Mr. M< I will ns!-. the onntleinan 

hether it w. it the State 

their nativity , alio, bo as to show how many 
feck EopuMicuDi ore here? [ Laugh tor. I 
Mr.SBEEi.Er. I shall lmptovB your soggi 
at; Oat toy amend m iit. 

amond- 
ear. including the age, place of nativity, post- 
al address am] | of each moi 
kl requesting tlic members to furnish the 
it wit ! i ary i nfo rmation . 
■r.Ca I wo alii move to amend the 

.ii>i_-liH-r | 

gentleman will submit his 
Besdment In writing. 

Mi Ti mkh. I tiave an amendment which 1 
•cm!.l !:k' to offer, 

■it in order. 

Mr Obi: I ask tlie Chair, if it I* in onlcr to 
Iferaral 

TheCiKiu. No, fir- 

HaiajMtfloi :en on the adoption of 

Stam^Bilmcnl to the amendment, i: wi 
Wot 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
fesmdiaeiit, it was adojr 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

By Mr. ll«>» 

-.4, Thai the Committee on Printing be 
Nborised to con tract for the printing and bind- 
If of blank eopieaof the debates in and pro- 
sshngs of chi • Con vtntion. 

Mr I ' i will remark, Mr. President. 

Ulaehavc provided for the reporting i 
Nut*, of this Convention, hut 

provision whatever for the 
ihlka' .'-no the Cora- 

hs** an on I mould 

ireaui: i by the Convention. I 

ftMtolt Is intion, thai 

I d*ba*e« should bo published in some pcrma- 
«rlw«' with the proceedings of the 

mention, and la order to ascertain the <i'tise of 

•tition on that subject, and a 
■mine* to take action, I present this i 
t I will rem*' l 

I, it i< highly props for the 



purpose of economy, that we should know it at 
an cflkriy period. The debate* are published in a 
eity p*| ■■- can be printed for p 

h cheaper often morning, u I am in- 
formed by the printer, the types beinp it] 
at a future period, or alter the adjournment of 
.irrntion. 

Tho Chair. What number docs tho gen 'i 
propose to fill the blnnk with I 

Mr. Howell. I bava no definite number in my 
mind, I will suggest 5,000 co- 
Sir. BanrUT. Mr. President, I do not know 
that we possess tho authority of publishing tht 
debates of tills Convention, bin If I recoU 
law calling this Convention aright, there vi 

antarar for thl .- purpose. There 
•vision iiiithnriqng ikjXs Convention to 
have even reporters employed for the purpose of 
ing tho debates. If my recoOoettoa utvm 
me right, the Convention which sa: 
City in 1843 did employ reporters. They did not 
undertake to have the debates published, bnt 
left it for fu< 'ion on tho part of the 

Legislature. I do not think these debates 
have ever beou published yet. I m 
wrong in my recollection, but such It 
U at present. Then, sir, I am opposed to tins 
Convention undertaking the money of 

'ess WO have the authority of the 
dure to take it out of the treasury at once. 
We have no authority to bind the State of MB- 
fiuri t i Hum reporters, nor have we any author- 
ity lo biud the Slate to n publisher of these de- 
bates, and if we do, the Legislature may repudi- 
ate our action. We cannot spend money under 
the Constitution, and the only chance we have 
for getting at the State'* money indi-["-ni 
the Legislature, is to revolutionize the State and 
adopt a new Constitution. I therefore moro lo 
lay the resolution on the table. It Is suggested 
to mc around here, that the printing proposed 
will cost at least 510,000, 

Mr. Howeli,. Mr. President — 

Tho Ciiaib. Tho gentleman is not In order. 
A motion to table is before the House. 

Mr. Howei.l. I only wish to correct tho gen- 
tleman In regard lo a portion of his argument. 
I remarked that I offered the resolution in order 
to test the sense of the Convention at this early 
period, as it would be a matter of economy that 
the proceedings should be printed now, if printed 
at all. [Here the hammer fill | 

The Chair. The qnettiDB Still be on layintr 
the resolution on the table. Motion 
tained. 

By Mr. Bi su: 

Resolved, That the history <sf all nations 
ancient to modern timed, has proven thai the 
dismemberment of one nation Into several gov 
ernrnec lewies, has resulted in anar- 

chy, despotism and ruin; and that, us "in untax 
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there Is strength," so in disunion there is de- 
struction. 

Referred to the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions. 

By Mr. Ray : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be 
requested to inquire into the propriety of having 

numl>er of copies of the debates publish d 

in pamphlet form, and report the same to the 
Convention for farther action. 

Mr. Ray. I presume the resolution sufficiently 
explains itself. It simply authorizes a Commit- 
tee to inquire into the propriety of having the de- 
bates published. 

The resolution was adopted. 

By Mr. Leei-kr : 

Retained, By the people of Missouri, in Con- 
vention assembled: Whereas, great disquietude 
exists in this Government, in the Gulf States in 
the South, by the aggressions of the extreme 
Northern States, therefore 

Resolved, That this Convention condemns the 
aggressive policy of tho North, and the hasty and 
precipitate action of the Southern or seceding 
Statos. 

Resolved, That the course pursued by South 
Carolina and the other seceding States, is no rea- 
son that Missouri should follow their example. 

Resolved, That it is tho duty of Missouri and 
the other Border States to toko a firm position 
for the maintenance of tho Union, tho preserva- 
tion of our Constitution, and tho honor of our 
flag, and, if necessary, to form a Central Republic 
of the Border States, both North and South, 
adopting the Constitution as our supreme law, 
tho stars and stripes as our ensign, and invite our 
wandering sister States to assume their original 
places in the family of States forming this great 
Confederacy. 

Resolved, That this Convention is opposed to 
tho present executive attempting to coerce or 
force the seceding States back into the Union, 
and that this Convention is equally opposed to 
South Carolina attacking, or inaugurating a war, 
fur the purpose of capturing any fort, fortifica- 
tion or other public property belonging to the 
United States. 

Resolved, That the people wish all the nation- 
al difficulties settled, by some just and honorable 
compromise, and would for tlds purpose recom- 
mend those resolutions known as the Crittenden 
resolutions, or any other plnn that would do jus- 
tice both to tho North and tho Sonih. 

Referred to Committee on Federal Relations. 

By Mr. Lowa : 

Resolved, That the Inaugural Address of Pres- 
ident Lincoln is one of peace, and not of war. 

Mr. Howell. I move to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. Moss. Is that motion debatable? 

The Chair. No sir, it is not. 



Mr. Moss. Then I wish the gentleman to with- 
draw tho motion for a moment. 

Mr. Howell. I will do so as a matter of 
courtesy. 

Mr. Mo<«8. I arose yesterday in my seat, sir, 
and advocated the proposition to submit the Pres- 
ident's message to this House for discussion, and 
I did so, sir, from the best motives. I did so, >ir, 
knowing the effect that this document would 
linvc upon the people of Missouri, in the hands of 
desijrainc men, whose hearts are bentapon break- 
ing up this Confederacy. Sir, I hail from a coun- 
ty in which Lincoln did not get a single vote, and, 
sir, when tho secessionists raised their nag in 
that county, and went to the ballot box 
they did not get two hundred votes 
in the country-. My constituents, sir, 
arc Union men — devoted to the Union — and they 
lean to no sectional party. They arc men that 
dare, in this hour of trial, to stand between the 
two sections and demand peace. And, sir, I tell 
the friends of Union in this Assembly, that if that 
message, in tho hands of sharp and designing 
politicians, is permitted to be used as a lever to 
force the war question in Missouri, the friends of 
the Union will melt away like snow-flakes. I now 
tell you, Union men, if yon desire to hold your 
forces together, you must give encouragement to 
your friends in the country. They are looking to 
you for counsel. They have sent men to this 
Convention in whom thoy have faith, and I tell 
you the construction put upon that message wfll 
have a telling influence upon the fate of this 
Union, and decidedly upon tho fate of Mis- 
souri, and I hope that tho Union men in this 
Convention— men of age and experience- 
men who have got a reputation in Missouri— 
men whose voices will be heard and counsel 
relied upon — will come to the rescue this day, 
and send out to the people of Missouri a proper 
interpretation of this message. I am one of 
those, gentlemen of tho Convention, who believe 
that tho message looks to peace. I am a Southern 
man in every sense of the word. Every impulse 
of my heart beats in unison to the interest and 
cause of tho South, and I desire to protect South- 
ern institutions, and in doing so, to preserve this 
Union as tho greatest guarantee of protection for 
those institutions. I desire the friends of the 
caiiso I advocate, to come forward to-day, and let 
the people of Missouri understand wliut this Con- 
vention thinks of that message. I believe, sir, 
that any man of common sense can demonstrate 
that Lincoln is inclined for pence, ami thnt posi- 
tion can he sustuiued by reference to his message; 
and now, without further discussion, I hope that 
you will pass this resolution, for, I tell you, friends 
of the Union, that upon what is done here to-day 
will depoud greatly the fate of Missouri. This, as 
I remarked before, will be a prominent lever in 
tho hands of the enemies of the Union, and I 
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uter into an Investigation of that 
menage, and, sir, as they have manifested a dis- 
position to consult on the subject, I am not dis- 
posed, sir, as an humble representative, of this 
body to shrink from a responsibility of any rliar- 
acter whatever. I am alone responsible to my 

oentt for my action in this body, together 
■ ;th in-.- oqS agon , who represent more soi 
people than any other three gentlemen oo tills 
floor. I shall therefore vote ngum&t luying the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr- G-vntt. 1 wish briefly to stutf tbe reasons 
why I shall vote against laying this resolution pa 
the table. It has been said that the tbc->;i : i 
not definite, and many are doubtful as to it* 
meaning. In what better way tive'M 

the true construction of that rWsssge n 
comparing our views each with tin- other and 
discussing tli interpretations that may 

be put upon it. In the hope that an opportunity 
may be offered to do that, nml thai 
sion may be carried on in a Mr, candid aud 
ir.itiTial spirit, and that the message may be 

i red in ail its ports, thai m nap i 
the whole for the purpose of ascertaining the 
meaning Of euCh sentence, -u that wo may arrive 
at the best construction, and upon the most sore 
basil come to a conclusion ■ to what is the 
meaning of the man who now sits as Ch'af 
iie in oil seat at Washington, I shall 
vote against stifling debate and laying the rcso- 
ii the table. 
Mr. <ni:*v ELi.v. I desire to remark, that in 
voting upon this question, on laying it on the 
table, that in voting in the affirmative, I do not 
desire to be understood as declaring the Inaugu- 
ral address is significant of war, but in order 
that this Convention may proceed with the busi- 

□am which! think bow directly requires {hi ao- 
tion. I shall vote aye. 

Mr. Hatcher. Believing that there is much 
truth in the statement made by a gentleman on 
this floor yesterday, that there are about as many 
Opinions in regard to the Inaugural Address as 
there are delegates to this Convention, and be- 
lieving that this Convention cannot easily con- 
strue its real meaning, I think it is best to let the 
President's actions construe the President's words. 
And as "acilons Ppesfc louder than words." I pro- 
pose t" wail uuiil anion on the part of the Presi- 
dent wi he meaning uf (bote words. I 
ihiT'Torc vote aye. 

Mr. IhwiM. I tliii.ll vote for laying the resolu- 
tion qj'ou the table, sir, and I shall do It for the 
same reason which I pave ye s t erda y — against go- 
ing into a Committee of the Whole upon the In- 
Mganl Add) i"ve, sir, ft i 

Ittle ■! 'li--u-.iun, nml that tin . an unbe- 

MtfoB of party Ire! in £ 1119 p-irty 

spirit, I take occasion W rematU., <n . \.\v»X\ot* 
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ever much I may indorse the sentiments of that 
resolution, yet for the reasons I have given I shall 
vote aye. 

Sir. Linton: Rcg.tr ling the Inaugural as I do, 
as a message of paut, 1 shall vote no. 

Mr. Makmadukk: In voting in the atllrmative 
on this question, sir, I do not wish to he under- 
stood that it is ottered for the object of shuttling 
oft' the responsibility of the resolution on the one 
hand, or obviating it ontho other. I have fre- 
quently expressed my opinion upon the Inaugu- 
ral. I regard it as u peace message; hut whether 
. it is for peace or war, I think the discus.-ion now 
will have an unhappy tendency and an unhappy 
result on the uction of the Convention, and as I 
think the resolution is premature, 1 shall there- 
fore vote aye. 

Mr. Noiston : In voting against laying the res- 
olution on the table, I do so for the purpose of 
showing my feelings in favor of assuming the rc- 
spoiiHbility of expressing my views in regard to 
the construction to ho placed on that address- I 
shall vote no. 

Mr. Okk. It is stated lien- that the bringing up 
of this discussion will necessarily awaken p irty 
feeling. I hope this is not so. Wo shall certain- 
ly have to meet this issue before we leave here, 
and I know no better time to meet it than the 
present. I vote aeainst laying the resolution on 
the table, because I believe the message to he a 
peace measure, and because I believe that the 
people should know what we think about it. It has 
been stated that the people are as competent to 
form their conclusions as wc arc, but wo are 
pent here to take into consideration our Federal 
relations, and for this rea«on, I vote no. 

Mr 1'iiii.i.ns. I will just state that I do not re- 
gard the message as being a war message; yet, 
sir, believing, as I do, that ample opportunity 
will bo afforded before the Convention adjourns, 
for members to discuss this message hi oil its de- 
tails, and thinking that no harm can result from 
waiting until the proper time arrives to discuss 
it, I shall vote are. 

Mr. Ray. Understanding that a refusal to lay 
the resolution on the table will leave the question 
open for discussion, I vote no. 

Mr. lttnu. I view this message as n deelara- 
rntion of war against the institutions of the 
South. In iny judgment, it involves the doc- 
trines of (icorgc III, and declares war in the 
same way he declared war against the colonics. 
He avowed the purpose to execute the law with- 
in the limits, and the ram.- kind of a law, the law 
for the collecting of taxes. 

The Chaiii. I will remark to the gentleman 
that he cannot cuter into u discussion of the 
merits of the resolution, lie can only give, in a 
brief manner, his reasons why he votes for or 
against laving the resolution on the table. 



Mr. KtDn. I was not about to enter into set 
argument to show my views arc correct. Tint 
was not my purpo.-e. I was merely stating bt 
belief as to whether this was a war or a pew 
measure. 

Tut: Chair. That, the gentleman has not Ac 
right to do; he has the right to give hi- reuoH 
why ho will vote for or against it, but he nut 
no: enter into a discussion on the merits of the ' 
subject. 

Mr. Kr.ni). I submit to the ruling of the Chair, 
but I followed only the example of a gentian 
who preceded mo on that subject. 

Tin: CiiAiit. The gentlemen did not take H 
much latitude as the ircntlcman now on the floor, 
but he was stoppi d by the Chair. 

Mr. Kkhh. I will say then that I will vote aje, 
I and that I do not believe Missouri is pre part J M 
take up the gauntlet. 

Mr. KiTcnr.r. lielievingns I do that tha people 
wc have the honor to represent here, in part, ha* 
the ability and the right to interpret that message 
for themselves, and belie v in u it to be mydarf, 
sir, to try and transact business here that Art 
have not the |«>wcr to do, I feel then, sir, it is at? 
duty as one of their delegates to vote aye. 

Mr. Kowi.anii. I wish to give my rva<oai «iy 
T shall cast my vote against laying the rcsolotica 
on the tabic. I believe, sir, that if tho pmposiboe 
is laid on the table, the impression will got) 
the country thnt this Convention has decided that 
Mr. Lincoln's Inaugural Address is a war meas- 
ure. I consider that this is a test question, aaa 
tli.it it will have that effect upon the people of thf 
country, if wc vote to lay the proposition on tie 
tahli— or to make them infer thnt wc have ant 
assuredly decided that Lincoln is to make war 
upon them. I agree with the gentleman frca 
Clay— I believe this message is a peace measure, 
and I do not wish my constituents to hear that I 
have voted against it. 

Mr. Shack ulioiid of Howell: When I Toted 
yesterday and tho day before, against commiftiii| 
this thing to a Committee of the Whole, I did it 
believing we were forestalling or endeavoring a) 
forestall public opinion in advance of tho report 
of the Committee on Federal Relations. Believ- 
ing so, I voted against considering it, and I an 
unwilling now to consider it, inasmuch as I think 
the vote aiuonnts to nothing, and because I be- 
lieve my constituents can construe it for them- 
selves just as well as I can. I believe it will fore- 
stall the action of the committee, and as that 
will be opportunity offered every member i-f tlA* 
house to make speeches upon questions whl-b 
that committee will elaborate, after that commit- 
tee has reported, anil as I am unwilling to he 
placed in the inconsistent position of diini: one 
tiling one day and backing down the next, 1 
therefore vote aye. 
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was then announced a* follows: 

[cms. Alien, B;u:li'tt, Bans. Bast.!'. 

bQnn, Caycc, Chcnault, Collier, Co- 

Doniphan, D« uracil, I 
• it, Flood, Glvens, Gorin, Gravelly, 

Hill. Holt, Houyh. H 
twin, Jamison, Marmnduke, McCor- 
S(M II. 1'hillips. I'omrroy, Run 
Bitch : Sayer, Shackelford of 

Monlof St. Louis, Sbeeley, Wul- 
' ilson. Woolfolk, Ynjibuskirk, 
t— 92. 
inridge.Broadhend .Bridge, 
ter, Gamt, Bcnderson, Hen- 
hcock, Holmes, How, Libell, Jackson, 
Unton, Long, Marvin, 
ran, Meyer, Morrow, 
ICay, Rowland. Scott, Smith 
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Of Linn. Smith Of St I ."i::-. Tinner, Welch, Wood- 
lon, Wrigh.1 -3U, 

And tin- r< solution Was. laid OB lie tabic 

Mr. TfiiM.u. Mi Bonn day* am 

I offered a nuolndoB to ap poi n t a cooiBrf'Ke to 

;nnndmeiit> In |h> I 'mi-iim 
m>n -liould be referred. It w»* laid on the table 
If it is in order 1 move to take it up now. 

Mr. Wki.'.u. I had ihc honor, -ir. In tin- early 

part of this session, to offer to the Convention a 

proposed amendment to the Gonstiiuuun nl' ilii- 

regard to spe< ial le^i-lation. That mm-i d- 

thc Convention, «;i» laid upon 

the table, The proposition which ll BOW ! 
the Convention, rfi., to take up the resolution 
wbh ii rus been referred toby the genfJaman, 1 
hope will meet with the npprobntion of the Con- 
vention. There are n number of gentlem 

in this Come iit i.m, who believe tlmr this Conven- 
tion hat the power, and Ihut it ll t/ieir duty, to 
make certain BlteraHoiie in the fundamental law 
"i tM- State, and theic m other gentlemen who 

believe that ll. Ooi lion either lias not i In- 
power or should nut assume the power of making 
an amendment to that Constitution. 1 nm de.- ir- 
ons that this committee shall b by the 

a, thni they may, whenever a prop 
is referred to them, report bark io the Conven- 
tion whether or not, in thrir judgment, t 1 1 
nation either baa (he power to an end the Con- 
riftBtfam. or whether it is right and pi 
that they should do so. In my judgment 
there are several amendments that are I 
sory to the Constitution of this State, which I be- 
Heve the people and the times demand, and I am 
exceedingly anxious, sir, that thecommilti 
he appointed and ihii proposition he referred tn 
thi-m, in order Hint we may ascertain the sense ol 
the Convention as to whether they will entertain 
any such proposition at all or not. Now, those 
gentlemen upon lids floor who lune the honor, 

-elf, to hold scats in the Legislature, know , 
and your honor, from your recollection 
time when you filled the executive choir, well 
knows the utter abuse to which the Legislature ol 
this State cnirie> this system of special legislation. 

Tour honor well knows that our statute boot*, 
tor ihc last ten years, are tilled with actsdocbuiojl 
boyt Of age— ■leclariiigroiiiity roads State roads — 
changing county roads, changing State roads, 
abolishing Stat* roods, &e. They are bIbo full •->• 
special nets authorizing the Mile of nil aerate b - 
longing to minors, or persons not capable of man- 
aging their own affairs. Now, sir, I having hud 
Mime experience in the legislature, know the evil 
and tho abuses to winch this system otspecUl 
legislation is carried. I know, sir, that in din'i r- 
cnt sections of this State, wher 
versies — for instanee, in a particular neighbor- 
hood where •• exists, as to Which IS 

the proper route for a State tobA Va tosdc— 



Instead of miking their application to the 
County Oovtj where both sides can be beard 
and full justice bo done 1o both parties, 
inn- party sucuk. i>ll' iii the Lgirduturc, unknown 
Dtttar party, and the Brol thing lh| commu- 
nity known is that a bill has l«. hanging 
i dishing a Stute road iu direct opposition 
to i" i haps a majority of the people "i the neigh* 
borhood through which the road will run. Bolt 
i- in rceunl to those bilk and act s »r the Legisla- 
ture authorizing or dim ale of real ca- 
t . » i ■ i- longing to little children. Why, nr, in the 
last Legislature there was an act introduced au- 
ing the sale of thirty- live hundred acres of 
I i.i.i tnmj county, situated upon incline 1! the 
Ballroad, I took it upon myself, in obe- 
(0 what I believed to be my duly, to aid in 
ng that bill in the House when it came 

froni the Senate, ami I have recefved the hearty 

approbation of my constituents for that act. 
Sir, I Believe ttrii system of special legislation 

[meets wiih universal condemnniion nil over the 
State. I am anxious that thin Convention shall 
hat question np. It is useless to look to a 
n iiM-m from the Legislature itself. Yon might as 
w. ii try to accomplish an impossible leac as to 
:i-k the l-cgislnt ure of the State to remedy this 
gicut und growing evil. Why, -ir, if 
i -ii offer an amendment of this char- 
in the Legislature, almost every 
r on the tloor has a railroad bill in hi 4 
. or a bill, authorizing the mie of real 
estate by u minor, or a bill declaring some little 
boy uf ii;;c. uud every man on the door almost 
is m i erected in the defeat of such an amendment. 
Tbej areiaterand. Their constituents have re- 
l them to introduce these measure* for 

their rviici ud MtiifiMiIohf and evejy member 
hu.iiii: a bill of that kind, or perhaps a ilniwer- 
fiill, finds liimpiil/ in this condition. He must 
either oppoM the propK.-i'ion to amend the Con- 

stihilirti so u« tudcatroy thai aY-tcrn 01 '] 
ir else he violates the will 01 son« 
i-tiiucnrs. 
tfoWi tir, this body comes here fresh from tbe 
people of the State. Everyman on this door, 
— I may presume that every man upon this 
floor has had enough experience to know th.it 
of eiul Ictti.-laiiou is an outrage 
B rights Ol the people of the .Suite. la- 
htcait. sir, as I have already remarked, of hav- 
ing these rouds changed by the order of the 
(Jo uity Court at their own expcn.se, they go 
10 the City of Jefferson and COBIOBM li- 
the two Houses — which ore convened 
\pcuse of more than SI ,000 per day — they 
■ IltI.- tO enroll their bill--, in id OtU 
public printer to print ilntn U d our binder 
I them, and it all comes out of the State 
T/-i'.'i-ijrr, nhi-ri, ilr, i; || n matter, <>i private in - 
:li--m, and they alone should pay for It. 



Sir, this is n in litter of some importance 
people of the State. I was not pleased wi 
Convention so summarily dlapo»e«l 
ment to the Constitution, whleh 1 bad thi 

- ago; but pf course I a 

ing to be guided by the vrfll o4 
which I may be a member. I bo] 
thai this Convention will nntbom<- 

mint «>f that Committee. I b»pc the Ton 
COmpoacd of eminent legal i 
loor, land there are nun. 
them decide, ftrtt, whether this I 
the right, under the Bill of Rights and tl 
stitnlion of Missouri, to alter 

Constitution itself: and, secondly, aba 

would be wise and prudent I 

my own part, I Jo not for one motth i 

what this Convention is fully 

onrBill of Rights, not only to altei 

the fundamental law of the State, provide 

any instrument that they may sabstatatf i 

shall be republican in form. 

Mr. Smith, of St. Louis. I rise to ap 
order. A motion to take up m re* 
from the table is not debatable i - 
that point. Any member, as 1 
the rules, mu> object to taking It up, an 
the Sense of the Convention should 

The CuAin. I will remark that I have a 
more latitude to the gentleman than *M 
strictly proper, for the reason that I 
to be nothing else before tl ukm. 

Mi. il.vMT. Iii uiuiiou read, 

Tbe Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. (JAJiTT I have an at 
desire to offer. 

The Cil win. The gentleman i- 101 

the resolution is not yet before the hi 

Mr. Ti.itNEti, It is perhaps proper thai 1 
a remark here 

The Cn.tiit. A point of order bus been r 
All debate is out of order. 

Mr. Tim* En. I rise toaprivileg 
I understand it has been said that I propta 
interfere with the functions of 
State of Missouri — that I am in f;r- 
them out of their office. I have thi- - 
regard to that .statement, chut such was u< 
intention. 

The Cll.Mit. I have heard DO Mich arms 

Mr. TuBNKtt. It was madi 
body. 

The CHAin. Then you cannot reply to it 
The question is on taking up thi 

The resolution was clan taken up by ayes 

Mr. Cam i. Ithink that ,i prellmit 
will be proper, Entirely agreeing; w i 
ineiits oi the gentleman who preceded me, 
Welch,) I offer the following resolution as i 
atvtutc for that which is now peadfan 






4rrd. That a committee of set en be ap- 

b «ith in-tructions to report to 
acting the powers of ibis body 
i reform Dl il.e Constitution of the Stale 
iff. 

substitute is accepted by the gentleman 
the ttrst resolution, I have nothing more- 
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BR. I suppose there ran be no doubt 

potttr of (he Conrentloa to amend the 

■don. I 'lo not think there is any such 
U I h« io no objection to the substitute, 
i It occurs to me that the original 
kblfl to the substitute which 
offered by the gentleman from St. Louie, 
idopted, the committee, after 
un rln-ir legal opinion, will have 
inner tn do — lint If the original resolu- 
be adopted anil the proposed ameod- 
Tefem-d to the committee, tliey ran ra- 
il of them as they may deem proper; 
•ides, sir, I can ask the Convention to 
my proposition, which was re- 
ago. I hold that the original 
hends both the question of 
! lae question of propriety, whereas the 
only com prebends the question of 

Will the gentleman give way for 
r 

linly. 
I see the course of his remarks, 
j substitute. 
lit. The question Is on the adoption 
trifinal resolution. 
lUM for the ayes and noes, 

s*. If it is in order, I wfl] illlike a 
My own opinion is that this Con- 
n stinnably tl < amend 

« Oooslttutlou. On that subject, how- 
Be icry able gentlemen in this body differ 
While I accord this power to the Con- 
it I deem it wholly inex- 
nsrinirion, for the simple 
•re have been elected for the specific 
taking Into consideration th< 

of Missouri to the Federal 

the sister States of the Union. 

ed wiih reference to that suh- 

UMdvely. h l wish to seU forty 

ad la the county in which I live, and 

purpose send a general power of attorney 

Richmond, authorizing him to sell 

j to m" in that county, and * ith 

ihceld write him a letter ins; 

ifle forty inns, nobody 

werto sell et>ei m acre ol 

i ihiuk hii conduct very 

h yoirimv explicil instructions. 

ling to 

llld Olid that ih.it 



bad totd my house and little farm, and 
turned them adrift on the world. 1 would state, 
furthermore, thus I agree with the gem 
from Johnson, that our Constitution ought to be 
id, and amended in tin- very particauM 
specified by him. This special legislation is 
growing to be an noflBOUl evil, and there onght 
to be an amendment to the Constitution which 
won Id have the effect of checking it. But it II 
entirely within the power of tic- legislature to 
rlie< k it The Legislature can stop this 
special legislation without an amendment to 
the Constitution. Now, if the Legislature 

•rapcllcd to go forward with this 
h-gishiik.il link"- «'..■ did amend the Constitution, 
then I might pcrhap> i" Induced to i-ntcr upon 
the work, and introduce suitable amendments. 
But it is petfe n t for the Legislat lire, as 

the Constitution now stands— and I presume the 
member from Johnson will agree with me in 
this — to eschew special legislation. Tiny < mi do 
so. to-day, they can la H) urj time, so that there 
is in fact no overwhelming necessity for enter 
ing upon this subject by this Convention. Inas- 
much, therefore, as we have been elected with 
special reference to the relations cxi-ting between 
our State and the Federal Government an< I 
States, and with no reference whatever to any 
amendments to our State Constitution— although 
I MU6M wo have the power to amend our Stute 
Const itution in any particular— still I deem it in- 
expedient to en tor npontbat subject at all. I pro- 
sum i- that in condemning special legislation the 
Convention would be unanimous, but if wc uu- 
dertnke to entertain one amendment, there b no 
teling where wo may end. Some other geHtsO* 
man may point out some oilier amend men t 
which the exigency of the times may requJrU, 
und nuuther, another, and so on. Entertaining 
'In. si' views, I am opposed to taking up the sub- 
ject, and shall vote no to the resolution. 

A vote was then taken, and the rcsolntiou re- 
jected by tlie following vote: 

-Messrs. Bass, Bast, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Broadliead, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, I it .m. l'uiv- 
sor, Ganrt, (iravclly, Henderson, Hendricks, 
Hitchcock. Ilohnes, How, Howell, Hmlgins, Ib- 
belt, Jnckson, Johnson, Khld, Leeper, .Marvin, 
Miiupin, McGSUrg, Meyer. Morrow, Orr, Baukin. 
Scott, Smith of Linn, Smiih of St. Louis, Turner, 
Welch, Wilson, Wright, Zimmerman. 

Nats— HMSBi Allen, Bunlctt, Brown, ('me, 
I 'hcimiilt. Collier, Comingo, Crawford, Doniphan, 
liuiiiull, Liouglass, Drake. Demo, Flood. Foster, 
. "iorin, Harbin, Hntcher. Hill. Holt. lr- 
wtn, Jauii-on , Linton, Long, Murmaduke, Mnt- 
•00, Ifcl "iinuck, McDouell, Mcl'erran, Moss, 
OB, I'lollip-. IVmieroy. Iltty . BleiS, 
Kindir; , Bqh, U.iwlund, Sawyer, Svjtx, 9J&UI 
elfbrd of Howard, Shnctaiftna ot %v.\flw&,^w 
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ley, Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, Vanbuskirk, 
Mr. President 

Absent— Messrs. Birch, Gamble, Hall of Bu- 
chanan, Hall of Randolph, Hough, Knott, Pip- 
kin, Stewart, Tindall, Watkins. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until to- 
morrow mornlnir, at 10 o'clock. 



EIGHTH DAY. 

St. Loom, Maich 9th, 1861. 

Met at 10 a.m. 

Mr. President Price in the Chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal read and approved. 

Mr. Woolfolk, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, made the following report : 

The Committee on Printing respectfully report 
that they have made diligent inquiries in relation 
to the printing to be required by the Convention, 
and find It difficult to specify the precise kind of 
work necessary, and it is almost impossible to 
give a schedule of prices. 

The Committee have therefore made arrange- 
ments with Geo. Knai-p & Co., who agree to ex- 
ecute the printing for the Convention on the same 
basis as that adopted in the Revised Statutes of 
Missouri, and applicable to Public Printer. 

All printing in book form to be done on good, 
strong paper, in such type as may be directed by 
the Committee or officer having superintendence 
thereof. All documents and other jobwork with 
inch type and paper as may be directed by the 
proper officers. The printing to be done prompt- 
ly, in a neat and workmanlike manner. 

Price for blank forms, sixty-two and a half 
cents for the first eight quires, each, and for every 
additional quire, fifty cents. 

For public documents, the price to be fifty cents 
per thousand ems for the first hundred copies, and 
ten cents per thousand ems for each additional 
hundred copies. 

For book work, the price to be forty cents per 
thousand cms for the first hundred copies, 
and five cents per thousand cms each additional 
hundred copies. 

For pressing sheets, folding and stitching, and 
covering with strong paper cover, not over flvo 
cents per volume for less than thirty-two pages. 
For each volume, substantially half bound, leather 
corners and backs and lettered, thirty cents. 

That the Secretary of the Convention be in- 
structed to have the printing done by George 
Knapp & Co., on terms as above. 

Retolved, That the Secretary be instructed to 
have printed five thousand copies of the debates 
in pamphlet form, for the use of the members of 
the Convention. 

HENDRICKS, ) 

WOOLFOLK, > Committee on Printing. 

HOWELL, J 



Mr. Woolfolk. I will mnar 
possible for us to ascertain, defin 
or quality of printing the Conven 
We were necessarily then compel 
ply on some standard, and we hi 
standard of the State Printer, 
standard, when applied to this 
cheaper than the standard of the 
the printing required to be done 
tion will necessarily be considers 
than that required by the State. 
ther state, that we have engraftc 
lutions, a proposition to print 50 
from the fact that it is important 
tion to determine now, if it inten 
at all, whether it will have a 
ed. The type is up, 
taken down, of course it will cc 
tion much more than it does 
double the amount. In answer t 
passed yesterday, instructing tb 
Printing to inquire into the cost 
proceedings, I will state this, i 
printing one thousand copies, pr 
dred pages be filled, would be $C( 
sand copies, $280; of three the 
tour thousand, $440; of five 
Going upon the supposition thi 
hundred pages, it will only cost 
five thousand copies. I will add 
printing, hitherto, has been mc 
day, making in all about $50. 

The Chair. The question is > 
of this report. 

Mr. Siieeley. What will be t 
adoption. If we adopt the rep or 
necessarily bo printed? 

The Chair. I understand it s 

Mr. Siieelbt. Notwlthstand 
yesterday ? 

The Chair. The vote of yeste 
adoption of tho resolution whic 
requiring the committee to asccr 
terms the reports could be print 
form. 

Mr. Sheelet. This report nc 
reports to bo printed in pampb 
much? 

The Chair. It is a rcsolutloi 
that the Secretary have the print 

Mr. Siieeley. Well, sir, I am 
printing of the debates, and I 
actly how to proceed— whether 
table or to make some other mot 

The Chair. The report is su 
meat 

Mr. Sheelet. Well, I trust 
will abide by the action of yeste: 
much of tho report as relates t 
the debates will not be adopted. 
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The Chair. Ton move, then, to strike out 
that much of the report? 

Mr. Sheelet. I do; I believe it in the second 
resolution that I desire to be struck out, and I 
floiro it for the reason given yesterday, to- wit: 
That this Convention has no power over the 
Treasury of the State. We have no control over 
it and have no authority to pay one cent for the 
debates of this Convention. Wc can preserve 
tbem under the contract already made with re- 
porters, and if they are of sufficient importance, 
the Legislature win hereafter, in all probability, 
hare them published. As it is, they are subject 
io be deposited in the office of Secretary of 8tate. 
But if we go on now and authorise the debatos to 
be published, according to my understanding of 
the law, it will be done without any right what- 
ever to pay the publisher one cent. We have no 
fsad appropriated for that purpose, and, as I un- 
derstand our authority, although we are the peo- 
ple of Missouri, yet if we use the money of the 
treasury, it must be appropriated according to 
uw rales prescribed by the constitutional law. 
I trust, therefore, that the second resolution will 
hi itrleken out. Motion sustained — ayes 34, 
Met 26. 

The report as amended was then adopted. 

By Mr. Irwin: 

Whbkkas, A resolution was introduced into 
•Mi Convention on yesterday, declaring that the 
hMjrural of President Lincoln is one of peace 
sad not one of war, which resolution was, on 
notion, laid on the table, and 

Whereas, It has been reported that the action 
of the Convention may be viewed in the light of 
a tat vote; therefore, 

Rtaolttd, That the action of the Convention in 
laying said resolution on the table, cannot, with 
ttekast propriety or show of truth, be censid- 
«d as any test whatever of the sense of this 
Convention relative to the sentiments enunciated 
fa said resolution. 

Adopted without debate and with but one dis- 
■ttting voice. 

The Chair. I understand that there are seve- 
ral members who have not yet sent up their names 
»»d post-office addresses, Ac, under the resolu- 
tion adopted yesterday. As there seems to be 
nothing else before the Convention now, I would 
naaest them to come forward and hand a state 
"new to the Secretary. 

Several members then came forward and gave 
I" their Postofflce addresses. 

Bt Mr. Dins : Resolved, That the Commltteo 
on Printing shall contract for printing five thou- 
■ud rapics of the proceedings and debates of this 
Convention, in pamphlet form, and one thousand 
Bptos to be bound as soon as the General Assem- 
Wt shall make an appropriation to pay for the 



Mr. Dukn. It might be inferred by tho?o who 
misunderstood the motives that influenced the ac- 
tion of the Convention and members on this floor, 
on the subject of printing the proceedings and 
debates of this Convention — it might be erroneous- 
ly inferred that this Convention was indisposed to 
let the people of the State and the United Stales 
know what we were doing, and the reasons for 
our action. But for the enterprise of the city pa- 
pers, the -country would know nothing at all, 
even, of our debates, and but little of our pro- 
ceedings. We are indebted to the city papers for 
the means of communicating to the people of the 
State the proceedings of this Convention, and to 
the people of oar sister States; and I do think it 
is due to ourselves, and duo to those who have 
sent us here, that we should send out our pro- 
ceedings to the people of this State, and of our 
sister States, in an authentic form. At all events, 
we should, at least, show that we arc willing: to 
do so; and the only obstacle in the way of doing 
so is the apprehension existing on the part of 
some of tho members of this Convention that we 
have not the power to make an appropriation 
from the Treasury, for the purpose of defraying 
expenses. Let us take the position indicated by 
this resolution, that we are ready and desirous 
that our proceedings and debates shall be pub- 
lished, and should go before onr people and the 
people of our sister States, and then it 
remains with the General Assembly to 
determine whether they will make any appro- 
priation necessary to defray the expenses.* I 
agree with my friend from Jackson that this Con- 
vention will not have tho power to appropriate 
money out of the Treasury, and I acknowledge 
the force of his objection. But I doubt not my 
friend from Jackson will agree with me that it 
will be well to sustain this resolution which I have 
offered, and thereby place the responsibility of 
the publication where it properly belongx, viz. : 
the General Assembly. Surely, they will not 
wait a solitary moment in making tho necessary 
appropriation. Trusting, therefore, that they 
will make this appropriation, I hope the resolu- 
tion which I have offered will be unanimously 
adopted by the Convention. It steers clear of all 
objections which have been urged against prece- 
ding resolutions, and places the Convention where 
it ought to be placed — in the attitude of being 
perfectly willing to submit our debates to the 
scrutiny of tho people of our State and of our 
sister States. It is dne to us that this should be 
done, and I offer this resolution in the hope that 
it will recoive the unanimous concurrence of tho 
Convention. 

Mr. Ohr. I desire to say that I believe the 
debates ought to be published. I have, however, 
voted against the adoption of the report of tho 
Committee for a different reason than that sta ed 
by the gentleman from Jackson. I understand 
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the law calling this ('.munition, make* a prori. 
■JOB that nil members and necessary offlccre 
shall have, the snme pay as tbon of the I 
tore. I understand that a Public Printer is an 
officer of tha LeL-iskuirc. ami therefore, I under- 
stand that hf the law we have the power already 
Tested In us to pav Par th" prirniiii. 1 voted 
against the resolution because I thought that the 
law oT Missouri paid the Public Printer about one 
hundred percent, more than he ought to have, 
■Ml that the printing: could lw had on bet- 
ter terms than is uow the case ia accord- 
ance with the laws of Missouri. So Car as ma- 
ny ptorlafaa by the Legislature, or 
their appropriating money for this Convention 
>), I presume we can have our 
printing done without asking the Legislature 
am thing about it. I want it done on an econo- 
mical principle. I see from the statistics in the 
jpers, (anil I suppose they arc correct, | thai 
the pull lie printing costs the State of Missouri 
$10,000 |ier year, while in New York It is only 
$3t»,0tKI. 1 am, therefore, satisfied that we are 
paying too much for our public printing, and I 
want the matt< r so arranged as to have the print- 
ing dOIM at the lowest rate that will pay a man to 
dfl lb 

Mr. Deux : I have onlvono additional word of 
explanation. The resolution oootcmpliues no 
such thiiur as having this printing done by the 
Public Muter, but it auihnri-.es the committee to 
contract for that printing. Of course, in con- 
tracting, for it they will he free tomakc a contract 
with any publishing establishment in the State, 
and arc not confined to the Public Printer. One 
word of explanation in regard to myself. I 
WU1 no member of this Convention to suppose 
that I am Influenced to offer this 
Uon ia any expectation that I shall partici- 
pate largely in the debates. Thus fur I 
have said but little, and I will remark that 
I expect to say but little during the remainder 
of the session. My position is, in one parti an- 
lar, and Inn U-cn for the Inst twelve years or 
more, similar to the position occupied by some 
of i he (air ladies who have, during the session* 
of our < .'onvcntinn, honored us with their pres- 
ence. I Mta to the belles of the city, nnd I hope 
they will pardon, and tho Convention will pardon 
:i vmi.' dial in one particular 1 will occupy 
iln-ir position, and have occupied it for the Inst 
twelve years. The announcement of this fait 
may seem a little strange, bat when I state the 
point of resemblance between us — if I may so 
speak— it will no brags seem strnngii. For the 
past twelve years, as my friends know, I 
havo presided as Judge of the Fifth Judicial 
Obeaft, and the particular in which I re- 
semble the belles is that I havo made but 
few speeches myself. tafupa I should say 
in Juttea to them, thut I liavc made no 



speeches, for I presume they make no *pe«-hi 
—but during that time I hart tad 

lug to a greai 
these two particular-. I occupy fho same | 
as they— -making no spocchc-- 
a great many speeches made to mc [ I anghter. 
I hope, with this explanation, that the ladies' 
honor as with their pre- 
tlon to my claim t 
particulars. In snyinir this. ! 
tay that, having been out of the habit of speak- 
ing for the lust twelve years, 1 have sometimes 
got in the way of speaking by proxy, and 
expect, on this occasion, that some. 
birrs and friends, and colleagues, who ar» 
more accustomed to speaking than myself, "ill 
speak my sentiments, and that alt 
not indulcv lent in the di-tnltCS l» 

person , I hope to do so more efl 

With tlii:- explanation. Ihope the resolution «il 

pass unanimously. 

Mr. Fostek. I am very prond that my frfeod 
from Ray iJ disposed to be in favor of printing 
the debates ; but if he will allow roe to slats u 
much, he need not be at all uneasy as to whelk* 
er his resolution Is adopted or not, us I lei 
snre that the Legislature will not make tin- sp 
propriation. I even apprehend, from tin 
isi lion manifested by the Legislature, that tl 
not make an appropriation to remunerate num- 
bers of this Convention for their services here. Ia 
view of I his fie t, and in v : the r fact Jasl 

so far as I understand the law, we have n 

as we can see, to take money o 

treasury at all, I do not, therefore, see that *GT 
good can come from the resolution. So far u\ 
am concerned, I should like very much to see tfct 
acts of this Convention go before tic 
If iv c can manage it in any way to get them btlot* 
the public, I think it right to do - 
depend upon the Legislature of Missouri for 
bringing the facts of this Convention U-foretae 
public mind, my word for it, we shall nol 
action before the public at oil. Althi I 
Legislature of Missouri called this body into ex- 
istence, yet, sir, its complexion so very material!/ 

from the complexion of tin 
body, that if they hod the power, in id] 
inent, they would crush us out of 
day, und hence, so far as my n • t-ro«l. 

it shall he independent of thut body, regardln* 
of cons ci | ue n ces. 

Mr. Hudoins. I was sorry to hear one i 
voice against the resolution of the gen 
from I tay, I do not think, sir, that the . 
turc intends to pursue the course tier 
man (Mr. Foster) on mj left here suggests. I 
am satisfied they will make on appropria 
and in justico to them I will state lo-daj ilia 1 ' 
have no iluiibl nf it, -h 'I his I 'on 
important one, and the eye of the people of Ik* 




Son If looking la -*tit to do nothing 

■ rj mi* not willing ru ; 

r>f tltiM i ^invention will 
State of 
i or i iiu not ron- 

|d ret 

in regard to thnt matter, and iliac 
tauraulu ion ought to pass, and thnt the de- 
bits* 01 I >ld go before the 
pvplc. I expect to do nothing myself, bo far ».• 
•Wtof and speaking is concerned, that I shall 
on* iIk "sidon to withhold from an] 
or tie Union. I urn in favor, 
ntton. 
Vr. Dih<m A* Io what linn been said dls- 
tttrair of the legislative action, it is but proper 
•remark thai ! Mulder It at leui gratuitous, if 
( c have in fart no reason to doubt 
hmfcjj: ■ up which oiled as together 
•ill readily recognize all the usual expenses of 
UrB bodies ; end as about the beat political 
ntuflsr I erer met with was in tin- published de- 
■nw of the Virginia < lonvn ntion, i w hen I was a 
rwne man,) lam unwilling to withhold from 

may, in like 

', tend either to thttr edification or enable 

r to bold us to n just and intelligent 

: and utterances hero. 

I 'lall, there lore, vote fortius resolution of my 

WUea. 

Mr Sll I should like to make an in- 

not an order passed here some 

Isya ago. thai the scats not occupied by the 

nvemiou -I Id be appro pria- 

1 sec u number of ladles that 
lanot be Seated, a« the seats are o< -cupi-al by 
Mleneti, li ii i- in order, 1 us k that it be so 
mmageil that the Indies can get peats. 

• ii ntlemen who are not members 
and who are occupying the 

rim ■■.-Hi bin, will moke place for the 
re appropriated exclusively for the 

Mr. WtiMa*. Something has been said, sir. in 

Nation to an appropriation to pay the expenses 

ftho Convention. Now, according to my un- 

r-raiaadjiig, the Legislature supposed at the time, 

> provided fully for the necessary cs- 

Hutts of nn independent body, nod had placed ii 

tner of the Convention to defray all ne- 

«oary expenses, and I feel satisfied that, if there 

** been unr omission In this particular, it will 

I hope that provision will be 

lade, in some form or other, for the publication 

■and debates of this body. I 

■ink that it is due to the people of the State that. 

-ting 10 a large propor* 

on. kim) perhaps t'» all the people of this State, 

t broadcast all over the land. I 

no doubt but that, if legislative action shall 




be necesaary, it will be promptly rendered at an y 
tiro- 

Mr. Doniiiiin. I de-ire that ibis subject Ik- 
BTB* fori moment, iiirudir to permit the 
Chairman of the Committee on Federal Bel 
to make his report, .-o Unit the report may be 
printed tod Udonthameto. e, tnis 

-ubjei t v. ill iljrit no further discussion, it B 
disposed of at once and the report road after- 
frardat 

The di mr. The question will be on ihe adop- 
tion of the re.'olution. The resolution was then 
adopted. 

Mr. Uamble, from the Committee on Federal 
Relations, fhen made the following 

REPOBT. 

The Committee on Federal Relation 
to report. On looking to the present condition of 
our late prosperous happy and unit. 
wei»ai*venof our sisi.-r States of th' action 
of their Conventions declaring themselves sepa- 
rated from the United States, and organising for 
themselves a distinct run ional government; while 
other:- me in ■ disturbed condition, looking anx- 
inu-ly to the luttirc, and uncertain about all that 
is to come. 

If, in our astonishment at the sadden dl-rup. 
lion of our nation, we attempt to trace tin 
that have produced the disastrous result, we find 
that the origin of the difficulty is n.chr in the 
alienated feelings existing between the • Northern 
and Southern sections of the country, than in the 
actual injury suffered by cither; rather in tie B» 
tiripation of future evils, than in the pressure of 
any now actually endured. 

Ii i- tree thai (ha people of St*) Southern States 
huvc ii rtght t.i complain of the incessant abuse 
pound' upon their institutions by the pre?s, the 
pulpit, and many of the people of the North. It 
is true that they have a right to complain of le- 
gislative enactments designed to interfere with 
the assertion of their crinsiitiirioriiil rights. It is 
true that the hostile RBtUngi to Southern i 
tions entertained by many ur the North huvc 
manifested themselves in mob violence interfer- 
ing With the execution of taws niftdc to -I" me the 
tihern ■***■*" it is true that in 
0«e EnftUOf. i3>is (iinaiical feeling bus displayed 
itself in the actual invasion of a Southern State 
by a few madmen, who totally mlsundi rstood the 
institution they came to subvert, It is fine that 
ji ••■ ti'iiul political party hits been organ i 

lb, based upon ilic il.-.i iluir llir institu- 
tion of Southern slavery is imi t.i lie allowed CO 
extend Itself Into (he Territories of the United 

BOd that this party has lor tin- ; ■ 
possessed itself ol the power of the GovcranMBt. 
While it is thus true that the people of Ibt 
South have well-grounded complaints against 
miiny of their tcllow-. itizcnB of the North, it is 
equally true that nsOTtsjCwti \urv-, V*& \wk» -w-> 



complain: agatnsl the action of the Fedei 

:ii in any 1 if it.-* departments, as Assigned 
the rights of the Southern States. 
By mom inco np r e h en s fbl B delusion, many 
orn people hare come to believe that 3d 

SOIOC niannei ilu-v an chargeable Willi i-omjilir- 

■vluit they are plea-c<l to consider the sin of 

slavery, and for which, U BlstfSf in r li •• South- 

'«•} arc just unwli responsible as 

they an.' for i hi- lame relation cxi-ting in the 

heart of Africa. This in»rbi<l Sttudtrfem 

RtnirtBRdM by religion ■ad pokWeal ag. 
for the pupoae of mcreuiiuj their own 
tauce and advancing their own in 
an«i tlie iiiiuinii eoueqnenrat have followed ; out- 

Of UOll viol, nee and of political action 
again*: tin. 1 owners of slaves. 

While the i>n-juil~ e thus existing in the 
N'nih'.Tit miini is latrni, nut exolbtdne Itoalf in 
anion, vn may lament it- <xi<t<.nii' and iln- 
estrangement it i>r<i«lii'-c-: but we tin-t in swli 
ease, ag in till oiiiers of similar character. Hint ■ 
of the subject will nmon M 

prejudice. Already the awakened attention of 

tin: N'l.rtli'Tn people gi\ rot pTOlnlM that the mi«- 
arable ngicaton will be itript of their novel on t 

illi'- mind, mid that reafOD and a correct 
if duty ninl ui justice will ultimately pre- 
vail n Dor Northern Ntow-cithsina te 
fulfill nil the dmies tli<\v owe to us as i i 
the same country, lmtii.' under tli 
lotion, Inheritors of Hie same blood, and sharers 
in the MBM Destiny, 

So far as the prejudice-complained of has mani- 
tested Itself in legislative lotion, Om oompHUM 
if not merely that such action violates the Coti- 
:i ■>( the United States, because our own 
State ha* passed acts whirh Imvc been declared 
by ourown judicial tribunals- and by the BnOMBU 
Oourt of tin- United Stales to be rwtltkm Of Ebfl 
inii.ni of the United State-; and those 

in' with the judicial history m the country 
know that many, if not all the States of the 
Union, have at times passed laws which lnive. 
been held to be inconsistent with that Constitu- 
tion. Some of these acts related to land titles, 
some to contracts,, some affected niiimn'tn- with 
foreign nations and between the States; hut all 
inch laws us they were, nut produced bj VXJ 
sectional feeling, were left to be decided upon by 
the tribunals of the country with mi ultimate ap- 
p>cal to the Supremo Goon of the United BtatM , 
the final iirbiter on all eases trttiag under the 

ration. Sneh ca-e- produced no c\ejtc- 
njccit in tlie public mind, and all confidence was 
reposed in that elevated tribunal that it would 
vindicate the supremacy of the Constitution. 

There ■ BO WWOO to appWfasBfl tflM that tri- 
bunal would shrink from dcclarine. the c hiss of 
enactments Of Which we are now treating, which 
are aJmed against the right* of slaveholders, re- 



pugnant to the Constitution and therefor, 
r lie iv i-, therefore, an obvious ran 

ir'icv.inee arising out of this i 

it, and that, too, a remedy provided 
i ' iii-iiiution itself for an evl! foreseen when 
made. Moreover, there are indications « 
turning senile of justice in the Northern 
irnui which » a iu.iv hope for Uie voluntary 
ofth its. 

Upou the subject of the violent interfere 
mobs -wiili tlie i:\c-uiion of (he fiigiti* 
law, and th 

with lie Ir owners In tl rn 8ra* 

propoi to ob* rt ign> Itou 

ilii- bud ■ -pit it ni insubordination \o U 
is probably unequalled in any other c 
country on the giobe. While' this is true 
fact of which we can still be proud that tl 
eini trUranali or the Federal Governmea 
not failed in any case brought before tl 
niaiiitain the right- of Southern citizens 

punish the viol.it ;is of ti e 

When Southern -oil i-. Invaded by Ni 
madmen for the purpose of overthrowing 
sritutinn of slavery, thev meet their death 
law, and that is tlie end 01 their schema. 

The fact that u sectioniil party avowing i 
tion to the admission of slave 
n - ol the l/nitcd States has been organi* 
ha.- tor the present obtained posse 
Government, Is to be deeply regretted, t>ei 
opens before us all the dangers against wt 
Father of his Countrv so iMrm ,-ily warned 

lint the history of our country for a mi; 
years back, instructs us in tlie truth that r 
parties, even when coming into power wll 
whelming popularity, soon melt Be. 
influence of Internal jealousies, and dita 
ments, and the nttacks of vigil 

When a party comes into power up 
of a single question of policy, th 
found the truth, that government cat 
administered upon a single idea, and its I 
ten* become divided upon the questions 
all ret their own interests. 

There is evory reason to hope to 
which lias ju-t assumed tlie i 
will feel that the vast Interests intni- 
ilicir uiana^etuent, arc of much grea 
portance than the question, whether 
shallor shall not be admitted into all the 1 
ry that now belongs to tlie United States. 
is reason to hope that when the masse*' 
party understuud that the admi- 
iuto a Territory does not increase the mil 
slaves in ben. il lotai 

arrangement with their Bontfeflm hmhl 
shall assure to them eq oal rights in the o 
Territories. 

Under the state of fact* now existing, I: 
seem almost needless to speak of the prop 
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.raging in a revelation 

QOTCfllinent. Secession is 

amonty employed when the reroln- 

i progre** Li mentioned; but as rho 

rtioD of tbe U tilled States recognise! do 

b any B i stroy the government, 

i "swtaMon," when used in this puper.is 

tdentood as equivalent to revolution. 

irolm Missouri In revolution, under 

circumstances, hj certainly not demanded 

magnitude of the grievances of which wo 

n, nor by tin- certainty thai they cannot 

■ad mow peacefully remedied, nor 

■ y would be remedied or even 

stub revolution. 

KMition of Missouri in relation to the ad- 

tates which would continnoin the Union, 

arfly expose her, if Blie become a 

•of anew confederacy, to utter destruction 

•r uny rapture might take place between 

ilici. In a military ospeet, se- 

rimneetion with a Southern Con- 

r Is ana 
roar largest interests would perish un- 

.de. 
I to the State mnsl cease. No South- 
would come to the fron- 
Uiern man won Id come to this 
ly hostile to his native 

a»e interest would be destroyed, because 
ild b»»e no better right to recapture a 
und in >• than we now have In 

The owners of slaves mast either ro- 
om to the South, or sell them, and 
r years exhibit the spectacle 
. most advantageous and 
.lions to the old Union, in order to 
n a slareholdlng confederacy, and having 

<>t revolution by Missouri, under 
"stance*, b not, wo believe, serious- 
mined by any member Of this Convention. 

now the true position for M i 

!■• " Evidently that of a State wln>5ein- 

niiii up in the maintenance of the 

i»'i whose kind feelings and strong sym-. 

an with the people of the Southern 

»iili Hlmm we are connected by ties of 

ip and of Mood. We want the peace and 

f of the country restored, and we want 

thus. To go with iheni as they are now, 

th* government our fathers bid Kiel, in 

uri from the constella- 

ruin ourselves without 

Mb any good. We cannot now follow 

" up tbe Union; j 

I u ce them to take 

:- in the family from which 

attrmi u-atc themselves. 

rposu we will not only recommend a 




compromise with which theyougnl It 

but we will unite in tin' ernli-moc U pTOCBra mi 
whole family of States in order 
that In a General Con veti i ion inch amendments 
to the Constitution may bo agreed upon a.* i-hall 
paounentrj reRORi harmony H too whole na- 
tion. 

While attempts are being mnde to heal the pre- 
sent dlvhdoni, it U a matter of tin- highest im- 
portance that there should un-ur DO militmy eon- 
llict between the Federal Government end the 
government of any of the seceded States. Bod 
conflict will certainly ptndOM ■ high state Of ex- 
asperation and very probably render aboi 1 

mmptS to iidjll-t the mutter- uf dim retJCO. 

admitted that every government 
masi possess the power to execute It) own Inwe, 
and tliat the Government ni il. 

■ jilinn to (Ml DMCMftfJ And imivcr.-al rule, 
still, in a case such as that with which we are now 
dealing it is all important that I ilmrity 

si inn lil remember that such pov i . en to 

be exercised for flic destruction of the govern- 
ment, under the guiseof maintainlngiis authority. 
The question of exercising such power is lobe 
determined with a view to all cxisiing ei 
stances, and while the power itself entile.: DC 
•i ed the greatest patience and forbearance 
may often be required in order to prevent evil! in 
the highest degree dangerous to the peace of the 
nation. 
Placed as Missouri is in the verv centre of the 
racy, united to all its parts and interested 
in the prosperity of each part, she 
to the Government of the United States and to 
the Governments of the seceding States, nut in 
the language of menace but of kimln- 
threatening but entreating; and with tbla feeling 
she would ask nil coni-emed in the governments 
10 nvniil nl! military collisions which would a itb- 
out doubt produce uneonrrollableexeitemcnt, mid 
very probably ruinous civil war. Civil war 
among the American people, the citizens of the 
freest nation of the world, bleat of God, envied of 
man, would bo a spectacle at which humanity 
would shudder, over which freedom would weep, 
and from which, Christianity affrighted would flee 
away. 

If it be the glorious mission of Missouri to aid 
in arresting the progress of revolution and in 
restoring pence und prosperity to the country ; il 
she shall be instrumental in binding together 
again the hearts of the American people, mid 
thus restoring the union of all totf on U 
the union of political and individual inten. 
will but occupy the position for which nature 
designed her by giviughera central position, 
and endowing her with all the I I wealth 

and power. And why should -lie not? — she was 
brought forth in u storm and cradled in a cava- 



\ 8h« can resist the one on J recommend 
theo: 

In order to express her opinion* and » 
the rttHowtog resolutions are submitted ! 

Resolve/, That at present there is no adequate 

'impel Missouri to dissolve \tm aoflflWr 

lion with the Federal Union, but on the contrary 

she will labor for such an adjustment of existing 

troubles tttirill secure the peace as well as the 

■ad equality of all the States. 

Resolved, That the people of this State are 
Bj attachi d to the institutions of our coun- 
try w4, eaiiie-tlv dtldie thai bj ■ fair and amica- 
ble adjustment nil the causes of disagreement 
that at present unfortunately distract us as a peo- 
ple may be removed, to the end thai "ur Union 
mny be preserved and perpetuated, and peaceand 
harmony bo restored between the North and the 
South. 

Hi :.,jh',J, That the pcojll of thjl Starr "levin 
tlluaim b> the Constitulii.il of the Uni- 

ted State*, proposed by the Hon. John J. Crit- 
tenden, of Kentucky, with lheest«i«fon of the 
same to the Territory hereafter to be acquired by 
or otherwise, a basis of adjustment which 
will successfully remove the causes of difference 
torrvcr Horn the arena of national politics. 

AaaofofftZ, Hum the people of Missouri believe 
the peaee and quiet of the country will be pru- 
BMttftd hy * I'unvention to propose amendment:- 
to the Constitution of the United States, and tlii> 
Convention therefore urges the Legislature of this 
State to take the proper step* for calling 6noh a 
Convention in pursuance of the fifth article of the 
Constitution, and for providing by law for an 
eli •tmiiof one delegate to Such Convention from 
each electoral district in this State. 

Suolved, Tlmt, in ihe opinion or this Con- 
vention, the employment of military force by the 
Federal Government to coerce the submission of 
eding States, or the employment of milita- 
i.v I'nnc by tlte seceding States to assail the 
nment of the United Slates, will inevitably 
plunge this country into civil war, and thereby 
entirely extinguish all hope of an amicable settle* 
meat of the fearful issues now pending before ihc 
country; we therefore earnestly entreat aa well 
tin Federal Government as the seceding Suites to 
withhold and stay the arm of mill tare power, and 
on no pretence whatever bring upon the nation 
the horrors of civil war. 

R&ioli'ed, That when this Convention adjourns 
its session in the city of St. Louis, it will adjourn 
to meet in the Hall of the House of Kopre-rnm- 
tives at Jefferson City, on the third Monday of 
December, 1801. 

Resolved, That a Committee of be elected 

by this Convention, n majority of which shall 
have power to call this Convention together at 
mi eh time prior to the third Monday oi Dsebb> 
her, and at such place as they may think the pub- 




lie exigondc mron i 

survivor of mid Committee -hull have po« 
fill any nit ma > hapj-en in said 

mittec by death, rcsigt. 
iug the reccssof this CouveiK ion. 
GAMBLE, 

Mr.Hi'Mi 11 w That report is a ' 

t»t important busincM 
Convention . I therefore, move that it bo I 
the table with an order to he printed, and 
i >rdcr for Monday, at 10 1-2 o 
v ore- of the memben of thai Committet 
say that I have differed, in some respects, 
the Committee in the wording, agreement 
propositions combined in the report, but a 
(lciently so to induce me to offer any oppc 
I understand, however, that some of the mi 
of that Committee intended presenting a 
ity report, and as Jntlgc Gamble ha* f»; 
State it, at their request I consider it pre- 
make the stiitement. 

Mr. Gamule. I intended to make I 
as soon as I should gel ihe foot. 

Mr. Dovinus. My object i 
to ask that the resolution In la 
printed, and made the spei ial ordi r 
o'clock, on Monday. 

Mr. Kkdd. Pending thai motion 1 d« 
say, as n member of that CommllsM, that 
the temper and spirit of that report row 
hearty approval, while in its arguments at 
elusions, in the main, I concur. 1 mast sa 
the plan of adjustment laid I 
nieiit. will not attain the end sought— nam 
preservation of the Union : and » ith all dot 
once to the superior aid, with all due defer 
the vastly superior abilities of the majority 
Committee, I must say that I deem it nq i 
duty I owe to my country,a d 
— to ask to present a minority report 
the reasons that have lei my mind to tl 
elusion that the plun of adj» 

i in that report will fail to atn 
end sought, and to present the only plan it 

in my judgment, attain that end. The' 
others of the committee who differed ■ 
majority in regard to that plan. I 
vastly superior ability to myself— gentlem 
are familiar with the proceedings of dtUI 
lnhlies, (as I am not and have nevtt 
we relied upon these gentlemen, as 
that some one of tlicm would prcpiro a a 
report, presenting the plan that met ouraj 
lr luid not been done this morning, howci 
so I sketched out a hasty rep 
it in the committee room. It is not in t 
rion now that I would desire to present it 
Convention. If there be no parii 
tliat will prohibit it, 1 desire to prosi 
norlty report on Monday next, It 
a parliamentary rule, I will present the n 
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i-tix. IflCMUB will have leave to 

hi* minority report mi UoAdaj next, if 

in i- ■ ■■'.• . 
ive. 

une. Leave is granted. 

idd. Ik w i i than, Mr. Presi- 

ii the journal, if yoa please. 

ui-et. I would ask whether It would 

•r foi I he has pre- 

rcpot ll to tin: printer, »o that 

h repori - pi 
I -. • n ■ j reason why it should 

re. 

hut. Then, if in order, I will make 

Ki- 
ll I c<m the report prepared in 

II furnish ll to the printer. 

CCKI^ ' I I understand there is a 

u In i In- gentleman from. Mnriun, lo 

rport iortoita submission lo 

niton. U. that so ? 

•ho agreement on fac 
aeation, and 

fko objection, and it wag so ordered. 

•tJon will be on laying the report on 

>nd or doting it to be printed. 

ri of Mr. Doniphan wag tben agreed 
of Mr. Siivckei-iord, of Howard, 
nrion then adjourned. 



JINTH DAY. 

St. Locrs, March Jlih, 1861. 
ion met at 10 o'clock, a.m. 
t Pan i iii ill.- Chair. 

!,iin 
rani was read and approved. 

rod the following resolution : 
%«, an article appears in the M 
«, of this morning, of which the lol- 
.copy: 

For ti.e ici'puMlean. 
» Precipitate Missouri into Dis- 
union Exposed I 

thin the last four day* n promi- 
man of 1 liin city, whu was a candidate for 
ition n intioiiul tirkt-t, was 

a by sc» criil gentlemen, who slated tlmt 
■ lib in, w in session was utiMiuiid. 
ira* uectosary to take measure* to liuve 
■sada; and to bring about that result the 
lo whom I allude was Invited to meet. Ids 
■ certain designutcd evening, and at an 
place, to take the preliminary step* to 
late into cecendon. 

i-nion above icfcrrcd to answered bin visi- 
rtnlngtlii-in Hint they hail mistaken their 
»*• tint a secessionist, and was opposed 
lis visitors charged him ulrli . i.iny 




log his ground, which charge was denied, and the 
msiti-r was cut short by the gentlemen being 
If bi:.I .■raphatically told that if they held tin -ir im I .1- 
ing they would be exposed. 

Tiic nn i ting was not held at the place Indicated! 
and it Is not known whether it was held at any oth- 
er place or not. 

The gentleman who gave me the foregoing 
nation Is the same who was waited upon by the par- 
ty of secessionist* , and, although I have not attempt- 
ed to give big language, 1 give the substance offhg 
tacts he told me, and I doubt not thnt llu-y <«n be 
auhs tun Hated, if need be. My Informant is a mun of 
truth, and witt not cat his words. E. 

ftexolved. That a committee be appointed to 
inquire Into the facts and circumstances connect- 
ed with so daring a conspiracy as the one therein 
bHsAaVJamd, tad that said committee have pow- 
er to send for persons and papers, aiid to sit dur- 
ing the session of this Convention. 

Mr Hircii. Ordinarily, Mr. President, no 
person pays less attention than 1 do to what may 
In- tamed AH sensation dispatches, or the sensa- 
tion articles, of the political press. 1 h.ivc mu-1i 
Information, however, in regard to the matter 
and Hie veracity of this article, that with the 
views I entertain of our duties here, 1 may not 
forego the corresponding duty I have risen to per- 
form. I have the Information from nqqoei 
hlc sources— and this, without involving any 
breuch of courtesy or of confidence— thnt the 
author of the communication embodied in my re- 
solution is Captain \. .1. Eaton, a name as fami- 
liarily and a* favorably known to ua as that of 
any citizen of the State; and that the gentleman 
in tkil city who was thus mistakenly approached 
by adepntation or committee from Jefferson (as 
I understand it) was Col. L. V. Bogy, u citizen of 
couat position, and of the same elevated Older of 
unyicldiiigpatrioti.«m. Under circumstances thus 
cliullenginEOur attention, it is tint SmMNtssM of 
us thnt we look further into ilicm, and Unit an men 
who have been selected and sworn to "xee lh«f tht 

Stare suffer* no detriment." wa should ilnink 
from no duty, however unpleasant or responsible, 
[)mt tuny confront us, either here or elsewhere, 
now or hereafter. If the Committee, as the or- 
gan of the Convention, can do no more, it enn at 
least draw forth and report the namea and posi- 
tion of the desperate and reckless conspirators 
who thus, under the frown of the Legislature and 
the frown Of this Convent ion of the 1'eople, are 
alleged to bo devi.-ing Hccret and revolutionary 
menus "to force the State into man ion. ' ' I add 
no more, at present, except to repeat that, M- 
•'Onling to my estimate of our duties here, they 
reduce- themselves, In this connection, to the max- 
im upon which the most illustrious or our heroes 
mm but instinctively impelled to act upon a mem- 
orable occasion at New Orleans — "eurp, M ijuid 
dttrimenth renpublica capiat" — not under the of- 

Leti^iiuiion of 'Mi! Mini-.," as in R 
where the worda I have quoted esmtfAvutoyi. fet 



no 



charge of Ihe ofHce, but as representatives of llH 

*bo prfl] i h- wiih n in nil legiiimate at- 
ham and to frustrate tbo peril 
has been thus foreshadowed to us, n- ili»> mm 
with i|].- i ! hi>i rii > us hero io whom I have all u- 
dcd, Hid that, in spite of the technical! ! . 
the cavils whi !i MR then thrown in M way, u 
ili.-y nig nmv ba thrown In ours. I trust, Ibem- 

•it ion iiiiiy In- ii|i..pl"-(l, ihi' fiiiii- 

appointed, and go into session without un- 
necessary tk-lnv. 

Mr. Sm i. i.i. v. Are any members of the Con- 
vention implicated? 

Mr. Hn;< ii. Not that I nm aware of or believe. 
Through the agency of Qu COfnlBitMo, however. 
m mav examine memi>en of the Convention u- 
well as any other persooB. 

Mr. KxOtt. I desire to nsk a question. What 

does the gentleman ptopose to da with theae men 

mis they are in favor of taking Missouri 

oui i.i the Union. What will he ilo with them ir 

iliat they are Caialinet, delegated to 

U OBI Of flU I'nion. wln-ther M want to go 

or not? 

Mr. Bntcu. Well, Mr. I'residiMit, I would mea- 
Sluts my words nnd hence repress my feelings 
accordingly. I have said only on this floor, that 
I would present those names to this Convention, 
UJd [ would tTOft the I 'oincntion in any miIi- a- 
quent ur nliimtitc lt£pf. WeCN culled here, nil- 
Of mission is a mockery, to see that this 
nfltel no detriment at the hands of any 
one whatever, and we have all the powers hero 
ihnt i In- people of Missouri have fur that purpose. 
-]. niiin, therefore,, that, if we 
-■ 1 1 ■ • 1 1 i - 1 get the names, and if we should get snch 
facts In connection with the names, as will justify 
jniv liiliuv 01 further fel ttOfl •>! tMl Convention, 
I fear not hut that it will take sin h Itspl as may 
seem neofitaarj to preserve the state. That is 
all I desire to say now upon this eu) jivi. 

Mr. Kmiit. Does thu gentleman believe that, 
Individuals can take thU State out of the Union, 
if this Convention is not willing to go? 

Mr. Ill in 'ii. E will answer Hint. I think this 
Convention can possibly prevent bad men from 
carrying out thehr combinations — if it should be 
found they are m combination nil over the Slate 
—Unit we may possibly arrest their alleged pro- 
grnmmc of hoisting a secession Hag on a given 
day in r.n-v vUlft'.-e of the State, us the signal or 
general ruvolt. 1 1 hi uk we may have the power 
to at least countervail them in tln-ii mad and 
traitorous career. Bat, as I have not anticipated 
these questions, I v, ill Dot My what el.-e it might 
become us to do; but I doubt not the Convention 
will do whatever it may become it to do, alter its 
appropriate committee shall have collected and 
spread before it the facts which are alleged to ex- 
ist in this case, 
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Mr. Ml I I iRM " <■ i ■ 

The resolution was read by the Secret! 
Mv Kkott. 1 do rot think there i* mi 
L-T"f Missouri being hurried Oat i 

I think the people of Missouri have rsxjr 
expressed their tie termination to rtaj 
Union by an overwhelming majority, 
500, or 10,000 designing spirit* canM 
and more than that, 1 cannot see any 
benefit to be derive* I from the ndoptto 
resolution to raise a committee. What 
signed for? To put a mark upun those I 
Ihej ninyboknonn for .ill unit to come 
are to descend from the bn-i 
sent here to transact to put mnrki c-n 
may expect to continue 
come ; and if we come down from the Ii 
tion that the people Of the Slab 
upon this floor— if we dfoe n dto inres 
the conjectures of any anonymous rept 
new spapcre— sir, wc will have labor that 
us ten years to perform. I *e 
to be derived from the raiatngi 
1, therefore, hope. ««-. 'hat the Coovet 
lay it immediately on the tab 
motion. 

Mr. Birth. I call for the ayea i 

The roll was lien I the I 

table rejected by the following vote: 

At E9— Messrs. Alien, Bartlctt, Raj 
Bogy, Brown, Cayco, Collier,, Comioj 
ford, Uonnell, Frayscr, Flood, • I 
Harbin, Hatcher. Hill, Hough. 1 
Knott, Matron. Noell. I 
i if Howard, Slice ley, Waller. Wat klne . 

Noes— Messrs. Birch, Bra I 
Bridge. Bush, Calhoun, Drake, Eiaa 
Gantt, Gravelly, Henderson, HeudrkJ 
cock, Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, Ir«r] 
Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, 1. 
I.ong, Miiniiailuk*-, Marvin, Maiipin, 
McOormack, McDowell, .MVFerraa, 1U 
row, Moss, Norton. <»rr. PL 
Ross, Rowland, Scott, Smith of I. 
St.J^ouis, Turner, Wilson, Woodson, 1 
Wright. Yanbiukirk, Zimmerman and 
ident— 06. 

liXl'I.VVATOlN <>!' VOTES. 

Mr. Boor. Nol being able I 
practical good can be 
of the resolution, I shall vote ays. 

Ml". Ill'.ECKINIMDGE. I Would SJ»V, ] 

dent, that 1 cannot see how ii could D 
for the Convention to i 1 1 side) 

which reaches directly to the honor, l 
safety of the State, and therefore vol 
laying the resolution on the tahle. 

Mr. Foster. I am not disposed fa 
the time of this Convention 
but as the Convention has nut been d« 
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mber of days, »n«l as I am one of those 
»l» who are disponed, not unly in this 
lon, but everywhere riW| toplHBtiM 

condemnation on any individual who is 

my rountry, I -hull \ I ; 
tf>i>. I was nut in mr seat when the 
■ '«i« read, anil cannot, there fore, vote 
ndingly. 

HAIR. Th« gentleman u excused. 
ton. I do not want to lie rvu-i 

i lotion read. 
nun. Tho gentleman should nave called 
reading of the resolution before the roll 
lie was in the boose. The question 
to have the resolution 
t— leave I] 
was thereupon granted, and the rcsoln- 
lacnin. 

i mrkt— I shall vote aye 
oestion of tabling. My reason for so <Jo- 
Aply Brio, that I do&H believe fhla Con- 
is called forany r-u-.'h purpose as that 
dated in ttenaofadoa, 
i.'KKtroRii of Howard. I leel mortin- 
this body of men should be exercised 
isation article:* in newspapers. We ail 
at plans are on foot to lead Missouri i ml 
nion, and it need a not the action of tins 
ion to place the mark on no disposed 
[ tli nk oar constituents have already 
them. lam afraid the adoption of all 
niotts a' the out' under consideration will 
unprofitable results. Having no appre- 
i the people of Missouri run lie 
Ion i'i our glorious con- 
' by the tricks of politicians, [can, wi b 
composure, vote aye on the question of 
lib resolution on the table. 

I admire this Union, and while 

I •>. ill itkk in it as long as any man in 

rho is not an unconditional 

nan— and I have come here determined to 

i : tn save it — still I do not think it 

hat I should art the part of a grand juror. 

ariii!? been on the Grand Jury in a 

see pro|ier now to be placed on it or l>e- 

«• of a Grand Inquest of Missouri, whose 

sec who ure mid who are not 

I shall, therefore, Yoteaye. 

KiTD. In explanation of my vote I 
I I will sit here to oppose secession in 
.i plan to t;il 
the Union, I should like to know it. I 

Evote no. 

on. 

■ ■asked for its reading. 

fcutw i for the ayca and noes. 



I i I: I'llElt PROCEEDINGS. 

on recurring on the adoption of the 



Mr. Htrno iM 1 desire to say one won! in re- 
paid ro my vote. I am against Ebb re-nlution, 
not h (UN I Ibm utiy orga-nuaiioti oi that kind 
in the State, but beesOM I do not bt Hew it is a 
propi-r subject of itivoii^.oio:, to] tin- l-o !y. I 
do not believe the Convention ought to engage in 
it. 

The resolution was then adopted by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Atbb— Blcvrs, Birch, Breckinridge, Broaduead, 
Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Douglass, Drake, Eir/cn, 
Foster, Gautt, Gravelly, ftandenon, Hendricks, 
b, Holmes Holt, How, Irwin, Irlndl, 
Jackson.Jaiiiison, Johnson, Leopcr, Linton, Long, 
Manuadiikc", Marvin, Maupin, MiClurg, M> - 
Cormack, McDowell, MeFerran, Meyer, Morrow 
Moas, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Kay, ICitehie, Boss, 
I;«i\vlainl, Seott, Smith of t.iflll, Smith u!' S(. 
Louis, Turner, Woodson, Wright, Vanbuskirk, 
Zimmerman, Mr. 1'resideni— '•_'. 

Noes— Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass. Bast, Bo- 
gy. Brown, Cuyee, Collier, Contango, Crawford, 
Donnell, Dona, Froyser, Flood, SI" 
llurliiti. Hatcher, Hill, Hough, Howell, RndgUlf, 
Kid il, Knott, Matson, Noell, Bayer, 8hackelfbtd 
of Howard, Sheeley, Waller— 10. 

Tlie l're-ident appointed UOMn I'.oi ib, BhMiq 
aud Ray as the committee. 

Mr. Sheei.ey, I should like to lie excused 
from serving on the committee. I Cannot for my 
life see how any good can come from this inves- 
tigation. 

Mr. Bmcn. I trust the gentleman will be ex- 
cused, if he presses it. 

Mr. Sheeley was thereupon excused, and Mr. 
Drake substituted in his place. 
Mr. Ray, 1 would also ask to bo excused. 
used, and Mr. Zimmerman substituted. 
Mr. UOBI, I would inquire if the hour has ar- 
rived for taking up the majority report of the 
Committee on Federal Relation- 1 

I In- Omit. That report will now be taken up. 
Mr. Moss. I will ask if amendment- are now 
in order. 
The i'n wk. The report must first be read. 
The Secretary began to read the report, when. 
On motion of Mr. Siikeiev.iIic further reading 
wa* dispensed with. 
Mr. Moss offered the following amendment I 
Amend the fifth resolution by adding, "and 
further believing that the fate of Missouri de- 
pends Upon tho peaceable ndjiistiin-iii of our 
present difficulties, she will never countenance or 
aid a seceding State in making war on tho Gen- 
eral Government, nor will she furnish men and 
money for the purpose of aiding the General 
iImm- nm. iit iii any attempt to coerce a 1 
State. 

Mr. Sheej.ky. "Will it bu in order to consider 
the resolutions before taking action on the re- 
port? 1 trust wc shall first take un the. recoct 
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we ndopt that, we may then proceed to the 
resolutions. 

The Chair. I hold the Convention mi do in 
»lmr mp ecl ms ii pleases. 

Mr. Siikf.lky. My impression is we had bet- 
ter take np tin- report. I am informed tin- com- 
mittee have some verbal amendments to offer to 
it, and it seem? to me the committee should hnve 
leji v i ■ to offer them now. 

Mr. Hici.ck iMtiur.E. I suggest, Mr. President, 
that, us I Bnaunttaad, the proper mode of pro- 
ceeding will be for the report or the Committee to 
be raid, and the ■ 1 • baw to be o|ient«l l«y the 
Chairman of the Committee, who ns yet hus hnd 
mi opportunity to present his view of it to the 
Man, It' T am correct in tin-, the minn I- 
nuTii off red liy the g i'Ii tli-iii nil t'miii ("lay dioulil 
n I after the Chairman of the Committee 
on Federal Rfliuions has spoken to the report. 

M, Mir-. ] will say in reply to the sugges- 
tion mn '.!<• by the gentleman from St. Louis, that 
lam one Of those » bo think that the best plan to 
amend I n iporl i> by ollcrim: atiK-inlmentstothiit 
report. I do not believe in the. policy of attempt- 
In^ to reach u in this majority report 
by presenting a minority report. 

Mr. BUCSmmot f bop* the gentleman 
will iii>t suppose- that I expect to reach 
»ny objection to the mnjority report 
Ii the medium of the minority report, 
I understand, however, the Committee on Fed- 
oraJ Solutions are out, und it leema to km that we 
ought to extend to them the courtesy of deferring 
action until they can be present, I therefore sug- 
gest thai the report he read, bo that, during the 
reading, the Committee may come in. 

Mr. Moss. I will state that I will yield to the 
mtiri.-tion made by the gentleman from St. 
Loo!*, with the understanding that, niter tin- re- 
read, I Shall have the privilege of the Hoor 
for the purpose of advocating uiy amendment, If 

The hcTctary read tbe report. 
Mr RsPD, from the Committee mi Federal Re- 
la ion>. pn -i nti ii the following 

VIKOniTV Uei'OHT. 

The i I, members of the Committee 

on Federal Relations, being unable lo agree to the 
report |i a* ate i iiv hm Qowmlttee, darin to p** - 
situ (brthoemwiderulaon of the Convention the 
views that they entertain and that they believe 
tho people of Missouri entertain in relation to thu 
causes that have led to the present alarming con- 
dition of our beloved Union, and the course that 
if panned would most likely lead 10 an amicable 
adjustment of the issues involved in the present 
Crisis, preserve the Union from further disintegra- 
tion, and restore- peace and harmony to our di- 
vided and distracted country. 

Within the lifetime of many now living, our 
Federal Government, the best that the wisdom of i 



man i' was created and ;• 

ful operation: its first PraddCat ■ 
in March, 1780, and from that ttH thr 
long series of years it continued 

ry and population, in wealth and | 
with a rapidity hitherto unparalleled in tin! 
tory of nations, until twenty sovereign 
were admitted us members of the I 
by the original thirteen ; and until a 
tlvely recent period these State* 1 
people, one In sympathy, one in fraternal 
one in patriotic devotion BUM •'■ 

of which all wen proud. How la it 
tenia] feeling has fled; a spirit of bitter aid 
tcrminod hostility has taken it- pi 
stands arrayed against State, and section 
section, arming for a deadly conflict; 
the States have withdrawn from tin 1 
their fathers made, and made a Dni 
own, and a Federal Government of their J 
that Government with one of the most 4 
headed and sagacious statesmen of the age) 
head, ii organized in foil operat Ion, 
the powers of sovereignty, and prepared toil 
its sovereignty by military power 

■ it her States, alarmed for the safety of 
slave institutions, are preparing to 
example; the din of preparation (hi 
hoard on every hand, and that once | 
Union, so dear to the bean 
patriot, is now In tho progress of Its 
don. 

There is canse for all this ; & free ptoi 
Die uf self government do not destroy Inn 
of which they were once so proud, and I 
the risks of civil strife, withou 
cause; all experience demonstrates that m» 
are more disposed to bear with grw 
ing evils than to resort to revolutio 
nt horrors. 
It is our duty to examine into the 
have environed the Union with perils und I 
ened its utter destruction, and, if possih' 
a plan to save it from further rtisiUtegi: 
When we look hack over the history nl 
try. we see arising in the Northern States ani 
slavery puny, 

a biKsr hostility to the slave instil 
Southern States. At first IhO! , 
its members few, nnd scum red abroad, und 1 
sidered by the Northern people them* 
miscldevous fanatics; it continued gradually. 
stem lily, to increase, until political pi 
to court its aid ; from this time il pr 
Idly In numbers, and increased in its 
und hatred to Southern slave institution 
slave-holders. Political demagog. n -, m pmo 
their own selfish cuds, pandeied to ll 
from the political rostrum. St 1 
to increase their own importim 
Sabbuth, proclaimed its im 
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filing pence on earth 

•i . 1: seized on the lit- 

Of the North, uid corrupted it iu all Its 

Inculcate it- destructive htre- 
liools, 
nd institution?, of learning of 
rail*. 

c portion of thr- Northern pnss, Bt 
sod political, teemed witb article- mis- 
denouncing Southern instlta- 
norn men. 
ihcd and fostered by these meutu, ibis 
ery party obtained the control of the 
of the free nd u s those 

«ie nn.lii [beta control they violated the 
ter Suites of 
r that compact they had covenant- 
!, their bor- 
BJd 1" up upon demand ol I, i 

■ I that compact, 
f failing to enact law* providing fox his 

^H 

in- the master alii and permitting 

rjess citizens to deprive bini Of his prop- 
nob 

Ilea Congress interposed for his relief by 
cement of the Eugllive Slave Law, they 
I thai law under foot, and nnllified it by 

iitioli, 
I compact that united the Northern States 
Soui hern sisters, they covenanted tlmt 
nmnd made, would deliver up for 
om justice churged (by indict- 
ith treason, felony or other crime. 
kwre willfully and deliberately violatocl 
num. They have. ( without passing lawa 

to in- 

■teal ilu ir -luvos, 

insurrection, and when the 

!, they have 

him up, and, to add inanlt to in- 

ff hare justified the act by enunciating a 

km that ivikos at tin- foundation of slave 

bat ms man cannot bold pr pci 

ding is no crime; and 

d hitherto no jnst ground of 

at against the Federal Government, that 

powerless to remedy the 



anti-sin very party, after having divided 

0fgaci7.-tloii- and destroyed ihe noble old 

• American party, 

i ted (in disregard of the 

the father of hi-* country) a 

called the Republican 

o thai party injustice. It 
. all other parties 
anil the principles enunciated In 




its representative men, and upon the enunciation 
of wlih-h the party elevates them to | 

Thai party, through its chosen leader, pro- 
claimed tin- dangerous and destructive b 
padnsl 'mvcrnment cannot conii: 
exist as our fathers made it, part slave and pan 

■1 in rlint condition It is a house dl 
against itself and cannot stand; iluu it muit be- 
en,,- nil one or all the other; that an irrepressible 
i- processing between freedom and-hive- 
ry, and that it must eoutiuiie until the public 
mind can rest sat is fled in the belief thai | 
is in the process of extinction; that hereafter the 
slave property of Southern men shall be lakeu 
from them by Congressional legislation, if they 
take it with them into the Territories, the com- 
mon pro]K-rty of all the States. 

The free States, deaf to the earnest remonstran- 
ces of their Southern sisters, regardless of the 
warning voice of a people jealous of their rights, 
indorsed the- doctrines of that party and elevatpd 
its leader to the 1'residehtial chair by large ma- 
jorities in all the free States, except one, thus 
placing the Federal Government, to which tin 
South hail liithertu looked at its Mead, in the 
hands ol its enemies. 

These are the causes that have dissolved the 
Union, and have driven State after State b 
its pale ; and these are the cause* that will drive 
the remaining slave States out oC the Union, un- 
less these sectional issues can Iks settled upon 
some basis consistent with security to their slave 
institution-. 

This Convention wis called for w> ordinary 
purpose, it has assembled upon no ordin 
casion; while the people ot Missouri Will never 
surrender their slave institutions at the bidding 
of any earthly power, tliey ardently desire the 
|,i< «,-! vation of the Union and the pnMx 
ol 'their slave institutions in the Union; this is 
the high BtBston t« which this Convention Is 
etSedj this can be accomplished only by action, 
, decided action, Delay is dangerous ; TO 
know not, no human sagacity tun penetrate the 
dark vail that hides the future and tell us at what 
hour the country may be nroused from, its tvpo.-e 
by the clash of arms. The plan proposed by the 
committee it, that this Convention rco.it' 
Legislature to pass on net calling on Congress to 
call u Notional Convention, to propose a basis of 
settlement in the shape of lanndmentB to the 
Constitution, 10 be afterwards submitted i.. IBS. 
States for ratification or rejection. This amounts 
to doing nothing, literally nothing; if the plan 
was pnntii abl,-. it would require eighteen months 
or two years to carry it into effect. Hut is it 
practicable, is there a reasonable ground to hope 
that it would save the Union? Let n» see: Con- 
gress can only act when called on by two-drink 
of the Stated ; OonglCH take* the |»>.-itloB that 
the seceded States ate yd ia tXreTSnton. Cx^Wvv* 



btail it would require the actional' 
rif iwtnivtliriT- States unitine in tin; call. Sev- 
eral of these Leguhv ure- having already taken 
their position m g^f t afly amendment-. 

would not unite in the calJ, and the plan 
would rii 1 1 -till barn. 

But cvi-n if such a Convention should assemble, 
how would nirntcrs stand? Eigbt Slave 
(It the/ remained in tin- Union, which is I 

iiKiiiih would go into Convention with 
nineteen Free States, aud take tosh amendments 
as those State* controlled by an anti-shivery party 
: be disposed to pTant. 

'I'll.- |>!v.-<.-rv;ilki!i of the 1'ni-m, in llio opinion 
hi i li'." minuritv, should be the earnest desire not 
Only nl ts\ Sty American patriot, but also of every 
Mend of i ivil liberty throughout the habitable 
globe; that this may be done is the earnest prayer 
ii mother thrQOghoot this groat 
npnbllc ; that it shall 1* preserved is the fixed de- 
termination of u Urge majority of the ritiiens of 
the Border Slave Slate* whose citizens have ever 
been not only loyal to the Constitulion and ihe 
I ■iiioii.but also among the lorcmost In time- 
past, when their country w»s In danger, to peril 
their lives to uphold herinstitutions. The.- 
by assuming the |»o^iiloi» of mediators between 
the hostile sections, and taking a decided posi- 
tion, and |jj '■ -eciioual parties 
who are now arming for fraternal strife, that they 
shall keep the peace. 

These States by meeting each other in conven- 
tion, and agreeing on measures of compromise 
:md adjustment founded on the principles of 
i i|unl rights and justice to all, and by firmly, yet 
in a spirit of fraternal kindness, insisting; on the 
i 'run promises so agreed upon as the basis on 
which ull irritating differences shall be settled, 
can. La the opinion or the undersigned, be the 
means of preserving the Union, reconstructing 
it upon a permanent basis, reconciling con/tict- 
Ing interests, and restoring peace aiid tnimiuUity 
to the country. 

Retolised, by the People of the State of 
jf'eHQuri, in Convention assembled: 

1st. That the State of Missouri invites the Stales 
of Virginia, North Carolina, Maryland, Ken" 
lOCky.' Tennessee, Arkansas and Delaware, to 
.send Commissioners to Best in Convention with 
Commissioners appointed by Missouri, at the city 

of Nashville, Tennesseo, on the day of 

next, to agree upon a basis of settlement by way 
of constitutional amendments that will preserve 
the Union, mid afford an adequate guarantee for 
the preservation of their slave institutions and 
the constitutional rights of their citizens, and to 
take such step* a* they may deem necessary to 
have such amendments presented to the people of 
the free States for ratification or rej* 



Unit be and they are hereby 

itcnissioners to represent the Stale 
souri in said Convention. 

3. That is here' ted a I 

sloncr to the Sti lain; — 1 

sioncr to North Carolina; Coinraui 

Maryland; Coram! Kent* 

Commissioner to Tennessee ; 

toAi kansaa, and Comml 

and said Commissioners are hereby si 
by the State of IDasouii to prsseni 
authorities of the said States, recpecnVat 
of these resolutions, and to urnc upon I 
appointment of Commissioners to the Ot 
n plated therein. 

Jtesohed, That the Commissioners i 
to said Convention by Missouri an 
old Convention i>t tb< b 
the resolutions commonly known as th 
den compromise mcasi 
ions with reference lo tcrrih 
r- acquired territory, ai 
i>r Missouri, that those resolutions, or t 
basis of frctilement upon which :! 
States can agree, will bo sails 

The people of the Stntc of Missouri, b 
i Bed that the plan proposed in these rt 
will ( unless interrupted by civil strife} 
preserve the Union, but afford a Ikh 
a reconstruction by bringing ba 
States; they, therefore, carnally app< 
General Government and the seceded 
stay the arm of military power 
pence until the plan propose*! can be ft 
And, to enforce such appeal. I 
as their settled conviction that an attem 
i n i.ni, under any pretext, woold vend 
strife, and forever destroy all hope fur tl 
ration or reconstruction of the Union. 
JOHN T. 
II. " 

Mr, Redd. I desire lo present thai ir 
sub-titute tor the majority report, if it i« 

The Chair. That would not be iu M 
majority report is the first to be acted i 
in thecvont or the failure of the mnjoii 
the minority report come; up next, as a 
course. 

Mr. Moss. I now renew my amen dm 

Mr. Camiilk. If the gentleman wil 
me, I shouhl like to offer a few opening 
in regard to the majorily report. I 
I consider it due 1 should do so as Chi 
thai Committee. 

Mr. Moss. I shall yield the flooi 
man. 

Mr. Gamhle. I am instmctedj 
are acquainted with parliamentary usar 
is the duty of the chsirmnn of thee..mn 
has made a report on nny subject to ade 
body, to explain the principles upon w 
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• nut going ia' 
, at Brat, in inppart of 
tositions submitted t>> the body, reserving 
airman the conclusion of tho debate, Bad 
■ottdoa of Ibobe views at the close of 
Simply stating at full length lb« 
j. whieh have been submitted by the 
The first proposition which has 
, that at this lime there is 
e reason for Missouri to secede from 
—that there is no adequate reason Tor 
the cords (lint hind her to her sister 
that the entertains and will manifest 
don to compromise all difficulties that 
t tho country, and that sho will em- 
power ami influence to that end. In 
kning, Mr. Pre sii lent, I feci some embar- 
spenkine upon such a quest ion u 
a body chose:, by the State of Mis- 
as is now assembled. To speak in 
Union— of lis importance— Of the ad- 
whicta wc derive from it, and of the 
It bos been connected with It, to those 
been elected because they are friends of 
would seem to be entirely supercrogalo- 
o» my acquaintance with the gentlemen 
veadou extends, I know of uo gentle* 
tow or insinuate, or in any manner 
they entertain any unfriendly feeling 
. You mar speak to any member 
ntion you please in reference to his 
about the Union, and he will proclaim 
fu vor of the Union. Hove, then, in the 
Hon of this question before ibis body. 
Bdcittke to speak in favor of the Union, 
I Is a unanimity, an entire unan- 
nir. all ita members upon the very view 

B endeavor to take and enforce. I 
ally be under the necessity of rc- 
lemou tins very arguments which 
and to suppose thej Used before tbeir 
t- , whan titer were candidates for elec- 
ts body. I am bound to suppose 
iii.y unnv themselves friends to 
it, they entertain a deliberate 
do nothing that will in any dc- 
tl.. continuance or the perma- 
hat Union or In any degree weaken the 
: the people to the Union which is 
rined in their heart*. lam bound to 
this, because I am hound to suppose-that 
avow themselves in favor of the Union 
sincere as I am — as honest in the 
entertain and express as I am in tho 
•niertain and express, and therefore the 
•nrinually presenting itself to me, 
a question in which the friends 
endre unanimity. If I speak to gen- 
the Convention of the glories which 
mnd that flag— if I speak lo them of 
that ever}- American citizen in every 



quarter of the globe has in the American Un 
I speak but what 1 am bound to suppose 
gentleman fully undcr-tamls and apph 
when he says he is in favor of the Union, I 
■peak the sentiments that I «m bound to suppose 
were the tmltoteull uttered before the people by 
gvntkniiii tvhd were candidates' for election to 
rlii- Donvention. Therefore, I shall be but \m-t- 
ing time, when, as I see, there is no expression 
antagonistic to the Union. I should be but wast- 
ing the time of the Convention If I should go 
through an enumeration of the bit 
we, as the people of Missouri, have derived from 
our connection with the common Government of 
our country. Sir, we are assembled here 
people of the State of Missouri. The position 
which wc occupy, is a position in itself peculiar. 
We have our common history— we have I 1 
twyoj our connection with this great Govern- 
ment of which we are a part; we have been the 
recipients of its beneficent action; we- have grown 
up under its protection, and we have received 
nothing but blessings from it. I was here before 
it was born as a State — when it was wen!- 
feeble — when the Indians were on our Western 
ln.nleis, and from whom our extreme frontier 
settlements apprehended difficulties; —and were 
we left to ourselves? were we left to protect our- 
selves ugainst the savages who might desire to 
imbrue their hands in tho blood of the 
wires and children of MLssourians? No! 
Tli" 1'nited Stales, ut her own cost— under a Hi 
tioual II overtime lit, for national purposes, and 
to carry out national obligations— maintained tta 
own military forts, garrisoned by its own troops 
at its own expense, for our protection. Does 
our commerce meet with impediment or Obstruc- 
tion in its national outlets to the oeeun? then the 
United States expends its moans in endeavoring 
to remove those obstructions. She does not 
leave us to protect ourselves, but freely 
expends her money, that we may have nil 
tho facilities that we may require, in order 
that our resources may be mom rapidly 
and advautageously developed. To come to 
our land system. Has she shown any niggardly 
spirit towards us, or any disinclination at all to 
foster our highest interests. When the poor man 
settles hi." quarter section of land in any portion 
of tho country, and is unable to pay for it, even at 
a mitiiniumn price, reduced as it is to ■ men' 
fraction of the actual value of the property, what 
does she do In reference to persons in that oondl- 
tion '.' She lays her hand upon those who would 
take this property for their own advancenn Dd 
speculation, and compels them to yield to the man 
who hits selected a portion ofthe public domain, in 
order that he may establish thereon a domlcil 
and rear bis children. When we wish to engage 
in any enterprise to develop the commercial and 
agricultural interests of the country, and are 



iiimblo to raise the money re-|uMtc 10 carry out 
Mich jiii untvprlw, she says, "Here is a large 
domain we own wilMn your territories; use it 

wc give million* in order to help you 
build your railroad*," and -o, gcutlenieu <-i All 
Convention, all the union that tlio United States 
Government bAJ tukou in relution to Missouri, nn I 
the relations wc sustain toward* tht Dotted States, 
Lave been such as to benefit ourselves. Nothing 
of aggression on the part of the United 

ed as the United States is, of all the 
nothing of a disposition 10 hamper or 
crash out the energies of Missouri; notliins or a 
to leave as to ourselves to en 

difficulties that are liable to arise in every new 

and growing Stnte; hut, on the other hand. 

tion to foster our interests as n Suite, 

Sir, I am hound to suppose that ever?" member 
of this Convent ion, as he avows himself 
of the Union, and as he hat avowed himself be- 
fore his constituents in favor of the Union, 
will do nothing to estrange the State from the 
General Government. How then shall I speak 
farther, before aConvcntion that U unanimously 
in favor of the Union, in commendation of this 
fabric which ou fathers have reared, and whieh 
« H bequeathed to us from those who wero peer- 
lea in wisdom as In valor, Tn opening, therefore, 
before the Convention the view whieh the commit- 
tee present in reference to the impolicy of taking 
any steps to sever our conned ion with the Gen- 
eral Government, I shall not detain tnc Conven- 
tion in thns opening with any lengthy enumera- 
tion of the blessings which have (lowed to us from 
our eonneiiiuri with the General Government- 1 
shall tiot speak at length upon t Ji i-» subject, as 
there arc others who can speak to the Convention 
and move the hearts of those who are true lovers 
of their country and in favor of the government 
under which we lire. I shall expect to hear from 
members of this Convention, and if it becomes 
necessary to Vindicate the propriety of the re- 
solution wo have presented, to wit: That we 
shall remain longer in the Union — I shall ex- 
pect to hear that vindication coining from more 
eloquent lips ant] with greater power than I can 
employ before this body at this time. 

Mr. President, it 1* true that there is discord 
now reigning in what was once, and very recent- 
ly, I happy family of States. It is true that then 
has arisen an alienation of feeling and it It true 
that that alienation is fast ripening into 
■ctftv hostility. But it Is because there has been 
an entire misapprehension of the relation! that 
the States bear to each other— the interests in and 
responsibility for each other's institutions; and I 
am glad to believe that a returning sense of the 
true measure of responsibility that the inhabitants 
of each State owe to the General Government, 
and to the inhabitants of every other State — that 
a true senie of thai responsibility is beginning to 



draw from the public mind »lf 
•1 States, and ut the North porticul 
I that has been harrying as a 
I am glad to believe that in the Bord 
there is manifest a diapuatdon sedulousli 
tain the Union, in order that there ma 
mutely and porinuiicnrfy effected ui 
between the extremes, which shall rat 
restoration of harmony, and In the pa 
of this glorious confederacy. 

After having passed beyond the qi 
whether there exists at thin time any i 
our severing our connection with tin 
Government, we come forward to maki 
ation of our desire for a friendly and 
adjustment of all difficulties- between ti 
who differ in their feelings and views i 
It El proper that Missouri shall avow t 
proper she shall entertain such views, 
do all in her power to encourage tho* 
divided in their sentiments in regard ti 
ject of slavery, and some of whom ha 
their action to the extent of nttemptin 
their connection with the Governm* 
Missouri shall do all to restore bnrmou 
the conflicting portions of our Union, 
all back to amicable relations and nati 
perity, a scheme has been roeommemi 
Committee with a view to this object, a 
the. idling of a National Convention, 
there shall be assembled the represent*! 
the States Of the Union. You hav« 
heard read a proposition that would s 
adverse to the holding of such a Conve 
canoe It was likely to lie futile. You b 
a proposition that looks to the holding 
der slave States Convention. The qcw 
been before the Committee, as y 
by the minority report which baa 
rend. It did not meet with the fai 
Committee because it was regarded u 
unnecessary, and involved in ihe proj 
a National Convention. The Nation* 
tion which the Committee recommend, 
sembluge of the representatives of all t 
free and slave— all that are in the Unit 
come together for the purpose of 
amendments to the Constitution, and ii 
ent ease, inasmuch as amendments t< 
stiturton are demanded by the Border 8 
come to consult upon these amendments 
on their adoption. The Border Statt 
States that will demand the amend n 
whole are tho Stales that pass upon ib 
whether that demand shall be granted 
say, therefore, that in the present co 
things, when the assembling of a Nati 
ventionis for the purpose or acred 
amendments that are demanded by tb 
ants of a particular section of the con 
Convention necessarily involves what 
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rjn. Snpposc 

tubers from all tlic States of 

■neral Con- 

the purpose as before indicated, what 

t the proposition? The proposition to 

n from the Border Stales wilf he ; 

scire* as to whai 

ill pass upon it." Is DOt that I ho natural 

-ml Convention, culled under tbc 

« placed In, ami 

the amending of the Consti- 

:. upon which there is now 

omplalat? ir such la the object 

iuii. the first prui-o-ition that mart 

■rise in. the mind of any man parlteapat- 

"You gentlemen who are 

.fee upon any proposi- 

ytva wi*h to submit nud then we will 

consideration, and If wedeeni th.m 

■grot upon than." I say, 

(bat this General Convention 

■ Border slave States Convention with 

iunal advantage: that there yo» have 

'o ly tliat 1* at lust to pass upon 

oposed amendment and must agRfl 

them. There they arc, 

i all the States, having the power 

Constitution of 'hi' Doited States to 

the question whether these proposed 

cuts shall bo agreed to or not. On the 

the Sorter States' Convention is a body 

wrt known to law and the Constitution of 

and it can do notning but recom- 

do nothing lint agree upon amend- 

hich they may afterwardB lay before a 

Dtion, for ratification bj tbe whole 

ft ha* no power to adopt amendments ; 

power to act upon any person or law; it 

»wcr to do mora than agree npon and re- 

ihe amendment* that they may sup- 

■ceded bv the Border States. Such bc- 

•ue, wi PBfc o tra that by calling a Border 

ivendon we double the machinery with- 

ving any new advantage. There Is no 

render emphatic what the Border States 

Now, I ask, U it not more wise, more 

ulikc, to agree upon culling together a 

It, when it does meet, is recognized by 

on, and capable oi" acting under the 

Is it not wiser and better to call * 

i, when it goes forth before the 

the Doited Sums, shall carry with it a 

• •n that no one can resist? Such is 

that lias been entertained by the Com- 

recommending a Genera] Convention 

let States Convention. We bo- 

we can better ntiain our end by co n- 

t whole people of the United States in 

uvention assembled, than by eon- 

noly one section, and that there is now a 

manifest all through this run u try to 



harmonize and settle existing difficulties, and re- 
store pence and order to the community. 

You will notice that the measure cluelly recom- 
m mled in the minority report, is a Border St«cs 
Convention. You wUI also notice that in several 
part* that report contains the emphatic di-ihu-o- 
titjn of an attachment to the Union, and it would 
seem lhat the minority who presented it, chiefly 
bases its claim to the consideration of the Con- 
vention on the ground that a Border States' Con- 
l n ill be more likely to bring atani a con- 
ciliation and the concerted action of all par- 
tie--, than (lie adoption Of the majority report. 
Bnt I apprehend, gentlemen of the Con- 
vention, when yon come to see the compara- 
tive operation of the two bodies; when \ou >e» 
that the one has power to recommend and the 
other to recommend and pass upon also; when 
you see that a General Com cm Ion involves 
the idea of a Border Slates Convention 
olierinj; Other advantages — when you see the 
evil- that may arise by an assembling of those 
who are only on one aide, and take only a one- 
sided aspect, and the good which must result 
from the commingling of men from all parts of 
the Union, amicably and fraternally disposed, 
you will give the preference to the majority re- 
port. 

The Committee have gone further, taking their 
position us Unit of a pacificator, desirous of in 
tcrvening between parties in hostile array agaiiiM 
each other. They have put forth their hands and 
said to each party ; "Stay, be still until we can 
have an opportunity of settling the difficulty 
between you!" The Convention, we hare 
taken It for granted, will look npon the 
policy of tlie employment of forces, the 
employment of arms of either one section 
or the wholo government against a portion of the 
government, as on event greatly to be deplored, 
greatly involving iu confusion and difficulty the 
differences which now exist between the different 
sections of the country, and rendering almost im- 
possible the reconciliation of the different parties. 
It still is a question of policy, not a question of 
constitutional riuht, npon which tlie voice of 
c.i--h part of the United States ought to be 
heard and considered by inch of the parties who 
now stand in hostile array to each other. Our in- 
terests as a State are bound up inseparably with 
the maintenance of this Union; our sympathies, 
our personal sympathies, in a large measure, are 
with tlie people of the South. Neither party 
ought to suppose that we would intentionally in- 
volve either of them in any compromise 
for arranging onr difficulties that would 
touch its honor or materially injure its 
interests. They ought to know that the position 
which wo occupy is one in which we can recog- 
nize the existence of any real fraternal feeling ha 
every part of the country, a>ni\i«n.\<&. w»fib\» ^a 



tn speak tho bingunge of conciliation. They ought 
to rrn-i ii-. M iliosc who desire nothing but what 
i- i i their good. Wo therefore speak to both 
parties : " Shed not the blood of your brothers ; 
come not into hostile collision; wake not up the 
furious passion* that born in the American heiirt 
ut the sound of the trumpet Of war! Wait, wail, 
nnlil all B M BBl hl menu.- M r:\hiin-tcd; wail un- 
til you can assemble in cooler moments, and with 
nil the pulsions of our being lulled, so that we 
can rationally consider, and honestly and justly 
do whatever may be necessary for the interest of 
any one of tho State*." 

<ii'iitlemen, there is not a more warlike 
people on the face of God's earth than this 
American poo pic. livery nmtt is a soldier; even 
white hairs do not prevent n man from Mag it 
Midler. [Applause In the lobby, chocked by the 
President.) I say, therefore, that the strife be- 
tween the different sections of the American peo. 
■ strife such as the world never saw and 
never will see again, because they will annihilate 
each other. I say, it is a time when every man 
who feels pulsating in his heart a love for tho 
American brotherhood to which he hnlffflgl. 
ought to do nil in his power to stay the blind of 
f i if mr, and it is^ with that Impnlse that 
the Committee here have, in the language 
Of entreaty, not the language of menace, 
not ranging on one side or the other, but 
In the language of a body who would bo 
mediators between conflicting parties, said r Shod 
not each other's blood — let us interpose as medi- 
ators, standing between you arid recommending 
ft Imt b for your interest and your honor: let us 
cust all our influence in the scute of Jusdcc and 
right, and we shall at last see harmony mid unn- 
iu tail country restored. It is a glorious 
mission, if we con accomplish snch nn object. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, tho proudest 
moment that ever anyone of yon shall look 
back to in your future life, will be when you 
participated in any act or in any course 
of action which was calculated to bring 
bftah a feeling of brotherhood among the 
different parts of this American Republic, 
and when you can still feci that you are united 
to all its parts, In all its glory, in all its prosperity, 
and in all its happiness; when, after new glories 
and honors have clustered nround the American 
flag, you will recollect that yon have in any de- 
gree contributed to restore harmony among the 
American people in the past. Et will be a fueling 
that wtIL soothe you, in all cases of disaster, that 
will comfort and elevate you in all your walk* of 
life. 

Gentlemen, I consider that I have sufficiently 
explained the motives and objects of the commit- 
tee In submitting the majority report, I appre- 
hend that in relation to the question as to wheth- 
er we should sever our connection with the Union 



or not, there will be a unanimous rote 
any such course. Such unanimity won 
be a great force and strength for a) 
Indl" Mod lb the report I deem that I 1 
di -charged the duty of opi> 
chairman of the committee, ami ahaD 
serving to myself the pi 
in_r the Convention, should it bv>'i»ne I 

in tl OBTM of the discn 

On motion of Mr. Stiwmit, the C< 
adjourned until 3 o'clock i: U. 
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Convention reassembled at 3 

Mr, Moss asked that kisanieiuh; 
Jorlty report, be read. It win read by t! 
tary. 

Mr. Moss. Gentlemen of the Conven 
offering this amendment to the majority 
the « 'omroittec on Federal Relations, I d 
sire to be understood a* occupying a 
hostile to that report. On the eonrrat 
tend that the amendment w'lich I offer 
tire harmony with the docrriae laid dow 
Committee's resolutions. I duly i 
importance of having this report go for 
people ol Missouri, indorsed by nn on 
ing majority of the members of thi* 
tion; and my own opinion Is, that t 
amendments we offer to it, the batter; 
ed m reach the point* thai am ilnajiml 
tered in the report. 

As I remarked Sn the outset, I do 
the amendment just offered as in confli 
with the main propositions contained li 
port- My understanding of that report 
it place* Missouri upon this po.-i- 
i»-li eves her fate depends upon the pea 
Justmentof the present difMrulties ; and 
accordance with my own sentiment*, 
such sentiments, the resolution I have 
not at nil in conflict Willi Hum. We say t 

eon! Hading McrJotu, ire an Mauri lag 

you. We believe that oar fate dep 
maintenance of the position w<- 
stand like the rock in the ocean, nlli 
I'rotn us the waves that com 
North and the South. We say to onr 
allies, onr Southern brethren, you c 
imperil our condition. Whilst, we are si 
to get additional guarantees for the r 
of onr rights, yon are not to assail Mn 
Government, thereby precipitating us i 
lutioii and mining our cause. But w 
speak to them In the .solemn tone o 
strance, we likewise say to the General 
ment, you shall not invade our Sonthci 
ren. If yon do, you eon look for no 
Missouri, 

Gentlemen, it is urged by some of my 
even those who occupy the same poaitic 
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this great question that 1 do— tlm 

tiog the doctrine of nuIUflcatioo; bol you 

remember that we arc in the 

of » revolution: that it It folly 

mpt to conceal that idea from the 

and worst of nil, it is folly to attempt to 

that idea from yOBTMlVtt. And now, I 

it to every mftn in this assembly, of com- 

Mil me whether Missouri will ever 

ft regiment to invade. « Bovtbern Bam R» 

;•..-,. .ii'i i. -ri-i'in. Sii.r! v srerl Aodgen- 

pecta this i onrenlion to say 

hen our friends in the Northern States — 

illant ptttfoti who, raznmoued by our 

i, and the enemies of our common 

— have dared tOtfty that they Will never 

General Government to 

i.rn Stftte — is Missouri to taken 

I k>WIT 

of* Missouri to stand by the gal- 
n of Southern Illinois, who have pawed 
one that they will never suffer u Northern 
> pat* the southern boundary of Illinois 
purpose of invading a Southern State. I 
it to !>e the duty of Mi*60tiri Jo come to 
ne of, and back up such men as the gal- 
tcktou rho has lnul the 

courage Id plani himself upon n like plat- 
When I go home to my eon-tun 
'hen I go home to meet the se- 
ta*, I want to go with a weapon in my 
ith wbieh I can conquer, and lead tlic 
! to triumph at the poll*, when they 
hat this Convention hn- 
•ntl'-meii, if you send me there empty- 
i I ni>.' there with a document 
;j which ha- been given to us by Pn 

il which there are forty different 

I leave it for an argument — n leutwd 

- argument — to settle its meaning, I 

•'ir defeat will bo eertuin, when we 

. «ubmit our doinpi to the peopli of Mis- 

gcwlcmen, it Is uot from motives of this 
I have introduced this nmeud- 
but because I conscientiously I 

It does not pledge 

go oat of the Union— not at nil. 

i dream of such a resolution as that. 

il to be the will of Missouri; but 

: if the Union Is to be preserved, it 

be pr- the sword, but by a psaee- 

-iit and fair and equitable compro- 

occvpjing thai position, 1 say it is 

ids Convention to plant Missouri l«e- 

tikeae two warring sections, and say to 

on rait' 

if ion, gentlemen, in regard to 

i ft5 the preamble is eon- 

whlch ; tn the resolutions which. 

I to this Convention, I suppose 






it to be a mere introduction, setting forth 1 
reasons which have actuated the commi 
submitting the resolutions, and not subject to 
any vote by tho Convention. I hold that 
whatever may be our opinion in regard to Hm 
preamble, It is the rctniutiuus, and not the pre- 
amble thiit we are to net on. Taking tliii eie.w, I 
am indisposed to meddle with that preamble. It 
is a lino argument, audi agree with the senti- 
ments enunciated therein, us great truths. 1 ban 
some objections to the wnv in which they un- 
stated, and d i Mgree to some of the pi 

Inrs; but, taking it as a whole, I consider it ■ master- 
ly exposition of tho present statu of affairs, and 
history of the euiiiineneeineiit and growth ol the 
troubles now upon us; I am disinclined to inter 
I ere with it in any way. 

Mr. Gamdlk. The gentlemen is right in say- 
fcag thnt the preatnble is not. strictly before the 
Convention. It is to bo looked upon merely as an 
introduction on the part of the Committee to the 
resolutions th 

Mr. Moss. Then lam correct in my position, 
and I regard tho statement of the gentleman who 
is Chairman of the Committee as a lurcher Brl* 
dun e that this amendment which I offered is not 
only not in conflict "ith the report of the Com- 
mittee, but in entire harmony with it. So much 
upon that point. 

WMle 1 nin up, gentlemen of the Convention, 
although perhaps it may nor be strictly in order, 
yet I will briefly give my views In regard to this 
whole question. I do not know but what it i- in 
order for me to do en. The majority report is 
now before the Convention, and I may be b> 
dftlgtd in making my remarks, taking a wider 
range than is strictly included in my amendment. 
I will state thnt I have another amendment, 
which 1 shall offer at the proper time, 
will undertake to fflfCJMI It now, believing it to 
be in oi der. 

The Chair. The gentleman will nor discuss a 
resolution which has not been reel by the Sco- 
re tan'. 

Mr. Mos.9. Well, I will not say anything abMI 
tiii - ii— nrlmtmi M omens, but confine nrj 

the majority report. I ftgrat Sftth the position 
taken in that report— tho position taken by mv 
amtliv friend who is befiire me, as the Chairman 
of the Committee. I believe, gentlemen, d 
hopes of the people of Missouri— yea, of ihe 

Onion, of the Border States at veil us of the 

Northern States— I fay. I believe that their only 
hope of solvation now is with the, people; and the 
sooner we go to them the better. And for iliac 
reason I am opposed to all preliminary proceed- 
ing* by Oodles of men whose work, when it is 
finished, amounts to nothing. I tell fan He p a 
pie hft¥l gut tired of such things, Thev nre lie] 
and they want a piivswWiiitaiCm tsnsk'QMSB 






They do not want to be compalW toswallowany 
more uuaek medii ine. 

OBM of the friends of da 
der State propositions, thnt it would be advawa- 
- dc .-linr. tot ma pn— ut, holding a Na- 
tional i'otivi nt!or>. .And why? They say, in order 
ihin »ve might present nn unbroken front. They 
lay, fix upon nn ultimatum. "Well, now, gwnfe- 
ni' ii, T disagree irtth my friends in that respect, 
(fat with ih-in l'"i this reason ; if I am 
: with an enemy— and for tin' take of U. 
lUttntfOtl, I will oaU those gentlemen who »rc 
adroeatfnjc " irrepressible conflict" onr enemies 
—and I propose to him to compromise, and I 
have flJiir or flvr different plnns of compromise; 
U In- ndfcfthM thnt hi: i- in 

fever of a certain om "f these plans, and that 
plin -nits mo to the letter, I believe that good 
is to meet him at once, and not 
waste my time discussing the advantages of the 
other propositions. If I see that he will give ma 
nil that I ask, then, gentlemen, I feel it to be my 
duty as well as my interest, and the dictates of 
eommon -ense, to accede to it ut once. Now, bow 
do we stand In regard to tl.is ? Missouri aaj i thai 
she proposes the Crittenden resolutions at the 
proper bads fox a Mtttaaeetof the ojMatiaD, Da 
you doubt, that the Border. Btstas tU indorse that 
proposition? I presume nut. How is ii in the 
North? Win, the Crittenden resolutions stand 
without a rival. Look at the memorials and 
l tttitiofU that have flooded our National I. i 
latnre. What object have they been presented 
for? Look at the 11,000 names from the city of 
Boston praying for the adoption of those reso 
Lutions. 
Now, my idea or the policy of Missouri Is this: 
.it in this great conciliatory movement. 
T> II vmir brothers of the Border States that, be- 
Urrlng Qa it a majority of the citizens of tho Cnl- 
tod States are agreed that the Crittenden rc-nln- 
tions present a fair and equitable basis of settle- 
ment. M&Btmrl plants herself upon that position, 
and calls npoti the Border BtftU to follow her. 
There is no doubt hut the Northern Stales enn be 
made to accede to them; and I tell you, gentle- 
men, wc will to into that National Conventibil 
wiiii four fifths of her delegates instructed to oc- 
cupy them as a basis. Thnt is what we will 
D 1 wfl "ill do it without holdlug a 

Border State Convention; and r believe, 
honestly, wc will reach that point more snecess- 
lully by Missouri's taking this ground right ut 
the start, u she lias n right to do, and determin- 
ing that sho is nol golm: to hold any further con- 
sultation with sister States except in National 
Convention, and that she will instruct her dele- 
to the National Convention to stand upon 
that platform, and will rail upon her sister 
Border Btatea M do likewise. Then, gen 
/ b Itcve ire iriUgt) into a National Convention.— 



I menu the 

deli'irntes that come from the 

we look for salvation, will go there w 

and I believe all will go virtually fa 

lea compron 
As I remarked before, the Impatient ' 
they are in (ttebabfa of traveling kj 
ami talking- by telegraph, and they wit 
the great diltlculry we have to contend »i 
with dispatrh. They arc impn»i-n:. 1 
ttten that it took eight long years i 
shed, and suffering, and trial, to build 
magnificent edifice; end now, hecanae l 
not srny its tottering walls, and re-in*rat 
its ancient foundations in an hour, the; 
patient and cry out for revolution. Qt 
the sooner we can gel to rip- people the I 

If I thought that in advocating a 
renllon, I should be Instrumental 
ini. r about a conflict between delegate* 
Border States and from Northern Si 
have different views about tho matter, 
not advocate it ; but I believe our dele] 
go there, and tho Northern delegate! 
there, and a great majority of oil will bi 
od to vote for the Crittenden resolutions 

Although It may be a little tiresome fc 
to discuss the merits of the Crittenden re 
mnch as they have been discussed, yet 
shall lie indulged, for tl that 

battles to fight over again with tl 
and T know the skill and ingenuity and 
management of uur enemies in Missouri 
say our enemies, I menu tho secession!* 
these gentlemen who think that Missott 
lion depends upon going out note. I 
people of Missouri to understand the lb 
position here. Iknow it v.-dl be coal 
our enemies, when wo hare passed tho 
Huns, that wo have done nothing — that 
have done amounts to nothing — and I 
Muiri has taken no position whatever 
are subtnissionists, and all that sort 
and, recollecting these facts. rceoUectil 
tory of the co-ova , and tl"' Bghl mail 
1 chink it not inappropriate, in tlii 
don, in a short way, to speak of the 
merits of the Crittenden resohrtio 
of settlement. 

In order to apprecini' 
ourselves, in the first plare, what ai 
to remedy? What Is it that has 
South in regard to tho danger of her ins 
[a it the mere squabble about the T< 
Far from it. It is tho announOBOM 
celebrated doctrine thnt Mr. I 
be the father of the "Irrepi 
I know that Republl pret <h II 

inn the soath— the men or the 8 
men of the slave Stare-— all .interpret i 
way.aud I think their 
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interp'et It? They interpret It, 

mean, not ouly t ( i - • uuhuti 

1 from the Territories and the 

; v with a wall of (in.-, us has 

by WIM Othei gentleman. They 

ia this Interpretation; bat whether 

rroag. tb«- general opinion euter- 

■oath 1-. iim; it neons eternal nil 

fare upon tin; institution, and that, 

Lpniilicon party now. nndei 

tution, acknowledge that Congress 

t to invade ■ Southern State by 

ir the purpose of interfering 

• -.- In the State*, yet, when 

ture time they have acquired 

njrth, they will institute such 

Whether that idea be erro- 

wet. Is u matter I do not propose 

Suffice it to say, that the grunt 

jtset of this conciliatory movement, 

•rn mind peace upon this 

It la to satisfy them that they 

ir look with anxiety and dread to 

brethren. 

ee whether the Crittenden regola- 
it point. How 'las. Mr. Critten- 
renodjr the evil? How does he 
e and safety to the South? 
I amend the Constitution in a car- 
i to deprive Congress of the power 
■a -wiili the question of slavery in a 
a further guarantee, we will make 
in tin; Constitution like a law of 

!-. unalterable. 

if there be any in this Conven- 

e secessionists, (and I hope there 

a is a man. here with a trne 

Id his bosom, who is honest and 

ur he woald propose to offer 

ihut ? Could we itsk for n stronger 

i the one contained in the Critten- 

I reaching to that point? I believe, 

.t no other statesman has offered an 

tliu ConsrJcetioQ tuatsuits the peo- 

vr. We think it is as strong 

I as wc con get. 

next point? The nest point, gen- 
ive protection to the four thousand 
property in the States. Vou 
t principles, yonr Territorial ques- 
tho Government, and all that 
bur I iidl yon the men who have 
a lifetime to build up a little 
iavc pit half of it In slave prop- 
it satisfied for a moment 
guarantees that they can He 
and nlft-ji ' 1 1 1 i> lly and lq safety, 
dare break in and take 
m them, They want protec- 
ur thousand millions of dollars of 
Now, how doe* Mr. Crittenden 




propose to reach that point? Is there any Lin 
provement which has ever been suggested upon 

Qen- 
tlcmcn, you are an re have upon our 

Statute hifik. pooled tj OSC National Legislature, 

the toffiBm Slave Lav. What has been the 
trouble in the South? It was, that when a South- 
ern man undertook to pursue a slave into a free 
State a mob would arise and take his property from 
him, and he hod no remedy— be mi j, merles*. 
That need* rectifying. We need ■ .stronger guar- 
antee in regard to that point than we hate hod 
heretofore. How are- we to get It? Mr. Critten- 
den proposes that the General Government shall 
come in with her strong arm and dad with tin: 
Northern robber who floret to violate the law. 
Be doea not leave the individual to struggle with 
the law ; lint he proposes that the General Gov- 
ernment should pay the value of the stolen prop 
eaty to the owner, and that she shall undertake 
to deal with the offender according to hi-, deserts. 
lion "I Missouri— slave holder-.— fail ynusug- 
eest an improvement on that? I believe none 
bos ever been suggested thut was more Mtbfacto- 

ry to the South than that. 

Then, gentlemen of the OonTentfon, pu two 

great points arc now disposed of. Pence anil unl- 
et an restored to the South, They no longer look 
upon their Northern brethren Hi ciiemi I, because 
they have not the poiotr to do than 

All those startling fears upon which artful and 
desiguing men worked in order to carry them- 
selves into power, without reference to the 
enVI thai it is to have upon the nnrion, mid 
whieh have in a great measure led us to our present 
unfortunate condition, they are rid of. We put 
nn impassible barrier between the enemies of 
and the owners of slave property tn ■)-.• 
States. We deprive the Abolitionist of tin 
ever to alter the American Constitution, so as to 
give Congress the power to invade a Southern 
B; and we give full and ample 
protection to tin four thousand millions of dol- 
lars worth ot property in the States. 

Well, those two material points are snrlsfneto- 
rily ilNposed of. The next question, and. 
men, the only question remaining to bei 
ercd (for I believe that the people of the Ni.nh 
agree that we are entitled, under the Constitution, 
to all those guarantcca and to all the prot e ct i on 
that wo ask, so fer as shivery is concerned in the 
i> that of the Territories. Well, what of 
the Territories? It Is unnecessary for DM to 01" 

gne thli qnestion u u-ngiii betora Al*Obwen> 

Hon: hut, gentlemen, as that Is the point upon 
which onr enemies hoog the fate of Missouri. I 
will argue It. That is the great weapon di fur 

in the hands of our enemies. They coy all is very 

well about the States, bnt the danger lies in the 

enies, Wrii, now, this u not a aoestloB 

ODttreJy Of principle, but a question of El 
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of practicability. You go 6a to 
demonstrate to them thai the God of Nature 
lias put his veto on the introduction of 
alavcry mirth of 3<J degrees 30 minute*. TM 
■ will urgno with you a day, and say tiny 
don't care whether that fa true or false— 
wliethrr the liwi of natnre have placed impas- 
sable barriers between tlitm and that Territory 
or net; they will maintain that t lie abstract 
principle is right, am I tliat there should be B0QBD- 
ec-sion upon that pi lint. They any tin.' Ilevnliition 
was fought on a preamble, and they talk abont a 
principle. Well, I apprehend, wiiem srertbc people 
can understand this principle in a practical light. 
I].''. \i -.1! make Hit i»>or headway with that prin- 
ciple. They insist that they have the righi of 
going into any Territory and occupying every 
foot of ground that the God of Nature will allow 
tie a ro d'ciipy, and iliai they ure not willing to 
indon that right in any instance whatever. 
That i* the argument of the secessionist-. 

Well, what does that amount to? itumounta to 
just this— our Northern brethren now, and I be- 
lieve it sincerely, will give u* the Crittenden Re- 
solutions whenever we fun pet at the sense of 
the people in a National Convention; th>-> 
give us guarantee* for the protection of slavery 
in the States ; they will give us this impassable 
barrier to prevent men, hereafter, from carrying 
the war into Afri I : tle-y will give lis protection 

for wngf Itaei of territory ftbea you can take 

slavery acconlinp to the laws of Nature; but the 
SnGC >y we »ill surrender all these 

guarantees offered us, and for what? for the 
sake of asserting an abstract principle that 
is barren— a right that U a barren abstraction — 
Ihcv say further, that they consider this 
compromise altogether on one side, that we give 
up every thing, and that we get nothing.— 
Why, centlcnien, is that the manner In which 
the thing 1 1| I., you; and right here, 

at the risk of being— as I remarked before— a lit- 
tie tedious, I will go slightly into the past politi. ul 
history of our country on the subject of slavery, 
IBd shall take, to some extent, the same line of 
argument pursued a day or two since by the jren- 
tlenuin from Clinton— .Fudge Birch. Let us look 
to the national lagfalaflm of the past, and 
• i. iv h.-t her or not this la not n com promise 
wc are getting. It will bo remembered, 
and I will pass very rapidly over the history, 
that in iS;0, Missouri sought to come in as a 
slave State but was opposed, hut at la-t she did 
O0BM in »ith her maguiflcaot domain. Time 
ti 'lied on, and Texas with her magnificent em- 
pire sought to eorne into the Union. It was still 
opposed b. 1 men nfthe North, with the exception 
or tOOM of OOS Nurthrrn friends who have al- 
- hern wllliii-' in -tuinl by our Constitutional 
tuht.i, and tliev agreed to admit her. How? 
Tinas bat a territory of three hundred millions of 



■area of land. And what were 
prescribed by Texas' Ti 
should be almnteil with the rie,!i 
territory into four great States, and 
right to-day if she is n- »r nut of 
It waa a part of the 

by reading the proceed 
gross in 18*5, and farther, by reading 
great speech on the compi 
1830, where ho take* that groun 
"Texas to-day has the right 
nifleent Territory into four sit 
it is a part of the contract BE 
admitted." Well, gentlemen, tfBMT 
New Mexico and California 
The same enemies in the Northern .St 
cd to prevent the ad mi 
and what then took place? Why, I 
Clay came fortward and offered a rest 
embodied the celebrated lo i 
tion, by means of which men 
with their property .could go In 
and stand side by side th 
By and by our Southern brethren 
North, this will not satisfy as. Yl 
have been encroaching upon U, ami 
upon onr institutions, and robbing u 
perty. and we have no remedy, lb 
gitive Slave law. They did so. . 
Northern man was In the Pre 
HMOBted thnt law, That WM 
rolled on again, and in IK', I, wh 
Nebraska sought to come in, w 
then? Our Southern brethren 
ted doctrine which was enunciated 
promise measures of 1830, rhe dm 
intervention, Is cramped nnd t 
it- lull operation on account ol 
snarl Compromise, and we now 
do what by right and Justice ft 
to na, We a*k yon to remove 
souri restriction and give th* 
the South the right to go into 
territory and suy what institution] 
have. I 'ul they refuse? No, 
it '• i ns. What was done n 
soqgbl to take the power of legbLat 
subject of slavery in the Tcrri 
before remarked, nut of the hands 
Our Southern brethren said: Take th 
Congress, and give ns all • 
Kentucky, Louisiana and Arkati 
an Opportunity to go there nnd tal 
■ hance « itli our Northern bn 
people decide. We did go into Kan 
and pusbeil laws for the protection 
as we did in New Hexim, and 
- lands 09 our statute bunk. That 
the thing stands. I am now recJttnf 
for the purpose of showing that this 
nuse. I understand a compromise 
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Hi (idea. Now, »ll 

: ■',:.> that m. • 

bat we arc not entitled 

a» EaBtae-Nelmaka bill was given to 

ar solicitation, and upon that platform 

Jum rtn«-h:nini], a sworn Mend of 

by an overwhelming majority, and 

iai'le Is now pn 

! (In* seven of our Southern 

•re deserted us and gone ont of the 

undertake to show you (hut the propo- 

a the Crittenden resolutions In 

rriiory nrc, in the truest sense 

rf, a compromise, and I think I rati 

le it. We have asked the fugitive slave 

i wia pnr iijHin nur statute honk. We 

rerto regulate shivery in the 

ff. tlic people fm; 

owe find? W« find that we cannot 

•1 la the territories— that the arm of 

lature letoo weak— that our 

rnemics, those who are really our 

Dcmlci, have three nun to our one, 

till the territories and rob us 

section. Now, what do we ask? 

iut this power shall bo placed 

.ongress; that it shall once more 

H 0m General Government that 

strong arm shall give un protection. 

!"ii't ihevgive us something? 

vield us something? Certainly; and, 

ust what wc are entitled to. We di tw 

i shall not be left to onr enemies who 

the Territories, hut that the 

shall come to our rescue. Suppose 

to n», is It nothing? But they tell as 

tjuaruntcea they gave us for slit very in 

There is the Fugitive Slave Law, and 

■.•k. H"e are nut responsible (be lot 

The President has the power to exe- 

wc have done all we can. We say 

lat, and ask yon to do more— to giro 

iliai will he of some practical utility 

4 yon to let us go into this Territory 

pert/, and claim protection of 

Government. 1 do not know what 

Ideas of compromise are, but tlint 

exactly, And mind you, when 

Qpjf, I don't mean to say that 

one thin a that wo axe not 

W« m entitled to ft all, and 

Iril of compromise. I 

It proper, gentlemi oof the Conven- 

poo thai long in the discussion of 

< rittenden proposition*. 

the reasonis that I suggested 

that— 

i I will say to the gentleman thai 

order in dlecoicmg the Crittenden 

has been to mi 'full knowledge, 

•itiou to indulge him. 




and I hOJM the I V.nvcnti..ii will indulge Idm. He 
I ofTthe whole merits of the subject by of- 
fering an amendment to a panic alar clause in 
the report. There being no objee don, the gmtle- 

miiii will lime ii-avr io proceed. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. Moss. 1 thank you, gentlemen, for Qm in- 
dulgence. I was aware o( the fact, but as I staled 
nl the outlet that I did not contemplate again oc- 
cupying the time of the Convention, I llaeTlHl to 
say what 1 thought in regard to the whole ques- 
tion. Now, gentlemen, as t remarked in the out- 
set— 

[The speaker was here Interrupted, by some one 
in the audience being seised with a tit. Affair fhe 
excitement had subsided he said:] 

Gentlemen Of Hie Convention, 1 take tie 
tion I now occupy for the reason that I have 
intimated : I have faith In the Northern 
people As I remarked a few minutes ago, 
and ms my worthy friend from Clinton 
remarked, we have never sought any pro- 
at their hands that they did not grant, and when 
I say this, I do not mean the Abolitionists of 
the North; I do not mean the men who avow no 
compromise and hostility to the Institutions of 
the South, but I mean the noble patriots who 
hare been willing to stand by the constitutional 
rights of the South In all times; bos men now talk 
that they have no sympathy with Northern men; 
they are too apt to class nil North e rn men alike; 
they pay our sympathies are altogether with the 
S»uth. Do you know, gentlemen oi the Conven- 
tion, tlcu in S'o vein her, 1S60, there was a qur- 
ter of a million more votes polled against 
Mr. Lincols in the North than in the 
South? Are these noble men who stand 
up in the midst of your enemies, to suffer mar- 
tyrdom ? Have they no claims on your sympa- 
thies? Have you no hope of the- vindication of 
your rights, and of obtaining additional guaran- 
tees from those noble men who are now struggling 
for you in the free States. Turn to the post his- 
tory of the country, to which I have referred, and 
remember thut yon have a stronger army lighting 
for you in the free State*, than you hove in >he 
Smith Such Is the fact, and no man 
can deny it. Gentlemen who are with- 
out hope, and who have no confidence in 
the Northern people. I ask you to examine the 
result of the election of 1890, and sec what a rev- 
olution you have got to produce. Take sad) 
State, and see how many votes you have got to 
take front the Republican party 10 add to the 
friends of your Constitutional Rights party, and 
M what a revolution you have got to work. 
Some time ago, while I was making a canvass in 
my District, I took the trouble to do that ; and 
rfcbt here I will state my po-irioii iu regard to 
our Southern brethren withdrawing from us. I 
know gentlemen, on. ttvVs ftorat -»re.\ taq'A \»t«& 






aw now to talk about these tkiaga; bat, gentle- 
DHD, r think it is, I thin!; n || proper that the 
people of Missouri should understand this ques- 
tion, a* how wc stand and why we stand as we 
do. Our sis tors in the South, without consulta- 
tion with us, took the liberty of going out of the 
Union and inaugurating a revolution, and left us 
to our fate, I regret tout. While I nni disposed to 
complain of them for their arbitrary action, yet 
I am not disposed to abuse them. But I think a 
calm, dignified nnd firm action of the people of 
Missouri shonld bo takes in regard totbe <-ir< iiin- 
I that have led us to our present 
troubles. How did we stand upon the • 
of Lincoln? It was known that his hands MR 
tied — that Congress was with us. How did It 
;ard to adopting c oust itutional amend- 
ments? How would it stand to-day, in regard to 
the adoption of the Crittenden resolutions, if all 
our wandering sisters had staid in the Union? 
Gentlemen, I believe it would require hut ju-t 
eleven free States to give us a constitutional ma- 
jority to ndopt amendments to the Constitution. 
But they have gone out, and how do they leave 
us? They leave us so that wo art' now n impelled to 
get fourteen of the Northern States, to get a 
majority of those left, and a still larger Dumber 
to got three-fourths of the original States la 
order to amend the Constitution. Hut look at the 
returns of the November election, and see the 
revolution necessary to be made, and you will bo 
astonished; lor you will remember that when you 
take from the Republican side, and add to our 
side, the thing counts double. You will perceive 
thnt in order to get tlirec-fourtbs of the States, 
you would not have to make a revolution exceed- 
ing 1 0,O()O votes in any State, except Pennsylvania 
and New York. Don't you believe that revolution 
has rJrcad.v taken place ? I do, and it is for that 
reason that I would go with confidence into 
a National Convention; but I want the delegates 
to that Convention to come from the people ; and 
1 iut- ml to offer a resolution, at the proper time, 
reuching that point— thnt wc ask that to be done, 
and why ? Because I don't want to go through 
a solemn farce like that which was ennctcd a 
short time since in the Peace Congress. I have 
no fuith in delegates sent from Abolition Legisla- 
tor | and Governors, who go to meet secession 
delegates from secession Governors and Legisla- 
tures, [applause;] and 1, tor one, have never staked 
my hopes of salvation in the hands of such men. 
I "ii \ in. The Scrgennt-at-Arms will attend 
to his duties, and will clear the galleries, tf there 
Ls any more cheering. 

Mr. Moss. The question was put to me on 
every stump, by every Secessionist, Will vou not 
be wilting to go out If this Congress fall? No, 
gentlemen, for I look for it to fail, and, as a dis- 
tinguished member told us the other day, North- 
ern men camo there with ibc Idea that they had 



to sustain the Chicago platform, without 
• any other question. I am oppoi 
Missouri going into a < 
di -Ironies that shall bo tool by any Lcgis 

no* In existence. Bat. taj the BermifMilili 
hands tire Had; these Legislatures n. 

v.. n't send delegates to a Ni 
Convention. What are you going lodoj 
you going to wail ' I la taj :•'.■■ ! . 
eight long years of blood and suffering tc 
this Government up, and I think it i- 

inonths delay or two years or five y» 
preserve it. And If those I.egi.-lnCures trl 
send delegates there, and refuse to subm 
question to the people; if member 
rafaSC to do tin ir duty and refuse to give th 

pta what Is right, I am In Ikww of waMaj 

want Missouri to go out. I want 
wait until she can reach our Northern br 
ballot box Then, when they tnn 
baeks upon u- ami say they are no 
brethren, th;n there will be time enough lb 
souri to talk about going out of the Col 
am not inclined to break up this Governinc 
cause a few unprincipled politicians have ft 
our legislative halls by swindling the pee; 
because they retuso to give us our rights. 
stay In it until we can reach the people, anil 
raise my voi salon until out No 

brethren have declared at the ballot box Coj 
will no longer live with us ns bretl 
there will he time euough for fflttOuM 
about going out. 

I know that political I the Sot 

us that wc cannot come together again, a 
friends ask me if r have uny hope '■ 
I have faith in the people of the Son ' 
none in their political leaders'. I have 
In the people of the North, but I have 
in their political leaders. And I have a 
it may be a sort oT forlorn hope, ■ 
but il is this, thai .; i cable rcmedl 

that at last the people, when they come to 
the fact that thoy have been trodden upi 
oppressed by u set of unprincipled politl 
rants, that they will rise up and trample 
men down and upon this bloody ground pit 
old national banner. This is my hope, 
to a reconstruction of this gre 

I had to-day a conversation with ai 
tclllgeut gentleman lately from f 
a gentleman who is very worm in bis 
ment to the South, and ho stated tP 
fact that I have always believed, and ' 
that a large majority of the peopl. 
the day she went out of the Union, were agn 
cession.and I tell you, men of the border Stat 
form the great backbone, the vertel 
which are attached these Northern i 
ribs — some of which have been ore 
they nlll be reunited, 1 trust, despite the i 




II you. 
1 get bo adjustment of I 
■ mien rcsolu 

oftheagOncT 
t. DwtIj or other-, tier-will fa 

who will liuii'i up Union par- 
Ice the South, and ihey 
ill i Mm I oat just im long 
ben tbey will rise up und 
ppressors. God grant the day may 
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I, n reign of terror U prevailing there. 
e open hi.-, lip.* in (hvoroftbe Onion, 
ho have shed their blood upon the 
■taftttscn who have contributed cm- 
Southern St. i 
h as traitors, wnl I declare my blood 
when I read the denunciations of 
patriot*. Look at Sam Houston— a 
by his military prowess and rtatevmau 
dded to The Southern galaxy that peat 
as — Sam Bootton ! Look ni. the tnii- 
— yen, 1 say traitor — talking febonl 
'ii "ii ii mil, nnd running him 
iliat be gave to lis but a few 
Satn Houston! a mnn who has shed 
otic blood on Southern soil, nnd In de- 
i it than ever llow-.it in i li..- 
Wlgfalli ihui aver Hved. 
i. I- at the South.— 
i lire denounced ; 
u> lore the Onton. I Ml yon thai 
lost have un end— it has had an 
I history. The hictory of the 
In Fruni-c, and of the world, point to 
r that a revolution will overwhelm 
sen i he people and what 
•I, men, I hare occupied your 
•Hough. In i unrlusion, I only de-irc 
l I hall from a county where Lincoln 
•t a rote, and where the secessionists 
Bandied. My constituents are 

■i, and thry Indorse my position, and 

■ Butt i. Ii Missouri has lr> staked on the 

he must have a peaceful settlement.— 

>' t<.> go out of the Union, but 

i .'it : heir honor shall be safe In your 

i y the middle ground, and we 

mos a friendly hand, and 

ni peace, and our salvation depends 

be resolution will meet with a 

I an amendment to the 

ag declared out of order 

of offering it ot the 

i., of Randolph. I concur in most of 

by the gentleman from Clay, 

unopposed to that resolution. I 

>f Hlasonrl il<peiiil» upon 

hut I do beUcra that tho 



restoration of this Union may be broogM 
and I am therefore in favor of the resolution re- 
port! ! by the Committee, whirh opposes CO 
on ili" ground that it wonld destroy the hope of 
t ruction. I do not believe the fate of 
Missouri Is dapaad BM upon the action ot the 
States out of the Union, nor am I willing to 
take any action that shall tie me to 
their (I have selected their own 

i oiiiM-. whatever its resnUa are to be to the- 

ranch I may deplore Ii buvaiu anal 

I may dtfn AMD to be restored, yet tho course 
they have taken I am not prepared to take for 
Missouri ; nor will I taken position which will 
draw mo into the path which they huve taken 
The gentleman says that we should show as 
much spirit in resisting coercion, as our brethren 

North. Threats of resistant 
coming from the Xorth, have a good 
coming from the South, they have a far 
■ ut effect. Coming from the North, it showi thcy 
are willing to assume the part of pacificators, 
but coming iromtheSonth.it comes in the na- 
ture of a throat— and we have had too much of 
that, IT the Federal Government rails upon us 
we must discharge our duties to that Go 
nient. Sir, I will not take tho position that I 
atn in a Government, and yet intend to resist lot 
laws, I think It is not the proper eour 
tills Convention to declare, this sentiment, what- 
y may think the Action Of Missouri should 
be. I will not make a pledge now which by 
a possibility can be construed to the effect that 
we will tight lor those who have placed them- 
selves in the position of enemies to our country. 
Suppose there is a Constitutional demand upon 
this State, and an attempt to enforce it, what arc 
we to do? Are we to res I necessary, by 

arms? What, then. Is the consequence? Why 
we declare that peace is essential, an I yet. for 
til'' nkc of penes, bungontts [ Wl " :U — inau- 
gurate the very thing wo attempt to avoid, 
and we ourselves inaugurate it n>r tho pur- 
pose of avoiding it— it involves a practical ab- 
surdity. Mr. President, it would produce a great 
excitement throughout the Southern States if co- 
rn ii,n were re-orte.l to. Coercion, in the sense 
in which it was understood when this question 
first began to bo talked of, is a different thing 
from what it means now. We now have con- 
-trui iiie coercion. We now hear that Miij. An- 
derson's holding on to Fort Sumter is coercion, and 
that South Carolina, in taking Fort Sunn, r, I 
but acting in self-defence, i- but twilling oOtt* 
. i. in. Now, if I do not mistake the feeling of 
:i. as between Sontli Carolina and Major 
Anderson, the sympathies of Missouri are in fa- 
vor of Major Anderson; and I will make no 
pledge that the people of Missouri will take up 
nrms to resist the General Government, in dated* 



idg Major Anderson in tha discVw^- «l Vis. *ms?i - 






Mr. President, it stem* lo mc that! Mi resolu- 
tion is at variance wit a Uie whole scope and spirit 
of ilie ri-oiuiiiiiF ■dojptsd by the majority of the 
Committee, [f I understand the scope of their ar- 
gument it is this— flint Wfl m not to re Burt to rev- 
olntnmary remedies so lonjr as wo have a means 
of pratodtag our lights within the limit* of the 
law, and we have reason to believe that we con 
have our righto protected within the limits of tho 
law, and therefore there is no cause for revo- 
lutionary action at this time. That Is the spirit 
of the resolutions reported by the majority com- 
mittee— that wc rccommond subordination and 
the noble spirit of submission to the laws. 
Rut n< I understand it in tho resolution now 
before the Convention, wo pledge ourselves to 
insubordination, — we place ourselves on ground 
wlii'di is wholly at variance with tho spirit of 
the majority report, in that report I believe wo 
take the only tenable ground mat can betaken; 
thnt revolution should never lie resorted to while 
there are means of preserving our rights in the 
Tnioii. We have taken the ground and set the 
example, and I want to see no resolution in- 
troduced at all nt variance with that or 
wliirh is calculated to set the States 
example of insubordination. We take the high 
ground of mediators, and place ourselves on 
the impregnable basis of maintaining our le- 
gal rights, by legal means while these legal 
means exist. I say our position as mediators 
depends upon the position we occupy before the 
mnnirv. If we occupy the position of threaten- 
ing insubordination, it will weaken the moral In- 
fluence which we shall exert in that capacity. 
I am, therefore, opposed to the resolution. 

Mr. IlKiin, I desire to say a word or two on 
this amendment. If I understand it, it is this: that 
Missouri shall not furnish troops to the seceding 
States nor troops to the General Government. I 
am opposed to the passage of that amendment, 
I am opposed to it because I do not believe it 
speaks the voice of the people of Missouri. The peo- 
ple of Missouri love the Union as much a* any 
people within the limits of this Union, and while 
the people of Missouri are willing to wait for the 
preservation of that Union, as long as there is a 
reasonable hope that it can be preserved, yet I 
believe tho people of Missouri have made up 
tin' i r minds upon the subject embraced In 
that resolution. They have made np 
their minds, not as the gentleman from 
Randolph wonld have it, that they would 
aid the General Government to rocrco their sis- 
ters of the South; not that they would respond 
to any call to in arch upon Southern soil to shed 
the. hlOOd of Southern men, because these 
.Southern men have been driven out of the 
Union by the violation of their Constitutional 
rights. That is not, in my judgment, the do- 
termination of the people of Missouri. The 



gentlemen says we have an adequate rem* 
the law. Has that been true anil 
I know that it is not If we had an adi 
remedy by the law our I'nion srooM BM 
been in danger. In my judgment the 
have made np that? mind, and th.--. 
it up to nse every effort to preset I 
in every way in which it can be prescm 
ennnot be preserved by coercion; it cam 
pinned together by bayonet.-.; it ■ annot I 
men ted by blood; if can be preserved oi 
the way in which it mi made by compi 
and concession. In that way the peo| 
Missouri desire and will labor to pr 
it. But if the General Govcrnttten' 
lowing out the course indicates; 
him who has the control of its af 
tf the General Government axtenr 
troops upon Southern soil to retake th< 
now in the hands of those States — to 
the Custom House, either forth' 1 purpose 
lectlng the revenue, or for any other purp 
say If the General Government does that, tl 
ion Ls gone. If it is dissolved; a rc-consti 
i Impossible; bee n thc'e gapii 

lions there will be a gulf of Mood. In mi 
ment Missouri has made up her mind, at 
determination is that If the General 
will not wait nntll the country can smTC tl 
ion by concession and by compromise, net 
in in nt ion is to take her stand by the 
Southern sisters; having failed t 
risbts; having failed to have any guarante 
that great anti-slavery party that has h 
trampled under foot the Constitu 
foiled toohtain this, her determination is I 
her stand out of the Union — to la] 
with her sister border States; and wheat* 
they will take with them that 
they never have violated. Tin 
with them that glorious banner tLal 
have baptised in the blood of a h 
battle fields, and if necessary, under its 
folds they will fight for their rights and I 
tlons as their fathers fought, until the la 
of blood be spilled. In my judgment thai 
determination of the people of Mi 
true, it is not the determination of all, for 1 
rt has within her broad limits thirty th. 
men belonging 10 thai party that has assal 
Constitution. If they are to control her i 
if she is to remain in this Down at the si 
of her institutions and her rights, 1 b 
thing to ask, and I ask it as a matter of j 
that she change the device of her coat of 
remove from it the grizzly bear, for its rug 
ture was never animated by a crave: 
substitute In its place the fawninu sp 
at the feet of its master an 
that smites it. Mionuri, in 
never take that position. I know the 






|iri I knov . Mis- 

I kMN Hi"' II II rtltmW ever arrive at 

■ tier rights, 

i ton- ■ expedient to which 

i'v i: ro preserve the Union, 

I nor rights in the Union — 

lone ihnt, if the question is then 

I to submit to have the Chicago 

nod the dogma* of this Republican 

u the place of the national 

m I stir-render her insil- 

ig of a sectional party or (to 

on— I know what Missouri will 

of every Southern man will 

hat aba ■ HI do, that is, Hint she will go 

Di To one construction of thin 

ititl I have no objection. I have not 

htest hesitation in saying Missouri 

■t (uniisli any for. e to any acceding 

nake war upon the General Government. 

d do no such thing; and I have no neat- 

-aying she would furnlso no force to Hie 

iovernmcmt to make war upon the sece- 

Iium' riu hesitation in saying that. 

S the extent of the amendment I give it 

v ar.|irinnl; but iMt goes further, as I 

o go, and takes the high ground, 

Hi. t occurs that Missouri will be 

i lertlie law and command of 

Lincoln, then I cannot go for any such 

nit, because Missouri will never do it. 

ii'iun. As ■» cry few gentlemen seem 

mil the amendment, and as it is late 

roiling, I move that the Home adjourn 

W morning, so that the resolution 

printed. 

putti. he Ciiaib laid bo- 

Convention a communication from the 
Jitor, together with an opinion of tho 
General, to the effect that he did not 
lorited to pay out any money to meet tho 
..I the Convention unless authorised to 
•pedal act of the Legislature. 

i in was also presented from 
Igineer fta X T U K, Inviting the Convention 

a display of the steam tire engine*, 
mod. 



ENTH DAY. 

St. Louts, ftUica 13th, 18«$1, 

; at 10 o'clock. 
ice in the. Chair. 
i offered by the Chaplain . 
> read and approved. 
> ik announced the further eonsidcra- 
ii mi ndiiicrit to the filth n solution, in 
rt of the Committee on Federal 
, offered by Mr. Moss, to be in order. 



Mr. {foaxou. Mr. President, 1 har« not an- 
ticipated to engage in any discussion which has 
DM*. I liciied by the introduction of the amend- 
ment offered by my colleague and friend BJMB 
Clay. Nor do I now propose, in the remark* 

wlii'di I ^hull idler, to depart from tllO subject 

which in propcrlv and legitimately befori 
Convention, lor its consideration and determina- 
tion. I came hen, sir, not to talk, not to speak, 
but to represent, in part at least, by my vote, a 
constituency as loyal to the Union of I 
as unwavering in their patriotism, u devoted, 
- \ bO Micpei-ulliir institution of the sJaveholding 
States, as any constituency represented on this 
floor. 

[ propose, sir, to consider first the original res- 
olution jo which the proposition of my fj i 
offered as an amendment, to enable me to de- 
monstrate with more facility and clearness the 
reasons which shall operate on and control me in 
j my vote /nr that amend: 

That resolution, sir, enunciates that the em- 
it of military forces by the Federal Gov- 
ernment to coerce the submission of the seceding 
States, or the employment of military forces by 
the seceding States in a»6ailing the Government 
Of the United States, will inevitably pi im. 
country in a civil war and eutirely extinguish all 
hopes of an amicable adjustment of the tearful 
l<*ues now before the country. Therefore, we 
earnestly entreat as well the Federal Government 
as the seceding States, to withhold and stay the 
arm of military force, and on no pretext what 
ever to bring upon the country tho horrors OtekrQ 
war. This, sir, is the resolution, as originally re- 
ported by the Committee on Federal Relations, to 
which now there is pending an amendment, it 
enunciates, sir, that if war is taflagBHttfl by tho 
Federal Government, or inaugurated by the se- 
ceding States in assailing that Government, we 
are plunged in civil war, and that oil hope of 
peace is extinguished and forever gone. Mr. to 
the sentiment enunciated in this resolution my 
mind gives its most hearty and cordial assent. 

If the coarse indicated in that resolution lie 
pursued either by the Federal Government or by 
the seceding States, we become the subjects of 
two of the greatest calamities that can ever be- 
fall any people or any nation. Wo should pre- 
sent, sir, to the civilized world, the spectacle of a 
people with the freest and best government over or- 
gWlhwtl for men, pulling It down, tearing it asun- 
der, breaking it up, and inaugurating and substi- 
tuting in its stead wild confusion, anan -by and 
misrule, while the other nations of the globe, op- 
pressed by despotism, aristocracies and monar- 
chies, are attempting to pull thtm down, an I es- 
tablish and build up what we have blindly, ah ! 
blindly, gentlemen of tho Convention, been 
throwing away. Yes, sir, blindly throwing away, 
by inaugurating civil war, and Ihrjitimr, iw> It* wd. 



name, and causing it v> rage like ■ tempest of 
Are from one end of this confederacy to the oth- 
er, ilt'sulatini; tin- land, and tinging the waters of 
our own Missouri and of the mighty Mi- 
with the blood of oar eauntrymou, to whom wc 
; ted by ties of a common country, common 
kindred, common hopes and romtnon deatfarj 

Mr. President, I do not desire to live to see that 
day. I do not dc>ire, sir, to live to see the lime 
when wo shall become denationalized, uuiliri- 
u ! nndh ilLted, by the horrors of a > ivi! 
WW do I believe that there Is a ainglc, solita- 
ry gentleman upon this floor, nor a gentleman in 
the State, who would desire to tee such a its nit. 
'i. unity which will be brought upon us in 
consequence of the inauguration of wur by Other 
section, is a fearful one, and the dictates of pa- 
triotism require us, as representatives of the sov- 
ereigns of Missouri to pursue in this Convention 
such u course as will best prevent that fearful 
calamity from taking place. 

Sow, r-ir, the next sentiment enunciated by this 
re-'-l 11 ti> >n as resulting from mis stale at thingi is 
iiit all hope of a peaceable adjustment of 
our UlSfaM will be entirely and utterly extin- 
guished if this state of atfuirs should come upou 
the country. Why, sir, a man without hope, be- 
reft of that animating principle which impels him 
to action, with the future before him dark and 
dreary and blank, lull of nothing but wretched- 
ness and woe, would be an object for the exercise 
of our profonndest pity and sympathy. In indi- 
vidual cases such a condition would be deplorable 
in the extreme : but how much more so when ap- 
plied to a nation. A nation, air, without hope, 
presents a spectacle which I will not contemplate, 
and a picture which I will not attempt to pu int. 
How much more, then, docs this hold true to a 
nation.' Sir, we are told in this resolution, not 
"ill', that hope would lie extinguished, but that it 
wOldd be entirety extinguished; and not only that 
hope would bo extinguished and entirely HEttfr 
eni-iK<l, but that ell hope would be entirely ex- 
tinguished! I believe that that sentiment is 
true — 1 do believe that all hope would be extin- 
guished. 

Now, sir, how is It proposed to prevent these 
two great calamities from faliingupon us? Why, 
air, Missouri, with a larger number of fighting 
men within her borders than any slaveholding 
State, sends out, through the original resolution, 
her rain al aBJtWaty to the Federal Government 
and the seceding States, asking them to pnt back 
their swords in their scabbards, to dismantle their 
guns and keep the peace, while Missouri, in Con- 
junction with the Border slave States, will at- 
tempt by every lawful ami constitutional means 
to restore the Government buck to what it was in 
temper and spirit in the time of our fathers, who 
made it. This, sir, is well, and I believe that the 
voice of the great State of Missouri, containing 



within her borders one bandied and twenty! 

sand bold and rail . 

at all times and under 

their duty in the ea 

— I bcttcre, sir, that such a •■ 

especially so when Kentucky, the n 

sonri, and Virginia. her grandmothi 

. :iied Tofcea to the teattuMati whtafl 
expressed in these resolutions. It is a step I 

lireciion, and if the amendin 
league had any degree of antagoui 
propositions contained in the M ft h retold 
should feel it to be my duty to oppose lb i 
tion upon this floor. If, sir, that amend mc«j 1 
strayed the harmony of the reset u 
its beauty or destri-ynl rtl prini i j> ! •- « , I, -i-.i 
not be found hereto-day advocating its 
but would be found in ray place asking Unit 
vention to vote it down. 

What, sir, does It propose? It propo 
dition tn entreating for peace, to set 
expression ••* the opinion of Uiit 
that, if our Federal head and the m 
shoulil disregard, spurn, contemn an 
entreaty, and, like the war-horse, rn-li i 
blindly into battle, Missouri wonld not he < 
in the fight. That, sir, U the 
that is the principle which I urn I 
be enunciated in the amendment. 
Missouri would not be found in 
either with her men or her money; that if 

were iit rliut contest, it would be IS t p*et 

endeavoring to part the comb 

the flame, instead of adding fuel to the fire. 

tlemcn of the Convention, di 

that that is the sentiment of the pwple yowl 

sent on this floor? I do. 

I now, sir. desire to draw an argument in 
port of the passage of this amendment from I 
Inaugural Address of President Li 
that document is contained the following 
guage : 

"I, therefore, consider that. In view ol 
Constitution and laws, the Union i 
and to the extent I am utile, I shall take \ 
the Constitution itself expressly enjoin*, 
laws of the I'liion be faithfully exe 
the Scutes. Doing this I deem to be only a 
pie duty on my part, and I shall perform fuel 
as practicable, unless my rightful master*, 
American people shall withhold the HQ 
meaus, or iu some authoritative manner 
the contrary." 

Now. sir, I deem it bat an axrl 
part to the President of the United States, b« 
declare in my place that I do not regt 
gural as a war document. White it o 
in principle force. It disclaim* 
in my humble judgment war 
lieve, sir, that it is a peace doeume 
say, tir, how that Executive could have saidi 



a he lm« h I loeument. In the 

ittct to which I have called the sin 

this « Ifane is a plain Indication on 

i p«rt i inviting an expression 

*n ihe people of the United Sin ten In regard to 

v that he should pursue in carrying out 

irr w Men be de< lures. The President so) t 

a he will deem It to ln> lib duty to execute the 

tea unless the requisite means 

• will-,' ; ho American pco- 

nw we compose, to say the leust of it, Mr, 
trident, apart of the American people. Wo 
m a right to speak and our voice ought at least 
he hoard If it is nol considered. This rusolu- 
n proposes to speak to the President of the 
sited States and impart to him this information 
at in the opinion of this Convention, if he docs 
sngurate war, Missouri will, to far aha is con- 
ned, withhold the requisite means to cany on 
at war. 

ir, wai ring the question which was 
bed yesterday by my friend from Randolph, 
Ir, Hall,) that it involves or implicates 
w doctrine of nullification— waiving that ques- 
m, I itnte here in my place as a question of fact, 
at I believe that resolution announces precisely 
hat will be the result in the event of this war 
king place. Another reason, sir, and to my 
powerful reason for the adoption of the 
Sttndments offered by my friend, is found in the 
l! in the. Northern States there is a large 
Mly of sound and conservative- men who 
ire always been willing to discharge, every 
■astitutiouul obligation which has been 
■posed upon them. They have said to 

LSI iite, conventions that if 
should be Inaugurated by the Government of 
ates against the seceded Stutes, that 

S could not lie found engaged in that War, 
h , their men or money. Now, sir, ifthesc 
Ions, which nr" agitating and troubling the 
«ntrj are ever to be brought to a solution, we 
ia«t not refuse the hand which these gnllunt 
koi arc now extending; we must not repel them; 

* rnmt do nothing upon this floor that would 
Mke these gallant men down and place them 
Ompietely and utterly in the power of their foes. 

endmanl ilown and what will your 
rtends across the river In Illinois, who have stood 
p in Convention and declared, as 1 am informed, 
ad belie* s, sentiments as strong as those uttered 
a thU time ii 'I in ent ; how would that vote strike 
ie ears of those friends, and in what con- 
ttkin would It place them? Shall they be told 
oer have been repudiated by Missouri, certoialy 
oe of states in the Confederacy, and 

lore deeply interested in this question and the 
reservation of peace, than any other slave hold- 
is; State to the Union? I am opposed, sir, 10 
lacing them In that condition. It was not my 
r. nor my purpose, to proceed in this de- 




,jtit limitation. It has been my object to 
confine ■ 4j to the proper subject beibn 

the Convention. I think I lmvc torn so, and have 
given the reasons which imbued me to favor this 
amendment. I do not liko the wordinr of the 
amendment, and that was one objection urged by 
my friend from Randolph. I would prefer some 
dlgjbl vernal changes, but lam willing to waive all 
these trilling objections, and expect to give it un- 
vote. 

Mr. Hii-i-, "f Buchanan, I indorse most eor- 
rlhdlv the view* which have been [in 
the gentlemen from riutie | Mr. Norton) and also 
by the gentleman from Clay, (Mr. Moss,) and I 
trust Deiore I conclude my remarks I may claim 
their votes against this amendment. They have 
told the Convention, that when they could be 
made to believe that the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Clay was in conflict with 
the tenor, purpose and spirit of the report of the 
Committee on Federal Relations that they would 
be the first to vote against it. I claim, and de- 
mand that they shall act up to their pledge. 
What is the spirit and scope and meaning of 
the report of the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions? It is rhnt in the opinion of that Com- 
mittee we should nndeTtake to take care of the 
present. It is that we should pass no censure 
on the prist— that we slmll make no pledge in nf> 
erencc 10 the future, but that if wo caa take care 
ni' the difficulties which now surround us it will 
be as much as we shall be able to aecompl ish. 
We, therefore, s>ir, in the resolution which wo 
have had the honor to present to this body, have 
declared what the gentleman from Clay ami the 
gentleman from Platte admit to be true. We have 
declared that in our opinion the inauguration 
iif civil war, either by the Federal Government or 
the government of the seceded States, would be 
destructive to the welfare of the American people, 
and therefore we appeal, therefore we entreat, and 
therefore we demand of the Federal Government, 
and the State governments, that they shall stay 
their hands. 

Sir, as to the future we have not thought pro- 
per to speak; we know not wbat circumstances 
may surround us six months hence. What may 
be proper to-day, may be impro]ior two weeks 
hence. We, therefore, have said, for the present 
and under existing circumstances, that we be- 
lieve our duty to be to preserve the peace of the 
country. The motives which impelled ns to that 
conviction are manifest. We did not believe 
under the existing circumstances that it would be 
possible to execute the laws in the seceded Bttrm 
You can only execute the laws of this 
country, under the Constitution, by civil process 
and by means of a civil tribunal. All the armies 
you can march 011 earth cannot, under the Con- 
iriiuiiou, execute the laws of the land. If you 
want to execute the laws in South Carolina, vou. 



must have a judge, ■ marshal, and a grand jury 
to indict, und u petit jury lu convict. And wliilo 
Booth Cafonnft is In her present condition, yon 
can find no man in that State wliu will hold civil 
Office under the Government; you can liud DO 
grand jury to indict incu for violating (lie laws of 

iited. States; nor a petit jury to convict men 
after they arc indicted. And therefore, in the 
opinion of your Committee, it would be folly to 
undertake to execute the laws there. Thl 

•I the true policy wns to cim- 

tnc people of thosa States, treat them with 
kindness, yield to their demands If necessary, and 
restore thorn to their former friendly relations to 
the Federal Government if possible; and then, 
und not till then, can you execute the laws of the 
United Statu. 

And there i* another consideration. Wo know, 
Sir, that in the present state of excitement, any 
attempt to force civil officers upon the seceding 
States for the purpose of executing the laws, 
would meet with opposition— and not merely 
from the sec<"ded States, but from every State in 
the Union to a greater or teas degree. The very 
moment a hostile gun is fired in the seceding 
States, you will have civil war in every State of 
the Union, and destruction to the Government 
nud to our institutions will follow. Believing this, 
your Committee — friends of the Onion— asked 
for peace. Hut the gentleman from Clay says we 
mast go further tlntu that— turn we must not 
only, as patriots and friends of peace, beg the 
Government of the Union and the Government 
of these States to stay their arms, but that we 

onple the demand with a threat, and thai 
we must declare to that Government if it docs 
undertake to embroil the country In civil war that 
we will not furnish men and means to carry it 
on. Stripped of its verbiage, what does it mean ? 
Nothing but this: That if the Federal Gov- 
ertimeut becomes involved in a war with the 
Governments of the seceding States, Missouri 
will secede from the Union. How do the peo- 
ple of Missouri furnish means to the Federal 
Government? Why, the means of this Govern- 
ment are chiefly derived from the customs. — 
The Government gets its money by collecting its 
duties at its Custom Houses. There is where the 
Federal Government derives its resources, and as 
long as the State of Missouri remains in connec- 
tion with the I'Vderal Government, its duties will 
be collected from our citizens. But if wc intend 
to carry out the threat contained in the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Clay, the first thing 
for us to do will be to secede from the Union and 
seize upon the Custom House of St. Louis. I am 
not willing to commit myself to any such posi- 
tion. I know not what I may be willing to do 
when that dire catastrophe shall come; but when 
civil war rages through the land, I want the 
people of Missouri to bo free, to do just what 



they believe their honor cittern 

quire. I want them h ampere. 
embarrassed by no action on our pe» 
want the privilege lull to them of doing « 
honor Mid interest may demand, Supi 
'mid compromise the difficulties! w 
HOD dividing Hie country. Suppose the 
Georgia under such compromise si 
ntum to the Union, and the Confedera 
eminent should undertako to 
keep her out of the Union. Suppose th 
of Georgia, placing themselves beneath 
and upon the Constitution of the U. S.,sh 
peal to the Federal Government for aid i 
ing to them their Constitutional rights. ' 
tlcmanfroui Clay says wc mast fold o 
and look upon the struggle with indiff. 
That may be so, sir; perhaps that will 
proper course to take, but I am not will 
to pledge myself to any such position, 
your Confederated States should undc 
block up the mouth of the Mississippi 
pose each burdens on our commerce as ' 
an outrage upon as. Suppose our »i«ti 
nessee, Kentucky, as well as Illinois, InJi 

. - hould demand of Federal G< i 
that great channel should be opened to n 
the gentleman say that in a conflict such 
would produce, that we must fold oar at 
nidii]V»eiice. I repeat, sir, that a 
the proper policy, perhaps it will 
best policy, but I am not wiJ 
hind myself to it until drcumstano 
which will require us to do so. Now, sir, 
chosen to take care of the present; we b 
vided in our report for an adjounimcnt- 
il* any difficulties may hereafter arise, 
meet together, and then, with a lull acqa 
of the circumstances, take such coarse as 
think proper. Let us not embarrass on 
action as a peace-maker. Let us, In the 1 
nry Clay, " send forth the olive br» 
harbinger of peace. We want no war, 
strife, no collision commencing in Soutl 
no, and ending God only know* where. 
no blinking ruins; we want no streams o 
can blood shed by American hands; bt 
want to restore peace to a distracted cons 
cord to a divided Republic; and we wan 
sible, to look once more upon the blesi 
tacle of a united, happy and fraternal 
This is what the Committee on Federal 1 
have sought to accomplish. All belt 
tion tends to that end, and I believe the 
ment of the gentleman from Qoj 
thing but mischief, and I therefore appc 
friends of the Union to vote down tot 
meat. 

Mr. Ksott. In the few remarl 
submit upon the proposition before the 
tion, I shall endeavor to eouQne mysel 
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oori occupies a poai- 
.'.■ otlier member 
most peculiar character. H 

lio have emigrated to her borders 

portion of tho Union: some from 

ills of New England, some from the 

I • iiii-ylranla and New York, 

.. Mountain* of tin- Old Domin- 

k tad bloody 

Horn the broad savannahs of 

ilood permeates the veins 

Ml of the country, and If dvfl 

rrlii head in our midst, 

m t may, some of ns must in- 

i il bjitO ■ position Involving the 

•liy of imbruing our bunds in. I be 

;r brethren. In vie\r of ilii- 

i! to bo (be duty of Missouri 

1 representatives on this floor, to raise 

i the circumstances anr* 

lld render more potent than 

deliberations of our nation 

. - .ii;tL. u i : i. -, in f.ivot ol ill-' restora- 

the preservation of the Union 

as the palladium of her 

, bat "f the safety end prosperity of 

tntes. That to effect this object, to May 

revolution, and lure back lier erring 

fnuily of States from which 

red, Bhe should not stai 

limit, imploring the other 
if-m ruin, I :o every 

racy, that while a dlsso- 
rjnlon would inevitably 
1 1 'of destruction, they too 
iwn In the terrible vortex. She should 
the South, stay your mad en- 
gfotlou ; nial to her sisters of the North, 
omlseour difficulties, nnd 
I peace. She should use 
pcdi'iit tltiit patriotism, humanity, and 

■YIT till' 

nret u\ discord from our midst, and 

[Hire country the priceless boon 

She should do nil (his, 
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distractions of the coun- 
■ ifiat civil war is about to seat- 
ing breath, desolation and ruin 
■, like the simoon sweeps the 
old that she should throw 
a the broad folds of her 
1 ii Id tlivni from thi 

cane of war shall 
ihescat- 
oC a once glorious Uuii 



build a new and more enduring monument to lib- 
erty and pence. 8ac views which 
I frankly avowed in my circulars and speeches to 
the generous constituency- that honored me with 
a seat on this floor; and I desire to represent them 
with all the fidelity with which I am capable. I, 
sir, was born npon Southern soil, and I may have 
inherited too much of the fervor usually attribut- 
ed to the people of that seciiniiol* our country; 
but I can BBBodfC of nothing more revolting to 
the sentiments of humanity and religion which 
animate my bosom, than to be forced to that 
most horrible of all alternatives, fratricidal 
and while I would consider it unjust and inhu- 
man to be compelled by tbo State of my adop- 
tion to imbrue my hands in the blood of my kin- 
dred, and 1 hose bound tome by all the i 
early friendship and association, I am not willing 
that any citisen of Missouri, whether become* 
from a Northern or a Southern State, should be 
placed in a like horrible predicament, when the 
State to which ho bos ever been loyal can save 
him from it. 

By adopting this amendment, she promisee 
that protection; and she does so with- 
out violating a single principle of loyalty to 
the Constitution of the Genera] Govern 
She simply says to the seceding States, its 
hand of fratricidal strife, and to the General Cnv- 
emmentdo likewise; for whilo we discountenance, 
a war to bo inaugurated by the One, we will not lend 
our aid to subjugate and drive back the other to 
tbeit allegiance. 

Tt has been Intimated that this amendment 
pledges the State to withhold her aid Co the 
General Government In enforcing the law, bnt, 
sir, in my opinion, it does no such thing. Tt 
simply rccognir.es the differen enfor- 

cing the law and making war upon a State, for 
while the Constitution of the United States gives 
the President power to do the one, it confers npon 
him no authority to do the other. The I't I 
of the United States is authorized and required! 
by the Constitution to en force the law. Bnt how? 
Manifestly in the manner pointed onl by Bio law, 
and not otherwise. When a law of the United 

violated, thai violation must b- 
tained by regular Judicial proceedings, nnd when 
the sentence of the law has been formally pro- 
nounced by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
then If the execution ofthatjudgmo 
and not till then can the President make bare the 
arm of military power for the enforcement. For 
instance, should en army of South Caiolinian* 
batter down the walls of Fort Sampler, proceed- 
ing npon the hypothesis that .South Carolina is 
still in the Union, the perpetrators of the deed 
would be guilty of treason. But will any ono 
protend tb it tla- Piv.-ident has power to punish 
thattrcn ling an army to lay Charlee- 

t .ii in ashes? No, sit, tiw w»S*y ^srtv»'eavwx , oss 



byn Grand Jury j tried In a coutI i 

pi-tent jini-ilii iiun 

li nt would h 

1 i r, r*u<l it miU be his duly to 

.iry force at his disposal ns a poue 

eomfta that Km carried into effect, 

n:. . ire h'' ( under u flespottara ol 

the mm paasfbfa a, ■ detpo 

> e makes »h" law, admin- 
isters end executes it without Che form of 
!t wg lire, be no violation of her 

fealty 

: from tlm I'.MN'tiiivf of (lie 
irotion- 
alpnnv r. Again, sir, it has been intimated that 
this amendment looks to secession, and pledges 
tho State to withhold from the coffers of the Un- 
ion ih' 

and if I thought so I shonld certainly op p o s e 
ltd adoption, for If [turn ■ riafU pulsation of 
my heart, I know it is for the preservation of 
ii- I'nion, for upon that I know depends mc on- 
ly nil flu.' prospects of my own State lor future 
prosperity and hnpiin --', bal the prospeenof 
all with whom she stands connected In this Con- 
federal ■. -mot view it in that tight. The 
State of Mi--onri, aa a cor porn ti on, as :i 
pays not on 'err of ilmiea collected in onr cus- 
tom hou-c?. nor >l ndraent pledge her 
nment of anything 
may be doe to it trom iodivldoala, I 
can sec no application In the cases assumed by 
the genii' tn:m from liui-hannn, whatever. 

It has been ftcqncntly said on this floor, andjust- 
iri should occupy the | 
of mediator between the pan I m. To 

that position I ihink her peculiarly andmlmiru'hlv 
suited. under nil the circumstances surrounding 
■.'d. for one I am anxious, and more than 
■DXloil -hoald do so; but when she un- 

dertakes this mediatorial office, I do not desire to 

position of the vnltmv 
call -1 upon to arbitrate between the wolf and the 
lamb, U in the outset that she wi" 

the stronger side, ^^r if anything is to DO antfcd- 
; urn her office ol p it must ho ef- 

fected hy the Strictest impartiality bet wen the 
contending parties. There i.s nothing in ihi> 
ameadfoent inconsistent with the position Mls- 
n the Union, nor the tone and tenor 
of the report ol" tin? Committee on Federal Kelii- 
tion-'. Lei her, therefore, de hoe i.v Its adoption 
that she desires no war, no bloodshed, but pence 
and compromise. Let her say tobuth te lions of 
the country, let us bury our strifes, and sj 
ftgresl b inpires go foward hand 

In hand In a career of prosperity and glory that 
shall challenge the admiration of all the nations 
of the can Ii in all time to come. 
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and I might just as en-i s a es 

the General Government should 
with the seceding i I I might ; 

a case when the State of Mis 
furnish her men in that war. For 
if the seceding States were i.- , 
widi a foreign power. such a* l 
am) make war upon the rights of the State 
Union, would not Missouri in a coaffngM 
that, remaining in tho Union, fiimi-h lie 

lore think it unwi 
as Important as this, until it is nreeasHJ 
ri le It Again, can we not safely leave thl 
In the hands of the executive of s 
the Confutation of th ■ United .Slate* pi 
1 am aware that Missouri might n- 
tion of neutrality. Indeed that mi. 
position, because, sir, under tl 
tho United States, ii" the I 
Missouri, the call lias to be made 
executive of the State, and tin* exi 
may uot re-pond affirm a inch- in that t 
after a careful conatderadoi] ol nil ihe 
stances that surround him at the fin 
is made. Hence. I say there b no t 
for this amendment I di 
and improper to decide a great m:»m 
before we know all the drcaraataae 
in iy surround the cjiso. Again, sil 
lieve that the fate ■ 
conflict that Is now threatened bet n 
era! Government and the see 

it and destiny rests more upon a g 

in ling anil fraternal Ii 
Stales ol" the Mississippi Valley than i 
cr State of tho Union, M 
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peace with these States of tin 
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iiiiri :r Chreat- 

ther. W,- turn beheld the great State 
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other bond, when 
oration* rvni-heil ili>- Southern Btati 
ltd Kentucky and other Southern States 
bat no Northern army shall i 
dew to coerce or engage In civil Krife 
tec* This, Sir, is n m<-lnn- 

■!o condition for ihi 
• 1 in. Mair. 
[itate tbe pnblie mind exist hut in 
m aii-.trai't questions. The Govern- 
dissolvod, and Ims been 
Mof seven State*. I do not want 
taMfcm, Sir, to engage in the business of 
the Federal Gov- 
I especially do not want it .'one 
i"). The ma 
; will be great in t 
ation, and that moral pov. 
iyal to theFeder"' 

d Government that onr fathers bullded ; 
we dedare that we 
Dtbelv nunent, we at once 

■ moral power for good. Therefore, 
opposed Co r! I Bt, [| i i an- 

at the present time — it is out of place, 
no good. It will destroy the moral 
the great strife rxMing 
different sections or this Confederacy. 

jKELrorsD of llownrd. Rcpre 
u large ins 
Moo that has been the source 
I feci that I own It to myself, 
s to them to state to this Convention the 
why I dnsi tbe amendment. 
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entitled to tlie po- 
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lizenm who have chosen 
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aged friend 
. (Judge Gamble,) 



I tell you that my judgment gave it m 

and mv I - p in- 

laid down 
passionate deliberation baa bat confirmed at in 
my first impression. It is therefore it u 

offered this endmenl 

should state the reasons which will govern me in 
[ have no political record in the past 
I desire none in the future, sir. Thi 
sometimes make politicians Batter, theqi 
of ealitng the aye? and no i «rror for mo. 

Bat, sir, in the consideration of tlii-s amendment 
it should bo our design to di- •' on its 

merits. I come to this resolution, and I di 
disenss itonita merit!!. -ir, to send 

forth my vict- in relation to the objects and pur- 
poses of this Couvciitjon. Gentlemen all agree, 
sir, i!i. it we should it we should 

net as mediator. If we all agree as to th 
in the name of all that la good, ta the name of 
tren at home, shall we not act 
together here as n uni: ' Shall 
merely about wordi .' No, air. Let me Ii 
tall the resolution as originally n ported, to tuy 
mind, goes just us far as we ought to go. It 
neither says more nor less than la nnnrnprj' and 
while I might agree with the abstrac •, 
of any hich may be offered here, yet, 

sir, when wo look ut the objects and purpose* 
that we havo to consider, we roust perform our 
jqaeuoos, aud we 
mast not lose sight of the object for which in arc 
assembled together. When I went before my con- 
Stitoetrta I told them I could not. look forward 
into the future as to what position I could or 
would take a$ circumstances might arise. I told 
them I could only judge of the circa m-iimces a* 
they might arise; but I told them nil Un- p 
and energies of my mind should be used to re- 
store fraternal feeling in this Union. Then the 
reason why I object to that amendment is this: 
The language of "shall and shan't," wil' U I 
won't,* 1 is not the language of peace. I uni un- 
willing to say In any government, you Shall and 
yon shan't; and I am unwilling to fay to our as- 
ter Southern Slates and Southern i 
whom ray whole sympathy Use, you anal] and 
yon shan't, ft is not the rotoe of la 
says you shall or you shan't. No, sir, i: i- a 
brave man that says, " this is my will, thi 
opinion; if you violate or go contrary to my ex- 

1 1, the consequences rest upon yum own 
i Then, if our dearest rights are to bo in- 

vaded by Northern fanatics, is it necessary for 
this Convention to say to ittssouriuijs, yon 
must do thus and so? No, «dr; as u Mls- 
I say it needs no voice or this 
Convention to tell me how I shall act. 

mpttngsof my own heart, and the prompt- 
em tell 
him how lo act, and he will act aacordva^ \& >\* 
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U judgment shall dictate. 
Mr IV 

hi' p« oluiion because I 

fell it was pointing to peace. I felt, sir, it was 
■named by that «pirit of peace which ought to 

and inflame Ovary baaMB. Whoa He, 

oko as man never * puke, mid lo the ra- 
pag bOktwa, " Peace, be still:" I would any, 
iiiatilie smql' spirit should govern unil actuate 
tin' purpose* and objects uf this t'lmvorniuii. 
I would tiiy. when the raging elements are 
liming around us, and passion, discord, und 
i no are tho order of the day, in the language 
of Him, who controls the clc-mcuf*. " Peace, 
l)o still." I have no idea, sir, that 1 
shall tie myself down to any proposi- 
ijoa, i ir plan of adjustment. Icon only be gov- 
criinl hy pre-tiitHurrOUndings. iiini Wh" n I say Uiut 
thi-i or that may iiv adjustment, I 

BO nut iJe myself down to it ; hut I say this— I am 
Only willing tu speak for the present. I confess 
I can see no further. I behove, sir, that 
our peace, and our harmony and fraternal Union, 
jui- nut dependent upon the adoption uf this 
or l hut measure; but I say to you, that if we 
will have a compromise we must first set our- 
ielves nght; we most discard passion, wo must 
spirit of recrimination, anger 
mnl passion, and get ourselves right, mid then 
only can we sec our way clear, ond then, and 
Mr n nnly can wo teach transgressors the way. 
Then, sir, I tell you, us one who believes thut this 

■•'ily sentiment that will restore harmony 
in wiir distracted country; that when the people 

i i together and i onault about this matter; 

the pure principles of Christianity shall 
mioate and overrule every heart; that when 

all meet our brethren of the North in 
Convention— 1 say then when these principles 
shall be uppermost, and wo get together 
So Convention, they will be ready to OOBCade 
more than we ask, and we shall l>a ready to take 
h-s 1 1 j ii ji they will give. The so being my scn- 
Bmenta I am unwilling to mar the beauty of these 
resolutions. I am unwilling to vote for any rc- 
Boladons contrary to "our present mission." I 
am unwilling to give forth threats as the lan- 
guage of peace. This i.s the sentiment I gave 
my constituents. This is the sentiment 
they asked me to advocate before this body; 
ami if I fail to do so, I shall not bo tUtcharging 
toy duty. My constituents have more pecuniary 
iiiMv.it, perhaps, than any district in the State in 
this matter, anil they hare said in language 
n.it to be misunderstood, " Peace, peace." 1 ex- 
pect thai this will tM my only political record ; hut 

-ir, if dissolution and war shall conic, and 

if by our efforts we cannot heal the discoid Id ma 

i-iiuntry — then, I say, 1 nm not nillint; to place 

in such an attitude thut my children shall 

reproach mo in after years, because I did not do 



terron 
and si: lint if pear 

reign, and my children shall si 

our common country, as freemen, 
they may bo stripped of every vestige of p 
ry interest and reward in this world— -ei en 
■tripped of every thing,] shall ever have t 
satisfaction of knowing that they stand tin 
clear hearts, honest hands, aa freemen. I 
tcr thai they should stand thus, than th 
should roll in the lap of luxury, as worshi| 
mammon, slaves of avarice and TfWlfM 
their sliIim tyrant that rah 

them. Then be this m> I I — euc 

the hope thut it may be my only record— » 
my name shall stand, side by side with tl> 
patriotic hearts thut beat in this < 
favor of these majority resolutions. 

\lr. HEKDEnsox— Mr. President and 
men of the Convention: It really seenu 
that since the beginning of the de liberal 
this Convention, we have been disposed I 
nilv mid 10 civc an undue importafi< 
the apparent dimeulticd of the present 
When we come to look at our condition it 
so bad as at first blush we might an 
months n»o, we all thou .rere t 

i : eople on earth. I can not what ] 
man may have belonged to, or what sete 
icul principles he was attempting to ei 
upon the policy of the country, yet it mus 
mittad that every man presumed that w* 
Government the best that hod been guarai 
man, and that we enjoyed a prosperity ne 

by the people of any nation on the 
and yet, by some strange delusion, by sont 
■ ountahle transformation of the linuun n 
have conic to the conclusion thatwr 
the verge of destruction. It is do) 
word of it. There are loyal hearts iu 
from one end to the other, that beat steal 
responsive in their loyalty to iliat Ma 
,-titntionof our fathers; and though 
time party feeling may get the better c 
judgment, though for h short time wild fat 
may take possession of tho bolter feelings 
human heart, yet the day of peace ■ 
i Ion is ut hand. 1 witnessed this thl 
fore. I saw the* 

1 from Congress and from the Fedfl 
enunont secede from a Conveo 
South Carolina secede. I then felt whi 

i:ily be the coneequcnee, I saw Ji 
leave, and Florida, and Mississippi. 
ana and Texas. I stood as I b 
representative of the bean and 
of my people. I said to thai 
all secede, but I shall stand tro 
of Missouri. 1 let them on retu 

lound that my State wu- 
me, and instead ol 



rm for the I 

ibe Drtsocr ■• i of the Nation, Not nav- 

n( liming I 
I v mi In. if st f\ oman- 
•i this State. I can 
departure again, feeling con- 
Dubudjr has been hurt except 
I w.. uldth.it th.-y had nevergone. 
r fplrit and i 
| thcii ' ; i willingly 

tru back to the Ui i-futh- 

must yet do it. Politicians of the 
States— and I am going to talk plain- 
i drunken demagogues of the present day, 
have possessed themselves of 
in the hands 01 f 
■n, have fo far obtained i lie 
those States as to leave the people hut 
■ expression I sentl- 

Those that are interested in the charac- 
I perpetuity of the Union are in dm' i 
i known their sentiments of loyalty. I 
I that in the march of OnrGOTerti- 
Itocy on towards its decline, 
governments have declined before us, 
ime when a Marine or a 
re, 1 hud supjiosed that 
should become • )<■■. 
by vie*, in all probability 
be an American Catallne, but 
not supposed that in the first elgh- 
a Yancey, with 
ttnaUgnnv <>f a Catiline, with a tots 

>>Ie«ings which now make us 
on earth, would attempt t" 
into revolution, when tli 
in the course of a few years — 
depart in peace from us lo- 
ner ruin and destruction to that people. 
id yet some gentlemen, i 
to s:iy thai 11 miin i- a traitor, 
i himself to be a traitor. 
i lire afraid to say what they really 
it tills matter: they are afraid o| the 
<iple who are to-day us true to 
( onstitutioo as any livingpco- 
■xtb. They seem to desire to engraft 
In ;upon i- -oloiions;they 
g up to the point that is 
to save tlio Govern- 
md leave all in doubt and con- 
I do us no good. This is no 
lealrancy, As some gentlemen refer to 
,[ say if 1 can make u record 
rum impending ruin, I waul 
man in thi> proud Stat I 

ird that be liuacou- 
so save us eonso- 

thar . upon us, 




In one of the No [lowing 

bent of Ida mind, 
ty, taker- it and appropriates it to Li 

and deprives me of ir I go in pUnuil of my 

, and inret a band of free a 
amtsmptfble white men frno an associated toge- 
ther for the purpose of carrying out the original 
deetgn of the robber and of depriving mc 

use of my property. All these things occur, but 
ns a remedy lor ir we are taught the m ■ 
trine that all law must be repealed. Is that the 
irine? Is our government to be preserved 
by a doctrine of that character? Surely a< I 
m once taught, and I yet believe it, thai when 
the law is defective, when its execution I 

enforced, m con make the la* non 
stringent and provide better reined ■ - fbl lie true 
and proper COfOn ement. That is ihcti- 
trine of the government, nnd when wc d 
from it ten thousand diffleul.ies will ei 
MR-onri nnd this Union, consecrated by tho wis- 
dom of an illustrious ancestry. Tell me 
not they mode such a government — tell me not 

mew doctrine that is now being taught— 
tell me not that we owe our pi 
and our prosperity, to the idea that we are thirty- 
four Independent people, and oot one peoplct, It 
was supposed. When our institutions were fonnd- 
cd, that iu nuion there was strength, 

that in union there was power to enforce 

Ill the MtafaUshmfBU of our Government 
would be perpetual, that it was to i •• 
only to Mens those who made It, hat ■, 
litre generations, and to openthedoor luou 
ernment, nnl make it the a-ylum of the op- 
pressed in all lands, Hut, as the gl 
(off existing evils, the great remedy which is now 
■I, U secession? Is this doctrine true! 
Some gentlemen are afraid of the people of Mis- 
souri. I am not From my place here to-day 1 
declare this doctrine of secession to be a data* 
nable hertsyl That expression is strong 
declare my honest sentiments, and I am will- 
ing to trust on honest people to stand bran 
to this declaration. It was never designed bj 
onr forefathers as a remedy for anything. It 
is but the destruction of the Qovarnmei 
fortunately, and this mnst be accomi 
ni,h to establish the fact that there is u spirit 
Of ln='i I nnd reckless folly— a spir- 

ii that disregards law and Order — now •• 
Uig from the Northern regions of our Republic: 
to thoso of the Bcuth; a Bplrlt that 
to dcliEht in setting a - 
tend to give u ! prosperity, and 

looking upon that spirit of Kdtleai disivimrd of 

I .r sadallDC Bvlyt, and d« 
whether to plnnuo Into till? I 
ourselves and offset ona wrong against 






upon that — so loin 

tnrh in the v 

• c complain of impose npen 
•y of revolution in order to redress onr 
arroQgB, What are our com plain is? We com- 
bat the fugitive slave law lias been violet- 
thc Northern States, and if we one- 
the doctrine of secession to be true, then as an 
10 an ordinance of MoeackBi what is there 
to prevent the Northern States from at once pass- 
ing tut! that no slave Owner Shalt recapture 
slaves? And this la a remelv. not for 
any evil, but to pinnae hastily into a 
movement without looking at the tonsc- 
i I Hint must flow from such it 
The people of Missouri expect us to act irttb- 
ont (tear. They expect an b< ration of 

principles that will meat their views. What Is 
the condition of our countr; stars of 

the constellation have shot madly from their or- 

ii ih" duly of Missouri? T:< 
important, a very important consideration, and 
when WC look at tho Constitution anil the d< si.'-ti 
of our institutions, there is but one answer left in 
triocta heart; there cut be but one. I nm 
toll that they have gone to secure theii ri 

rty. Having been brought up as a 
rat of the Uriel,-! sect, I loo mitflit have 
been led into this delusion, if [ hud nut hud nil 
Opportunity to know better. Thoy never left (his 
confederacy— I mean the politicians who have 
governed and coattoUed this movement— on ac- 
count of any foar whatever as to their rights- in 
negro properl f, U is o false idea of commercial 
groatneaa. They have, since 1832, incnleated a 
doctrine that t> tariff upon Imports is a mere bur- 
den upon exports; that the initios have languish- 
ed under the revenue laws of tho Government; 
flint their fields have become barren under the op- 
us and exactions of on unjust Government. 
Tbe merchant of Charleston to-day, candidly 
and sincerely believes, in case his govern incut 
Eta be c-tulilMiid, Chat Bonth Carolina cube 
separated from the Federal Union, Chariee- 
ton in the 'Oiir.-e of ten years will become a 
New Tork. The merchants of Savannah 
havre the same opinion, the merchnnls of Mobile 
and the merchants of New Orleans have the 
same opinion, and unfortunately I must say this 
i of the day is entertained by some of 
i he merchants of tho West. The great eicv of St. 
Louis to-day owes its ■jreUneta Bad prosperity 
alone to the Union. But this delusion has seized 
upon some men of sense in Missouri and in the 
St. Louis, and they have oonu H 'lie cou- 
that in case a Southern Confederacy is 
i'Min/.l, Missouri must go with it and St. 
Louis «il| thereby become tho great city upon this 
continent. This delusion upon the minds ofsomo 
nn ii of the South has earned this unfortunate 
■uuo of uduire. But there is another thin- and 



'■; men who T thfl I 

giance to oalh-b 
and take Cuba and tafcjM 
to their rapacity; men who hare torn 
gauiMiious year after year, to go 
Spirit of Cortez and l'iiiurro, on, 
the wealth of Central American Siaw 
to curry on a war of pillage npoa the 
merce and wealth of their people. Th« 
• of feeling of that charncK 
ihese things combined with the idea that h 
y inculcated on the Sonthern rain. 
number of yean, that the Guvernmeut 
Union is oppressive: all 
driven that people into a total disregard i 
own interest and into that which must ice 
produce their ruin. This work has bcei 
reg.trdloss ol the consequences, Th 
has been given for this movement is that 
finds sympathy with tho people of II 
an left to believe that it is the tear or th 
laj and dominant party that tins 
them to take this extraordinary step 
ui the. very I 

driven out of the Union under the belief I 
triumph of this sectional party was t. 
i en out. Da 
demagogues and politician* who to-day wo 
them, if they could only conceal their pit 
and in the course of a few years they v. ill I 

: under the present stale of . 
brought about ihis thing, and by and 
the soothsayers of 
when they mot each other, winked . 
nt the delusions practised in an hush 
plo. This is the present con 
the Southern States, mid we iue called n 
follow them. The question, Mr. I 
whether we will re 
alright. 1 came here al 
the Constitution of my country, and after 
I again renewed that fidelity and plaa 
hand upon the book and swore again 
would support it; nnii now, sir, I sun n 
say that J hat instrument is tho be- 
ever devised for the government of max 
having been born in fid — liavii 

far enjoved prosperity under it, siwh as' 
Mot have erijuved under an 
earth — having thus far been proo 
rights, person and prop, i ilwt I 

ment; I love hi flag that has | 
mine. I look forward wii 
to the brilliaut prosper t s In 
ture, when I look to the uullowi 
Ions of the past; and t uow again 
my faith in the good of my country, and 
of mine, from this day on, 



FeiJ- 

U'cn made 

1'0 gUOrant ■:•• 1 "HI & 

lie trnnran- 
it Northern ti- ■ thing 

in tia done shall bo done upon 
trt to restore alictinini feeling nod 
back on co more those erring sisters, 
mines; irit" the i . 

li— looking at id 
I lb* I Ion, I trail nun 

I MUX) Irur. Do you want thtin back 
a? Yea, ear* every man. How are you 
igrt them? Br passing ordinances of 
n — liy pat«ing anything tluit locks to 
; port? Mr. I'ri-i- 
c i wo sides to this quration. I 
ii Stores Baal have 
v intert cation or the 

Wave law, and, tir, m remedy 
hare pssst'iJ b) the 
cm a law by which every risht or a 
lb shall do guaranteed to him, 
law that when a mob in 
undertook to interfere with 
i of it, a penalty would be imposed 
i>ul«l effectually prevent sack interfc- 

i It the gentleman from Pike will 
II make a motion to adjourn. 
-ok. I will give way. 
amon Ukd adjourned till '2 r. m. 

LAFTERHOOX SKSBIOV. 
swrtabicd at '4 o'clock. 
II.l gentleman i'roin Pike ha' the 

• 
EIbrobb£on. Mr. Preaident, ina-much 
ijon is not in preseul fall, and then I 
movement in the lobby as well ■ 
ioiu*. caused by persons corning in, I ; 
iat the I a recess nnril the 

a» somewhat subsided— may ilfteen uiin- 
d to. 
«. Mr. llii.\u8HA0M took the floor ! 
i as follows : 

At the time of the adjonrn- 

. lifter baviug addressed 

I- gal and Constitutional 

ot at » revolutionary right, 1 was proceed- 

pcak iu regard to what I thought was at 

om of i he dimculdca a 

I i may be misunderstood upon this 

1 desire to say that all that I have said in 

.-; been said in reference 

il righr, and claimed to be a peacca- 

the Federal ' 

1, and 




an be no misnnderstaj 

enre to tkrn. 

no, and If I 

tleinun upon the Boor of tin- < ionrcntion who up- 
ii it a* a peai c.tble and successful remedy 
Dl uiniiT on) 
form of covernmenr, I would 

'ill iu I'avnrol' it. I have under all cin um- 

ana patbftt hearing to every argo- 

ment addressed to me on stria subject; and 

i; 1 ..m not disposed to announce m>- >ii 

here, in the- language of some gentlemen, as a 

base snbmissioutst, 1 have talked so fid 

legal and constitutional righr. Nothing 

,-i ■ I ipofeaa of so fltr. Would it not bo 

the people of IQuoufl, as a matter of 

a this occasion, to adopt no line of 

policy, 10 make no declaration Irhaterff, that may 

be Had in rhe future as an estoppel aaainsl her 

lights. If it i« expected of me that In 

upon tills floor I shall enfon-e a doctrine that 

may in the future 1 in my faev when I 

am el.-iiiiiing aright at the hands of (he Federal 

Govenimenr.it will be « pa led la rata. 

If secession bo true, what objection hart yOS 
to tin- p .if the Hartford C 

No man who held a seat upon the tloor oi'that 
Convention is today willing io let his name be 
known before the American p 
M (rue, why were, not the people of those Statea 
exclusively engaged In commercial puraatia, 
whose property, whose wealth, 
depended not upon the estaMlahmeai W 
goes upon llnir commerce— bur d> i 
sively upon the open navigation of ihc -en-, and 
speedy termination of a war that was ruining 
their best interests — tell me, If this 
true, why they were not right, in consulting thdf 
i s and meeting together i loorol 

that Convention frith tM »i*w io separate them- 
selves from the Federal Government? 

I- it not worthy, then. I 
sO Bil ana (bat we adopt nothing as a principle, 
that may conflict with our intacgsti 
or that may bo used, even b) iTOgue, 

for the ultimate extermination of the liberties 
of this country. Sir, under the I 
whlat i- the chart of roy liberty and 
the power to declare war has beei 
to Congress; but if the doctrine 
as a peaceable remedy, be true, Oot 
may declare war, and In the midst of 
hostilities ■ 'ith the combined powers of Enrope, 
1 understand that any State in the American 
i.'iiinn, lo'ikum: Ibnrasd do Ha own 

[throw of the lata 
every other Stat* Of the t'nion, baa n ripht to 
us itself from the 1-ViJeral Uiuou, anil 



tough ' Song 

i -oniinuance, 
0» Up- payment of the debt that may be contracted 
• will not shuro with their sister 
in the payment of an honest obligation. 
Sir. ii "this da OB, one-half of the States 

Is the midst of 8 desolating 1 war with Europe 
may withdraw from the American ConiV 

• remaining State* to be subjugated 
by the hand of power. 1- l hi- so ? I 
necessary that we should look to such n result as 
possible, and perhaps probable, in the future? 

But n few days ago 1 sot bed an article In 
a London paper announcing to the American 
people that the treaty of I'ai is would not be re- 
spected ■coording to its obvious import taA 
moaning In regard to the bloekade of ports, be- 
cause of the fact that it would militate against 
the Intereal of limit Britain and France; and 
that, although Great Britain, with the Siate* 
Hi An . would be compelled to respect 

in the proper spirit trc:ities made, yet when our 
ament was shattered and torn to atoms, 
tinv were under no obligations to resj. 
al wording of a treaty to their own 
Injury, Ittnaj bewail for the members nj Un- 
it may be well for the people of 
i— to look to this thine and ndopt no 
prim Iple that In the future may boar 
our own ,i 

:reas possesses the power to Ictj impost 
duties; but, sir, If toil dght be a peaceable and 
constitudonul tight, any State of the I'niou may 
bonsult Its own whims, or its own cnpidiiy, i:i 
wjtlnii i the American Union— any 

may open its ports to the commerce of the 
world, and carry on a contraband trade against 
rests of the remaining States. If thi- di >r- 
truc, that yugitive Slave Law which ha* 
!>?• o passed for the prota doa M Bovihaa huh r- 
esu, may be set at defiance by any northern 
State, and the people of Missouri dare not, alter 
adopted secession as a remedy, complain 
against the contrary views of their Northern 
■■in. Then, is it not the highest duty of 
lii. people of this State tii look well to every de- 
claration of principle that they may lay down in 
this Convent 

But, n it us a Constitutional question, 

I tiro pose, sir, to examine it as a question of ex- 
v and propriety on tho part of the people 
of this State. What 5s the difficulty now 
fag? It is, ns I am told, the insecurity of slave 
property, is that true? Tbeu do you propose 
Is Mississippi river, tha' rolls by Tonicity, 

shall become the boundary line between Missouri 

and the Northern Confederacy, in order to pro- 

tve p-operty? Can (Mi be urged with any 

ison? I am told bj gentlemen, and 

ij them in high quarters, (even the Govern- 



and will 

the land, that which common 

mon destiny will not grant to the people 

State. 

How close are the ties that bin J 
America. There i* aromnn-: 
is a common and mutual 

g based upon commercial rolnl 
orbood betwi 
in exacting from Great Britain the rcogul 
us of every right, T«D me, then, wl 
the fugitive slant in Canada is now 

these gentlemen make treat" 
Britain '.' Why is it, with on 
gethor as they are. that Entrland, depen< 
she is, In the language Of our Southern 
who have seceded, upon King Oatton, h« 
yet granted, and never win grant, the r« 
of n fugitive slave? Standing upon 
trine of her statesmen and her i»*-ts, thai 
ever a man touches her consecrated a 
lea fall, and be stands forth redeemed, n 
ated and disenthralled, she t 
the world that that is her oni 
in regard to questions of this chara 
matter how long a man may have been a i 
no matter how intimate tho relations l> 
Great Brit Lin and the count r. 

is come, yet when ho touches her 
■ n inl soil, he becomes free as his master 
true that it would be better to separate fh» 
Northern friends, and erect a South 
racy, and look to the protection of ir 
Prance and Russia, for tl 
nied to ns in this happy Governmenl 
that true 7 If so, let me ask yon, oa 
to the probabilities, if you plea 
ties that will aeomplish the ends that too 
jo acomplish. Are these men 
ry— are they so much arrayed in feelli 
in principle aginist the 3ns 
the State of Missouri, that even OOVi 
indocement leading thereto, they will not 
to us that which belongs to ot 
so, when once yon have dissolved t 
between the North and tho South 
be dearer between independent nations lbs 
which bind together Englan d 
can you expect to secure by a treat- 
is now denied? Ieayno. Every gentlemn 
this floor will saytohimsell 
impossibility that such a treat 
Ag«in, is this the only que-i 
.nri-e between independent nations? Wl 
the very moment that the 
onco effected, all those rausei 
hereto fine .'ii ided and Ij 
ion b -'tween the udjaccnl 



parity 
Tlii- mag- 
lT*r i the lakes i >1 

r» passing between the 

I ami iptying itself 

Srwi oceau South of ns, that carries the 

i*« of the Union upon its bosom— the 

• rr thni floats the commerce of many of 

walthiot and most powcn'ul Sure-* 

two nmum of themselves arc sutHcient 

jf/u bo-tile collisions I indc- 

hai will end in the destruction 

Although tliis iep 

; peaceable, < .'in m > .1 -rant, if it Is to 

bat it may bo poiiceahle, and all that I 

•hall be devoted to th. a n»riy 

er for die first year or two, yet no man 

e bis eyes to the fact that war of the most 

•haracttr will soon spring up. and thai 

oot be terminated uutil every material 

ial interest of ibis country has been 

vaeath it* ravages. It is inevitable. Com- 

qmtotious, the malting of treaties, all of 

racts tlmt mutt necessarily exit between 

( between these, 

in, upon the interpretation of 

ty, to gn to war i -\, na- 

\j u> it not likely that the same slate of 

i.-ht on between the diSnrenl 

py country? 

lemen not interested in 

lea Of property to tell me, as they hare 

jf in more secure within 

ii of an int.. 

it not. I do not believe 

■ rty of this 

r would believe it; and though I must 

an argument of this forr. thoutrh 1 am 

»r to it. I never can give creden 

rani be convinced of the propriety 

II it hns been tried and demonstrated by 

be the true and correct doctrine 

mot property i- insecure in this 

to that, if you 

i wilting to admit, and I do admit, 

' dol admit, but I now take occasion 

r many years, in the Northern 

feeling has been growing it ; ■ 

Institutions of the South. 

baa been supported by 

i-nuiH dated heresies dangerous to 

Is of the South, nnd the Republican 

at get rid of that class of men. They 

I th*m forever and ever, 

a my honest judgment, if their views 

1 . we may not be asked to resort to 

tnedy, but may be 

■ more dan ; rous doc- 



1 am not afraid, .-Ir, | 
Hon tl.a;, if the doctrit 

n nro to be tliedo 
i .. , and the slave population of tlitt 
States fli'inld he tunied In. .ml en 

iictmcnts, I do not hesitate to say, nor I d«: 
suppose tin- people ol the State of >i 
would hesitate a moment to sur, that in that 
saw It v\..o:.i ii- lienor to ivsiii'i to the ■ 

tionary right — the last resort of injured man — 
and right themselves at the point ol the bayc 
net. 

But, unfortunately, Mr. President, we rind the 
extremes to meet. Garrison and Wendell Phil- 
lips are upon the same platform wiili Bnett and 
Yancey. They nil claim thut Mceasion is 
a right; while Garrison and Phillips. 
say they rejoice that secession ha- 
place because it is the death-knell of sla 

nutty. The only cifTercn e between them 
is, that Yancey and Rhett say they have resorted 
to R for the protection of slum* Th •• 
upon the means, though they ditl'-r as to the ie- 
sults to Bow from the doctriti- Repub- 

lican porty have announced in their platforms 
doetrine* that they must not nnd cannot Stand to. 
They must leave them. They hove upon many 
lou announced doctrines that, in the legis- 
lation of tho country, they do not nnu 
stau d to. 

Whilst I am upon this part of ray subject, pat- 
tail me to make one other mnidL We are here 
for the purpose of reconciling confiieiinv inter? 
esu. We are here for the purpose of tclliou, tho 
Truth. We are here for the porpOM of calling 
up the wrongs of nil sections of the ■ ■. 
and applying the remedy to redres-t them,, if wo 
eau. Are wc guilty of nowrons;? Hove 

wo, :■< s h.-ni men, done nothing that «m 

wrong, and do we come before tie A mericao peo- 
ple to say that all tho sectionalism Is in the 
North, and the South has never been guilty of 
any thing that conflicts with or militates against 
the general good of the country? 
I am aware. *ir, judging by whi 

don heretofore, that from the nftentnew thai i 

have made to-day, and will yet maki 

tbsmen will be pleased to call me a 1 II 

liean. Mr. Provident, 1 never yet bnvc east n 

rote Ibr a man claiming i; and 

unless their views upon this slavery question ?h ill 

he Changed) so that they are no 
part) of tho present day. I I 
to coat a vote for one. Rut, 

my rights In this country, and . 

;.• Union Ben, aS I eu my b rhal i will 

not abandon the I'uion h. io It. 

No, sir; that is not my policy, ami I 
'adopt it. 
At Co 
this morning] 



I . 

miouol 

all co into 

soil an I cllauUe invite It; that tin' Trritoriea 

Anicrimn Union oujfht to !"■ tOXOVa 

lement by nithcrn 

l might go there and slave pmii er- 

■ Itntl hi, un'il 

should agree to exilule ii, 

: it to be un pn pJitat >!•.• under surrounding 

Why, now, shall I abandon that 

doctrine? 1 1 are not the people of the State of I 

d indorsed it? Lin it ra iH nge a there 
that a utcui sectional pany in this count rv a II 
I the reins Of Government, and a* 
Bt to thai party another great sectional 
party must ba built up in the Southern States. 
One party claimed, wrongfully, as I think, that 
total Government ought to exclude slavery 
from the Ttrrltorii -. Another parry took the 
that .slavery must bi- protected by tlie 
<: nv,,rumcnt. Upon thai issue— a in 
nies — wo went be fore the 
i Of the State of Missouri, and the people 

1 oar coarse, and in the election of dele- 
Convcntion they have owe more in- 
I it. They have Indorsed the proposition 
tlint so Ions M the policy of the Gov.- 
should be iu accordance with the platform Own 
i, they are satisfied to remain in this Con- 
Bat another proposition suggests itself 10 me. 
I MU another party ha the State of Mi"«.ini. 

and I refer to IheM things 1n order to see how fur 
Out public mind has been driven from the i 

ij'IcJ four or five months ago. In view of 
the disruption of the Democratic party at ( 
ton and Baltimore, I understand that the Ameri- 
it was called, anticipated that some 
difficulty might arise in tl of the CiQvern- 

mtnt, thai some obstacle would be presented to 
ment of the laws, and they met to- 
el Baltimore, and deolded what? That 
. favor of the Union, the Constitution 
Bi ut of the laws, Wler 
that American party? Does it yet live? Thtit 
b mt an equal number of votes 
I louglas men in the State? 

rat true and firm to Che platform upon 
which they I'might the canvas* of last November? 
If so, I wish to know whether they can, upon this 
■ it out from the poalttra th--y as?nm- 
ed, and which was inculcated upon the honest 
yeomanry of tie' country? 1 apprehend D 
tionulUm lias taken possession of this country. 
That is the true theory of the anticipated dittl- 
dow I ■ - (■■ ire ua. It U not from wrongs that 
we are now Pitffering, ia it? Sorely not 
under ""'I ,,lc 

Amerlvnu parly of 'his country, bat a few yean 



misemi 

party, daring their cauvei 

rifcht and duly of the 
exclude slavery from the Territories. 8o< 
vr, however, they peat 

iaJ bills abjuring their own d 
.up to the doctrine lai 
Clay in 18;J0— the same doctrine that was 
I in the a* ansae- Want aslra measure 
ing the people in the Territories to actl 
difficult question for themselves. T 
day a single law upon the etatuta book* 
Federal Government den 
sen to enter into any territory belonging 
Union. Then there is not a real griovaut 
thai question, but the anti -jpated grievaa 
may hereafter come. 

Since the present Congress has met. awl 
since the secession or a portion of the Si 
if I am not meorrdMly informed □ 
t, o proposition has been ado) 
ern State*, by a majority of Republican n 
of both Houses of Cmwtqhs, by which an 
rnent is to be engrafted npon (he Federal 
rutton, to the effect thnt that initmiraei 

in' so amended as to permit U 
terfere with the Institution of slavery In a 
without the consent of e»cry State hi tht 
If thai be so, it ia now in our power at 
close this difficult qntttion for ever ar 
Then let our southern Hcten come back 
1 nion. New York, New Jersey, Pent* 
yea, Rhode Island, Ma » and 

and even Vermont, will rote for tlie pro] 
and let amity and that concord and that 

Ii irlon and harmony once mere 
government that has been unnecessarily d 
of late. 

Now, Mr. Pxcsid.-nt. a re^ai 

report and I am done. I am aware that 
all parties arc in this Convi 
our duty, Bit', to do someth 
apparent fears of the I far 

concerned, I have no (ear 
dotrm&d of the Abolition pari 
place upon the Karats booki uf this 
Never, sir, neverl If it be their design ' 
the white and black races of this < 
why, let mo ask, are they not plnccd 
equality in MaasachnsetU, Venn 
Hampshire, to-day ? Why is it. whore I 
the power, that they do not put t 
upon an equality with the w I 
know that it is not so. M .< 
give it merely as my im 
combination of col 

the extreme and radical 
lias upon the i 






sequences thnt it 

do. The object sad 

of power one pi 

>«« another. PuTtiee ere often tndi- 

powcr: but when they 

n merit, ihey will 

desires, and art not unlib 

i bo we* appealed to by his friends 

nor abandoned his views 

i when he said that [be 

should lie executed in the 

they ran re i it i'ii bu- 

I he answered that vblkt lie an- 

ipiuions, he was a member of 

utn tli" Hnffilo District, but be was 

as President of the United 
ram to support the Constitution and 
in pursuance thereof, and that 
Bnewerhclin 

ho extreme in their views i-i 
power, tat in the administra- 
te obey n written charter of 
have to routine tin ; Hn the 

i law, and when thnt is the case we 
i fears whatever. 
rodemen are often too prone to apply 
publicans ond secessionists. I have 
rune trora one end of the S 
I have bean! much said about that 
ian who talks about eornpro- 
denounced readily a? a Black 
'i I hear that term applied to 

are thus desirons of compromising our 
latediihcultir , it It but nn indication to 

iarty using the rerm lias secession 
its. You may rely upon it, bcraiise it ii 

1 fbr men who are in favor of compro- 

on a platfonn 

I, and 
. is in direct opposition to tin: pot- 

i'!""nr, I was a memborofthe Commit 
up i 1 I went upon tin; 

rnuned to do everything within 
% about a state of feeling in 
n, and before- the people of 
that would forever and ever 
stDfl upon this thing of seccs- 
rolntion for our i ■ Ua; and 

acesaarfly the case that some- 
o that report that has not my 
iperatiuii. I apprehend 
n men who composed thnt 
U uot a tingle member who 
to every line and every 
ature of the report. I have no 
i an I for a moment 
ili i lind two member* of the Conven- 
lo themselves, would 
l ihe report, 
land that we cumo 



Coring peae 

ble, arresting 

Eaevf. 

tably engulf U till in ruin mil ss it be speed- 

eked. Then, sir, X desired that thai 
should enunciate no doctrine in conflict with the 
Constitution of the century— that it shoos 
date no principle that may hereafter estop the 
people o ing their just rights 

in this i ; that nothing iniinii al to the 

L'tiiiin of th inmhi appear In if 

flnloosssfiodttsa such i- tin; ruse. I regret ex- 
ontiitliHflj llm if wen iltniiijhl gentle- 

man to undertake an amendment to it. I will 
state one circumstance in con i h tho 

aeiion of the Committee, in order to show lie; 
goal pi hi part of members of this 

Convention why wo should, if we can, rose fur 
the report a 3 it is. Th ■ I 
adopted ■ resolution which stood adopted 
satisfaction of every mcralwr of tue com 
for ;it leiw two day*, when it was di 
the peculiar wording of the resolution coi 
an impli'-aiion of the right of SQCMSjton. It was 
then thought proper to amend it, and it was 
amended. An amendment to the 
which are now before you may be offered, mid 
read by the Clerlt, and at first bloat every man 
mny think it is perfectly right, 
with his own views; but, sir, upon I 1 
tion, it may oven appear to the mind of th 
himself thnt it would be extremely <lun'_-> i 
adopt it. And bo in regard to this report; it 
seems to me that it is .so well worded an 
cuted in every respect M to admit of no iinvnd- 
inent without lessening its merits and injuri 
harmony. If we can adopt tho report M 
should be extremely glad. 

Sir, we owe a duly to ourselves and to tbfi 
country at large. I sec that Virginia has - 
the very proposition uttered by my friend from 
Clay, [Mr. Moss | and I regret cxcecdinidj 
so good a Union tnnn as ho is should 
thought fit to uflcran amendment which, ii m;. 
honest opinion, destroys the whole hamn 
beauty of that report, if it possesses any. t Ht- 
trvmcly regret that any apparent nltiv. 
should bo attempted to be laid down I'.v 

■i--Ie of Missouri on this oaGBfltlXL In. 
gret that the declaration should be made ' 
"luiri, tliut her fitte i» dc[K!udent upon tin- i 
fnrnmeiit of the laws of this country. Sir, whv 
tho nece-sity of such a declaration? vrfl 
that existing ditticulties should " id. Wo 

have said that Missouri is opposed to an al 
on the part of the Federal Government to ( 
tho seceding States into sub m ission. Ai 
let me say ono word farther. Hal II eror been 
■ 

o ■ mild h • i It ete 1 President 
States whocotddso 



the Constitution and 

OOth as to undertake the 

of the Southern States by military 
force 7 Will the nbstrnc: BBforea- 

meut of the lawa ever be carried by the 
dent of the United BMW nadar exiting drcm- 

to the extent of military .subjugation? 

then you might as well declare that 

this Government h at an sad. Will yon tell 

ether, in your opinion. Mr. Lincoln will 

town Don Quixotics Into the Southern 

try power at their comirifcrHl and sabyagate 

ilniu or redress wrongs anwngft them 
fninly not. My understanding 1* thut before yon 
■ law you must have an adjudication 
. that the process must bo pal in the hnnds 
marshal or other officer charged with 
ing It. Then, n" violence lie interposed, 
is I he right and duty ■ if the Fodernl 
■ oi'ilicrdiiri- un- 
enforced. But ie there any gentleman now afraid 
thing of that sort in the aeeediDgBtal 

apprehend not. I understand there is no Fe lenil 
'here. I understand there are no Federal 
Oulcera to execute the law; and he who dreams 
this government was made or intended fu 
ile any ouc of the States, dreams certainly 
the spirit, against the intent, and against 
ih- whole scope of our institutions. Bat some 
gentlemen may say, it requires no iidjwli eatffln 
i lie revenue lows, and il will be Mr. 
a 4 duty to send amongst the South- 
ern people Collectors of ports, in order to 
Che revenue. One word in regard to 
mat, I- there now a law of Congress, (I confess 
I uni nut familiar with the laws of Congees'; .-mi! 
Clently to speak with certainty upon this subject, 
but I appeal to gentlemen in this Convention, 
fluty it baa been to examine them,) under 
Which Abraham Lincoln can even cotlecl the rev- 
en nee at the Southern potts? As I understand It, 
noes milt be collected within the ports at 
itom house; and if that be true, the Feder- 
al officers having resigned, tna Federal E.v 
has no morep :wcr1o use force than either youorT. 
Then why this extreme desire to express upon the 
part of Missouri n design that under no circnm- 

• will sin- lend means or motley to I 
forcemrnt Of the laws by the Federal l.lovern- 
1 desire to give no encouragement to the 
Northern fanatics in the commission of wrongs 
ii pun the people of this State, I dc-ire to give no 
r.hiiiit to those men in the south who 
have seen fit either to nullify or set at defiance 
the laws of Congress— who, in my honest judg- 
ment have violated the great principle of constitu- 
tional law, and who, if they persist in their 
, must I'uing ruin upon us. 

Ire thai our differences shall be compro- 

tmd although there are gentlemen uj 



inn men. ina 
red Go go into the territories north i 
3A:30, it will yet not go there, being previ 
myjudgm>'i, c, soil and pi 

it is permitted South of that line, and tl 
eral Government be pledged t<> ptol 
men in this Convention will not sorely 
I -nee to their feelings or tl 
ments in assenting m n, and 

thenaeJrei on the same ba*isof cot: 

lcr States. If the interests of th< 
South of that Uoe demuud it. let it go. i 

ary that those States should rcj 
the Union. It Is for the pe 

quiet, anil welfare of the people of i ' 
tiou, for all future time, flint thi- unnatu 
oluiiou should lie arrested, and lira 
the people in the North and In the S< 
free themselves from the influence of dama 
and to shake oil' the shacklea that ba< 
placed upon them, mid rise above ■ 
ly and party feeling, and ngain a-ljii-r bI 

u our forefathers adjn?' 
niation of the Constitution. 'I 
iler that instrument to i 
you yet surislied of the inci 
govern himself? Are yon ye: 
idea laid down by an Ututrion 
all a delusion and a cheat? I trust, Mr. 
dent, the members of this Convention i 

■■! to abandon that great bulwark 
man liberty— the right, the p 
of the people for self-government. If tl 
any grievances in the South, tb««j v 
died by the patriotic legions of :! 
there be any grievances in the North. 
guarantee that the path of flu 

will come to their rescue and coaVass 
let us talk as patriots, and not ns pa 

Sir, there are periods in the 
nation when every man should be willing 
the partisan In the patriot. I know thai 
been a partisan, perhaps of th< 
but, sir, I now come before th" 
a happy people — I come befbre the freoi 
Missouri, who owe till that wo aro wortl 
eanh to that Union that our fathers n 
came before them and say that, 
ing, I care not ivhtit may have 
dents of any man, J nm willing M 
the weapons of party strife, itnd d 
can to preserve this Union. 
interested in slave property in M 
interested in land property ami oil 
property. ami let mc say to yon that, in all 
as a man, I this day would inoft freely a 
I'niL'li lay upon tl 
dollar that I nm po 
order to be satisfied that ray conn 



it 01 
i (ho ipl 

11 honored prolcc- 
Imcrlc&n citizen In 
mI bii-1 "n «reiy sea — would gladly lay 
M I have, and start anew in the world, 
wrva the Union and pcrpetu- 
bopes of in 

...111* on the adop- 
amendment of the gentleman from 

x. Mr. President, I riao to a> 
d question. My attcmioH has been ■- !»!!■ «1 

ti appeared In the Sunday 
nil! IX J 

The Convention's 
ting appears to faavv warned 
Hmh offlee ii the only printing es- 
■>uu, for w« do not bear I list it 
. ;licr oflicts. or even applied to 
- done. Tlie 
Geo- Knapp &. < u ."<• piopoal- 
rtedlt to tiic Convention, ai 

la Co. ought by right to have 
1 Riving ntliera even a ohancO for It. 

•oxer difficulty to-day in procuring a copy 
Ural lira on Federal Relation*, because it had 
rrteit off to tljo Jteuutoiean office to be offl- 

Tlirougli the courtesy of lb' 

me managed to be able to lay it 

.—i Evening News. 
on to add to the above by Myitis 
"I t!i'' 1 (invention, Hon. Sterlisq 
Hon. J<inir HxnnBason on the 
Mr. Lowe, the 8ec- 
' unventjon, informed Kira thai Mr. 
Id cot di'.-ire the position ; yet. at the 
», Mr. HcMiEJcMiir assuree us thut lie felt 
piled at the slight, lie not having autl' 
italrmr.it Wc learn Unit the committee 
nleJ decided that the printing; »tiou!d be 
"*fitaa. before they bail a tueaiJi g- 
, 'hat any allusion what* 
•doted 10 produce tin- impression, 
ton the Honorable President ol tl • 
y the Secretary, that any action on their 
any manner whatever, at any time 1 

• I will 

ion spoken of iu the article was 

i'r, Linton, ond drawn in mm 

;lng- Your Honor had placed me on two 

es, i.inl I really did not dot ire 

U may be that the gentleman who 

this a: om the convereo- 

I did feel so "nettled." 

ate that Clio i|Ue*tiun was asked, if it was 

:iry that Hie President should ap- 

nmn than the mora of the 

a as Chairman. I answered distinctly 

..■el ho did it with a duo 

thut be had 
ct that the 




Secretary wu. 

Dr. LlntOD W*i not in ln-> NS»t, . 

edmeto present the reaolntlan. The Secretary 

■ n the world to I 
that I did not desire to be on the comn 

Wnl. :li is explanation I will dismiss 

Mr, Kitciiky ofTere-l tho following amendment 
to the amendment: Amend by sinking out the 
word ''fate" und substitute "prospoiity " tl.' re- 
for. 

I For ihe better understanding of the amend-' 
in.' 1 it, we reproduce the original amendment in- 
troduced by Mr. Moss ; I 

Amend the fifth resolution by adding, 
further believing that the fate of Missouri de- 
pends upon the peaceable- adjustment ol DOS 
pretest difficulties, she will never rtmntiwiannt ml 
aid a seceding State in making war on the 1... 11- 
cral Government, nor will she furnish men and 
money for tho purpose of aiding tho General 
Government in any attempt to coerce a seceding 
State." 

The amendment 10 the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Kitciiet further proposed to amend bj 
ad.lintr. alter the word "never," "while she stays 
in the Union." 

Mr. RiTt iibt. Inregard to this word "never," 
that is used in the amendment, it strikes me that 
it condones a long lime. 1 do not know that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Clay « ill be 
adopted by this Convention, but if It sh. 
it strikes ma that Missouri ties herself up fru 
good w bile. I, sir, have no idea that we will ever 
have to secede. I hope we never will; but then 
is a point where forbearance ceases to be a vir- 
HW WO may reaeh thut point some time; our 
forefather, did; and if Utah a dm BmsMHM 
should *Vfr come about, I feel, sir, that i: is tie' 
duty of Mi"-.mri to pUe III I I XHUtttJaa 

..will not be tied up ithva; 
before, I do not knew that tho amendment of the 
gentleman from Clay will be adopted, but 11 U 
should be adopted, I prefer mine to go with it. 

The question being put on tho amend 1.. 
the amendment, it wus lost. 

Mr. Duuci.ass offered the- following sul 
for the aim nilmenl : 

AadcnterUinlng thefc views, w hereby declare 
that Missouri will 1 
ing Stato in making WBl 
ment; nor will she coiini 
al Government in any attempt to coerce ti 
ding Siatce by military force. 

Mr, Do to labs— I call for the ayes and nay* 
on this substitute. 

Mr. Birch— May I be informed of the 1 
the adoption of tho substitute? 

The Chaii:— It will then take tbe place only of 
the amendment. 

The substitute of Mr. Douolas:* was then re- 
jected, by the following vote 1 




1 hcnnnlt, I 1 

•u>Jt, Mar!'. 
No. II, tttOtoa, Phi I Shuck- 

at Howard, Rhacklcford, of St. l.onis 
Waiki 

iinlcit, Bass, Bast, Bogy, 
. Broadbead, Brides, Brown, Bub, 

<'omingo, Crawford. I 

. Gravelly, H,l1I, of 

i, Hendricks, Hill, 

!c riolffleg, ll. .it. Ho*, Unwell, Hud- 

bell, Jackson, .Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, 

I. ;■■ .-. Linton, Long, Murvin, Matron, Manpin- 

di k, McDowell, Hi Perran, 

•roy, Rtnkin, 

v, Rowland, 8 

i, of Lino, Smith, of St. Louis, Stewart, 
Tm.l.ilt, Turner, Waller, U'uod-un, Woolfblk, 
it, Vmnlm.-k rraun— <58. 

Absbht— Collter, Hull, «.r Randolph, Pipkin, 

Welch, Wilton. 
Mr Howell offered the IbUi :i Intent 

amendment pemi 

. Miit the word "fine" and in-cn :lie wonl 
are" In the place thereof: also, strike out 

bbw" ud ldmn the word "not" 

Tor, 

Mr. HoTvr.i.i. made a few remark* in support 

mend men t, laying he tl Mfa- 

1 1 1) aid not be tied iu regard to Iter action in 

Hi'- inture. 

Mr. Stewart dc< hired himself in favor of the 
U it came from the Committee on I 
B <UB. He took stronggrounds against scecs- 

siuu, and denounced It as a politleal heresy. Tho 
proper way tot Missouri to redress her grievan- 
ces, was to ftay in the Union. While ho eonld not 
knowledge the abstract right of a Govern- 
ment to resort tocoorcion in •Mii'on-ing its laws, 
atill he regarded It* exercise SS inexpedient and 
live of Bftil u.ir, should the Federal Gov- 
eminent attempt to coerce the seceding 

II bo suicidal for Missouri to secede. 

A nan might have the moral power and tho phy- 

pica! power to take his life, yet he would 

cuinmit the act provided no good would tome 

from It, He held that Missouri could have Iter 

in the Union than out of 

ion, and concluded by paying an cloqnent 

iu the stars and stripes. 

ing the consideration of Mr. Howell's 

incur, a motion was miulo to adjourn, 
which was in, 
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8». U.i li, SUf-li 13:h| 

In the i Implain. 
Journal read and ttpproTod. 
Mr. i Mi. President — 

Mr. Howell. Will tl 
for a moment and allow me to make a | 

Mr. Hudcins. I will do so. 

Mr. flOWIU. 1 wUb to remark that 
not well comprehended by the reporter l* 
inz, in Eh* explanation I gave of tic? ■")» 
I offered to the am i 

Clay. I desire to remark here, that 1 am I 
to the secession of Missouri. I an 
any revolutionary action of Missouri un 
existing circumstances or u 
ccs that we may reaaoanlily 
the future. While I occupy this p 
and was elected by my people B] 
tion, I protest ag.iin<t com mil tin •: 
all time to come, to pa- 
ami every circumstance that may tran*] 
am willing to vote that Missouri i 
to furnishing men and mom 
circumstances, or n 
hopewemay reasonably antieipati 
8ecedin? States in any I rTorts 

tho General Government I 
posed to any action by the Genera] Govcc 
with reference to coercing by military ft 
otherwise, the Seceded Slates, or an ] 
into obedi'mco to that Gove mm. 
claro that we art opposed for all 
to come, to Mi-aonri taking any act. 
or all circumstances, in oppodtiou I 
Government, I desire to bo as limitless 
iterance to coercion against the Siatci « 
now acting as they ntaycon>i. 
their rights. I r this Govvernment can ' 
served it will have to be by CO 
additional guarantees to tho 1 1 

hoi iftfljgSsatea. 

Mr. Moss. With tho permission 
from Andrew, (Mr. Iludgins,) I rfs( 

posoof accepting the amend i" 
gentleman from Monroe. In 
disposed to be arbitrary in e matter 
to my friends who adv.. 
ment, and I am not to ] 

the debate Of this ConYenthm 
to a mere piny upon words. Th 
■ substitute "uoi" lb 
"never," and "welfare" for 
not think th.it materially changes my 
ment, while I think my position in offer 
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n] "fan 1 " in 
for the pur- 

ihor nfying 

< ndment of- 
the gentleman rrom Monroe. 
Vr. President and - 
niton I hi ■- <* ill be die 

rto hear me 
calmly and dispassionately, and lo 
do the pg r following the 

of ihoso who h«' i mi- 

to debute to 
lent ■ ijiicsiion submitted in 

-lutions o( tlic Coiniuiitco oa Federal 

, and b( fi-r, 

anted, say « hut [ hsi a tosay 

nine, while I am up, if I may bo Indulged 

jo. Hui little, if anything bos been said 

1 bail from that portion of 

ihmX is surrounded almost by free States— 

i< e, unci Iowa 

lies, Yon might • m my 

, that I would be- better prepared to go 

. even in pursuit of Sir ,'ohn Frank- 

ng the icebcrjiB of the cold regions, than 

ntlemcn -who have preceded mo. 

uesuon, gentlemen of the Convention., 

hare under ion, is a very im- 

•il. Ii that has b. 

i that have addressed us upon 

We cannot estimate too highly the 

Aiueri-an Union. MtWrTMlri has a 

licani, and she will Ik- fell in the sct- 

ni'peaJa will 

iarvgaidcl by tlic North or by the i 

sot— ** instructed by tin- resolutions that 

re u* this morning from the Committee 

ral Relations — wo ore not ready now to 

oBRHdoB with the Gcuerol Govern- 

tUsaouri, of all the States in this Union, 

(R*lc .11 1 v of the 

w United Slates. 

■joition it such that we should use more 

ad more exertion* and bo more eonserra- 

comprumUiug than any other State; and 

■ i niumon phrase, we should hasten 

i -o much importance, 

Itha Southern Republic, 

ion and we become a 

Ibatoni (ho extreme end of that Itepub- 

our position will be unfavorable, as we 

the report he fore na. If we 

ourselves- 1 

■ rniiient should be dei ; 
;mld take our position with the Ji'orlh- 

fe should then be a border State in 
r, an I we would necessarily have, i' 

iild wiilidr.i ■ 

. U ■ 

on would ii 






undergo a change,, and a very 
Of course, then, everything is to be gall 
compromising. Our inb '>le, to 

stand n* other gentlemen have 
cd to say, between the. North and the smth. 
Our position is to be a conservative pa 

i! take a position for i , m» h 

as will leave the and honor of our 

people untarnished and uneom promised, and 
thereby reinstate the old Union and B&l 
dUDcallJa*, to that the Stars nnd Stripes 
country may once more wave ovr a. united and 
happy people— North, South, East and West. 
We can do more. In my judgment, to accomplitb 
this, and we can take less in the compromise, 
than any other State. The very thought of dis- 
solving the Union, the very thought of our not 
being Ant' 'rii-iii i citizens— -that the (lag that has 

"vcr all the seas in the i i- i'ir I wurld, is 
to be taken down, and this country, with all its 
privilege*, all its advantages, civil andrell 

lotted out— it would be liko the snn dying 
in the heavens sjnd the stars falling from their 
But we have been told by one of ihu 
gentlemen wfco addressed us on yesterds 
ssillllnniM from Pike, (Mr. Henderson,) that there 
was no danger, that the probability of a di 
tion of thu Union was not true, that our i 
Hon >vcrn not imperilled ok the present lime to 
any great extent. Would to God that I coflM 
indorse that sentiment. I would be grat, 
da? ii I could feel that it was true— it' I eonld fad 
tli;it in the future toil and laboi 
accomplish that result. This Government, with 
its Constitution, with its pririlegi i, i 
us tn eonlem plate surrendering. I; 
laid by our Revolutionary rfrftS, ba] 
tears and prayers, and cement'. I in their blood. 
May lieu von forbid we lafRBDUei it 

or give k up. The veil is from i 
those who fought for our Ii 
bled nnd obtained those privi: up and 

speak to us as American citizens, h- 
noblo uni •ct.try, and are saying: Save lb-' coun- 
try: dash not that cup of so many millions of 
Me '-.-ings, in a moment of passion and 
iii-r.t, |Vom your lips. 

I am not surprised, Mr. President nn<L 
men of the Convention, at tiro vast concourse of 
ut nnd respectable citizens, mule and fe- 
male, that crowd from day to day this hall. We 
never can consent— the American people never 
will willingly consent— to give up nil the eprivl- 

leges; an I w-hil 

we feel there is danger, while anxiety bangs npon 
i and while every spark of in- 
telligence is looked forward to with tli" ; 
interest, and while this is the comllil 
it is not surprising thai sou 

be said. Tin • i the 8tate,wh< 



.in. i', 1 1 a 
fiction ih:it will 
farther destruction of the Government und brine 

if potaibte, those 
drawn. T i.'iivv not th;tt coll heart that li c«pn- 
l..oklng back tothepast, and of oh 

I h the American citizens have 
. whb indifference. I envy not ill at heart 
that could look to a detracted country, as this 
and has been fur months, without feelings 
of emotion and feelings of dread. If the hand 
is not stayed — If passion) if rea- 

resumo its throne, we may read our 
history and our lute in the history of the past.— 
We have but only to look at the ancient 
government-, und see what has beCSl th-ir 
flite. We hnvo only to look to Rome, who 
once gave the law* and controlled the civilized 
world. She ii in ruinn now. We have only to 
look to that nation that received their laws from 
rn-i/1:". and Which have, been trodden down 
iur two thonaaad years — who were driven from 
the temple and scattered to the four quarters of 
the earth, and are now a by wonl among nil 
nations of the earth. If we destroy this Govern- 
if our Constitution is destroyed and on r 
iUi? ia nbnii'ion'.-dj V th'.-si; Simes nr-' t» he- divi- 
ded and subdivided and thi* Union Is to l>r> dis- 
solved, we need not expect a better rate khan 
the Ji 

i . gentlemen of the Convention, ns I am 

lysetf, this question would not press 

mo so hard; I would not feci its power, I would 

'.. trader Its weight. I have enjoy: d Q]q 

ngs of the best Government ami the purest 

that has over been enjoyed by men. I have had 

it- rich blessings for fifty years; J have enjoyed 

tlu-m long enough to have them tnkon from me; 

and were I consigned to a prison I ought not to 

complain. Tnirry yean ngo,as a youth, I passed 

through vniir city, seeking a homo in the distant 

West. I have toil Bd, M members of this Con- 

vriiiioii Unow, from that limo iiniil ihc present. 

< lovernmcnt, mid nil my labors are 

(•one, nnd I nm as poor ns I wns when I passed 

h this city, thirty years ago. But this I 

II these shall be .swept from me, nnd I 

on the remainder of m 

It is not the worst side of the picture. I feel for 

the rising gene r ati o n ; my sympathies are for my 

home and family; and my desire is to leave to 

tberu i he privilege* I had when a child— to 

to them a country with all its privileges — 

leave to them a government that SAB prouv t 

them. To be unable to do this would be pain- 

fill indeed. Hence I oome here with feelings, 

Convention, strong for the 

preservation of this Union. S" lax as my State Is 

■ the mterestofmy children |s 

I led.nndso far as the desire I have thai fh 

ball enjoy the piivilcg - I !,..,• 



• 

and I desire that while lime r> ! 

untry shall 
eminent more prosperous. 
sires are concerned, th - 
I apprehend they burn in Is 
member of this Convention, 
vidual of this lartrc assemble. 
I do not believe it is necessa: 
to have men again renew tin 
tacbments to a country like ours. I eannc 
ize how on Aincrieun ell 
honor and integrity. I n nealii 

cold and cdtTUfii us to desire the dcstrael 
our Government. I envy no man 
and I presume none have thai (feding thai 
desire this Government di 
tee have traced the causes that have led l 
preaeni position ; they have told ns that a 
lias grown np in the Northern Stat'. 
have been engaged for years in oper i 
the South ; that they pointed out the in cam 
have been using for tv. r f ud4 

yean, in endeavoring to overthrow the 1 
tionsofthe slaveholding Stares, and in tt 
punge of the I 'resident of the United Stain 
the irrepressible conflict had commenced 
this Government could not exist part slai 
part free ; that it must all be one or ■ 
other, and that slavery mu 
the Slates where it exists anil the 
mind, the Northern mind, must he si 
that it Is in a condition for mid I 
This sentiment is the aumming up* 
is the text that hiu become the fund) 
trine of that party that has grown tip in f 
tion to slavery. They pretend that thd 
sciences, under the delation of religious opl 
and the prostitution of the sacred desk and 
common schools, and of 

nisled nnd misdirected by di 
vidual- until they now pretend that lh* 
sciences render »r necessary thai 
tern-re with slavery in tin- State*, 
remember that the Constitution of 
States authorizes it; they seen, 
laws of this State, for which tin 
• il'!<-, nnd they seem to fen 
of inspiration which sanctions It. 
well deny that the Bible canctli 
husbnud ami wife, pnri-nt and el 
of master and servant Their ■ onsolen* 
mi -guided and misdirected 
I had the command ol 
lies I would send missions ri, -, in- 
to the Northern Stan 

ministers and those 
parted from the correct ml 
own institutions, attend t<> their ov 

: to their n 

let the institui 
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nsiK. >■ that 

ia not 
■ i-m ou the sub- 
not responsible for the 
ion of seven States, and 
x< ii< nient in other 
n. She la not respousl- 
h* fnstitDtioii t>r slavery. Rcr action in 
rw lunl hi r reafter may make 

mxciblc. Th« stand tbkt the take* in lliis 
ion and the rour*c she now pursues is 
nuortancc, and Lor action, as I remarked 
icfTI be looked to with g7 Wt 

jot forget, while we consider this BUl 
en i he com pu-t «u entered into under 
ictitution. that there were twelve ilave 
B State ihat ratified the Constitu- 
the I i •. These twelve Slates 

pact and framed the Constitu- 
the South stud the slave* oldin g States, 
i <ts who fought for our 
There were many of them, who en- 
» making this Constitution and eatabli-h- 
Try in these States, fresh from the battle - 
bore they had aided in burying patriots 
ght and fed! on American soil, 
hare left this Constitution, gentlemen of 
Ration, and now Northern fanaticism baa 
nd the (juration has presented itself to the 
States of the Union, are we willing 
it? are we rifling Hurt those sires of ours, 
(heir sacrifice and toil — am wo willing 
ball lie said that this Constitution that has 
ruled down to us by our aires, that this 
■ "a covenant with death and a 
II," because slavery waa sanctioned? 
rilling to ban- this reproach heaped upon 
» we willing that .'lave holders shall be 
inh names of villain, wretch, &c., and 
a all tins? La it not right that we should 
ttirc to maintain the honor of a aovereign 
•;i i m J laws ? Is American 
hart of this? Is it not our duty, gentle- 
the Convention, to have a reverence and 
lb* those institutions that were banded 
ns from those pore patriot.', and stales- 
Ore lOxe of country was not doubted and 
tot be questioned? Have the sons 
noble ancestry and of those noble 
re they degenerated so that they arc willing 
oe aubi . so that Northern fan- 

Eholl rale, govern and control our insti- 
I km my country, I love its honor, 
itkm and laws, and I love its InstitntlonB ; 
h all these 1 cannot sa< rifieo its honor, 
raid not make myself a Bubmissionist for 
[| would be unmaking me, and I 
ieto to be re-created with less reelings of 
ent than even the vilest creature. Even 
vis upon the earth when you 
: resent the action. In 



tl at I have no sympathy with the 
blind real and fanaticism of the North, and I 
hold th-y have no right t» lay any thin. 
the institutions of other State*. They an no 
more responsible, as the report says, for slavery 
in the slave States than they are for Its cii-P DM 
in other countries ; they have enough to do to at- 
nttend to slavery at borne. I rejoice that the 
slave States have never been charged with med- 
dling with the institutions of the iiou'shiveholding 
States. While this report states that the slave 
States have passed laws that have been uncon- 
stitutional, I thank God, I remember thatihc-r 
Iflws bar. a i Nn against our Northern breth- 
ren ; they have not been calculated to 
them of their rights of property or honor. 
ave affected our own citizens, and they 
have been errors of legislation without intention 
of wrong or our design to injure any one. The 
laws of which we complain are the laws which 
have been passed against the Federal Govern- 
ment, against the rights of the Southern States, 
against the rights of the slaveholders, and we have 
the right to complain of these laws. It is making 
a wrong impression to say that all the States 
have passed unconstitutional laws. After this 
e<. n i pact had been entered into, and when it was 
entered into by these thirteen States, it was navel 
thought for a moment that the Constitution was 
to protect a majority against the minority. Mas- 
sachusetts would never have gone into Cha 
compact if an intimation had. been made 
the twelve States would seek to force slavery 
upon them and change their Constitution. 
The slave States have been content that the in- 
stitutions of the free States should remain ih.iuo 
let tc<l, and they have not sought to change them 
or matte any inroads upon their Constitution <>t 
laws. We find, gentlemen of the Convention, 
that seven States— some say they have seceded, 
others call it isJbtUca, others disunion, others 
that they have withdrawn — while the President 
of On United States, denies that they have, or 
that they are out of the Union — I care not what 
you call it — it matters not so far as the interest of 
Missouri is concerned whether it ia disunion, 
whether it is rebellion, yet they have repealed the 
revolution that ratified tho Constitution of the 
United States, and as far as legislation is con- 
cerned, as far as tho acts of their people can go 
upon a question of this sort, they have said we 
withdraw ourselves from all privileges under the 
' nion of the United States. I do not be- 
lieve thai tho Constitution of the Uidted States 
authorizes a State to secede, to rebel or withdraw 
I do not fay that secession is constitutional. I 
do not believe it, as a lawyer, that any provision is 
mode In the Constitution for a State to secede, or 
withdraw, or dissolve its connection with the 
General Government. 






me will contend that this ri^ht I* guaran- 
mlon of ibe Unit 

I men of Uic OonVl iilion, Unit 
rar «'i (Ml Government is in the people; 
that the people have transferred or delegated to 
i hum ■ certain portion of that power in the State 
Legislature, in making sovereign States. They 
act as their agent*. I understand these KP 

hare Qmnaftrrad certain powers to the 
General Government. I understand that whut- 
i'd iu the Constitution, what- 
ever |>ower is not given, remains among the poo- 
pit 1 as their reserved rights. In order to Ml Mali 
what power the sovereign people have dele- 
gated, we will examine and see what rights thoy 
have conferred upon partita authorized to Oct in 
general convention, and whatever in not express- 
ed there and implied In tnat instrument, of right 
r i the people themselves. Then is ft 
le retained by the people — there is a prin- 
thai is retained by all nations — there is a 
right which they have, as was declared by our 
latliiis in the Derlaratloa of Independence, 
that whenever a government becomes oppres- 
sive they may throw it off by revolution. 
They may *ay we have delegated these powers. 
We supposed it was for our good and common 
Interest Mben we went into this compact, but we 
have found out it Is oppressive and not to bo 
borne; and in the language then used by thoso 
;ned the declaration of independence, wo 
have the right to throw it off. It is not a ripht 
gndflr tbft Constitution, but it is a ritlit with us 
retained by the people themselves. It is not del- 
egated, and it was never intended to confer their 
rights as a sovereign people; it was never in- 
tended to give up all of their authority, and 
make a Government that they never could get rid 
of. I take the position, then, that the Constitu- 
tion of the United States gives no right to any 
Southern State to withdraw, or to secede, or to 
have tho right or rebellion. But there is a moral 
que.-tion in this: Has a State the right, or have 
seven States, or, as we see before us now, have 
they the right, or had they the right, morally, 
to throw off this Government, to relin- 
quish all its honors or privileges, and aban- 
don tln'in all ? I am not willing, gentlemen of the 
Convention, to deal in epithets such as traitor or 
villain in repaid to ibe Southern people. I con 
look, back, nnd in the language of on individual 
leaving his country, I can say to the Southern 
people— I can say, with all your faults I love you 
still, I desire, gentlemen of the Convention, to 
sea these States reunited, if possible, bnt I know 
the Southern people, and while you tell mo and 
this Convention that it will not do to threaten the 
North, I tell yon it will not do (o threaten the 
South, cither. If they are ever to come under the 
Hag of our court try again, it is not by force, threats 
or abuse— not by the epithet of traitor, tory or 



villain. I take i> Ihoi wl 

that has been ele 
have debated this question at home — » 
debated it in their country school ho 
court bouses, and all through ih< 
when they have debated this qO 
ilies, and in every relation that they *0 
word each other — and when we msf 
fresh from that people — should nol 
reapc ,iu Carolina, - 

other States in the Union? I should hi 
mortified If the name of traitor 
used to those who take a part in this Cox 
and those who believe certain things st 
done, and certain things maintained, 
ask from other State* I am wiilin. 
to others myself. I know tho feel r: 
pie of the Southern State*. I know h 
view (lie election of n Boctional Preside 
maintains that slavery mu«t be put in a I 
ultimate extinction. I know they tool 
great deal of apprehension and tear. I b 
their courage nnd fidelity to their eounorj 
they called their statesmen together Ihej 
this question well and freely, and went 
debates nnd consultation in regard to t 
question of severing themselves from the 
and when they gravely decided to do tkl 
concede to this people that they have d< 
they think Is for their faitere r— for tks in 
the old, the middle aged, the rising get 
and the generation to come — 1 do not be 
leadiDgmen there are traitors — not at all; 
they act from principle, and altnougn th 
have been misguided I believe thoj act 
principle that animated their bosoms 
er wrong it might be, for tin I 
children's children. I am willing to 
give their reasons ; I am willing to lie 
reasons. They say to the Northern po 
oar reason for thus aetJ rowini 

Government, is, that you have lnereai 
numbers until you have elected a set ties 
dent, and one that has declared < 
will overthrow our institutions and rub) 
wells will be poisoned and tho live 
us will be imperilled, and our dwel 
destroyed by incendiaries urged on b; 
ern fanatics, and sent Into 
tho works of death and de8trn> 
hands. They say to ike Northern peon! 
our fathers went Into this compact w 
when they signed this a 
the Constitution, slavery was then in e 
Constitutions, nnd you knew it wl 
into a compact with us ; you covenanted 
and we with you, and we held the i 
States and citizens of States, and that th< 
be preserved. You went into a i 
ub thui wh en over slaves escaped, you wot 
them. Tb' 






and arc yet 

!., y hi I 

litllthm 

they rnn'l« ami that we are bound to : 

it , yon catered Into this compact n* 

.••ril laws in 

legislatures making it dffBenll for a* to 

impris- 
aud while •• 
and the country, yet wo love our 
lions, :;: 1 there is no ]>• 

ted, we hire tuken this step, 

thrown off the Government, and will 

let u» go in peace. We Stent no 

BT* want our institution *, ami 

will giro np tho Government with 

- a last resurt, we will attempt 

' ill yoo |» nnit us to do it? 

it mc to read un extract from an address 

by John Quitny Adams, before the X. 

icaJ Soviet y, in 1839, at tlie jubilee of 

Hi- language is I 

atlous acknowledge no judge between tlietn on 

«nil tlicir gnvernments, from necessity, most, 

'■"Un! with each til her. decide wln'iuhf 

te oi party to a contract to pi ■< li its ubiiua- 

ntxvltca the other from the reciprocal fulilll- 

•\ a. But this luet of earthly powers is 

Btaaatry to the freedom or independence of 

eountcled together by tbe immediate action 

. of whom they consist. To the people 

reserved, as well the dissolving aa the 

ut power, and Hint power can be exercised 

fkaa «mlv imiier Hie lie of conscience, binding 

■ ■ 1 1 lubutive justice of heaven. 

•aJ aovcrelgn and Independent State* may 

[■Mac themeclvr* by a perpetual confederacy, without 

; analog to be, each IndJvfdqaJJy.o perfect State. They 

|«UI together eonstitate a Federal Republic, their 

itluna will rot impair tau sovereignty of 

•Kb member, though tliey may, in certain respects, 

pal Iosdc Mslmint* mi the exercise of it, in virtue of 

■ -y engagements. A person does not cease to 

dent when lie is obliged to fuiiiii 

a*gagrtBriiU which be hu* voluntarily contracted.''— 

JTanci ■» L>w of >atlonr, book 1, cusp. 1. 

Alao tLu fallowing from a speech by Webster: 

**Ido not hesitate to ^ay nnd repeat that If the 

KorUWrn Slates refuse willfully and deliberately to 

:t that part of tbe Constitution which 

MfKCt* the restoration of fugitive slaves, the South 

weald no longer be bound to observe the compact. 

A barf one tide i* broken on all aides.'' 

Gentlemen of tl m, I give you thctr 

reasons Winn they ore brought back — and 

permit me to say that I do not stand hero as 

: iot thorn, bnt I am willing thi 

•on* should be given— they ore our brethren, 

In; bnt when they 

■le bf to be on fair nnd honor- 

rma. And Missouri, if she expects to 

i States in this runner— mid 



"lie of htt On 
them, iha will hare to ret i 

many 
.id*, because they understand il 

in it; that whatever yi /about 

iheSontli, bnmi mueh you may talk aboal 

n in tho South nud traitors, that W 
of censure must go to the North! If Mis 
to settle this matter, she nra-t go with Kentucky, 
Virginia, Maryland and N'm-ih Carolina, nnd 
what have they .ail? What [a t lie course th« 
Border State* have- dccl.ired on rhi. very .subject 
in the resolution now under consideration? I 
desire to read for a moment the resolution 

tinVy, that you may see the tone of tho 
State mid what they regard as the true position 
for n Southern State to take in order to settle thi: 
maner. I read from tho resolutions recent) 
pttaed by the Kentucky Legislator*, 

"littalved, That Ursa General Assembly ha* 
heard with profound regret of the resoluti 
( entiy adopted by the States of Not 
Maine, and Massachusetts, tendering men mul 
inniiey to the FtOsldl ut oi tho United 8ta!c», 
be used in coercing certain sovereign States 
the South into obedience to the Federal Gover 
ment. 

"Xttolred, That this GeneralAssemhly i 
the action of the Legislatures of Nan 
Ohio, Maine and Massachusetts, as the indie-aria 
of a pnrpose upon the part of the people of the 
States to further compile ate existing ditli. 
by forcing the people of tbe South to the < 
ity of submission or resistance ; and so re: 
it, the Governor of the Scute of Kentucky b her 
by requested to inform the Executive* oJ' ihe 
States of New York, Ohio, Maine, ami Mi 
setts, that it is tho opinion of this General Asset 
bly that whenever the authorities of those Stat* 
si nil send armed forces to the Sonih for the poo) 
pose indicated in said resolutions, the people 
Kentucky, uniting with their brethren of the 
South, will, as one man h invasion 

the soil of the South at all hazards and to th 
Iastcjctrcmlty." 

They not only say that they will not help ce 
the Southern States, but they my if the Norther 
States send men for that purpose, that Kvuinc-I 
will join the South, and resist to the last • 
ity any such attempt. Yet one of the orators in 
this Convention, if he had been in tho K 
Legislature, would hnve snid: "Do not use ths 
language; you will insult tho Abolitionists of the 
Hi tiIi, and all hope of scttlementis gono." Ken- 
tucky was bold enough, and had nerve cnoogii 
to meet Mir h a question as this. Although she 
did not approro of the course of the South, she 
declared, with but six dissenting voice* in 

l.iturc, that she was opposed to any poiie 
i.i aoj attempt that might bo m 
thejo States. She declared that she would i 



comma I nesfsl in the 

ttrcmiry. 

: or i declaration 
.i is atifmi'- ! not aid ; and tills 

to lie an insult 10 the Northern BG 
Is said, If it in pmnrt. tin Northern States will 
be offended, und thut no compromise can be 
Are WO Klfng 'villi the Horde r State*? 
Are tie taking the bold position that they art 
stieuig for uunqmomtotf If wo vote down the 
resolution, we say by voting it down, {taking the 
Innguuge that has boon used upon this floor — the 
IfltMtance of It,) that wo will furnish men and 
There ore two sicks to this question, 
that wo will nut furnish men and 
but, if w* vote this resolution down, 
v that wo will furnish men and 
, and aro ready so to do. Without under- 
taking at present to determine, gentlemen of the 
i. .mention, whether the General Government 
right to coerce the Southern States, under 
the Constitution, n question that I intend yet to 
discuss before the close of my remarks— bin, b(> 
fore taking it up, I propose to inquire for a mo- 
ment wh'-l» r, if the General Gov eminent has the 
right. It should In- exercised towards these States. 
Five millions of people have taken a position that 
tln-v huve a right to throw off this Government, 
and have cone out of the United States. I will 
att the question whether they have suc- 
ceeded, or whether they will succeed or not, hut I 
desire to inquire whether Missouri believes, as in- 
timated by two or three members on this floor, 
that it would be right to coerce these States? 
Think for a moment of an army marching upon 
the Stales in order to bring them into subjection. 
(farthera army invade the Southern States, 
let them start from Ohio or New York, go down 
and attempt to bring those States into subjection. 
Tiny may lay waste their cities, they may destroy 
their people, they may succeed in battle, tliey 
dijugate the country and destroy the inhabi- 
tants, but tell me, then, if the Union is sustained ; 
tell me, then, if those who arc left to tell the 
news wilt love the Northern States, after they 
have been scourged, and after the rivers hnverun 
with the blood of their kindred? Tell mo how 
long the earth will revolve on its axis, or time 
roll on, till the Southern people will forget the 
uiitruncs of the Northern armies? The mother 
will take her children to the grave of thctir 
futlier, and tell them that he was shot down while 
be was maintaining his rights against Northern 
fanatics: "Here lies his grave." The grandchil- 
dren and the great grandchildren would Ibe brought 
to it, and for ages their descendants would bo told 
that their ancestor was slain in defense of his 
country; and while time rolled on, thousands of 
years would not drivo from their hearts the outra- 
ges and injuries inflicted upon their sires. Never, 
sever, can these Status be brought back by the 



ne moment advocate the ni 
army upon tl ■Ut>0 I 

attempt would dissolve this Ui 
powerof reconstruction. Asa 
of Illinois has said: "When an army Is | 
into these States, and when blood is - 
of American liberty will set forever l« 
of blood, and will rise no more." 

If the Convention will indulge mo one i 
I will read one sentence upon this very 
from the Governor of Virginia, and 1 
mid it in connection with what I hme 

lag in reference to the prop 
New York and ( ihlo, he said 

"Tliis I understand to be a declaration of 1 
readiness and willingness to sacrifice the men I 
money of that State, in the effort to coerce \ 
slaveliolding States to submission to F« 
thority. The Governor and Legislature i 
York ought to know thut the sword has I 
concilcd differences of opinion. Military t 
can never perpetuate the existence of this 1 
When the affections of the people arc » i 
from the Government, nn attempt at i 

other eflbct than to exasperate I 
threatened to be coerced. Blood, si 
strife, can only enrich the soil that I 
produce "o. barvesl of ■• 

Whether the Government of the United 
has the power or not to coerce under tbe( 
lion, I apprehend there is but one fe 
there ought to be but one In I 
that is, that that power ought not. and. U 
language of Kentucky and Virginia and 
slaveholdiug States, must not lie resorted 
When on effort is made, all efforts to : 
Government— all efforts for peace are at on«( 

men of the Convention, the resolu 
is furnished by the Committee on Fe 
lions opposes coercion, and the amend 
under consideration says that we will not I 
men or money for that purpose. We bav 
at the effect of this question, and the i 
destruction, beyond redemption, if 
attempted. But we should not as a I 
say that wo will not furnish men or 
Constitution of the United States onthoriu 
General Government to coerce a default! 
seceding State. We should not pa- 
tion when the resolution itself would be I 
stilutioiiu], and this brings us to the qu 
has the General Government the . 
the Constitution to coerce a St. 
said that a State bad no < 
right to secede. The Constitution lias 
provision for the dissolution oi 
will . state, in addition to this, that while 
made no provision Tor dissolving the Un 
a State going out. It has withheld an 



101 




io this affirmation. I affirm 
BBStitution does not make any provi- 
\'..nh or Sot 
«r the uese very questions were 

nl and anticipated in the debates 
iritution was framed. We have left upon 
nl (he testimony and debates of men who 
i Constitution. It was pro- 
a making that Constitution, when tiny 

the t| ated tiic troubles 
gbt »-. ■ rtti and the 

twoeo the i lions of the 

nev, and ihcy felt that some power was 
y. My friaud from Pike yesterday said 
f General Government had the power 
re war, and, having- tbu power TO de_ 
if. we oiurht not to pass a resolution 
not aid.. I emphatically dc- 
;<nthasany ; 
re war against any Stata In this! 
re the Go t-crnment the power to declare 
in*t a foreign nation, hut when the propo- 
se made 10 give the power to declare war 
a Heading Stale, II was denied. The 
a, to the framcrs of tho Ganstitul 
era! Government carrying the flng of the 

> duo one member of the Conf'cdc- 
wu too hor- 
r them to entertain, and tliey voted it 
It waa still felt that something was ncccs- 
be done — that there shouldbe some power 
wicrnt Government to keej> the sovereign 
a subjection, and the pro posit ion was 

id the authority to the Federal 1 lov. 
to force tho Stales into obedience— tho 
and upon thai - ubject the do- 
stain fully the position I have assumed, 
w*s a dangerous power that ought not 
iced in the Federal Government. In the 

1 papers, 1-10, we have the following lan- 

Ir. Madison, on tho question of giv- 
jower of the Federal Government to forco 
ig State: 

U iniaox observed, that the more In' re- 

e, the more he doubted 

Uify, the justice, and the efficacy of 

applied to people collectively, and iiotin- 

A union of the States containing 

seemed to provide fur its own 

The me of fore* against a State 

>ok more like a declaration of war than 

tinn of punishment, and would pn 

ic party attacked as a dissolu- 
tion* compacts by which it might 
i. He hoped that such ft system would 
might render this resource um 

clause be postponed. 

motion wo ; 



"Tln- 

jouni 

I need not read from (he debates upon thJ 
ject tin- reuoai than ghwi trli 

■a to the Fedurnl Government. After tUt 

question had been fully debate. 1 

tion had voted down the proposition '• 

Federal Government tho pi, v.ri- to (brae 

it was believed that the power should be given to 

negative tho laws of States that came in • 

villi the tii-ncr.d liovrnmient, 

was debated at some length, and with great in 

mat They said it was necessary to have some 

provision to bind the sovereign States together, 

and in case of violation by legislation or 

wise, that they might be controlled. lint. wbeO 

this question was considered, it was decided that 

the mildest form of force ought not to be placed 

in the Constitution, and it was withheld an I >n 

ted down. Can any gentleman affirm, then, that 

the power to coerce or dor tare war against aState 

is in the Constitution, when it was p 

voted down? It is not expressed— it is not im- 

plied. The s abject was debated ; it w as pro posed . 

•ad it was rejected; ami it is not in tt 

ititution. Can any one say, th'-n. tl 

I •iuYcrnmeut has the power to < 01 ree a 
State? It is not expressed in the Constitution. 
Is it implied? Itwasproposed.it was d- 
it was irOtBd down, and then it cannot be implied. 
Will any man dare to take the position ti 1 
tivi ;lie laws passed hy a seceding State? I tell 
you, when the Constitution was mudv, ti» 

SB proposed. That subject was considered , 
and nor IWh • was a dan 

power and would destroy the Const it- I 
No man can then affirm that tin Qeoex I 

• nt has the power either to declare war for 
or against. No man can affirm that the Oonsti< 
tution, expressed or implied, authorizes the coe© 
eJomf niie Suite in this Union. No man eoa 
affirm that ibe Constitution of the Unite | 
gives the power to negative any taw or ■ 
passed by a sovereign State. It was propoe 
tlic Convention that framed the Constitution ; it 

Inited and It was voted down. Mr. Ma- 
son, of Virginia, said that such power was dan- 
to Ire placed in tho Federal Government. 
"The most jarring elements of nature, tire aid 
water themselves, are not more Incompatible Hum 
such a mixture of civil liberty and military exe- 
cution. Will the militia march from one 
into another, in order to collect the arrears of I 
from the delinquent members of the Republic) 
Will they maintain an army for this pa 
Will not tho citizens of the invaded Slate* assist 
one another, till they rise as one m an and shake 
oil th" Union altogether? Rebellion is tiu 

. which the military force of 1 
be properly 1 i 
point of view, he was struck at ^ 



Lent Topun- 

wns a 

would bo men) 

which 
I inuke no discrimination Iw- 
■i -mi- tad Hi- guilty, He took this 
m to repeat. Hint, notwithstanding his so- 
• to establish a national governim-in, Ih 
niM ugroe to abolish thu Store govern- 
then absolutely Insignificant. 
^snry as thu General Govern- 
ment, and be would tx; equally careful to r 
them He • f the dirllculty of drawing 

'■■ itweeo Hum, but hoped It wm ti"t in- 
surmountable. The Convention, though com- 
so many distinguished chart 
ed to make a faultless g 
Bleat; and ho would prefer trusting to posterity 
tin- umui Iment ofita defects, rather than to push 
"•rimem too far." 
Mr. President and prentlemen of the Conven- 
tion, we have arrived ut the point, mid wo altlrra 
thai we have settled it beyond the power of refu- 
tation, that this Federal Government cannot 
march an armed force, by a declaration of war, 
defaulting State— that it cannot 6 
■■re is no power to negative a law. I must 
that all the indications from CQfl 
DMUl we arc under seem to lie to the elfcct that 
-•cat Chief Executive of the United States 
i start the doctrine of coercion, and all 
that ha* been said by that party in Congress, cx- 
:vu-, warrant me in the conclusion that it 
was their settled dotermiuation to coerce the 
m States. I trust they luivc abandoned 
ih t eoaxM. 1 trust, on examining the laws 
iavo to enforce, and the powers, that they 
will abandon it. Hut I affirm — acting the part of 
■ i table member of the people ol Mis- 
Bouii— that Abraham Lincoln cannot mnreh 
iav into one of the seven States 
it is under the higher law. If he goes 
Ithoat tin- Constitution, without the sanc- 
tion hi law, bo goes aa an instrument to destroy 
. hope of rebuilding or reconstruct! 

iu 01* American liberty, us be- 
fore remarked, will tat behind a sea of blood. 
Then ir he bus no constitutional right, if the 
law forbid, con ilis-ouri not have courage 
enough in Convention; is -he not old enough j i- 
tot patriotic blood enough in this I ' 
stand by the rights of the Constitution of 
the fitti iri, to say that if you go under 

tier law into that war, we will not aid you 
Why, It i- strange, that a man 
d slavehoklmg Stab — it is strange 
that a m in who bclieTM our lastituiio:. 
right, could ■it'll-. ■ to say mat the cons of Mis- 

,i warlike A 
be ih ugh, for us to go Into thcee 



a hind born, where the < 

yards are Med with om smtvfa 

should shed 

wosJd lie too horrible for human t 

tempi--. it is a spech 

which humanity, m this wi 

shrink and fly a* 

do it. Ih r i 'onvention may say to, I 

her* will be compelled to i 

. owub 
I tell yon when an array engages in a war a 
the Constitution of the United Slates, sjral 
laws of the laii'l, against human; 
of battles that sustain gloo I 

Ameri 

oppressed people, however wrong'. 
an I victory in every battle will belong to 
Our friends in Illinois say, believing tha 
coin intends c«- nnot 

They say it 

say our friends and kindred arc in those | 
and we want this Government reunited 
it cannot be done If you commence oo 
those States, and, raise \ our army I 
nr Chicago, and a'.tempt to I 
States, it will Oral have to march 
butt B, 

Will the Missouri Con 
and lets bold than the State of DU 
say, wc do not approve of the course 
South; we are sorry they have taken th 
hut the North is in fault, and lb* It 
iu language not to be m 
the election of a President n\ ■ 
form that nulliii- I the I 
right*, Ohio speak* out through her to 
dred thousand Democrats, and thef send 
iag North and Souih, not lo language yo 
heard upon tins floor— not ot all. They 
the North, put yourself right npo 
jvpeal your obnoxious laws— put - 
before you eompl lof the actios fifth* St 

\V by hit, theu, gen, 
volition, thai i e cannot *av 
you have i'i wrong— thai 

tell them of their errors? Why, t it that 
give offense? I v, like a man, 

to speak in a conservative tone, I 
give no offense to the Not b ; but 

to demand what i.i rit,'ht and 
that is wrong, that will com pro mi- 
ll e .State. 

Gentlemen of the Con 
am wearying your patience, . 
Ih in I -hould, hut I do not expect to trou 
again, unit ■ raid but 

other qi 






vo read, 

oo mai !i tin 

isolation, which 

several States composing 
i States of America nre not united on 
' mission to lli'ir 
>v*rmnent; lint that by compact, under 
l am! title of n Constitution for tlic Uni- 
| and of omendments there lo, they ron- 
Goverument for spuria! pur- 
ated to thai I in defi- 

B, reserving each State to Itself the rc- 
i of right to their own selfgovern- 
tliat whensoever the Ccncral Govern- 
• gated powers, its acta are 
kOdMfJVtt. void, and of no force; that to 
each State acceded as a State, and 
that this Government, crea- 
• was not made the excJ 

of the powers dele- 

r would have made it» 

i and not t lie Constitution, the measure 

'n/ that us (n all ullier cases 0/ 

f I Arii 

taeh party has unequal right to judge 
eff ns well * >t at of the mode 

tre*s." 

I propose to inquire for a short time what 

and what position she should 

I mkht lay down before you what 1 

-ire of the people, and thai I 

ill, and that they may see that 

■trying: ont my pledges nnd the promises I 

» them. I regret, exceedingly, that the tlis- 

ihed gentleman that read the report has 

r be argument, that if Missouri should 

ith a Southern Condfederncy, it 

lion. I cannot think the one 

v thousand freemen 1 

iwa and in Kansas; 
ot real, der these circumstances, 

lis mighty State of onrs can he annihila- 
' 4o not Indorse the sentiment. I have all 
.it distinguished gentlemen, and the 
• dthe resolution, but I 
be position assumed there, that if Missouri 
ItJi the Southern Con- 
would be nnTiihLlatod. I am willing 
tect ourselves with the 
re is a division, and the other fonr- 
»ve States shall form a Southern Republic — 
; should go with the North, under those 
1 8, as 1 before remarked,, we will sus- 
loss. if we go with the South we sustain 
■ lull sort of doubt, lltr taxes will 
■hall hare toendure inimy 
Vat we do nut experience at present. 
ire out of the Union now, and otb- 
1 faying that, unlet • nslitutional 

1 States. 



tune an North and 

South— that i: the Government is 1 
two con lied, that Hi 

shall remain in the. Northern Confederacy 
i t to the South ? That may • 
■r every member of this Conventj 
one. I assert in my placo to-day, and I have the 
independence to do it— and I want that recorded 
now, and in ail future time — that if the other re- 
maining slave Suite* shall form a separn' 

— when all hope of reuniting the Gov- 
ernment m gone, when the heart of the 
that has been so cold has grown colder, and 
: !1 say, In the language of TV ado "Tin- 
day of compromise is post," we have a gn 
tional victory upon a sectional platform, and wo 
are not anxious to compromise— then, I say, when 
that time shall come, when this Union is dis- 
solved, when there is a Northern and Southern 
Confederacy, then, for one, I am in favor of Mis- 
souri taking her stand with her Southern 
excu in the Southern States. [Apph" 

The Chair. Those gentlemen who appl 
must leave the galleries. Mr. Sergcnnt-at-Anns, 
you will sec that those gentlemen who have np- 
pln tided will leave the galleries nt onco. I hove 
requested gentlemen polialv long enough, to re- 
frain from demonstrations of this character, and 

I will and must pre se rve 1 

Mr. Gaktt. I hope that order wil I be nt 
to those who hare oflbn 

Mr. Bass. The time for adjournment has ar- 
rived. I move thai the fjo n ve nt toi 
jfiiirn. 

Mr. Dims. Before the motion is 
to present n report. 

Mr. Moss. I hope the motion to adjoin 
be withdrawn, It la not 13 o'clock, The gentlei 
man who is now speaking will have time to g«.-t 
through. 

Mr. Gajjtt. I hope so too. I think 111 
bavin r but one session a day, and by 
continuously without the iriterrnpdon of I 
joiiniment, we can get along with 

1 better dispatch of imsv. 
ness. 

Mr. Bass, I withdraw the motion to ailjotiru. 

The Secretary then rend the report aspn 
by Mr. Birch, as follows : 

The committee, appointed under a resolution of 
the Convention, adopted on the 11 lli inrt , to 01 
quire into the cunspiiacy which was dean 
be foreshadowed in a communication U 
pcared in the Republican of that morning, 
port herewith a <-i>nsniuuicaiion from 1/ 
Bogy and from Wo. J. Chester, and res] 
submit themselves to such further dlr* 
any, as the Convcntionmay see lit to give thet 
If, however, it shall lie be] 
statements b nay hat 



Stale from i 

nunent by iflegnl, 

: revolutionary ng«nie.-, ha 
oned in deferent i ing and 

aiming public eentiment with which it 
I til then lurtlivc respect- 
ed v. Ik -tlier the interests of tie iitib- 
lire that any further stcpn betaken, or any 
further [nnsittgalimil I* prosecuted under tho 
resolution of the Convention. 

JAMES H, BIRCH, ) 

CHAS- UKAKi:, J Committee. 

G. W. ZIM.ViKRMAN, t 

ST. Lome, March 13, 1801. 
Messrs. Bibob, ZtiuueaKAB and Dkakx, Commit- 
tee, fcc, Present: 

Gehtlkxkh : I was summoned yesterday to ap- 
pear before you, as a Committee, appointed by tho 
i invention now in scstion in this city, to testi- 
fy to certain fact* supposed to be within rny knowl- 
edge. In appearing before joU, I trash it distinctly 
understood that I do §o voluntarily, as I deny both 
the power of the Convention, or that of a committee 
appointed by it, to summon any citizen of the State 
to appear before it u*u witness; this power belong! 
to the Grand Juries of the country, ami ii a power 
nacit to fi-rret out crime by them; but entertaining, 
uXdo, thagFMfCtl retpe ct for the Convention as a 
body called into existence under a law of tho State, 
and also fur the members thereof personally, I 
waive what I consider my right as a citizen, and ac- 
cordingly appear. 
The publication which appe med in the Mbsouri 
•• '», over the denature of E-, Is not gnustno- 
tiallj correct, ap containing the substance of n eon- 
rorsulion belHi«n me and the person who is sup- 
to be the anther oJ 
I have read tju Htoltttfoni of the Convention and 
the speech of the mover of them, and I must confess 
that I urn at « Iofs te understand how either could 
the charge mad.-, I,ucd on the coniinrjniea- 
tlon. Injustice, however, to the persons who called 
on me, and who are charged with the crime 
of treason, 1 must say that I know nothing what- 
eier to sustain the charge. Certain gcntlu- 
vf stuudiug In this city, and who 
are my peisonal and political friends, did call on nie 
last week, with a paper which was very well written, 
selling forth that the time had cook — in view of the 
fact, thai Virginia had, or would soon Join the South- 
ern I "iifcdtracy, and carry with her Kentucky and 
tlie other Border States — for the friends of Southern 
rights to come together for consultation, and with a 
view Of agreeing on some line Of policy r*i|Ui red br 
the exigencies of tho times Tlie conversation be- 
tween these gentlemen and myself was of a desultory 
and general character, and it is with hesitation that 
I DOnaant to trouble you with it, for it really amounts 
to nothing 1 beyond a legitimate purpose of party or- 
ganization in which there was nothing improper or 
wrong, and only with a view of making their action 
efficient. Although 1 dbrcntcd from them, as to the 
lj hi this course, yet my objection u as not 

I there was anything wrong or improper In 
the proposition, but became I thought the movement 
was calculated to do harm, in view of the efforts) now 



on some common conservative gi 
Block Republicans at the t 
Uiermore explained to tliein 
nnderstanding of the internals of Muc- 
twenty millions of Stato Bonds and i 
Ifous of clly and county Bonds on Lbs niirtrts \ 
the world, and the great interests of the 
manufacturing and industrial pi : 
we should move, in a mutter of this magnitude, ' 
tho greatest canrlon and piudcni 
gentlemen present charging me wiih in 
and a< a blind follower of the Missouri H 
I replied that the charge was not trnc, that I 
Southern man, and always had been, and 
much opposed to Ulnck Brpubllcsmistn as an 
could possibly be, but looking upon U.. 
calated to bring defeat upon us agar 
April election, I was opposed to their to 
do all in my power to defeat tl 
Much now might be repeated of the came 
but the matter is too trivial to engage the i 
of anybody. I certainly did not uncJetatand tn«t ■ 

proposition was made to me looking like treason I 
conspiracy , or that can by any distortion ol I 
or confusion of ideas, amount to the highest i 
known to civilised nations. The subject was fair I 
legitimate, ss a purpose for party organlxarlua I 
gentlemen of good standing, and u nidi I 
stood it, and opposed jt (br tin reasons already | 
My object Jn speaking of tliis occurrence to i 
parties was to get them to unite with mc to \ 
the proposed orgauizatio; I *u 

would again lead to our dV 

No one regret* this occurrence more tin. 
it is calculated to place other parties, as well ss I 
6*1 f, in an unpleasant position. 

The facisdouot In the leaet Justify the l 
the Convention, the speevh ol the Uic 
lutions, or the comment* of one of lh 

Repeating my sentiments of rtaptel 
venUon.l am, fcc, LEVS I 

A". I!. -As the action of the Convention iui 
to this matter bos been the occasion of a good 
of talk in the city, to my prejudice, I have coacli 
to send eeopy of this psperto the -Vi 
can for publication to-morrow i 
matter may beset right before 
once. I.KW13 V. 

8t. Lor is, Mn. 

To Mem's. Birch. Drake and Zimmerman, I 

mitue of the Convention, i 

Gknti.emkx : I1hv1d£ appeared Iwfore yon 
compliance with your -iiIm n in. I 
make such a statement nt ftn hare reqi 
mo, "mining the name of the pe»> 
shall allude; and also declining to awe. 
statement nt the present time; bat will not i 
to surrender tho numo of the i 
to what I shall have Btated, if required I 
by an order of the Convention. 

On the serum! or third i*ny of t, 
your Convention in thi.- j 
tkrnan, riwidin:; in 
the State, ono whom I had known ■ 



of Alabama, and, like 
igh etui nndisgul 

ion wag 

in ordinance, lid bo a concert of 

agreed upon throughout the Stale, wliere- 
S:ntc would, nevertheless., lie i;ot out of 
km. He further said, that there were at 
be delegate*, at committees, in li 
tarir nil the principal towns in the Statu, 

mi for the purpose of agreeing upon 

Suite course and concert of action. 

Btfoned especially the name of a distin- 

nof tlii- Stale, who bus encouraged 

i-e name, for the reason 
r stated, I decline to gfvc at present. Tun 
ftcr this, T mot the same gentleman, end 
iBTerfation was renewed. He then said 
» believed die plan above stated had been 
mod, a» it would bo useless to attempt (o 
t oat at present, against what seemed to 
Union sentiment that had taken 
' the public mind. 

I have given but the substance 
conversation alluded to, and do not prc- 
i have stated the words, hut the aobstan- 
Very Eos poet fully, 

WM. J. C1TESTEK. 
Hsu., of Buehanan. Is it the o! 
luto the proceedings with that report? If 

Bincn. I only desire, Mr. President, to 
hat the report Ikj hud upon the table and 
I, ao as not to occupy any time of the 
I merely desire to get it before the 
plos 
report wo* ordered to be piinted. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, 
b* interruption occurred, I was affirming 
I my judgment, if there were two republics 
; Of Missouri to go into 
ithem Republic. I desire to make only a 
Mrt or two upon this subject and close my 
one moment think that 
ri intends, or that this Convention wiU 
U it fa the duty of Missouri to submit. 
I look hack over our State, f And that there 
crly one hundred million dollars of slave 
I say, our citizens that have 
wing, and follio g t imbcr. and rank- 
Irlarm* — that have emigrated from other 
-that have settled hereto live and die upon 
1 , and have buried their dead in it— 
our roads, our m hr«ol houses, 
j.iu-'hea, and Court Houses all 
"j the Slate, expect to enjoy these pri vi- 
and leave them lor their children. 
in the State of Missouri, who 
that Missouri will 
ill giro up its con- 




n and bow down to Northern aggression, 
are mistaken in record to a noble and generous 
yieople. I tell you, let the slaves go, if go they 
must; 1st the real estato be sacrificed, but 
let our honor as freemen be sustained in 
tho State. Let us show that we will not sub- 
mit I can realize the feelings of a i. 
lican, when ho desires Missouri to stay »ith 
tho Northern Confederacy. He desires 

d, and if the State should hold on to the 
Northern Confederacy it would bo abolished ia a 
few years. Tho man that believes that thi 
States hare the right to hold slaves, that is will- 
ing to accept Northern aggression after fourteen 
M:\r-hnvi' bean Stints Ikon Ebsj BtarSfniujM 
Banner, and who wants Missouri to bow « ith hei 
institutions down to kiss the rod that afflicts hor, 
I tell you that the politician who makes 
that sale of tho State ia Ibis Couven' 
tion, will have to meet justice at the 
hands of an insulted and outraged people. They 
never will submit to it It would ruin them to do 
it. They are not willing thus to giro up their 
property. Many of thcra would lose all tiny 
had. Moreover they are not willing thai 
to give them np when the alternative is pre- 
sented of uniting with the Sunt hern Confederacy, 
if one is to be made. I say, if I know the feel- 
ings of the people of Missouri, and of that por- 
tion of the country in which I live, they will 
stake their destiny with the South. They say, 
we desire to separate from you in peace- 
American citizens wo love yon, and especially 
that portion whoso hearts beat IntmiJDa with 
ours. But we desire a separation in peace. But 
when the President of the United States com- 
mands Missouri, under the hiirlur law, to shed 
the blood of our brothers In the South, then I 
say Missouri should throw herself upon her re- 
served rights, and, taking the halter in one hand 
and the sword in the other, tell tho President that 
when yon take tho one you can use the other, and 
not before. I have no submission blood in mo. 
If I had I would let it out of my 
veins. I am williog to compromise. I am 
willing to receive the Crittenden amendment, and 
to declare that all north of 36 dog. 30 min. shall 
be all free, and all south shall be all slave. Then 
the Kansas raids and emigrant aid societies would 
never be heard of, and this veiod question would 
not enter into our politics. I am willing to get 
rid of the question in thut way, bat lam not will- 
ing to Leave it to bo cusp' ' l- next yen- 
oration. But if you want compromise, yon can- 
not obtain it, except by insisting upon it. Can 
m kzpeel to obtain it, looking at the past, if wo 
say to tho North that whether you give us tho 
guarantees or not, whether you are willing 
to adopt tho Crittenden amendment or any 
amendment whatever, we arc unconditional Union 
men in Missouri. 






Tel! me bow many million of States ofthRl kind 
in this i -■ Northern 

told that they uro signing petition* and 
that they are changing. Tell me what has Chan ;- 
cd them, and -what lias, affected the North? what 
I roved or changed them in their senti- 
It is because of the withdrawal of these 
seven States and the prospect of the withdrawal 
of others, and of the ruin of their commerco and 
tho prosperity of the country, that is now threat- 
ening them. Missouri will make no threat; let 
her stand by the South ; but let her call upon tho 
nil say in language not to be misunder- 
stood, that these guarantees must bo granted Or 
wc connect ourselves with the Southern Statu; 
and when wc have given you reasonable time — 
when wc hove appealed to tho great heart of the 
whule people, if then they shall say no compro- 
mise shall he made, then we will stand with the 
Southern States. Gentlemen of the Convention, 
if the State of Missouri occupies this |i itiMlit' t 
then she will have opinions that will he rc<p.< t'-l 
at the North and in the South. Then, when com- 
promise has been offered by the South, Missouri 
can say to both North and South, you are breth- 
ren, we stand between you and ruin. And if the 
border States cannot restore this friendly feeling, 
then no earthly power can do it. 

1 u i n in favor ol this amendmen t to the rcsol 1 1 U I ■ . 
It sins we will not furnish men and money. Wt 
have been told, I believe, by the gentleman from 
Randolph, thru if the Administration called for 
men, we would be setting at defiance tho Consti- 
tution. T nave shown you that the sending of an 
army to the Southern States could only bo done 
under the higher law, and not nnder the Constitu- 
tion of tho United States, I have, shown you that 
w<> have the right to speak in the language of this 
resolution, and it is the duty of Missouri not to 
aid, and not to furnish men, and not to go into 
this conllict. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, I have occupied 
more time than I expected. I have been longer 
before you than I should have been, but I have 
submitted candidly, and with a duo regard and 
respect for every member of this Convention, and 
every individual that is here to-day, what I have 
asserted in regard to the position of Missouri. It is 
the ground upon which my people sent me here. 
I came to say in this Convention that Missouri 
desires to exert every means that is fair and bon- 
to unite the North and the South as breth- 
ren in ono common country and destiny. I 
want every effort made that the State can moko 
In honor to itself, to accomplish this result. If 
' the fourteen States are to nnlte with the oth- 
er slave States and go with tho South, all 
hope of reconciliation is gone and then 
my wish is, at that time, when the Unto 
have been dissolved, that Missouri will not 
have to secede, but take her choice botv, 



North 

■ 
States, and if he calls upon M 
go into that war, I am Hot W 
sens should hazard treason, or that they 

! am not willitig that I 
marched into U a w« 

thai contraa I he m (ai 

their reserved rights, and at* to the Prei 
we fay in this resolution, that we wO 
you. 
Mr. Foster. I desire to mako a feu 

upon the question under consideration. 
Mr. Welch. As it i 

nniment of the Convention. 

Motion sustained. 



AITEKSOON ST.- 

Conveation re-assembled at 2 o'clo 

Mr. Foster. Mr. President, I hope It 
lie considered an assumption on my pat 
my seat and address this Convent!- . 
near the Chair— being one of the lc&ser 
this body, and unable, in an oratorical 
view, to cope with many of the ;_- 
have preceded me, and many who will 
ter me. I come up here, sir. merely tl 
he the better understood by the Conven 
because, by standing here, I can sp 
greater ease to myself than if I was in n 

In investigating tho matters >> i 
.submitted for consideration by ibis bod, 
try to be fair and candid. Although I 
be able to say anything that will be m 
the members of this Convention, yet, M 
sentutive of a portion of the people of 1 
believe it to be my duty to declare the a 
which the people of my ili-.tr 
tho resolutions under consideration. 
risen, sir, uot for tho purpose of toakii 
combe speech, or a speech for pot 
poses. I never held a political oftie 
life, nor do I know thai I V 
hold ono. The motives which actua 
speaking on this occasion, are of a high 
t- r than those onderrj ing the delivery o 
speeches or war speeches or any thin 
kind. They are those of patriotjsm- 
love for my country and a willingness i 
mi nation to represent my constit. 
this* floor. I believe it is usual in deba 
kind thnt gentlemen holding different Y 
nate in occupying the Boor And h 
remark, that while it may be es.j>- 

tlemanwho ha? , 



10" 



,:.h nil Lis nr- 

m r.i ajlitil. . 

. my remarks. It must 

i regarded as a highly enviable posi- 

, acknowledging myself, as I do, to be 

i humblest members or this Convention, 

' tts leaner lights — I sny it mutt be re- 

m for me to be ublo 

10 so far my any 

brilliant in the prcwntii- 

a deliberative assembly, 

Icman who bat preceded me. I <on- 

mbarraasment in at- 

ilie all-absorbing war-speech 

i: heard from him. I fear I shall 

I his argument, because he is a 

til man; tat while I do not expect 

a through all the meandering* of hit no- 

t U yet gratifying to me to know that, elc- 

re been to come ep to this stand, I 

ir a few moment* occupy the tame stand 

COM lighu of this Convention 

ably i 

Convention: In regard to the 

of wKk-h that gaaflaauu 

>ken. I agree with him to some extent. I 

ilth him In holding that we have n euin- 

rttetn of government, and that all the pow- 

tfee General Government ran exercise is 

■ torn the Constitution. I am cae 

M individuals who may be called strict 

■ .:' the Oon atituilo n <>( tliii 

.it this Government 

nv to levy war upon a foreign nation, but 

bat no power to levy war against a sister 

, If he put Uils proposition by itself, it 
sertiunly recommend itself to my mind for 
Ma* and plausibility. Hut he, at the same 
irgue- that seven States have dissolved 
1th the Federal Government — 
rjr haw gone out of the Union; audi would 
I whether, such being the case, they can 
Wgur 1 • f or whether they 

j looked upon by the General Government 
ight of foreign nation*? If it be true that 
tares buve gone out, and it be, furthermore, 
meat has power to 
r against a f not fol- 

B8 Bhonl I require, the 
GoTemxnent rnutl treat them as any oth- 
rn ran 

.■:g, for a moment, th.it those States 

—admitting that they arc still 

in die American sisterhood, let mo oak 

i >n does not confer 

Incentive to repel insur- 

the people of on* 

another State ? 




Mr. Foster. A 
Well, gentlemen of the Convention, all I 1 
fay in regard to that is, that It 
of my country ai 
have no argument to make to Ida] or 

assembly of individuals to convince them that the 
broad declaration of the Constitution of my conn- 
try is gnch as it is. I have stated it cnnvcrU , end 
I will al hcr-anse I itaa taught from my 

earliest infancy to believe that the Constitution of 
the United States anil the laws enacted by Con- 
gress in accordance therewith shall be the supreme 
law of the land, the laws of any lie con- 

trary notwithstanding. I repeat it, gentlemen, 
that this was one of my earliest lessons I learned 
in connection with the powers of my Government. 
I do not propose to consume the time ofth] 
venrJon indwelling longer upon that poi 
will now proceed to considertlie situation of Mis- 
souri for a few moments. Look at yonder Hog, 
if you please, and behold Missouri, as thin- 
lug forth in the constellation of States as 
at the central stars in the West, and ask 
hrei the question, what Is the proper 
i fur Missouri to occupy uinl 
isring circumstances? Now, gentlemen, I hold 
it to bo a truth that, as was remarked by my 
friend from Marion, on the day before yesterday, 
Mfcinrrnrl could turn out more fighting 
than any ot her slave State in the Union; and I 
will add that, if circumstances require it, she 
would do so. I will add, further, that I b - li eve 
that Missouri to-day can turn out more Union, 
Con-titiition-lovingmcn, thnn any two Southern 
States in this Confederacy. Then, gentlem 

a arises, as I have suggested, as to what 
is the proper position for Missouri to occupy. I 
think the proper answer to this question is of the 
rttal Importance. What is' the answer 
given by the Committee on Federal Belutious? 
What does that report contain ? In considering 
the resolutions offered by the Committee, I de-ore 
to give a fair and candid cq.r - i>n of my sen- 
timents, and the sentiments of the people whom I 
am representing on this floor. I do not intend, 
remark that I may make, to reproach any 
gentlemen who is a member of this Convention, 
and who, for causes satisfactory to himself, dis- 
agrccs with rue in regard to this report. I do not 
design to heap epithets upon the people Of the 
North, nor to heap epithets upon the people of 
the South ; but in speaking of the wrongs mid 
pointing out the errors of both >'•, i inn-, I shall 
proceed with candor and moderation, extending 
my hand to both, and hailing them as the com- 
mon family of this Government. 

The first resolution offered by the Committee, 
'.of cause, to the majority report,) is as 
follows : 

Resolved, That at present there is no adequate 

hat coiner - 



ontrary, 

me peace as well as Iho 
.'■■if nil die States, 
I ask, gentlemen of this Convention, do you ob- 
that resolution? I ask gentlemen who 
came hero for the purpose of using all honorable 
to preserve the Union, if they can have any 
olij--iiion to it? 1 believe that I can say that an 
overwhelming majority of the members of Elkli 
■Hon will be found in it* favor. And I 
i.-o say, although my knowledge of the 
dslimitcd.yct.judginKfromtlie 
f !),000 to 10,000 legal voters whom 
the honor to represent, they will give 
approbation to It. I took the posi- 
tion before my people, in making the little ciin- 
1M8 that I did make, tlmt there wm no >■ 
cause at that time, or any cause which I could 
see as likely to arise, sufficient to justify this 
State in dissolving her connection with the Gen- 
eral Government. I here to-day repeat it, in or- 
der to redeem ray pledges to the peoplo before 
whom I canvassed. I maintain that there, is no 
cause existing to-day that would impel me, as a 

. of Missouri — as a citizen of the I 
Stated — to diviulve m.v I ■onnection wilh my Gov- 
ernment. I would, in my judgment, prove recre- 
t lie people that honored me with a seat in 
this Convention, were I to occupy any other po- 
sition. I believe I should prove recreant 1o the 
mother who gave me birth, wore I to occupy any 
other position. Sir, 1 assert it again, there was 
-ring ca use for Missouri going out of the 
I ! nt the time T made mv canto >..••: and flM 
■■■lit that hns taken place since, that could 
have any weight in determining the action of 
Missouri, is the Inaugural of the President. I 
loll my people that, with all the facts and cir- 
i tires then existing, and with the addition- 
al fact of Mr. Lincoln's inauguration on the 1th 
of March, there was not sufficient cause to dis- 
solve on r connection with the General Govern- 
ment. Mr. Lincoln has since been inaugurated. 
His Inaugural Address has been delivered and 
received all over the country, and I still find that 
there is no cause for Missouri to secede. In my 
humble judgment, that Iuniignral, instead of be- 
ing a war message, is a peace message; and, in 
bo believing. I am willing to be responsible to my 
constituents. 

But we are told that the people of the N OrO\ 
have brought about the "irrepressible conflict," 
und that it i* of a natura too intolerable for the 
people of the Southern States to endure. Gentle- 
men, I take this occasion to say — and my people 
know that what I am saying is correct— tf 
titvly disagree with Mr. Lincoln or his party in 
regard co the gnbjectof slavery. I do not 
any of their sentiments on this subject. Most 
cniphatiiMllv it was not by my consent— it wu 



not by niy approbation, that Mi 

dent 01 tlw : 

oble man with my feeble pow- 

feat him. But, gentlemen, I see no cause; 

this Con Mild not ado 

lution. Much as the South has been wrong 1 

the Republican party, and great as has bet 

evil which the ascendancy of 

brought upon our country, still 1 see no r 

why wo should reject that resolution. The 

tlemanfrom Andrew, if 1 understand bim 

says that it is a great and tn m 

minister in the North to preach the "Ixrepnl 

conflict" from his pulpit. Undoubtedly it it 

I tell bim it is acting in bad faith town* 

people of this Gove nni'i it, and equally as « 

for a Southern minister to tn 

of disunion and preach it froi; 

is wrong for one si 

gnrd the laws and bid defiance to the 

lion, «o it is for another. 

So much for the flint resolution. 
eeed to the second resolution, which 
lows: 

Jittolveii, That the people of this 
votcdly attached to the institutions of | 
try, and earnestly desire that, by a I 
cable adjustment, all the causes of i 
tbatat present unfortunately distract i 
pie, may be removed, to the end that our 
may be preserred and perpetuated, and pea 
harmony be restored between the North m 
South, 

Now, gentlemen, allow mc to ask 70 
in. Is not it the desire of erery m 
on this floor that all the difficulties whit 
now distracting our country should l»e at 
Is not that the desire of the del 
vcntionV Undoubtedly it is. Ihavcnohei 
tag that if any gentleman had takei 
pitioa different from, or antagonistic to t 
any gentleman had nvowed thot he was 1 
compromise, that lie was not for an amies! 
jnstment of existing difficult < 
have been elected to a seat In this i 
thot position, and I shall nsrer hold 
conflict with it. I deem it to be in aerd 
with the wishes of the people 01 
know tli i holds this position, an 

not afraid that the voice of the people w| 
say to mc. Foster, yon are mistaken— yon 
nothing about the people of Missouti. 

Gentlemen, I came here as a compromis 
I came here pledged before my people 
would do all in my power to restore peace 
now distracted but once happy country, 
am impelled by my tense of duty to net 1 
ingly. I will so act, Brsi 
to my sentiments, and, secondly, I ■> 
1 which I tools I 







rk, t It at hOW- 

is one thing 

id thai 

io carry oot the position which I 

. Mr. President, is it possible that 
toofbW in this body who is not willing 
,o power at his command for the pur- 
toting peace to the country? I apprc- 
is no one, I apprehend thru I 
iry member ili.it peace should be re- 
belicTc there Is no number of this 
I, ui f. ! miiintrin the 

these States- and to maintain his Con- 
as a citizen in the great family 
is not the de-ire of this Con- 
that I hare been unable to • 1 £ ?=:— 
its complexion is, And if, contrary 
xpoctatiou, this should not prove to 
mrhxion, jet I feel sure that it 
i of the people ■whom I 
I pan to-day, Keeping a central posi- 
- we do, it becomes our duty, 
causes of complaint, to examine them 
of them in a mild find conciliatory 
Snch ia the nature of the American 
■jinnot even drive him to do 
he wants to do, much less drive him 
ik hi- h be does not want to do. It will 
o», therefore, to discriminate- against 
or another — it will not do for us to 
, either upon the people of the North 
the people of the South; but we must. 
the calm, deliberative and conciliatory 
•peaking to the men of the North and 
the South ns our brothers. We 
' be compromise men. Sir, I desire 
: ..f mine, that every word of mine, 
declaration of mine, shall be that 
extend uur left hand to the people 
rth, we can extend our right hand to 
of the South, talking to them as one 
family— talking to them as I would to 
the dean, who I believed bad done 
room I would entreat to como 
do mo right, Such I desire to be My 
such Ide.-.irotobetho action of this 



resident, 1 will now proceed to read the 
solution: 

the people of this State deem 

' onstitntion of the United 

s he lion. John J. Crittenden, 

r, with the extension of the same to 

1 1 1- j i' after to be acquired by ti 

uf adjustment which will sne- 
i. ranges of difference forever 
...itioaal politics. 



■ yon, 
gentlemen of the C rnethcr (I Is not 

the desire of the people you represent b 
slavery question out of the ha . :icians 

and political demu p tor as 1 um ton- 

■ iriii d, I frankly confess that, if 1 could, by any 
means honorable to an American citizen, **"• 
thut question out of the power of legislation; if 
I could take it out of the power of politicians and 
political demagogues, I would conceive it to be 
the proudest act of my IMh. K I haws one desire 
.Mile i , in connection with she political 
questions at" thu <lay, st is that we could make 
a caff adjustment of this slavery question, and 
take it out of the arena of politics, Blr.it 
question which has distracted ami divided 
my country, and set. one section iu hostile array 
against another. It ia through it tha 
beta lifted Into power who were unworthy of 
the people thut placed tlicin there. Thci 

be a difference of opinion in regard to it. 
The people of the North, who were reared nndex 
Northern m>tiuitions, are taught to behove that 
> In en- is a curse — that it is an evil— and hence 
they are from their youth up prejudiced 
against it. On the other hand, the people 
South, who were rui-cd under Southern i 
lions, look upon it us right and proper, and 
are apt to be prejudiced in its favor. Hence, 
looking at slavery in an abstract point 
nf view, it cannot seem strange that there 
should be difference of opinion abont it. 
Agitation, then, becomes dangerous, and is 
calculated to array the adherents of one i 
against the adherents of another. Wo have all 
scon the devastating effects of the shivery agita- 
tion. We are even now Buffering from it, and 
behold the humiliating spectacle of a OBOE happy 
country, distracted and drive to ih 
rutn on account of it. Then, what arc we to do? 
Is it not urgent that wc should adopt some phut 
by which to take it oat of the power of legis- 
lation? Do we not all see that, so long as U re- 
mainsau open que. lion, the people of the North 
contending that Congress possesses the power 
under the Constitution to prohibit the Introduc- 
tion of slavery into the Territories, and the 
people of the South contending that the 'I 
ries ore common property, will be arrayed aguinst 
each other, and there will be unceasing strif* 
and contention? It is therefore well thai tali 
resolution may compromise by amendments to 
the Constitution, the effect of which will be to 
1 agitation on the subject of slavery for- 
ever. I have taken » position before the people 
in my district, thai I would accept as the basis 
of compromise what is known as the Griu 
amendment, or one of similar import; and 
before you to-day, in ckflK »"d unmistakable lan- 
gnage, thai lam willing to tnke any coxnju 
that wfll restore peace and harmony bctv i 






North :<m liut 

uttering the. sentiments of the people w] 
mo hi 

I pp" Ion : 

Rtaoived, That the people of Missouri believe 

.':<- and i|nii-t of ili« etmtttrj wfB be r>ro- 

• by a Convention to propose atnendmenta 

10 the Constitution of t: ■ - utcs, and thin 

ntion therefore ur 

for culling micli a 
Convention in pursuance of the flfth article of 
the Constitution, and for providing by law for an 
u of one delegate to such Convention from 
il district in this State. 
I m aware, Mr. President, that in regard to 
the Convention rweuvended to I)g held by ih\- 
body, there is a difference of opinion — Borne be- 
lieving that it -will be preferable to hold a Con- 
\-niion of all the Slates, and others thinking it 
■ !ndd it CuiLViiuion of the Border States 
merely. I "ill Wry that, so far as I nm COB' 
I nm in iavor of ■ Convention of oil the Stales. 
My reason for taking this position is, that such 
at Convention will be in perfect harmony 
And k'vpinn with the Constitution of the 
Slates. I may also state that this is 
thepofiiiion which r have taken before my con- 
ns. As they have elected me on that posi- 
tion, I consider myself bound to maintain Hon 
this floor. I consider Hnu I have been i mUu c J o d 
to that effect. The nreembting of a National 
Convention, according to ray understanding, i.s 
the constitutional mode of introducing amend- 
ments to the Constitution. Bting a Constitution- 
loving man, and a law-abiding citizen, I desire no 
act of mine 10 come in conflict with that tiered 
in-tniment. 
I will now rend the fifth resolution : 
S. Ntsolverf, That, in the opinion of this Con- 
vention, the employment of military force by the 
Federal Government to coerce the submission of 
eding Siiiie*, or the employment of mili- 
brct by the seceding States to awnil the 
Government of the United States, will inevitably 
plur.gf this country into civil war, and thereby 
entire ly extinguish all hope of an amieable'scttlc- 
ment of the fcarfnl issues now pending before 
the country. Wo therefore earnestly entreat as well 
the federal Government as the seceding States to 
withhold and stay the arm of military power, and 
on no pretense whatever bring npon the nation 
the horrors of civil war. 

Much has been said In this Convention about 
this resolution, I apprehend, Mr. President, thnt 
there is no gentleman npon this floor that is 
pledged in stronger terms against the doctrine of 
coercion than myself. No proposition that could 
be introduced here could receive my support if it 
looked or even squinted towi in. 1 1 i? 

BTidertl tonrery reflecting mind that we have to 
take thiagB as they exist, and not as w. 



them b 

pathbung as I do 

and parttcul i.plci 

may say that Ami 

paramount question, and 1 ».' ' 

er to pn 

therefore, m>r would I on 

Uon that even iqn ..rd coa 

only question arising In i 

olution, i»j whether its language b| 

enough toad' 001 srai 

I will Bay that, iu my opii 

to adopt that resolution just as It is, 

my people will indorse D 

or not, is & matter about which lam bi 

corned. I intend to disci 

them, and I leave them to be the judg 

I shall do so or not I think it- 

body , we should speak in & mild and c 

manner, both to the people of the 

of the South and to the General Gi 

Gentlemen, I cannot tor n moment en 

notion to raise my urrn against my d 

NoJ I would rather that this arm of n 

perish — yen, that this stami 

mine should cleave to the ■■■ 

than that 1 should raise my arm sigjui; 

erument. 1 "ill never ft 

That brings me to consider the I 
which was offered to thi- 
from Clay. My kindly feeling* towat 
tlumun, and my regard for his liprigh 
would induce me to support sjn 
tion that he could conscientiously int 
snpport. Acknowledging u I dot 
judgment, he is a belter Union man tl 
not that ho Is more devoted to t 
or that ho has ur . 
lor it, for I do not belle \ 
lives who can have a stronger attachm 
government than I have; but 
ability to imf -.vs upon the 

convince them that he is right, better 
As I am Just looking that way 1 hap 
with great pleasure, that one of my v 
is just now sitting by one of my colics 
for reasons I suppose satisfactory to hi 
great pleasure in trying to defeat me. f 
Allow me to say that I ran tin 
Blai i; Republicanism— under the rharj 
a RnbmiBsionist. Well, now I 
men, anything about these charges, i 
ceive, I am one of those remarkably gt 
cd men who can afford to be tin 
I don't care, so far os I am pel 
politically concerned, whut charge* « 
ries have been disseminating * gainst 
sir, 1 ask this Convention not to 
amendment, for the rea 
it is adopted it will force t hi 
of two conclusions . What .- 
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muli 
[rcnnistanees, to 
to any- 

;*uil everything. Why, sir, it reminds me 
Methodist lady who wonld go 
1 advocating the dortrlne that if you are 
tk you must turn tbo other in 
: f* smitten on that also. 
amendment pledges the people of Min- 
now tad for all time to come, that nadtt 
ice* will we raise onr arm against a 
Bg State or agninst our present Government. 
Why. gentlemen, my opponents used to tell 
i ■ i— in 1 1 1 why they wanted a sent iu this 
eution wns to place Missouri right upon the 
foe ED place Missouri right upon the 
: desire that the hands 
lie hands of her ei (teens shall not be tied 
i li manner as this. I believe, fir, 
; lo of Missouri arc capable of meet- 
[ any and all emergencies; bnt while wo ore 
ndnotw ntenuee secession, dis- 

, yet, sir, I hold it to bo my 
. of thl« Convention, not to tie 
hands of Missouri. Ton know not what 
Bey may arise. You know not 
may take place In u year or a 
I therefore ask you not to tie 
hands of Missouri in all time to come. I 
1 ■invention will not place 
; ! 10 eondii ton in watch 
of the State desired to place this 
m. namely: patting them in a conn h 
de with hands, that will endure forever,— 
t the people of Missouri to bo placed in no 
Ion, and I understand some of the 
u in the Lcgislntnrc were not Tory par- 
ir whether they placed ub in a church re- 
forever, or whether they placed us in 
[ pemVntfary at the capital of Missouri.— 
In the language of the gentlemen 
with ma on this 'floor, I say to you, 
for thedayis the evil thereof." AI- 
me to remark, that I am forced to tho eon- 
I that if I was to indorse that amendment, 
noold bo proper to brand mo with being a 
il snbroissionist, which charge I did not 
v up'in the stump, but I now deny it as 
lg a gross Insult to a gentleman of an angry 
Is I am happily one of those very 
IM men, Mr. President, I consider it no insult. 
10 now say a few words to this Border 
liion. Icame here, or rolher toJef- 
hoeCflY, having had an oath re-sling upon me 
ryear t the Constitution of the Unit- 

J bate*. That oath had been upon me for 
with my own consent, and to mo 
mstttrei! not whether il should be renewed or 
tig as that oath rests upon me, Iex- 
md act in accordance « 



1 can nothing about that renewal. Bnt, sj 
men supporting the Constitution of 
States, sworn as we arc to support it, lot me ask 
you if the inroad that is attempted 
made by this amendment [J first 

step towards getUagout-ide of the Constitution— 
cm (side of the authority of law? Do those gen- 
tlemen, after holding a Border State Convention, 
propose in any legal manner to have it ratified? 
No, not at all. What, then, do they propose? 
Why, they say they will present an ultimatum to 
the people of the North. What next? I will a«k 
some of these gentlemen. There yon find a little 
squirming. 

■ m v i k - The gentleman is not permitted 
to argue the minority icport. 

Mr. Fosteh. I hope the President will • 
me. Not being used to deliberative assemblies, 
and not being rouWu in parliamentary roles, I 
am liable to transgress. I will readily Miller a 
correction by your Honor. 

Gentlemen. I will not say anything about that 
minority report; but I will gt»e you the * 
warning as Union men, determined 
you arc to support the Constitution of the United 
and to discharge your duties toward the 
people of Missouri, not to ullow any inroad to be 
madoeither upon the Constitution of your conn 
try or the laws enacted in accordance therewith. 
1 guard you again&t it. btean.-e it tlOOfl Of the in- 
roads of secession. Its main object is to got you 
of the Constitution, and then they hare 
got what they call the "inside track" oi you, 

In regard to this doctrine of coercion I want to 
say, as I said before my people, that the people 
Of the North— and when I speak of the people of 
the North I mean the majority— have done us in- 
justice and wrong. They have, by their egisla- 
tivo enactments, passed what is known in many 
Northern States as the persona] liberty bills. They 
have in this regard acted u hud faith to«urd lha 
Government. They have acted In bad faith to- 
ward the people of tbo South;and in iln-lan- 
gnagc of th ose resolutions , I ask th em as A 1 1 . 
citizens, as my Northern brethren, not to persist 
In such a course. I ask them to repeal those ob- 
noxious laws, although I do not regard i he nj 
worth the blank paper upon which they m 1 1 
ten. I understand upon this question tn«> I 
tu lion of the United States and tho laws ■ ■:. 
by Congress, are tho supreme law of th* 
any laws passed by the State to the contrary not- 
withstanding. But I ask those States to retract 
them, and do us right. I beseech them — although 
gentlemen do not like to see n man sny that he 
comes in tho attitude of "submi?slon;" yet if it 
would do any good, and restore peace tu my 
country, I eoulJ fall down on my knees to the 
people of the North and aafc them io repeal those 
laws. I would in the same spirit fall on my 
i the people of the South, and ask them 



to abstain from their rash nets, so Hint this coun- 
try might again bo united, sod poaco bo estab- 
lished on u permanent ! 

y to the people of the North that 
i.jkve done us injustice, 1 say to our erring 
Km, have done us 
wrong, I think tfawaoti Imve been precipitate — 
Hot warranted by law, nut warranted by re f er r e d 
rights ; that they have, as Amerim 1 1 
dertaken to seek redress for the grievances of 
which they complain in a manner not at all war- 
ranted. They hare not sought redress by ta- 
king a legal position , uor by throwing them- 
selves back upon their Inherent right of revolu- 
tion. They have not done so. Six, I am one of 
those men that bellcTe, that, as sure as the sun 
rises in the east and sets in the west, whenever 
the Government fail* to accomplish the ends for 
which it was created, the right of revolution is 
clear. And I tell yon, sir, to-day, that, should 
that day ever arise, I will bo among the first who 
will act upon that right. But, sir, 1 can see 
nothing in the stato of things now existing — I 
can see nothing that is likely to occur— whi< -li 
will induce me to believe that It will become ne- 
cessary for the people of Missouri to resort to tho 
right of revolution. 

I my people when making the canvass, that 
should circumstances arise that would justify 
revolution, I should be heartily in favor of it. I 
have been asked, how long before such a stato of 
things will come to pass. I have told them, I 
answer not by weeks, not by months, not by 
years, but by circumstances ; and that when we 
should arrive at a given stato of things in which 
I believed that the right of revolution was the 
only means of redress, I should so declare it. 
Therefore, gen t| (.•men, I ask you not to tie the 
bauds of Missouri, We know not, nor can. wo 
tell what we may have to encounter in that fu- 
ture. 

Sir, I desire to say that if there is any one de- 
sire which I have before any other in regard to 
the demon of Northern Abolitionism and fanati- 
cism, or this fell demon of the South, Secession, 
it is thte: that it I could bring them within my 
grasp, I would bury them both in the bowels of 
the earth, or beneath the waters of the sea, so 
that no American citizen should hear of them 
again. I believe that peace could then be surely 
restored in my country. Gentlemen may con- 
sider these expressions are rather harsh, but, sir, 
as an American citizen — as a man desirous to 
preserve this government, I would liko to get rid 
of all these wicked spirits that infest my country. 

Then, gentlemen, in conclusion, permit me to 
remark, that my only desire is to assist in main- 
taining our rights and preserving this Union. If 
I can be any way Instrumental in preserving the 
Union of these States upon terms of equality, and 
restoring peace to this Governmcat, It will be- 



l-!o:v 1 ' 
1 ask no higher Unrels— I 
calling by anj people, or position in I 
any people, than to be instrumental in 
peace to our now distracted anil ot 
country. If I could see quiet reign on 
would say all is well; and I ask Miseon 
a position as mediator, situated aa sh 
central position of the West, to strete 
arms to the people of the North and i 
and bid them stand still and let the 

Saved. 

I hope this Convention will adopt Um 
report just as it lias coino from the C 
And I will take this occasion to say, Id 
impression should go out, that I hav 
the report very calmly and carefnlly. a 
there are some things which I should di 
a littlu different, yet as 1 came here as 
mise man, not intent on enforcing el 
own opinions, hut in common to dtlib 
the members of this r ■ I 1» 

it is right in the main, and that it oi 
adopted. I am determined to support t 
at all hazards. Allow mo to remark, ' 
I had been railed upon to produce sot 
incut. I have some doubt as to * I 
have met my approval as well as does t 
Taking it as a whole, and not itoppii 
ticulars, I do not believe the docun 
have been excelled. 

I know it would have been somewha 
had I been called upon to draw it up, 
nther see some things in it different, i 
tell you why. I was born of Souther 
and raised under Southern instituiioi 
imbued with Southern prejudice. Mr | 
and my sympathies are altogether with l 
I would tbon most likely have given thi 
more Southern coloring. Yet I never h 
my prejudices should lead me astray. 
discharge my duty towards my i 
I am satisfied. 

Gentlemen, I shall bring my reins 
I say to you, in conclusion, thatl intern 
by the Union of these States as long at 
any hope to be cherished for the prcser 
Missouri in the Union — and when that d 
shall appear which will enshroud in « 
gloom the glorious prospects of my conn 
and not until then, will I turn for imothcj 
Yes, gentlemen, I say that all hope mm 
tinguished before I will abandon my i 
before 1 will bo in favor of ft>i 
new confederation. My object, i 
my desire will be to reclaim our erring 
the South and bring them back into t 
of States, to stand upon the same Coi 
with its — to share our rights and enjoy 
privileges with us as they have done h 
I tell you, yon may call me a 
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d upon cou- 
id. I expect to maintain 
i ,kt nothing, citlii i in 
u I am fui 
fatal th. i Not 

Bid liJ 

laugh- 
yon to gee any such idea into 
; but it ki a principle that I consider 
know, Mr. President, tbutyou are a 
i, and that if the flag of our country 
ivcq though your hair bo whitened 
>d the elasticity of youthful leellng 
belicTe in my soul you would be 
ird on your sabre to-day aud march 
»ur country. So I believe tnu 
, g>mUmeu of the Convemioa. As 
blu self, I have every reason to bo- 
my grandfather served in the 
iry war and six month*. 

•nary reason to believe that my 
I in the war of 1812, twelve 
and there is one thing I did — that is, 
I the honor of commanding: a com- 
Mexican war in defense of that flog; 
• is any one desire which I have 
other desire, it is thin, that I may have 
sorane ic i hild who, when 

If my country is assailed, may gird on 
boahlar hit inuskct, and march in 
i lag of his conn try, there to in- 
that baDner the loyalty of the Foster 

L« flora — at 

ra. Ml I urn in furor of 

icnt of the gentlemen from Clay, bat 
different from many gentlemen in this 
Coercion il wrong in itself, iu my 
I ihink the weeding States Lad a 
paraie themselves from this Union. 
wrong, also, because it would destroy 
proper adjustment. But as to the right 
of this Union to dissolve its political 
with the Federal Government, the 
of 1787, which formed tho present 
1, expressly denied to ihe General 
l the power of coercion by military 
ltd under any eirritm- 
hatever. Gentlemen concede this; still 
!-• no express power in the Const*- 
secession. I have only to say that if 
> power of a State to separate from 
why o>k that tho Constitution 
tain a provision for coercion? 
statement of the question Em- 
right of Bcparutkin. Gentlemen 
great inherent right of every State, 
i t political organization, to 
elf as to its own political destiny ; the 
■ if self-government, which cx- 
i rmation of human eoustitu- 



tions, and of tinman laws, the great pi 

underlies, all repahUcoo mstltnttons. If 

! that 
rifbt| i» In- li notes «■ 3 ielded In the formation 
of the Oociwfl ration, i u it be said that they hare 
acted in violation of that instrument. But, Mr. 
President, in my judgment it matters but little 
n ih 1 ' States have withdrawn from this 
Union under a constitutional or revolutionary 
right: we have to dial with the great fact that 
seven Slate* have actually withdrawn from the 
Onion, and have fornied an independent repub- 
lic, and ore now performing all the on 
functions pertaining to independent govern- 
ments. Does it matter, so far as adjustment is 
concerned, whether tho separation took place 
under the one right, or the other. No man 
more deeply deplores this state of things 
than I do; no one desires a reunion upon 
principles just and proper, more than I do; but 

■Ideal m have been told that the 
which impelled the separation of these States, an 
more Imaginary than real, Is that, true, »ir. I 
imagine that the cause of separation is 
than many gentlemen suppose. It may not as yet 
have resulted in any great injnry to tho see 
Hiatus. What great injury had our fathers sus- 
tained in the imposition of a few pence duty upon 
tea imported into the colonies ? It was not the mere 
loas then suffered which impelled the colonies to 

I sti-p they did. Ah, no sir, it was ;i mo- 
tive much higher, it was a resistance ton ri^bt 
asserted by the British throne, that Parliament 
had the right to tax the colonies, when they had 
no representation in that Parliament; but it is 
said, sir, that the causes which have separated 
tho seceding States, ore imaginary. I will not 
undertake to enumerate ihe causes; they are set 
for: !i in the minority report of the Committee 
on Federal Relations, with a force and truth to 
my mind conclusive. The seceding States have 
acted upon tlie high princip: uee to 

ns of the Constitution by the North, with. 
out regard to tho actual injuiy which may hare 
resulted from Fnch violations, but I do not he" 
lieve, sir, that the injuries are merely imaginary. 
Tho fugitive slave low, enacted in pursuance of 
provisions of the Constitution, has been deliber- 
ately set at naught by the people of the North ; it 
is to-day worse than no law; it but lures hlra 
into the nonslaveholding States in pursuit of 
his property, which in ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred, is utterly fruitless— bnt that U not all, 
he is cast in prison, under the provisions of their 
personal liberty laws: but all this is merely imag- 
inary, in the estimation of many gentleman on 
this floor. But Mr. President, I am no advocate of 
war. Ah, no sir, far from it. it is a fearful thing 
to break up a Government like this. I shud- 
der when I look at the dark piVture 
of blood, presented in internecine Btrifc. In view 






of snch a picture, and to nrrest its horror 
*o surrender right, submit to degradation and 
dishonor? No sir, no. I nm asked tf I am not fa- 
vorable trt compromise? I answer emphatically, 
via, ! L>nt upon terms just to the South— upon the 
bftliaofthe frirtwiden —of amend- 

ments to tlie Constitution of the 1'nitcd States. 
9ir, I would not ilctnnnd such amendments in the 
tanpungc of entreaty, hnt in the name ofj 
in tie name of equality to nil 0M State* of ibis 
Union, I ran not a^ree with my friend from 
Adair, (for whom I have the highest regard.) 
that we should entreat and pray the men of the 
North to npeaj their personal liberty bill*. 
I would demand their repeal in the 
Dame of the Constitution of my eonntry. 
But, fir, what is to be the effect of reject- 
ing the amendment of the g< nileman from 
Clay. The tayiuduil will go at- oad that ■ Mis- 
lead i» ready to aid tho Gem-ml Government 
in coercing the seceding States had into 
this Union, whether such nn attempt shall bo by 
m\ open war or under the palby and miserable pn •• 
tflpM of *MeattogfiM Inn. If gentlemen are 
opposed to coercion, why not cay so in emphatic 
terms? How ninny members on This floor were 
originally from some of the seceding States ? Haw 
many from Virginia and Kentucky, and other 
slave Suites which, in all probability, will go 
*tM cdlng States? We present them the 
sad spectacle— when coiled upon by the Genera] 
Government to aid in coercing the seceding 
States— of presenting tho dagger to the bosom of ! 
our own brothers of the South, a picture which I I 
pray may be forever veiled from my sight. These 
arc the reasons, sir, why I am in favor of this ' 
amendment. All history teaches us the dangers 
of the military overrunning and ultimately des- 
troy ing the civil power. 1 am unwilling toplnce 
In the power of the President of the United fatal 
a military force to coerce the seceding States, for 
tho reason that it is wrong in itself, and for the 
reason that it blow out all hope of proper ad- 
jMtrdfitt. Sir, I am done. 

Mr. Buoadiiead. 1 feel it dne to myself as 
well as to tho constituency which 1 represent and 
the country at large, for whose interest we are 
here assembled to-day, to say something upon the 
questions which are now before this body; and, in 
dolne so, I propose to speak as nearly as practi- 
cable to the merits of the question before us. I take 
n to say that I should not have opened my 
month upon this amendment which is now be- 
fore this body for its consideration, hut for some 
strange doctrine* that I have heard advanced in 
regard lo the subject of our General Government 
and our common Constitution, When wo or- 
ganized this body, we swore to support that Con- 
stitution — we are acting as yet under the sanction 
of that instrument. Missouri is yet in the Union. 
Her citizens are yet bound by the obligations of 
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thai tattmmrat, aad we propose to oV 

[at least I am one who expects to art w 
who propose to do nothing} which ma 
the relations now existing bun ecu 
Missouri ami ttie Fedora] Governme 

It ha* well bean said by the Chs 
Committee on Federal Relations, that tfa 
i ftdiaatfoa hi established law is no' 
ing throughout our country to an extent 
Ion of the civilized gloh 
' men, and I believe, that this l« n 
of any failure in tho system of se 
ernment which our ant cat ore ad< 
believe, on tbe contrary, that it g 
of the fact that the people, the source 
in tab republican Government of w 
abdicated their authority — that they h 
up into the hands of designing men 1 
which they themselves should hold fort 
of themselves and their posterity. Th 
then, is before this body for the purpc 
countenancing any such doctrine, so I 
action is concerned, and the piincipli 
report go upon the idea that in attempt 
dress any wrongs which either our fello 
of Missouri or our fellow citizen* of a 
other States may deem they have soffe 
bands of the Federal Government, or at 
of their sifter States in this broad Got 
they can be better remedied within the t 
under the Qoactitation than out of the I 

Now, the amendment which is offer 
to the effect that we will pledge oursch 
furnish men and money for the purpose 
the General Government in an attempt 
a seceding State. Tho language emploj 
amendment is perhaps unfortunate, bt 
der.-tund— nil of us understand, and so 
now can fail to understand — the view in i 
qnostion is presented to this Comeutio 
meaning of tbe term " coerce" u use 
amendment. 

Gentlemen have argued as If those 
pose it will advocate the doctrine that rh 
Government has the power to make m 
State of this Confederacy. Bat that b 
issue presented by this resolution, and 
the question for us to determine. Gentle 
gone back to the debates of the Convent 
framed this Constitution, for the purpox 
Ing that when a proposition waa intn 
that body authorizing the Federal Go ret 
make war upon one of tho States, and i 
provision to be inserted to that effect, it 
down and argued ngainst by Mr. Modi 
ia said to be the father of the Const ituri 
is true. But why? For the simple rei 
this Constitution, this fundamental la 
people of these United States, was not in 
operate upon States, but upon individu 
framcrs of that Constitution had seen t 
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the el 

TJ8, and tlicy tM 

yrovfcla for * mure pcrfe<t Union. Under tbe 

poTteUm* 01 'federation a 

Italat couhl rim lie coerced— individual "lUfff* 

tn«- 8MB roold not be breed in |nv tsxta 10 

eminent, li triu a league 

mmtniffn, independent Stutta and not a Gov- 

uneat. sun! : iii tin: preamble 

!ii i ion . Hence, wben- 

i i. mine necessary lor tin- F. i!cnil(mu;i:- 

to nuic a revenue to carry on wor, or for 

f other jiorpose, it was accessary limit the States 

■vote a levy bj their Legislatures upon 

c^utenj. The- Federal Gov 

I no power to enforce it, or 

collect • dollar of revenue from thu clti- 

Ji" States, but afterwards, when tlie Con- 

Bjniluu met for fiie purpose of framing the Con- 

■ration of i . they declared in 

preamble of thai instrument that, "we, the 

a»|»l« i ne«, in order to form a 

I<ei (fed Union, establiah Justice, provide for 

common defence, promote the general welfare 

ad secare the Meanings of liberty to ourselves 

our posterity, do ordain and establish this 

They did not "form this league" 

and establish this "Government." It 

'He who ordain and 

■ nt, and the question very 

\j arov lion about the powers of 

r in ihat Convention, a* to whether 

vernment could act upon States or not. If 

ait, then they had nothing more 

- "f Confederation. But they 

those Articles, and determined that ill- 

of being a league among Statu it should 

Cottmni' 'in ora individuals. Heme the 

gave the Government power— to do 

? To levy and collect taxes, import! and nx- 

:. mod exercise various other rights Kith which 

are acquainted. It nlso gave the Government 

. lawn for the purpose of carrying 

lights into clfi.ci. How carry them In 

does the Government eflect the collcc- 
rerrnae? Not upon States, but upon in- 
w does it cany into effect thu Po6t 
' Not upon States, but upon in- 
1I"W does it enforce tho laws of 
n all over this conn try? Not by acting 
State*, but upon individuals, Hence the 
-minimi in that Convention 
haw stultified themselves if they had ad- 
wm a power or the Government to 
rnrupon States. They took away from 
Scales the poirer to declare war, to levy 
i -e», and to exercise 
Hjer fights of n • Lmilar character. These powers 
arcrved to the Government of the United 
anil the Federal Government was thereby 



brought mm direct relation to the individual citi- 
zens of all the Stateo. 

If the genthmi n will look a little further— 
1 have not recently read the debates in that Coven- 
tion— into tlioae debates which were hud among 
(lie e. i.e men who framed that instrument, they 
will find that ibis is the reason why the p. 
not given to make war upon the States. They 
will and that the leading idea of that Con v. 
was, that the Federal G" > iterates upon 

individuals rather thuu on Slates; and how for 
does it operate on individuals ? Let u» look ut it 
una constitutional question. It has been dcaM 
'.:it the Federal Government has power to 
coerce a seceding State. I deny that power also; 
but when gentlemen deny the power incorporated 
in that resolution, they go farther than the resolu- 
tions seem to Import- The gentleman from Ma- 
rlon argued that if the General Government 
undertook to collect the revenue, IbW 
would come. Thi.-, I understand, is one of 
his arguments upon the resolution. If I Inter- 
pret his position properly, it seems to mo to be 

: the Federal Government does on 
by which she undertakes to assert her authority, 
to execute the bvws of the United States, and war 
ensues, then that is coercing a seceding State, if 
anything is done by a citizen, in resistance to the 
laws of the Federal Government, and the ted era! 
liovernuient undertakes to exercise its an 
in executing its laws, then that Is coercing a se- 
ceding Slate. The idea of bringing a State 
back into the union — of compelling Louisia- 
na, for example, or Georgia, or Alabama, 
or Texos, or any of those pi >liiii al States, as cor- 
porations, to come back into the United States, 
to send Senator* and Representatives to Con- 
gress, la not entertuincd by any man. We do 
not pretend that the General Government should 
do any such thing. So far as Senators and licp- 
h.-etiui-iK;- j-i the Lower Boom m Nuarnad, 

the Constitution provides that each State shall be 
entitled tei her proportionate number, and if she 
does not semi them it is her own fault. It wiQ 
only have tbe effect of making her lose so much 
power. But I wish to meet this question— and we 
had as well meet this question here as else- 
where — I mean the question as to how far the 
Federal Government may call upon the mi- 
litia of the States within the Union, to 
put down insubordination in the seceding 
States. I say I want to define my position 
in regard to this question, I understand the gen- 
tleman to take Qh podlka that the Government 
of the United States has no such authority. One 
gentleman says that tho President of the United 
States is limited to the execution of the laws of 
tbe United States now existing. I admit that, 
and will take it for granted that the President 
can execute no laws but those now upon the 
statute books in regard to the collection of rove 
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im -. I/t u« look for awhile to see w). ■ 

-I i-. The Constitution provides that 
hsm pffWH i" provide for 
culling forth die militia to execute ilie laws 
of the. United BIN -, CD snppn-s Insur- 
■ad 10 repel invasions. These are 
three cUsttncI powers gives 10 Congress, un- 
di-r lfa« Constitution, in regard to this mutter, 
Tlic Ilr.-t is M the laws of the United 

States, the second RipjIRM llWUl JteHuB, the third 
to repel invn-i'h . II:'. y are separate and dis- 
tinct powers. The militiiimay be called forth for 
either otw of these purposes. F will admit this 
vim that, nnril there is a law of the United 
! by Congress authorizing the Presl- 
i !i!l forth theTnilltlsforthosc purposes, Ills 
hands ate tied, nnd he is compelled 10 merely use 
forces which belong to the standing army and 
i t lie United States. 
There has been a extemporaneous construction 
<•(' lire provisions of the Constitution. In 17!>2, 
:• General Washington's administration, 
the Congress of the United States, fur the 
purpose of carrying out tho power vested 
in them by those, provisions, passed a law 
the first section of which provides for the 
MN Of IB buuiUWfion against State Goveru- 
»nd for calling forth the militia of nd- 
jniniim Stale-. This law was made applicable to 
tin mes trtWfl ili-Kxccuiiveor the Legislature, 
fit it happened to tie in session,) of a State in 
which an insurrection had taken place, should 
i «ii 11 (..-hi tbePrerideal of toe United Scutes, and 

the- latter wns then authorized to e:dl ujion. the 
militia of that or an adjoining State, to suppress 
thti t insurrection. The second section provides 
tluit, whenever tho laws of the United States 
shall be opposed by combinations too powerful to 
be suppressed by ordinary conrso of judicial pro- 
ceedings, Ac, the same being notified to the Pres- 
ident by an Associate Justice or District Judge, 
ho shall have power to call forth the militia. 
Tli nt was the act of 1792, but the act Of 1705, 
Which was passed, if I recollect the history of the 
country aright, se-on after the whiskey bammo- 
tion in Pennsylvania, went further than this.. 
the second section of that act declares that the 
Pre si lent shall be authorized, tn case of combi- 
nations against tho Government too powerful to 
be Mippressed by ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings, to call forth the militia of snch State, 
or of any other State or States, as mtty be 
necessary to suppress such, combinations, Tho 
only qualification* on this power is, that he is re- 
quired first to issue bis proclamation commanding 
them to disperse. By thU act, you perceive that 
the power was recognized during the admini-tra- 
tion of Gen. Washington, to call apoa the militia 
of the States, and it was recognized in a Con- 
gress consisting of many men who had been 
instrumental in framing the Constitution, and 




who Ini'l participated in the 
American revolution. The ' 

try had shown that such legislation i 
it inn] been but one year befb 

Washington's adminl-tration, that I 
Pennsylvania rose in open rebeffic 
Government of the United States I 

. tag ihe eoUectton ol 
distilled spirits. Gen. Washington tli 
necessary on thai occasion to 
including the militia from adjoining 
the standing army of the United St 
press that in>urreetiua. The scene* 
I i ill d fur the pSMH 
very law, for I nasi 

was act 'tdied trpon by the exi 
of Pennsylvania to lend the aid of 
Government. 

You will see nt once, gcntleim 
there should be three distinct powers 
Congress, Why is it? Whnt is «h< 
between an Insurrection and a viols 
Inw? An insurrection Inchi' 
against Ibe Government and 1 1 
which lias been passed by that G 
Take the case above The 

that every man engaged in thur 
object of which van (ORslsl the law 
eral tl.ivernroent hi collecting 
was guilty of violating that law. 
it do to wnit until 
individual participator ? W M 
. oIIeeKd in large bodies and were i 
crful resistance? Would it do to nail 
man could be taken tip and . i 
laws of Congress? How is it in regai 
when they ari-e in larj." 
authorities abstain from action uiui 
engaged in that mob can be tried belie 
of the Pence and afterwords commit 
Indicted before a Criminal I 
viclcd? Sir, the very ; 
ty, preservation of Government hi 
worth anything, demands that it si 
power to protect it-elf against the 
nation of its citizen* of that cli 

for example, that, as has bei 
army often thousand men should at 
marching upon tho capitol at WhUB) 
is still the seat of our Government, alt 
Government and its present head are 
odious by many members in thi-i 0a 
say suppose this should take place, an 
should declare their object to be to i 
public archives, seize upon the publi 
desolate and lay waste the cni 
try— you know that every man eagafl 1 
spiracyls u traitor, and deserves a trail 
and you know, if he could be fair! 
would receive the futo of a traitor, 
But is the Government to wait 




;.ii process? 
iniment M authority to call forth 
id army of the United States for the 
of that in va Bog !... otaataaf 

which 

! dear to all the people yet re- 

onlfederMy? It the Govera- 

!K)wcr Ktli.it, 1 would not 

for melt a Government, But swp- 

Is upon the militia of a State, 

rail thnt »oerciun? Suppose Bootll 

r example, should send 

>y Gen. Ueauiegurd, «lio now 

forces, to Washington 

igbt he. - two months ago, 

ig». 8 tbar, that Virginia 

teaoiutiou that she would neither 

nor muiwi tor t lie purpose of coer- 

" r words, for Lhe 

iL-ing an nmiy to resist tin invasion 

raid occupy precisely the 

we would ci.turj- If w.i adopted this 

:i which is tried to 

t. Row, would that be on attempt 

' So one pretends, and 

bo argue in favor ol i In- amendment 

I J Ihut .Mr. Line i.l n ur an) body else 

march an army into the State of 

la.or ' r the parpen of 

itixens "f those I 

i have * 1 1 1 1 hands tir.l for nil time to 

ired for any emergency that 

In i'iir Juiy to our country, our 

be, our duty to our 

'U. n ho are now borne 

ilitary despotism, such as ha- wm 

icouti' 'landthiUftc- 

tlii'y shall cull upon us for sai ■ or- 

: hands tied down, SO as to he 

Federal Government in 

re, gentlemen of the Convention, 

tbo infamous military bill which is 

le Missouri Legislature, should pasa, 

larkson, who would bo com- 

>-|i.. u ii. I. r thai bin, should d 

ta in Missouri— that an insurrection 

■ ii yon Me till pot 

I law. The up h le.s of war contained 

ill lorn.-, and the Laws 

nnr relations in this State are 

all know that our laws then would 

men, no truer remark was 

ut that by i he Roman orator, who, 

of a great social conflict, declared 

the clash of arms the laws 

B as alaj. Gen. Jnckson dc- 

r an insum 

ler the 

8overnoror the Liouteunnt Governor 




else you may be subject to be brooch 
a drum-head court inaniol, tried, and liikeu out 
by a file of soldiers and shut flown. Genii, m™, 
that bill gives that power, beyond all question. 
Suppose such a state of things should > 
ind ne should know directly from the people that 
Ibc sentiments embraced in that bill do not rep- 
resent the f-eutimcivt* of the people of Mi 
nnd know, as we do know, tbd iti-iti'. i 
n; ' i hi ■ i lonstltntiou of Missouri ; then if an attempt 
is madi' in I Hither carry us out of the t'niun, 
under military rule, lie wunld be puilty of treason 
piuifry and we would not be bound by his 
acts. 

Then, where shall we look for protection? I 
want to be put in neb n situation us that I eon 
call up ,>n my Boranmmtta protect us ■.-., 
the treasonable plots of these men. 

I shall then nb.il 01 tn tho amendment. If one 
State of the Union may take this position, then nil 
mny take it. If Missouri may take it, Efllnoja 
in iv take ii; Kentucky, Massachn 

the Union may take It rtrej may all 
make II l not aid the I to*- 

crnmviu of the United S'alei in OHQBtiag Ul 
laws. Whai would bo the ■ The 

consequence would be iliutthis Government m on hi 
be broken up. That it would be destroyed: thai 
all ;iu!hority wouldbeat an end. Ii uTtoI 
proposj'inn, ihen, of the destruction oflh 
ernment. It !a the strongest urgument that has 

i used in fo or i 
SOB State can take that position, every State con 
Bafts' ii; ini.l if all the States of the Unii.n .an 
take it there is an end of the Government — an 
end of the United States of America, Ii Eol 
nient simply meant tlmt we would not at- 
tempt to wags war, igafaui " Btan hi Ii 

refgp < npm-ity, it would bo n differ in | 

'.ion. I '. 1 1 1 HUM i- DM wh.it it means, and U 

question we have to determine iu Cflgacd to it, is 
as to wbaj win be (be oonseqaenccs of taking 

Rich il position. 

Wh.l-t I ilui up, Mr. President, I wton to gay t 
word or two upon the other q 
before this body, [ bin 

which was made by the majority of (be Commit- 
tee Of Federal Relations. I have rend it care- 
fully. I have read the resolutions 
thnt report, 

Mr. Camhle. If the gentleman will gin way 
for a moment, I will make a motion to adj 

Mr. BkoAi'iiLAD. I have u- 
a motion, provided 1 eon have an opi>oni< 
concluding my remarks in the morning. 

Mr. Gaktt. Before that motion is put. I de- 
sire to say that for the dtapateb o 
KtaiatD rne the Convention laid better 

otiieu dm— thnt wc had belter Imvo one long 

'inn in.) short 

....tild move that the Convention hereafter 
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meet at 10 o'clock in the mornitiR and adjourn nt 
• k in the afternoon. I undcr-tand that no 
inconvenient will result to tin- members in re- 
gard to EbeJr dinners, u some of the hotel kecp- 
ers have on'mimced themselves willing In MBS 
form to any arrangement the ("invention may 
malic 

Mr, (Jastt's motion was put and carried. 

Convention thereupon ndjen 



TWELFTH DAT. 

St. Lochs. March 14th, 1861. 
-. ution met at 10 o'clock, 
rayer by the i'liuphilii. Journal read and op- 
Mr. ft am ii le. T sm directed by the Committee 
.' nil Relations to lay before tho Convent Ion 
;ion «rttct they have offend and report- 
ed, to be read now simply for information, that it 
may ba laid on the tabic and printed. It will bo 
offered ns an additional resolution at the proper 
time, when the report BOOMS up lor i im-ilcnitloti. 
The resolution was tlicn read by the Secretary 
m follows: 

it is probable that the Convention 
of the State <-f Virginia, now in .session, will re- 
mOcting of Helegntcs froni the 
Ibrttu) purpose of devising todie plan fbr 
the adjustment of our nntion.il diih>uliies: and, 
whereas the State of Missouri participates strong- 
ly in tin.* desire for Burh adjustment, and de- 
sires to show respect for i he v.-i-lns of Virginia; 
Therefore, 
fie It Rewhrd, Thnt this Convention will 

elect Delegates, whose dnty It shall he to 

attend at inch time and phici- n* may be •l--i_'- 
reation of the (Ha te of Virginia 
rm ih« meeting of Peleguie.1 from the Border 
and If there should assemble, then and 
there, Dolegatca duly accredited from a majority 
of the States invited to neb & in fere nee, iln m the 
Dclcgntvs froni this Convention shall cnt*T imo 
OO nfo roaoe with them, nnd shrill endeavor to de- 
vise apian for the amicable and equitable adjust- 
ment of nil matters in difference between the 
States of this Union. And the. Delegated ap- 
pointed under this resolution, shall report ihcir 
lings in such conference, and any plan 
thnt may be there agreed npon, to thief' 
don for its approval or rejection. 

Mr. Hrpciss, I rise to a privileged question. 

The intelligence I hnre received frommi family 

; -h ii nuture in to niukc it necessary for 

me lorcqiie-t leave of absence unill M"ti lay, if 

•* plca-mre Of the Convention to permit me 

:•■ P'tnm liorae. 

Tii t Ch a i u. It will be granted unless Obj 
it made, 




Mr. Bhai-kklford, of Ih.«;«rd I l.-ir 
m alec a statement to the Convention la 
to the QWStkOfl of mileage, which has 
before the Committee on Accounts. We Lave ha 
some difficulty in odiu-ting thi- que-.:i,.-. 
hold in my band ■ copy of the law r 

U frtslatUTC, which does not take effect i 
til the first of May. Although we m 
bound by the provisions of that law, yat 
would state that so far as the C> 
have extimlncd it— that is, the 
allowed to the memix.-ra of 
lure from each county— they b 
cpiitiilde nml just; more SO than the old 
of mileage, and I desire that it may bo read, I 
if there Is no serious objection tvfl 
of the Convention, why, we shall make 
urn- Tuw n basis Of our calculati i 
from the various counties herein nsi 

The recent act passed bytlr- 
then read by the Secretary, together 
amount of mileage alto wed each imin 1 
cordanrewith the net. After wblcl 
was laid on the table. 

M r. P.i: i > m 1 1 1 1 • i>. When I closed my I 
yesterday upon the amendment now before ' 
Convention, I had undertaken to show— aid I 
think I bad conelnalvely shown— that sofcrl 
this question of constitutional |k>w.t *«*« 

cexned, aodoobl Rust It inn 1 

the bands of the Federal Goi kmdl 

I say constitutional power, I undertook to i 
plain that it meant the com |n»r«l 

• the citizens of seceding States, and OMl 
ronstitntional power to coerce eec 
In other words, the meaning of this n 
is, that we aw &> be pledged If we • 
amendment to-day to deny tho pofl 
Federal Government to eocrce tl. • •: 

ig States in any emergency, I:i 
words, we deny tho 1 
power to execute any laws, ami 
power to Suppress insurrection and 
invasion. As to the cxpcdlen 
rising that power, tli nt is not 
and I am not here for the purpose of I 
this question us a qnestion of present ■ > ) 
(mi for Ihc purpose of showing the imi 
of this body pledging itself, on behalf of 
of Missouri, tli.it ii will resist any 
Fcdcnil ftovernment, in any emergvilct that! 
hereafter arise in the history ol 

lot; its plain eons- 
shown, I think, gentlemen of tin- 
that this power isu power noressar; 
serration of the very e 
ment itself I have shown, an l 1 
sively, that it i ornes within the . 
Constitution which gran I 
calling forth the tniliiia of U* 
execute the laws of the Govcnunaul 
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and repel invasion. I hare under- 
OW, and I think have - 
by cofi icm of those wise 

thai fundamental law, 

:iim t« it that I bare; 
1793 and the ace of 1795, by their 
Joed in the prearople, do- 
t i hey were act* to provide- for 
Hie laws of the United Stab 

in of insurrections and repelling 

showing by the language of thut 

was meant by the suppression of 

1 nu the suppression of rombina- 

my part of the country, and that 

> to be suppressed by an army, if 

'•temporary 
Of the Country showed thut they inter- 
t instrument u I now , !o, I will ad- 
ex authority, although I did not intend 
and read tin • f Mudi-ou or 

ir any body else, hue to relv simply up- 
Cjogrcee and the provisions of the Con- 
I have undertaken lo enow that 
Madison declared, In the Convention 
Bed the Constitution, that he was op- 
giving the Federal Government tbc pow- 
war upon a State, that be intended 
rnmenl should operate upon iudi- 
the State, and not upon the State in lit 
political capacity. 1 will read, bowev- 
purpose of tarrying; out thut idea, a re- 
e by Patrick Henry of Virginia— a 
name is so well known to every Ameri- 
, whose eloquent voice «u raised in 
the rights of his countrymen in those 
! men's soul*. I read from his nrgu- 
oia Convention which had this 
leration which wcarc now dis- 
oii v. ill recollect, gentlemen, if yon go 
history of i he formation of the Con. .ti- 
there wat & large party in the State of 
id other States which claimed that the 
vernment, framed under the Constitu- 
iu 1789, was a consolidated govern- 
was h parly in Virginia which object- 
; to the Union under that 
i, taking the ground that sac was ,-uli- 
benclf to a consolidated government; 
< . , rument, instead of being federal in 
I, was national; that the power was 
se head, and that it con hi operate on 
; that the people of the United 

res one nation. They ur- 
adoption of this provj 
irirutioi) upon that ground, but they di ! 
in debme that these powers existed. 
ien from the argument of Patrick 
. 
"-titution, Mr. Madison had 
intent in rapport of it, uudMr. Heu- 
inst it. lie said: 



" The worthy toemt>ersaid that Congress ought 
to have power to protect all, aud had given this 
system the highest (moomlam. Bui he insisted 
that the power over the militia Ml eoiu iinetit 
To obviate the futility oJ thi toctrioe, Mr. Henry 
alleged tliat it was not reducible to practice. Ex- 
amine I; practioe. Suppose 
an insurrection in Virginia, and suppose there lie 
danger apprehended of an insurrection in another 
State, from the exercise of the Government; or 
suppose a national war, and there be discontents 
among the people of this State, that produce, or 
llire.Uon, uu insurrection; suppose Cong] 
either case, demands a number of militia— will 
they not lie obliged to go? Where are your re- 
Served rights, when your militia go to a neigh- 
boring State? Which call is to be obeyed, the 
Congressional coll, or the call of the State Legis- 
lature? The call of Congress must be obeyed." 

That was the argument of Patrick Ib-iiry 

■ this provi -ion of Lho Oonatitabon, nnl it 
shows that he understood it as we do, and that 
Mr. Madison understood as we do. I think, (lieu, 
so far as this question of constitutional power is 
concerned, there can be no question— that when- 
i m i' bUHRBCttoa takes place ina given State, the 
General Government has the power to suppress 
ir. lean n«C how it may arise, whether by the 
hend Of the < lovernment, orby any eiiizen :•■. 
office in the State Government, or by a combina- 
tion of citiaen* against the authority of th OOT- 
eminent, it is mwrMCtlon, > 
Congress und understood by the Federal Govern- 
ment; and, if a State officer bead the insurrection, 
he is raising his hand against the Government 
which be has sworn to support, becuuse he has 
taken an Oath the Constitution of the 

United States, and thut instrument declaim thai 
all the acts passed by Congress shall lie the so* 
premc law of the land, the constitution of a Statt 
or State laws to the contrary QOtwithsta 
This, then, disposes of the question of Con 
tional power. 

What is the other argument of gentlemen in 
regard to this matter? AV hen men plant tie m- 
ipon constitutional provisions and r> fu-e 
to do what they think will he to 

i-tiiution of the land— aud are driven 
from the question of Constitution ul power the 
next urgument is, what? An appeal to revolu- 
tion. Because, if the Federal Government has the 
power to call upon the militia of the States to ex- 
ecute the laws of the United States, to en , 
insurrection* or combinations — if ii has thut 
power, and we pledge ourselves that we w 
obey HU h demands, then we pledge ourselves bi 
resist the Government — wo pledge i 
other words, to take the red right hand of revo- 
lution and resist the Gove nim in Are wo pre- 
pared for that? Heme the gentleman from 
Uuchanan (Mr. Hall) said this was an atc^- 



merit in favor of secession. When men plant 
them-clves upon tin,: 

tlon Hint tin'v uiii n-M-t and rebel agnfnst tin- au- 
thority of the Government — that they will en- 
gage in revolution, and for (he p in p o s e of pre- 
paring the minds of this Convention and tin 

I issouri for that dread arbitrament, they 
«PP*;il to Southern 7'reju dices. The gentleman 
from Marion (Mr. Redd) says ho will turn i 
np arms under Abraham Lincoln. Who is Abra- 
ham Lincoln? I care not what his nntcecdents 
may be, I care nut what hi, Intellectual powers 
may be: Abraham I.i the Prerideqt of 

these Unitci States; and when a gentleman pledg- 
es himself that ho will never obey Mi authority, 
he pledget himself that he will resist the (minor- 
ity of the lawfully elected i ' P the United 
Slates. 

Mr. Redd. Permit me to explain. My state- 
ment is this: |bsJ i i : w\\\ take up arm*, nor 
can Missouri, in my ju ' up arms 

under Abrab am Lincoln, to coerce a sovereign 
State to compel it to submit. 

Mr. BfKUpfcSA]}. Well, about Coercing a 
Sovereign State. Gentlemen are very indefinite 
la their meaning about this word coercion. If 
they would Jut tell ua what they mean by it, nod 
not jae nod to i ms on the 

mitjr.T or coercion, Chen I could nndcrnuid 
How do they meet thb tegument? 
They appeal to Soutlxm honor— honor is 
their naif. The gentteuum 

ROB Andrew says, I love the Constitution 
of my eonniry— I tore He Union of these 
StMt*— but I cannot sacrifice my honor! 
Wtnr honor? I* there any honor in i 

mofyon country? i, ;, a t All 

able men, and I trust wo are 
willing to meet it a- inch. Dnill>lk-s the . iti,- i, . 
fCVvn they resisted the excise 

tMrdniing the Adiiiiui.-tratiun of Washington, 
tli' ■n.ht their honor was invaded— (hey thought 
Ihey hnda eou^ifuiioiial right to manufaeiure 
whiskey our of rye and corn, and they fell that 
cm.titutional il^ht mi as dear to them, I sup- 
pose, as the right of the to take IiIj 
into the Territories. They doubtless ap- 
! to each other's honor, and forthwith took 
up arm* against the government of thai 
which not being strong enough to put them down, 
they (hen took up amis against the United States. 
B '- ■> ,,! ■" tee, when she restated Qui embargo 
b*itti honor m implicated, because 
""- , " *aa unconstitutional. South 
Carolina, in 18:2, when she misted the tariff of 
1S.-8, thought her honor was implicated, because, 
as she inppoNdj an unconstitutional law had 

an who resist? the ti 
tone excuse for m k man takes the Km 

How citizen on the street because lii~ hon- 
or reyoXrea him to do it. The poet has well mfcl : 



"So rogur o'er frit the halterc! 
VVIthpind oplnliui ix'Uie law.' 

man who resists 
ernmcat, thinks that in n 
Ing his honor! Wnylitt, 
about the Union and the execution o 
constitutional and nnoonstltal 
appeal to honor? Honor will impel 
What? To take, as the eenlleman fror 
fly explained, a RtJfa* in one hi 
sword hi 

•ItII I 'i oil. and imbrue our hands in frate 
and destroy the brightest proa p. 
arid or to bnmanirf, 1 1 
quiro him to do that? 

What is the nature of rebellion? is I 
destruction of property— the destrnclk 
so nal rights — the destruction of Dcrsonal 
the di--:rn.'ti"n of everything which is 
by men in thus world? Does honor ret 
do that? Does honpr require us to in> 
eonniry in revolution? And for what? 
lb* llovi'rnnuTit oi ihe Unfad State* m 
you to execute the constitutional bur. 
such honor as this I I take it that the 
t itei of honor require a man to be loy 
country, until a lime shall come when tl 
sionsofthat Qoverammt are *m h tin 
•'an submit to them. When the wron 
despiiiisrn may, from time to lime, inllic 
tm i >earatile, then, and not till than, 

m recoiling to revolulio 
his honor. 

Much has been said about sections 
yet upon all these questions we hear optx 
to the honor of the South, Now, gem 
think I feci si sensitive of the honor M 
five State as uny man. And as It may I 
priaie in this connexion, I desire to III 
claim to he ■ n nive of a Southern Stat 
bom and educated in the Old Dominiot 
my native State. I love her blue moan 
her green valleys. I love her for Ih 
that cluster around her at the pre* 
I love her on aecount of those veuprs 
she baa glvai not only to bless this 
the world— men who have been . on-M 
in war, first in peace, and tir-t In 
their country. And, gentle ■ 
Hon, if there is any bond of an 
tie< me to my native State stronger than 
it is that now, in this day thnt triM met 
npon the floor of her < onventfOQ, her 
her Stuarts, her Moor*, now stain] up for 
of their country, which thei 
them. 

I vill my a few word* in regard to It 
oflbcComn 
able doeuinent. I say, as ■ 

ile, they i 
approbation. There are some thine 
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' do, in that report and 
iMolir h I um raAle i upon 

■U «k particularly of that 

—■.Till I 

leh ncommmdi the Crittenden Com- 

5! extcndon to Ter- 
acqnirert. My chief objection to Out 
is that it has heen tried beton I 
the United States at various times, and 
h a have been 
it adopted, It has been «hown thaiir. 
tpprahatton of On 
nlirK 1 , that portion of itwhih 
try hcre- 
>i:wd. It wis submitted to tin- 
ted by tliem; 
tJtod to On P * c fJooffenneo and 
H was submit cl to the 
•»r Thirty-time ami they did not adopt 
si fjh i' is not Tut down 
Intion as an nltitnafnni, I think it may 
1 that effect, and will be looked upon 
>j.lc of til- MMiotry an an ultimatum, 
•her will not bo eatlsfled with any oth.T 
-t to its extending to a tcrri- 
be enquired , bMO'c I think it hold* 
ucement for further acquisition of tvr- 
Ij tend to involve us in 
other rouiitij. ■-., in order that slave 
ay be a -quired. 

• k into the p&«t history of the 

ijectiou to the adoption of the 

I am not prepared to any that I will rote 

but T will state thnt thia is the po- 

>U hi 'fore my constituents — n posMoa 

I wug i ! ■.cut in thia Con- 

and I Bttitc here my solemn convictions 

thai proposition, not only that it 

Wit thill no [;i 

it. However, wo are here in the 

Nn|MlMUl B. Missouri has a mission 

in tnr action <ir the present day. 

til 6ho can consistently with 

' bind to-cther the dis- 
sents that u in this conn- 
bring bar I, Rjle, the acceding 
bosom of th« Federal family. Her 
Is to hcrm-lf — to >ee what her own 
<■-, nnd to see vrhut po>l- 
net occupy. Heme, upon 
proposition, M fur as the Bet dement of 
, I ii m willing ro give up 
i of what 1 consider to be best for flic 
I of this object, tn the opinions of 
I m than myolf. 1 trust lam 
i quest! in divested of all pre 
' predilections and prejudices — that I 
:is a Mlssourian — as an 
Anl that is the position I m- 
Sianding here in Missouri — 



neither *ri*h the North nor with the South— stand- 
in;; in the bosom, in the mildh- of this great 
as American citbsens, aa MlaMBtfmi, 
it is our duty ns Missourians and American citi- 
zens to take a position neither with the one or nor 
with the other. I am willinsr to cast aside past 
predilections, and ere pple with tl,i- (Nat ques- 
tion, if I know mvsel", without being influenced 
by any such considerations. In the report 
has been i":i'i by thnt committee, I could have 
hoped thnt while Missouri assumes to sjcl the 
part of a mediator, she should assume the cha- 
rt* i« the part of a 
mediator? either to let bygones be bygones, 
and to say nothing: which nviy inilame the 
Of ono section or the other, or (o show 
the fault* of both. Hence, I ronld have wished 
that while that report undertook to denounce 
the party of 1,800,030 citizens of the Untied 
State*, who have elevated the present Chief 
Executive to the Chair as a sectional party — 
that while it was denouncing Northern men 
for opposing Southern men, that it could tlso 
have recorded some of the nets of the Southern 
politicians whin have been calculated to in- 
flame the Northern mind. I could ha/e hoped 
thai ih- y would not have failed to fornct that 
that great measure which wag canonised in 
the hearts of the American people, the Mlasoor] 
Compromise, which gave peaes to ■ distracted 
country for thirty. vcars— I conld have hoped that 
they would not bars fatted to recollect that that 
law was ruthlessly torn from the statute book. I 
could have hoped that they could not have failed 
to recollect the abuse which hai been heaped 
upon some Northern men, and parti-ularly upon 
that old sage of Massachusetts, John Q 
Adams lor Standing upon the right of petition M 
a constitutional right, belonging even tothc hum- 
blest and most fanatical of hi." fellow citizen*; and 
I could bare hoped that they would not have failed 
to recollect that there 1ms grown up, that foi 
years thsrc has been growing up, in the Southern 
mind, a system of tyranny in public opinion 
which has denounced and put down every man 
who chose to call in question the opinion of iho 
dominant party on the subject of slavery— a • >•*- 
tem which, while it permitted individual* M Hdfc 
on all other questions, while they were nt liherty 
to discuss questions of general political economy 
of morals and religion, they conld not talk upon 
litis one question ; and I could have hoped 
that the Committeo would not have fatted to 
recollect that there has been formed, in the mad- 
ness of the hour, in tic Southern Slate*, an or- 
ganization which has scked npon our arsenals 
and upon our forts- which has robbed the t 
ryofour common country, nnd which ts now 
Seeking to cover np In anarchy and Wool the 
damning evidences of la guilt. But I pass these 
mHWrtons all by, as sins of omission ntha Uyik\ 
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commission. There is one question, at least, 
upon which wo can all stand, and Hint i* the first 
resolution— that there la no cause existing why 
Missouri rliuull eo out of the Union, and dis- 
solve her ' OOnectJou with the Government Upon 
this question, as L said, Missouri is interested. 
Missouri ha? an interest of her own, end imi-t 
■peak for herself. And I shall euforcc that posi- 
tion by a reference to her present geographical 
position. So far as this question of si 
concerned, I shall enter ns tirtlo into it. as possi- 

t when gentlemen talk about violating the 
institutions of their States, 1 want them to 
talk sensibly upon the subject, and let us know 
what they mean. What are the institutions 
of Missouri, and what her position in 
this confederation of States? I admit that 
negro slaver}' is one of her institutions. But sho 

bar institutions, If tbey may be so called, 
w -hii-h are t- • ( n n 1 1 y as dear to her as the question 
of negro slavery. Ten yean ago she had 90,000 
slaves within her limits, and something over 
500,000 frco white inhabitants. The last census 
shows flint we have 112.000 slaves, and upward of 
1,100,000 free white In'haWtantl The increase of 
KuVW doing thai time has been twenty-five per 
cent ; the increase of our white population has 
been over one hundred per cent. Taxable prop- 
erty iii the State of Missouri ten years ago, ac- 
cording tu the <-eii-us. was 8130,000,000; the Ux- 

ii pern- of Missouri to-day is. $.'160,000,000. 
Her taxable property, then, has increased in the 
ratio of more than throe to one, her white popu- 
lation has doubled itself, and hor slave popula- 
tion has only increased in the ratio of twenty-five 
per cent. Now, will you tell me what has given 
this additional wealth to Missouri? Is il flu 

nopulation, when that increase has only 
iity-im p. r •, ni; or I* it the increase of 
the white population, when that increase has 
been over one hundred per cent? The value 
of slave property in Missouri, as stated 
by my friend from Andrew, <Mr. lludgins,) 

! iy, is about $100,000,000. The report of 
the Auditor of Public Accounts at Jefferson City, 
ed Ian winter, shows that the taxable 
value of the slave property of Missouri, is 
#45,000 000; one-ninth of the taxable property of 
the State, and less than half the estimate made by 
mv flrjeod from Andrew, showing that he is as 
badly mistaken In his statistics in regard to tho 
slave interests and slave property in Missouri, as 
Le is in regard to his doctrine of constitutional 
power. Where has this great increase in (he 
u lite population of the State comq from7 Tho 
resources of Missouri nre various; her interests 
consist in her a^ricullnrol, mineral and toin- 
mercitil resources. Her slave population is en- 
gaged in raising hemp and tobacco principally, 
but there arc mining, manufacturing and com- 
mercial interests, and who is to carry them on ? 
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You have within 100 miles of 

h to -upply the wants ■ 
tunes to come. It is estimated 
man, who has recently mndo that i 
investigation, thai there ore contain 

Iron Mountain alone, two liuudr 
million tons of iron. It is now at* 
city li.v- railroad, nod all that is 
velop this wealth is labor. Now, 
bodied man who comes to this St 
ployment Is worth t-,000 to 
come from England, Ireland, Ccr 
Eastern States, if be il indusiriousandi 
labor, he is worth to the State, in ill | 
agricultural and mineral wealth, $3! 
to drive all these means of we 
from a*? Where are we to get this 
developing oar resource 
the men to open our fertile prairies 3 
we to get the men to work in our 
workshops, and to carry on our comm 
ness. If it is not from the ovc 
States and Europe ? But if you moke 
member of the Southern Confederacy, 
email slave population, you con sec at 
all this population is driven off. V 
come to come to Missouri for the purl 
gaging in these pursuits, when tbey I 
to far as our political power is concern* 
lie subjected to the cotton lords 
Una uud Louisiana. 

Hence, as our report very well so 
a member of a Southern Oa 
bo i non-slaveholuing State in a slave 
ty, for slaves w i mill bedrj 
surrounded by a cordon of free State* 
our slaves would escape, ami slavery 
exist ten years ofter Missouri 3 
Confederacy. As she stands now, she 
i I I am willing to go as far a 
man to protect the institution of slav 
Stat* of Missouri. I have no prcjiid 
the institution. I have been rai«d »il 
tution, and I know fit. I 

owner r I am not bilking | 

other interests to the slave \i. i 
is the peculiar institution of Ml&sottl 
know that it is not true. I am not nil 
riftce to the slave interest, tie 
ing, or other 

not as a Southern man, but a- 
an American citizen. Dora at 
I know something of my duty to ill 
well as to the Constitution of 
But, further than this. Look 
tJon of Missouri in u gcograpl 
Here she is in the tempi-rate gone, tl 
tho white man, in the middle of a g 
and, whether you go east or w i 
lar itistiiutjons to those thai almoat w 
All these States waul a eonunuiiicati 
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id Missouri u ttie pathway through 
u«l trawl; and iliov will have that 
as certain as we will hare an outlet 
And more (ban this, efforts have 
me of connecting 111 
■ ■an, by means of a rail- 
that the rnaiih of the Indie* may 
bvp Of thi« country of ours. 
I stands in the pathway of nelsons; 
I thi* pathway most run, just 
fata. And do you suppose 
'ut«d interest of the East 
!, and I may say the world, will 
d have an interdict plan 1 upon 
iy. then, gentlemen of the 
hat Missouri cannot go out of the 
wold; and T think I know what I 
cpeak It, that she has not the 
out nf the Union if she would, 
nipt l.i take her out would 
« and civil discord. It may 
rape to take her out would result 
, and it may bo that convulsion 
e revolution anil death. But our 
mitted so more than this, nnd for 
ho Ls not wilting to die ? That man 
mow when to die, is not At to live, 
rulsion. Our ancestors 
ilic formation of this Government; 
lira, their fort nnes and their 
to maintain the principle- 1 >f copal i 
Ar« we willing to do lew? Are 
honor worth more than theirs? 
Conld llicy, bat three months 
mths ago, have .seen thi-i country 
r III power— could they have aeon 
; 'iice which but dimly 
•hiningraorc and more 
into the perfect day— could they 
elements harnessed down to the 
..lib of man — could they hnre seen 
rivers spanned with the triumphal 
e distant portions of the continent 
iron, upon which nn borne 
iwn to them, the peaceful car- 
. 
aid tiny have seen all theso 
mucli would they not have pledg- 
•rnal preservation? Shall Missouri 
I she coat the bark of her hopes 
ion, or will shere- 
ik she will, lirnily anchored upon 
Constitution, un.lcrtho protection 
I Hag? So far u? the i- conceru- 

iiecn requested to come for- 
■!inl upon this platform, in 
iy" stand li f'i:v ill.- Goav.-utioii. 1 
he backwoods, gentlemen, 

-losses, ten by twelve inches 
o, and having been in- 



to common with the bataoot or' this assem- 
bly, to participate in the hospitalities of gentle- 
men of S;. [.uujg — on one occasion, after a num- 
ber of us had collected, we were invited into a 
I'crtniii room in which tlo-n- sract mirror* about 
the sisse of that door, and a little gentlemen 
name would not be worth anything to yon on tho 
prv-eiu o. ens km, steped up by my bide, and said 
he. "I thought I saw yon in the other room." I 
looked aronnd and sow a very good looking man 
about my size, standing in the other room, and, 
turning to him, I said "I believe you are in the 
other room, too." Then, for the first time 
in my life, did I enjoy the luxury of view- 
ing myself at full size ; and I have no 
doubt that the exhibition I made of myself 
in the canvass lust summer, caused mo to 
receive many votes I would not otherwise hay* 
received. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, yon and I are 
called here by the people of Missouri, to 
tuk> into consideration the relations existing be- 
tween the State of Missouri and the Federal Gov- 
ernment. We are bore as component putts of 
the best Government in the world— a Govern- 
ment in which the rich man and the poor man 
have life, liberty, character and property, battel 
-on, ..I than in any other Government that has 
yot been made — a Government in which the rich 
man's son and the poor man's son, nnd, in fact, all, 
are better fed and bettor clothed nnd better etlu- 

r. .1, i ban in any other spot on this green globe. 
We arc here the proud recipient* of a Govern- 
in- -ii( possessing every climate nnd everj 
of soil, with all these lHes-ings, with everything 
that is calculated to niake men happy upon ■ anh, 
nml with all those liberal institutions under win. h 
we have been reared, and yet wc see men coming 
up here and deploring the condition of affairs 
i Init in. w surround us. Hence,. unne- 

cessary to spend a few minutes in giving what I 
consider to bo the cause of this lamentable state 
of affairs. We have different views from iliili r- 
ent gentlemen, us to what has caused all Ibis, 
You bear some of them declaring that it is becaaae 
a sectional man, with a sectional platform, has 
bceu elected to the highest office in the gift 
people, and we hear others say it is because of 
icit.iiii personal libeny bills that have been 
passed in Northern State-., nlii.-h . t at defiance 
!itn:ion and the laws of the country. 
Let me tell you what I think it is. Living in a 
. as we do, where the rich man's son and 
the poor man's son hnve like aspirations to at- 
tain, at least, the highest offices in the gfO of the 
people, pnrtylsm has, as a consequence, been 
growing up in our country from its carli.se histo- 
ry. There have been various party divisions, jmd 
for the lost few years party drill has become bo 
well understood, that a few demagogues and 
wire-workers and offlcc-seekorB have been mano- 
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ging this c«-. th e mosses have- been al- 

l tn ihclr own boatman, and paying too 
little attctni i 

! theeountry. Men havcbeldconvenriona, 
nave aflirmed tlieir action as the will of the poo- 
pic, when ilio people were hoi consulted about it; 
t?n y Iiiivl- |'l ii cd iu iionjinntioiL fur lne.li 
individuals who have never done nnyiliin 
title iliem to net a position ; nu.L when yoa and 
I hare ban j.liiu inj,', aad working "n i 

.in*— making rails — audi htdiridoala as 

these would carry out their plana and 

that we were disorgauiscr*; that we 

«w bolcen, going to destroy dha Whig 

or Dm" entile party, unless we acquiesced in 
their A-tioii, imil, rather than be called by these 
names, we have marched blindly up to Clio 
box ■gnlnat our belter Judgment, until 
•paalift"»tje.n, integrity and honesty have 
been left out i»f view almost entirely, ami HMn 
to the highest office* in the 
country because of availability and rvgnr 
ability. Gentlemen, I hope that we will survive 
this, and when we shall hare done it, then I seo 
a disposition in the American people to take 
their own came into their bunds, and henceforth 
conduct, things upon the old JelTersonian prim I- 
leel men because they arc hOUOfli 
and qualified, and who will do what they «&y, 
and not because iht y belong to the dominant 
party. Why, sir, when this Convention bill mi 
passed, the people were called upon to select men, 
and what have they dune? Bad as th 
have failed in some instances, they have done 
their best, and nfeettd the best men they could; 
and when they failed it was because they were 
I. T have been what is called an Opposi- 
tion man iu Southwest Missouri, because I have 
been acting agtiinst the Dcmoemtlc p-iny; >md 
when I became a candidate, together with two old 
I, everything possible was done to make the 
people vote against U on the ground of party is-m; 
but old white-haired Democrats, who have hither- 
to never fatted to vote the Democratic tick 
regarded thid appeal, and voted for men who 
they thought would net for the he.-t inn-rests of 
the country, permit mo to say here, that I trav- 
ersed the State of Missouri last summer mure 
than any other man, and when these dillh -nliies 
were coming upon us, and without any character 
■a an orator, without being entitled to »n> tiling 
of the kind, yet on every occasion, where I had 
on appointment, I snwold white-haired men, who 
hod never before tsik-n any purii'Ular interest in 
these matters, rushing out to hear what might be 
said, and lo sec how they might act for the best 
Interests of their country. And I now believe 
th'i' when we are again called on to vote, it nfU 
be for Constitutional Union-loving men, disre- 
garding former political tics. Notwithstanding 
you hear men talking dolefully abuutihe * 



tion or the Governmcr/ , 
It hi | 

will stand • .u ltd 

boon ever transmitted, u 
I hue bean trying to 
amendment to the 
report has toeu offered, for th 
■peaking ta 

my remarks as ■ lu-efv m I 
subject before the Conveu 
the debate has tak*n the courae It 
shall now, as othei 
io the report. I "ill try nol to be 
« ill promi» 

when I am done or not i will qtri 
I am done, [Lnu. i e are called 

. I 

and the relations that i 

Missouri :n; : 
the ri.-lit to secede, oi i 
ern mem In; fit a State bar 

undertake* to go out, as well as vaikx 
la which bare been bronght MJ 
ion. 
Now, what are tl 
ornmant? Ithasbten argued before yoa 
State has the right to m m been 

by others that ii has no such : 
I go into an 

well enough for tu bo conddet for a r 
whether thoae Statea that hare gone s 
really out of the TJuion or iu 
are a separata confederacy— an in.lej 
republic — our duties towards tin* peo| 
bo different from what th j 
are part and parcel 
I think I can satisfy any pea 
u to whether they are out or in. I tal 
that they are in—that they are members 
Union to-day, and thai they have no right 
nrnro their i 

How will I prove it " By snbB 
lion. The Constitution of ifie I'niiedSui 
for receiving new Beat 
infederacy. Now if Qeorgla, 
na, Alaliam i, Mississippi, Flo 
out of the Confederacy and Ibcy take a nc 
come back) would it not take mother orgi 
of the General Government to admit 
again, as it takes two to t 
It they arc in, although they n 
this duty— although they may bo in opes 
ion against the Government, am) 
may stay out, for ye. 
ready to do so, have the. to ela 

rescntatirrs and S t ioagcm, « 

odds of nobody as to win 
or not? If they li 
common sense, v. ■• me not pi 
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urther, 
«« g< ipetch this evening 

gentleman In this Convention 

; In a 

mil impel Mm to go there and 

i te ? If i hen Li ■ man fo mean 

to go there, then there fa a 

rnment an>I a General Constitution 

Band i -' n an oath to support, 

II make St your duty to go there, whether 

nt to g" m I '■ 1 1 bd I come to the eon- 

Oia: if we have to protect her, and admit 

•Xor* »nd Representatives into the gene- 

grew of the United States, that they art 

Although they are doing wrong", altliou^t) 

iy i.«e acting rebellions nod treacherous to 

rnment in the world, vet they arc 

hare a rhriit to all the bless- 

il privilege- that j ou and I have, whi 

■ take thorn. It is said, though, 

■ i ight to go out i and . vou hear 

■y some rent lumen that they have gone 

1 berate no longer morn hers of the 

tracy; . ottoman, yesterday even- 

■oed the legal right to secede, and others 

same position, and I think they must have 

i Inaugural Address of Maj, Claib. Jack- 

ii address he takes this position and 

T will not stop to argue whether they have 

■ i, i .m-iir, t hi t jrel they hare sec 

Jtlcmen upon this floor say they have se- 

y will not stop to talk about 

right. They remind mo of a mag- 

i the State of Illinois once. I 

11 ihro, and I have rever made a 

i a free State in my lite; hot in the dm 

mdcretand the Jurisilic- 

a magistrate extended to «_'0. On one 

i a GO appeared before 

tfetittte, and one of them obtained jude- 

r»r 130, TI nt says, "Why, 

'..-. e judgment against mi; for 

The magfartrate kept on writing. The 

pain said, "Squire, yoti have no 

iy to give judgment to thai amount,"' 

s mag oued writing, and with- 

iid, " Don't you see I have 

[Laughter.] It makes no odds 

nave the right to secede, but they 

' This is enough tor 3011 and me tp 

It i* a knock down argument that no 

B get io-'T. 

gentlemen who addressed you are great 

: 1 •.■words "Compact" or"Confedcra- 

They won't give the ilovornraent the dig- 

nment, buttlicy will call 

g confederation. It is no snch 

on before we made 
we had a Union before this 
meet was made and before this Con stitu - 



imni-il, iind that was called a Confed- 
eration — the old Confederation of S 

But this is mid to lie a partnership— :i partner- 
ship that any party has the right to ih" 
time. The Abolitionists of the North have passed 
Personal Lihcrty M Medial C 

tion ot tlii' country, and it is said we are no longer 
bound to the original agreement, and we take the 
living the partnership at pleasure. 

amine that for a moment. Take a law 
hip for instance, and suppose one of the 
partners has foiled to comply wiih the art b 
-hip, has the other partner the 1 
dissolve it M pleasure. Never. He has the right 
to make an equitable case and haw ■ :h 
ncr>hip wound up Ln a proper mam 
has no right to take it into hia own hands and 
dissolve the partnership at pleasure. To Illustrate 
still further, suppose A. and B. are part-> 
tra da in St. Louis, and that they have accumula- 
ted £100,000, S50.000 of which is in moaftj 
the balance in a stork of goods, not insured; on 
u '■• [tain o< JCWdflB the house gets on fire, and A. 
being near, and seeing that he can save the money, 
safe and sound, and knowing where it Is put 
away, rushes in just in lime to obtain it, and down 
comes the house, and away goes the goods. B. 
comes up directly, and congratulates A. that he 
has got enough to save them. I am glad, he say», 
since it is no bet.cer.that it is no worse. We can take 
the $50,000 and start in business anew. But, ohf 
says the other partner, you are not in time; just 
ttnu 1 • .iiiu hen 1 took a n»rionio dissolve 
partnership, and took out what belonged to me. 
|I.:umlitLT.] South Carolina took a notion that 
she would dissolve partnership and lake all the 
forts and treasury, without eeonKling with the 
other Slates whether they would agree to it or 
nut. Shu got ofl" with her part, and now we 
in y li-lp ourselves. What would B. have 
s.ii 1 to this man? Would he have taken a club 
and coerced him lo his duty? No. Ho would 
have said: you and I have built up a character 
and made a respectable show by honesty ami in- 
tegrity, and now let us continue; I ask you in (lie 
name of common sense and justice not to dis- 
grace yourself nod ruin mo forever, but come and 
divide the $30,000 and let us go on, and with 
our character at homo and abroad we can 
extend our credit, if wo only act like men. 
Suppose B. should say in reply: "No, sir, 
I dissolved the partnership, and I had a 
right to do so; you were not here to get your 
share, and you can get none of mine." What 
do you guess he would do ? He would go to the 
Clerk's ofllco and obtain a writ— not a musket 
and bayonet — but a civil writ, nnd commence 
I v ni process to obtain his part according 
to the laws of the Government. "Oh, >'■-, I 
understand you, bnt I say no, — you 
are a cocrcionist." I stand in faror of tho 



Constitution of my country, the Union oft In- 
states, and the enforcement of trie laws, and if 
'B, you eon have it for what it 3* 
What kind of a position would we be 
plm -id in if «o ioul.1 not do it? The strong men 
would rtiK- the weak. If we cannot coerce by civ- 
il process, I want the Government broken op It 
is not worth anything. Its force is gone. And 
we might as well be without any Government at 
all. Bat I um one of the last men who d 
send an army into the South or to send civil wax 
into the country. But we are asked how we are 
going to enforce constitutional law when 
ccrs have all resigned ? We are not gain 
it at all, if there is no ono to do it. How would 
Judge Breckinridge, who is Circuit .Indue of this 
District, have the I. I i hen' if men were 

all to become so corrupt that Grand Jnrors would 
not rind bills against murderers? He could not 
do at h all. When the people become so cor- 
rupt that their oaths to the Consli- 
and the biessinm of this 
•imcnt will not force them to do their duty, 
I suppose they would suffer as well as we. We 
will not sand an army to foroo them to el 
cers, but wc will bold still, and contend for bless- 
ings that you and I can have in this country a,-- 
long as Missouri has the honesty to enforce the 
laws. They will probably want the laws enforced 
as soon as we will. 

There are men. here to-day, gentlemen, in Ittfa 
city, from Georgia and Mississippi, and they 
sny that tho people of their country are tired 
of the reign of terror there — that the people 
intend to hold on, until oloction comes off, 
and thin they will try and vote down seces- 
sion and revolutionary movements, nnd if they 
cannot do that the time will come when they will 
walk over the dead bodies of these demagogues, 
if need bo, and come back into tho Union. The 
people have not been consulted in these Southern 
States about going out, but these lenders and de- 
magogues, ( t call things by their right names,) the 
traitors have taken them out without coiiuuliinc 
the masses of the people- I know gome gentlemen 
say that I ought not to use these harsh terms to 
the people of the South, nor will 1 to the masses. 
There have been parties in this country, the 
masses of which intended to do right. The 
people of tho South nre patriotic and 
Union-loving as you and I, but they 
have been misguided, many of them, and 
the balance have been forced Into submission, I 
say here, to-day, without fear of successful con- 
tradiction, that if every officer of the United Suite.; 
were to resign, if every member of Congress would 
resign to-day, and let tho election come off in 
thirty days from this time, and let Congress meet 
in sixty days from to-day, they would not be 
there ten days before every difficulty would bo 
adjusted. The people of tho North and South want 



tn do what is right, and they will do it w 
get a chance. 

But we are told In has bee 

ea a section" I 'an -leu his pe 

on a sectional pi 
He was elected by a little more inn 
the people of th" United States, i 
several ■ In 

form, that aided hi* election. The | 
Missouri, and Die people of the Souther 
aided in electing Lincoln. Not directlj 
did not vote for him, but by rating fori 
other candidates they assisted in his 
There were 100,000 votes thrown for l.ii 
on the tariff question, und many voted 
because of the corruption that had 

placet) Of this Government, and t 
no other chance of defeating tit 
in power. When I say the present part? 
to lie understood I dp be De 

parly is corrupt, but it has been 
men. Corrupt men have held offi- 
than give them up they would see the 
went crumbled into dust, I 
was to run lo-inorrow against Bell i 
would be beaten. Why do I come to (hi 
sion. The North polled nearly 400.00(1 m> 
against Lincoln than the Boruk. We u 
breaking loose from a body of men who 
cation have been prejudiced and n 
wc find that in the North there were no 
000 more against Lincoln than we 
him. Then, when we cut ourselves lot 
that element, we moke them enci > 
sion, and foreigners. 

And what else have we done? We I 
strayed the commerce of the United 
What kind of a Union would the North 
self, commercially? What kind of I 
would the South be? Our interests ore 
have one destiny. The God of X 
so arranged it, that so far as oar want, a 
cerncd, our want* should ' 
South furnishes its cotton, it- 
sugar to the North, ami receives ii 
the wheat and the corn, and oil 
produce. But cut the Govern o 
and what do you sec ? Every mule that 
here will have to be taxed— a portion 
mule and every hog, nnd whatever else 1 
will have to be taken to support this gov 
in the South. And when they son I 
to as, instead of getting the full ; 
now, tbey will have to have a portion tak 
help protect tho tariff revenue of the ! 
confederacy. Now, sir, wc- are groonin 
the burthens of taxation as one people, ■ 
any man of sense suppose that we could 
two governments, when we are now fe 
ing at the cost of supporting one. Thii 
was and is destined to be one grt c 
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make beautiful appeal. 
; yoa will |UH them say many 
[ w:itii you to notice 
, HiAt the man who saya the most 
tbut, is just Axing tor 

he gets through. [Laughter.] It 
< !.ition to my constituent? for 
MS my detolion to the Union and 
I Stripes, and then give such rotes as 
the country to death. When a Doctor 
a patient, he talks learnedly uboat 
and feci* the pulse or examines the 
makes yon believe bo knows all about 
m be comes to administer ad* 
ppens to give him strychnine or ar- 
pOMthe high-toned terms tho Doctor 
not prevent the laws of nature taking 
Now, sir, 1 want to alludea moment 
<jrks I make will be 
because so many able gentlemen have 

from Clay, [Mr. Moss,] who I 

to say is a devoted Union man, 

mdment to the resolution Which 

■easing not contemplated by the origi- 

,. Let us examine where this amend* 

lead ni. I think its doctrine 

dcjrn. mmeM. I tliink we 

right to enact a law ot this character. 

ii of the United States, 

that Congress has the power to levy 

ixcs, declare war and coin money, 

u other things that the State of SI i>- 

do at all. Yon and t are subject to 

ting power, thn I Missouri has nu thing 

' through her Representatives in 

id you and I cannot help ourselves, 

tc of Missouri doe* not help herself, 

ies it by open rebellion. Then she U 

m, bci arise we have a law over us. 

nnot pass a bankrupt law, but the 

ra did, and all the people wore 

It. The same day that Missouri 

State she became a portion of the 

i, and I believe when Missouri ac- 

ortranie act she said : "This act shall 

rated without the consent of Congress." 

not sovereign. Let us examine how 

lace herself by the adoption of this 

There have been a good many dif- 

■pposc-L Now, suppose these States 

ne off to maintain their indopend- 

ie all the powers of Congress were 

bear In favor of muintuiuing the in- 

of this Confederacy — suppose they 

here and invade Missouri for the 

conquest — I suppose we should be 

r this amendment to stand still, with 

, and when we see our houses on fire, 

eigbbors swinging to a limb, and our 

hildren massacred by these warriors 



from the South, we dare not raise our hand. L- not 
that the po>iiion we would be placed In b) thi,. 
amendment? Suppose the eitiieni ol 
■nd 1 believe they are the moss noted people of 
the North— should come here and steal our last 
nigger, and then get Illinois to secede, and 
we were to call upon the General i.n- 
eminent for aid— and I hope that sra lave 
got a General Government that we can 
eafl uiM.n, for we have not hud heretofore 
in this respect — for I remember, last 
year, a gentleman who is a member of this Con- 
MBItan, tried the operation; Ho hod a negro 
who run ofi" to Chicago, where ho found him, hot 
he was rescued by free niggers, and be then ap- 
plied to tho General Government to send troops, 
as Fillmore sent troops to Boston; but his request 
was received wish silent contempt. And here let 
me say that, for the last eight years, if the 1 1 cm 

Of the United States had enforced i lie Fu- 
gitive Slave Law in the North, there would have 
been none of this difficulty in the South to-day. 
All we lack here to-day, to constitute us the best 
government on earth, Is to have a President who 
has nerve enough to enforce the laws North and 
South. 

Well, suppose there is n right to secede, is it 
our interest or duty to do so? Vou have heard 
various estimates as to how much negro property 
Missouri has. You have heard that she is sur- 
rounded by three free States, who would be back- 
ed by a hostile government in case of secession. 
What kind of a predicament would we then bo in 
in regard to our negro property? Notwithstand- 
ing, I could get good certificates from home, and 
from great men all through tbe State of Mis- 
souri, that I am a respectable Black Republican 
in good standing, because I last summor df 
and renew tho declaration here to-day, that I am 
r --it' I y to uid Mr. Lincoln in the discharge of 
any constitutional duty, I say to you, I am in 
favor of the institutions of my country. I am 
in favor of the institution of slavery, and 1 
you here to-day that the institution of slavery 
baa advanced this treat Government far ahead of 
what it would hare been had it not been for sla- 
rary, I believe, before God, that it is calculated 
as a blessing for black and white men both, when 
properly conducted. Slave labor is adapted to 
the wants of the South. It would continue to bo 
a blessing if we would only quit this agita- 
tion on tho subject. But if we cut our connec- 
tion with the General Government, M ilie 
interest in slave property he 45 or 3100,000,000, it 
will be wiped out within one year after such a 
severance. Then it is not for the interest of 
Missouri to sever her connection with the Federal 
Government. The only salvation for the institu- 
tion of slavery, is her adhorancc to the Govern- 
ment that proects slavery. Now, if they go to Illi- 
nois, we get some of them back; hut in case of 
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iii, we get none. Tlicn, as :■• 
; .omctbiug to attend 1. 1) 
well as our btttrat I will iilu-tnii--, and in doing 
K>, irU show the point of coercion. Suppose a 
company of these delegates before me associate 
tl 1 1 ui-i.lv.. i together Tor the purpose 
iIil pi tins to California. Tiny .stun, and on the 
way encounter difficulties and dangers, bu 

elves to stun <t by each other. By 
and by ilic dangers become go great that u por- 
tion begin to feci unsafe. But just about this 
time there comes along a company of gam- 
blers, drunkards, and tubbMj that have numbers 
suillcicnt to protect themselves against ihe In- 
diaas and the, bud nhite men. Sonic of thodis- 
affected ones in the other party see ibis, and associ- 
ret «iih the guinblers and robbers, 
Without consulting the balance, and nny at- 
tempt to get them buck would be met by tho 
declaration that they had the right to go. 
dugs ore carried to Bucb an extent 
■mid -by the other party is coerced entirely 
and compelled to join thin party of gambler* and 
drunkards and robbers. Jnst so tho South are 
acting to-day. They claim tho right to violate 
these pledges, and now invite us to go with them; 
bin I mil in hopes a report will soon be forth- 
coming that we can't trade. They invite us to 
do what? To abolish our Blave property as 
Missouri, Kentucky, anil Virginia will be forced 
in ii ';lii-» join a Southern Confederacy. They 
,b-io u> to do iln> iii order that their own slave 
.y may bo protected. Now, are you willing 
to be forced to do tbat which you do not believe 
Is right? 1, for one, intend to stand by the 
Union ns long as there is a solitary Slate that 
will stay with Mi-.-wtni. I have boon told that 
nd and other States, by so doing, would 
have to pay tho public debt. I believe these is 
an intimation of repudiation. 1 see, in tho 
Southern Congress, that if Lincoln will treat 
Willi them, and make nn equal division, they 
will pay i heir portion of the public debt, but if 
he don't do it, they won't pay nay of it. As 
Inn.; as MUsouri or any other State shall re- 
main iu the Union, lam willing they should as- 
sume tho public debt. I know they will becMt 
to pay it eventually, as well as I know I sh ill be 
able to pay all the debts I owe the citizens of 
Given lounty — and, so help me God, if I never 
pay my debts, I never » ill deny ihem ; I will give 
a new note as long as tlicy want it. And so long 
oc Missouri stands in the Union, 1 will pled ge 
myself i bat every dollar of thepublie debt shall 
be paid. 

I want you to understand that I expect to live 
ami die a citizen of tho United States. I do not 
expect to ever go out of this Union ulive. What 
great BM would m be to the South? We should 
have a slave code upon our statute books and not 
m slave in the State. We should stand hero sira- 



bolemlin foi i 

1 1 rm men from going down Soatli ai 
ter.j Aodib 
want. They know, >ir, tbat \ 

■-ee and Missouri U 

tnd if a Hoi . 
undertook to travel over these States it wi 
sometime before tho wives and chil 
South would be put to (light bj 
hence, they want us to ot-nui heic ft a 
work. I am unwilling to d 
going wiili ihe Forth, arc yea " I 

nig trotting about 
body. I am going to stay right here, wl 
God of .Suture placed u r as m 

concerned, neither go Not 
I look forward to the tine when 
wandering States will come bm k, hanr 
the error of their way and without fa 
back "Oh then iX" I am for the Coo 
the enforcement of the laws, I am a coerr 
No. sir. To illustr.ile my character in B 
whipping, though it may not be a grca 
to myself— I bad u coup 
to sixteen years old, who ran away fruin 
day, and then it was, I felt as 1 turret 1 
before. But my faintly was not dirsol 
still had a family. The balance of us did 
away. Before night, •• a cairo 

I put him on a horse next tnorniD 
gave him another horse, and some 
to pay his expenses, and sent him after hi 
er, and when they both came back, in | 

i iig blood, 1 shed tears. 8i» I would 
wards these Southern States. Although tl 
done wrong, although they have acted 1 
the Border States, yet I hope to see ibel 
back after their pride is out, in order thai 
Acuity may be settled, and this Gov 
continue the best on earth. Now, [tied 
ludc to certain argument 
here. The gentleman from Platte, l 
a speech, in which he takes tl; 
if force it employed, all hope of 
gone, lie then talks beautifully and I 
like an individual without hope, 

•• If hope te df ad, why seek t» llv» ? 
What tine befiat ha* faith to b.1t»? 
Idfo, love, tint youth ma beaotr, toe 
1/ borre hii ileal. «»)-. what ar- 

I do not understand, however, that the 
lttion says all hope is lost. I have hope t 
will bo a settlement, without a fight ; i»m 
be a fight, it will be rocb an one a* Mm 
not talk about. But I yet think tho dLfflc 
be settled mid that this Will yet be l 
with a republican form of gov 
But if the Government cannot be saved, 
last hope of the capability of ma 
himself is destroyed. And 1 suppose it 
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can be found 

I" I' ■■ sl:nt .it in onlci 

Hi on I believe the genflo- 

tan C- tow remarks, and J briefly 

|i one i II'.' says If we 

herald be required to stain 
Mood of oar broth* 
■■Id do", regret It more than I would regret 
! same time, I should regret iliac my 

■ ressiuy to stain his hands 
f blood equally as much, 
rill no«- ■.'-.' ntletnan from Andrew, 

ffadgiss.) and let me hen.- say thai his «ea!, 
he mad>', not i:i defense of hla 
Bry, but if secession anil rebellion, 

▼• a better cuu^-e. I say it was an able ef- 
and the cause which lie advocated will not 
I batter advocate ilinu he. But I will notice 

■ml try to do dim no In- 
sa, for I believe he has obtained leave 
ibtencc, and Las left. He says he 
racauds the sovereign 

b> powers on the Federal Govcrn- 
L 1 don't understand any sm-h tiling. 
faratsP'l the • •moral Government i> a Gov- 
rat made by the people of the Ctdted Btales, 
bar it* powers are from the people of the 
at States, and not from the States at all He 
Rami he docs not believe that leader* in the 
I are traitors, but that they act from princi- 
ad be admires their patriotism. I think he 
hare been reading Gov. Jackson's Inaugu- 
tdreas. He says, "I will not pretend to jus- 
■e conduct of South Carolina, but I say she 
■Criotic State." A patriotic State 1 A Stale 
la* lorn down the stars and stripes of our 
rj — a State that has run up the maigniflcant 
rtto dig — a State that has fired into the vea- 
l/the United States. Oh, that's patriotic. I 
te people of South Carolina are patriotic, and 
I bo doubt of It, bnt I eay their leaders are 

at, 

isKllemiui from Andrew says, if the four- 

•tare states atl go out, he wants Missouri 

Lbem, Now, I hope the freemen of 

art will lie actuated by higher motives. 

i oppression become so intoler- 

a*e are reduced to the painful 

of revolution, we will enjrago in it, 

it because 01 go gut or revolt, 

I believe is tlie only argument which 

ontlcnutn offered why we should revolt. 

would be not make a great juror? Suppose 

».l eleven others impannelled to try 

charged with the crime of murder. And, 

boari'i'-' many, and argument of 

ft, the gentleman fro*n Andrew comes to 

.0 that the testimony is not suffi- 

o «ati« f y his mind of the guilt of the eriin- 

Ilut U the other ftkn en jurors say he ought 

hncg, would not his argument take tho 



gontleronii with the current, ■ a man 

he shonld die. If w* 
becanso other States do so, are we not for se- 
cession in the abstract ? 

And right here, before 1 conclude, let me say 
that this Convention seems to have disappointed 
those who hare called it together, consequently 
they are talking about repealing the law. 
thought that by calling this Convention 
could take Missouri oat of the Union, ns the gen- 
tleman from Buchanan tho other day tnily 
I say truly, becuu-e the bill was rushed through 
with hot haste, and without time to ft D i 
the people had bnt few days to prepare; bi 
rallied to tho standard, and sent np n Com 
p Missouri In. 

Gentlemen, I will try to say but little, if any- 
thing more, on this subject before giving my vote. 
I hope we shall be able to do our busim- ■ 
week. I want to give my hand to Virginia, Ken- 
tucky and all tho States that are doing what they 
ran to preserve tho integrity of this Government, 
and will ask them to be with us, and not go with 
the States of the South that have gone out of tbi* 
and I am for telling them that wo will 
stand by our Government as long as there is any 
hope of maintaining its integrity; and when we- 
an forced to go out we will do it in bitter anguish 
and not In joy. It is said by some gen 
that this Convention is all Union. I do not think 
so. But while I do not think so, I hold that those 
who are not for the Union havo an equal right 
with me to take the course they see proper. All 
I desire is, that every man should state his posi- 
tion openly and firmly. If ho is for the Union. 
it bi hit. duty to say so. If he is against it. Jet 
him say so; but let no man say he is for the 
Union and vote againut it. 

Mr. Redi>. Mr. President and gentlemen of 
the Convention, it is well known to you that I 
entertain the view that a State, when its comti- 
totional rights have been trampled under foot, 
institutions endangered, has the right to 
declare the compacts that nnite it with its sister 
States at an end. I did not desire to discuss that 
question for the plain, palpable reason that, 
under my view, that right does not spring np 
until a state of case exists under which every man 
who is not for unconditional submission would ad- 
mit that the right of revolution exists. Bat while 
I would concur with a largo majority of this Con- 
vention, and of ray fellow citizens of Missouri in 
the existence of n right to defend the Constitu- 
tion and maintain our institutions, if necessary, 
out of the Union, and by force of arms. I did not 
desire to enter into any controversy with them aa 
to tho name by which that right should be called. 
I was willing they shonld call it revolutionary 
right, because revolution ha* no terrors for me. 
If a state of case arises in which, in my jndg- 



130 



uuj - mTnl 'in thi ifi, ond 

Bftbeii Citll I 
of arms, I Kfty, to cull that a revolutionary act, 
bus no terrora for nic. I core not for a name. I 
did not Intend in dl km at oil; but 

I have heard Southern n atliern States 

denounce] bs tndtan ta Bu&r country: [ have 

tgil papers of that character, nod I have heard 

h urges reiterated and detailed hen. and I 

deem it bat an act of ju-iice to I ass this 

. [ Unuiv, irmitering that dh 

.under many and § i vantages. As 

been a farmer, raided up between the han- 

a plow, receiving only to. b in t ta 

U w». received in my day at an ordTtUD 

aol, [ bare to niec-t hero min of giant la- 
men of an Intellect < 
l ti of a national renown as statesmen and 
jurists. I state this, gentlemen, that if I 
fall In bringing; your minds to the conclusion at 
!, you may attribute it to 
the true cause— tho weakness of the advocate, 
and not any defect In the cause which he pleads. 
''ii, upon the deiermina- 
arhkhthii whole comfnininy rests. Ton 
hare board it announced from this stand, 

f tho United 

by the people of tbe United 

liinity. If thai be t me, then 

many of the eon' l Eba gentlemen 

•^icol sequence o' 
tion lint I deny that it is true. I cholhmgt 
them to flic proof. This i I DO! n logo! question— 
it is a question of fact. Who I 
tion ? I fay It is not a toga] question, ti 1: 
it. What its effect Is, is a legal question. Bat 
the queftion, who made it, is one of fact, as 
much us the question when it was mode; and itis 
ion to be determined, like every other fact, 
pealing to historical evidence, fieatlwaen 
'ul before >■•• i and tho only 

i e they can produce, to euislain their prop- 
osition. That evidence is contained in the recital 
of the Constitution. It is contained inthopre- 
embloef Mut instrument I admit that the in- 
strument upon its face recites the fact that it wtu 
by (he people of tho United States. I admit that 
that recital is prima facie evidenre of tho truth 
of that fact ; for I desire- to moot thi) question fairly. 
I desire to give full weight to all the evidence they 
can adduce to maintain! their proposition. Then, 
I say that recital is prima facie e 
fact. Bat it is not conclusive. Any instrument 
may recite that wbkh ii untrue, if it has man for 
its author. Tho real question is, is that recital 
tnu .' And it can bo decided only by appealing 
to historical evidence, 

lam sorvy, gentlemen j that my health is in 
inch a condition thai I a-.* this quca- 
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mrju lgmen 
believe f i an demonstrate. It i* this; 
instnuni Bla'es 

States ; that it was made by States, wt 

time of making it, hail all the power 
In them; that It is a wrap* 
those States. 1 ! 
thin, 1 say, I can establish us 

dJ of each State, when that con 

to declare it at »u 

II".. did this Government i 

aot eternal, nor was nowhei 

existence. How, Hum, did it origin 

' States who wen Que parties ei 

that com p ir i, or, as the gentlemen wot 

States. But a few years prior to that tim 
British colonics. A had at 

separate- and distinct from each 

as united to tho BrJti- 
of allegiance. On the 4th of 

-, alleging thai tho Brit 
latod tli vered tho: 

:' union, and thai the; 

of right onght to be, fren and iannyi 
declared! further, that, i 

ha ! lb 1 ; powm 
, !o i nnfract ullin 
tnblish commerce, and to do any 
all other acts that free and 
cut States may of right do. Bj 
elaration they assumed to fhemselre: 
to exercise all the p. .vereigi 

lent States; and they main 
assumption by force of arms. In 
one year after that de 
then existing States entered into a r«t 
each otlier by which they formed, as i 
on the face of that compact, a le.iguc 
ship, and they declared Iheir • 
into that compact, lo 1" 
and general welfare. To carry on 
jeet they eti ''at compact 

to tho old Arti t'onfede 

common agent to carry out thei 
ends. That agent was called nCongra. 
delegated— mark, did not gh 
grant ; there is a world of difference I 
terms — I say they d to that g 

the powers that they deemed nccetaar; 
it to attain tbe end of its cron 
common defense against a common 
British crown— then the 
civilized world. By the fifth r 
pact, it was stipulated that in this Co 
Stale, without regard to iixe orpopols 
have one vote. By the second arti 
compact, it was stipulated that 
should retain its 
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:ac experience demonstrated thai 

I oecn' I '-ossary 

! Its creation, ami that agent 

an ael J8J, by 

upon the Suites whieb had created 

te* to a Convention 

tnnect. The 

>oded to tint rail. Each in its 

t Its own delegates. Some 

; ite Convention 1 ', and some 

UO, and some through 

l or delegates as- 

i:i. September, 1787, and 

■rs, WBS, 

i nited States. The Con- 
tedthat instrument, but lta vitality 
;force it received not from tho Con- 
by look at the very terms of tho in- 
ilf. Tho seventh and lust clause pro- 
;; ratified by any nine of the 
ill be a Constitution lor tho Stated fo 

[From this it is evident that 
ig effect, u 
I haopen in tho future, which tnight 
happen :- ratification by 

Thatbtitii; bo, then what was the 
i Com'' i mi neither more 

n that Of a scrivener. When it had 
in strum cut, it had discharged its 
-exhausted its whole power. When 
it ratified? If you can asccr- 
by tho instrument itself, it was to 
for ratification, and to 
:e until nine of them had ratified it, 
vaj to havo force only between those 
tied it— I toy ii you can asccr- 
sn you. can ascertain the time when 
1 vitality as a blading instrument. 

a moment at the history of that 

i «iil And Hi"-, three Stales ratified It 

: ae year; that six States rati- 

| nt of the next year, which 

i-l that in the month ofJnnc, 1788, 

tire, the ninth State ratified it. Then, 
t a eon>ti!ution — then, 
then, had it any lift Or uny vitality, 
an; force or effect as a legal instru- 
. from uli-rue did if rcciivo that vi- 
Ireit from the Convention? 
y, then, it would have been a couuti- 
nonicnt it came from its hand, 
was to have no force anil 
e States. TIkd, [ say, tho propori- 
y and unquestionably established, 
y was imparted by that ratification ; 

- would have had no vitality to 



i-iin 17S8 to 17.10, at vario 

t ion, became parties to the 

members of —Rhode I 

was tl lr, -ii I ii.it 

do so until 1700. Now, I ask yon, whore were 

one into the 
Union? They were not under the old Arfi- 
lerntion, because they had been 
abandoned They were not under tins Con«:i:u- 
tion, because they bftd not ratified it, and by iu 
terms it was to bind only those that did ranfy it 
Where were they, tb<-n? They were standing 
out a* sovereign and independent Stntea, wi'CA 
all the povsers of sovereignty that itfiwwia has 
to tag. 
Now, gentlemen, I ask yon whether r hare not 
d the proposition thai that itistiuiueat 
was made by the States, and not by the pe 
the United States, acting as one community ? It 
you need any further evidence, look nt the in.-dru- 
ment it-elf. How can you amend it? If every 
man, woman and child in the United States wero 
assembled together in one mass, and were unan- 
imouo In desiring a change, they could not 
change a single clause of that instrument. If 
your National Convention assembles, it cannot 
change a single clause in that Instrument Then 
how can it be changed? There is but oneway 
it can be changed, and that h by the consent of 
those who made it — vidclieit: the States. It is 
trno that there are two ways in which the propo- 
sition of change may be made— there are two 
sources from wlih h a proposition to amend con 
come — -but there is only one source that can give 
those amendments life and vitality, and that is the 
separate action o" the States, each acting as they 
a ted in tho beginning— as sovereign and inde- 
pendent States. 

Yonhave one moJcof changing that instrument 
before yon for consideration — a National Conven- 
tion. What can that Convention do In the way 
of making a change iii the Constitution? It can 
propose amendments. That is all it can do. It 
can do what this original Convention did in 1781; 
it can act as a scrivener in drafting an instru- 
ment, but it can give it no life. When the 
amendments ate agreed upon by that Convention 
they arc to be laid before the States, each acting 
separately for itself, and each ratifying or reject- 
ing that amendment; and if three- (V ■ i i • 
them thus acting ratify the amendment pro] 0M S, 
then, and not until then, docs it become a part of 
the Constitution. If any less than three fourths 
ratify It— If any more than one fourth reject H— 
then it fid Is dead. From this it is evi lent that, 
whatever ameuilments bo proposed, Jhey mast 
; i separate State action, or they 
will receive their diath-blow from the same 
source. Gentlemen tell me that tho Constitution 
was made by the ^w^te c,C fta&'UuvsA ^uusa *» 




ok. ha proposition, although 

ted on the face of that instrument, falsi- 

Sv9 all history — It falsifies the instrument ii-.-il. 

rue. 

I hare referred yon to one way of proposing 

amendments. There to yet another way, winch 

rided by the Constitution itself. Ii i^ tic 

action of Congress.. Congress may by a n> ■ 

iv vote of two-thirds propose amendments. They 

have bean tr> ing to do it all the lost scasiou. Mr. 

* ■'; -iuonden laid before it his amendment. Judge 

Douglas laid before it his amendment. The Bor- 

ilci State proposition wu* laid before it, and so 

wn» the report of the Committee of Thirty-three. 

But it refused to refer any of them to the States. 

It could hare so referred them. Congress can 

propose to the States any amendment it sees fit; 

but its power stop* there. Gongrew con only act 

—write ont the amendments— that 

III it can do. They are laid before the States, 

each State acting for ir.-elf through its own body 

—its Convention, assembled as this — and from 

the action of those States those amendments, 

whether proposed by Congress or by the National 

Convention, receive Hie or death. 

Now, gentlemen, if this bo true, what is the 
natural sequence? I tell yon it is this: while I 
mlmit that there is no common tribunal to whom 
States can appeal when they differ about com- 
pacts or anything else; while there is no common 
tribunal lower than ho who is the Judge and 
Ruler of nations, yet there la a law that governs 
nations There Is a law by which sovereign States 
may ascertain their rights and their remedies, al- 
though there Is no tribunal to enforce those right* 
or enforce those remedies. What is that law? 
It is a law that has its foundations laid broad 
and deep In the principles of eternal justice. It 
is a law that b<n received the universal assent of 
all civilized nations on the globe, and Ltil culled 
the law of nations. Now, what is that law as ap- 
plied to compacts between sovereign States ? What 
are the rights of the parties? what are the pow- 
ers of the parties? what are their remedies under 
that law? By that law, when independent sov- 
ereign States enter into a compact with each 
other, they are bound to keep that compact ; they 
are bound to perform its terms and its 
stipulations in good faith. That law, when 
the compart is violated, recognizes in the injured 
party the right and power to resort to two reme- 
dies. What ore they? It enables the injured 
party to say to tho wrong-doer: yon cannot by 
jrour wrong annul your compact. I will hold you 
to its performance, and I will demand of you 
indemnity for its violation. That is one remedy. 
Another remedy is this : the innocent party has 
the risthl to say to the wrong-doer : having vio- 
lated the compact that you entered into, I declare 
(hat compact at nn end. By your wrong you 
b ire gfrdii me the power to annul the compact 



and discharge myself fron 
i< the law of l 

reign and im 
Btatm 

Now, under thrit law, no 8t*« 
cab declare ll I at an r&i 

cati-e. If it does. It is itself the wrong 
viu.'at'-s that compact, and upon that co 
I admit the doctrine of coercion, beeans 
power is the only tribunal to whom ns 
appeal In the assertion of On b 
States of the South hare violated that 
and the States of the North have kept I 
faith, then I say the States of the Soul 
law of nations, are wrong, and 
North have the right to coerce them an 
them to discharge the obligations im 
that compact ; but, if the 8totea of tl 
have violated that compact, if they hi 
garded its provisions and trampled it ui 
then I say the right of the South era I 
the injured States, is equally clear 
i '■ -in pact at an end, and no longer bind 
then, ami the right to resort t8 nine « 
them to submit to wrong and oppress! 
not and can not exist by that or any c 
Have the Northern 8tate* kept that o 
have tli cy done it? They hove t;. 
here on this floor— men of national n 
statesmen and jurists— I ask them, h 
kept that compact? Let them answer ti 
satisfaction of this Convention ae 

r the people of Missouri, before thi 
take to denounce Southern men as 
What are the provisions of that c 
By the second clanse of the secon 
of the fourth article of that 
then States covenanted that when a i 
indicted la one State for treason a 
or any other crime, and escaped Into the 
another, upon demands being madt 
Executive of the State from which ha 
Stute holding him shall surrender him 
What was the object of that c©\ 
was the object of the Constitution? Lot 
objects as expressed upon its tare. Oat 
Is to establish justice. Here is tie 
carry out that object Have they kepi I 
part? No, they have violated it— tre 
under foot again and again; for yean I 
donoit. Ah, and worse than all; worse 
worse, than the act, they have justified 
have announced the startling propodl 
slave stealing is no crime. They have b 
upon two propositions equally startling, t 
at the very foundation of the clave instil 
their sister States in that compart. 1 
that nothing bnt property is the 
■ no. Well, that every man knows. T 
lawyer knows. What is the next pro 
Man eat met ho Id property in man. Wl 






in man. 

en, I utu ui't talking shoal 

u.< bas been done from this stand, by 
who have tried the South, not by her 
ons enunciated by a few 
lira men, n oy ami others— t 

I trying by that rule. 

1 1 cot 

Dune. No. I tv ill not do so, bemuse It is 
Mle Ihavcas Utile tove 
il nwy party tlmt has controlled the 
if these Norfheni States, m any man can 
i ■ love for justice that will prevent 
> retorting to any sort of demage 

Is baa not been done by a tow nl- 
i, it has been the deliberate act 
arto Statct, speaking Ihrough their own 
I authorities. 

I *svy here, in passing, that I have no com- 

mak* of the Invasion, of Virginia by 

The Northern States are note barg- 

It is not rfght that they should be 

r it, unless tliey knew it be- 

I, aod fulled to arrest him in his design. 

) e said nothing about him. But 

1 to this subject , it is stated in the ma- 

itwhenu few madmen invaded 

i Southern State, and spilled the blood 

they were hanged, and that 

Now that, in my judgment, 

■ >". It is true that John 

was hung. It Is trao many of his co 

u that the end of it? 

rere canonized as martyrs to liberty 

(. Was (hat the end of it? Sol tor 

in escaped, one to the State of Ohio, 

iter State of Iowa. Tlicy were 

<lQvernorof Virginia, b 

by refusing lode- 

A. That was the end of it. 

1 clause of the second section 

, the compact.the Stutesagrced 

t that when a man bonud to ren- 

aped into another, (i rst, 

I not be discharged fiom mricfl by 

i 8tBte; secondly, that that 

him up. This was a com- 

: the South, be- 

ii n all bIavo States except one, 

b M slaves within her 

Bot It v.n- emphatically a compart ba- 

I the States— * compact by which MJ»- 

itucky into 

is bound l'n>t not to 

laws, 

master. 



something thai they 

something that they apjee not ro do. Tl- 

they agree to tote, thai they will deliver him np. 

The thing they Agree not to do is, that tl 

tempi tO set him Tree by tlfir law*. I any 
they have violated that compact in both it* 
l.raii.lies. They have done it willfully, 
ately and repeatedly. 

How have they done it ? They covenanted (hat 
tbey would aWm aim op. Did tin 
law to carry tint t covenant Into effect? 
is the State that made i(? No.tht y 
covenant. They neglected to do that which tin y 
covenanted they would do. How al»o 
other branch? They covenanted they would 
not attempt to free him by their law. Have they 
not done it ? Have they not passed 1 1 Kit] 
lil»ny bills, with the- avowed object of ranking 
that slave free? They have. Aye, and they have 
gone further than that. Some of them have 
imposed heavy penalties upon the ma*t 
dating' to assert his constitutional ngl 
the possession of hi* slave within tbeii ' 
Now, if those States had lived np to their 
compact— if they had passed no law to set 
that slave free— if they had passed laws to 
secure his delivery lo his master— there would 
havo been no necessity for Congress I 
gislate upon the subject At all. But they violated 
ihot compart, and Congress, the common ngent 
of all, that was created for the purpose ol 
lishing justice, Interposed and mooted the 
tivc slave law. How did the Northern 
treat that law? Did they respect it? 
obey it? No. They treated it as tli 
cd the Constitution— they trampled it under foot 
— they nullified it, again nnd again, I ; 
State legislation; and tliey have done all tin 
against the earnest entreaty of their sister States. 
They have done it against the repeated remon- 
strances of a united South. 

. gentlemen, the South has ever he' 
every eiii7.cn of thei Dotted State*, without regard 
to where ho was born or reared, has a right to 
go into any territory opened for settlement and 

h him the members of hi-- i 
his property: that the Constitution of his MSB- 
try, that palladium of his rights, extends over 
him i'l th:ir territory and protects hhn in his 
family and his property. I say that has ever 
been held by the South to be the doctrine of the 
Constitution— ad it has been so held ' 
Supreme Court of the United Slates. I ask you, is 
it not right? There ore m 

who have ever dispute J (hat proposition. I flst 
them to throw aside if they COB, the shackle* "f 
party prejudice, and pass upon that propc 
and tell mo whether it is not right ami 
Now -, the North dente.l ir. The Northern I 
controlled by a feel i i 



i to ihe T 

imily- U 

. whom jrou 
have become attached BBXl 1" you* »if"o nnd 

• hildren— you niu-t leave tinm I 

More Ibnn that — tie iid, if ymi dare to 

take thorn, w* will lation, 

We will fever your family 

1 take from yrni your pro]KTty, anil make 

< compensation. 1* ilini right— U ll just? 

SOW, r. gentleman on s said, have 

you uu - to make against Ihe i . 

■meat? Has toe Qej rnment 

-' I Mr, yc, 

■he lias. Look at your Oregon 1 • ' 
you fa You find a rlftu.w ex 

Southorn men from thaiicrritory. unless they 
leave behind them their rim 

here, the I*,* takes th-m nuuv. loan, I 
' rloUta flint 

iii the passage o( bill. It also 

Ighi i:i tin | ;i -..;. Of ii].; H 

Compromise bill. But I do r»>r ootDpUil) "I* the 
romaot on (feat irround. An J why 1 
Becenae Boutham HMD, for the i^ake of peace and 
the I 'nil in is it they love, consented io surrender 
■'l i.fllie.r ri.-hri, thinking that, wlih that 
ider ihey would appease iliis moluch of 
what i- the Loiiditii.in iij 
now? llow do wo now stand? How 
did wc maud when the** Slates weutout? A 
President was Ml poo principles tliiit 

were destructive to the i of the South; 

a. I'm .Merit, was nominated who had enunciated 
the dc r thai i. m i ii'V^rument, as our 

ma I- It, partlj slave and partly free, could 
not »o continue to I iiiion it 

d n gainst itself, and must f.iil. 
1 paid that the 

uUi fall— bui the c»aM of division will be 
lie Mb yon, 
"* n l [ I is going on between free- 

dom ond slavery." Ho did not enunciate the 
exact truih there, |i li n inuli, but not the 

lie- should haw latd Qui ft 
" T tU« ■ , U waging f»" "'irrcpres- 

iSbla confiic*" Dpoathe alava institution of the 
BhiUl li be had I rid that, he would have said 

flU Whok troth. But he lolls yon thai ihnt cotl- 
lliat it Oust rontinuo until 

ean of extinction. That b hi iw 
difficulty is to be removed. Itat 
m Stafc-s indorsed these doctrines and pur- 
pose* by I u Well, now, how Is 
guisued? Gentlemen, while I 
nlmiie ihe principles of tbil party, I iniiat 
I tor them, I do admire their tag 

lite uu av ho aland at the 
Lapting 
to ends, then they are w bu men an 
4mm om look a Their object la the cx- 



We ore ■ 

of a i on, and that pipuUCoe 

i< anil si 1 1 ry Now, tell 

• its of flfte 
ihi-i immense territory, extending . 

r.i :iflc, li 'ii be ; 

enough to people a Stale evei r long 

majority ol ^ in 

Confederacy? li ..t t 

years as certainly as tin 

When it doea '•(■ nr, what i^ u Now, I 

ihia anti-.-l., r» say, 

that I have no doubt they arc honest. I have 
Soabt they nro acting n 
Of their own iniuda a* (e 

to th. msclvcs nnd to 
God. I judgs men, by their acts, and not 
what ll iidple 

that party? It is this:—: 
moral and political evil. Wh -..liarv 

this proposition? It is this: — that it is our duty 
get rid of that evil wherever wc can re 

I 
we will abolish it in 
heme we will interfere with the intei 
contending, as they do, thi 

ii they have the poi 
Bnt thoy do not propose, for 
tcrfcrc wiih it in t: 
Hint the Constitution gun; snteet 

ih tre I i tru , there is one c bal 

I do not eli 
(arc not r< 

. r position, nam an 

of a eh . 

tutii'ii ean snai tlf] 

thai nuliftes that Constitatioa, au I 
clement is for abolishing it in 
But, oa I said before, I do not regard that to 
the position of the Republican r 
I honestly believe while the ■ 
tlnucs as it i-, that the Republican pur 

attempt by Federal legislation toabou 
the States. f<>v that they ai- 

their principle- would in 

■ them lo tint consumm: 
thirty years have rolled on — when Stale 
Slate has been brou ' 

;',•■ • .' ■■■ - I. ■■■ .i ■ .'.,i il inui'iity i;-J 
fourths— whni 
first lime i. 



laeci' from 

iithe 

»w» i I slavery, aa 

announced tlio deftraecton of Bcl- 

HdMon of things, our South- 

: iilU'l 

it hull been trampled under 

polt- 

bly re- 

i Of ituir Ineflrntlona, and 

wa» raplilh opproa<diinti when that 
r polity would I* carried out— severed 
that bound tJiiiii en the Union, 
mScv tin' law of nuilon* de- 
ft compact i k tlieir (ate 
i hand*,a<- did the lire* of 177i>. 
:H,r iboj ti t t do not 
! admit the right, I do 

Eio that a portion of these fifteen State*, 
10 Mcedeel, having bomogen a 
b Ui' >arat 

looal rights to i I good 

ecdou- 
pon some boals that won Id have te- 
ur »1. 

That I . they 

o bore done. They have not don- i: 
id a i "Jge for thetnsHves. — 

nut condemn that act as ha>ty 

E, I inn -i any thai they ai , 
deserve that name, 
in ilierompBet between them 
,ln specified powers enumerated in that 
■ . 
There ok certain other powers, such 
n m naclmcnt "fan ex-post 

r.iiri law impairing the obligation of 
rlie ex' nine of whk'h i- prohibi- 
iai in-;- and for I'.ar 

rmnent they had created would 
• I, a clnu>c wus inFert- 
powera not defecated (a word that im- 
iwer to take back) to the General 
by thcCotiattiiition, and not prohib- 
to the States, are reserved t" the 
The power reccgnixed by 
i every sovereign Slstc 
impact entered into by it with 
an end when violated by the other 
one of tha 
Gam r.d ( In •■ ■ii'.i 

in prohlh 

■ 



; iority report, I wool I ha v, ill- 
uamttotttftb* word "a nnib- 

■tlnted lor the wor ' there 

use, norwiihatandli '■ vio- 

lations of tho Constitution, rue- ng the 

i 
•> cause for exerclfing the rl 
'.mil the right, »n ! 
o; but I oppoai 
> 'II h dl continue tooppo-e i 

I there i- a hope of oh 
'(don, I oppose itaoTt" 
I donr the ri^lit iis?lf, hut because I I" 
Union. I love it btttUIH Our fit I 

iie.eau.se wc have enjoyed under ii ancx> 
'prosperity. I love It been u*e ol " i: 
memories thai etc . and it 

is my love for the Union, and do 
motive, that makes raj 
revolution, and actinted liy Hie mine motive, 1 

nrinue to ojij-ose it n long 
hope of amicable settlement. But if the 
rdiouhl unfortunately MX (hat It 

tdionld— when all B when MbUOtnl is 

driven to one of two alternatlvea, either to sab- 
ruit to the aggressions of this secrlomil pat 
surrender her^ave Insiltt; ! •!> I ling, or 

go out of the Union— I f-ball then, notwithstand- 
ing the committee organized npon thi* subject by 

llooran ordJ 
of aeewsicm. The action of no such committees, 
and the threats of no party, tarn any tam 
me. But I never will do it urn il then. [1 
that this Union, and onr li 
can be sawed; for though the potittea] firmament 

icd by a dark and portcnton:- 
in whoso lurid lto.-om slumbers tbe whirlwind of 

on Od ■ in'l strife, yet there are In 
that cloud, throneh which we can 800 th 
suulightof pen e B 
when these breuka flhnll close, and that 
clond preeeni bnt one aspect, and U ten 
linol over our heads, and the hoi dc* (1*Te BtatM 
shall liikvej gone out, then my voice shall 
far Missoarfi itandlng up tor herri 
th'; Union— aye, unto tl. 
hist man. 

I am opposed to tUi anund'mant With OM 
alteration 1 ronld give it my hearty asaen 
:i tomean Ml ; F"nrl while fhefmai' 
Union will not aii t :i • > make war 

upon th< 

leant that M 

I 






war ui 
ir in v i! 

I forbid 

• may be, and if thi- ditfl- 

In not settled upon somo bull thai wffl 

long, she "ill be With 

mil- change, name I i will not aid 

-hile thai* in the Union, [will 
H( in ilrm u mit, and war 
U made upon her, and upon the other Stales, she 
•■t be prepared to resist the i 

incut. 

Mi-. Gxsvti Mr. President, nupon 

Da, I shall first address myself to the 

lition discussed by the gentleman who lasl 

engaged the attention of the house. Hi 

to |irovc that secession was a right that could M 

1 without a violation of the Coum 
and then mat on to show that while be aoateo- 
i i be right, be considered the action of our 
rn sisters hasty and ID-judged, and would 
ituiitiend Missouri to fall sample. 

I!u in order tbat this might be one of the steps 
iri might take hereafter without guilt, and 
U understand **-•*-— fj 
what benights were , ho labored to sho w 
too* a right, and might constitutionally be exor- 
I have seldom, Mr. I 'resident, listened to 
an argument as to the nature of the Constitution 
decidedly in the teeth of the can- 
on against sell-slaughter. Ho refers sO thy 
at the Constitution waa rati Mod by the 
. sad thai, until nttiflM by the Slates, it 
was not binding upon any of them— navy, that 
ratified bj nine State* it was not 
binding upon the eight srhli h hud previously rnt- 
illed it: i Uiat fact to show that it was 

I but a compact between the States, and 
a r» of it commenced their work wlih 
. their mouths., lie n lmitted l hat the pre- 
ssed the words: "We, the people of the 
l States," &c, "In order to form a more 
union" — r union more iutiniiite and per- 
fect than had been efleoted l>v tbe Anl'lo of 
'■ration — but he paid that the person* who 
thnx sat in convention "were delegated by the 
States, and that they merely had the office of 
"scri'u ettert," and that tho instrument wdiich WSJ 
their hands was nothing more than 
proposition until ratified by the State.- f 

n capacity, lie committed the great mis- 
take, aa [conceive, of Imagining that the Union of 
the Federal Government, which 
-ult of it, i* nothing more than the con- 
•U it replaced, or a compact between 
ivliich may be dissolved at tho 
16 of th m. and ir is to that 
propoti i rooeed to address myself, 

course of bis argument he 
i • the Brst place, to admit that the 
iltMlOftiUa f.'.-nedeuiion doclaxcd. that it va.3 



they were w e 

govcrnruenr by its terms. Hi 

that because tin - i Icelan 

thing had no < 

therefore — and it was a monstrous no 
re tho instrument, being so. rn 
ted not according to its tenor, f 

ia had, I wont say tho eflront-T 
the hardihood to announce. W In . 
every lawyer — and th<- :;i-iiileman is an ah 
an ornament to the bar, and adnuai>tr» 
the laws on the bench— know th. 
act of an accent is ratified by the .-uperiorai 
ty, that ratification has relation to the inc 
of the instrument, and makes It good rra 
ilng, and that, when the aetof an at 
thus rat ill i, it Is ratified according I 
aud tenor of the act itself r How ol 
it he? Would it not be tho grossest con 
tion in terms, to fay that an instt 
which is a certain i] 

that there is a sumuiirr by States prat 
sovereign of certain ot their sovereign attrf 
that these are for wise and , 
vesical iii a o-nual government, wli 
minister them for tho common goo! 
the country from thot=e evils which bare n 
from the imperfect Union which tliu iwrfa 

; ion was (!•■•• 
it Is not a contrndi 

this solemn act is thus ratified by the cob 
parties, it is not to be as a nitifi cation of t 
strument upon its face, but tl 
something entirely different? In the as 
common sense, what d 
Thctc States have tho power t 
should or should net be the cxpre- 
will. They declared that it was, and 
that very sovereignty which he inn I 
power to make good all tbat tho prcaml! 
the various.' i ■ 

and onu of those do larations is, th 
Of ih • people makes US 01 

Mr. lU.i-n. I- it not to be. looked upon 
as an estoppel .' 

Mr. (Iantt. No, sir; it is not aura 
but a direct grant. Estoppels are o 
is no occasion to invoke them, except whei 
rules of interpretation fail. Well, tb 
the plain import of the instrument, I 

meaning an 
cation, sufficiently disposes o. 
the lean I man upon that su 

plain that this instrument 1- v. 
he — that it makes ti the ji 

of a General Government, though for th 
;. ..■-..-■ .•■ > -iii'i ' ■ v rv si ii \ ... 

man was arguing tho rigii 
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i 

Central Gov- 

pa stftribotos which were enjoyed by the 
efore this Centra] Government was fortn- 
luu sucmed to me that lie wit wauling * 
net tremble, unless ho intended 
;'it so strongly contended for 
axctriic of which was essential at the 
r, after ho had, CO hi- on n 
i i liink liy lb of u fal- 

1m* been sufficiently exposed,) main- 
existed, bo went en to de- 
Ut it» '.aid be unwise, and bo 

led farther to say tiiat the North had been 
»f great aggressions upon the South. 
i her* niy friend and I are not so far apart 
Itsttfn pear He is very 

Bn if lie fancies that I stand here as the 
Itaa Bapnblican party. I ana a De- 
af tf»c eft, and huvo nothing 
peculiar viewB of that 
n aggressions beyond 
and a spirit of meddlesomeness, a 
to say. of Plmri.seei.sru, has been 
by portions of that l'arty, In 
nduct towards the South, which in in- 
mc as a Southern man. and it will 
endured. Bat, on the other hand, there 
i acts committed on the port of the 
lab are unfortunately almo-t u# objec- 
perbapa quite as much so, as the provo- 
waieb they owe their rifle. The action 
b, upon the subject of slavery, has 
I judgment, aggressta In the first in- 
ho acting of the South has been re- 
but it has gone be pond the limits of 
Mouse, But I am coming to that sub- 
and merely wish to put myself right on 
, for when 1 speak of the oil 
.North has been guilty, I am disposed 
good deal of what the gentleman has 

ot Stop to consider what he raid re* 

fee law of nations, as applicable to the 

States, because I have shown that there 

Mt as be contends for. I have 

1 there is an entirely dlflbrenl relation 

itween I of this Union, 

which exists by virtue of a compact 

IgBBtttM. 

i .ii bos said that if the South hnd 
ithon □ the North ha* a tight 

■ad nut otherwise. Now, having 
it this Government is not a compact — 
not a Confederacy, thai it is 
deraey, 
namera- 
ing— I 



ii t hern States 
have seceded without i 
Nnrih have the ri^ht to coerce them; thai 
I a door as wide to civil war as the 
lost advocate of what is sometimes called coer- 
cion could possibly have done? Who is lobe the 
»d cause?" Is it to be the South? 
bit to ;.. iu- Recta? If then are to man] lad* 
pendent State* on one side, an on the 

other, differing in respect to that "good cause," 
and there is no common arbiter, what shall 
between them but the sword ? 

Sir, the position of those with whom I have the 

p lea s ur e of acting here, is far more satisfactory, 

and looks to a pacific and complete solution of 

ibis troubled question, without a reference to that 

nrbitniraeut. We think that the General 

nient, whose laws, made in aceoi 

with the Constitution, ore the supreme laws of 

the land, is for all the purpose.) ol a satisfactory 

NBl in contests between the various Stoics, 

the arbiter whose fiat will not only be •';■ 

but pcac.'lul. Hut to that matter I shall 1 1 

little farther on. 

The gentleman next proceeded with an cut 
oration of the grievances of which the South hii 
in oMDpiain M th ■ bands of the North, lle-pok 
of the second clause of the second section of the 
fourth article of the Constitution, respecting 

krof fugitives froia justice, and cloime 
as I understood him, that whereas this was 
bin .in^ right— and this! have no iuclinatk 
whatever to deny— and the North had in repcure 
instances refused to comply with its 
obligation*, ihe SjuUi hod never done mntliiii 
of the kind. nl so happen that duds 

the past winter I heard a discussion upon 
very point, »od, fortunately for me, for ic save 
me a little trouble. One of those who ■ 
gaged in thnt discussion, in showing that tie On 
was not entirely on one side— as in what dotal 
controversy i» it?— showed that amongst the cu 
liest violations, of the letter, at least, of that pr 
vision, of the Consdtutlon was a case oc 
in Virginia. Now, I say, that no matter 
what Mate, when or where, the violation oc 
cars, it' it does occur It is to be condemned.— 
I am satisfied that not ono of tin- i 
tion hears me who does not echo thi 
ment. The rights which that Constitution i 
auties must be not only sacredly but punc 
liliuiuly observed, If thors i- bo be a ■ ontinnsne 
of that Bpirit of fraternal amity, without which 
our Union may indeed exist, bnt can never an 
swm the purposes for which It was designed. 
that it matters not to me whether Vir r I 
any otlicr of tbo Southern State-, or the 
Northern States h 

b must be i 



■ 

: >n, and 

'■ U TllQ.k- np»n !! N ■ 

Btlvo for the rendition of a fuj justi-o 

is charged with l 
BBM which derived i<- IWoniou* character from 
I slave, there ha? 
toeon in niy judgments failure to comply with 

•H of the Constitution upon thai 
I . I • i . 1 . o ■■' mi ' • North. I ■'; 

that violation, and 1 
I reused, or worse - .-.:' 
But what then? [* ttwtaesoMftaitjeMfanJ I 
have just Bliown that the right of secession does 
st But If lb* riffht did exist, I will an?, 
■emotion ? Could reason i mpcl 
us to take ib it remedy for such a disease, a re- 
vbieh would aggravate tenfold the malady 
of which we make complaint? What compact, 
yon, was ever mode — what Conatitiitfon — 
what code of laws has ever been made- amongst 
totwkind, and remained Enforce for twelve months 
sithout receiving some violation? Arc we to 
iway thi.s fabric of government— are we 
to east aside the blessings of which it hi th min- 
ister, because tlicre are bad man who need to be 
iwi for Which that Constitution 
provision. 
The learned gentleman laid furtlior, that the 
Bit sentiment- ol I 
ithcr extremist*, and that this Is not fair, 
it i not fair— he to right In saying so. It is not 
light to try the. South by the sentiments of such 
Y, and Rhett, U 1 Ml-*, and many 
whom I might name. I lake it Ihcy are in 
a very small minority la the South. But on the 
other hand, |g it fair to try the Republicans 
lithcr by anything but their platform? The learn- 
itleraan has referred to the sentiment* 
hero been • by what he called 

of that party, meaning, I suppose, 
bollfionlsts, of Whom Phillip*, Garrison, 
opnn are the exponents. Now, I recog- 
nize a disti action between the Republicans and 
the Abolitionists. I am glad to recognize that 
' lion, for if I supposed that the RepnbH BU 
party were animated by the same Bcnrinient.s 
which those Abolitionist* bold, I would be com- 
pelled to the conclusion that, a Urge mnj 

ople of the North were in league vvlih some 
Of the worst men of the South, to put in! 
practice this pestilent doctrine of secession, and 
beyond remedy, all that makes 
ns a nation. Those men, then, tn whom 
ho makes rcferenee, are not to be taken 
as Che exponents of the Republican party. 
We mast look to the oluifurm of that 
pnrty; the platform upon which Mr. Lincoln 
was nominated* and I think wo should also, in 
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by which reasonable men art 
party by the win 
speeches that fall from the lip« or' 
who, seeing Qi 

rd for a sen 
treme, must need? outdo their rival in the other 
extreme, in order to win the 
will not do to try n large parly by the atteni 
of any such men, to » of the IWtl 

no one yet ever knew the to* and tho out* to] 
speak with ation. The tmtt ore «*> 

gross ivc an : y have no rr>|w»n«il 

unon them ; bnt the tni, or those that get ! 
office, feci the responsibility of their 

live up to the sentiments which 1h*jt 
profess— and they arc therefor ' ■ «t to ny | 

anything which I maintain. 

too, has been the conduct of the ttepubht 
party. My friend was Just enoQgh to that 
— fur whom certainly 1 do i tobsl 

apologist — to say tho*. he beli 
now stood organized, to be sit, 
lion, indicated in one of the article' of I 
platform that they would n with I 

very in the States in wlii h it existed by 
the municipal law. 

He then proceeded to i>t~- rto ihr . 

There, again, I found there was no I 
■-. That i 
I by mo with the fame abhurr 
Lmagtne it has excited in tho minds of all 
minded men of the North anil 
nnmlierof persons who Seemc 
gardlees of their duties as citizen*— i 
less as to cvfl consequences of tho moat i 
izing sentiments, did speak of dm: 
if he were a saint and amart j i true. I 

I havono kindof doubt that tho i'.xa»neraitnjl 
feet ofstieh language as that has led, in a i 
manner, to tin fomenting of the pre -cut I 
Undoubtedly, no nnjnst or : 
by any party, no injustice or wn 
any party, without bring-, 
haps upon them alone, perhaps upon those | 
are Innocent, and sull r wl b the guilty by ai 
mon fate. So that, upon that euhj 
not be much in tho pe aliments of my 
which I am dl iposed to take issue. 

He passed on to the :ion of 

fourth nrticle, and said that tlii 
ByBtcmatl 

too true that it has been violated I 
rions manner; and if I did not believe 
turning sense of j 
ing appalled m the I" oiful i • 

, was now k i tlie minds | 

■he N dd do wh u ' 

been able to i 
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. that now thctr most solid 
■ 

titutionol nets of 
liiture*, and thai a 

gone forth throughout 
-I refer you particularly to that 
issued fnun ilio iiiy of Boston, in 
Gov, Clifford, and 
itw declared, in th 
tat the personal liberty bill of 
scutate 
ii 

' ik to 
l Constitution of the United StatM. Do 
alt*? la bow many > 

jber thor been repealed or so 

•cd to repeal, that their end is cosy to 
Eire no comfort to my friend? 
; see in that a peaceable, orderly re- 
ang — a returning Dense of justice on 
those who hare in a moment of mnti- 
cted that wrong? 
X I do, ;ir. 

IT. I am glad that he agrees with mo 
. i think, then, that I may 
i breach of U 
Beded that, although this U a wrong and 
la very great one, yet it 
• lor the secession of which the 
ites bare given us an example- 
lemau said that many of the State* of 
had passed personal liberty bills with 
oP m;iking slaves free. Now, 
Is wrong in that. I have looke 
s, and in no instance have I ever 
I. The gentleman will 
, If mlifakrtn En this statement. If he 
I the nnmo of the Suite, or the dale of 
i in which such purpose is declared,!, 
inform me. 
1 do not recollect the date. When 
alluded particularly to the statute of 
ch not only declared the slave (roe, 
I a- law whereby the master was pun- 
felon for attempting to reclaim him, 1 
i passed in 1838, but I am not certain. 
ctt. [ think my friend is mistaken. 
f Che act indicates the purpose 
its face. The fn'ofccd ob- 
i citizens against being 
r, in my judgment, docs not 
']"ol better, for I nm quite 
i'I thai by reason of that ovow- 
a l>1 d the Kin of hypocrisy io that of 
irt. I nm quite satisfied 
purpose of tho iramers of the laws 
i to put in the way or the master 



I - to him, and, in short, tot 

who was not most i 

loss of, thanatlcmpt to recover, his property. I say 
tli.it I wiD use the strong) hich 1 

am master in condemning such legi-lntiou— in de- 
nouncing suchnspirit, and In declaring cha 
Union i< to be what it was in times pav:, thai legit- 
lalionund that conduct must cease. Ajtothe car 
ticnlar sut u to of Maine, that can only be determin- 
ed by reference to the statute book, and both my 
friend and myself are too much of lawyers, and 
ill to thfi habits of H'cuwy, Which tljo 
practice of our profession encourages, to be willing 

■ stlie import of an act without h nving the 
written letter before us, I will then say oi 
more upon this subject until 1 have had OH Opf 

Itjr of examining that book. 

The genikman next passed on to say that the 
South has. been excluded from the Territories. 
asked myself when I heard that remark, "from 
which of them?" 1 know that iu the let 
which havs been most recently organized, no 
Such exclusion lias lie's found, aUd I really did 
not think that the Oregon bill was opp 
the votes of Southern men. David EL . 
sou is supposed to be rather sound upon this 
particular subject. Mr. Green is supposed to be 
found, upon l/us point nt least; and it m a 
men as those in the two houses of Congress who 
voted for that bill, and Jo*. K, Talk of Tennes- 
tee, approved it. This bill was adduced by my 
fiiend as one measure of which the South had to 
complain; and after having done so, he said he 
did not complain of it because Southern mca ac- 
quiesced in it. Then why cuumorate it ? 

lie also spoke of the Missouri compromise biH. 
That, too, was passed by Southern votes. And 
here let me say that one of the most scriou-- mis- 
fortunes that ever happened the South wus that 
they could get Northern votes enough toco-oper- 
ate with them in sweeping away that compro- 
l.ereby violating that sound rule of states?* 
munship, which wards us quieta rum tm 
that tells us that the true plan is not to disturb 
a settlement which has answered its purpose »ud 
beeu acquiesced iu for a long tim-.. 

In till the territories which have been recently 
organized, wo look in vain to bi 
elusion of which tho gentleman speaks; an.l If he 
moans what the popular orators of the party lime 
said upon the htisthiKS', i must answer that I nay 
no more regard to the sentences of exclusion pro- 
ceeding from such sources than I would to the 
« hi.stlings of the idle wind. 

Mr. Reuij. I think the gentleman misappre- 
hends me. I did not enumerate th 
grievan ! ' the qUCStl :■ 

and the pro]'" 
the General Government ln'.il never violated tho 
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not m 

. Do yon refer to I 

tir, to the argument ut" spcak- 

:!ic posfttoii Hut those 

at the 

. but i h nl the South does not complain of 

litem, because she acquiesced In them. 

Mr G.iN-Tr. I do not think it was ttbl 01 
DOoi thai tii i had never 

l the Conjrftution upon this subject. But 
mi i I think the assertion can ha very 
w. II maintained, that tho General Government 
■er. upon the subject, discriminate! un- 
constitutionally against the tights of tho South. If 
I the Hbsoori Compromlift, at whose in- 
|l passed? If it passed tho Oregon 
bill, who n-ked for tho passage of that bill and 
acquiesced in it8 passage? Will it. be fair that 
a man, or community, or party, or section, shall 
first ask for the partlcnlar action of any body 
else, and then complain of that action? t 
iy not. I think then, that part of the gentleman's 
Ugament is sufficiently answered. 

lint it was said that the natural ronspqnence of 
the organization of tho Territories and the 
exclusion of slaves therefrom, as contemplated 
by the Republican party, would be that at the 
end of thirty years the Northern State- 

tteh a majority that they could niter the 
Constitution at their pleasnre, and thnt they 
w"iiM a-* the power thus acquired for the over- 
throw of the peculiar institution of the South. So 
far the gentleman went in bis statement. I did 
not directly understand, however, flic conclusion 
thai was deduced from the establishment of that 
proposition. I did not understand him 
thai because he had some reason to fear that 
trouble would happen at the end of thirty years, 
i precipitate note all Die 
calamities which an active imagination might 
ha t us to apprehend as possible after thirty years. 
Bat if he had said it, with nil possilile respB O t for 
him, I think that I may say that the p 
would have required no answer. If it be fc 
bear the ills we have than to fly to others that we 
know not of, how much more certain la it that it 
at deal better not to precipitate ourselves 
rtoin calamity, because at the and of a loir,' 
■ t'isible that that same calamity may, 
peradventuro, come upon us. 
'The South has been rash and hasty in its ac- 
bat are not traitors, unless our fires in '7(3 
wi re t mil- n's :" he farther proceeds to say. I must 
it I object to that. I must say that I ob- 
ject to taking the names of those whom he must, 
pardon mo if I vnUl call traitors— T i 

I others of the lame stripe— he mast 
' 
.!i the tame dp Mb with tl 
< men who lived in and adorned tho 



to throw off nil'. 

which never, in particular, it wes de»igt>e*l1 
the Anglo Saxon race i ax— the ma 

jealous nice on earth of its 
They tndnrsd until endaram 

1 then, in a relfgiooj, pan 
and in a calm, dignified mane 
god of battles. Has anything like tl 
tjngubhed the men of the present tiny in the 
South ? I am afraid I should be out of or 
should speak of them as I foci. So I 
having any real grievances to 
past, sir, there lias been an industrious 
facrurc of every pretense upon whi 
could bo founded— the when; 
which tha "Southern mind could be educaU 
the Southern heart fired, nnd an opportune mo 
men't seized to precipitate tho cotton Si 
revolution." That haso design has been 
dently avowed, and I am sorry «•■ 
has not met with universal condemnation; 
but, thank God, it i* almost universal. | 
What has been tho course of the 
in pursuance of the design of that ai 
of mischief, Mr. Y 
Una had seceded, after she had 
one of her Representative*, that if the wh«*» 
North, could Bign a blank sheet of paper. 
gi i e it to South Carolina to wi I 
upon— the conditions on which she word 
tent to remain faithful to her obligations s» »J 
State! -still that Instrumenl 

not suffice, still it would not do; an 
lina.iu taking her position, virtually said this I 
the North : " We are going oi 
us, and no concessions, no m« 
amendments of the Constitution, can 
on us to remain in the Onion." 1 b. 
was the next in order, But how w 
sion of Georgia brought about? Who thnt r 
ben that Georgia was one or the States of] 
Union, t us arc American cktxcni,! 

amongst them are those two Ulustrloo 

phcus nnd Hill— and others, h> i 

mention the names of those two men 

gratitude and reverence, and for 

hesitate to speak otherwise than in I 

of Georgia,) can think withoul a Wushlof 

that the most infamous false 1 

tho telegraph, in order to predpitati I 

the act m by the Con 

ported throt , tli tit the 

Governmenthad sent an army tu Ch 

operations were commence. 1 by the I 

of that dry; that old men, he'; 

women were being slat 

that tl. 
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a tyran- 
thu influence 

I0US lie— tin* Convention of 

to pass its ordinance ofsecci- 
very unnatural that, under 
truus misrepresentation, hasty and 
ii might have been bail, ltnt 
iliat it is reprehensible thai 
"ho voted for that i 
done so under thciullucnce 
misrepresentation, they did not 
: deration.* 
Mr. President, tliat whatever the 
tbfl States of Georgia, Ala- 
re i lone, if the peo- 
••' State* could Jiuvebeen pro. 
•■.(], different results would have 
. I think the people have had a pro- 
small share la the acts of secession. 
Is more striking in reviewing 
icy of this sad crisis than the degree to 
•lineal jugglers have depose 1 the people 
in ill i-upremacy, and impudently 
wore stripped of power, ami 
are to be merely subordinate. Look 
ma. At the election for delegates to the 
ion which was to take into consideration 
';ima and the Federal 
leas than one-third of the rotes cast 
were casn, on both sides, for and 
members of the Convention. Of that 
to candidates in 
ion, and two-flit lis for Unionistsor 
i hat is about the boldest name 
and true men can take in this 
of terror,) so thai three-fifths 
— equal to One- fifth of the whole 
actually represents the proportion 
of Alabama which was in favor of 
p| the Onion, 
e gentlemen who preceded me,, said 
ed confidently to the time when the 
those much injured Southern 
h back into the Union over the bodies 
who had thus misrepresented the 
es. And I think that that is li ten illy 
time will come, and I expect it will 
I am gray, when those States will 
, bringi: sary, the bends of 

I nli them, and offering them as a 
erinjr. 

gentleman contended for the right of 
he admitted that its exercise at the 



r. Gantt fliiatml 10 iic aeti i hen tiiat it hu 

■.J to him Br ■ frl'tiil Hint tb«n lying talc- 

PM of Infliirnrln? the 

I t["ii. not tho action of tlmi hm\j 

all ill— ilr Onntt ipoko from remlleeUoa 

. «n I Haled iii i; i it tbo time. ; 

I : is cor- 

ni luiowledpii 



present ttane was not i 

the time ever should come when the i 

Jus, and 
it would become necessary for the purpose of 
sitting intolerable oppression, to dissolve oi 
nection with the Gcner-U Government, he would 
offer an ordinance of secession. Well, it 

- to find much fault with a proposition so 
carefully guarded. "When that time comes, whe 
the oppression of the Federal Government be 
comes intolerable, why. no doubt, wo shall do 
many things — in short., when tho sky foils, we 
shall catch larks ! But, in the meantime, it is most 
unwise to speculate as to such action upon on hy- 
pothesis which never may happen; tot the hap- 
pening of n hii h there is no'political prob ability. 

Now, I believe I have gone over the main 
advanced by the gentleman, and given my reason! 
for what I regard as apolitical her 
the idea that this nation is a compact of Slate 
and not a Union. 

As to the anii-ndnielit now pending, I will BS 
that it legitimately brings up all the topics wide 
we can fairly consider in connection with the re- 
turn Missouri occupies to the National 
Government. 

Mr. Uiio.viiiiEAi) moved to adjourn. 

The President laid before the Convention a 
communication from the Directors of tho Agr 
cultural and Mechanical Association, offering to 
present each member with a copy of their Filth 
Annual Report, if acceptable. 

Convention then adjourned. 



THIETEENTH DAY- 

8t. Loits, March 15th, 1801 
Met at 10 o'clock, *.. m. 
Mr. President In the Chair. 

Prayer by tho Chaplain. 

Journal read and approved. 

Mr. Gaktt. When the Convention adjourned 
TTHlfclTflay I had just got through some desultory 
remarks in reply to the argument advanced ty 
the gentleman from Marion, (Mr. Redd,; upon 
the action of the Government under which we 
live, and as to the principles on which the Cob 
stirution bad been formed, and the Union wlu< h 
was created by it. I then pnssed on to consider 
some further remarks that he made res; 
the laws which had been passed by some of the 
Northern States, and in the course of my reply 
to what fell from him on that subject, t sail] I 
thought he had overstated the matter when he 
said some of these States had laws whirh had 
been passed avowsdly for the purpose of taking 
away from the slaveholder his right of property 
in the slave. I said I was not aware of any statute 
on that subject hi any Northern State, or any 
State which dared to adopt such aadacfoe 
son, as he supposed, and I called upon him to 
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name th 

i of CQMtitn 
sold the Bta Kinking 

:ioo passed the Legislature of that 
1 8 58, or thereabouts. Well, if 
: parsed Uie Legislature pf M::ine i 
| nly soy ill at I have no means of know- 

apon the subject, si.-'.ing that the Revised 
Si of Maine, which aro in the Law Library 
. has ■ tolerably fall collection 
',,<, come down to the year 1S.77 Ini -lusive, 
• further. Bui ia that volume I did find 
be. one to which the gen- 
tk-m.-ii h.ivi reference, and t an glad to be able 10 
It, upon examination of that act, thcro is 
noiuimr in it of tin' character which he imputed 
tat it li ■ law against kidnapping, 
up in almost the Identical terms with 
the law which "W8 havo upon our own Statutes 
Upon the aai i with this difference only: 

icrcas our BtattUe punishes the offense by 
Bt in the penitentiary for a term 
mil exceeding ten years, that of Maine pun- 
ishes the oflengo by imprisonment for a term 
I -.£ Jlvo yearn, with the alterna- 
tive of a flue of $1,000. That is the net 
i much misunderstood. Ano- 
;h of the Maine Statute, refers 
relation or mister and slave, but It merely 
says thut any person who is a slave owner, volun- 
iriaging or allowing to be brought into the 
S S of Maine, any slave to him belonging, will 
i hia right— thnt i> to IBJf, any per- 
son contravening tfefl law of the State, in respect 
to that matter, by bringing his slave into that 
State, shrill be stripped of all the means of enforc- 
ing his ri^bt to the possession of that slave in 
that Stale, Xutr, Mr. President, npon this sub- 
ject I will say that while I am glad there is noth- 
the phraseology of the. act to which I have 
referred to which any HHeptfOfl eun be taken, yet 
We mast bear constantly in mind that it is not so 
much the law on thceubject as it is tho •: 

l imiuisiered, which makes (he di fa- 
culty. Who hns ever found any disturbance to 
rum a violation of the rights of property 
nder oar act? Yet, will any person contend 
that kidnapping is tolerated in Missouri? 
I think not — and If similar laws upon the same 
-. uf equal or greater or less seventy In 
states were executed in the same spirit As 
our own, no complaint would bo likely to arii?e— 
but laws like these, like any other legislation, 
may lie made the pretext of a persecution by 
persons of a malicious character, or under color 
made to work the greatest hv 
. and thai i- vlie thing of which our breth- 
ren at the Booth have mainly complained; and 
of which cIm.v- have the greatest right to'com- 
pttua; and while I maintain that, iustico requires 



that w< 

.-rant i 

• ry subject, let me saj 
1835, or thereabouts, a commissioner «n 
to one of the South'i- 

ng to the lest of n ji 

me Court of the r 
tntionality of a law which i 

lored teaman came to the | 

or lo any town in 
should be- committed to jail dnrtn 
the vessel iu that port, and dischai- 
nncment v 

weigh anchor. One oft' 
cd to bring the const! tu 
judicial decision. For that purr 
patched a commissioner to the Southern 
Kith Instruction! I ctri" rooms 

one hailing from tho St ; 

. d under that act. Mow all of us ha 
sou to deplore that the course of luw w 
allowed on that occasion. If the act was i 
tutlonal, the question would have been 
finally, I believe tho act waa < 
for, not recognizing those colored persons 
zens, I am of opinion thnt the Legislature 
State from whieh they came, cob 
them with the priTileg 
other States o' the I E -ving 

think the decision of the Snj 
United States would havo declared 
tionality of thnt art. In 
and so woul Ihe anp 

slond ta which that act gave rise, 
Constitution was misunderstood; but I 
of a regular course \A law being al 
mob violence was resorted to a 
missloncr was forced to lei 
which I have alluded. lie was 
portion of his family, a female ; 
1 r. i ollect, und p&> for hi 

his family, npon a vessel bound for the 8 
which he belonged, and he was advised 
back home and return no more. That 
violence is deeply to bo deplored 
grounds ; chleily because it. retarded the di 
settlement of this coutr* 
supreme constitutional arbiter, but 
the mode of preventing thl 
adopted by South Carolina, wa I 
est objection. And that brings me to i 
lion of too question, which is the most imj 
one that has been considered in the course 
debate. I think I haresutli i' ■ 
it waB stifuciently clear before any i - 
to demonstrate it, und the argument Is sofi 
that t feel ashamed to present it to an a» 

■'.1 iii a. large measure o 
vers— it bundontly pi 
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i bj it attends jailiewii; 
ml*r she Oofestilati 

rernmont being as essentially 
intent, which was secured by the people 
wtiolc 1 tea, as in the in 

1 to be ; 

1 being rn sphere supreme over tier 

8 tatc : Thu t being the .ease, 

> on*— i lil in the Stales of the thirty - 

■ | aio any 

i of tbi or any provision of the 

on, without King guilty of an obstruc- 

f legal process, of treason. revolution, or in- 

og to the circumstances. 

Su h lining the legal aspect of secession, 

ral aspect. We know tbat bycom- 

llaw, [he highest crime of which 

i law take* cognizance — the sum of all h.. 

f. Now. ha* treason lost any ofitssig- 
HiHr-is it any les.- an attempt to overthrow 
• sacred than 1c wis 
tnmoa law was the rule of in- 
Dd government? What i, it that 
Jiutee tho turpitude or moral blackness 
'nay I old, without any oU'eneo so 

it or law light this 
of paper that I hold in my hand, and 
u upon I that instead 

Flint table a mine of powder should oocnpjr its 
By!" with a match, I would 

I - of all in this building, If I 
ill any acl which would destroy life, 
justly as one of the worst 
criminals — but I would be. much more 
i an r by the commission of 

tbi« 0' rika against the live* not 

oaly ol dearest to me, of i 

tk'ular friends an me-, but I should 

igainst the live* of many whom I do not 
know at all, and involve hundreds in common 
i dVsu liiehlbavoimaemcd. So, 

then, such a i it would be far worse than 

ordinary murder, and I n boo* not waste words to 
show bow detestable an ordinary murderer is. 

what would be the offense of blowing this 
building with all In it into atoms, compared 
with tin' unspeakable criminality of striking at 
tan solidity of a Government, which it Is no 
dgnrc ' to say is the lost hope of man. 

If this great experiment fails — 
{and the eye* of the world are upon u 

anot say who 
may weep, bnt all the (lends will In ugh, and the 
irbirrary go the oppressors 

bun 




uent that does nol 

miserable f.iilare of the greal 

rornmeat, tried under the iuo>t I'u-vorm- 
.-ices. Wo have every circum-tance 
of its sneer 
by the evil passions and tlio base motives of 
a few conspirators against the v ill u an im. 
mouse majority, while the i 
is in all material respects in the lull tide 

. tl 
may well laugh the experiment to a 
I say then, Mr. President, when we 

ation of this most important qtu 
when wc consider not only the legal bearing of 
the matter, but the moral aspect of treason 
is embodied in the word secession— who" wecon- 
siler these things we rou't eitii ei l«o duller tin 
the stones beneai h our IV et or alive to the 
raendous consequences and wickedness of 
act by which so few con 
injury on so many. A great deal of noise lias 
been made by these secessionists— hut thauk God 
they are few, and wherever the people have be 
permitted to speak tbeir views, the »oi 
vor of treason has been iusiguifieautly s p . 
has resulted triumphantly in favor of il. 
wish To sustain the institutions which Ottr fa 
fathers have banded down to us, I 

SOUS, I thittk W6 are jus:, 
the great noise which has been ma ' 
from a very few btn-k and guilty throats. 
Want would bo the ccn eqocacfl of the con- 
D Ui which the gentli'iG.in f 
came ? If one of the Sta 
will, to retire from th* Confederal 
sumo that the compact D it >vill, t 

declare that it is no longer binding- 
at liberty to secede from the (1 do not like lo use 
the word Confedoraer, for it is no I 
of which it is a part, and take wh r 
seem good in its own mind; I say wool 
be tho result of that? Why the 
of philosophy that out of DOthing nothing eon 
come, would be entirely refuted, lot 
certainly true that if that constxuctll 
the correct one, the Rust would be established that 
there never was each a shaiii ion the 

world as this idea of a General Government; 
as .this notion that we have My such thing 
as a General Government at all. A 
ing to that construction we have no Federal 
Government, and never had one — for that 
which wo have supposed to be nieh has 
up power, audi what is a I 
that has no power to execute its 
Nothing whatever. Then according to that 
doctrine 1 wo have no Government 
thu people of ibo nations of tho earth wb 
heretofore looked upon us with envy i 



ing make-believe. The most sifriial results of 
modern history »P**1 
1 by b shadow and a mockery. — 
Achtai LRuutex- 

iT(iu:i, UWHWOTltly attributed to our glorious in- 
stitutions, have been due to & delusion into which 

• ilo world, along with Ourselves lias fallen. 
Thl* explanation of tho matter furnisfeea mi 
:r Tot the action of the school of which 
that gentleman Is on. exponent— for if m ham 
no federal or central power Ebon can be no 
crime ■ ■■; "ing that which has DO 

.ind if there he no such thing, there is no 
danger of being subjected to the offense i 
on. But the feet is, the vanishing nature of that 
ligament di if most clearly when a 

blow is made nt it. You muy strike the blow 
but the blow falls upon empty uir. The gentle- 
roan fro; n M iriuii, in his nrgument, COB 
that inasmuch as the Constitution was framed by 
a body which had no authority defined by any 
authentic or accepted Instrument on the partof the 
American p<-< ipi I ; and as that body did not claim 
fbr its own acts any binding force until tho tame 
were ratified by the States which sent them to 
meet together in Convention, and the pro- 
t m-iil which they made as to the Constitu- 
tion, bad no force until ratified by the. 
States — that, therefore, it was the act of the 
several States, and constituted a league be- 
tween the States instead of being according 
to Its terms, a Union of the People or the Dotted 
Btafts, extinguishing or suspending during its 
continuance, (and that continuance is until 
doomsday) — Kxtingulshing, then, the n 
the sovereign States, whose consent was riven to 
it as to certain powers, and clothing that Federal 
Government, which was established by that Con- 
stitution, with all the powers ennmeraed in that i n- 
strument, and giving it at tho same- time all the 
necessary powers to carry into effect those which 
were granted in express terms, I argued that flu 
very hypothesis of the gentleman was fatal to oil 
anrument. He maintained that the State 
ratified the Constitution were sovorcijrn. 1 grant 
it; i hey certainly were. It is apart of my ease. 
They were essentially sovereign, and when they 
ratified and confirmed this instrument they had 
full power to do so, and to grant to the Federal 
Government and the Constitution all the charao- 

-, all the powers secured, by all the sanc- 
tions which nro preserved and ascertained in that 
instrument. I argue that the ratification of the in- 
strument made it take effect according to Ut 
tenor, and that as the tenor declared it was an 
act of tho people of the U. States, the consent of 
the several States, tho only power which could, by 
any possibility of the widest imagining, culi 
in question that consent, irrevocably and 
indisputably Used the character of the instru- 



fitow 

argument thi 

Is oat at the mercy of a rn • 

every man, 

locn.li: v ' 

cognise, for purposes i I 

Federal, any tumultuary 

Bitty county and city iu 
State of the United States speaks ear! 
sphere, by an organised body, iu order ih*tUn 
teranccs may be distinct, and En 
formality and ata 

declaration. If every man, wi 
chill becomes opposed to the C" 
wish its alteration, they cannot, 1 
ab-mrd display of their wish meeting in 
He and by adopting mass resoiu 
any change in that instrument. But it in 
less true, it that sentim ;" i-,i>i h.- >' 
ntion of thnt Instrumcn 
a constitutional way, as effects to follow rant*- ) 

Tho gentleman from Marlon advened to 
failure on the part of the 8 
the fugitive slave law. I sai 
I quite agreed with him that the Booth bad j 
cause to complain of the North in that 
The North li4« not only passively V 
sistod thi-i .■•• Her a -five* 

pi., it ion bus been mostly by the imerrx 
mob violence in the way of the action of I 
Federal O Hirers . But is it fair to fori: 
these circumstances, that when mcjbs of 
kind have obstructed the execution 
in the Northern States— that their force bail 
overborne by a greater force under I 
authority, and that tho execution of the Uw I 
been victoriously carried ont even 
BostonW? as there any scruple in tho min 
i ioai ten lei fo ited anti-oo p in i;-t. h» ti • 
those who at the mere mention of ■ 
jure up the most frightful ,Bcenes of blood-t 
when the negro Burns was taken from Bostoai 
exeention of the supreme law of I 
anv one then think that acton the part of I 
General Government, was antimisw, 
sovereignty, which would joatify St*tci 
I trow not. If such opinions wcr 
they were by such men as Wei 
Tappnn and Garment. Boi I believe I must i 
rect myself. Those men are auti- 
the present time — Ihey are among the 
In defence of secession, and the 
era! Government haj no right to bring 
South Carolina, Georgia, or any other Stvte j 
the Union. They not only say that, but nlsoi 
the Federal Government has no right to 
any laws of Congress within o Slati 

that they arc out, and must continue a 
they argue in support of tho prop 
zeal which shows their heart is iu it, and fbr I 
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are upon this subject staunch 
Yancey & Co. — and they see 
gentleman from Marion compli- 
lar-f ightedness of the Abolition party 
that whatever else he condemned, 
rheir keenness of perception,) 
ael they gre with the clear- 
pro] in that the disruption 
Confederacy is death ta the institution 
KBOJJsJan i* invoked by them, 
ice of which secession is claimed ii> 
some of hb. 
resident, this ii a good Illustration of the 
' extreme* meet. Those who 
novw Heaven and earth to reduce a 
hich has mora promise than any 
i — to reduce it to the tuisera- 
te governments of Mexico and 
S n crirn — would esteem it n small matter 

KM to carry out their sentimental 
irhla of the African. On the 
in men in the South, equally 
ally unscrupulous, equally faithless 

Qpm t touton to which they owe 

equally faithless to a Government 

imi by the whole world] would 

< into fragments ior the 

of building np a contemptible iiitle 

t'ich they may be for a time, 

fancy, the heads. One hat 

i perpetaadon of African slavery, 

her tu dearest wish, u lesays, 

distinction between the white 

bhw k, mid comer upon the latter 

ht which every citizen in the land 

i Kb, these most opposed 

arc pursued by persona and parties 

violent enemies; but now, 

the same road, and uniting to ad- 

paliticel heresy of secession. 

oppositions in the North to the exe- 

!■ fugitive slave law, are to be deplored 

I [bey must bo corrected, and 

coiir.se of correction. The present ugi- 

not be without iu effect. If it does 

dee, It will rouse the public mind to 

viml interest; and if it will compel the 

unae their tnnetiona of selt govern- 

Head of confiding to the politicians, ad- 

pJaca bantew.to the mob and to the 

lety, the management of tlnir 

nliunal, the effect of the plea- 

Ql,l trust, be to maka every clt 

lc rliin it there is one duty that ia 

to religiously attend to i 

icii lor every office under the COB 'i- 

0, and the United States. The 

to i zitive slave 

North, may be wry well et off, (in or- 

i of sclf-righti ous- 

of imagining that wi: present to the 



world the spectacle of injured, suffering inno- 
■ i mi •• : but the North, that of active aggression.) 
1 say resistacre to the fugitive slave law at the 
North, may, for that purpose only, be set against 
the non-execution of the Jaws for the suppression 
of the African slave trade In the Booth. What 
BUS Ht moderation a-, I intelligence throughout 
the land did not sec in the conduct of the i 
of n Sontli'Ti, State, when the bark "Eh" 
a cargo of slaves was brought into a Southern 
poffe, and when the ino-t. dctcimincd opposition 
was made to the remanding of thoso slaves back 
into the country from where they were taken; 
and aguin when the yurlit "Wsfltdenr" WH 
taken into another port, and there by force, 
in open cloy, subjected to the unresisted 
acts of mob violence— what man is there who did 
not see in these acts an assurum o that this law- 
lessness would be counterpoised by lawlcssm m on 
the other side; and that it would be almost im- 
possible, so long as such acts were unpunished, 
j> to procure an execution of the fugitive slave 
law in ih I What conclusions do I de- 

ilui'e from all this? That one wrong od-rti the 
other and that no party has a right to con 
i ;.i.l Kabul I say that there are wrongs on beA 
sides, and that both wrongs or the wrong* on 
both sides must be corrected. History spcuks of 
wrongs on both sides ; and depend upon it, wrongs 
upon one side alone can never produce any very 
mischievous erfeet. It is only when a wrong on 
one side is met by a wrong on the oilier, faj 
u kind of rivalry, that mutters reach any very 
high point of mis-chief and destruction; and there- 
fore I call the attention of those who hear i 
these fnul ts on l » >i h nq .©so of 

drawing attention to the fuct that public senti- 
ment u< • inn in both set tioiiii, and that 
if we are to continue to lie citizens of u free 
country, we must execute the laws, beeou- 
are laws, without regard to the prejudice wbiefa 
stands in the way of their execution. A* long 
as the laws stand there, they must be fulfilled, and 
we are faithless to the Constitution under Which 
we tore, unless we fulfill them ; and more, whenever 
a citizen— 1 will not say » judge — stands in tho 
ecutlun of tho law because of a sup- 
]K>std hardship — whenever he prevents the regular 
course of justice, imagining that to do a great 
right ho may do a little wrong— whenever that 
BQSjt pernicious and puzzle-headed philosophy 
gels possession of any mind, then- is no su<-h thing 
us snying where the evil consequences of the act 
may Stop, It goes forth, and the results |fl 
be measured or foreseen. Will it be an; 
nuitter that we, the American people, should IMC 
that reverence for tho laws in which we have been 
educated, which is the most distinctive, the : 
est characteristic of American citizens; and width 
b:u been regarded with a tori ol -tupilicd udmira- 
tion by traveller* from Luroj>e, being son 
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which i- to be seen nowhere else under the mnl 
:i bold by foreigners that tttn 
is nothing which so in: the nsv- 

f any other •I'liniiv, a. ilii' spec- 
tacle of the criminal triiils which take place in 
Judge fitting npnii u lnin-li in plain 
ludere, a bniliff, one criminal 
DO tipstiifl", ii" m'I 'iii'i"-, mi gOtgd oirr 
the criminal — the criminal having perhaps the 
q n i [< iiJir I ol ulnriM number of the audience, and 
yet no one la the crowd having uny more Mm 01 
tli • possibility of | ibo sentence which 

b • pronounced, upon evidence, or of oppn*- 
axecntiou then of opposing the law of 
psTiCBttoo, batyiddiBg i" it a* an Irrcistibic 
wbii h it would be impiety and rnad- 

■ contradict or oppose. That spectacle. 
I Ik force of Unit moral power executing it* own 
decree* by virtue of the common consent of the 

of this country, and standing in the 
place of the sword, standing armies and constab- 
ulary forces — I am lolil that Ihl Ii a -p- r'n. I bl ' 
one wMch it takes a long time for foreigners to 

hi 'l. Can we not be sensible of the bless- 
ings we enjoy, and the deplorable loss wo shall 
su-tniu if ever that statr Of sentiment 080 * 

: ' Yet there are those who imagine a 
esse of subversion of this tiov.-rniiient — who 
look forward thirty year* and suppose a po.*- 

:atc of things on which sr, c — ii-nund rev- 
olution may be justified — there nre those who, 
in view 01 the po-sihility Of such n state of 

at the end of thirty years, are willing now 

the fatal plunge, and convert future into 

:: evil. ThflM mrii BM in h I nemies to Qm 

. . ,: n hi. .ii Ml] that 1 have no sympathy with them, 
and I am sure that such a wild departure from 
all the maxim* of praotlcad statesmanship, to 
say nothing of the rules of common genre, finds 
no support among the people of Missouri. 

It is said those who argue la favor of the Gov- 
ernment are submi>sionists and eoerdoBivtf, 
iwii unrU are supposed to have ugly 
sonnds. It Is imagined that no one likes to bo 

i iiiiini-imi-it, and rather than be so called, 

that he will place himself upon very questionable 

ground— indued, that lie will allow himself to be 

B 9 rather than nccpt ■ term v. 1 1 i . Ii || 

cap iblc of misinterpretation. If by suhmiggionist 

Bl one who is determined to support tho 

Cattail and submit to the laws, I nm a snh- 
inUfioaist. The term is one in which, thus ap- 
plied, I shall take pride. The word coercion also 
has been plentifully used as a scare-crow. Now.co. 

Il a word the definition of which ll demand- 
ed of those who use it in nn evil iBnm. Am I called 

■ ionist? I ask what is meant by coercion? 
I don't want yon to use a word rapable of two 
definitions without di linihg the Sense in which 

f It. We lawyers bnve a maxim upon the 
subject, which shows how jealously all such 



vague trim- am regarded, and we say Ihl 
HMOWke • ive confines hirai 

And *o I say tl 
tively meombenl open th. i 

any one to pay any Map 

define what they mean by 

do not ail attach the ean> 

Some speak of the ban Pes 

one den v- ihe horrors of war? It Is one of th« 

rcl- Of I' ii ion men ■. . 

war, ami that is our main 
tion to it, so that it will not do to aey thai 
who are in favor of coercion are in favor of 
In that word, coerce, we understand th 
limem which would enforo 
laws by peaceable and etffl means. 
so prevent the possibility of civil w«r. 
would appeal to those civil D 
Government execu ' so pnw 

appeal to the sword. It will not do 
marching armies across the solicit 

bo abed the blood of our brother* 
South. No man of common sense would 
cats such a proceeding; thethl 
to bo entertained for a moment. The mat: 
for the proper execution of tin- Imrs 
the States. It may be that it i- now 

so much so as to render «bi 

in some of them temporarily imp* 
then.' Wait until the n turn of reason, 
will remedy the difficulty, and wh- 
become too great, the people of those 
themselves', uncoerced except bv (he conv 
of thdr reawakened patriotism, wi 
protection of that law whii h not thci 
usurpers in their name, have thro* 
Bad the! . by common consent, the law wit 
more resume if- sway, and this Uol< 
was in times past, and what it will be in t 
tare. 

But we are charged with misrepreaentn; 
Soul hern brethren. It is- said that th ■;. 01 
be spoken of with nil possible tenderness 
of the speakers yesterday told you that he 
not consent to call these 
that they were acting for Uh M 
good, and were just and patriot! 
think that none of us can lie unmindful 
events of the last past mouth, mid tool 
the actual Conduct of the men for wtcoi 
softness of expression is bespoken, I 1 
see in this tenderness of dealing with tr* 
certain cowardly spirit of compromise, ant 
not help denouncing It. If seems to m« 
sembte nothing so much as Ihe old supen 
;tl practices of the Middle Aces. 
when a man was run through the 
sword, instead of treating; the wound ainl 
It, the imord which had created the wom 
taken and c iped and salved, 

icivcil every attention, aud ttie poor «3 
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adopted this coarse of treatment I 

<vh- re- 
• ointment? which «rew plaeod upon the 
< >(" the hi-ni •■ * "nil pro ig eff ct 

piwn it liiimi and absurdity, we 

B» rrauly enough to laugh nl U, us nn exploded 
bul an: we not exalting oar- 
kriia* I (v*e are debat! 

I c body 

jnTuiel, itment which 

-'flO years ne.o, in the i*»ol wonnds 

by the sword nr the spenr upon the natu- 

d [ think this sentimentallsm which 

now considering docs no; differ from this 

absurdity of the Middle Age*. And 1 may 

at tin- iu another illustration. 

have been sickly sentimentalists before 

time. This tenderness towards traitors 

thla dread of exocating 1 1 1 ■ ■ laws is 

a new thing. Them hare bets 

cum pies of the kind lie fore to-day, wherein 

ti» pi tired. In the last 

tmtary there wn*. in a province of France, a 

wae a young man of great learning, 

u! iho wii> noted lor his most a-cetie purity 

: lift He supported ;n 

small salary which he re. 

wed as Judge, ami this small salary was 

only means of subsistence. This Judge 

OanVmed his Judicial function* with 

peat acceptance fur many year*. At 

fcajih h resigned his office, and that 

iWgnatlon left him destitute, ire resign ed— and 

: Unit n man who had licen 

■tMHtvl lunl educated and clothed and treated 

liy a niT.iin olil gentle- 

Bin or the town, had murdered bid benefactor in 

- Ii hi.- funds. This wretch havingheen 

omricted of murder, the day was iixud npon Tor 

6u judge to pronounce (be sentence of death; 

stthe whs so lender-hearted, thut rather than 

pvnonnco the sentence ho resigned hi- Beat. 

fcr,do 'so I am speaking of Fencluo 

ar Li IVyroux, or any of those philanthropists? 

• i speaking of Max imllliau Robes pierrc — a 

*»•; wii<», :i few years after thla tender exhib 

•atlrd i- a his verj Hpa, nay, swam in 

- I fan sMitro those gentlemen who exhibit 

*»th a tend' r-heartedness at the present day in 

ftpr-l to o- n i"ii, thai Moxkniiliau Robespierre 

d. Sentimentalists are not to 

ted with the conduct of any pji 

, they are not of sound mind, they prc- 

**» gr> oi human rights, but their real 

•i i< fur mooncalves; for the aJwIU 
capital punishment, for the abolition of negro- 
f cv.-ry Inttj 
1 1 v w ith i ur ti--. and with nature, 
bo tli 



li wai sni I in rapport of the amendment un- 
derdiseusston, that if Missouri octed properly in 
thla matter, she moat act aa Virginia, Kenl 

Mary I aid mid North (' d wlini the 

These Hsu Vurl, . ramie the 

1 1 1 ;■ r New. York, WOoM 0* nv.dv wjr'.i 

and money to enforce the Federal ami 
in the BooSt. Kentucky very properly mM 
to New York, whenever you embark upon 
any such enterprise, you had batter keep eJOU df 
thOaOO n1' Krnrmlcv ; for if you attempt to cross 
the soil of Kentucky in the proaecntiOD ..; 
nn enterprise, you will he met with men and 
I am pnpond to indorse that sentiment, 
beeansS New York has no right to furnish men 
and mousy, except at Mm all oi the I 
Government. This resolution assumed gratuit- 
on lv " state of ittng* which I btjtava: wBl Mtox 
exist — a state of war. It looked forward to 
rli;it In tendering thla aid to the Federal 
Government, Xew York was nn 
wrong, but no such resolution was aent to us, 
and m shook] be wrong la going out of on 

to notire it, or to p;isr- this amendment— and to 
that I will come in a moment, but before doing 
so, I wish to say this I 

I sail I to my friend from Marion 
day, flint I <dnitnc I to he M Strict a COM tlUCtlOU - 
ti tii-;! of the Constitution, as any man mi;-- 
where; that I hold the Federal Government t.i 
the powers whi'h were con i erred by thai Instru- 
ment. I tell him I shall not bean apologist for the 
North. But I would speak nn reservedly my sen- 
timents upon this ssbJeKi and before I leave this 
purt oi the -iiliji-et, I artafe so say inn:— 11 
Hera the negro rnce h blessed by the 
oi African slavery, as it exists in Us 1 1 tTnittd 
States; that there is no spot npon the face 
globe, in which the negro race enjoys so nmofe 
physical comfort, or moral training :l " - 
tion, as in the slave States of North Aj 
I wei"h my words, ami I say in the slnue States 
Of Koran America. 

If there be an exception to the remark, 1 
like to know where it is. Is It in Africa, where, 
■I Btfl funeral of the King of Dahoma 
dredsof human victims where offered In 
t-ioriliee ? Where the Degl dp all 

manner nf idols and IndnlgC in :i!l >orts Of cuper- 
stitions and beastly practices? Is it Ldbi 
colony whi-h has been settled with At 
fnrnn this country, and who, though partially 
1-ivili.rcrl by contact with n - u] .areas 

credible testimony »hows, in a statu Of rapid 

into the barbarism from win h tl. 
eansotigiuatlly sprang? Eail in Jamaica, where the 
negro race is at tin- moment in a far less i iviliied 

. 'ii than in l&"tii when fhev w 
paled? In IH!i\ wit'-n 'o-l-s were cm.' 

eip.it-d, they -were l«.-\ 
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but 1 1 io >- haw since njhtpmd.by ■ singular i 

into all those degrading an J superstitious worships 
■ad practlocg nwmliai to their UBiafitbmi in the 

depths or Africa. Is it in Hit Northern States of 

the Union ? Let no one suppose Clin 

fact. A more squalid, deb need and MnrtnfaniBg 

popatkttoa is nowhere to be found than the i'n t 

negroes of the Northern States, !t will not do u> 

Haeribe this to climate, for in some of ; ; 

and slave Smtes there is no difference in point of 

la. Take (or tnitatVW Missouri and Illi- 
nois, and we find that the negro is far better 
mi.<] Ibr in this State in bondage, than 
tree in Illinois. There is Culm, which is a slave 

I of a tropical climate, but Cuba la DO 
exception to the remark I have made. The 
Unbans well know the *upcriur capacities i 
over VOOm for hard labor, and -ctitig i-i tin" 
dreadful slave trade on unfailing source of sup- 
ply nt a cheap rate of the moat productive class 
Of l. iIm.i. ■!■.•», they have on large estates hnndreds 
of male negro slaves without two women. I 
now! not dwell upon the unspeakable horrors 
ttsaoxirj flow iVora such astateof society. 
T! in uk heaven there is nothing like it in itiyouu- 
try. So I Bay the negro race — and I say it lor the 
ftnnnflt of those philanthropist:! who think 

iiiive a special mission to make a era" 
sade against slavery in the Southern States. — I 
i.iv uhitevcr its edTeCt may bo upon the white 
man— and I shall leave that question untouched— 

:!ie black man ltd influence is benign; 

• • no urban I tat b the African race so web, 
card lor, iib iu the slave States of North 
Amerii a. This being the effect upon the Al'rii mo, 
■ Hat me the results Of his labor? Can tiny per- 
son who is not a .fanatic contend, for a moment, 

. woik which i* performed by .-lave labor 
- — that the cotton, lice and sugar 
wli'i. h i- there cultivated— that, the labor .neces- 
sary for its cultivation can be performed by any 
but did negro race? It cannot be done by any 
And one of WO things must be — either 
the fertile country which now yields to the world 
those articles of necessity— for they have ceased 
tuanriOB— -cither these mast bt> •UCnudued 
to the serpent, the alligator and the wilderness, 
instiiution of negro slavery must pre- 
vail. It is clear that the negro cannot be made to 
work any where, except, by the means now used 
in the Southern States, vis: by compulsion. The 
negro will not l>u stimulated to industry by the 
expectation of hi ordinary rewards, Whenever 
reliance has been placed upon these- motives, the 
only rosult has been disappointment and failure— 
-a it trill ever be — you raancompei them to work. 
Nobody understands (his better than our friends 
across the Uritisu channel. They arc seeking at 
this moment tu lind a substitute for it. They have 
found a country where cotton can be rui-ed, and 
they have the African race. But the difficulty is, 



they want 01 the I 

ike to 
plain word slavery. They have too long c 
upon oil who had part or lot in slavery a 
of criminality which makes them 
admitting that all thi> 1 1 -c boa 

ing war on the only possible means of su] 
u prima ncceosJry of the dvflli 
stead of design the word "a 
talk of "organized labor" at the hands c 
cans, and in admitting that without such 
isation cotton cannot be had, they so ai 
Exeter Hall can be expected to go at on 
towards the abandonment of iu sen ti menu 
form. 

A t.w words now on th.- his rest 

and I hope my remarks will not be <-otitide 

to this amendment. I oil 

it because it ia subject to two inteipi 

is equivocal, and the over zeal of our prre 

might read in this resolution an 
tion calculated m Instruct bin 
Treasury in the Stato of Missouri. W! 
over teal upon this subject, it will a 
ble to allow him to Imagine 1 1 
nii\ obliga Ions to respect the Injunctions 
Convention so far as to seize upon 
Treasury in this city. Non . by a strict co 
tion of the amendment ho might a i 
thus authorised. The good- 
that are consumed in Missouri 
here front abroad. The duties upou 
Ond their way into the Sub-Trea-ur> i 
city, and these are our contribution* to jh 
Bra! Treasury, and this is the money 
wc furnish towards the support 
eral Government; for in that way the ti 
the Federal Government are levied. Bu 
declare that this money must not be furnt 
the General Government in any 
a seceding State — and that terra re-matt 
vague — it being by some considered 
the very simplest acts of Federal ai 
are measures of coercion — it mi 
that when it is noiiii-l to the 
crnor that a certain sum of iu- 
Treasury and that the IV 
docs not intend to send the 
of the seceded States, th lor maj 

excess of his ocal, fo far mi.-intcipt 
amendment as to believe that his 
him to take the monstrous stop ot 
the Treasury. It has been well 
amendment is liable to a fur: I i 
that it needlessly pledges us I 
policy, and that we cannot prndi utly mi 
ges to-day, which to-morrow 
folly of, Fo 

lie. a| M-11'lllielll. 

Mr. ComisoO. When thisdisca 
menccd on the amendment c 
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«nCi:: it intend to participate In 

Me, bill I ! .' pur- 

tod determined to present a few views 
• entertained the 
thai we wens in the 
'adjnrtingonr difficulties: but thai 
lav greatly depressed by the news I titul in 
rning papers. I have been tlucttinting be- 
3op» and despair Tor many rlny, lint rhis 
Mf I feci greatly depressed. I feel that this 
iaatt', ing upon n rrcaeh- 

i rul volcano. 
ret that the dteeosslon of this subject has 
men a nidi? ran^e. I ■■ wished 

mben had confined themaelve* mores trict- 
le amendment. It is very important that 
old, in this natter, act with gnat dcliber- 
end we should be snre, before we net, that 

right. There ha? never been a time when 
nportnni question b have been presented for 
fration; and I feel that we on 
Hat if our duty, ami then discharge that 
rnarerer it may be. What wo ore, doing, 
■ and gentlemen of the Convention, 
jt. and will not affect alone our interest)*, 
II have kb Influence in all coming time. 
ake raps which may involve the nation in 
ar, wt» shall do that which in nil future 
«j shell hare cause to regret. Consequent- 
ly, thai we ought to use the utmost delib- 
i before we attempt to do anything, 
ire taught, by philosophy, that a email 

cast into the bosom of the Atlantic, 

r* a vibration that is felt upon 

Ktrcme verge, and if this is true 

tral philosophy, how much more true is it 

■ , and that <-v -ry net we com- 

Qiia occasion will have a relation to all 

time. I am not disposed to go into a bit- 

| the difficulties that now s>nrround us. I 

Important that we should 

j of Aln.li;iciiii-i!) or Republi- 

tBut we should deal with facts us they 
DM r mied vc that history has 
tod<> with thembjeet It seems to me 
wise fur the planiersof Mississippi, 
nrrasse, when the waters of the Mi •- 
inundating their cotton fields, to 
id debate how much of that water came 
tie ( 'hi", how much from Luke [tasca, as it 
iir to debate what have been the causes 
'I to the present crisis in our affairs. 
ainintr (net view, I shall not aitempt to 
be history of Republicanism, or trace any 
past hi fry. 

reaiiy to use all my feeble efforts towards 
eservation of our rjnfon. I thall nava 
oy labors until the last ray of hope is ex- 
bed- But while wo are upon thi- 91 
old talk about it plainly — we should nut 
i conceal onr view. So for as solving the 




present diftVul ties are concerned, I trust no gen- 
tleman will (eel disposed to oecnpjr any bob] 
ground. At the same time that we feel to 

lulres us to talk plainly in regard to OIB 

■>'■'. we should speak in terms of the nf 
most kindness. I fle not B ri like eaattng t 
npnn any mun at litis time. This is no time fijf 
crimination. We BbooM neitherdenounce a nun. 
for being a Secessionist, neither should we 
a man fur h; ing n RopttbHcttL But if we can ilo 
anvthing to *avc the country, I feel that onr 
labors w J I have been tnfllciantlT rewtv. ' 
presume from Avh at I have studied in reg 
thlamatter.that there is but one point upon * blnl) 
there is any difficulty, or upon which this Govern* 
ment is to l»o shipwrecked. It is well know n to 
you all, I presume, thnt the Crittenden proposi- 
tions received great favor, and would have been 
.submitted fo tho people hut for one of it-* 
that relating to the mbjet I of slavery in the Ter- 
ritories. I shall not attempt to discus* the run its 
of mat proposition, butcnll your attention to the 
fact that there would BWre been no dillwulty in 
tin- way of adjusting our present troubles had U 
not been for that clause. Now, gentlemen of the 
( 'i >:ivi ii t i< m . this didli-idty which is exciting so 

ittention.is an abstraction, according to 
my opinion, nlthouyh it is true there is a princi- 
ple involved In it. It is maintained by ante til U 
slavery should lie protected in every BMM of Terri- 
tory, and by others that slavery should not go inro 
the Territories, and cli i — i-* the platform upon which 
Mr. Lincoln was elected. It is proposed bj the 
Crittemlen proposition that we shall dfri 
territory— that all north of a certain line shall toe 
free and all south all slave. Oar friends of the 
North say that they will not grant this privilege, 
and the tendency of their art.* thus far has shown 
that they are willing to disrupt the nation and 
drench it rn fraternal blood rather than I 
this right. I maintain that if this line wore drawn 
-hn cry would never go north, and that it would 
not to any extent be established south Of that 
line, I think every man ought to concede tbji 
proposition and sacrifice so much of the princi- 
ple as to peiniit us to take slavery south Of th.it 
line. There is no nse of dis 'ui~itiL' the tiu-t that 
unless this question is adjusted in • 
manner, rivil war will ensue, as well as a total 
dissolution and disruption. 

But what shall Missouri do at this time? Shall 
she secede at this time? No. I do not M 
with that view. I do not propo se that Mi 
shall MGOde, but that she shall speak out to the 
border free end slave States, Mid to bV whole 
Union, and tell them we want this Union pre- 
served. We should tell them :b i' 
nettle the difficulties', and we should indicate the 
plan of doing it. She should net as mediator; 
mill tii i favor the amondmani of tut 

gentleman from Clay. The ffmlnrln n Qflfewd by 



the Committee on Rfedtud Ifi lation* doe* not, I 
think, place Missouri in a proper pusition. Acting 
iboold in the rapacity of mediator, I say 
tin' amendment is well calculated to place 
hcr tnie position. It lias licen said tbnt il 
contains a threat and an ultimatum. I do not bo 
regard it. I think it gives the people of both 
sections to understand vrbat wc require and what 
I aityof the Northand South. ItLstruewe 

nre part hd-I pares] of the General Government, 
ti 11 them that as a part we will not nil in 
tig seceding States. I say that we 
not menace the Smnth nor the General Govern- 
and when ive soy we will not countenance 
tin Southern Confederacy in a war. or the Gen- 
eral (iovrniiient in u war upon the Southern 
States, we ore taking the proper f 

I do not think the resolution at all conflicts 
wi Hi ■ uir il uty. We are dealing w itfi the 
as it now present* itself". We say that as matters 
now stand, we believe that oar line of duly lies 
lure, and wo will follow it. It is known that the 
very moment the General flOMnilMBl makes 
war upon one of the seceded States, all hope of 
I'ut it) gone. There can be no adjustment 
ii tli- General Government should attempt to 
supply Fort Sumter, H eidlect Hie nvinue, Or 
pass a law abolishing ports of entry. Any at- 
teni|it pjf this kind, to cut off the supplies by 
mean* of the swonl, woulil he coercion. I know 
that many differ with me in this respect, but 1 
am opposed to the Sound Government moving 
SOB I i >"i in coercing these States, in the manner 
■» hi' h t have indicated. I am opposed to llie rc- 
infon ement of Fort Sumter, or of supph iny Fort 
Pickens, when such an attempt maaU involve the 
nation in such a manner as to place our 
ties beyond the hope of adjustment. And the 
iiiMimut that the first drop of blood is shed the 
but ray Of hope vanities, and then all tho border 
slave States will go out. You cannot stop tho 
tide of public feeling. I have as patriotic devo- 
tion for the Government as any mnn, but I can- 
not ignore the fact that when civil war is Initi- 
ate.! then yon mnst take a decided atari .1. ami 
cannot ho neutral. Then where shall wc go? I 
think there cannot be any question about that. 

What is tho true po-itiun in regard to the sece- 
ding States. Now, I shall not discuss the i IJBItf> 
tutiona] question of secession. I do not know 
that any gentleman will underake to justify se- 
n under the Constitution. I think secession 
is a heresy, and that no such term is applicable 
to the action of any State. Tho only term tliut 
ran I"? used is revolution. Then 1 say that South 
a ami the Other six States have revolution- 
ized, and thut the revolution is complete, and 
they are this day, although their independence 
has not been acknowledged by the United 
States,, an independent government. This rcv- 
oiution bus been bloodless, bat it is com- 



plete. There was a time, when this re 
could have been arrested and its leaders t 
treason. But I ask, gentlemen, 
stat* of caso now exists. They have ft: 
M.n-tituiion. Mr. Buchanan never attOti 
arrest QutlAe v> hi.h has token them ou 
Union, nnd now they can never be I 

In treaty or stipulation. Do you 
th.it it" Lincoln marched an army to iln 
and cupiiir-d .iclT. Davis, the articles 
would not be observed, and that Jcfferao 
would be treated otherwise than as a pri! 
war? Those who are now living under tl 
ernment are subject to it. They have ti 
oath of allegiance to it, and now their act 
not be considered treason. You will Bad 
lion of that cham bar is not so regarded 

best authorities. I say t!< 

ted by the amend meat to the resol 
con-iiliTiition, is the true one, I am unw 
forego the hope that peon- may he rosb 
hops this amendment will be adopted, bee 
rejection will be fraught wiih evil. 
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lriKRJOOS sassios. 

The question before the Cm 
the adoption of the following nmen 
by Mr. Moss, of Clay, to tho fifth n 
ported by tho majority of tho Committee 
era] Relations, to wilt 

" Aud farther Lflleving that the fate of 
depends upon the peaceable adjustment of < 
eht difficulties, fhe will never coantcnanCc 
speeding State in making war on the Gece 
ernment, nor will she fumirh men and m< 
the purpose of aiding tl.e General Govern 
any attempt to coerce a reding Slate.'' 

Mr. Hitchcock said; IdealratorpaaJ 

to the resolution offered by ii 
Clay. I am glad to see, from the rem 
well of the gentleman who last i 
I Mr. Comingo,] a« of many others who I 
I the Convcntknij that in one fee 
nre all united. I believe that there ii i 
ment more earnest, more deep, or mot 
felt in tlii.- 1 Con vi tattoo, than the desired 
war may be avoided in this land, and ti 
Cnion may be preserved. 

Wc me assembled here to deliberate a 
duty of the people of this State at 1 1 < 
question has been — upon what pric- 
ed? what conclusion shall we reconm 
thut people? The inquiry takes at once 
discussion of those principles, a form wh 
acuta it, on the one hand as a que-. 
merely, while on the other it is regard 
question of principle i 
Now, I presume ilml the proportion wil 
disputed here — that we should not . 
weigh all that we do but that in taki 




yoatt t on ii I select 

I truth, riius clone, in 

ran we hope to 

i results which, vi ill end ore. As wl i 

■Bin, on iho broad waters of the Mediter- 

noMit, suddenly Hods himself cantoped bj 1 1 j-- 

fonm B the whirlwind*, which gom«- 

i across that majestic inland sen; 

round him, and he may 

lose sight of the head-landa by which he shaped 

■ i though .-ill othi r uliJGclg bo liid- 

n he can bt 

i and the unerring 

.- their pi id niR« through all 

dw dan/crs and intricacies of his course, lie is ns- 

acbiag ia safer) cbe haven be 

tlrstrv-s. Never wa-. there h time when it wh so 

i our people to look into the principles 

vhlrh underlie out in.sriiuiious. It is by those 

ton principle* thai we must regulate our action, 

I that these flimlliimillij qiJU 

ivc been brought up before the Convention 

ns&ion. since upon our rim of" these 

loesduns-, whether wl- desire it or not, will prue- 

tkahy reft the course v. I ill adopt. 

. dtscnxMon of t!ic proposed amendment, 

-re, I desire — and I deem it eminently ap- 

mit some i a nth rc- 

- \ e-t< t'.'rv by the gentle- 

om Mario a, | Mr. ] i«_-« ! • I . | upon the right of 
IHMslon. 1 think it cannot be denied, i 

n of the resolution now before 

••up inflates the possibiliiy of practi- 

■ lion by tlie State ol MltfOut Tli" 

• jir. --ly deelure* t*ist the State will not 

fartibh men or money to aid the General < tovt rn- 

Bent in any attempt to coerce a seceding State. 

We are met nt once by the ambiguity which.nnfbr- 

to this much used word coercion . 

arious definitions of that wool. 

.up to tome, it means the maielrfBg of 

«n,-rm> Into the Sooth; with others, it embraces 

Its retaking, and with others the mere holding of 

ttrtsand arsenals— and ngain the collecting > ■ i the 

ie. It seems to me that the word is goner* 

load pore or less broadly, according to the 

♦sgrw ol sympathy which the speaker has with 

I the extreme Southern States. And in 

i Die fait that so various meanings negtra 

<f the word, surely we are bound, if wo use that 

i»or.l, louse it in riew of any in 

•r which may be put upon it, We mu--t 

foresee and be ready to stand by it under any 

rprelation. Now I apprehend ihat it 

ban bf'4i diuion.-inttcd by one ol my colleagues 

|Mr Kroadhcad) Hint under the C'oii<-iiluuon or 

i i- supreme, the Genera] 

I has power to provide for calling out 

the militia, Dot only to execute the laws, run also 

to suppress insurrections and repel invasions. 



Suppose that the General Government, in tiro 
lawful exercise of that power, should cull npon 
the people of this State to execute ■ i 
law — suppose Missouri were lawfully called upon 
to furnish men to aid in suppressing insiiri 

; ing invasion. Suppose that \b inch 
1 Hi ii ihe Convention should have adopted this 
resolution, and thereby pledged lot COOi 
tion of our people — suppose that a retpua 
such call wotald come within what some of them 
understand to be "coercion"— shoal J we not be 
compelled ID raise :i <|in siiiin which might pro- 
order and contusion among om* 
Should wc -not be obliged to look beyo 

"ii, and in spite of any such interpreta- 
tion, at the true nature of our relations to the 
OWBIM Qu WJllimei) t ? Should we not be bound 
accordance with a just view of our true 
relations to it, and of the fundamental principles 
of our institution!! , so lone aj to- 

in .1 to cdMl Therefore I do MM ••'• EtOW 
in considering this resolution, framed as it 
is, we can escape considering the cpu-iion 
and the right of nullification as at least 
a possible question: and when wo speak of 
nullification, we may as well di KM 

question which that idea involves — namely, the 
■ 1 u.--tioT» whether a State has a right to throw off 
its obligations to wards the Union, and in rcinsing 
to obey nny one of those obligations to repudiate 
them all. It comes to thai, and noil big els*. 
Nullification cannot be defend erl save on the 
ground that n State has not only th' right <■< »<"'■ 
lify hut to JECEDt. Audi desire, therefore, to 
i on-ider, an directly pertaining to the question 
now before u.-,ibe arguments advanced in luvor of 
the " Bkjbl of Secession." 

it will be remembered that the gcntl< man from 
Mariurr |Mr. Kedd| in asserting the right of se- 
cession, laid down the following prO| 

"That tb"- i."onstltalton of the United Slates Is an 
"instfumetit nude by the States, actiog r.f State*, 
'■«nd ha< in g st t lie time, all the power* of snvcruigti- 
'•tyi and that it was ncnmpnrl between Ihem ; and 

"Mist If ilil- oe true, then when that compact is vio- 
''hitvd, each State has a right to declare that Com- 
"pact at an onU. 1 ' 

I read from my notes of the gentleman's re- 
marks, cnrefully taken. I ii i-h to -late his argn- 
menl i.dily and correctly, ind if I have not done 
so, I hope he will set me riaht. But I bcBara this 
is precisely what he suid. 
In support < if that proposition, a brief bistori- 

' •■•—■■- ■• WrniTfinf IT tin- | ■!!■. urn MBGM 

preceding and attendinu ihe adopijon of the Cun- 
stitution. You were reminded ilinton the Fourth 
of July, I730| the ihirtcen eoloalei declnied them- 
> to be " frt* and independcntStates," claim- 
inif "fall power to levy wur, a •.'■e, 

contract olliniites, establish i otmnflrce ud to do 
ail o.livt hCAl o-nd V\xme> xi\i\*}n.V&ftK\ftAK»-'4. , a»»* 



i. thai 

.1 Ii'|.i-n.lciii B 

-ration, 

by Iho llfth Article of whirl ued :in 

Agent, Ihe Congress, ond delegated to it power* 

necessary Tor mutual defense and general welfare-; 

i Inn Congress, each Stale, without regard 

a) population, had PtM vote; iliat by the 

fctcosd article each State UAUWsjy retained i« 

loetreiguty, and all powers m.t expressly dcle- 

ta the Congress. It was furilivrttnted that 

ation to formed lanced about ten 

But that experience showed the Congress 

it in Hie- necessary powers, and 1 1 1 lit 

in 1787 it passed an act calling on the States to 

rrmedy ih«c defects; that they did so, each State 

Banding delegates appointed in its own way, 

which delegates met in convention in September, 

1787, and formed the present QptlHtniion of the 

United States. 

You were further reminded that by the t> n:h 
article of that Constitution it was provided thnt 
«heii rntitkd by nine States, it jhould go into 
ajflbM a- batmen the States ratifying the same; 
t hat it was ru titled by threw States In the lull of 
I by six more in the spring of 1788; and 
that then, and not till then, had it vitnliiy. 

m contended that these facts established 

tin- {imposition above stated; thnt the </< tfosi uf 

<te» a* tuch alone gave vitality to the in- 

•trument; ttiat the Convention performed the 

• dice of a aorioanar, and ihat mikc, until 

tales, the instiu mi« 1 1 1 hud no 
effect, that the true question was— "When was 
ttattfnrtnn ratified?"— and that when you 
(liar, you tell when ii- wt.i.ity began. 
Tliat, therefore, it was not the action of the Con- 
vention, luit the ratification by 1 1m- -c\rn:l Stale, 
winch cure vitnliiy to the in.trunieni. Ami the 
L.'inli-inau tadsted thin while the effect of the 
Constitution might be a question of law, yal the 
qui Stfon B6toieAnt it u, it, MaBexpnabtd it, a 
mere ntn-srion of fact, to bo ascertained and cs- 
nnHshtti. like iiny other question »f fact, by 
evidence. Upon the facts above set forth, there- 
fore, he churned that the Constitution was a com- 
pact betm en the tavona] State*, taking effect npon 
Its ratification by flic ninth 8tatc in June, 1788; 
and that afterwards the four remaining Slates 
concluded also to ratify it, and so became parties 
to the compact. 

It was further argued that the delay of thee 
four Static tu ratify the Constitution, was adcli- 

• I Hence that it was n compact merely; for 
where, it was asked, were those lour States In the 
inttrimt Not under the old Confederation, for 
that was dissolved; not tinder the new c on-titu- 
tion, for that they had not adopted. They re- 
tained, meanwhile, all their sovereign power, and 
as Bovert-iiMi States they finally came in and be- 
come parties to the new compact. 






Upon these grounds the gentleman from 
on claimed to have established hi 

I further argamci from 

provisions contained in the Consrii u 
its own amendment, claiming that - 
ments, even when proposed In a National 
randan, nail be ratified by three-fourths af 

I, i; If still the sovereign Slates which 
the power (o ratify or preveut any i '. 
that it is therefore true that the Couetlti 
cowiptict formed by the States, as 
people of the United SteM * as one cotnii- 

This, if I am nut mistaken— and I ask ; 
noted if 1 am— waa the gen; indoor 

ment as to the true nature of the Constii 
From this he deduced without diffli 
elusion, that i e i.~ iiotiibm 

in case this "compact" be violated, an ..: 
be made, yet there is a law that prorld 
settlement of all difficulties — a hi 

eteniid prim i] lc~ oi in-ii.,-. mid ircofjl 

throngbonl the drUiaad world— the law of 

tions. That aecurdi»L r la this law, when 
pendi mi sovereign States make a compact, they 
are bound to keep it in good faiih. 

But, it was said, if the compact be violated, da 
law of nation* provide* a remedy 
ways. The injured parry may either 
hold the offender to the compact and den 
demnity for Its violation, or it may rightfully dr 
dare the compact ut an end. Audit the oik-mlcx 
refuse to con.-ii hi the compact at an and whro 
rightfully declared, then an appeal to arm - 

Itary i oan Ion— Ii the mdj moanft 

Pursuing the principles tin; 
which the gentleman declared to be i : 
only principles upon which the mum 
duties of the States can be be decern 
mined that, if the Northern States have not viola- 
ted this "compact," iln-n the Southern M.<v\iiug 
States have done wrong, and may be m_i 
compelled by the North to fulfill it on th 
lint if the Status of the North have noli 
compact, then the States of the South have 
right to declare it at an end. And ibus, hut 
established, to his own satisf-sction, thu light 
secession, under the Constitution, the gen 
went into an elaborate statement of the 
on the part of the North, which, in bis view, fuJhr 
establish the right of the Southern State* at 
time, to declare the compact at an i 

Into this latter blanch I do not propoee M 
follow him. 1 deny his premises and dbpsfl 
argument— if 1 uni right in that, I 
fall lo the ground. 1 claim that, the i 
of the United States is not a coho; '<"•/, but 
It purports to be— B i 

■ compact, bo in no tense a compact 

between sovereign States aa each, I claim 
by and under that Coufiti wa* catab- 

Uahadand now exists a real National Go 



r-io^cs of that Oo*em- 

• if the States 

fern away from them hjr the 

the Constifn- 

tuit tlicy thought tie 

re. And I contend that it is 

Itself, the Constitution of the 

., that we must look, ami thai In U 

all And a true and nrimifiiakiil-le 

ion of its nature, objects and i 

xl, the Convention moat have been struck 

Eiarkablc admission which wu made 
tleman himself, in opening his re 
idmisii m which the advocates of his 
are usually T*ry jlow to make, and aox- 
prciportinn as they find It difficult to get 
lie frankly admitted that the very first 
n the preamble to the Constitution— "Wt, 
oput op thb I -were 

lannony with his interpretation of that in- 
ji. He went further; lie acknowl 
candor which I respect} that those words 
I I 
that the iustmment was not 
reign States, but a Con- 
.icstu'i "lie people. Prhmij'irie 

President, as every lawyer knows, 
rridence which if not overthrown or i on- 
il, is held sufficient to prove a proposition 
Has this evidence been overthrown by the 
nt which I have quoted? I confess I inn 
to see any logical connection in thatargn- 

can be the connd i n the nature 

Tienr, mid tlic tinio of its ratiflca- 
W'faat diiT.ii cir mil it make n* to icVial 
ttrvmeni tea* and;*, whether nine Stat i 
«B Slates adopted it In 1757, or 1788, or 
i ars after 

the < lomtttntjoc itself is its own best 

Beamy interpreter, and that both as a mat- 

ct and of common sense, if we would un- 

ini incur we must look intoit. But 

eman from Marion prefers to look ont- 

rea the express recitals of the in- 

t prima facie evidence— no more rand 

to tin of its adoption to decide 

'vhat it is. Weil, sir, I 

I the issue of fact. I appeal to the true 

Bl — the history of that InBtru- 
ii' nurd- and nets and decimations 
who framed it— the occasion 

■■1 ihriii, lhe evils they were forced 

y. the remedy which they did provide, 

ii ions as to what they 

that remedy was. And thus upon hhl 

I the very evidence to which 

I 'iff that the gentleman's 

r a o" cm sovereign States Is 

Dtenablo and mistaken. 



T remark, in th' Si 

t [deal of the relation 
to tin centra] authority prior to W87 
rioostni ' tin- old Confederation, 

nill more of the Congress which pre"-! Ir, u 
though the States had on a certain occasii 
together and held a meeting and mn 
ment and quietly gone on under it. Tin 1 
in.td Congress which adopted the Dec] 
of Independence, was little more than a I. 
tionary Central Committee of the S' t--. with 
powers necessarily vague and indefinite, and 
with an authority which nothing but thi i 

■ the times upheld. Tit! 
gress proposed, in 1777, the nrtieles of Confeder- 
ation which were ultimately adnptid liv the 
States; but not until 1781 were they adopted by 
nil the State*, nor did the first Congress of the 
Confederation meet (under the Article of the Con- 
federation) till March 2d, 1781. Tl I 
tion therefore really lasted but little more than six 
years, insteadof ten. And there is nothing more 
striking or more manifest In the whole h'b 
the Revolutionary straggle, or of the five years 
that followed its conclusion, than the fact that 
nothing but the pressing necessities of war had 
kept the States together, even imperfectly as they 
did it. Hardly was pence proclaimed, •» I • 
energies which a common danger hud directed 
against a common foe, began to stir up 
strife. State pride, 8tate rights. State jenl 
State rivalries, rapidly weakened tl)'- ties which 
had united them, and the most dangerous inter- 
nal dissensions threatened to destroy nil Hi 
home, while they were paralysing all respect and 
confidence abroad. The Confederation «us 
fa ■ n I ly formed before it began to decay In Ita 
own inherent defects. 

Thja " Confederation " was in every Kerne a 
compact between the States, Etporpaited to be 
such, both iu the preamble and by (he (el 

The separate ■owerafgnty of the 
States was expressly reserved by the 'ill Article, 
and by 3d Article It la exprc,-" Ii that 

" the said State* hereby severally enter || 
firm league," &c. I do not dispute flic 
man's views as to tho ''Confederation.'' 
suit me cxa* ih 

But why wens those "Articles of Con: 
tiou " abandoned ? Why was the Federal Oon> 
vention held in 1787 ? If, as the gentleman states 
— and as I nirree— it was to remedy defect* 
by experience, what via- their nature imd wh.it 
me the remedy proposed? These are some of 
tho "Taets" With which 1 shall deal, ami I pro- 
pose to answer theae questions from the n 
and Indisputable records of the transaction! 
t !" iii-.-1-.-i -s. ^ ml in the words of those who took 
part in them. 

I beg to read, in IBVWW t" tht AtM of these In- 
quiries, from an ^tabulate ttatevosuX., &ck«\l \s^ 



by James Mapisok, ami printed at page* 1 00- 

telting forth the 

ltd anil the evils and dangers 

wl I h brought tibout the Federal Convention of 

i>e Convention the aspect u4 

i! hi the political condition of the United 

sould not bat till tiiepublie mind with ag'oom 

wliirli iv Hi reliettd only by a hope th«t so Mloct > 
body would devise en adequate remrd* 
mg and prospective evil* to Imj/r«*iT*l y demanding 
it ." 

"II wan ?ccd that tlie public licit, rendered loit- 
ered by the cause in which it was iururrcd. remain i-d 
p oriaion for its payment Tbe reiter- 
• l.il and elaborate i-Si'iits of Congress t>> procure 
from the State* a moie adequate power to lalse the 
: 1 1 1 Tlie effect of tbe or- 
dinary roiuieitlona of Congress had only dii>|ilu>cd 
ihi' iw'fluiri cy of ibe authority BtUl | On in. ■« ■ 

SUM! liming duly complied with them, some 
baring (ailed altogether, or nearly so, while In one 

' , ihat of >cw Jersey, a compliance win ex- 
pressly refused: nor was more yielded to i/ie crpof 

IS oJ member* of Vongren,deputtd to her Leg- 

it'atur.-, II, nn a mere repeal of tbe law, without* 

compliance. The want of authority in Congress 

to regulate commerce bad produced in foreign 

nation*, particularly Great Britain, • roonopo- 

llring po'liv, iiijurion* to tbe trade of the 

Slates, and destructive to 1hcir navigation: 

fAe imif fsliiif and anticipated dittvhitti n vf the 

I i tin gtii filing alt npprehcnrwii "J n rmrn- 

i ltd Statu. 

The «sme want of a general power over commerce, 

'ad to tn exercise of tbe power, si pica tidy, by the 

States, which not only proved abortive, lut engi-n- 
ili r, 1 1 rival, conflicting and angry regulation*.'' 

"The States Laving ports for foreign commerce 
taxed and irritated the States trading through them— 
as New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and South 
Carolina. Some of the States, ss t orn.ei-t ..Mil, tuxed 
Imports from other*, as from Massachusetts^ which 
complained in a letter to the Executive or Virginia, 
and doubtless to those of other States. In sundry 
instances, ss of New Tor*, SCew Jersey, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Maryland, the navigation laws treated tbe 
citizens of other States as aliens. In certain esses, 
the authority of the Confederacy was disregarded — 
as in violation, not only of the treaty of peace, (with 
Great Ilrituin,) but of treaties with France and Hol- 
land; which were complained of to Congress. In 
oilier cases, the Federal authority was violated by 
treaties and wan with Indians, as by Georgia : by 
troop* raised and kept up without tlie consent of 
Bfpnaa; as by MassaohuEctt* : by compacts without 
the consent of Congress; as between Pennsylvania 
aud New Jersey, and between Maryland and Vir- 
ginia." 

"In the Internal administration of the States, 

a liolation Of contracts hid become familiar, iii He 
form of depreciated paper made a legal tender, of 
properly substituted for money, of instalment laws, 
and of the occlusions of the court* of justice, although 
ei Ideal Hint all such Intorlerenoca nuVctlng therighta 
of other States, relatively creditors, as well as citi- 
mro, creditors wTfbi.i the State. Among the da- 



rirji oaer la 

taaqtftl 

loomy emi 



feets width hsd been severely felt, was waul 

formitr in can ■ i cquirlng it. us I. 

and bankruptcy ; a coereire amh 
alt, and a guarantee of internal 
States." 
Such, Mr, I'residiTH, h the gi 

eminent Virginia statesman 
srfla, the detects mid tbediaonSsui then e 

under anil n \S Of O 

ration. But he goen on, as it wcpj with 

no less tban a historic? sta;, ■ 
consequences which then flowed, and 
rnii->i ewr How from cinch t system. I ct 
tbe exiruct: 

"As a natural eonsoqaenc* of this dishes 
and distracted condition of tbe tninii. iL. 
authority bad ceased to be respected alro* 
diapomtions m shown there, parti,. 
Britain, to take advantage of it* imbecility 
speculate on Its approaching downfall. JU I 
had lost all conildeuce aud cveilit The ansti 
unjust eateir ul'the States, had also foi 
spect and confidence essential to o. 
government, Involving a general decay of 001 
and credit bei ween man ami man-" 

And what wore the rapidly approaching 
and dangers threatening not only tbo Col 
tion of the States, but the lib.' 
themselves ' Mr. Kami « onthrt 

"it w*» found moreover ■ itstt 

papular yoctrnmcnf, or most dislrn 

cacy, were yielding to anticipations, thst, 
increase of the confusion, a ao vtr mm 
mere congenial to Oirir iinti t* their apt 
those most devoted to the principle* and for 
pnbllcs were alarmrd/ur tfir c c tl sss n/tibtrif 

stake in the American experiment, aud *nxl« 
system that would avoid tbe IneJIieacy of an 
I'eileracy without passinginto tbo opposite ea 
■.consolidated government. It waskn 
wore Individuals who hmi I tfiataMM 

archy, and there bail always been some not 
able ti> a partition of the Cuiou •','<> 
eraeles, either from u belter ohntaoc Of flgfll 
sectloual theatre, or that the aectiona wouW 
stronger got emmeuts. or by their hostile < 
lead to a monarchical consolidation. I 
locinlerment bad recently made its apnea 
the newspapers." 

"Such [says Mr. Mapisor) were tbe de 
deformities, the diseases, and tbe ominous p 
for which theConventlou were to provides 
and "—[I beg the gentleman 10 obsen- 

ought never to be aetrlotktd in **p<r- 
predating the conttttuttonal tkarltr, l*« ret 

u-.n provided." 

i think, sir, that with this nndcratandli 
i. evils to be remedied, we rany pro»-e«cl to 
' the measnrcs ndopitod fur that purptfle. 
The Federal Gonvention met a- 
in May, 1787. After some days ipeni in 
for absentee*, and in prelim 
find that on the 99tfa of H ;>y, | M o li.hatci 
Got. Basdoi ph, p^tti 

" bucinesb." Loth from bis own atatn 






Mr. Maoiso*. it appears tin' 
'.luiion wiili, ami at r 
rolleogTU., " Die Convention having 
(torn Virginia": and that his propo- 
li d Ui > ir viewf. Ha made a brief 
ng the distracted condi 
ountrv. ami the utter inctliciency of 
< Qd closed by offering a series 
in? the essential 
thought expedient la 
III 1'imkney, of South Ca» 
pfbre the Oenrentlon a plan of ■ Fed- 
l. i. an I both plans were referred 

• the whole. 
it day, Mr. Randolph's plan was 
t was postponed in order tn consider 
. also Introduced by him, 
! read, as showing the fundamental 
'ii v.Uich Uio Convention acted. — 

nn.ii of the Suits merely Federal will 
•li ttii- ohjeeta proposed by the articles: 
■Oil neinely, common defence, teev- 

, and ceneral welfare." 

Ovary or treaties among the whole or 
aa individual sovereignties, 

it Government ouglit to be ea- 
:pi«ting of a tupreme legislative, exec- 
1 judiciary." 

» earnestly ask your attention to 

' pie, b ti t &ll-£in portnnt rcsolu- 

were introduced and debated, ex- 

rolving the fundamental principles 

the action of the Convention was to 

They expressly declare that no treaty 

o imiou merely Fcderat, between the 

Ividunl sovereignties, will accOnrpUah 

objerts. The discussion of them 

1 question wo* precisely wbeth- 

Unlon should be a "Confederation," 

between the States ns such, or 

Government, resting and operating 

.do people. Thus we find: [Debates, 

ajranrcn Xomua explained the distinc- 

D a federal nnd a Xatirmnl Govern- 
armrr being a mere compact reeling- on 
th of the pari it a, the latter having a 

d compulsive operation. 

9 observed nnt only that the present 

DO WUdellCknt in not providing for co- 
ii nii-t uiu-i.t against delinquent State*, 
ttry cogently that punishment eould 
istar- of things, be executed on the 
Ively. and therefore, that such a jrnv- 
"— WWtliry at eouUI (Meetly operate, 
t. ami would puni.-h those only whose 

taken in Committee 

..- oo Mr. iivvnuij-n' 
hi h I Live just read, and it was 

u! ill. I'll I,-' L liL'TLEJt Of 



motion oi 



Bowk Carolina: bis States voting aye, the State 

ofOouuouUant no, and the State of New Foil 

i led. ThnaWa* deliberately laid (lie 

foundation for oar present Government, on a 

OUai," a» opposed loa " Fvlcral" plan, 

I will not weary you, sir, nor the Convi 

rrin| to the oumeroni other prooBi 4r the 
same sort which the Debates of the Federal Con- 
rention afford. I desire, in tikis conneetion only, 
to allude to one or two other*. It »ill be 
that the "Federal" party in that body, (ns those 
wen callod who wished to preserve the eon 
ate basis by establishing only a stronger league 
or treaty between the States) adopted o plan 
which was embodied in a aeries of nln 
submitted on the Ifitk .rune, by Mr. PiTTEnsox. 
of New Jersey. The "anti-Federalists" adhered 
to ILakdoli'ii's resolutions as their basis for a 
National Government. The latter were reported 
hark without alteration, by the Committee of the 
Whole, (by 7 States to 3, and Maryland di 
on a direct vote between the two plans; and on 
comparison of the original resolution-* with the 
Constitution itself a* finally adopted, the identity 
in principle and often in language; cannot bnt be 
observed. 

The " Federalists" opposed the Rjisin»tin 
scheme by every argument, and among others by 
one analogous to the remark of the gentleman 
from Marion— "that the Convention In Id only tl<" 
ullirc of ii scrivener." It was urged that they had 
no power to propose a plan of government en* 
tinly different from that of the confederation. 
The answer was — "the Jiot ll not to bo here (in 
the t.'unviiiiniij but with the people." They ad- 

:is I admit, that thev performed tl: 
draftsmen merely : but they held, as I hold, that 
the Constitution they proposed, if and when 
adopted by the people, was thenceforward the 
people's act and deed. 

Again, turning to the debate of June 19th, 
{Debate* p. 206) I find a long amiable argument 
by Mr. Madison against the "federal" i tan, m 
which he brings tip the precise doctrine of the 
law of nations, which was brought forward by 
the gentleman from Marion. (Mr. Redd.) 

"If we consider the Federal Union (aajrsMr. M.J 
SS •nRlagous, not to the social compacts among 
individual, hut to the conventions [leagues] among 
individual States, what is the doctrine resulting 
from these Conventions? Clearly, according 
expositors of the law of nations, that a branch of any 
one article by any one party leaves all the other par- 
ties at liberty to consider the whole convention 
[compact) as dissolved, unlen they choose rather to 
compel the delinquent party to repair the DM 

This is just the dor trine »hieh tin- gentleman 
from Marion wants us to apply to our | 

iiiion; and the <! between Mr. 

i l Kr> M twin is, |as will bo V 
reference to ttii de-hnte,] thai tin- 1*8*1 earnestly 
opposed and helped to defeat Mr. PaTTtusos'a 






I'lnli, bfll BOM it might b* liable to tin- fl 

■traction which my opponent now seeks to put 
npon Hi'. 1 01 In its stead. 

Re-id"* Mr. Miin-i'N, whom I cp •■ i:i!ly 
li'(iiii>u <.f his well known political |iosi- 
tinn, we find, in the exprcs- declarations of others 
of the most influential memhers, the strongest 
e thai 11 !<■ change from a federal to a na- 
nailimnl system was the great feature of EtM 
work I > v- the Convention. The 

tation, of taxation, of 
"tit, of the CMItintttea or the Na- 
tional Legislature, and so on, which wore long 
and warmly debuted, rcnlly turned In great pnrt 
upon the tpu red in tlii- change. But 

1 CUBOt longer trespass on your patience on this 

Tlic Constitution being formed, It wan reported 
to Ida Congress, and afterwards submitted for 
ratification to Conventions of the people, railed 
UpWB, fa the several States. I 
nin <t Lore again differ with, the gentleman from 
Marion. I find that even in the State of South 
Carolina, then, ns now, the least democratic of 
all the States, the proposed, OosMtatfoi 
first submitted to the LagWatnPs, was debated 
■DdeansJdflred by them, hut was rnlillcd and 
I by a Convention, called for Hie purpose 
from the people. 

Mr. Redd. I would a^k the gentleman from St. 
.\hcilicr he denies that a State may act 
••ha Convention? 

Mr. Hitchcock. No, sir, I do no* deny Unit— 
I sav nothing about that proposition. I simply 
main the point flint the Constitution was not 
ratified by the States as such, but on the casta* 
ratified by Conventions,— ns near as they 
could grt to the people: and that it was with the 
express idea that it was the people of the several 
States, who were acting and ratifying it, that the 
Conventions in the States were called. 

And just here I would notice an expression frc- 
qiicutly used In my opponent's argument: — he 
denied "that the Constitution was formed by the 
people of the United States <u one community." 
If by that he mean- that the whole people of all 
the States did not in one body adopt It-— nobody 
■ayi Unit they did. On the contrary, it is mani- 
fest that no matter what its effect wot to be in 
bringing them all into one nnrion, they were ob- 
liged to vote upon it separately in the Stale*, for 
the reason that until it had been adopted, they 
lie people of thirteen independent separate, 
sovereign States, and, of course, acted W] 
at njdi, Ed ratifying and adopting it. 

I turn now. f.ir a few brief ra ft re PO —, to tie 
debates in one or two of the Conventions held to 
ratify the Federal Constitution in the several 
States. I refer especially to that of "Virginia, be- 
cause on this " question of fact " which the gen- 
tleman hna tumlc, I WtM to go right tothc strong- 



hold* of the S:afe« Bights pat 
their fnthers regarded the quuarJona. 
First, however, I read from the debate 

Massachusetts Convention, 

words otiii ■ i m Kvmi 

"The introduction to this rousritntlon ti 
words. ' We, the people, &e. Tf.e 1*b:up( 
Confederation l», ' We, the Sister,' Ac. I hi 
a men Fed •- nil Government ot State*." 

In the New Y'ork Convention, Chancel! 
i no atom remarked: [p. 214 lb. J 

"A Republic might very properly be torn 
Icnguc of States; but the laws of the general 
tnrcmust aot and be t-ul""!' 
we examine the history of Federal EcpobU 
legislative powers were exercised only in S 
their collective capacity, we Shall fine in thfJ 
mental principles the feeds of domestic violi 
contciuetit annihilation. This wai why 1 
the old Coafedcrafion would be forever i 
cable." 

In the Pennsylvania Convention, Mr. T 
who had been a member of the Federal i 
tion, and bore a prominent part in the i 
said; 

"The leading principle in tl>* pottttsa, i 
iv I lie 1 1 pen ade* the American I 
the Supreme power rc-idea in the |. ' p 

filiation, Mr. President, opens with a solo 
practical recognition of that principle: 'We, 
pie of tht Cmlrd SlatfM, In order in form, I 
do ordain and establish, this Lonstitutloi 
fcc. It is aunonnced In their name — it n 
litieol existence from their aiotbonty ; Uiej 
and estabuVh — (lb. p. 431. 

Again, this same Mr. W tM< 

ing clear and striking language.— (2 HE 
bates, p. II :| 

'■When the principle is once fettled ibat (fl 
are the source of authority, the cc-nsoqneiM 
they may take from the Buboritiuale gm« 
powers with which they hare entiusled tl 
place lliofo powers in the hands of the Gent; 
ernraent, if it f- thought that then t! I 
ductire of more good. They can dtotnlmir 
tion of power to the more contracted eirei 

Stale i/i'vminiiili; tl.ey can alro furnish 

proportion to the government of (be 
Who will undertake to tar, at a State off.cer 
people may not give lathe Genera) Goverum 
power and for what purposes, they plea* 
comes it, air, that I here State , 
(heir superior*— to the majesty of the | 
I say the majesty «f the people, 1 mea> 
not a mere compliment to them The hi 
gentleman went further, and tali 
eminent* were kept oat of this Govern mi 
(tether. The truth is— and it la a leading pri 
this ayslem— that not the States only, but u 
also, are here represented. I bave no iilt. 
safe system of power in the Govern'" 
manage the general interest* el 
could he drawn from any other SOttT 
■ny other authority, than that of the people 
ami I consider this authority as the rock < 



i) kicm mi 
sir, the argument of a man who b 

MleraJ Constitution a compact between 

as such t A more clear and admirable- 

in a few words, of the theory both of 

intuition oi power, upon which 

i I have not had the fortune to 

,t will i* abeerved that Boil argument 

by u member of tho Federal Convention, 

Convention, culled to debate and ratify 

I new instrument of which thescdocla- 

v mode. 

n to tho debate in N. Carolina, where 

rt4"*t»"" was at first Dot adopted by the 

, we dud the same question raised as 

lauit — "We, the people, &c," 

ie objection raised that tho Convention 

tgbt to use those words. 

Carolina Convention, Mr. Pluck- 
fully and ably indicated the prin- 
propused Constitution, and wo find 
i he theory that cither its friends 
supposed it to be a Iwgut or compact 
t-iii ilie contrary. 

ly refer to Mm nOiatlM in the Virginia 

, in which Patrick llunry headed u 

opjup.siiiun tu tin 1 CoBttlBUiOB, on tho 

rly destroyed tho sovereignty 

Li -ten to such passage* a* I 

in the opening debate : 

ll.is a consolidated government in A 

■mr , tnj the danger of such a government 

d very striking. 1 have tho 1 . 
iiu fur these gentlemen; hut, »ir, give |no 

• I, Vi list right hsd they to say — " We, 

. \\"Iki ailhattod tin ui tony, IJ'r, the 

urteud of HV, ir, r StaUit States ire the 

und the soul of a confederation. If 

he not the agents of thin compact, it must 

at. consolidated, uational govcrnm. i.t p] 

leo tali the State*.'* 

appeal. Gov, Randolph no less clearly 

gentleman Inquires why we assumed the 

of ''We, the people?' 1 I a*k, why not? 

Ircment is for the pi op.'e, ai.d the roUfortnnc 

people had no agency In the government 

>rge Mason, objecting to tho pro- 
said . 
be Coustitutlon he good or bad, the 
e! Sari J discovers Unit it is a uational 
timi/er n Con/erfi ration. | 
which give* the Oral hint of the lieueral 
heut laying direct u.\e». The assumption of 
!Tof In; itig iliicct Iuxck, doc* of It-ell en- 
ledeiatlou ul Hie States into one 
hied government. 11 — (8 Elliott, pp. 22, IS, 3D.) 
clearer proof needed than this as, to 
a thought in the \ Irginia Convent! 
ro of the now Contditutjou, both by its 



friends and foes? But hear I' .nut, 

again: 

"The fate of this question, and of America, may 
depend on this. Have they said, «v, the 
Have they made a preputial of aoompai i betwean the 
States? It they had, this would he a confeder&tiim. 
It is otherwise moat clearly a consolidated go 
meat. The question tarns, *ir, on i li-i t poor little 
thing— 1 Wc, the sjw plg, instead of the b'htlti, of 
America.' "— (p. 44.) 

I will not weary the Convention, air. Pre 
by reading more at length. Ceruiinly ihese ex- 
tracts show beyond all dispute that wbs 
might be thought of n-. merit*, the advocate* and 
tho opponent* of the Constitution alike agreed in 
"the fact" that it did not create a confederation — 
that it was not a compart — that it did not act 
li'her through 01 upon the States, ns such, but 
upon individual,-. — that it was to be ratified by 
and emanate from, and operate upon, Tin 
plk ok the Unites States. On this ground 
it was attacked by those who were Jeal' i 
State Rights and State Sovereignty. On tin- 
ground it was defended by those whom thi 
experience of the past and the portentous ilau- 
gers of the pr 1 -em h:ul convinced tlmtin a na- 
tional uiiveiiiiitcnt alone was there any hope for 
the future: and in my opinion, no candid man 
era faithfully read those debates without beiru; 
convinced that so far as tho evidence the;, 
is concerned, the instrument they related to iraj 
in I'm reii-c intended or adopted as u compact 1> ■ 
tween sovereign States. I desire to refer to but 
one other piece of cotemporary evidence, and 
that is in the language of th e for m of <•■ 
lion, read and agreed to and adopted by i i 
ginia Convention, as follows: 

' U |, the delegates of the people of Virginia, duly 
elected. &.C., if., do, in the name and in behalf of 
the ptnpte of Virginia, delsre and make known that 
the powers granted under the Constitution, fri 
riint from the peoplb of tub Uwited (Jt.v 
resumed by them whensoever the same shall I 
verted to their injury or oppression," Ice., Ac. 

Yon observe, sir, "derived from the pe> 
the United Staletf" And this is the declination 
not of tho sovereign Stare, but of the people of 

.-•t, a* piirt of the people of the I 
Stares 

than by this cxrinrfon of all talk of State action 
or State Mi\ireignry? 

So much, Mr. President, for the "qaeatJoo pf 
fact," outside nf 1 1, lion itself, i 

I have repeatedly said, it is in that instrument 
that wo should look for tho beat evidence of its 
nature. Sutler me, then, to deduce some i-on.-iil- 
erations from its language and true mean in _•, to 
Aon still more clearly that it is not a compact 
between the State*. Of course, in don 
shall hrive to go over ground which has been gouo 
over many times before. It would he tetf StfMge. 
if I could hope, on so momentous a queatiou aa 
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the the o PBM tit any 

wbl li should be new or origin. d. H wonlil 
of p 

f, tblfl nnnntlnn had not long ago been 
probed to i*s A ptna. BSfi try man who h 
knows that it has been 'hus explored; that (Ml 
arena of polldca] debate hn> been the back- 
ground of the Rreatt-st parti .'-.«, and upon which 
have met in fierce conflict the ablest minds of the 
nation. Vet, I desire, in this connection at least, 
to remind yon of the grounds on vrhieh ii is eou- 
tended thai we arc united as one people by a Con- 

:i iind not as States by a compact, treaty 
or league— tins irrefutable arguments, as I con- 
sider them, drawn fans Che iuiirui[i«-iit Itself. 

I* It not strange, Mr. President, if the sin: 
who framed that instrument, knew not the mean- 
ing of the words they at I we siiv that 
those men, patriotic, wise, skilled in all the prac- 
tical exigencies of statesmanship; rich in the ex- 

m of trial and adversity; and who — aj tha 
debutes nmply .-how — did spend hours and days 
.! nssuig a single phrase, nay a word, in all its 
iiu- is ings, not from any captious spirit, but be- 
en u.-e they felt deeply what tn mcmlous conse- 
qnenecs might hang upon a word— that tiu-c 

id not know what their own words meant, 

cot mean what those words express? Is 
not the question inevitable — if they meant to 
make a compact, why did they not say compact? 
Why did they not i league or confed- 

eration, or treaty, or atit«we«? The first two of 

vords were UNO 1 in the old Articles of Un- 
ion — whj were tiny lift out in the new? Sir, 
read that preamble over, and look at what it docs 
mean— every clause, every word of it. 

' Ifa, the poopl« of the United States, lo order to 

form ■ more perfect Union, establish justice, insure 

Ho tranquility, provide Tar the common de- 

i remote the geneisJ welfare, and secure Hm 

■J.-* of liberty to num-lvcs and our posterity, 

do ordain and establlsB this Constitution for the 

Uuihd States of America." 

I tare is a world of meaning in every clause. — 
Surely, sir, the men who signed that instrument, 
as they looked hack over the troubles through 
Which they had just passed, and the still more 
threatening difficulties and anxieties which in so 
iVw short years after peace was declared had rap- 
idly arisen, difficulties so great and amdl 

not even the struggle of the Revolu- 
tion had equalled— think you they did no: 
their words, or that they meant nothing by thai 
comprehensive preamble? Look at its declara- 
tion of the purposes to I* achieved. 

To form u rnore perfect Union — was there 
no need oi this, when under a "compact of Sov- 
ereign States" they saw already bickerings and 
jealousies rife, contests about lands, conflicts in 

on, trade driven off by the laws of one 
irurn the ports of another; angry complaints ex- 



changed between stubborn State I 
the cantra] authorities powerless to cot 
■r remedy? 

At tbfs very time we lenm that theqnrst' 
navigation of the HlasiaBippJ ma 
by the Congress, tn order th. 
m-'iit might di-p m of it — the people of I 
determined nt all haa 
cured, whila in some of the EasMrn Stat 
> imposed that it should berelin.it 
Spain. 

7b establish justice— among State; 
openly passed laws violating contra 
export facto laws, and J -ills of ottai 
which last a cruel instance was mentione 
Of the Conventions, whereby the life of i 
was taken without even the form of a 
say nothimr of the paper money of Rhod 
the worthless currency of the Coi 

nl the laws of more than one State, 
property a legal tended 

lb insure domestic tranquility— it 
< 1 197) when the alarm caused 
hardly yet quieted in Massachusetts, was 
that it is mentioned as almost the 
which compelled Washington himself, in 
resolutions long formed, to end hie days 
at lii * home in Virginia, lo come forth f 
retirement and take part in the Federal 
lion. It is a striking comment on the ine 
of the Confederation, that n< 
chusetts in quelling that formidable ou 
i'-.elf i|,e n unit, in part, of bad h- 
oppressive taxes— but having no ant 
troops for such a purpose, the Congress 
lied troops to be raised to pi 
bonier from the Indians, ofwhieb four i < 
ir ere Co be raised in Massachusetts, for i 
purpose of overawing the re' 

To provide for the common defense— 
that had never been done save nnde. 
oesaity of actual war, and even tie, . 
mlties and nt sacrifices which history 
shows. 

To promote the general loeJfan 
the btcMinyt of liberty to ourselves and 
terity. Let us read these words with ■ su 
blessings of Liberty, the last and groats 
to bo secured I Ah, sir, is there not to 
prophetic in this? Is there not soma 
which we may well recur now, when il 
dogmas of State pride and the same nn 
jealousy of State rights— I say it -: 
sense— when the views ol useai 

get thai it is the destruction of the who* 
to insist upon the rights or exclusive den 
nnypart of it, arc so rife amo: 
nn echo of prophetic and melam holy wa: 
these words for us, when the same sea 
which had almost brought those States tat 
collision, and which were calling forth tl 
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ind lamentations of patriot.*, Arc now 
■ bed, their borrld front? 

I II wo 

gtorio"- I ni.iii, which 1 1 1 !_•>• Buu 
■ of the experience of those 
i back into the Tory vortex from 
| were tt. !ingto emerge, we 

'.'■ - the prosperity ,bul tlie honor, 
:ie liberty Etaelf » (rich they bequeathed 
[change for Anarchy ami strife, and 
of a a pot's rale? 

r, tb ain and establish the 

ten or the United BttsW But why 
nd ntablith u compact ? A com p. 
ment- Yon may make an agreement, 
agreement an ordinance? You and I 
tke an agreement : two or mow State* 
k* on agreement— a treaty — a league: 
talk of ordaining it ? Those word- are 
Wit significance. They nre the words of 
ntal law. They are not used In ■!: j>!< i- 
WKtiii.L. "\v, . the high contracting 
do mutually agree/' is itie language in 
int hero— if it is nOtbjBg more than si 
I has been argued — wc find a compact 
1 established. Ordain and cstabii-h 
So, gentleru'.-n, that cannot be. They 
and established a OoHSTITUTJOW," — 
' in it* meaning as rtny 
Ike English language. The State of Mis- 
• a Constitution— what la that? 
in a compact between the counties of 
:? The gentlcuieu who take this view 
r unwilling to give this word that 
nee, when they come to apply it 
»n. The Constitution is the 
law, and toil Constitution nn- 
jrery requisite and every description 
odamcntnl law. It i-. supreme — thesu- 
iwot'he land — anything in the eonstitu- 
■ laws of any of the States — sovereign 
gentlemen— to the contrary, notwith- 

rhy is this? Is there any conflict there? 
U. It is not that the Constitution of the 
States overrides in fart the Constitution 
itales, bnt that, if through any misgov- 
;ornsnrpation, or unwillingness to carry 
fundamental law, a State should incor- 
mnetliiii'.' in it. Constitution welch the 
u forbids, it should be void- 
in so doing the Slate authorities would 
wed beyond the limits nssigned to them — 
I to them by i lie same people who as- 
ra place, iis permanent rotations to the 
Ition which governed them all. 
at the attributes of ihe Gorernment A 
. is an i Too and I roako nn 

-it. fftaal docs that mean? Yea, irhul 
mean? A fit l« nn n! 

nothing more than a description of 



I that yotinnd I hare mutually an -l. 
one to in this thing and the other to dotliat thing, 
oriheopp'i-' :. nobody 

pohlie incorporated by the agreement; an I 
iiig to the test applied lo it, irW tly 

mate, if you don't do this, I don't do that. 
And so thai Is ilie nature, and the office, 
end of an ■ no matter l> tw en "hum it 

is made. Now, does any gentleman toy Bltd our 
National Constitution is such nn agreement? 
Have we not be«n in the haUl of rappoemtf that 
then was iii-tu:illy a Government of the Uni 
! have «c not becu applying to H fl 
name? Have we not had an ide»— a fancy, 
for a good many years that Unit glorious en- 
sign white i> displayed »«er Oris platform 
meant something? And what was that meaning? 
Was it that we are merely a collection of Smi-- 
a conglomeration of sovereign i'>, held together 
on i ho abstract idea of a com pact? No. It means 
one nation — one and indivisible. That nation holds 
apowerwhich that confederation did nob That na- 
tion batlbe supreme power of peace, of war, of 
levying taxes, of collectiiiL- ivvenu Bt, tad of admin- 
istering to the welfare of oil its component parts. 
No community in it cau make peace or wur, nor 
exercise any other general control. It is an I 
ul body politic, with a will of its own, and a brain 
of its own, and wbese life blood pulpites through 
the great henrt of o mighty people. It is not the 
ngent I f 1 1s ■- BttfBB, for the simple reason th.: 
does not obey them or any one of them. They 
obey it when there is any Conflict. And yet eta 
It be said ihat this nation, which we are consider- 
ing is a metaphysical entity, a compact — U it on 
a compact that you ran have all these powers 
mid exercise all these rL 

We find, then, that this Government was created 
fur the purpose of meeting eert'iin definite evil-; 
that the experiment of n compact had been Catty 
tried by the Confederation; that it resulted in 
failure; that these evils were pointed out, and the 
deliberate Intention expressed of remedying {ban 
in the only way in which they i ■ ml ■ 1 be remedied. 
It is mil consolidated government that Patrick 
Henri' so bitterly inveighed against, am! in which 
his fancy led him to see all (be evils uti I nn. in 1 - 
ant horrors of tyranny. Yet Patrick Henry lived 
tosee ifc» practical application In peace, and dig- 
nity, and strength, and countless blessings of free- 
dom to all who lived under It. 
I know perfectly well the answer made I" iill 
' these arguments, I know that the more clearly 
the nature of our Government is demonstrated, 
the more alarmed some men become. It is per- 
!•• MM that '' H ' Slate Government* under the 
Constitution, do not retain their : toy 

i j nty. It- ought ro be true, for the simple rea- 
K>n thai ire Bud that when they did, they were 
wane off than 1/ chey had no Government. Wo 
find that, before they could bo brought to unite 
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in forniing this Government, they haul lo go 
through a bitter experience, which enabled tliein 
to apprei iate alike its necessity ud its blessings, 
lint th e tboul Is it oot, sir, 

die QOSI ample, the most forcible refutation of 
the. dolorous ptopbeeies in the (..mention which 
union? We find that, where- 
tiio.il »ix years of the mtoWMMM of tbe Con- 
iou, demonstrated ir. to bo on utter fail- 
ure, and a failure because it was a Con fed - 
,i i.iii nothing more — wo find that 

■ •Lidaied Government— this tyr- 
annical Government, as it was. represented to bo — 
thin Govcnura Dl ih.it mi to swallow- up ail State 
- have prui i'd it to ba a glorious suc- 
cess. M d, tor seventy or eighty' yeans, 
it bus n inula d the uiils, obviated t lie • 

. which that Confedeintioii ut- 
terly faded to obviate or avoid. l» not seventy 
| -i iK rice an answer to the arguments 
urged auaiuat it ? And would not the gentlemen 
who argued against it then he now more than 
1 to find iheir predictions unfounded and 
their fears without reason? Would they not to- 
day feai not M DHI h the Federal Govenimeut us 
the State* themselw 

'I'lrir. is still a Government of tbe people. It is 
the sumc people who have made a Government 
tot ibis purpose in one form und for another pur- 
;.•!-. I.i- not two distinct and oppoa. 
ing Governments, but one Government, made by 
the same people, and both springing from the same 
populnr authority as their source. I have heard 
it stated that we arc not one people, but many 
peoples. It is by just such fallacies as this that I 
li.-.c -i'.'h i ■- « -i> I- ■ loaaifakad thai they talked us 
though then- were two bos-tile powers, nrrayod 
one ngjiiiir-t the other. Why, we are part.- of the 
same nation. We- ure constituted one like nn- 
< » t !;■ r. If •■'.<■ in Missouri want to change our 
Slate Government, wa take the proper means to 
doit; und if we want to Change the Con 

I " iiltcd Slates, we take the proper means 
to do tb nt. 
But it Is argued that if you bgve to go to the 
to change tbe Constitution, it con 
hurdly be done. Well, the answer to that is, 
that ir it L< difficult and dangerous to 
change the Federal Constitution in order to rem- 
edy an evil, it is ten thousand times more 
dangerous and ruinous to undertake to remedy 
the irU l'y ; a --ion, 'Here is a practical evil 
ou the threshold, and which even those who 
contend for tbe right of secession adroit in tin ir 
argument. But is it true— do yon believe it lobe 
n m.', taut & reasonable demand, n reu.-onnlue ne- 
cessity, on the part of say portion entitled to the 
I of the. people of the people of this eOBn- 
try, pressed upon the other portions, would be 
refused? Tbe present crisis it no argument that 
it would be refused— forwe know that Loll cri-is 



bus been broughtaboiit with the interim 
grffl ■ iiinily to make that th 

sire to call no bard names. B a I 
hears me knows that the great featw 
ii lata is that in accordance with the deb 
sign of bad and ambitions men, autiou 
ago, tbe Cotton States have been "preci 
to revolution." Now let us ask ourselrci 
and candid men, whether we have no) 
mode Of meeting ail these difficulties tl 
sion? I imagine that we hare, and tb 
all satisfied that we have. 

I do not propose, Mr. President, i 
other questions naturally arising out Of 
subject, nor even to meet other ohjei tii 
I know have been mude. They have I 
lH*foi* and answered before, and no m 
fumilinr with the political history of thi 
will be at a loss to know the treasure- hot 
I have drawn many of my argument! 
not the presumption to claim them as i 

Hut 1 desire to add this further rem 
win ile system of free t. LffOflO 

county, State and Kutiunal, rests upon 
of t»o propositions. Those propositi) 

first. Thai there is, in fact, a suffli 
mon interest in the community so imlu 
act together, and to unite upon a basis 
protection and mutual forbearance 1 
i« what is tailed " Compromise," in th 
proper sense— a compromise of riglr 
policy and of interests. When it rum 
promising principle, I prefer to give th. 
ent name. 

Secondly, That upon this fair and Ja 
common interests, the people man ant 
be muted. 

Upon those two fundamental prop 
take it that all free governments, yes, I 
hility of any free government, rests. I 
true, they find their highest and mi 
cent expression in the Constitution of t 
States, if they arc false, — then all free gc 
is impracticable — the dearest hopes o 
ty are a ticlm-ion and a snare — and all 
and the life-struggles of ] an lots every 
hut ruinous experiments, to be washed 
the pages of the world's histoty nt th 
tears und blood. Fellow citizens of I 
do you believe that this is true 1 Will ] 
to a doctrine which can lead you to any 
elusion? 

There were other propositions advan' 
gentleman from !dai ion, ul.i 
been glad to notice. But I In 
present, and I have 'lone so in 
the leading historical points in iclotl 
"question of fact," with the fair deduc 
tbem There were other 
bad time I should be f lad to answer. 1 
admissions, too, which somewhat surj 



of the grievan- 
. be complained of wrongs 
tlie Federal Goranaan Ai the 
oudemned the a> ts of the so 
in sufficient cause or justification. 
tbot irmcmbcrthat not long 
felrtascd tbls Convention, in the 
'ummUsioncr from the ceding 
a, who justified her act of seces- 
d Miasouri to join in it. Tel that 
begun with the distinct an mi; 
f * .corgiu did not complain either 
ioaatitntion. dot of any act of the 

I could not but admit 
■f my fiicnd from Marion (1 hope 
l suefn in tlii-, that while he be- 
f the Sooth to be even g) 
which the Commissioner from 
lined, yet he was willing to stay in 
ake this to bo proof oi i 

ion after nil, and I am sure 
as that feeling, when he comes to 
from the. teaching* of blatoq 
of reason, that this Union was 
e the very perils which they are 
also find that devotion to the 
i--i opposition t h»t ran be offered 
Ural heresies as I consider the right 

•eat this time, Mr. President, to of- 
i ujion the report of the Committee 
I will Simply fay that as 
i Uie Report, though there are 
It which I should prefer to see nl- 
1 be itlnd to state some objei 
i portions of it, and also to some 
in*. Hut I content myself now by 
i n " I bag no 

ig to main- 
s' of Missouri in U attitude of 
»hnJl express my sentiments by 

lent, sir, I earnestly tra-t Ihc Con- 
i adopt. It looks towards nnllifl- 
*inly may he construed to bo a 
la pladge as la ■ coarse of action 
future; and It ami' Ipatea trouble 

mmdy grounds . Now If it were 
y one, instead of all these ■• 
not better let well enough alrj 

ag more, sir, inthij whole matti r, 
Ion shall lie Mich 

the respect and admiration 
luntry. I need not repea t the ur- 

should move us in i 
U' interest. I need not remind 70a 

"| Missouri, of hermaiTiili'iMji ru- 
ral position in this valley, and iu the 
ntinrnt, destined to l>e the path' 
ntiier.e. of Hi,- world. All these 




considerations appeal to us to remain in the 
i'ninii. Yet, sir, it is not to these that I would 
point, I would not desire to base our action upon 
any ucU ch this or that policy might 

secure. 1 shonld scorn to :uln.< are any measure 
on this floor on a basis of policy merely, in 
look deeper— let us aim higher. Now, more 
than even in the hi.-tory of this State, does it be- 
hoove us to see dearly, to judge patiently, hon- 
estly, wisely, of onr true relations to all with 
whom we are connected, and to take that course 
Which loyalty and duty shall point out. Well 
m.iv no, sju h one of us, recall the tonebinir lan- 
guage of the President: "You have no oath 
registered in Heaven to destroy this Govern- 
ment," Nay, sir, we too have taken a solemn 
vow to support and protect it, We can beBt lul- 
fill that vow, as we all de»ire to do, by showing 
that neither the blind impulse of passion, nor the 
sinister persuasions of those who— whether 
from intention or misunderstanding Hair posi- 
tion, — have done wrong— that no such per- 
suasion can mislead us: by showing that 
we know and will respond to our duties to onr 
common government: that iu true and loyal and 
patriotic allegiance, come what will, we will tic 
faithful to the Const! lion that has so Ion.- pro- 
tected us : and that as a portion of the people of 
the I'rdted States, we will demand ami insist that 
tin- government of this people DC preserved for 
this people,— amended, if need be, by this peo- 
ple,— but that des t roved and ruined i; shall not 
be. 

I know, well, sir, that I will be tak- 

en, and these views advui atcl bf tongues BWtl 
eloquent than mine. Yet I am rejoiced to bear 
even this humble testimony In its behalf. 

Mr. Diss, of Kat. Mr. l'< ; gen- 

tlemen of the Convention ; Before the vote shall 
be taken On the amendment offered by lha 
tie man from Clay, (.Mr. Mos-.j i<> toe 
resolution, reported by the Committee on 1*1 Ami 
Relations, I desire to e.ill the attention of the Con- 
vention to the prr ; of that 
amendment. It will be i raful exami- 
nation and comparison of the resolution and 
amen lm nt, tit it there Is a perfect harmony be- 
tween them. :ind that the amendment give- to the 
principles enunciated iu tl 

■pacific application, and carries them to thfltt 
proper logical conclusion. The resolution is 00 
foUowC: 

"5. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Con- 
vention, the employment of military tat e. by the 
tioveriiment to coerce the submission of 
the soot ling States, <■ mili- 

tai\ (brae by tin- aMdflag States to asssYfl the 
Government Dt* the United State- , VH In 
plunge this country into civil «-or, and thereby 
. .- 1 i - 1 ] 1 1 1 1 hope of an ami > utile act- 
\\ 



tl. i i hi tin- (fearful MRMi now pending before 

■iity , m then store Bfpe rt j • nn 

well i kit? Federal Government at tbe M 
mil -tuv (he arm of in 
power, and on no pretense whatever, bring upon 
the nuiioii lb*.- in hi i n - Hi civil war." 

Tin ic-o|ii:io:i | iii.ili-iiuii th« . niployrneiit of 

military Ibras In Ibe Raderal Qownmant, to <-«>- 

- ui-tni -j. -ii of ibo seceding Sure-, and 

condemns the employment of tuiliury f».rce by 

the seceding State* to «ssail the- Government Of 

ales, assigning as a ttttOD I 
eendi .■iiJiKitiuii, tluii. ili>' i-iii|il>iyiui-ni. of military 
. cither party, far Hah a paipOSO, would 
plunge the country into* civil war, and Quohj 
extinguish ull hope of an ainimble settlement of 
; before the coun- 
iry: .m.i botU parties are untreated to withhold 
and stay the arm o powor, md MLOO 

pretense whftK'vcr, id bring upon the nation the 
horrors ot civil war. The amendment i* as fol- 

Aineud the fifth re-olution by adding; 
'And further bdtavfllg that the welfare of Mis- 
souri depends ujxiri i he peaceable adjustment of 
our present dimciiliiejt, &hc will not countenance 
III ill ■ ■iMWlTtim Suite In making wnr on the 
! i Ii imminent, nor will she furni5.l1 men 
and money lor the pnqiosc of aiding tin- QoDOMI 
,.meni in any attempt to coerce a seceding 
State.'" 

Wlrtfa the revolution, ■« dams that the 

web are of the whole country, depend* upon the 
I ■ e, and the umic&ble set- 
tlement of the fearful issues pending befaru the 
country, the ami'inlinem gins to All declara- 
tion n specific application, by asserting tlint the 
■tufanol Mi--uun id ■panda upon the peaceable 
adjustment of our present diincultict;; and e 1 i 1 • 
the original resolution condemns in strong lan- 
guage the employment of military force b. 1 i 1 ! n r 
party against the other, the amendment Smt 
the proper conclusion from the principles con- 
tained in the resolution, uud says that Missouri 
.; countenance or aid a seceding Slate in 
making war on the General Government, nor will 
mtoh men and money for the purpose of 
tiding tbe General Government in any attempt 
to coerce u seceding State. The resolution efln- 
detnni as wrong, the waging of wnr by either 
ptinv ajjuinit the other, an I earnestly entreats 
both parlies to withhold the ami of military 
power ,and the amendment pledges Missouri not 
to 1 o nut* nance, aid or participate in doing, « hat 
the resolution dcuouncesas wrong. 

1 11m natouished at the objections that Have 
been raised against ihis amendment, by many 
who have participated in this discus-ion. It 
gems 10 begrcntly niUiiirf istmiil by ihoae who 
art opposing it. It bus been cbargod as a scccs- 
mc:i DunmaBfc 1/ the resolution eon tains good 



Union doctrines, and tlri 
amendi 

cession, hutis more stron ihan I 

olution. 

Let Oh amen inii-nt he analysed, and 
be found toi ons, »' 

three; and 1 challenge any nembi 1 1 
to present a substantial objection tn 

,:ii.n». Ii awerrfl, lirsi. I 
Missouri depends upon the penrcubi- 
of our present difficult! 
soiiri will not eountcnan eCalit! 

In making* G naral Govei Bat 

thirdly, that Missouri will not 

for the purpose of aiding 
ernment, In ray attenvj 
Slate. This . the 1 

mem. II the notation 
destiny of die nal 1 

'Settlement of the fearful IW |wn<! 

fore the country be iru 
the welfare of Missouri, wlii-h b an l 
part of the nation, 11ml which, imin hi 
graph ieal position, would, in :' 
solution ofthc Union, be a from 
upon the peaceable adjustment ol 
difneullks. 1 ri would si: 

nnv other State from a final dLsso 
lui hi, bo her weifan i- mor d 
than that of anyotb r State, is p 
Union by a peaceable adjusttB 
troubles. But I will notelnborati 
because it has ni 
The second proposition 
aiucudment is, that Missouri will 

• -r aid a receding State in making 
the General Government. Pi 
member on this Boor would he willing tl 
sour! should j- -1 1 1 ■'■; Slate in 

war upon the United Stales, I cannot 
what possible objoi tion 1 
sition in the amendment. I; 
should wage a war of conquest 
ing States, this part of tbe amen 
our State perfectly free to dctcrmiri< 
will do as Virginia, North Carolina, I 
and Kentucky, stand pledged to do, and 
to make common cause with tbe secodlnj 
and resist tho invasion; or, whetheo 
lain a neotral position. " Sni 
i» tho evil thereof." I hop 
may ever l>e made; but if it 
trust we will meet it as In 1 amoj nnnand 
The !,: by the am. 

one iigiiiiist which die princi] 
have been made. And I ask if thumb a 
of this Convention who think 
Government 

into submission? Noonehasbci 
to avow himself a coercion ist. No « 
can, conitistcnily «it!i his posil lot 




sent. And if any member on tliis floor 

i it to be the duty <>f the Qwwntl Govern* 

i nnf'ii n"0 1 he ->• ■■!■- 

■testa'' lion, sn"li o member could 

by the Com- 

■I if lie would re- 

to be Qm Jut; of Klasourl 

lad money to Aid in mi<mriiin_' 

wrrlotj. ha cannot vote tor this amend- 

i r, nothing In this lust 

tPttMnoMndmeot w* eh will preclude Mis- 
ng the General Government, if 
»Heg Suttee Buould wsire a war upon the 
I Government. 

Dl objection to the amendment is, 

HtBmeral tn enrbTcJng the laws, MDItary 

eecedb l' State* for the pur- 

•ftog tin mi, i- ■ verv different thing 

rfeTftag the lews. Neither the resolution 

amendment pel • toimy thing 

i nt of tlie laws. That is 
be determined by the provi-ions of the 
meat. But to prevent any mietrfldfir- 
g of my view? in regard to the 
ment of the laws, I will My what 
one ncqnaintcd with the 
r Ocrrarmnent most recognise as 
^1/ th* military power of the fSovern- 
in en/y be brought to the aid of il ji 

a enfon in ur the laws, when the civil 
ties, withont swh aid, ore not strong 
MRrttta purpose. The military power of 
vernment is placed by the Constitution in 
nation to the civil power. The Ions ran- 
■nforc trionally. by mere millta- 

t. When 1 there li no civil officer, to rail 
Id Of the military power, the enforcement 
aws bv military force would bo palpably 
Lnd as there is nut a single ofll- 
te seceding States, hoi ling i 
the Government of the United E 
vemmem has mi constitutional au- 

rn 'end nn army into tlio e 
the laws. To do so would 
imple the Constitution tinder foot. This 
n regard to The enfnrecmenr of the laws 
■■. and to the rollee.lion of tli 
art*, Tf a county or distrirt I 
stituteof civil officers. Gov. Jack- 
]) rid . violation oT the Consti- 

I y for >- ititO liCh county or 
• criminals, and enforce 
An army cannot be marched in io the 
■ mi [i r the pretext of enforcing; 
'■•i*not o solitary • ivil omecr 
state-, withou' a clear violnrion of 
•titUTjon. 

m of the Constitution of the United 

1 i be culled out to 

hit* been read and relied npon, 



as a means of getting an army Into the M 

[t enuiiot 1).' Supposed ilia: the wise and 
patriot trainers of the Consti ration Ln clothing the 
meat of the Unified Stneswith authority 
to repel I if die States, th tt iby d 

that the Government of the Unite I Btabsi ibonld 
i'sclf have the power to invade a S:ato with an ar- 
my for the purpose of subjugating it. To take 
the hypothetical case, go forcibly itated by my 
coUeague from CHnson (Mr. Birch.) if a foreign 
nriny sho .1 1 b landed iii South Carolina to con- 
it Suite, the Government uf the I in 1 
State< wonld, under the power to rep.-l invasions, 
have a constitutional right to march an army in 
to South Carolina and repel the Invaders. But it 
does not logically follow from this, that the 1 1 <>. - 
ernnn m of the United States rould, oonatituUoa- 
rrmj into South Carolina 

Lta. The Staple iiciii ol military I'oree by 
the General Government to OoerCe the M 
States into submission, is uneonitltatlonal, and 
we ougtrl to be "Ming Io pledge Mluoorl not to 

fiirrii-.li men or money in a] I In violating tbi 

ttnudan. 

It cannot M that this Convention, a majorvy 
of whose me horn in the States of 

Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee mid North Caro- 
iin-i, with the raw staring as hi flie raoe thai 
sady pledged to unite with the 
_■ Suite.. |n resisting military COCP I 
it should he attempted by the General Govern- 
ment — it cannot be, that those of us who hail 
from those States— it cannot be that any member 
of Ads OouvgbHoq, would be wtlfing to Lavebna 

Missouri In the suicidal act of aiding the General 
Government in nn attempt to coerce the Mtet Ihu 
States, It would be a mere attempt. l>i 
;inl ruin wonld be the result. The Northern in 
raden would be driven back. A civil war more 
bloody than any recorded in the pages of history 
would follow. lu-tea, I of coereiiiL! tin" s-'veu -.- 
ocdmg State* bito the Unbm, eigbt more States 

would he forced out of the Union. The wTiole 
country, Norih and South, would bu ilren- hcil 
with frnternnl blood. I nm unwilling to engage 
in this* fratricidal strife, 

Bnt su ppose coercion should prove successful 
Suppose the invaders should succeed in briniinj.* 
the Southern S'nies back into the Union, as con- 
quered provinces. This would not betheUnkm 
established by our forefathers. A military dospo 
ti-m,lhe worst form of government, would be 
established npon the ruins of the Constitu'i'-n. 
Let ia t m the BonndoeHof the principles entui 
elated in thi* nmendmont, by cons! ten Ing the if 
feet of their adoption by UllBourl.and by all the 
States. Civil war would then he an impossibility. 
And being reUevedofall apprehensions of hnv- 
log our efforts to save (h< i"' ; " by tbe 

inaugiimlion of civil ivnr, we OOUW confidently 
hope for the I |JB Ran HI of all our tro«' 1 




KMM gentlemen have said that there are 
no trouble* to settle, ttmt tiobo 
our grievonccB MB imaginary. Tie 
ii. ill" guruil by ignoring the startling errata of 
the last few moir.ln. and oiyhag peace, peace, 
when than i* no peace. Tho fierce storm that 
ha* precipitated seven States cut of the Union, 
n ill. if it bo permitted to rag* 1 on with unchecked 
fury, destroy onr Government. It must bo al- 
lay., d, OS a <li->olution of the Union is only a 
qOMttal of time. I do not envy the man who, 
in limes like ihe-e, emu told his arms and say that 
is hurt. Wo are all hurt. Wa are hurt 
by the financial ruin consequent upon our na- 
rioual troubles. We are more deeply hurt by the 
loss ...f seven of box states Btateaj Qm Martini: of 
man 'tars from our flag. Von might :i- vn-llsny 
that a father is not hurt by the loss of helmed 
children, a^ to say tlint a patriot is not hurt by 

Oh low of wren Sum from the Union. 

Tli" UaiOD can not be saved by denouncing the 
Sotiili. And the man who regards the secession 
Qnlf Staid as the cause of our troubles 
takes a npcefldal view of the subject. Secession 
i- not the cnuse but an effect — an effect which I 
i]ii;i|v deplore, nn effect which ought imt to have 
followed: still it is but an effect. The cause of 
our National troubles is to be traced to that nnu- 
slavery parr/, that disregarding the solemn mum- 
ing of the lather Of his country against tho for- 

minion of geographic or rational partbja, hM, in 
the lato Presidential election, obiaiucd the con- 
trol of 'he General Government. It is (he propa- 
gation of the uiieoiistiluiional dogmas of this sec- 
tional party that has brought our troubles upon us. 

I . at ha.-, justly been said, the mis-ion of Mis- 
souri is to act as mediator, in the peaceable adjust' 
ment of OUT national troubles, let us make onr 
action effective. Let os take onr posiiion in favor 
of I he Crittenden amendments to the Constitu- 
ihe Uaited Slates. Let us appeal from the 
dc Hdon of the leaders of the dominant party in 
irth. ro the people of the I'niied M .it.-. I 
< onii iently believe that success will crown our 
. The Union niti-t he preserved. This cannot 
Ii.' dOna by a surrender of on reonslitiitiounl rights. 
The Constitution 1b the bond of Union, and it is 
the iustrnment by which our roost important 
rights under the government are secured. 

The Union of tlic State-, lilo- the matrimonial 
union, was fonnded in mutual affection, mntnal 
iiependeni-e, ond mutual interest. The patriotic 
nun who formed our glorious Union had passed to- 
gether through the fiery ordeal of the Revolution, 
and cherished for each other a strong affection, 
mid if the mutual Hireetion of the dtffl n nt .- Bo- 
ttom of the Union Ii as been Impaired, that mutu- 
al aflhetion muat i«- restored. U the mtariarani- 

al union should be ondaugored by Hit I il Hit 

affection which led to its formation, the restora- 
livu Of mutual affection is the only in-uus of BC- 



I Illi'.V. I 1-l'i 

a roereica* 
nal troubles 



curing the blessing- win 

signed to secure . There is another poii 

ogy between the union of the States an 

rinioninl union — there must bt 

either ease. If I had been blessed will 

tor, she should not marry i 

would chastise her. 

Let us settle our nuti 
upon a basis that will secure to us oni 
tional rJfdUa, and when fraternal Ifceliii 
restored, let us turn to the seceding, £ 
■■] inilieui, "Behold how good and 
lint il i* for brethren to dwell U 
We may win them back by ju 
tion, and by the firm establishment of 
tutional righta. Tlie prestrvai 
necessary for the preservation ol tin D 
amendment of the gentleman from Cfc 
tor peace measure than the resolution o 
mittee, and, as a Union man, I will 

-upport, iiinl 1 hope that all I 
of the Union will vote for the 

ailieulllIK 11). 

Mr. Ali.es. I do not propose 

speech. I will ask the .Indue 
fore my remarks, so that I mn 
of m> -friends on the right I 
him exactly with reference to I 
rying a < -o-n -ioni.-t. Doea he meal 
that he would bo in favor of i 
.nisi ? 

Mr. DtsN. I don't, want her tt> 
i i..iii -t, nor a secessionist, nor a subm 
want her to marry a man whi i 
Union question. | Laughter. | 

Mr. AlEkn. 'With (his er.pUni 
reel. Hi have had quite »ni 
and I should not have got up and sai 
myself, bat from the but that my f 
Ray has rather colled oni Ml friend* 
Carolina, Virginia, Kontuiky and T 
happened to be born and raised in Ten 
Km Billetfs mill, [Langhh t,\ Hal I 
proper I ihonld make a few remarks 
My friend seems to think that it if it 
that we should vote for this am em 
seems to think that upon it dc|ien 
we -hall be hastened into an in 
not. I have not so viewed this ei 
Hi o null I am one of those South 
men to whom he refers, I had ms 
mind, soon after reading the maju 
that I should vote (be that report, bee 
conceived in the right kind .< 
a conciliatory fraternal snirit- 

|Mr. Allen here read a pa 
said it met his hearty approval! 

Mr. President, that this dirncill 
on i of alienated feeling, that has bee 

between the North and the South, u 
tent, at least, 1 venture no person wbt 
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•] at IhU thing will for a mi 

: the Abolition 8oeii-tie« in the North, 

nninberof yean ago, have esdtod 

ipan that purtirular subject, bikI 

t mind, and that f- 
demagogues, discovered thai ll 
thing to take hold o«*, in aider to be 
oww, and did take hold of it nnd 
line until the prejudice o\ tin- p 
became aroused, no one, I imagine, 
ill these things have been discussed 
■w days, and it eeeni to me ft would 
>r us further to investigate them. 

;, we are nil American dti- 
>rderto accomplish that for wld h 
•, we mu*i work in that kind of spirit 
rated in tin' report, and manifest it 
en in the North and the South. It Li 
m here, that the State of Mis- 
take a mediatorial position, I hear- 
: in ih.-it course. I believe it i- the 
apy, and thut our iullu- 

* exerted to accomplish that i 

Is as that he wants tlii* 
■ ■i from the consideration thut 
r friend (Mr, Mom, from Cluy) has 
, and that ho would feel perfectly 
or most ftBylhiogwhieli simiddeomc 
Itlematl. 1 do not see any reaaon 

• nil i TOtfl tor a proposition that 
BIr. Moss, or any other nun. If 

e should vote for it. Hut a- to my- 
»ay that 1 shall not vote foe thai 
here to doj what? 
winri in :l i in' hi. That is what 
t least, of the members of this Cun- 
•ciii here ii>r; and I am satisfied thai 
■rnfthis Convention hadgoueamong 
(edging himselt to rote lov resolutions. 

Kesuoyonrconnectini trill ;Ie 
t, he would nut hare been 
feaj the people all over this 
he gentleman has prop-rlv remarked, 
■boat this tliiiiL-. They have been 
on. Their interests are 
hey desire the speedy scttli meut of 
Idea, and they think it is wi-cr 
■ettJc them in the Union than 
There is no good reason why 
go ont of the I'nion. There is 
o has ever squinted toward seces- 
advocary of this doctrine, that 
bown one good reason why Mis- 
leave tho Union. With her geo- 
lition, surrounded as she is liy free 
i«'arly nil side-, it mold be madBBM, 
an madness, for her to bccc '■<: We, 
■onds against everything and any- 
r existing contingencies that will 
leney toward or squint towanl onr 
■rconnection with the General Gov- 






eminent. I know we are for this sometimes 
called Black Kepnhlienns. Well, I never ran 
tor an oth>c iti my life. The in--' politi- 
cal ip ew h I OTW undertook to make wai 1a«t 
tin mill. \\ hen I conducted the canvass for a poil- 
rkm fat fhlf OuuififlOuh; «ad 1 till you I am not 
id motives at all, and I hurt 
no fears'nbont what I am called. I do not I 
political position, nor on I cut aspect to ■ spirt 
to a politinil pi.-ition. I do not care what a man 
culls, me, so I am acting according to my be.t 
convictions of right and duty to my count) 
I may as well say that this way of calling D 
is having ii bad influence. It i» calculate I to 
arouse ill feelings. I do not call a man a E 
sionisi, nor a Republican, if he differs with 
HW, when I say that, such is the spirit which 
seems to pervade this Convention in regard 

iiiutory measures. We all claim 
I'ldoii-loving men. I believe ia the proverb that 
. begins at home, and it i- due we 
should be amicably nnit I'm .< iiuilly dis[iOS«d to- 
ll other. I Oral look at my own inte- 
rests; I KM oii'lly look aj ilie interests of my State, 
aod of the General Government ; and I am satis- 
fied that, taking that view of the stibjci t, it is 
largely to our interest to stick on to the I 

We have had some TKJ long p p aa chei o 
constitutionality of soeession. Wfl have had a 
good many spoMhei on nil subjects connected 
with the matter nnder< onddcratton. True, some 
have been very lopg ones. In listening to tnem 
I lui.. been oocaalonauy randnded of tin- two old 
ladies that drank <■•■■ ier. One of them 

said it was Tcry good coffee. Yes, said the other, 
but one has to drink a great deal of water to get 
u little coffee. | Laughter.) That has been the 
way with ■ good many speeches on tins Hour. 

Sir. we talk iibout coercion antl secession and 
nil this sun of thing. Now, I believe lib gen- 
erally conceded, by most evcrj body, that there is 
no constitutional li-ht to recede. It MUM be 
nn.iuiioiiary. As far as the doctrine of aw- 
■Sua is concerned, we should deem it to be 
bad policy. There is no such thing, gentle- 
men, a-i coercing tho Southuu States back 
Into this Union, and keeping them r 
The American people are not of that kind 
of stuff. You can coax the American people, 
but you cannot drive them. It is fully, nnd worse 
• lly, to talk about it, You might go down 
and overpower tbem. You might for a tin. 
quer them anil bring llicrn back, but would they 
Playback? No; they would fie like the old hen 
in the anecdote, that could not be mode to Bit 
down, but would sit a standing. [Laughter.] 
This tiling ha; got to be settled upon i he principle 

oi ipronilse, and the American ptojde.ii we 

enn get tit I hem properly, are a compromising 
people. We do not presume, gentlemen, we 
can get those lenders of the Northern party, 



who bna recently been clecteil under a political 

i ;»».i €._.it.- IB li IBM mailO 

by ihcui during the eanvn-s, ami accede to all the 

fletaandi *Uft m mode upon lbwa by a justly 

i!im i initiating people. But I tell you what we 

la aaibtubatm ben to da. We 

WU! io propose some plan to ilic Stales upon 
win <b wo can get a compromise, and can get at 
tin- people. We want to apeak in term* ot" expoo- 
hflllflHI W the North ami to the South, and ask 
tli' iu 10 KMH up and unite upon a comp- 

snd make it (Revocable io the Constitution, Bud 

ajMation tUmer, ami keep it 

out of" polit, Can i? Em, Mr. 

Hi-, it cu be dona. J have not des- 

ffhou I M"ii 1 1 mi iliv inielligeace 

anil patriot in in of the American people, v. Inn 

I look nv.r this wide country of ours, anil 

trouble (hat BJ OOH esi.-iin,.' nil 01 

broad bosom, anil the Uepressiou which has corao 

over all department:- ol business; tvbeu 1 Bee the 

/ee/ this thing; when I see how in the 

Northern Slates the manufacturing int<rc.t i. mii- 

, ind the laboring dosses have been turned 

out of employment, jm I m Karviac for bread 

niiot but think, that, when we run 

once Ket at the mnsM« of the jieople. tln..v mil 

■tree upon a cumpioiuUe , I have no fears about 

I ing. 

J her.' ii'-v.r was a i|iie-uon in which 1 took a 

interest tliun the (|UCotiuu of the tumble* 

lhatarenow arHii ting my OOODtrJ. [ bate laid upon 

d thought seriously upon thi. matter. 

aud tunndit otw mid over. Situated as we are 

• in part of the Btafa of Mi-sourl, 

with free- Territories surrounding us, if this 

Statu should swede, it mold bring all the war, 

all the mobs and raids i bat 1 bine heard of in 

KjUUM and fifhnr |Jatm. upon us. Wo expect 

wo should be robbed of our property— our ne- 

groee would be stolen and our houses burnt. 

Why, sir, it" such a crisis as that should come 

ujKin ns, we should be in ruinous condition. 

. if you please, the condition ol* u man 

who win ii he lies down at night wiih his family, 

does not know whether all will be well in the 

morning — does not know but that in the night 

Bands in human form may visit him and 

burn htm out and run oil' his property. I 

raih'T think if that were to come to pass I should 

secerfe about that time, | Laughter. ] lint Unit 

would be the Icgitimnte eoiis-euuence of our dis- 

tion with the General llovemrnetrt. Well, 

because we talk this way about this tiling Home 

say yon are going with the Northern OfJUMsnu 

ey. I look upon that as an unjust imputation. 

I say I am for remaining in the Union, it 

is not to be inferred that I want to po with » 

Northern Confederacy. A Northern Confederacy 

and Hie L'uiou are two dilleroiit things, [f th.-ie 

shouli .bo tiro i-onJeilerai ics, one it Sort hern Con- 



y anil the other a 8ontli«rn. 

be ing n Southern man and a slave! 

be lu favor of casting on - »«b tli 

Bui U tlii- Union can be prcscrv' 

ii n by nil means. Wo don't km 
kind of government wo are going to ha 
Souih. 1 1 may be a military menu 
tism; and I tell you if we do ever hare 

nii'ii. before I take that fearful lea 
know what kind of government 1 am to 

Brow, ns far as this amendment is com 
am tony that I have to differ from m 
from Ray. But, then, you know tli 
differ. I see thiit the amendment diffi 
the original resolution, yet 1 think ti 
liitiim expresses all that we 
regard to rl. 

mend meat, ; 
wards an insubordination in the 
emment. and under cxMing cin 
will not -tiff r nrysclftocaaraTotothat wi 

ocy in thatJ direction. ' 
i vote lor the am 

i> fight our friends down 
now, I do not believe that the passing | 

latent will prevent that i 
upon that o 11-ellcve If thr 

ment is the only thing that can pri 
will bo a Oght anyhow, lam in:: 
Mr, President, thai If the General 
does call on u logo down then, audanl 
Missi iiiiian* inarches into any on-- 
reftrred to by the gentleman, by the tir 
got there they would weeds. I am also 

fellows down there, he will 
army from the slave-holding S 

We want the proper kind of spirit bom 
people. We want the renrrn of that spin 
makes one American citizen look 
as a brother, no matter whence he cot 
little incident occurs to my mind that wi 
irate my idea. A friend of mine -, 
loiuia in 1819, and i nine baik in 1 
crowing Central America, on his war k 
met with a man liom the United States, « 
sick; he bail been unfortunate, and was t 
ttj friend said that 
hardly enough money to bring hinuell 
but he snid he waa an American c 
he divided with him. It was enough fur 
know that he was an Am, i inn . i I 
divided the last dollar with him thai 
Now, that Ls the kind of spirit t/M 
to have. If we contribute to a return 
spirit amonu the people of the North anil 
if wo can get them reconciled, if wecaogi 
to know that these matters of difference i 
matters about which they need to be ahum 
shall certainly have done a great work. 
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S3 of P0J1W in I li i- 

.vexy. II hi nil it as ii great 

pave nothing 

it, it will pot bo it aha to ill-Hi. They 

billing in act apon the principle, do 

as yon would have them Jo unto 
wo, as Am-. n*, are 

act upon ill el principle, we shall nave 
.' r\ . ;iii<i be in a comtitton tii 

: 

ii re not go- 

lae i led, Further, thai 

opt this i i port, with 

nd -'in! it out to our brethren iu the 

rate* and the Tan.- S 

. .-iii ■ i me .'I ward to 

There 

taUtn. r uii.mi who U hi limit 

.:. The greal question now to, we 

sad wawani to got cm] of it. ^ •■ 

i'. We propose as ■ ; 

cut to the Constitu- 
ii cut Hhirli 

le of the North 

ike South; and whea I say the North, 

eas of the people, 

aanry, the men who follow the plow, tic 

men. the hone and sinew of the country. 

Ides of satisfying political dujuu- 

Tlie. sooner the people get til of thorn 

Bat I tell you the people North and 

tllrotr ropoidtion. h Is true if 

nt to u National Con vc niton, and was to 

tbis oompromiBe, u* I conld not gem 

■toe without striking out that part of 

■ i which rclata ■ to the future b 

lerrliory, I would be willing to strike it 

■clicvo we bare territory enough, audi 

• r of upiiiiuu tliar if ilmt compromise is 

it will operate agaii ■ r theju uuisitioD of 

ttory in the future, rno people all over 

lUtry are familiar with the Crittenden 

Bent, and I have no doubt a minority of 

tor it. I have talked witn a nuin- 

iepublicnns who say that t hoy would vote 

n<i the othei evening a gen Unman 

•n Illinois told me that throe fifths of the 

in iluit country would vote for this 

they will do it all over 

try. and all we want is time enough to 

oplc. 
itglur it will he for u§ to do 

log which will accelerate the rime when 
it ry sh.'dl again be blessed with peace and 
Imb we shall all again be united In 
rrhood of States, mid a com prorate shall 

effected, which will' Ml the 

of slavery forever at rest! M hut 

if, by agreeing upon such acora- 

, we can prevail upon the Seoth- 



ern Saiti- to join btUSt with us OBM more uml 
; mto tioUuiou! \'v will trelcooN 
them track as brothers. We will net*- ihc lather 
did toward the Prodigal Son. We will go QUI M 
meet them, and embrace them once more — we 
1 10 th.mkinliv pro- 
claim lu nil the world: These S>atcB were lost and 
m found them— they were dead, and ihey are 
alive again. I till you n it of Jay never 

we m up from the American heart as wou! I 
If those Stales should come back. We would 
have a nlorious time. 




FOURTEENTH DAY. 

8r Levis, March 18th, 1861. 

■fit at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. President in the chair. 

riiiv r by theCln : 

i in motion, ihc reading of the journal n 
with. 

Mr. Linton-, I propose, Mr. I' 
py the attention of 0M OoansdOD foraboi 

I object to ihe amendment of the 
ft a-|i -man from Cliiy, for two very good 
reasons : First, that it is supererogatory; and 
second, that it is revolutionary. It b rapereTOf> 
atery, because Lincoln has already said Q 
does not inieiul tn tavade 0113' State, and flint ho 
does not intend war. What is the use, then, of 
lui-iii- 11 resolution that he Fholl not do i:. 1 -.iy 
fax that Kim, it is supererogatory. But, in ad- 
dition to this, it is nullification, it 5s revolt Iojv 
ary, for it asserts that Mia "mi will no) do wlmt 
the President, Ly constitutional power, can ic- 
.|iiiic her do. If it be constitutional fa 
President to call upon us (braid, tln-n the pn>- 
tage of the resolve declaring that tic 
will: not extend such aid. would be a Wanton 
a<-t of nullification. So far as principle i.« 
concerned, 1 should like to know what 'Inference 
there would bo between Missouri saying to ihr 
General tJovcynment. we will rc.-i-t J 'ollr I i'. il de- 
mands, and South Carolina declaring that the 
General Government shall not collet the BBpoatt 
at Charleston? I say, then, it i* >cec--inn in 
ilisguisi — it is an ultimatum and nnllin 
Although I do not believe that £ BSUBBua in- 
tended it, yet it is so, and, to use a sort of illus- 
tration, with which I am familiar, and which [ 
borrow from the gentleman from Greene. (Mr 
Orr,) it does not mutter what yi.u nrant when 
you gave strychnine, If you cave enough to kill, 
it will I. ill, iiiili-.in-li you may have given it to 
cure. 

I do not say, Mr President, that I dfl DM wish 

1 at tn ii- unothHieu by tin G 

line. IWIIIleWlliHH '" «fl not l*. I do say, 



r, ih:i! I hope it "«. ill not gel kddMO 
I know I have taken on ■ of it. and 

il useless anil wanton, and that it Is nnl- 
liii. mi m md secession. So much tor the amend- 
mi'nt. 

[wis] Mf,u the debate ha' taken 

a wide range, a few words upon the majority re- 
port. I approve it. As other* hare Midi now_ 
I • such an one as I would have 
Rotten up, although ii II ■ mnna bettot one 

ly than I conld ham darted I regard 
it a» the ablest document which has been 
elicited by the present troubles of On country. 
For myself, I could take less than it ask*, and 
Cur i lie- sake of tho Duion, I would ask even more 

111. ill it ilsk.s. 

I fed very differently, now, Mr. President, ''rem 
what I did three, weeks ago, when I 
in !) BbNOn (,'ity. 1 fell iiiTviiii-, then, and alarm- 
ed; but I do not feci so to-day— I feci thu: 

right wiiii Mis-'-uri. Whan I tm i" JeAmon 

ml heard nothing but the Marsclliuse and 

in piece of the Star Spangled Banner, I 

v.ii.iujh. And when 1 heard Governor 

Jackson ■Jinh. I felt badly — and wlieu I heard the 

iiii»nioncr Ii i, I felt uneasy. 

I rei-ulleet, with my colleague, Mr.Broadhead, 

hearing Dixcy played on Hie streets, ait 1 Hint 

we stepped up to the leader of the band n 

liiin in | l:n the Mar Spangled Banner. llesiid.(be- 

iiiL- a RmigBI r> "I Hi me. 'fraid to play that." We 

h mi i In re was no danger, and he played 

one -tiHiza of the Star Spangled Banner, 

mediately went off into l>i\«?y, and of 

lit off in disgust. But we need have 

no I ears of Missouri now or hereafter. 

Mr. President, there never has been any nde- 

SeOW why any Slate should m eede. There 

baa been e?«n a reapeatahle pretext. What 

have any of Ihem suffered r Have armies 

been quartered amongst them in time of 

peace? Have hordes of officers bMB IBM 

among them to eat out their sub- 

.' Have they been taxed without the 

lils i > of being represented? Have tin 

i rial by jury ? Have they suffered any of 
those wrongs declared by Jefletaop In the 
ittoaof InJe p eadcace? oTosMolL what out- 
rage ha* any State suffered ? I ttiVH nothing 
■•idd in any degree jostify secession. They 
caiinoi complain that slavery will In? interiVred 
with in any of the Stolen, for the Chicago plnt- 
I'onn repudiates that doctrine— the Oonun 
Thirty-Throe has sot that matter forever at rest. 
They have taken it out of the power of Congress 
to interfere with slavery in any of the stave 
Slavery already exists in all the Terri- 
tory that slavery claims. The only Territory that 
too Critteuden Compromise claim* — and there is 
no VTil'iur: Proviso to preveut it from going into 
Ilm territories Of the North. But the ter- 



hcreatter to be aeo,nired Is what the 

Mr. 
Its wanton wickedness to inter- 
fere and endeavor to raise a quarrel about pro- 
perty which wo may never have I M 

';]■-- (0 endeavor to i-rrtl Of 

that sort. And 1 say tnorv, that 1 bepC *e msr 
never have anocnerfoot, if it b "■ bt aaai as so 
element of strife. 

ha in the personal liberty I ■••ryweD 

known thnt the General Covcrnmcut pays no at- 
tention to ihem; that I 

slave l*W in spite of them. I have read 

fugitive slave returned in one install 

000. What do we rare ftxr tin ir lnll- n me «Jen- 

enl Government carries its laws i 

spite of those bills? Have »•• 

States ever lost a slave by any 

ave not. Bnt Soul hern orniorssav that, like 
a scorpion (rirt by tire, slavery will sting I 
death, if bounded. ItisobUg- 
the Crittenden compromise, and 
daagcross, it will hare to sting Itself to 
even if the Crittenden Compromisi 
If it b 1 ii i« appears to be, we had bet- 

ter get rid of it in Africa than extend i 

rrltorfes. Ar any rate, we cannot Nuns 
(he people far being afraid of the scorpion. For 
myself, I want nothing better thai 

romise reported by the Con 
of Thirty-three. Those who will 

•l with that, will not lie • 
anything. Bonth Carolina will not lie gntlstled 
with anything, and in this connection I b 
to rend :m extract from a letter from 
who is well lcuown,wnsa Bell F.verefl man 
and a good Union man more recently and always- 
He says "the amendment of tflfttee of 

Thirty-three which has been submitted by them 
to Congress for ratification, will put that q 
at rest, and all ren»onat>lc and i 
Southern citizens ought to be satisfied. But 1 
feat that it will not bo enough for tho seceding 
States. Their whole course has been unpi 
selfish, and unmanly to other States and especial- 
ly to the border States.. Ther> 

esg Ion movement, and no patriotic State 
should give momentum to it by uniting in delta! 
of it, and in my estimation Missouri 
be 'I.- hist of tho border States to do bo. ; 
aside every patriotic consideration, her interest 
opposed to such a step — 1st. her ea 
greatly exceed vvha i they now are; and 
geographical position is such that if the should 
go into a Southern Confederacy, in i> 
would be a free State; and that, however mm 
yon might wish it otherwise, she wonld present 
the strange fact of being nominally a slave Stow 
without having airy slaves, and of being bitched 
on to an aggressive Southern aristocracy w itho 
any sympathy with it." 
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re. Wiio is thai I aw from. 

oker.ofKy. Mr. 
t. it i« ml to sw a great riiii i. ■ 

i ifiltc punctilio. The 

■!•■ - lo b |M'nnitii -I In ilii nil it She 

»t do if permitted, namely, i 

■ • Territories mi AV'bat a 

foraud to bled fbT— « WSJ r'np the 

n of slavery where it couM not ex»-t! 

here must be some great advantage In 

i, when the people rash into it without a 

Nil, Acts-Is nut. It will only intensify 

complained of— it will mule? a ('.mala 

Htm State, and the North will be a 

Irom which no slave traveller v. ::i p 

1 ia k t- r a slight and trivia] 

I nn arm to ciirea wart — 

lunipjuyontef ttefrymgpaa Into tt 

Missouri is laved— I nm -.at i - fl e d so far. I 

seceded States will be 

hark, and that tho names of their ho- 

riU be placed in the same cntalo-irue as 

Burr and Arnold. I do not like Id UB 

traitor, especially oh gentlemen hero ob- 

>nt, hir, I must say that ninny of 

nro what I used lo think was 
the word traitor; und if I do not apply 
1 matt erase it irom my vocab alary, t 
traitors according to the die- 
Henry Clay, and according to Web- 
edonary. The country, air, is not doomed 
ig is not to be torn to tatters- 
wave over every sea and be recognized 
■, coiKt.-ihiiiuti u better known 
irs of heaven, fur it la familiar tomll- 
whom the stars of the North turn r 
millions who never beheld the Southern 
1 next to the emblem ol 
talration, I revere the gioriow L'xios! 
church of the Loving- God— thou hast 



hb. I wonld like to say a few words 

rnd men t offered by the gentlemim frum 
think there should he an expression of 
the people of Missouri against the DM 
bile wa are endeavoring- to negotiate 
mmnteea as the people ol" the tlireatened 
lk their rights demand; but I am not 
with the manner in which the expression 
opinion l» sought to be given by this 
It seems to me that it is not tho 
men to say that we will do one thirty, 
will not iiu another, binding us for ■ in- 
circamstances may be very different. — 
f the people of Virginia, as given by the 
!port of their Convention, is more > or- 
bs one set forth In this amendment. — 
■ply declare that tho use of force, or : he 
eament of hostilities by either pan 

as unfriendly and ottaCrm That 
undent for our purpose, and carry all 



the weight which the position would seem to re- 
quire at our hands. More than this, 1 oh 

iuii in which that amendment place- us, 
because it Es said there thai we will not give as- 
sistance to the one party or to the other, under 
utiT I'lrcumsinn en, wmimtlifl to ourselves a ueu- 

iuii, where we run stand pii-illunimoiisly 
by, in n place of safety, while our hnrhr.-n are 
lighting this great quarrel. Where we shall be 
•■edby thcirsnffering.-; uli' t. lean oil my 
mules, and the gentleman his hemp, for all the 
higher prion because of their necessities. As 
the Jackal] in the fable, when the Lion and the 
Tiger are ftchtinir, and they are exhausted, 
can pick their bones. 

What would that "brave old man elotpi Hit," the 
near connection of the gentlemen to whom the 
eyes and hearts of every patriot in this broad 
land are now turned with affectionate admiration, 
■ay of this |io*iiion were it sag l;im for 

his loved Kentucky or for Missouri scare 
dear. I think it would be sufli> idi 
any act of hostility on either side, while we in In 
oegOtlMlon, would lie regarded us unfriendly and 
oAsastvft. 

(irtiiliiiien hare undertaken to argue upon 
this amendment the whole questions which lmv« 
i|i\ Ided the North and the South, h is a proper 
n, therefore, and a duty imposed upon me, 
to boar my testimony as to what the voice of 
the people with whom I am acquainted i 
upon this subject. With that object I frith to make 
a comment or two upon the positions whii-ii have 
been taken lure, in regard to the action we 
should take. I was sent here to attempt 
vide guarantees for our rights— rights ihnt hnvo 
not only been Invaded und trespassed upon, but 
much more; rights that have been and are tfllMP 
enedtoa more serious extent. Wl 
suffered, and now, in point, of fact, an vajhrtotr, 
is set forth clearly and honestly, so far as it rocs, 
in the majority report. Hut there i.s nm 
1 1 ■ i v — 1 1 1 r-rc arc the threats of future aggressions, 
and fo far as I nm concerned, and so far as the 
great mass of the people of the South are eon- 
cerneil, the cause of the action they hnvo ijil.on, 
is unthing more nor less than the afprafewahffl of 
these future aggressions. I know it la thought iu 
bean iiuaginaiy apprehension, but I stanil ; 
declare, in my phtM Ihnt these apprehensions art 
based upon facts, real, Mild, and dangerous. — 
Why I how could it be otherwise? Here ore mil- 
lions of |>eople of our o« n rive, and no ore- R ill 
say that tho great mast of them sic con 

M of this apoi" lien-i have 

sacrinccd the ties which bin. I Hum to their coun- 
try. They are patriots, and they have slno-.u 
their love for their country to In unddc- 

voted as the love of country ever nhown by any 
other people. They have parted with nil the glo- 
rious memories of tho post, nmi w ith all the bright 



Of the future, as connected with our Gov- 
ernment. They have icnposoil upon themselves 
enormous burthen*, they ban ; of in- 

<!h ldn*l rata) of having tlicir rights wrested from 
tli. -hi, nod their property, liy an aggrarian 
thrown into new band*, They ha 
an. I they itre the moot conservative of nil pco- 
D tlii* whole globe, yel they have bro- 
ken n[. tie ■ ir parannm and Incurred iferae 
great dangers, Would they have done this 
Wltboal ft cause? Never. What then was the 
cause ? We have seen, that for nearly ihiny 
years past, the minds of the Northern peo- 
ple have been poiaoged, and dub eonactanoM 
I. by being taught, from the school room 
teak of the minister, in the forum, on the 

.in (ho Court 1 1 ■ >■ i - -. in the Lyceum, in Ai 
Utantfln of i m tlif mir.-ery, and even 

in the |ir.i>ersof the family altar, that shivery 
was a no, and that it was iucumheut ou them 10 
wage war upon it. The people of the south bare 
repeatedly, and in all possible ways, declared (0 
the people of the north, that the opinions you are 
inculcating, arc dangerous to our |ieacc and de- 
e of tin- ,-i entity of the Government, and 
if persisted in, must necessarily result iu separa- 
(i.ii. They were answered with fresh aggressions 
and additional insults. Ihoeont II Im-' continued 
from the time of the anti-slavery soci.ti not 
1815 and lf£i5, to the more ocdve abolition 
tic- hi IBM and 1835, until it nt last resulted in 
the -ri' at BepabHoan party, mil the nomination 
Into iu the Presidential c an t ata In 
v- 1 1 . ■ h Buchanan was elected, upon a platform 
containing a set of principles, which were not the 
len.-t changed in -ulist.uice and effect in the plat- 
I hi Chicago. Thai those views hare 
been continually on the increase, and the party 
has grown in power in spite of the warnings of the 
South, until in consequence of these view- hostile 
uitii which their exi-tenee i| 

entwined, the South has been compelled to sepa- 
rate. Does any one deny the existence of such 
a pert? * whose sole idea is hostility to slavery? 
It cannot be denied. For what other purpose does 

the party exist.' and what i- the ultimate purpose 
of this great party? They do notespact to ue- 
compli-h it on the in>t:\nt, but by h UHim of 
Icgi-lation, perhaps judicial legislation, which 
shall place the institution of shivery grad- 
'id inevitably in their power, until at 
last it shall be done away with. They declare 
that the Northern mind will never rest satisfied 
until slavery is put in tho course of ultimate ex- 
tinction. No man can deny that this is their 
main object; that while they may be compelled 
to hoar with it temporarily in the Stutes where it 
exists, yet their policy is to effect the oblit. -rati OH 
of the evil. We have heard It said from (hi* 
stand that the people of the South do not suffer, 
that they have ho cause to complain, bat that 
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the people of tha Border States si 

stares ar • taken bj m 

that tho whole South has not suffered 

i panes moan aadte SuieofM 

[do not wish to contradict it. but wh 

i If this great ; •■ ds u 

• At w, 

situation of our brethren in the South i 

slaves outnumber tho whites as foori 

They en mo . d than we. are, a 

sarily mora sensitive, and foraee the upj 

evils from a greater distance. Whal i- 1 

of them when Uw tie which Mndl the sit 

muster is unloosed and the system is al 

I '.i you not know Mr, l'r. -j.l. m. that 

sides are exhausted? that the ii 

lands, an ill 

fever prevails, cannot be coll I 
man? Whei whal 

tin ir situation t The horrors Of St. Don 
but peace iu compurison to what i. 
afflicted country, the momeut that the t 
binds the slave to the master is several 
tar that the waters of tin- All. in tic. at 
Gttif ennlop them in a common rui 
have constantly warned the Northern 
cease this war upon them. The Xorxhei 
have been regardless of this warning, 
pie of the South now see that tho tUkfl 

< "M litioo ; irrj i 1 - threat! Into umi 

ili at, though the object may not be act 
ed in their day, il may he in thu day of I 
dim ami grandchildren, who may lw t 
to live perhaps on an equality with the 
perhaps obey them as masters. ' Is it i 
that these people resist? Is it to be exp 
they shall be less sensitive on tin ir <-hil 
count than on their own? Why will n 
men look these facta iu the face, as the i 
which has compelleil the Southern peoy 
their decided step. I have waited in 
other gentlemen, who understand the 
better than I do, n give ralan osto ther 
which have led to these troubles. It I 
of real and well grounded apprehensions 
ami intolerable dangers. I: would not 1 
to give the doctrines and platforms of i 
which bae been inculcating this antishi 
for more than a generation, Inn ii i 
take up the Inst— that formed al Chics 
more especially, as objection has. bean 
their being judge i>y their pi 

What is the testimony of this platform 
intentions of this party? They huv 
their nefarious purposes, and on that a 
the more i ■: v.s. in a pretendot 

to the Declaration of Independence, ant 
stitution of their country. Biiitheexp 
their meaning, and construction oftbi 
tion of [ndependence and of the Com 
well known over the whole land. We I 
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of the Chicago platform were ofler- 

lav in ■ pi npiiiatc Mr Gid- 

:;l abolitionist s, ai 

nddentJon, they were rotcd down. 

«r how then Mr, tlii.lings left, aemptng 

from hi- ii- i N<»w then the action of 

warn wa« reconsidered ami those | 

■oil Mr. Giddings then was willing to 

k position among; tliem. Their constrno- 

liOM plankt in the platform are pregnant 

■ H stgnincancv. They place parti c- 

m upoD the clause which declare* that 

lare created equal. Was it not natural 

South should be alive to the danger, when 

, 11 u inhering over cigb teen hundred 

d thi ir President 

inio effect this great truth. They ex- 

kbat was meant, and gave a sL-nilirnnt 

K to it,— that the white man and the black 

i equal rights ! Sir, a President has been 

.ii platform, « ho, though hem owed 

ttpeet lies in the Senatorial canvass 

ilas. thut he was not in uvror ol 

he right of suffrage to the negro in Illi- 

"i in favor of repealing I 
lack laws there, yet afterward! repeatedly 
the distinction of colore and races as Jo 
UitT of rights, He has said in his trium- 
Mago from Iiiis home to the Presidency, 
would | h of his platform, and 

■rudenecilall.on the very birth-day of the 

Ei country, that he would like to save 
do so consistently, with 
But if he could not do so it would 
than yield it, he was about to 
bo assassinated on the spot, 
ii ranee that lie intend* to press the 
till he sees the burthen lifted from the 
of all men The men whom he 1ms 
for his Cabinet, share his sentiments. 
• man whom we dread more than 
, it i- Quasi of Onto. Bow long toil 

lectured his approbation of' the practice 
(Carnation. Mr. SmvAiin Is his principal 
He did more, perhaps, lor hi- election 
Other miii, and again and again has ex- 
he same sentiments. It is these things 
compelled the South lo lake their pres- 
e. I was pleased with the address of 
lemon from St. Louis, (Mr. Gaxtt) yes- 
wlin Ii he held up to merited scorn and 
the OJOtim Of l he Northern Legislatures, 
Idlng the sin of hypocrisy to the guilt 
ti^: the Constitution of their country, 
obstruct the rendition of fugi- 
Uut I i i hear him pi 

off, azainst their continued persistent and 
violations of Southern rights, the In- 
treatment, as he culled it, of Mr. Sam'i. 
ml Ids daughter, in 1833, in South 
Mr. Hoah went there as an emis- 



sary of the anti- Slavery Societies of the 

Okflbed with autborily front Mi 
■ f.-. to contend fornnd secure negroes' riglit- in 
SOUS Carolina. It MM a rcgntar pari I 

I on the Sonth to do away with rlavi -ry. 
It was one step in the progress to th- 
end. They talk nbout people of the Somh b ii 
upon a volcano— in a hottse tilled with eotnlmsti- 
blrs. They abound with all such figures ol 
which are calculated to strike terror into the 
hearts of those who choose to listen to sti I 
sense. If these things were so, Judge Hoar went 
there with a Hghlafl flambeau in his hand. 
fire -to tin' institutions ot the South — not in a 
manly manner, by himself, but manly she 
by the presence of his daughter, whom he brought 
lo protect him from the indignation ol an out- 
raged people. For their treat m> 
1 1 1 ■ • v cuniiot be necus'-d of a want of chivalrous 
Ming, Tln-y desired him tn icru: n home with 
lii< daughter. They were not will i 
should shield him while making tB npM 
them. I do not think the HfBtimg home 
of Judge Ho*R and his daughter from 
South Carolina is a full answer and 
terpoise" to the encroachments of the North. 
Their action was in self-defence, and as it turned 
out afterwards, in accordance with the law. 
There has since been s dadsion made upon tin- 
subject of the right of the bho I. m. ai to 
ship. This decision denies the riuht. More than 
i hi.-, 1 lie South have considered, and still con- 
si.K-r it, not onh iin outrage but un insult to 
OjwedOD their title to their slu I 

In another port of the constitution, freedom of 
the press and freedom of speech are pet 1 1 . 
It is known that the North construe thai t" mean 
that they have the right to send emissaries nml 
inflammatory handbills to the south to incite the 
slaves to insurrection. 

In another part of the Constitution, Congress 
has power to regulate OOOUMitt, Under Thin 
power, tho North claim the power to interdict the 
inter-state sl.e a citizen of 

of Kentucky from moving to Missouti with his 
servants. 

In another part of the Con- tit tit ion, tie- eiti.-.< M 
of one State are guarantied the privileges and 
immunities of citizens of the several Stat 
tier this power, the North chiding that a free ne- 
gro of New York or Massachusetts, has ■ rigid 
to move to Missouri, and enjoy the privileges of 
citizenship. 

In another part of the Constitution ts secured 
to Congress the power to pass all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territories nod 
other prop-rtv of the. United States. Cnder this 
power they ftMtfl the auiliori'.v to ibOtWl slavery 
i:i the territories, in tho forts, dock-yards, and 
in other posts of the United States, as will as in 
ric t of Colombia ; that thus, where onr 
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ccriiinn.il fpmmmtnt has jurisdiction, shall 1» 

found an us) lum tor runaway slaves. It is well 
known, that they claim under lino power over 
and other property, that they have 
tl to prohibit slavery; and under the Fre- 
mont platform they declare it their duty to do It 
where they had the power. Though this Is loll 
nut, iii plain words iln: substance la retained in a 
motet I i>o in the Chicago platform. 

ne strange delusion they have come to the 
conclusion, that they aro us responsible as tho 
Booth la lor d.nery iii the South. We claim that 
wc have under our Constitution, tho same right 
to be protected in our property, that they have in 
For our allegiance, wi are entitled to 
[milw.lli.ui ; that allegiance and protection urc 
ilivc; They limit mid deti> our ri-ht to 
protection to our slave property, and declare that 
nil our remedies for securing anil re-taking it, 
shall l»o taken away from us whenever they have 
ret : that the laws of God may be vindi- 
cated in accordance with their perverted \iews 
of the lessons of history, and the laws of pro- 
l ilhmtiou. All their acts declare that 
slavery is of purely locul and not of gaMBol 
dec as to it* remedies; and that we have a 
right to have it protected ouly in tho places 
v. ]j. re our State laws hove jurisdiction; and if 
our slaves arc found in the forts, arsenals, or oth- 
er property of the government, they | 
should withhold from us our i iirlit to recover 
the in. They declared also, four years ago, that it 
«<s their right mid duty to wield the policy and 
i ige of the government in ho.-tility to our 
tiona. That particular language was left 
out of the Chicago platform; not because of any 
ciiHage of views. but because their purpose was 
sufficiently palpable without it. 

These, then, arc the p lup OoM of the Republi- 
can party of the North, and by putting 1 dema- 
gogue judges upon the bench of the Supreme 
Court, they can easily, and In a short time, bo 
carried into full effect, by judicial legislation, 
without going to Congress for new enactments. 
Seven States believing thus for rao-t abundant 
reasons, that these are the intentions of the 
Northern people, and perceiving that they have 
sufficient power to execute theni, have separated 
themselves for their protection. It is not no- 
ceasaxy to say that slavery can not contin- 
ue M oil under these perversions of the Con- 
stitution; nor ii it necessary to say that the en- 
tire Si ait h must be rendered desolate if slavery 
is abolished. What, then, is oar duty? Wo 
complain of the South because they have taken 
their mode of redress without consulting us. They 
have taken, to say the least of it, a rash remedy. 
They have deserted us wbenjwo were sharing 
their damrcrs, and worse than all, have left us 
behind with diminished numbers and strength to 
tight their battles for them. It is natural that 



they should be more ■eoJdth greet 

evils than wc are. It I i1i*ia 

wiih them. Our slaves may be taken away turn 
us, but still, Missouri, degraded and dishonored, 
ii.uhi-, en saciat Hut with them it L*a ques- 
tion of life or annihilation. From the 
of gentlemen, it might be supposed that om 
troubles and complaints were for the few il»?w 
stolen from as; but that is nothing in compari- 
son. One gnat Doable i ; the war that UuuwJi 
on bs by the North, without cause. Thev toll 
th£? war upon us, though they continue tows 
rice, cotton, sugar, tobacco and he rap: to bey 
ami sell, and trade, and crow rich upon the |>i» 
duets of slave lab thtawfthotf 

Southern brethren; but we reirret th 
should have attempted to take their rem 
their own hands, without consulting ns. Tb»» 
should not have done ir. Wc ehool I no', and «• 
cannot now go with them. I thiol 
which they should have taken, i< th* courts 
proper for us to We should coufW 

with the remaining slave States in a Convnuioa, 
and sot forth in clear, and finn, and modmfc 
terms, our cloims for guarantees by amcndititoa 
to the Constitution, and should argoth 
an 1 the South to assist in having them adopwd. 
When tho Committee on Fe> '■ ns m»Je 

their first report, I was not sa fa it: bet 

now, since they have made their .amended of 
supplemental report, recommending thsConne- 
tion of tho remaining slave State? for confermee 
• ■nsoltation, I can cheerfully give it mj 
support, as a mode w.ll calca 
guarantees we need. 1 ■: •(!, sad » 

subsequent Convention of all the St»> 
dtilge now strong hopes of working out a rented* 
for our troubles. 

While we express our disapproval of tkeccjm 
taken by onr Southern sister States, we shtnM 
remember, and recognise, and acknowledge, dis> 
they were actitiL' in Belf-dofence, with a degree' 
unanimity seldom if ever before witnes- 
that they judged of the mo -art t 

their redress. They have cond lereil the qaertJos, 
and unquestionably in all sincerity and h 
decided that it was ue -essary. In aides to aicmi 
their own people, and perhaps the people of ou\* 
States to ii aonse{of their danger, to take the hud 
measures whl ta th ty adopt" 1, to obtain '<■'■< " 
for their and our wrongs. No mnWn what xit»» 
of them may say; I en n not I 
eien t and proper gnarantees are a 
would hesitate long before retorting tu ut, i* 
til tho redress which they and we do, ire Is v*- 
tained, it does not become us to take any sti 
for their destruction. I wish Missouri to say that 
any attempt, by the. General ' .■ ■ t to hrilf 

them back by the use of fan 
; i, niifrii.-tidly and offensive. 



i!l be regard* | 
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I harr felt that tho fluty which I owe to my 
■ lit-, required me to assert, defend and 
I tlielr rights upon this Moor. 
When I see men rising- In this Convention, one 
titer another, pretending to be on our nidi;, pro- 
of us, and yet confessing judg* 
■cut aguinst us, arguing and defending the po- 
llOM who have made these aggrea- 
iiooa, and brought these great troubles upon 
tending great sympathy for un and then 
when off of our gtfacd, having secured our eon- 
plunging their dagger to our hearts, toll- 
ing ns that wc are the party that is in the wrong; 
ijr, when I Fee this, I can not but feel that such 
not be endorsed by the people of 
Missouri. 

Mr. Pre- i lent, t must toil gentlemen that Mia- 
wnri "ill not reserve her grunt tumors mid her 
Mgh places, for those who hang upon her car- 
men tg; who weight her down and paralyze her 
arms, while she is struggling for her right! ti ith 
herenemie--. 

iiur people, arc not conscious of doing the 
North an} Injustice, but they are conscious of 
Wing received Injustice at their hand.-. We 
Mre nothing at their hands but to be let alone. 
If, aa has been so frequently tho case, our rights 
ill, and we stand in defense of them, 
shall we be told that wc arc committing dreadful 
upon the North! We have claims upon 
or redress. I think I have shown the 
mode of securing it. What is to stand in tho 
hit 01 i ■-? Who and w hut are to bo 

I by :>n adjustment and settle 'incut of our 
- ? It is possible that some portion of the 
- that bad been our enemy and out 
r nearly an hundred years, actuated by 
Tiic, at previous unsuccessful attempts to injure 
HOj as, and envy at our increasing pros- 
not unmixed with apprehensions of oar 
i ay desire to see their rival 
I; that Britannia may htill continue to 
rule (he sens. They may be benefited by our eon- 
alienations, nnd by their being made per- 
petual. 

It |s possible that some misguided fanatics of 

nth, some corrupt demagogues, thirsting 

enjoyment of power, covetous of the fruit 

°f their triumph, and having the temporary 

Dl the Republican parry, may be beno- 

flttd by our troubles. It is possible that some 

rags the Atlantic, who wish our destntc- 

"ro, having never forgiven ns for what our fath- 

tn did In the revolt of the colonies), nearly ninny 

y*ar«agii, (similar, so far to what the Smith arc 

•Wngattbe present day in thai both were ro- 

uggrcssions)— and that these 

"fliers on this side the Atlantic, who wish 

spoils of office, will regret our re- 

tontihation ami may try BO prevent it. 



It is possible that some bold, M ta-ii, Wfco 
■ ith ii l OOl i' !i-!i I'ti'l .--.'in 'l:i--tioii. like I 
wicked Trumbull of shelling the dry of CI.iiiK 
ton; or like the brutal Wade, when wi: | 
fane curses bo thundered of Louisiana, " ihat 
she came to us a desert nnd as n desert ihfl 
should go from ns"— might not nejob 
Union again prosperous and happy. Ittit the 
rotes of the American people will, I believe, 
eventually sweep from the face of the earth, all 
such men, and all who defend steak 

I will now offer my substitute. 

The amendment was then read as follows: 

Amend by adding, "that the commencement of 
hostilities by either must necessarily he regarded 
by Missouri us unfriendly and offcii: I 

Mr. Wkk.ht. Is tlmi to be added to the orig- 
inal resolution? 

The Chair. It is an amendment to the fifth 
resolution, instead of the amendment offered b>- 
the gentleman from Clay. 

Mr. Woodaom. Mr. President— Get'' 
of the Convention : I did not expect, when I 
came here, to open my mouth in tin 
any measure or proposition that might lie pre- 
sented for consideration. 

llelng Unused to debate or public speaking, I 
determined within myself that I would not. at 
my advanced period of life, attempt to cnliL- MM 
this grave and intelligent assemblage of men, 
•■ 1 ' • 1 1 i-e 1 with tin must important tru-4s ever con- 
■fided to the consideration of any deliberative 
body, convened within the borders of ffljg now 
great commonwealth of tho State of Missouri. 

But whilst determining on such lineal 
duct, 1 resolved not to be impassive; but on the 
contrary, to note carefully the main suggestions 
made by members of the Convention; 
well the arguments produced, in order that I 
might be enabled to vote on each and even- pro- 
position debated, with an eye Single tn t; ■ 
interests of ray State and my whole country; 
adopting ns my best policy the sage ad I 
'which a certain father gave to hi- •■•n, who wu» 
considered not remarkable for rictiteuess of to 
telk-ct. when invited to a social repast, to " keep 
his mouth shut, and probably no one would 
find out he was a fool." <I hope HO member of the 
Convention will take exceptions i" tin.- remark; 
I do not intend it for anyone but myaelfmid 
use it In no oflensive sense.) But when I remem- 
ber the pledges Imii'b- to my • onstituency of the 
third Senatorial District, as true In ion men as 
any to be found in the State, whom I have the 
honor, in part, to represent on 1Mb momentous 
occasion, viz : I would not only not sign tiny 
nrdinaine dflRjoMng the telsKJOM existing be- 
tween this State and tho Federal Gnnrnment 
now, but use my b< -t mulwillli III restore the 
QuiwMMBl H nttsd it was, pn (tabs 1 

disintegration. Qfthtn BMBM>\ *bA \raswexvt iJn» 



, made b\ n M net a sacrifice 

ip, of I'i'Hui.of life, ami I 
il down to posterity as Wl it: I feel im- 

• depart from my original pnrpo 

• ■ii.-ilrv iulli 

ttie hopeful no, I u-k tbo indulgence of this 
iiiuii while I make a few suggestions, from 
the beat lights I liivi', in vi.u iii in v responsi- 
bility to tlie country, unit the redemption or the 
«• made to iny 'lis met. 

i men, I have listened attentivelv to tin- 

rk* of every siienker who I dad nu 

-.'.1I0D1; and I now dec-lure that 

I k. I BUM li gratified in being nble to stiv that I 

ban is a disunfonift, per se, 

ndnetjr-niM delegate* com 

Ilii- QonventlML I (Ml B D, therefore, 

1l1.1t din- gjodotu Union is safe, so for at least, as 

Ilic purposes and nation of this Convert ' 

I in it- restoration anil preservation. The 
the Union with onr people, ho* grown in- 
to a fixed habit, and is dtti nit to c radicate; and 

M strange that this is the fact, [b 
v.i n •■ •mtnljlc that ii should I w other- 

wise. Not love this Union, which Washington 
and ! 1 is compeers gave usJ whkh linn souimltooi 
oflpgad prosperity beyond those evn 
□ ny people orniition under the sunl and 
n 1, i li-r Obli h are have crown nod prospered wilh- 
out. a parol el. in the history of the world I Yet 
1 1 I 1 h and our love for the Union 
rtCMfaH unabated, let not the Abolitionists at the 
, the source of all our national troubles, 
presume that we are inscnsiblo and indifferent, to 
ilu-ir insolent mid unwarrantable agressions up- 
onimr i.Vmsiituiionul and just rights. Though 
long suffering and forbearing, for the sake of tbo 
Union, and nn banonUC a ijii-tmi'nt of all our 
does, upon the basis of ton Crittenden, or 

NIDI equivalent coiiipnniii'-c, the- time will 

uid probably nt nu distant day, when 
forbearance will cease to bo a virtue, and love of 
the Union, patriot i- in! 

But gentlemen of the Convention, I do not pro- 
pgat toeluhoratc; and if what I may say shall 
have no merit but brevity, 1 promise that, ot least. 
I was just remarking upon the unexampled pro. 
gre«s of the Country. To Illustrate, my views I 
history of this magnificent city 
in Which we nre holding our deliberations, ond 
enjoying the hospitalities of its citizens. Situa- 
ted on the sua-set ti.le of the Fmlier of Witters, 
lining the banks of that noble river for a distance 
of nine or ten miles, reaching westward half that 
distance, and containing a population of 170,000 
inha»«itn oil! How || thi.- unprecedented growth 
to be accounted for, except upon the principle 
1I111! our., i< the happiaal and best form of gov- 
ernmentin the world? 

Tie • iiy ..1 St. I*mis some forty years ago. 
Hi f'utit small village, numbering, say 1,000 or 



2,000 inhabitant):. I was here in (he fall 1 

It had then but a few narrow, irregular street! 

Open the river, under the hill, lined imiIi A 

urn 'om Portable tenement* eni! house*. 

it i- non nmtpm tiv I'uiit n]i v. ■ -o row 

at lid palaces. And this, we might say, U 
the woik of the I \.:-iirs, for p 

ihnt time its Rrovrili was tar-i 

Unt. 10 address myself more particularly to the 
BMritant* Aapfapotaion: A * before remarked, 
I Mitre tbia Convention con»bts oi Unieai 
men— all desiring its pr rind differing 

only in record to the means best ealcnhued to st- 
tjnii tlr 

I have met with those (net members of tbu 

1 inn, however,) who thought the rifehtra 

maining slave States Shi . in view of* 

reconstruction of the Government, hi 
opiaioo, how boa entertained, I dis- 

sent, most decidedly— concur: 
sentiment, at least, with the Hon. W II. Seward, 
that "the strength of the I ieb the hopes 

"of the nation are held, consists cAii 
"mainlng unbroken." 

This, however, is not onr 1 
seven of the stars of that bright constellation 
have disappeared, but not, I 
hope they may reappear, and th:it we thall 
ben united, prosperous people: which 
accomplished by each section of the Union per- 
forming its duty, ami respecting the rigfil 
other; and then this nation will resume its muck 
to greatness and glory. I belii 

attained, if wise counsel* shall obtain, anil 
wax be prevented, nntil the people ol 
whose government this is, ca 1. Ths 

truth is,the people have had to 1] ii lithe 

administration of their own govern m n: 
have lost tight of the watchword, "That tl 
of liherlv is eternal vigilance.*' Thej have ticca 
attending to anything and everything 1 
Government, which is the 1 
which they have taken but little IhO 
been turned over h Ms and 

pnl iii' inns, who in the main have I 1 
Interest al stake, except their own 
incut. 

Bat) gmdemen, our business is to devise the 
ways to restore the Government; an 
it tie done? 1 have been snrp i 
legal profession arguing 
of secession and the po\\ 
take care of itself, about which there isn> 
bo no controversy. 

It M-ctiis dirtli-ult Bw some gentlemen Of MM 
km to realise the present condition of the 

country, and to adapt their mode of 
the exigencies of the times. We are 
of a great revolution: seven Slate, have declared. 
for themselves, nnd have sit up a separate con- 
federacy ; and others nre entertaining the propo- 
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tfttan whether, in km of oil the fuel- nd dp 

aCMnt nnil i . thev shall 

. ernnitnt, ormain- 

uis to lie their 

liDil with a proper anil honorable 

■i our difficulties, will so continue, 

! Ilia! Ihi border slave States owe a 

1 1 y to Ihc country, arnl if the Union is 

. be through their mediation. MU- 

Mxui, the greatest of all, occupying a central po- 

•I i DdOWl dvri ; i all theelcmenN nf wealth 

sad power, owwadoable duty ho herself and to 

the country. She if entitled lo lie heard ami will 
be heard. L take can that her 

1 nt lost by unwise councils, 
Sa a t temwij if we wctc lure to discuss the ab- 
constitucional right of 

of the Government 
he supremacy of the Con- 

R. wiili n ference to the future, 
what has already oecnrrad, there could 
n ns to its relevancy and prosperity, 
itlemen, disruption of the Government 
.uiy occurred to sonic extent, and it be- 
dniy to save the Government, 
11 we tan; and how should we act in the premises 
I citizens? Wo desire to save what now 
. Lo bring bark the Slates that havedc- 
l-ir i'il, and to preserve the whole Union for all 
Ah, 
Bow b tins to he done? By force? No, God 
•iVlini would the I aion be worth if saved 
.' Lut the Union must be saved; 
mi may Missouri do her whole duty in the 
■wk, 
lieutlcmcn, we all agree in one opinion, at 
nun which Ida not know a dfo* 
orontofthii ( "i invention— via., th 
p the part of ih - I 
ttt sec would inevitably ruiu the 

Hid destroy the Government, 
fiofully are wc assured of the truth of this 
. on, i hat we do not hesitate to assert that 
. in no ease will be tolerated. 
Koistance to the higher power* of the Govern- 
ment, actuated lolelybythe false idea of carry- 
ing out to the letter the principles involved in a 
oath to execute and uphold the COl 
i I the laws, regardless of consequence.*, 
■ •i. me the most sacred duty of the most 
and in po doing he would be snp- 
t^nm.; t in; Constitution in ita spirit and i: 

n 1 1- the laws was Dol 

uncut. 
' sin aware that it U insisted that no one prc- 
tkat the President entertains nny such 
us Idea as that of invading the .->. 
with armed men i them 

he docs intend to possi 
Government property in those States; 
be revenue, unices means are denied 



him by his masters, the People; and nlihough 

•ma in the 
popular sense of the term 
nte war, it deserves equally to be deprecated. 

How, geotlemea, what Ei tl m' this 

fifth resolution, rc|iorted by the Comnii. 
Federal Relations? Does it not dVDfti ate, in Ebe 
most emphatic terms, the botranandruio 
ingtothe country, front (be In tnpi at eoocton 

l>v lie liiicrtiment; and < nr 1 .iiiriL', in Hx 
patriotic language, both the General Govanuni nt 
and the acceding States, to stay the arm of mili- 
tary power, and ou no pre* Bse, i" bring opon the 
nation the hon i n>- oi' civil war? and I sal yott, 
gentlemen, what is proposed by the amend* 
in. nr i lured by Ibo delegate from 
to this Oft u resolution? tt simply ad 
dedal | n of menace; bw 

saying to the belligerent parties, bo still; ii urn 
shall, tn your inadiess, however, disregard onx 
luliiifiiriiiotis, and turn a deaf eai H i I 
we forewarn you now, not to look lor aid or eom- 
fort from u.«.; lor in tlii-. war we lime no- I I QE 
part. We intend our jio.-iiiun to be thai ofstriot 
neutrality. Does such additional U 
again t the conser | and Cenoi 

whole report of the committee? I think not, hut 
on the < outran', gives to it the finlshlog 
It" I thought the amendment was In couth 1 1 with 
the report, (for I am againrt conflicts just n 
good a Union man ns I know the mom in in . l 
would votcagninst it; fori indorse the 
and regard it iu idl Itsparts, with the . 
just suited to our exigencfe*; and at 
liable to the distinguished Chnirmnn who drafted 
and reported it, as that of the 
our Independence WBJ to the head and I 
t he i mmi irt al Jefferso n. tf toe mediation o 
souri shall contribute even remotely to I 
peace to our di-trn. ted ("umry, the repor' WOOld 

t 10 be regarded as sacred as the I 1 
tion. The power that Bares i- di ring of 
our admiration as that which produces, I ii ill 
vote fur the report and resolutions with 01 H Ui- 
out the amend raeut, but I prefer the amendment, 
The report in some few particulars m.i 
■OlM ihiugs too strongly, and wlii. h SOSB 
suppose might huvo bora omitted wiihout mar- 
ring the harmony of the whole, but they lire 1m- 
.!. comparatively, and constitute no valid 
n with mo. 

Mr. Rf-dd. I desire to say a word. 

'l'h. ■ (,'u in:. The geoflmnsai having 
'•nd time, will net speak lo Q 
the report, but he bus the right to 

substitute. 

Mr. Redd, I desire to state the reasons why 1 
shall tOtO. 

■ "HAIR. Tie LWlR all 

stop him. I desire so -a . 

iiion, he cuu prowed to (IlIwuk. •O.vi v>njist\. 



ire. IT be desin'* to confine himself to the 
ameudmenr, he can proceed without leave. 

Mr. Rkdu. 1 do ii"t desire on this occasion |c 
enti r into a rtUoBarffln in regard to that report, 
hut I desire to trivc my reason nil vole 

I substitute in place of the amendment. 
Thut ameinlment, I bare no objection to, as far 
m It goes. It slates (he proposition that 
Missouri will not aiil the General Government in 
commencing the war upon the seceded State*. 
That position is true, as is also the position that 

' no; aid the seceded States in the prevent 
cirrnrostanccs in commencing the war u-pon the 
a] Government. Missouii i- tea peace, 
compromise, concession, conciliation and 
WHlVnjllllll of all the questions Irnolinl; 
■ad while I deem it ia true, 

I think it does not express the f/hok 
truth. If Missouri undertakes to say to the 
Banera] '.oienunent what she will do, dta emm 
to herself, to her own dignity as a sovereign and 
indeptndi tit Slut* 1 , not only to It'll the truth, but 
to tell the whole truth. In mr judgment, the 
-in does not do that. If, let a col- 
lision uivur as it may— if, tho General Govern- 
ment, refusing to compromise, refusing conces- 
sion, standing as it has done during the last 
session of Congress upon the proposition that 
ire havt SOCompfOIBiWtO make; if the G 
Government continuea in the future to occupy 
that position , let the conflict commence as it 
may; if the Government then proseeuteB that 
conflict with the determination of compelling 
the MCOded States to submit, then, in my judg- 
ment— yes, I may any I know it— Missouri will 
take her mud by the other States; and if she 
speaks of what she i* going to do, she ought to 

speak I he "hole I ruth. I would much rather -he 

would not say anything on the subject, but leave 
tho matter to be dealt v. ith as the contingency 
iiiLlit BdM. Ii it e\tr should arise, and God 
fmbiil that it should, I would mnch rather she 
should say nothing on tho irahjont than not 
speak the whole truth. This substitute does not 
pi'ilyv Mi ouri to any course, I s hall, there- 
to) i . support it in place of the amendment. 

Mr. Vamilskirk. Mr. President, and gentle- 
men of the Convention i I owe a duty to my con- 
ttituentl at home which requires that I should 
trouble ii in this occasion. I am satisfied ev- 
ery member of this Convention has made up his 
iniml h to whnt liia duty is as a member of this 
Convention. But there are other circumstances 
which induce me to speak on this occasion. I 
am a delegate from a District in this State, and 
I represent a majority of the people of that Dis- 
trict who differ with the minority which my col- 
lengiHi (Mr. Hudgins,) represents. He has an- 
no tuned his views to this Convention, and I 
! be implicated by my people as a suhmis- 
siouist if 1 did not take occasion to allude to that 



gentleman's remarks. I do not snppo 
anything I could sny here wi 

"tuion. in my i 
i reTj i!i- whole matter Ii brought |i 
that it is Union upon condition, ;| 
is Union with the "butV and "ifs/'or on 
isting circumstances, it is emphatically 
I My position is Ihut we have to net with tin 
before us, and determine if we are (or the 
or against it. I sn p pose every nun 
knows whether he is for or against the 
When gentlemen road that IJncoln'- 
a message of war, and that the American 
are going to adopt coercion in forcing the 
it occurs to me, and is conclusive to my 
that the " wish is father to thethoujj 
they are not willing to ttJyupan the pee 
Missouri to meet the emergency, bat tlm 
wiifu to get lata condition to meet that ex 
raj amity. It is not six months ago Yanei 
claimed thut he wo* a In an tb« 

body else; that he was a strict cooatrm Bob 
man; hut that if Abraham Lincoln waso 
he was for immediate secession — that the 
would go out, and it did go out. Ut 
conditional Union man— and < 
ditionul Union man who advocates that ridi 
people of Alabama severed th 
the Union. They did not wait to asccrtsj 
niicly whether any satisfactory adjustment 
bo made. Tliey were bound to go out i 
Union. And I tell you, that every pi 
tion looking to an ultimatum, that is bi 
into this Convention, in any form 
have for its ultimate object the severance i 
connection of Missouri with the General Gi 
ment, for I tell you that the s. 
sion, as it has manifested itself since wc gi 
this condition, has been shown to 
IHjhonous simoom of Africa, which sweep 
destroys everything before it, Hut an i-n 
made between the gentleman (Mr. Hmlgini 
mv.-ii-lf. He* aid he was in favor • 
upon condition, and he fixed np a nun of 
and then, without any mental reset 
an issue in relation to the Union He Id) 
Chat there is already a I 
that he is opposed to coercion— that whetha 
is a right of revolution or not, a Southern 
fed c nicy has been formed; and be fa 
ther, that if there are to be im a • 
la in favor of going into the Southern Confi 
ey. He is in favor of laying down a 
and if the North will not agree to 

ie sentiment of tho people whom I 
resents upon this floor is such, that (boy ID 
ing to stake their destiny with i 
Join a Snuiheni Confederacy, I 
course cuts cfT all • I 

a different proposition, and a\ 
the border States to work for compromise, 




Itunsiunti, bnl to a :a gunr- 

osirill set 

■ 
try hope (if compromise i- 

, Hut 
I we desire tl 11 peace.' 

ncu of the C'niiV' uiiuii. I am faera 
ii majority of a con si i ucney, who 
iesirv uiiv • a nil, in pence or 

which 
.tore peace. Be has sai ! that wo should 
in -h M the p Opl 
fanatical brethren there- that they 

he seceding States without lirst 
ig over their dead : 

nil laajraho that ire should say t" the 
of the Booth that, you'll have first to 
I bodies of the border States 
con can hring on a coniii. t. 

In: gentteumn says, "Missouri will 
ml by the South." Yea, 
its, stand by the South, and iiutdis- 

'lieseretlcd Slates I those 

H i must make no threats, liut the 
tcJosea in the fiiino connection, that 
he North grants what wc ask, m ■•■ 

in'.- hen with (bat Hud of 

•. I said I was in favor of standing by 

the Smith, and the Xnrtli, utnl llic 

i i- the doctrine which 

atcd belore my people. [ did not contend 

ihent Unit wo must unite upon ■"> ulti- 

, and that if the North did not agree to It, 

l<i unite with (in- Souih. I would be re- 

o ray duty, ii I did not object to Hint 

Ding ben. I do not mean to say 

gue is advo I hing ;; hi< h 

declare before hi people, Ha made 

mi them rights ipeechi I • Ibn bit 

id his people voted understwdiugly. 

to play, bul ii wna a 

| mn-t pi :-. or he could notbeclocti-d. I 

any be medly— but 1 say there 

," and the conece, 
b« i ■ me I- i 'log n minority, 

majority. I do not sny lu- 
lu- constituency, for a great many 
luareand flat-fooie I i 
[i doiks. I decire to ask a ipie-tiun, as 
al inntti r. 

ITS. I prciimc not, 1ml I jirsf ui-li 
lata. How many volts behind was the 
man to me on your ti« feet? 

f A5BC9KlRlt. I did lint do jlWtiee in tha' 

Mr. Singleton was lite nearest 



Mr. V*Nnr»Ki«K . I »ill i:\pluin. Ii na-. ■•nr in- 
tention to net in ODBI GCI in our district. U i . Wil- 
son wrote a letter which I indoaed, h 

myself upon it, and went to WoA in [| I faith 

to bring about a unite I action. We 
ly united upon Mr. Wil-on, und he got some 800 
or 900 more votes Mian Mr. Hud ji lis ; I jtoc some 
300 more thnn Mr. Hudgios, J ' 

udSdatea — and that iv. i- whom thi.s deeper- 
nte panic of "told deck" came in — whirh i 
Mr lludgins between two Union men. Mr. 
BinglotQU rnu iti Andrew and Nodaway, mid Mr. 

■ -i in Unit and Aii-lii-i'ii eountiea. Mr 
Tomplotaa got about l.ooo votea; in a 
connty, Mr. Singleton got 300 more than Mr. 
Hudgius, and where they both lived. M 
iileton got a small vi 1 1'.- in Nn-lnuay •nimty, — I 
ilem'l kuuW i-xii'tly how many — but |)BUlng DOtfe 
Tampkton and Singleton' • vo made 

■boat 400 more tlwn Sir. Ha Iglas m elved, Dut 
I; ri • where ibis "cold deck" by whirh Mi. 
lludgins goi about 000 or 700. 

The Goats. This, is purely a peraonaJ : - 
an I I'annot bo allowed to proceed further. 
Mr. Vaniii-*kiiik. It wh called OH 
only (Irsine to show the faets. Now, in reference 
to toll amendment. In my opinion, tin- fl lh 
resolution lakes the true position. It denies that 
any adequate causa exists f"r SQCOUloa or n-iolu- 
inn: that the employment of military 
would destroy til prospects Ol depre- 

cates any surh artim, i.n-i bamu free to act 
under the drounatHioes, won they ooma "p. 
jut as we may think honorahle ami ri^ht. lint 
this amendment goes further, and H» we shall 
inrtii-h noithermen nor money to i-o.-rce, either 00 
the one side or the oilier. Now, supposing a 
largo portion of the people ol - !ji iu lit 

dc«ira to return to lit- ir allegiance to the General 
GOT) ruim.ni, an 1 ahoiil.l demand at our hands 
assistance lo secure their ii Jit-. I pay Missouri 
slioul I keep her hands clcnr of all such emi 

i six months may make ft very material 

. Other < n mlghl ariat 

would embarrass our ueiion under thi-< nineud- 
itifii:. We iiiight be forced out of the Onion !•• - 
fore wa couhJ gtt a rcactioa North or South. Our 
preaeni fi<iv( rnor would give ihe m ■-' 
construction in favor of this aoundlBtBti 
toward that could poa«ihly h 

given. He would gra«p «t everything In Ua 
power to take the BtUB <mt of tho 1'uinn in ■ 
•i nmcj .8s 

in the hands or the (Jcnerrnnetii, >tdl n-niadim 
in the condition it is, and that South Curoliua 
on hide that her safety requiied Unit she 
should take Fort Sumter, an 1 th.it MaJ. I 
fon should repel il, ist a few hours be- 

fore orden rome from Lincoln to evaluate— this 
would no doabt be construed aaanactol 
cion, and the Governor, so regarding it as in vio- 
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lntion of the action of thi- CoW BtW n, would at 
once, send hoops nnil take possession Of Hi- 
Arsenal and Sub-Treasury, and then take us out 
Of th- Union. If this amendment ii calcu- 
lated to produce that kind of interpretation 
i- ii nut better to throw it aaido as an 
apple of discord and take the original reso- 
lution? Now, I recollect a lick religious anec- 
dote that will apply to this. It is in the old Hard- 
shell Baptist line, and ir any DMO has a I 
lake it personally it is myself There was a cer- 
tain church whi>'h was sound in regard to the 
old doctrine of predestination, forcordinatiou, &c. 
One day a new preacher came along, professing 
ih. new-fangled heresy of a non-resurrection and 
that sort of thing, and after service one 
of the brethren, who hail heard the dis- 
ciiuiM-, said to another: "Did you overhear 
MCh a discourse as that? Do you believe it?" 
'•(Mi yes," was the reply, "and more too." — 
Now I bdie>e this amendment Is the more 
(no, and I object, for that reason, to it. It in cal- 
culated to misguide us, and I hope it will be re- 
.; 

Mr. Ht'DOiT'9, I desire to make a personal 
explanation, I feel, as these thing* have been 
alluded to. It is necessary I should make an ex- 
planation, in Older that a wrong impression may 
not he made. I nee no use in inolving the ques- 
tion of an election in any argument here, and I 

It I desire to say, in Justice re/ i 
that I was not a candidate for a seat here at all, 
1 am here, not having been a candidate before the 
people. My name was substituted for the name 
of Judge Butts, who was on the Const! I 
Union ticket, In my District. My friends told 
in' that If I would consent to allow my name 
to l»- used I would be certain of U 
tion. MeO wi-re MOl lhroii;:h the District 
about a week before the election, with- 
drawing my name, and stating that I was 
not a candidate, and in some places I was 
not run nt all; I do not know what the gen- 
daman means by " coid deck." I was pal cm ■ 
in I;, i with two others, end I run wiih them on a 
itiorja] I'nion platform, which I hold in 
my hand, and which any gentleman inn rend if 
he desires. As to my speech, which tin 
nun has criticised, I think he hits not understood 
U. His constituents will understand ir, 
and will see bis representations of it arc not 
■nstsJai I by the speech itself; they will see that 
I have taken the same ground here u there. Now, 
in regard 10 another matter. Mr. Vanbuskiric 
lives in Holt; there are four counties In the dis- 
trict; ho ran as as an unconditional Union man, 
though when pressed, he mid when the other 
slave State* went out, be Wi - in (avor of Missouri 
going our, 

Mr. VASitiueaiMK. The gentleman is not do- 
ing me justice exactly; thu question usually put, 



all over the State was, when all the fouri 
States go ont; when the last ray i 
tingaished, where will yon go? At rim 1 wall 
would go with the Sooth, but nrter thru 1 
the event the Government is destroyed, 1 am I 
Missouri falling back upon h 
and settling down where her interests would 

■ ■ l , and not be coupled on to a No 
or Southern confederacy, contrary to her so* 

on 

Mr. rjCDGiss. Justoneword.il 
thing about the "decks" it is this— my 
being in Hob, and llicre being foor euuntirf 
the district, the ticket in my county was Mr. 
Wilson, and he carried that eonnty. Mr. Til 
trasHrk and Singleton were iu And 
nway, and the ticket in the eonnty in which Mr. 
Vanbttskiik lives Wilson. Mr. Vso- 

ii I. and Mr. IYmpleion ran in .', 
so the ticket doubled on him; and he got t*t 
Singleton and Wilson influence in Andrew ud 
Nodaway, and the Wilson and Tcmplcton ints- 
dice In Atchison and Holt, and th 
second in the race. If there in any 
in ir, It is on their side and inn uur- Uut lliii 
was all out of a business way, mid I regr 
iillu-ioti -tiould have been made to it. 

."dr. Gamblb, Mr. President: In the discis- 
sion of this amendment, argmne 
made that cover the entire gr- 
in regard to the relations ol to tbt 
I States and to her -is er State.-. I, sir, si 
this time, propose simply to speak to 
which is In -lore i lie body. I do no 
the motion to adopt a substitute in place of tr* 
amendment, to di-cuss the merits of th j report, 
I do not intend to say one wor I upon a 
i' ■■ t. or upon the relations that th! 
sustains, cither to rnnwnt or to 
any other State. W ho never thai q m 
as there has been soma criticism of 
and as some gentlemen have giv. i 
opinion that there were ftw who 
every word and sentence in it, I will i-pcak to it 
fully. I am responsible ror every word at 
ti a e iii the report, for I wrote ir. 1 
prove every fact it ass* 
incut it produces, and I think 
telllgent mind in regard to every , 
makes of the future. 

The substitute of the amendmi 
ncntlemun from Clay proposed to edi 
resolution, Is thai the commencement ol 
ties by jiiher the General Government oi 
ceding States, must necessarily be 
Missouri a> nnfriendly and offensive Tho 
ol the original resolution is the 
ciliarion. It Is tho i 
that wc cannot control, pown 
for llicmi Ives. Knowing Ih 
able to control them we address to 
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gunge of remonstrance, aguinst an 
oUrse Of t»l amendment 

er— it says to both parties wo will not 
of you in any attempt of making war. 
itute for the amendment says, we will 
;;ction of cither of you as un- 
ivr to Missouri. That is to 
ten, wc are preparing ourselves to be 
We are declaring that wo will be 
that wc will regard ourselves as trent- 
• 11;.- manner, and wo pledge our- 
au oe ea-'ion that would arise when nny- 
i' to Mi-.-ouri. Is not that the 
i- bm ihat Ibe eomatqneBCO? When one 
another that if he uses particular lan- 
-h him, then, it' the other usct 
bonnd to dissent and con- 
to attempt in punish 
ws not tlii* substitute therefore involve 
Ion on onr put that if hostilities are 
will commit ourselves as against 
Tty who first uses the hostilities— we 
lit MrSelvu a.^ those who are itijur- 
•flendotl. 1 apprehend that it involves it 
do" tin- redemption of that pledge may 
i ii i r inking part in the actual hostl i:i- - 
be carri'd on. Again, the substitute 
shall tnlto this action on the commence- 
lltlet. Gentlemen, whut .sli n II bo 
snencemrnt Of 1m liliti. - ' What does 
itute mnin when it says that the eom- 
nent of uosiQities shall bo regarded, 
Shall thi* commencement be when 
I of war comes into the liar- 
near the harbor of Pensaeola,— 
ies, sailors, and possibly tome soldiers 
that the commencement of hostitl- 
1 is it -when (bO gam shall he opened 
c land upon that vessel; or when a 
' war «iih all her armament and 
on board comes Into our waters, 
■ vit have fired n gun, or made 

B demur. -Ira lions ? A case mny happen 

the cose of wliirh we were informed 

«<pnpcr> the ofoex day, when some per- 

arged a 

i i iied at Fort Sumter. Major 

Immediately ran out his guns to answer, 

prevented from so doing by a messenger 

got trace, who Informed him time it 

1 1 and undesigned. Suppose 

: bad not been Hint and Major 

i bad discharged his guns at tbo 

at llie buttery, and the qui s- 

Id naturally arise, who commenced the 

Yet wo are to l>o otTcndod, nnd to de- 

pon the fact of an unfriendly action; 

• » io do so. 

rabetitute, therefore, as contain- 

If an undcllned pledge »n the part 

of the State of Missouri that they 



!UgagQ in a conflict, or become den 
upon every lie finding its way into the newspapers, 
for their action in regard to a con Diet between 
the GcncralGovcrnmcnt and the Southern States. 

I hold, sir, that thii substitute, while ii 
ly involves all that is declared in the amendment, 
involves also a declaration that is hostile to the 
entire spirit of that report, as all of you, or at 
least most of you, will agree. It "ill be ea-ily 
seen, by examining the langunge, that it is in- 
consistent with the de-igns for which this Con- 
vention bas assembled. This Convention was 
assembled for the purpose of considering the 
present condition and rc'ations of the State of 
Missouri to tin- I'niti d States and to the other 
States. It was never expected by the peop 
we should make declarations that should rim 
through any mind , or luck (■■ any 

subsequent period In the history of the country, 
flat the luliilment of our declarations. 

The amendment says wc will never countenance 
or aid n receding State in making war upon the 
General Government, and will never famish men 
or money to the General Government to coerce a 
seceding State. What is the condition of those 
Siates that have seceded? Some say there is a 
government already established. Some say they 
are already established, as a foreign power, and 
if you adopt the doctrine of secession, ;. OH are 
-i admit that fact. If that be the condi- 
tion of those States, what follows? Tliat the 
Vniied States must bear national retail 
them, and national quarrels mny arise upon 
questions that concern national relations and na- 
tional interests; and shall we attempt to declare 
Ihat if they should make mr upon up. we win 
not furnish men or money to coerce them? Or 
If they <'o anything else that is unfriendly and 
hostile, tbut we will not defend ourselves I 
them? If they, as intimated in 'otne MwSpO- 
pcrs, shall issue letters of marque and reprisal, 
thereby disturbing the commerce of the I'nited 
States, shall wc allow this infract ion of our rights, 
fur fear that wc should bo affording men ami 
money to the Government of the United Stales 
tr» coerce them? No. If tlicv fts-umc a nation- 
n( character, they must bear national rcsimi-i- 
hilities. They must stand u a nation oppon I, 
so far as their interest is concerned, to the nation 
from which they are separated. I say it is not 
proper that we should pledge ourselves that wo 
will not furnish men and money when i.iir 
rolvation may depend upon our so 
when it maybe necessary to open the month ef 
tbe Mis-i-.-ippi riwr ti.r nmijarion, andmnfcewar 
againet them as a nation, and destroy rhemif 
they, as a nation, committing national offenses, 
arc unwilling to yield its utir rights. Win has I 
10 conciliate our Southern sisters, having all 
the lecling and desire in bring them back, having 
all tin: teeling that would induce one to offer 



to them every inducement to come buck, 
having the strongest dartre that Qh 

I to i lie family from which i!h-v 
liuvi- been M paroled, and tint we shall bo 
harmonious in nil ihc funnv; yet, gentlemen, 
U wn exist ftim few years In separate Datlona, 
nine hut expect to see diflVrvuees which 
iinisi be settled a* b-nvc. n one nation ami auolh- 
• i. When there an two nations permanently 
established in contiguity 10 tab oilier. the histo- 
ry of the pass, ibows i I: 

trouble* ; tbnr than will lie iuvo-ion* by the peo- 
ple an i ill.' people on the 
that commercial questions will spring up, 
li of solution, and ever liable 10 give dec to 
war. If the Southern State! accept the po.-ition 
nan separate nation, tlay inn M -taud to it; and 
tlii>-< lie- which now bind u> tggfltht r strong as 

"<«is of rtaa l t he n lympathlee that make 

.: inn of aannonj end reunion 

of nil the pari* ill l Ml i-uiititry, will bo severed — 

will In severed I'V tin- habitual iHttlnfltilHl of na- 

rtonalftloe— severed by the conflicting In 

tli.it will arias between the one and the oih.-r. 

ii-it , i In n-inrc, undertake In look forward to 

the future indefinitely, when we have Ivcen called 

:.. ttPI U lda t the present. Let us nut look forward 

to the future when we Might what is 

■ Hi: presi-ntduty; mid Li us V- content m declare 

Hi;, i ii. iw, having our sympathies wiih the people 

-r bound up in the 

Union, wc base ail hopes on a return ;jr_'>|>irii of 

"iiy, and a peaceful aettfeuiaM and ad- 

i BlafthC present difllruliies. 

Such tit tin views which I entertain Of the 

ty of this substitute uiul the propriety ol 
the amendment 

Mr -Vln--. I do not now propose to indict a 

ii upon 'hi.- i ban niton, having hud an ep- 
80 in the onlacf, but I propose 
now to i online myself strictly to the question 
which i- I ..- 1 . 1 1 .-• [In Cniucntiim. In doing so, 
permit me to- nay that in my humble opinion 
therein now no tbooreib ul question before this 
Convention, and I would mj to my Mend from 

n hi, (Mr. I lull.. i and my friend from Pike, 
(Mr, lb :,.!• isnii.,1 UdOtOOa Who Inivc addressed 
(hie Convention upon the theory of this tlnvcru- 
ment, (hat I tuwn do quarrel wiih them. I do 

liari In tbd right ol aoea sa l u B. I entertain 
uo such heresy. Bnt I contend thai wc arc now 
i|i Tiiinj; wiih a great practical issue. Mo 
linn of tbeoQ i- now absorbing our artcn- 
Ea one of greet public policy. — 
It is in vain to deny it. It is in ruin to dtaoy Hi u 

Iw bat | mi on loot. I 

I deny 
ii. [do not ban, Ehaitb a Btatasnow 

_- lie a separate i.'onfi •ilciiw->— that Ihey 

i in achieving their indnpeadanoo, 
Ftu-fTvm it. /occupy uo «uch peaUlBn. What 



ii l . mi 
revolntion ha* bum . . 1 I < 

thm, m prevent thai revolution from swa 
up this Government, it U d 

1 man to aid In ig to 

iluit ;■ Thatw my | 

i practical qncsdou: Shall-' 
revolution uad at lust restore peace 
government on ii. old foundation* or si 
-it quietly iii and discus i 

this Government, while I mtagc 

and threatens in overwhelm us tn | 
Will we control the revi 
tlmt revolntion control i 
that is to be submitted to you, and Iben i 
have been made In 
upon the theory of riii 
amount to nothing, in tl 

mi ii. Lord North uud bis followers 
Bridsh Parliament, sat U':<l riiernmwl An 
rctical right Bo govern and inbdne ber eo 
but whilst those theories were betOf 
tin' A'uerieuu revolution ■< a sue 

end, and now Union men, you who 
itorop ao and preserve the QoveufuncS 
establish it upon its ancient fa 
yon to beware of the policy c 
talking about the theories of the Gov 
the revolution Is in active prngtv- 
wouUI control th.it revolution, if y«m wou 
the Union and thereby save your 
have to act, IteUyou that yon ca 

ami make speeches and niuk 
the theory of this Government, nod me in 
of denying the theory and ail that 
I Si iitlciiieu, the theory Uot E» 
States that have seceded. They hi 
and now the great question is, " Shall the 
this Government hi to that revolution?" 
they drag all the States Into 
war and wind up with the d 
whole ? That is the question , and i 
posing by this amendment to ranch thai 
thai we, (and when I fay toe, I tnc 
Border Slates — I mean the States running 
tbo Atlantic on tho east to the great 
this de-crt thai lies beyond u 
petition that we do, 
the power, ought to stand up bete 
warring sections and command the j»:nre. 
My worthy friend from St. Louis, the 
man of the Committee, who 
mo, says that we at 
have no rLr,ht to command. '•'» 
one of these powers, at least, claim 
thority to command us. No 

thing stand? Then ) wn i tldngt 

the m'MiibcTS of this Convention a 
gard t" -orne questions we an • u 
those questions ? My worthy 
, fori me, (Mr. Gamble) with tbe ken of api 




I, a tow days »|»o, what would !»■ onr 

What ili'l he 

an .' :i ehoul 1 go with the 

nfedcraey, in a military point of 

rt. That was the ecum- 

bnl i. m nol 11m ■ mm- 

bull I ay i!" matter where 

lie govs with th" North or with the 

I point of view, it is annihil.i- 

tos; it in ihiu light, I urn deter- 

1 * 11 he will not stand 

br pancenbly and sea herself amtihOatod. , While 

(bm ha« been a discussion here in regard to tbe 

bomI a, utd the right of se- 

<«uicm, n» man npon 1 1 1 •- Boor, ( b 

of revolution. — 
alntioniw! or 
hat be, until they becoi 

l 

tUt il>> DC of the United State.* should 

Missouri to do an act thai would annihi- 

mands oi (hat Govern- 

Intolerable. Tel ray vonera- 

lold yon tbat whenever that 

whenever ilvij war u Inaugurated, 

Missouri Ii aonlhUated? What does he 

He does not mean tint 

<kc will swallow up our land 

loos not mean that the great 

'ii i'- fountain, 

Btl; he means that your 

ould be destroyed, your houses would 

i sola?) ■(!, your land dJ I blood, 

makes us now great, glorious 

il would be swept away. Thai It what 

would b ir fate, bo matter 

tppened in a military aspect. I tell yon 
tbat I hate been asked the question, Where will I 
*£»> when that nobte flag i< torn down. 1 Gentle- 
f hopes are anchored in th. Union. When 
Our Union le gone, there i-. uo hope. Ai 
*at><l by the Immortal Webster, " 1 have never per- 

[pice of dia- 
Union, to sec what may Uo tn yond." 

All my hope^ are in the Union, and 
* >BUVD I say the border States should interpose 
Tlji.ii- influt mi- between the North und tbe South, 
*«o bring abont n roeoncilialion. And it' Abraham 
1 i :,!.;,. -hould attempt to carry out the f 

I sat that wo -hould 
lion, I drive him into the At- 
lantic or-rnn, or drive him Into tub groat Western 
— ahum, when 1 a m r day* and four 

an a drop of wal a . and ■ 
tied 1'iog and inttleMinlte can 
was a memiier ol the Border State 
ationlwnuld go for a resolution on the 
irder States that no hosttfs «rmj 

■hould pus? ibTongll : 



for the porpone of mukinir. war, in the attempt to 

adjust our present dU&uulties. I would drive 

■i n Sa> 

hi .r.!. 

As] r natkod, I have been ticked When will t 
go! \\ J I fltht under when that Hug 

' I will tllu.-ir.-ik' thm idea. Ymi bate 
all read tbe h i--i>ry of Snladiu, the great Emperor 

<st. He was a warrior and a atati 
at the head of a gnat eropitv, b> loved by I 
Jena and Mldiera. At last* some fatal t 
Bxed Itself upon ids funis. rBsnnjstcianwarnad 
liitn thai death win approaching. H 
ringers closing around his bent, his I 

; royal shroud tor him, that be might 
be buried like a Win-. lli» anx; 

g inroad his ptltv heat ol 

the BBOgnsl Of lite fatal di-en.se. When lit last 

he ii'inid be was upon the verge of death, hi 

one of his faithful roflOUWI t'i hi- -il< , la 

to biro, " Go, take that shroud nd hang it npon 

■it of a lartee, and Swing it b in 
battlements o lo, and tell my beloved 

people that this i» nil that remains uf S 

.::." Gentlemen, l RJ D fcl tl) iWB 

tltnt ol I ; out a shroud, D» thai b the 

uni'. BrtngtBai i.-i'- nrfafe, b will be 

i in- only emblem thai U tit lo represent tbi 

i: pttbUn. I beHCve it asmsnirestly 
n- l hciievi- I nm now living. 

r.usiilcnt, it bas In en said by the | 
m I'tke, that thisis aQuixoiii id!i ih.t 
has gotten bjtotb* bead of the i eopss— this thing 
of coercing a Southern Bests; 
Mr. nail oi' Itin hiiinin and Mr. Btondltti 
Bt. Lonis, nsk, gravely, whni <!■ 

win answer you in Yankee nyle, by puttta 

otlnTi]Ui.'-iion in return. 1 will SIX, What do 
you moan by It? What eonstrnelion do >ou put 
upon the word toe i 

Mr. I1i:m>ki;m'v. BubJugatloD. 

Mr. Hobs. Ky friend ssjaTOrdugadoii Then 

he can alter my amendment, if b. ohOOflBI 10 do 

so, to th-' ward "subjugation" I 

don." W.ll, n«>«,I a->-k any man of rmnrauii 
sense in till" uitdienco, If you think their will he 
found any rtgUDBBl in Mi-~onri tint will ga 
South to subjugate a Bouthom State. Mr 
Gamble gays it. i- snnifafiatJoD If lliej 
do. He says he Is rc-.p«n*il>li' mi 
letter and tyDable of DM majorlrj report. Be 
aejajffl opteditlsaaslbuarJoti I oak 

. Borneo, in that vivw of the 

yon willing 10 Bt*y here and nee the Sou 
Slates publucated'. 1 Tot, according to his r 
all that we • wild ft i 

taj that wc will reirrct— reffref .' Xow. I b 
thai <*heneTsr thai thing ■ « i' ! 

tb.'tt the action of tbi- Convention uponth< ■ 
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fcding In Mir ffmirl , Bow do wo stand 
. ii : We. Me leading papers InMlMowi 
trtto repres en t the ReuubUcan iutercst eli 
that tlii < Convention reflect* their genii 

ill- ni M i . Lincoln will gay to liiin. Look 
It du» MlUOOll I 'iiiivciitii.il ; tln-y there ii 
thi 11* it la their duty, v, It- never you call upon litem 
i k i South rn State, to obay the summons; 
i c \nted down a proposl Ion saying that 
' eoi of Missouri will not .lo It; Like cour- 
age, fir, take courage — Missouri is with you. 

ttaaen of the Convention, yon may be 
l dispose of that feature in that rase. Yon 
are men of I. nee, many of 

n teamen and laweta, Knd JTOB can satisfy 
foot own minds nliout this. Hut 1 tell yon, when- 
ever ii goes out to the people of Missouri that you 
are not opposed to coercion, in any and every 

i wQl iniike eeceasJonJsts b) the hi 
mi. I I ns n Union imiii have offered this Union 
resolution, became I bettere U to be the best 
I'uinn project thai ha* been sanjgtstod by thU 
run. I bcliove It sincerely. I believe that 
m will eventnallj bring back our brethren of the 
Son'b, in spite of the eflorts of" their leaders, and 
I :irn now I'm- lajtogtO kb. I I 
aid you in Invading and subjugating & So 
Stale. 

Now, Mr. President, f desire to direct your at- 
tention for a moment lu ilio illustration- thai 
have l.een made by my friends from I'i 
Buchanan and St. Louis. They talk . .1 .. > .. II 
against my amendment until they attempt! 

te my position, for when they did that, in 
my humble judgment, they made an titter fail- 
ure. My friend from Buchanan .-ays, snppose 
Georgia tboatd conclude, as I believe she 
will, eventually, to stay in tin Union— 
not to come bark, mark you, for F do 
not believe it requires a treaty to get her 
back — I do not believe she is out— a nppofo the 
people of Georgia conclude to my In the old 
Union, and to repeal her recession ordinance; 
mppoeej (ben, he continues, the Southern Con- 
• nil! undertake to prevent her; in 
oilier words, -li'iiiM font her out of the Union, 
does mj amendment prevent us, then, fmm de- 
nuding ourselves? Is there uny thing in it 
against the right of self-.l.Teii-c? And right 
here, in order to understand the scope and object 
of my amendment, you must look at the first 
part of i lie resolution — you must look at its first 
What does it direct your attention to? 
It says that, believing that the welfare or His- 
Kiuiii depends upon the peaceful settlement of— 
' A settlement of out present difficulties. 
What docs that amendment pledge the notion of 
Missouri to? It pledges her action to the settlc- 
of our difficulties. The ft* fib. resolution, 
which was penned by my worthy friend before 
me, refers lo that question. 



Mr. Gaum a. I an "ill 

permit, me to interrupt him, to cap 
tent of my authorship. The re 

by me. The i 'port, •■• I s anro- 

ment in support of the resolul I >wn by 

me. 

Mr. Hobs. Well, 1 reckon lite gai 
stands on tli > • ^whether, be wn 

not. 

Mr. Gam I sir. 

Mr. Moss. Exactly. I am referring to what 
the resolution tays. It I* directed lo Uu 
in. nt of our present difllciii: n mr 

amendment to that resolution, I be 
stating that the peaceful .i* oar 

present diflL tiltics is all we can hope for, and thai 
express the belief thai wewHI 
in making war up. • t That, Ml 

dent, .iocs not prevent the Stab an from 

I lingberaell wlr n she shall be iuvaded. a 
gnat many attempts hare btvu made t. 
(nue this |xiiiit. 51 im St. Louis mite 

this illustratii < : Suppose ibis n 

bill should pa?s the Legislature. (I should MJ 
ilmt 1 have never real the bill, and d 
formation jib to its powers upon the 
and the Governor should declai ■ re un- 

der a military government; that he I 
to call out Ids soldiers and have our clUxcns shot 
down for speaking disrespectfully of Lira, or 
committing some other similar offense. 
thai an illustration of the case? I ask my frko4 
from St. Louis, what would be the remedy?— 
W.ntd ho wait to apply to the G 
eminent for power to put down the Gove: 
the State of Missouri, who was acting in 
ease to the hue passed by her 1 

Mr. BnoADitEAD. The gentlemen di>cj not 
seem to have exactly understood m> 
took this petition : If the Governor should think 
proper to carry Missouri out of the Union, and 
use the military force given under toil 'ill to 
carry out that object, he would be coma 
act of treason against the General I 
on.1 we should have the right to call that Gov- 
ernment to ' 

Mr. Moss. Well, I presume thai 
ii.- UvJ-dtitnre of Missouri attempts rack an 
of usurpation as that, and whenever ll 
emor of the State undertakes to carry It o 
remedy will be a ve i. shorl one. It will not be» 
nn appt-al to the powers of the Federal Govern— 
ment, but it will be a very short remedy, it 
consist of ten feet of grass rope and 
limb. 1 presume that in that couthi 
the people of Missouri will niidcrtnko lo 
care of their own destiny, without appealing 
.-ml Government. 

i in see no case, Vx Prestd nt, that baa 
. iied by the opponents of this amendment, rh 
Iflastrates the point in any way whate •. 
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rallrl, no c-a«-, lias been cited, that will drmnn- 
rate the fall - Id « I occupy. 

Vow. in con- Iwdon, I would just any, that, as 
n mini, believing thm our Miration de- 
ind» npon the salvation 'if i lie Union, I have 

«OHtr-': Bt, urn! hiii c advocated it 

•II sineeri' it was a peace measure ; 

Ml if it Bhnll be voted down by this Convention, 
rabmlt; will then vow for the majority 
rporr, because I believe It contains a declaration 
t great truth, llu! it does not po fur enonph, in 
it opiiiion, and if this amendment i? voted 
own, I ibtH -nil \>- ■ rjirtonman; 1 shall go 
orae and right the buttles of the Union, belie v- 
:m- anchored in the Union. 
lot, Sir ! . I shall go home with a heavy 

Bait; I shall go home, feeling that this Conven- 
fcm ha* fei'ed to put Missouri in no. attitude 
rbfch I think she ought to occupy in regard to 
Or present difficulties. 

Mr. Ons. 1 !t is not necessary for me, 

Brrwhat I said on a fanner occasion, to say 

: regard to my belief of the 

' itics of the gentleman. I have no 

rabt hut he Is a* good a Union man as can be 

wind; but he Imb advanced one argument which 

mint i 'fate, It to this? That some 

lading Republican papers of Missouri U 

tonnd :' invention agreeawith them ; 

■re, we do not do something here to 

how th .ire not agreeing with the Re- 

, ire wilt build up gecc w ionbu by 

I Iwliere the Sacred Book in some 

•asagr says, Do yon believe there is one God? 

Too do. Very well ; the devil* also believe and 

this argument is worth any- 

king, because the devils believe In a God, we 

i-i no fiod— licenuse flic 

i arty art" to-day for the Union wc 

nn-t ne^ds be against it. I hope- never to face 

By wire again, if I am not able to say that I am 

■ good a Union man as any Republican in this 

Butty. 

Mr. Tcrser. I wish to ask, Mr. what witl be 
Ihei-nVtof the adoption of this substitute? 

The Chair. It will then occupy the precise 
•Minon ndmetit of the jctitlcmen from 

Day. 

Mr. TtrRKKB. 1 had intended to say nothing 

Until the question should come up on the final 

F by the majority; 

be called upon to decide between the 

"uniti'nte and the amendment, I will state the, 

> which will govern meinvotingfortlicul)- 

"iintc. I regard thai amendment as putting Mis- 

a state of insubordination to the General 

I believe that either as a State, or 

'i "ui i: ipai Ity, we have no h ga] right 

t u ill not furnish men or moi 

anient when it demands it at 
"r hands. It will be sufficient time forns to say 



what we will do when such a contingency does 
IVhen the General tlovcrnment calls upon 
i<- Of Missouri for men and DIO 
It will then be proper for us to determine 
whether wc will submit to the call of the Gov- 
ernment, made in ii legal manner, or set our- 
selves up in insobordi nation. I presume I 
not a fttatb nan upon (all Boor who will contend 
that the General Go wum cat has not the legal 
right to cull u|ion the States for men and money 
under certain coniingcni i'-s. I say, then, that 
when It does call, it will be time enough to deter- 
mine our action, 

I regard tbU as a pestiferous amendment to 
the resolution. The original resolution condemns 
coercion, civil war nnd strife, of any kin 
Hntl tin; secedintr States and the General tiov- 
emraent. 

I would call the particular attention of this 
ronvention to the wording of the amendment. 
No man will deny that the Gereral Government 
has not the legal tight to cull npon Mis*" 
men and money; and I presume no man will have 
the hardihood to contend that th 
States have the -nine legal right. Then, sir, I thiol 
when we say thut we will not fumi-h Don and 
money to the seeding BMtOS, wo are within the 
scope ofiho ObaatftaUani bat I say, furthermore, 
that whenever wed' Ian- m will not fn rni.-b men 
and money to the General Government, we are 
going outside of the Constitution, and trampling 
it under our fee:. BOOM, I leli m, >ji, that- the 
ailoption of the amendment wonld be ealcnlated 
to make secessionist- at the North and ■occasion/ 
IstBtttthc South. In.- tend of bringing to 
the parrs now separated, in feeling and in scn- 
wc mould widen the breach. 

So far as the substitute is concerned, I prefer it 
to the amendment, but do not think it a« good as 
the original resolution. I shall, then fore, after 
having voted for the substitute and against the 
amendment, vote for the original resolui 
ence to the substitute, 

Sir, the terms of this amendment are not con- 
sistent with the position we occupy. [Reads the 
uiinn liucntj Now, according to my 1 lew, wc 
ui<- pait and parcel, and n very imponam ptrfc 
of the General Government ourselvis.aiul we may 
well savf ihal we will not furni-li men and money 
\o make Wak upon OUflsslfBB, Hut when wo arc 
aaand » go farther, and say that we will not 
furnish men and money to the Geaa 
raent tlm t has giien nl protection, and to whom 
we look for protection Had the defense of our 
rights. I say I am not willing to vote for it 
why has not the word waii been rah 
In the amendment ftp coercion? The former is 
plain and explicit, the Ltd 
conMnictions. If the word coerce had but one 
definition, T could udentud it Bat with as 
many definitions and as many significations as 



arc given to ir now by politician*, I say I cannot 
Ml .u»l • TO1 ' ftw 1 1 . . • iikii'iMini'iit. 
1 1; I have- -limvn, Mr I'n.-d lent, ill at we 
do not holl this same I 

Slates (tint wo do to the QsuMll < • 

I : palghf bo projier to say that 

• : them. As it is, 

Mi' President, if the emuifiy. WOOM liag lias pro- 

Mi my infancy to the present time, 

should cull upon mo lor money, if I on nod any, 

nee la my aervicea, and hi Isfbc BtoKi 1, 

will CtuMtfaJfr ^i>C both. 

i to notice one more argument and I am 

| 1'ii'/ gi atleman iVum Clay ha* said that if 

nandmaat m rated down, the men of the 
will My to Mr. Lincoln, don't you see 
Aud the Missouri Convention favors coercion? 
Anil t hoy would use that M BDWgUMBl B3 00- 
ore* i ho mi> oiling '- , 1 > v looking at the 

original retoKBttan, no fab minded mm run come 

B) nu<-h ■ ODBctasJoi) U llmt. In Thai P Snhitiuii il 

jMleuly laid down that we arc opiKiscd to < ocr- 

r civil war, or strife of any kind, between 

the conflicting sections of the country, ami we 

need only adopt it in order Bottud pledged to 
this sentiiueut. and against coercion. 

Tli'- sub-titntc ITU Own put to fOta ami lost. 

Mr liEDD oflcri ' ring lUmndnr nt to 

meadiaant: Amend by ad tiuj to the end, 
i '.to word "Stale," the following words; 
" While any hopo of such adjustment rent 

The amendment to the amendment was j.ut to 
Vote, and lOtt, 

Thequ.' linn tii.'ii recurring on the amid moot 
of Mr. Moss, It wai i-i j Bob ■'! i'v iiiu following 

, . i,l : 

\ii:s.— Bass, Bast, Brown, Cltciinult, I 
OootngOi Crawford, lii.inii'U, Dunn, Freyser, 
Flood, Given*, Oc*fc\ Ihirldn, Mat. her, HIM, 
BOtnflj lb nights. Knott. ICaMOQ, HOM, Norton, 
Kay, Itodd, Sawyer, Sayre, Shocley, Walter, Wat- 
kins, Woodson— 30. 

N'ci ■■-.. — Allen, Rartlett, Birch, Bogy, Breckln- 
Itroadhoac], Bridge. Bush, Calhoun. I 
Douglass, Drake, Foster, Gamble. flatitt, (i ravel 
|y, II ill of Buehannn, Hall of Randolph, B 

mdrieki, BUcboQekjHobnM, Bolt, Hough, 

How, Irwin, Isticll, Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, beeper, Linton, Long, Mannndoke, Murvin. 
MeCturg, McCormack, Bit-Dowel I, MeFerrnn, 
M-v.r, Uorrow, Noell, Orr, Phillips, Ponwroy, 
nankin, Rltchey, Rowland, Beott, Slia,belford of 
1. Shackelford of St. Louis, Smith of Linn, 
Smith of St. Louis, Tindall, Turner, WoolfolU, 
Wright, Vitnbuskirk, Zimmennnn, Mr. Pre#i- 

01. 
Auskitt. — Messrs. Doniphnn, Tit/'ii, Maiipiu, 

vcwart, Welch, and Wilson. 

Stem.— Mr. Pipkin. 



Mr. Bum ii. In explanation of 
this amend iin nt, and an & reason 
main, I shall acquiesce in the report and 
tionsjunt as Ihey -'">■, N I <*ary t 

to the action of the Convention upon the f 
miry institution ofthe eonunitl 
them, to wit: theComiuittecoii Federal tti 
To the rather broad and indefinite ro*o 
which watt offered by 
delegate from St. Louis, (after 
and properly appointed chair n- 
tee) it will lie remembered that I d< 
propriate to offer a substitute, *4l | 
purpose of testing the sense of 0m 
and to go to the committee, in tin nature 
slrttetioiw, aa to th 

t, namely : "To report to tin 
such an exposition and address as tlull p 
denote the riowi aod opiniona 
to the amicuble restoration of the 1 1 
upon siu h adjustments of the past, an 
guarantees tor tho future, as snail t 
nal, permanent and enduring." Upon an 
ment which was offered by the 
(the Attorney General) fortni 

nbttbi 

Convi ntion diri led, with thp e DM 

me — thus Indicating it* deefca, after the 

explanatory debate between tbe il 

.'••. Louis .ui. I mysi If, that the 
not bo instructed according to the spirit ai 
i in.-. Begat 
ire, ji- ilins virtually ded 
respectful defoi the apparent 

the Oonvention, and a becoming respect 
committee which was subseqm 
take tho whole subject into cunsidei 
eoiLstiintt'd my motives lor not ps 
tho debate to amend or alter theb 
whole, therefore, (for the reasons alii 
have found myself inclined to vote for the 
tions of tho committee — albeit I woe 
ten them somewhat differently, as U mai- 
again) Isou^At tu Iiutc them wrlt:-- 
I may perhaps be pardoned fo 
I written them myself, both the report i 
resolutions i-honld have recognised at le 
poMlhilily of a period when even / wi 
willing to fight, as del By spa 

week, but which, notwithstanding the a 1 
I of my colli Dt 

still understand the amendment a* 
ing me not to do. As. th< 

State Is emphatically exi 
»• solution or the committee sg 
ventiorr of any kiniJ; and as t tint an 

is of the committee em' 
the language and spirit of th« 
constituency whom I have th 
nfrtesnat-. and as the succeeding resolt 



o 

iii the event of art not now 

I shall content m such a 

1 
i hm from seeking either to mar 
-y oftbdt report, or the more sati>ia<-- 
try, und rigntftcanrfl of thai . 
KfOTOTOM ni the negative. 
Sspth. This Convention lining 
"i.i consider the gritting relations 
Government or the United States, 
'•rnment of the different States, 

I people of The Bta I 

do nut beUero we ;ire called upon to 
: tn Ha uciion in any eonthv 
i may arise fn future. We are now 
-I HJg] nuj — till! ef- 

curs ago by our 
i m n-s- 
ii recently revin 
"tin on which the two brunch- 
k-mocraey have united at Jefferson 
am unwilling by, any vote of mino, 
»at or any other pledge that may rc- 
Wstonri, under any circum- 
eelsl i lie Government in the perform- 
ident, I 
sslon— I am against coercion; 

EQI8 00 t&Ofe tWO Bul'i' 

•i-l in the first and fifth reso- 
v your Committee, I all I 

ment. 
... As 1 have not engaged in toe 
lelre to make mark* in cx- 

" my vote. I shall vote against the 
tMcanse r favor eocrdon, but 
n unalterably opposed to the dovtrinc 
. The amendment, in my opinion, 
loo by Ihi federal Govern- 
ilint i has iia yet indica- 

tion. It even Invites a 
■url to neutrality, in case It is 
The original resolution will be more 
imii coercion tlimi the amendment, 
j hiding clause: "We therefore car- 
at, aa well the Federal Government 
ing State*, to withhold and stay the 
itary power, and, on no pretense 
he nation the bon 
It, plainly declare that in 
taction the use of military power 
ral Government— nut. under the pre- 
wring the laws *>r "the pretense of" 
We plainly 
.>•, that the Union Is 
i by the sword. But the amend- 
i from Clay wDl, If 
aken HlMOitri'i influence lor good 

■ It will [marker 
■ rli the loyal States, because rteom- 
nttllincation, It wfl] alienate 




(torn her those States that are not loyal be- 
cause in the event of war it commits her to n< u- 

trniity. ICissooui should lift bee voice i 
GOfltfaa and in favor of peace— bat beyond that 
she should not look. If coercion should be. 't 
uiiiprcd— if civil -war should ensue, it \iill be 
lime then, with all the facto In-fore as, (bT Mis- 
souri to take her position. b ,uv thlflqo 
as one of the secrets of the great future, feeling 
that if the issue is ever presented, Missouri « ill 
meet it us she should^thut she will act w i -cly 
and well. She will consult her duty, her 
and interest, and if circumstances shall i 
that her sword shall be drawn from its scabbard, 
I !■ I ...11 ussurcd, sir, ihat she will fearlessly 
Blng it into the scale of justice. 

Mr. Xojjll. I shall vote " No" on this propo- 
silion, not because I am in favor of eix'reion, but 
i think the original reaolatkm profeusble 
in its wording and inHt, lam opposed;, 
don in any manner, shape or form. I hi 
said any thing in the debate which is prog:' 
from the fact that I did not think that I could say 
any thing of important e in odiliiiMi to what has 
been said by other members, I do not think it is 
right to pledge MlasoarJ to any particular course. 
\ believe that the original resolution pledgea the 
Stale so far as necessary, and that this thing will 
work out all right. I third, I alv .y.will 

hi' up )« i d i" i Dan i ,u, and I know that, so far as 
the people of Southwest Missouri are con. 
they are Utterly opposed la i;. 

CONCLUSION OF IMOCEEDINUS. 

Mr. WntcnT. I would move that we adopt 
the first resolution reported by themajoi 
the committee. 

The Chaih. Your motion is to fake ChoM 
resolutions up in their regular order? 

Mr. Wki'.;iit. Yes, sir; and I move that the 
first resolution bo adopted. 

Mr. Gamble. If the gentleman will yield the 
floor, I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. WnifliiT. I will yield the door on condi- 
tio;, ilmt I am entitled to it on the re-assembling 
of the Convention. 

TheCit.uu. That U the understanding. 

Mr. Sidjelbt. I desire the gentlemn^ 
St. Louis to withdraw his motion for oi 
ment. A communication WM made to this Con- 
vention, a day or two ago, by the Directors of the 

:'!;iriiland U Association, 

in? to present to each member a copy of their 
Fifth Annual Report, if acceptable. I ha 
Bolntion the offer, and tendering the 

thanks of this Convention for It. 

Mr. CttAWFono. I believe that It Is get 
the custom not to thank anybody unless there 
has been something to thnnk lor. We arc called 
upon in that resolution to thank (brbOO 
nivc I, and yet I hare not been ante ta tkvvwnw 
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any of those- book* around mc. I think wo 
ritoaM m fa P v before wo undertake 

- a rata of < banks. | Laugher- 1 
I ii.UK. The books are wit h the Secretary, 

distribution. 

Tin- resolution or Mr. Subbur was then 
Adopted. 

Convention thereupon adjourned. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 

8t. Lomi, March 18th, 1801. 
Met at 10 \. M. 
Mi-. pBHUMMrl i" the Cbflir. 
I\ ftH faj ''■■'■ Chaplain, 

Mr. [i.iMiiiivri-c to State tint he had been 
II on last Saturday, and wished to CWOld his 
i favor of tin 1 nm 1 I Mr, Man, 

Air. ITbiobt. Mr. Prtaldcat, the Onri 
tion reported by the majority or the committee 

,i pnMni "iii' rr isnowMqute bum 
t.i impel Missouri to dissolve her aoutaetkni with 
deral Union, bol on |b« contrary • 

labor fur such an adjustment ■■ difllcul- 

iir- ii- nil -inm the peace, as well as the rights 
and equality of all IOC Slates." This resolution, 
Id I - ., -i u-ir, involves a wide and important in- 

I was astonish d to hem from some mem- 

(bjg body, that it was not profitable under 
Tii-ici. to deHlUltlH the nature 
an I character of the Govenim n: and t 

—that all theories touching HwAmilod 
nature or I rUVeciU Beat, are not practical in this 

cy, and that all mind or (renins I : 
thai direction Ilk wiitfl of intellect. Ill thought 
mi. .Mr. I'ii '-i dent, [ should not rise in this body to 
make a«peeeh at all. Baton the contrary, I hold, 
sir, that this resolution laikM such IB inquiry as 
tlcit, :lii'tmi>! licrtinentofallintcrro. 

determine whether we onght to break It 
b II out, unless wo appreciate its nature. 
: military government? Is it a consolidated 
" la it a national government? 
Is it any governmental all? Or is it a thing 
that enn be dissolved at the whim and 
caprice and pleasure of any or the ac- 
tual or supposed parties to It. This birthright of 
an Am i n, what li it, Mr. SY.-idcnt? Is 

it an aetata at all? We— - ir— have been 

proud of it from the first moment Unit we had 
conscious thought on the question of liberty. It 
gratified u In ou youth? And it has been thead- 
mlration of onr manhood. What is thli birth- 
right of an American citizen, not the quesdon of 
yniir right CO live in Missouri a- your horn", or ia 
Virginia ot Tanoesate, but (be right to hold lhal 
aCfterj :ui<t that broader, am! tint large? title, the 



tile to Iw an Am- "re 

comitrj Is BOt the State InwM I hutwfea 

■litfully and proudly claim thai 
stretches to the widest and utmost verge or 
in-iadaxy— bounded by two oceans — ren 
the cold region* of the North, and going Sooth 
die semi-tropical dime. 

Now, sir, the Inquiry is n most p 
Ls it an estate at fill? I fan estate, what 

Is it afee simple? Is it wfcal »■■ b» 
yer* call a free hold or life estate, oi 
of yearn,— long or short? Ot is it a t(? 
« ill ? A possession that we must giro 
to quit, served upon n< by ■ 
Tbeso are all pertinent inquiries, neccssr 
solution of our wisdom or our foil 
or rejecting the rcsolin 
the majorit)- of the Commit:'. 
important that we should 
the nature and character of ow Go*l 
incut, lo lue, as lint v. 

certain t and nature of An 

which wo complain in order to determine 
actual force aud importance upon our 
that it is manifest upon the very face of the i»> 
lutiiiu that the most important and 

■ 
arc To n?c mind and reason at all, in 
inquiry, shall it pass or sbi 

■ rtainlng this view, I shall try 
time ot this body with sonic ■ BOO ths 

■ of oar Government. And lir-t, is it s 
military government? Does Its power I 

Is its force the force < 
!t< strength resident ouly in martini | 
to bo felt in the power an D ■ ? 8b, 

it i- no military government. If it 9 en I *boui! 
no: love it. If it 

have been proud of it. nor 1. It would bare bid, 
no hold apou the affect '.mortem pair 

pie, If It had been n mllil 

m, It is tl 
world, and yet the most riesb 
eminent is n Government who 
Its justice, and It- great!' 

world— it is moral pon 
power, it 5s a power that addresses itself not *> 
the nerves, or flv-rh, or bones and in 
but make* its appeal to the calm, t> 
God-like, lofty, noble qualities with whld 
has been endowed by his Mai 

i consolidated govcrnm 
that. For consolidation itself woul 

-<> as to be d 

and It i> no 1 1 
nicnt. What, then, i- the charact 
ernment? It is a government in whu h '•' 
distinguishing charactci I 

into many hands, so th 
ful nowhere and a blessing • • 
d\SttU»u\tii first to the Ge 
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srce of power, the people of Hum Uni- 

-bat li ■•••-■ hi i 

•hj • under *I at option, c n-.sri i r i rOJrAL- 
koeably, by any one of the panic- that 
I h • ■■: wl these chemists call the or- 

posare Jo the at i: without any 

il action? Can I go to bed one niyht, 

g God, the Father above, for the bLcwings 

: '.'.it my life, 

.'■ prai.se* *ball thank him for the 

ht of an Aniuri' an citizen; shall I sleep the 

■?*p of a freeman, under the idea tliat I am 

ami institution-, of my coun- 

: tli.-ui Ih.i1 which ■ ur- 

. nd in his armed myrmidon*; 

life in Hie morning and 

pm the street and bo told on its eoroetB 
t Onion is dissolved — that I am no longer 

i dtizen 1 Why? Because South 

i luas dissolved it. And if she has not, 

did it— and if any uid were ueeesa- 

• work, Georgia furnished it, and the sup- 

'nl finishing of this destruction was com' 

■itlubors of Mi -.-i-.-ii'in, 

1 Texas. Is tbnt to? I- this a gOYeru- 
Arn I now an American citizen? Who 

itH Is so? or, if it be so, I should 
uid be solvable at 
e «.1ll of another. 

me, ■ -in tho State of Mis' 

b me of my birth-right through the 

a Constitutional power, called the. right of 

n? Can ibe rob me of my right to tight 

anient in her midst, if I think the 

i^ht and rebellion wrong? Can she 

li me the sacred right of revolution , which, 

a dreaded and terrible and sublim- 

tbe earth, under the limitations u hi. h oar 

ancestors and our own fathers have 

i[ion it, is one of the great conservative 

of thi-i earth— the friend of liberty and 

oppressor? I have always known that 

on toi&hl destroy my title of an Amcr- 

but I have always known 

rid of revolution could 

ill Unit until my birthright was 

ition came up to me und said 

/br your liberty und rmt againtt it. 

•*« days and this wild reign, not of terror 

say Of terror— I will drop 

I— hi this will reign of error, 

fl( tti it we dUeuss this question 

, the constitntional right of a State todls- 

is Union. From what sources do those 

■ fir litis proposition derive Che power? — 

Is sa Id that . r who made it were 

dent, sovereign States. Well. Secondly, 



ih it they have | powers to themselves, 

i Irani it, jIm Thirdly, that being s" 
independent States, they can win tbdl 
eignty whenever iliev choose. 8o that, according 
to tins argument, the right of peaceable, i 
tntional eecessjon, springs out of th. 
our Government, out of the character of the pv- 
tics who formed it, and tin- inherent, Ln* 
ami untransferable power of k 
originally belonged to the parties who i 
into this compact 

Now let ns practically test this thing by the 
Constitution itself. I would my » the gentle- 
man from Marion, (Mr. Kc Id,) that his oi 
ly clear and logical mini . Lot! in the 

transcendentfllism of secession mctaj diy i > 

would nk hfan if he thought that when this Gov- 
ernment bought Florida, not tax toe value 
of its sod, not for anything hnt a 
military reason, in order tint (Up 
Government might hold the key to the I 
Mexico— I will u«k him whether, if she ■ 
bar. territorial form, she could take the step she 
has taken? I imagine that the intellect and can- 
dor of the genUetn an would answer no. 
Because, he. would say, she is not a sovereign- 
she is a mere dependency ; her people live by such 
organic acts ns the Government of the ' 
States may think proper to spread out her 1 '■■>•- 
be i- • pigmy now, and there is no such 
thing ns a power resident in her to break up this 
fiiiviTiimcnt — but by and by she will be a giant, 
and when she is clothed with this itnm 
power of sovereignty, why, of course, she may go 
back and occupy the Identical podtioo of Vir- 
ginia on the day that she helped to mik 
(.iovernment, and may resume the inherent powers 
with whi "li she is nou -clothed, and the moment 
she tak'-s her place fully, freely and perf ctly as a 
State in this Union, may then claim it as- an inde- 
pendent and constitutional right to break it up 

I have read the speech which seems to 
furnished tho staple for somcof tho amim 
the Convention, (the speech or Mr. Benjamin, of 
Louisiana,) a speech which I Und cdn 
cast tbronshont this land, and it has fallen with 
in in. r.. ions power on our Capitol and the m li in 
it, and especially those who rule in it. It pays: 
"Rend, Missouriansl and bo prepare- 1 to defend 
your rights by argument ns well as by arms, the 
greatspe.-'-li of Son. J- P- Benjamin." M 
jamln's speech itself is nothing more than a re- 
in- li of old arguments furiibed in the b 
of 1833. 

ri" has not advanced one new idea In that at- 
irument, bul be has revamped tad raw urected 
ideas in favor of this heresy, and spread 
abroad, und they have obtained currency tl 
th.- . -jii-1 -mi. I- . ■■• Ion* of the hour. Bees. 1 ! 
States were sovereign and had reserved i 
ami especially because, as tho gentleman said. 



Dmy delegated power ami did did BOl 

war to alogi- 
. and each Stale itut entered into 
this Union at tli*s very moment or maki'it; it re- 
serve 1 I'> itself ill" l"'« it t<» break it w!i 
thought proper. It I* true Mr. Benjamin say- 
that she has only the right tt> do it in a clear and 
palpable com or violation of the Constit^ 
Mr. Retid. I desire to say that I do not 

• r. B '0 nuin'» portion la, but my position 
is that In- the Ian r of nations, when a compact is 
entered into each Government has the t 
dissolve its connection with that Government 
when that compact is violated by the one | 
that the injured party bus the right to declare the 
compact, in so far la that party is concerned, 

Mr, u'iuiiht. That b pndnb Mr, 

min's po-ition, that by the law of nations aud by 
the hand hi' sovereignly, nod by the fact that 1 1 1 • - 
powers wore delegated and not surrendered, 
te can dissolve her connections irlth the 
Baneral Government at [damn; bat, banj9, 

a State can dissolve the Union by this cxit- 

ii ■ of Eta Oanatittulonal right) and i. nai 

driven to the necessity of revolution in a clear 
and palpable case of violation of the Consticu- 
ii> i. The trouble about that argnraenl I — 
Who Is to jiid.'c whether It is palpable or not. 
When is the power to determine? If a 
State can do it, how do you imp' 
limitation iipmi the power. The logical mind of 
idem in front-Marion must see at a gjance, 
• power CoiiMiiuiionally to secede from 
this Union, under nny limitations— n 

- only from die power that secedes, is* 
power without nny limitations at all. Mr. Benja- 
min in hid speech, quoting lbs provisions of 
our Constitution, ItlUdNB, as my friend 
from Marion did, the word delegated, the 
point upon which the whole tMng bangs, 
according to my friend from Marion. It' 
it had been "jirantcd/' or ' 'I ■<■■ n • iniored ," 
it would bcnbueo different— but it body the 
' of the power. Now Mr. Benjamin 
li.ul to ri ad In the context that whole proposi- 
tion of the Constitution, and it is short, ami I sal 
livii'iii from Marion, or any other gentle- 
man about whose mind lianz the COOWStH 
letter its re.i«on— and I would almost gay deffer- 
entiiilly and respectfully, Utter its pntrioti-m — 1 
ask liis attention to the whole of this provision of 
the Constitution, It reatln " the powers not dele- 
gated bv the Stelae, nor prohibited to the States, 

1 to the Itates tin meelvaa, oc the peo- 

vThal b his error? In the first place 

is a delegated power reserved? A power 

i.tl. Is that reserved? U a prohibited 

reserved? Everyman knows that no re- 

:alci' away a grunted one, and 

St /•<• equally amnifbal that no reservation cantaJtfi 



away a po«' l. S 

i* what? A 

the powe«pro*iMietf to the States. 

and that re 

tibuted in some cases to tic 
in some case* to the people. 

Mr. President, the framera of I 
tion were men who n 
thoughts; they understood the el. 

tment they were maUng, at 
sentence in the fundamental Uw, throws 
of light npon the whole iiutrum 
key by which you unlock alili 
senis the only government on 
distribution of power. In Other f/B 

: on ot the American tniud, bionj 
living action by agi 
leok upon their actional nn 
spontaneous movement of the human a 
do not believe we say the whole truth wi 
say it was the genius of America; El 
found sagacity of our fathers, i 
made that instrument- I believe n» firm 

stand before you this day, lint thej wero 
to it, thai there was a Provid'-nc' 

work, the same Providence 
raised up Washington, and h Mi h 'liicova 

Providence which not only went « 
but sal by in Eo council, ami stilled Uie i 
passion which might rise hi thai body, 
lost pro luce I such a re-ail: us t!, 

ril« people, the 
not the divine right of kiuss — di 
power In the first | 

iu_- to themselves the powers which the* 
grant, bating powers aflinna 

the IV Icral Government— next prouibiiin 

States an 1 ever so di 
make po we i 
where. That is by distributing power ta 

a to make any so» 
held the red luntn in til tIs. 

familiarly about the sovereign 
the sovereign Sate of South Garoll 
crelgn State of Louisiana; thasoreretajl 
of Texas and Florida- Idenyii Tl. 
ing tnbj of ludi d 
sea, nor a band of Bedouins i 
ert, that, in the -■■ 

arenoi more sovereign (baa ""y Ste» 
Union. Mr. Denjumin says — that • I 
i Lis notion 

under whatever form 
pendenco on any foreign power, fa a ■ 
State. Lot mo suppose a case. Thci 

have never written about i 
of government. Tli 
sovereignty i that 1 iwj BIS an 

\ mentt»iVft& tanks of Lu.ru; 
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I— anil tftay an talk abont govern- 
oar own — an! «ra KM the 
ntjr ftrora i!i-rn, and we 
apply It tot want iii batcra 

remnant But kt me ask 
from Mr. R-dd.i and ( 

■ intellect, l 
•■ idi Ijirire powers from above, 
, therefore, I huve more intcrc-t in 
if be were a stranger. Suppose 
arisen up in Europe I g-'veniment con- 
by Vartel, Grotius and I'ulTcndorlT and 
istg of riii.Te IB no , 

tecanae there is no t ach government in 
m.suppose there were one iu Europe and 
power to make war or to conclude 
right u> coin money, nor any anthority 
e commerce. Suppose it could not 
s of marqnc and reprisn', ihut I 
:,y A uil»onsaclor to any court in the 
lid not collect tonnage duties 
e lawful consent of another govern- 
that after obtaining consent it woold 
I Hit proceeds and put them in the 
T that other government. Supiio-c, in 
thai, every citizen in that country, or 
ct, was bound by an outh of allegiance 
i'-nt, a snperior and para- 
UetrfancCj and suppose every one of I 
they could act in thai state, would 
to support thai other government, 
at when a conflict took place bc- 
powera of that other govcra- 
its own, ihat it should 
foreign power. Suppose it was 
,t coul"! not u-e uniform weights 
could not pass any bill of attain- 
Vattcl mi.v i hat was a sovereign na- 
faadependent nation? I judge not,— 

ry Dation I have spoken of in 
•Id, I- "ith tliC nature of 

ate of this Union under the Federal 
Ion. It would be a power in-npable 
I tnlng it- 1 U In ■ confllci wtth aa> 
r*onU she be a sovereign State iu any 
have the ri gh I of international law? 
not, but yet she would have pow- 
t us oa to another govern- 

M I hen- MM n gov. ■ rnment in En- 
uld declare war find ccmcradi 
send ambassadors to a foreign court ; 
nun inoiuy: that could estfib- 
■:nUn: v. lights and measure*, and 
111, that could estahUto 
it would be donbtfn] whether 
lake any other road baring no pov i 
e it were ag< 
power of taxation — that could levy 
ports and axdsei — and Mil; 
umtut iliai could not settle a landed 
of the soil— that i I 




ronld not determine an action 
could not pass any , trail 

WOnld they soy of that government? I um de- 
scribing the I iin>titution of the Unit' 
the Federal GoTtnBBUOA Uh.it would lhc*e 
pubUi bis tay of thai sort of gm eminent 7 They 
■OoMsayihis: Ii is limited in the mt»l impor- 
tant matter* — irlni-.no municipal power mnl DO 
police power. They would say of Rich a g..v. rn> 
in cut: It Li anomalous — it comes up 
to no s\nndord of sovereignty in the 
minds Of publicist*. In the sense uf 
the word the Fedcml Government ilscu i DQ| 
a sovereign government. It is supreme ■ I 
sphere of union, but (hen its "-plica 1 of BOttoO i- 
liiniti'il, and an abstraction upon sovereignty. 
But arc Doom governments less valuable, I 

us Insiriumnis ol pood and pn 
and bulwarks, U-cau-e t-liurn of this sovereignty. 
No, (heir precise value lies in the n-ry ditlkultics 
n. Have we got no sovereignly any- 

iii tki| country, will siiy the gentleman 
from Marion. Strictly speaking, no. Th 
pie :irc the source of power, and the people ill it 
are Ilie govcrnmetit. and arc not an Athenian L)e- 
Of BBobt What can the people do? The 
people of America, the source and 01 
fountain of an eternal living power — what 
can they do? Can they act us ion 
collect taxes or make war — OOBflDda peace 
or pass laws? No, they cannot do Hint. The 

:n people of the Slate ol U 
can change our form of govt i d amis, 

provided llicy take a repuhii< U 
ded they do no: fur; tin- OomtllBtiOD ol tl-e Uni- 
ted States. But, die people i-iinnot ten I 
thty cannot raise-atmies— they cannot nnl 
the source of their power spe. I n ugh n 

legitimate supergtiii 

to perform all its uppioprintu functions in n 
healthy and becoming manner. It BoorJal 
cause sovereignty in thi# sense does n"i taint. U 
is a grand invention of the aj&ettcu mum, 
.calculated to mal.c Liberty in 
Away, then, niih this sentiment of the publi- 

away wiih this doctrine ol 
that springs fiotn the Idea thai I State can 
psanmt Ha lOTeroignty, not only by i 
away a granted power, bOl con go I 
fnithcr, iiial take away a prohibited powir. 
Do you believe the who men who im 
erruiK nr, ever designed to so construct il.e Instru- 
ment ns to I. -ui c to nnj party the [wwci to ■ 111 
solve it at pi ensure. My objenii'i! 
Is not only QiaCitborti oar Govmmcpt. but taja 

still deeprr ll • the BrgtlU" lit I 

below it. I object toil, bonaa ion It 

i !•: I" t". then- i-nt on 

earth. OnrGorera 

right Not! ■ 
led with tho»e dOBtroyin| 



iost ordinary jiartm r-liip be- 
tween mnn and man can not exist upon that 
prim ipl ■.'. I :im 11 lawyer, and an old one— I do 
a good one— bui In my practice, I have 
been called upon very often, and I presume uot as 
often u oilers, to draw up articles of partnership 
ii to engage in business, find I 
never rin-wan article of partnership In my 1 <fe. in 

. :iny two men would acree that tlui 
BflM and partnership should bo dissolved at plea- 
sure or at the will ofany party to it. It is always 
ior a term of years, or It U to be dls- 
ui'on mutual consent— or it is to bo dis- 
for cause specified in the instrument. 
There nre not two men who seek the hyperborean 
Mgkmi nfthe. North in ■ nn-li Of i" Itriea— outsi le 
of clriliiatton, at leant, outride, of flu functions 

performed by judges, she riff's and constables — two 

n in (fee. nUdaiiMaa of (be West would 

.themselves aq to enter Into 

urti'le- of partnership in conducting the fur biisi- 
DBHi without a distinct power, so thnt neither 
one of them should secede at will or pisn> 
nre, or bo that one gentleman who got, the 
most fur and the largest amount of proceeds 
could not take an auspicious moment for 
leaving the concern. I do not understand 
how our Southern brethren at Montgomery •mill 
>i> 1 1 o p a government holding in it this spirit of 
secession. I :im clear that it ought to have pro- 

1 smile on their part just as it is suid that 
there tH DO an Ratam tellers on earth who ev- 
er nut Tacc to face without a smile. 

Do you Ihink, gornkmen who favor this 
i ii. di» yon think when we 
bought from Napoleon Bonnparte this valley 
in "hi-h no live, the noblest, richest, and 
proudest in the world- -not excepting thnt of the 
■IMIOlli (to you think they intended by the 
power of the Constitution that the moment they 
gave Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi ihe 
proportions of a State, that they could wrest from 
this ti> tfl raiment this great outlet and drain of 
the valley. Iloniipnrto knew of this val'ey 
and ana proud of it. lie knew two things— first, 
hn\ii>gto fight all Europe, he bad Dot ferae 
enough to attend to this empire of the valley of 
the Mi--is>ippi. And second, he knew very 
well that the people of ibis nation would never 
permit unj body to occupy it but lie 
nii'Ur these con.- iterations, end fora comp.-iTalivc 
pittance, he yield -d it to this Government— this. 
large empire of the valley of the Mis^ippi. 
Nmv, bow does any ganfMoaii tappoee that the 

of Ihe United Statea, or in the Orst place, 

thnt the Government of the United States, was so 

frame! ns ot the will and pleasure of Loul-iana 

and -\ii--i.'4[ | i jii taken of this 

mat tin- li^lit o( free navigation » hot Id be 

'■. ii, and But m should be eul oil Ham the 

Why, this country was. obtained bc- 



parpo 
human Won 1 won! I 

tary to this stream before that rijht won 
be Barren I t--i. I kno« by o 

friends do urn Smth. who aro taking juri- 
of the Mississippi, that t!i 
let ns have the free navigs: 
sippf. Th-y have very go 
wehavo got a much higher title than* 
can brim* us. Tliey say now that a vei* 
in* up the Mississippi river, with freij; 
Europe or elsewhere, mast stop ai 
bonds, and that within y of l 

Government no freight shall b 

ei nut ii sre may be I 
svmpathy to tali government, I 
however friendly we may tliink thi 
will bft, what patriotic man in Misea 
to concede to any bat the common 
jurisdiction over this stream? It i 
whether they will exercise the power inim 
toward* ns— the question Es whethe 
them the power at all. I do not suppt 
practical gentleman here, whatever maj 
tropical tendencies, will ever consent t 
navigation of tho river shall ever 
upon the most fraternal government thai 
instituted in the South. 

There are other questions thai areinv 
thisdocrrina of secession — than isnTerri 
twecn us and the Kocky Mountain? 
et, occupied by aliens — men, scarcely any* 
have sworn allegiance to the country. Tl 
the depositories of their own poll 
but fortunately now, they cannot sot 
cause they have not grownup into the i 
sovereignty. But being admitted i 
States, then they can iu<t;jnter sect" 
this Switzerland of America coul 
out of oar hands. They won. 
something to say upon the auhjeat It asrj 
was required as to tltelr constitution 
could furnish one; they could bay, di 
that Ihoy desired to live in fraternal as* 
«i h tho people ofthe States— that : 
ral Government of the States, • 
that they were behind the ago, and ihit ' 
not understand the religion ol 
kind— that there are certain 
whii-li tho people in this cooni 
enough lo recognize, except in Den 
cause wo want to live after the mannc 
patriarchs, therefore wo scede. 
nearer home. At Washington tli-r 
iiful and prond structure that 
mnukind, not Only from its collossal an 
tcctural proportion*;, but hflconM n li 
of power In this land; because i 
chives of the naiion an prutctwet' 
because the • 
of our authori;y are them, and amunil * 
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tho earth i I with thelf nm- 

» — the point ai which all treaties arc to 

I; a point at which premies the only 

;of Government which represents her 

>ncr with the nations of the earth. It 

mire in which patriotic genius bus 

t highest achievement and success. It 

where Washington iab— it bears 

and his virtues uro commemorated in 

neat, the stones of which were taken 

St4tc, and which are Inscribed with 

its. Millions of money havo 

: at this central point of our repub- 

; but it is wiihiu tho limits of whut 

■ sovereign State of Maryland. Can 

id Legislature, or a Maryland Con- 

ol ihcse comingsmnmer days, sit 

wrtrc np»n a piece of parchment these 

We resume the sovereign power— not 

ii' wo delegated, but such as wo pro- 

ivea— we" resume these powers 

of the inherent sovereignty which 

ged 10 ns, and nusv, by right of emi- 

ain we will take thin ten miles square, 

i Washington Monument and 

Df ilii 1 Republic; we will take them 

ht of eminent domain, just ua South 

i . tu take Fort Sumter in tho bay of 

V. ho It ttMre hen-, rtilb that [Imp I 

the wonderful 8igu,iry of the pro- 

i 11 ubo made our lawn; who, in this 

i, or in this hall, that would say that 

it of government which our fathers 

was by such alliance as thai 

rul us together. Mr. Pn 

will not do, it is so dostrui 

my Idea of government, thui it 
scrutiny und g.lzcof reason. 
its emblem. 
dM day toward the Southern skies — 
land which constitutes onr 
as, and I saw a banner floating 
I am Dot skilled in berhvdry uml I 
ake the fign, but aa it first roso it pro- 
dim and melancholy star, Ml in 
presenting I suppose a lost polit- 
ciiug through space. A young 
■cent moon was by her side, appropri- 
cd from our planetary system as the 
hie of all representatives known to it. 
J Asa'>llitc to signify the vissihiiudcs 
t attend its career. The sari spectacle. 
with the appropriate emblem of the 
ifog the tj'iliulaiion and the sorrow 
' its going. I could not furor 
mi' r. 
n frrntora from ber monntnln hlglil 
r .Uiulnrd loilic Blr, 
i i l,i, 
Ian of glory there, 
1 wild IK, k'QiWOlMillcs, 
milky ,lr no of the ikJw, 
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Anil striped In iiara, ok'llal wl,lt, , 
Willi •tn-aklng».-rtlii> iitomlny Hgbt. * 

Then from hit roaniiloii In tho >kles, 
Slic called tier entile bi-arer duwa. 

And gave Into Ills mighty band 
The symbol of Iier ehowa latiil." [Applam* .] 

The C it a ik, I will clear the lobby if there is 
anymore cheering. If you desire to hear the 
speaking you mast beip 

Mr. Wkioht. Mr. President, I have snld 
enough at least, to show my views in regard to 
the character of our Government. Now, sir, be- 
fore we break it up, let us see what this Govern- 
ment has done. I do uot ask you to pause and 
consult your heart and the feelings and 
sentiments which actuate you; I won't ask 
you to worship It at a thing to be ven 
I wou't ask yon to love it simply because it 
is an inheritance transmitted to you by tho 
Fathers, bnt 1 will try it by the standard, the 
■ no and the achievements of men. I * i I 
try it by the work it his done in tho world; I will 
try it by what it has accomplished, and see 
whether we should cling to it, see wbcilnv 
there is any cause why wesbould leave It or brant 
It up. 

What has it done ? Eighty-four years ago, or 
a little more, we broke from Great Britain. We 
were then three or four millions strong; the colo- 
nies wore dependent upon the mother govern- 
menr, and the policy of that government was to 
make it, as it is, the workshop of the world, I fun 
to which I shall call your attention some time 
during my remarks. But wo were then cut off 
from all invention in machinery, and from any of 
thoso developments of mind which have since 
characterized it. 

There was not an engineer in America when 
Fitch invented the steamboat. He had to use tbc 
common blacksmiths of the country to t 
his conceptions; and ton or fifteen years later, 
when Fulton made his successful experiment, In 
had to get his boilers from England, and n por- 
tion of the machinery was made there also. Itui 
alter Wt were emancipated from the thraldom of 
tho British crown, in less than ten yeurs after our 
Declaration of Independence, the first steamboat 
of the world flouted on the waters of the Dela- 
ware, in the presence of the assembled Governor 
and people. Since that, look at wlint marvels 
we have accomplished. In the field of invention 
we have run past all nations of the earth' 
and such nit n us Cobden, the great 00X0* 
moncr of England, who has bec; 
during his parliamentary Ufa to get the statesmen 
of England to follow iho model of ibis country, 
faid when ho came here — or rather the C '"- 
missioncrs were sect by the Government of Eng- 
land, lo look at the Crjsml Palace, and at tho 
genins and the inventions of the kfl 
mind — when these Commissioners t/enl back lo 
England, Mr. Cobdcu communicatee with them. 



.'in<! In- layi nt the: Lve.'-um nr [JnHlHttl 

1ml wants to keep up in this raca with 
'tintry, jvbich only a few years ago 
broke from tins GRim BIBd encour- 

■go ft school for Inventive genius. 3 1 •- tell* them 
tlial Bagiftgd n ope this Inventive 

gnltts ii u hind in the race In 

idon with bet offspring, foe \"img giant 
of the Wan. If the people »l' that country want 
to get a lurk or ft left, ih-y hurc to come to 
America i\>r it : if they want to reap nnvthin.L' 
in h h»rvest, some man in Am furnish 

the machine; If they want a vessel th : 

thfl KU anil more triumphant out the 
deep, they have to gal tin h ideas from the naval 
■ernrc of America. I remember when a 
l>o>" my young heart iVlr fluttered, not with pride, 
hut with shame when I mad the Inquiry of Dar- 
win " Who reads an American book?" Since 
thftl time historians by the tiumb.T ri J e and lake 
th'ir places with the standard authors of th 1 ' world. 
By the utile of Gibbon, Hume and Itobinsnn and 
the later historian* come Bancroft and Preseott, 

■ Man that takes a place in the class ie gal- 
axy of the world. Tho funns of sculptured beau- 
ty ilmi nave i ■ipnn: to ns from the chisels of the 
old i .recks are now almost rivalled by one whom 
America sends to the land of art*. Educational 
institutions, freedom, Christianity and piety in 
ftaas have advanced in this country be- 
yond the progress of any nation en the fa'eof 
tho earth within the period of time that has 
made us a nation. Our law makers are read ns 
: iie world over on questions of nation- 
Hi law, and the disquisitions of oar statesmen 
havu a place side bv-ide with the most celebrated 
publicists of the word. In every department of 
human progress, in all that belongs to us as 
an eminently christianized, nnd civil people, we 
o people in Qu world. This has been 
tin' work of but a few years ; but in this nice of 
national progress, we baveachicved wonders and 
marvels that attract the attention of all mankind. 
There is not a man in the world who wears a glit- 
tering diadem on his brow that has n 
looking Bl the progress of America with a -cnti- 
mentof awe, and there arc no people on this 

. down-trodden and oppressed as they may 
be, who have not turned their eyes towards 
America — ns. a Mn-slemnn turns his fare towards 
Mecca— with aapiratiou in their hearts, that if 
they cannot come here and live under the broad 
> this Government, their children shall do 
it. And better still, hy-nnd-by, under tho 
moral iaihi oca of the institutions of America, 
their own unhappy cod n try may at last iriae 
ftbpve oppression, and secure to their poatBT 
i v the liberties which wo hero enjoy. Every 
man in fata country who is tinder the benign ami 
prutrciing influence of our Government has been 
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Inborn. Tho low i. 
labor. iQ iir.linary end extraordinary fo 
have their labors secured to them by the 
meat in which we live. If the mind i- 
with ambition for the.' highest walks of I 
humble in ■■ . uro in all ii 

do; and even-where the artisan, the far 
lawyer, the merchant, the mannfaotarer- 
feel alike, and share alike, the 
of this liovet ci tin nt, ;o that now. 
step and higher and higher, i 
got upon the topmost A 1 : 
and while she stands there the WO! I 
awe and admiration. And the qtu 
hoar is, shall she, after having rear 

and got upon the sum 
ed there Ion:; enough to scour- the admi 
the world— shall she thtu (ling bar 
(rom the summit? That is the qncatio 
hour, and it is a question for this • 
tin- people of America tj ■ 
disaster shall come— if this stupendous 
■ h >il tic committed, it will be ihegrvatet 
world has ever witnessed. And | 
new poet of the Fall will ntter the shrh 
manity as she makes the downward ] 
and that from the abyss, the cry of sgt 
come — " in the lowest deep— a Lown i 

□S to devour me.'' 
I believe we have tie 
of suicide. We should dis 
of ourselves and of our children and of 
ty. Wo have no right to break down « 

in popular government. Look at 
of the red shirt In Italy — Gurribal 
happy, glorious CarribaldiJ What ma 
opinions of such a heart as his wh 
news from A A ill not he say in 

blc and unostentatious home, "1 
struggle then? Why shall the Pt> run l 
rich blood when after all the 
go back into tho embrace of milil 
and monarchy? If Afl ltd an 

how can lely hope to do so? With end 
with such men, with such ancefta 
government like that— if Am. 
on and keep up her institutions, why fa 
powers be exerted to make a government 
sort on the beautiful plains of Ital 
no risbt thus to be tho friend 
wc are warring against. For this saer 
did Washington rise— for this holy purpt 
these institutions built! And inert when 
less to their trust cannot escape I 
and contempt wbii h v. ill be - 

Mr. President, I, for one, shall ' 
hand in this national 
false to my country, fkls- 
false to my allegiance. Now let me i 
resolution. 





'JBuofred, That at present there it no adequate 

BM (O impel Mis-onri to dissolve Iht coiui'c- 
m with iln' General Government; but, on the 
mtrary, Ac will latior for such an adjustment of 
usting tn •uMe*. as will secure pence as well us 
« rights and equality or nil the States." 
There is no adequate cause, says the resolution ; 
giant It. Bnt still we have n cause to Complain. 
here must be some cause, real or imaginary, to 
We produced the effect* which we now visible 

ogh these States. Such public dl-i«n I' r.- 
K» nevrr presented thcnisi h Wt 

we had critical period* before, bnt no trouble 
fee the present, and one of the greatest difncul- 
m about these troubles is their intangibility or 
Under . tJur sentiment of honor 1* assailed; 
■r rights are invaded ; not by law, but by dc- 
ered purposes, and our eqnality is prnctf- 
lOy denied. Our sentiments of honor ore wouud- 
|; our sensibilities are liBrt, and there are dog- 
la* and constitutional propositions rifb in the 
ad, which, it ripened into action would materi- 
|jt disturb us. The main cause, but not tht only 
tase is this African question. That African ques- 

T, lias been exasperated, and intensified 
r other considerations which are not glanced at, 
[rept very incidentally in the report, and they 
W* not been illustrated by any mem! » 
is arisen on this floor. The agitation of tab 
loestionisthc most prominent cause of 
tr public disorders; but behind that and eo- 
Wrating with it is another cause, and that Is 
e party ipirit in this land; and that has arisen 
a of the immense patronage at the Federal 
•d— a fruitful source of corruption, dividing and 
Istroying the Independence of otir public men, 
id getting np a condition in political organtea- 
|vu which wilt seize, in all quarters, North and 
mo, every element of fanaticism which may 
valuable as a political power in the political 
edition ' >f the day. We know enough of party 
song us— we need not go out of the 
ate of Missouri to be assured of thai 

i.it parties, especially in times of 
nt. will avail themselves of ev- 
in&ble element around them— whether 
or anything else— party will avail it- 
everything around it that can be converted 
feo political capital. What is the result? One 
Ctlon of the country will be arrayed against the 
her, so that there is a positive emulation in par- 
ti In this country, and has been for twenty-flvu 
»n, nn>! between political Organizations In this 
Wntry, to sec who can be most successful in con- 
oLin^ that clement which will enable men to 
«mt up those steeps that statesmen climb. 

.r propose to go Into the anti-slavery agrto- 

8 some views in regard to the qucs- 

which, not having been submitted by others, 

111 endeavor to present. It is sal I by tho Abo- 

• >( the North, that slavery is not only a 



cin, bnt it is a crime— that it is the sum and sub- 
stance of all other crimes in the decalogue. I 
arc men who have representative! in such char- 
acter* OS Phillip- »n 1 r.iirvi-on. Tli. > 
stitution of the United State* is a covenan 
hell, and that there is no provision irj it whi'-h re- 
cognizes the relation of master and stave — that it 
is atrahut the Divine law. nnd therefore they ore 
for the destruction of our present Constitution. 
The Republican party of the North any. we Btand 
between yon and the Abolitionists; «e rise up us 
an intermediate party; we do not claim toiiiiencre 
with slavery in the States . The Abolitioni- 1 ay 
it is a crime everywhere, that it is the at 
the age — iliac It Is a human iniquity ci' ry- 
where, and it must be destroyed. Tho Repub- 
lican party say no, we will not touch it tn the 
States; we have nothing to do with it in tho 
States, It is surrounded by constitutional 
guarantees in the States, and more than that, 
wo have that provision which makes theFngi' 
live Slave Law obligatory upon every man; but 
in regard to slavery In tho Territories, they soy 

mot be. Why? Now, just hero «n lind 
the Abolitionists and tho radical Hopubb.-ans 

The Republican does not say the Conatf- 
riitinii of tli"' finite"! States Is a covenant with 
hell and against the divine low. He does jot 
think that tho institutions of tho South are ab- 
solutely wicked, but when they come to the argu- 
BMBt "by It shall not go into the Tcrritori 
they take up tho line of argument fit mi -V 
the Abolitionists, and they say it is a curse nnd a 
bio*, upon the country. Take the view that was 
given by Senator Baker— and T was sorry to see 
it, for he is my friend — because I looked upon 
that man as possessed of genius, and loot:! to 
his future rise — take his view as given in the 
Senate of the United States, and bo says it 
Is a block spot upon America. So when you 
come to argue with the Republicans why slavery 
should not be extended there, they tak" up the 
position of the Abolitionists, and declare it i- im- 
moral, a blight, a curse and a black spot on our 
institutions, und, although we won't troub: 
attempt to wipe it out within tho boundaries of 
the States, it shall not extend beyond the bound- 
aries. Well, now, In tho best and most fraternal 
spirit, under the promptings of fraternal i 
under a state of mind which will cnubla me to 
pardon much whore I see it associated with 
patriotism — In a fraternal spirit I would say to 
the people of the North, I will be const-ion- of 
your virtues and a very little blind to your fnnlts, 
and inthat.-pirit let me suggest to yon some i 
impropr You do not deny 

that Che relation of master and slave I* recog- 
i institution. You say it is a consti- 
tutional right that the master should tnko back 
his fugitive from service. Now, if we were 
founding a government this day, wo should have 




African among u* and tlic 
Indian— we should have to ilt 'ter- 
mine among ourselves what (if any) par 1 
Eights should be uuufaiud on the Mark man, in 

mhtitionof power in llie goMWm 
wo were going to make, In The formation of this 
government yon could, if you thought BO, take 
the ground that the relation of master and 
slave is void. But when living under the 

ntjon of the Un'tod States, supporting 
the OoaMtcntiaa itself — that ttott 
charter liy which all our actions must be 
measured — tell me what right you hare to say 
that slavery is a sin? Tell me what right yon 
have to say that slavery is immoral I Tell me by 
what right you say it is a curse? Tell me by 
what right yon fay, as a member of ihe Ameri- 
can Confederacy, ft Supporter of the (Ammunition 
of the United States— what right have yon to 
say it is a blark spot on our institutions ? W hat- 
ever is constitutional mwt bo right. The politi- 
cal rU hi of government Is not a system oi ethics- 
it is not a code of moral*— nor is it an elabora- 
tion upon thu virtues, and charities, and benevo- 
lence of the human soul. Of all practical things in 
tlio world government is line most practical. The 
Constitution of the United States ll not an essay 
upon the rights of man ; it is not an essay upon 
ethical doctrine, but it is practically laying down 
aBove.mme.nt which is designed to secure the 
rights of every man and every citizen. Of all prac- 
tical things in this world, I repeat, government h 
the most practical. It is nothing more than an ac- 
tual scheme by which the greatest benefit is to be 
brought about to the greatest number of people. 
Tii • < hje-ct «s to secure certain rights — life, lib- 
erty and property. If you want any other sort of 
government you have to go to the Utopian 
dreams of Plato. You might find in the Consti- 
tution which John Locke pualei his understand- 
ing over— you might And some Utopian scheme 
in regard to government. But the men who 
framed our Constitution were not Plato* nor 
Lockcs. They were practical, sensible gcntlo- 
tlemeu, and knew well how to sacrifieo a theory 
and make out of it some practical irood. Don't 
you see, if you say slavery is a tin, that you 
charge that document itself with being a corrupt 
and immoral document? If slavery be a sin and 
recognised by the Conntitution. the Constitution 
itself is a sinful and immoral document. Do you 
mean that, or have* you only availed yourself ofit 
in party strife, that you might fire thu fiuiiui.-i.~m 
around you, and beat the Democracy, and elevate 
yourselves r If you take that ground, yon cannot 
do it without imputing immorality to the instru- 
ment which come from ourfuihers, an everlasting 
work, I trust— you impute to them dis- 
honor—you say within itself it is corrupt. 
I do not know what you think of it 
on careful reflection, but it seems to mc 



you must lose in some degre 
the button by your a 

you impute to it the character of an 
and sinful .Imumcnt. Such an argu 
offensive. It is an assumption of su 
yOD have no right to claim, 'i 
more learned than Ihe fraraers of the 
in i"n, i'li! you impute to them ne. 
dishonor, and you offend our private ( 
and you wound our Mlfteipeei in doi 
I was uttering just rack* words as these. 
Black Republican, and especially showing 
ciplcs by hauling against Lincoln i 
canvass,) in the Military Garden of Ne 
when a gentleman in the crowd said: "I 
seem to be a fair man, and you tell me 
ritorial question is only important in one 
and that is that the dogma or BepaB 
makes It offensive. Sir, I am a candid i 
I think you are so, and I would lil. 
tell me how I have been offensive in 
slavery prohibited in ihe temtori'-. I 
mean to do anything offensive. I like rl 
of the South, and I respect them." 
plied, " I think it is offensive. Do 
practically that there are fifteen slave Sta 
you will have no more such; 
such as have slavery, but yon will not b 
more such. You say practically in regal 
common territory— yon saypra< :i 
to the Government, that the people can 
just as well as we can ; bat you say whe 
South comes to the territory he ni' 
in quarantine until he rids himself of a dis 
gets cured of a block plague, and then he 
in fimj not before. Now, sir. that Uoff 
Said the man in reply, " 1 believe ll 
you eandi lly. I never looked at it in tin 
before; I looked upon it as a political i 
mem— a mere question of political ecoaa 
cording to ray views, it being tx-rrer I 
South should have no slaves in tl > 
thought I was exercising n power to 
of that people. I thought I was takingfrc 
a burden to their intelligence and safe o 
That is precisely the position the Republic, 
occupy, or numbers of them now in to 
crisis of this country. Where is the cons 
Republican that won't say: " Well, I a 
calling my sister hard names ; I won't t» 
time the family meet, that there 
that is def wined— she has got a canoa 
heart, she has got a plague spot; tV; 
tcrly to pay it, and no man ought to say 
lo res the Union, no man can say it n i 
the sensibilities and wounding the honor < 
who have their institutions among them 
ought not to say it out of respect v \ 
for they were respectable gentlemen and 
cal, and they dealt with it in a way every 
lienn in this laud ought to admire, and 




law i gendered by these party con- 
kred »K'I Intoned by moans of the 
minted -.it Hie IV lend head— that ll 
_' the power of (his Gov- 
ts ih.it which makes defalcation an 
the land. It is that which almost 
i&n from having the moral courage, 
i, 10 declare the Independ- 
••i convictions of his own mind, lest 
ilngo between him and some parry. 
rumtnt lives, it must be through tho 
i if those who 
our laws, and especially to make otir 

onr fathers treat this question of 

came to form tiio Constltu- 

they had fought in partnership? 

• termine in council, whether 

re together under It upon such prin- 

mld accomplish the general objeet 

f the perpetual blessing of self-gor- 

low, they were men who differed es- 

uiany res peels. The pilgrim wan 

it from the cavalier; the Huguenot 

ITcTent from i-ui-li, nnd the Germans 

r race. They had various notions 

't practically, but abstractly, upon the 

tion. But when they weal practically 

uilrl up tlif Government, What iliil 

.■:■ ii r- 1 thing they saw was the red man, 
.us and troublesome to our ancestors. 

of Iheli descendants is that of the 
for we hare cfToctually disposed of 

and ho is In the course of ultimate 

But the first question which come 
.hers, was, wlwt shall we do with the 
Will, that depends practically, says 
n, "upon what sort of a man h< 1- : 
can confer upon him any powers ; 
atonists, or theorists now, because 
; to build a Government— lay the 
of power and distribute it, and de- 
utd define them; nnd what shall bo 

thy Indian? lie is a human being, 

the humanitarian, and with- 

c of the Declaration of Iudcpcn- 

inse he was created, nnd the 

what shall we do with him. He is 

h.irburiiui, wild and untamed; he 
jrk ond we cannot civil ize him; 
rnable to all influences of eivilizri- 
re make him President or Vice Fresi- 
e to any office — to a seat In thu Cabi- 
snate, or a member of Congress, or 
lI Assembly, or a Justice of tho 
ve him the right of suffrage. You 
uiilil not say it without stultifying 
•they would cease to 1 c tho men of 
on if they had uttered such doctrine, 
d we will endeavor to repress these 
e* which take the shape of larceny, 






and that at cr pome Which takes the shape of 
revenge, and wo will not give Uim power, Imi IN 
will treat htm with tho iu?nn-t kindnos, and let 
him --.jug bis death songs, und let him go to bis 
happy hunting ground in peace. 1 lining dis- 
posed of them, they turn to the black 
man, nnd the question arose, what place 
shall ho have? What is he? Ht 
savage, a barbarian, brought by I'.irtugal from 
the shores of Africa, where Ml eoadlUOli 
no i iiilly barbarous, lie whs brought from his 
country piratically, nnd put upon this countr y by 
the mother government. He is a little different 
from the Indian in one respect; be can he made 
to wott, especiutly in a warm climate, and be- 
cause he will work, therefore lie Is m ■<•• ■--ibie to 
i i\ ili/iitiiin (ad Christianity — they will greatly 
operate on his moral and physical nature. We 
cannot turn him loose, bat wo must make the 
best use we can ; we must make him IBbJDCI to u, 
inferior will; and bis nature is such that he must 
be subject to ■ superior will, ami one of the most 
remarkable things is that bu lives only by 
subjection nnd the will of a superior 
race. If left to himself he can ncrompllsh 
no result; he goes down in the descending scale of 
deterioration. 15ut under the superior will of a 
betterrace he can bo taught the beti' i 
zation. As I shall attempt to show you in the 
concluding portion of my remarks his place in 
tho world is a most important one. Our fathers, 
therefore, as wise men, did not trust tho Govern- 
ment in incompetent hands; and, therefore, « ben 
:: i to was excluded from participation in the 
affairs of government, ho was excluded upon the 
same principle thai wo exclude the insane from par- 
ticipation in political affairs. Itresis upon t lie 
ground that society has the right, in building n gov- 
ernment for its own protcction.toexeludo from par- 
ticipation in its owe power those who are incom- 
petent to use that power for the general good. 
It is upon that ground, perhaps unwisely, I hut we 
have excluded tho better part ol creation from 
participation in political power. It may be a mis- 
take, but woman has so many high and great 
duties to perform in her sphere, and so necessary 
is her influence in another direction, that instead 
of giving her political power, our fathers said, 
women shall govern the nursery of statesmen. 
You shall govern the family household. You 
shall train up your children so that when they 
come to manhood, they will save the State. Now, 
have such exigencies arisen as to authorize us to 
depart from the plan of action which our fathers 
marked ont. Now, I ask myRepublie.m friends, 
what are you going to do with the Africnn. You 
leave the African where be is. You only say 
he ought not to go west of the Mississippi. 
You yourselves do not propose to admit him to 
any participation to the political power of this 
land. 



Mr. Pi I .iin not here to-duy to defend 

Ihc institution id »l:iii:ry. Tliirv is onl. 

'U earth In which I will condescend to to- 

: , anil iliat is a tribunal outside <>l Hie Uni- 

h I should ever meet the | 

Russia, DC QM Lmperor of Austria, or the King 

i.f VTuttfe, 41111I ihey were to talk about the blot 

ami curse of slavery iip.m American in-iituri, .n- . 

iiimune with their majesties. 

But before 1 entered into an argument I wuuM 

ir, Rmperorand Kin;;, hold up your bonds. 
It their majesties did It, I would -ay they 

with Wood— tbey aiv w«t with the blood of 
crushed und ararffiedF lof mar- 

tyrs — v. hite jieople — is on your hands; and now, 
a, you may take down your hands, but 
Csar and Emperor still hold your* up. And now 
I see nj»m >uur garments precious Mood 
jn">re]' .'I— the blood of ]luu|;itrv, (lie 

white people also. And if not a lady, I would 
NftoQwa Victoria, idtlmugh she Is a pood 
woman, and a woman of kind feeling, I would 
.•ay t.i bar, thai blood of inland ■- on your hand 
woman a> you an-. Anil now younnaje*ties,why 
is it Unit you u-o your power— your standing ar- 
mies—why la it that you will crash out of white 
BH n every aspiration that bums instinctiv. lv nu- 

mill yet go upon a enisndc against Afri- 
can slavery. I would like to a.-k yonr majesties 
this question : am yon not in favor of the contin- 
ued savage is in of the African, because you are 
not afraid of him; the African cannot hurt your 
ins, but the white man may. 
Mr, ITesiilent, as you perceive, I have already 
said enough to show tbnt our Southern friends 
an wrong. They have left us, have abandoned 
the strong holds of government, aud left u.s stogie 
hatided to rlpht the battles. Now let Missouri do 
the work of the seceding States. Let us stand 11 rm 
in these stronsr holds, buildcd by our fathers for 

such 11 crisis u this- 

lu your leave, Mr. President, I will read a prac- 
tical document which boa just como from Arkan- 
sas, It U a letter addressed by a committee of 
I'ni iii men, delegates in the Convention now in 
session at Little Kocfe. It is addressed to Sample 
Orr and myself, and is as follows : 

Uttlx Bock. Ark., March 9, 1801. 
titan. Sample OttikuII'. If'rirjhl • 

Getttlkmeb: We, tbc undersigned, hnve been ap- 
pointed a committee, on the part of the Union Dcle- 
gateain the State Otoataaltea now convened at thl* 
place, to correspond with yon. In order that wo may 
under-Cond, sustain and co-operate with each other, 
aa we arc rnuluidly Interested In the great efforts now 
being made to preserve on honorable terms, if possi- 
ble, "our ConMitutlonid right* In the Union." 

We stand in oar Convention u llrm. unwavering 
Union phalanx of f'*iy to thirty-four SecessioDisls ; 
but we cannot -talid alone. Our eye* turn anxiously 
to the position taken hy the liorder State«; and al- 
titoogh Arkansas was not expected to take a conser- 



vative stand, permit na to aatnre yon t> I 

Hate to cart on riot with thi ..ad uwi 

tln-rn In protecting our rights and our sacred 
w- iii.niiiipfs, s* border State*, an- mutuall 
Ing with great interest to the position. of our 
tlve Convention*, as the action of i-aeh wc 
more or teas Influenced by that of the other 
tbey he known. 

We send you this (by mail, as ilieteicgr»| 
treacherous) that you may know emt 
would Ik pleased to learn yours iu return at a 
day. It appears to pc the unanimous desire a 
the Union friends hen- flint a National Coovet 
c.i I led. 

« uliin.-nla of the highest regard wesu 

onif elves, V.-ui - M-snta, 

▲. W. DDNI 

H.T. rBoXAe 

J. STILWEIX 

I look the lib- ; a cart* Wancht 

Mr. Orr, to write back the greeting 

ii of Missouri to Arkansas, and ex] 
pleasure and delight nt the r 
communication from them, and to assure . 
sa* that she Should not stand alone in tin- gn 
noble strangle, but that by her the E 
sou rt will also stand, rallying 
be the border slave States of (he Y 
not to suffer (U honor, not to -uiimitto d« 
tlon, because these words are not imi 
men und men born under such a liorrrntn 
this, and reared under institutions It 
our ancestors. Who but a 
would submit to deir: id dial 

But this question is what? Is it honor i 
rcdntion ? Some may cou»i Fpr iha r 
which another would feel it to be tbc pi 
aa and sentiment of bis life. I hi-.. 
took to sny, and perhaps I hud not the au 
to do so, but T did not put it in rhc ; 
Missouri would declare in Conn 
there was now no adequate cau- 
tion—but that on the contrary 'hen| 
strong reasons why we should i 
Union and adjust our difficulties thiouirli 
Btnunt'niality of the great means fund die 
our ancestors; thin we were opposed to se 
either in theory or practice; thai we 
opposed to coercion, and tbnt wc . 
authority at Washington and seceding Shj 
forbear— to stay the arm of military 
that we would call, likewise, a 
(.'■invention as the only legal and nurhnj 
mode of effecting permaneat adjuMtnenl 
lin'ieiiliies; and I likewise thought it pi 
that If Virginia i-alted a Convention of fl 
dcr States, Missouri would send deJcg 
appear in that body, and that tin 
attached to the Union, hoi 
the Government, wc would take 
our power, and especially tin 
Constitution for the correction of w 
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like wise luu king to an adjustment, we 

i the Idea lint we iini-t 

1 1 lie Union. 

■ in tlii' mis- 

f Mr. Wiir n i Mr. \V, itrltt gi 
Convention adjourned audi 3 o*i lo 

11- I I.IIMJIIS HUSSION, 

■Btlon re-as- 3 o'clock. 

ii m ii i. Kr. l 'resident: since the nd- 
ii, I have ascertained from a personal 
nd one of my colleagues, whom 1 respect 
•ad whom I deem to b<- a patriot — a Re- 
member of this Convention— that he 
lljr misconceived me in i-ttxae of my otter- 
the morning speech, and as others may 
seoarelvod me likewise, I deem it entirely 
hat I should set myself right before this 
Dun in regurd to ihc positions I actually 
Mv colleague thought that I ot- 
Ri-pnbllVaii parly tin: design in 
io di-iribute political power to 
mi. an 'I t'> give him a pal 

■ •• of political power, either 
as qualified for oilier afflces which 
i in the States. I must have 
esaion to have au- 
■ urh a construction as that; for It 

ii'! the line of tnj argument to 

Republican party had no snch de- 

ill. Ou ibe contr. tence of any 

•heir part 1 nwd as n eirenmstanee 

it ■■. did mil ' rith our fath- 

mI use they made of the rod man 

black man. I acquit nm.it cheerfully the 

an mm "' *oy kkI design, I do 

■ re iiny inch design, and T go 

■r to say, that I ilu not believe that 

body of the Republican party did really 

to insult and wound the honor of 

hern people, I cannot hut make a just 

intioii between the Abolitionists who are 

ted by such men as Wendell Phillip? and 

arrison, ami the great body of the K - 

party. I do not believe thin the Repub- 

rty design deliberately to wound the lion- 

eir brethren South, and this belief is one 

i •■:■- \vh> T haw; no I'.-ar WBJMVCr, !li..t 

make on adjustment with our BepubJtaui 

at the North, -which shall be peri 

ory to all the border States of rba Dnicmj 

HI make such an adjustment n ith 

er States, our Southern brethren will be 

[COM, if they ill i not eomc bark in- 

ilioodof these States. 

bo adjournment, likewise, I have had tho 

of a conversation witb my very IntolM- 

i'ii'1 from Marlon, and I find 

r* Jiro still some lingering errors in Ml 

kick I would like him to get rid of, because 



lam proud I' I »':i.< proud many 

yean ago when I saw him having the walks of 
private life, and embarking In the profession of 
law. I heard one of bin early efForts.and marked 
him u n mnn who would n'ee in the State, nd 
make a character for himself that would be high- 
ly honorable. And now, with yonr perm 
Mr. President, and the permission of this body. 
i back to moke an effort, humble though 
it may DO, to rid that fine an 1 shot thinking III- 
teller! of the error into which I conceive it has 

Mian. 

I object to secession, not only for the reasons 

that I km id ready urged, but because it is 
theory which, like all theories about government. 
ami everything else, is apt to take the <- 
form of union. Theories that ore purely n' 
arc not hnrl I'u 1, but IOC KCeBaion theory ixhiirt- 
ful, Mr. President, especially in this that it carv 
out, not a revolutionary right, hut a constitution- 
al nnd peaceable right ; and if this Government 
CU b( destroyed by SWesriOQ, there are men who 
would exercise a peaceful, constitntionul right 
ivhn KoaU yet pause a long lime & d I 
would run the hazards of a revolution. Many 
men in the South have been seduced by tin 
theory - to take a position onta-oai tie to their 
country because they thought it only an exercise 
of up tie- Monul right. 

One word more o ■ , and I will leave 

the subject. Ii scums to me that the theory of 
secession is a theory that can bo illustrated by 
Shakspc.in VMoiiiie'lSimk",'' uiiimlitiul made up 
of integral pun.-, susceptible of disintegrfctton, 
and it is said of Bud -unl.e, that when one ap- 
pro;;, hes it, It flings itself to pieces, it become 
• 1, lint it has the capacity to eloM and lie 
itself again. Take the illustration, and lei the 
logical mind of my friend from Marion draw the 
- oncUi>ion. What is it that disintegrates tbi 
snake? It is the will of the entire snake — it is 
not the separate volition of a joint, but it Is the 
will of the etrUrB nninwl ; and If it can be disinte- 
grated bv ih nt will, the same power puts i'i 
together. So that, logically, this power of dj in- 
tegration, this power of separation, this are 
which makes a jointed *nok_ of these Unit 
States, is the will and volition of all, and not tin 
will and volition of the separate parts. 

A^.i'ii, it i- srii'l by the advocates of mi 
that the Government of the United States is an 
agency, created by the States, I hit 
that argument, I trust, by showing rhut they 
made a government whOM powers were not only 
delegated to it, but prohibited in the Bis* 
residuum only was re i -rved. BbI let it be grant- 
ed, for the sake of argument, that the ' I 
meat of the United Stales Is in some sense an 
created by the States. What sort of an 
agent is it? The argument is used only for the 
purpose of reducing, by a simule u.ualv<f&- , vv>\- 
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baastffu] and complex structure— I In-, fcainrea or 
vr&l<4l I ,i cored, timl most ini p-if'-'-flv , 

hi my opening speech, lo explain- la to* relation 
of i principal to an agent, and in order to 

■bow that it is not! 

of a power of attorney on the pan of the States 
to the General Government, with a ran 
power on tlie purt of the Suite- lo destroy iho 
agency at any moment ilicy may ttbl " '■'• 
lint .In!-.' Redd 5s too good a 1 never 
not to know that while generally inu prin- 
cipal who makei the power of attorn' q 
revoke that power, yet whenever the power 
which creates tin* agen 

wffft ff. If is- no longer revocable. So thut UK 
i derive the right or sece* aion by reducing 
uiu < Internment in ita admirable and wonderful 
si rui lure, to the simplicity of apowcrof attorney, 
falls Til this, that the agent they make and speak 
of, baa, by the very terms of tho power of n'tor- 
ney, a large lotenal in the subject matter of the 
power, and that the principal liirn-ch', puts Mnt- 
iW/undcr Umttaturaa and prohibitions, and vests 
lo other parties which ar« beyond k 
nd without the power of hi* revolution. 
I will proceed, as wellas I may with the gener- 
al line of my argument where I left off I was 
•pen-U'igofihe actual ills which disturb as; of 
the causes which create il inquietude, of Chi 
which bring about not harmony but discord, of 
CfcoM effects which disturb the tranquility and 
peace of this nation; and I pointed out some of 
iIhi.i. One of the evQi 5s apprehension of the 

BXerefM Of the power and pnlronage of the 
General Government by the sectional party in 
power, distributing it-: influence through the 
lluna States, by conferring office upon individuals, 
the philosopher of Auburn and 
martyr of Chicago, said in his Madison essay 
during the com paign, that tho people of the 
Niu-ili wanted i'rec speed), free press and free 
mail : imd the people of the South, said he wi-hed 
to nsc tin n in -trii mentalities, through tho patron- 
age of th" General Government, for the purpose 
;ur>>ing t tic institutions of the BoBtlL 
They nld he intends, under that power, 
to disseminate incendiary documents, to 
abuse the liberty of speech by representing 
slavery as a curse, and to secure the 
spread of those doctrines by men in ftfflo STBO 
will hold influence and power, and gradually and 
insensible, in onr very niid-t, then "'ill be apow- 
it will: Instincts at war against us. I do not 
panne upon the strength of that apprehension. I 
■lo not atop to question the propriety, or to de- 
bate the propriety, of breaking up a government 
such as we have upon an apprehension likntliat; 
hut, Mr. Preatdent, pan perceive that, underlying 
1 1 very tigilation, there is another evil which 
SRHZWKl it and gives power to it nt every step, 
and thM k the evil that I hinted at In my open- 
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ing— [ mean the immense, power ofpammao 
u'-c u niulated in the head of the General Guvtra- 
ment, which ban increased an ■ rig con- 

tinually, and which ought to h 
independent of Ihe rcns< 
wonld prompt us to rely upon Hie agency of a 
General Convention to fund-' .uaraa- 

tees, is the strong, pressing, national ne 
thai this power of patron 1 1 be curbed 

o ■■ or its proportion-. There la n» inan- 

i cason under heaven wh j in 

li<-n, called particularly to adjust the 
slavery issues, that body of statesmen of tlr 
No.-th and of the BODth thoold ii"t lr- engaeoJ 
In an inquiry of possible ana 

which we can cut off at to : Ittai 

all these iimrnmenlalilies which excite our 
apprehension. The Cabinet offleen of BH 
Government may perhaps be left to the ap- 
pointing power of inning 
else slii-nid tie taken from thlsGcncral I 
ment— everything else should be thrown iniooth- 
Itoriea. I suggest it, simply heeanse ihij 
is a thing to be matured, and it ?evm< to me that, 
when nere»sury, the parent source of all power, the 
very power by which heaven can woik its £ 
government— the people — should tak 
into their hands, and effect the reform, 
the proper plan would bi >tc the 

in the States — to I rani Cmijna*- 

sional Districts, ot their Rcpn: in Con- 

gress, determine who shall be the men to fill the 
offices. Every statesman in the country wouM 
sec that this cherished doctrine of State rich 
would be advanced by it; that the General Gov- 
ernment wonld be shorn of a power which can 
used hurt fully against them ; that their an 
and domestic in-titulions would all 1* aforcd 
againsl any possible interference by the Federal 
head. There is another good conseq uem e widen 
would result from it sometimes : In the mud ng» 
of parties, removals from office take place, whir* 
are the consequence of party prejudice. A good 
officer may have his head cut off, in a Pickwick- 
ian sense, by the President and 1 1, who 
has the independence of I hough 1 1" - 
at war wl'h the policy of the Aimini-trarJoe- 
Now, if the Administration do not appoint, there 
is no temptation to the improper excreta uf Iks 
power ot" removal. 

But a word in regard to free speech, free 
ami free mail. We live 

Rod, which enable- every man to speak 
ju-t what lie chooses, print just what he chooses, 
write exactly what he choose*, without 
upon the Government to soy what be shall speak, 
what be shall write, or what he 
Thnt is the glorious freedom of the pn-*«; taat 
is the glorious freedom of speeeb. But *i» 
ever thought that, although a man can sptal 
what b.e chooses and write what ho 






what he chooses, ho i» brapowibh 
eke, and writes, and pi ii 

1 tli e 
made our Constitution did not thin 
these essential guarantees of iiltcrty are 
«d, si »ifh litem goes the re- 

ty for every word we utter, for every 
we write, every word that wo print. I " 
Clean party really do design to make use 
srromcntali.ies of free speech, itml free 
mail. 10 utter feelings antagonistic 
ice, and welfare, and domestic security 
iple Of the slave States, they are guilty 

(and grievous error. They aro evincing 
fraternal spirit. But I do not believe 

any such design, and I am quite sure 
how by their action in this ndjust- 
i the border Statu, that they have no 
pose in view. In an excited political 
e all know enough of party to know 
IK'S to wbieh men will go, and especially 
goniam bo created in the popular mind. 
I wonderful distinction between the phi- 
of Auburn in the canvass, and his 
d the Senate of the United States. Un- 
My ho made the moat of this slavery 
in that canvass. Unquestionably, with 

eloquence, and his mental resources, 
lalleit by the politicians of this country, 
d every chord of the Northern heart that 
ile of a vibration. B tit wh on he comes to 
•eof the United States, and especially 
iccupies the post oC Premier of this Ad- 
on, the whole current oT his thoughts 
is changed. The man who was radical 
mp and in debate, availing himself of 
nailers which had been rura milted at 
a and Bah log with avidity 

igonism brought ont by extreme plat 
he 8outh, when Uv went before the peo- 

t canvass and traversed the Western 
States within the line of free soil, 
ight departure in honor of Blissourl 
ng here no speech, he unqwHonaNg 
elf as a partisan of all the elements 
at were around him, and the blunder* 
See, and the extreme dogmas which 
, on the other side. 

Mil agitation in the South was na- 
followed by organized agitation in 
h, and at last the raging II res of 

na over this country, igniting 
r that was combustible. There 
tot, modest croft, that had no ignilabto 
stilnle material on its bosom, that tried 
it* quiet way in the wrath and tempest 
iind; but it was unheeded, save in 
c State, Virginia; save in the State of 
', bar daughter, and her natural ally, 

. : »u t of these regions, this quiet, mo- 
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dc«C, patriotic craft, fonnd no admin 9 tad Sup- 
port. 

It is a grand mistake, I think, Mr. President, 

to suppose that wo are now in the condition In 
which we were then. Then lire Arcs of party 
were homing; oil their camp-fires were lit, and 
nil the instrumentalities whlah an uctivo partisan 
combat ran bd0| to bear, were put into active ope- 
ration. But the temper mvI -pin; Of 'he men who 
engaged in that ■ ontest is not -lie temper an ; 
Which animate- them now. I WuS one of those 
men engaged in thut contest, 1 tried as I id ways 
do, to take a patriotic and a conservative part In 
the affairs «f this country, but I suppose I was a 
party man, and Mrnggled for my patty, and did 
the beat I could to defeat the present President id 
the United States and his policy. But am I in n 
this day and in this Convention, before you and the 
world— am I this day a party man? God fot Md I 
There is not a parly platform on which I ever 
stood that I would not burn upon the altar of my 
c -on u try's peace. There is not a poll! teal dogma 
that ever troubled this poor brain of mine, that I 
would not send whistling down the wind when it 
interferes with the prosperity and perpetuity of 
my country. And there are men in all parties 
North and South, who are willing to burn Heir 
plattorm. 

Sir, who is a Union man? Is it the 
ni mi who says ho loves his country, ami there 
stops? Is he a Union man ? Isheapatriot? I deny 
it. Is he a Union man who stands at the corner 
and watches un opportunity to run out of it 1 You 
know ho is not. I*hea Union man who wants 
the 1 nion preserved because ho has got the Pioei- 
dent of his choice, and has no other reu-ou for it 
than thut? That is sorry patriotism. I have got 
no respect for it. b lie jroBi Union man who 
wants U pp'-Ci vr ihi-. I ioY.-nniiciit in order!" OH 
ry out exasperating polki** that are calculated 
necessarily to disturb the repose and tranquility 
of this Government? So far from being a Union 
man, there is treason, moral treason in his heart. 
Who, then, Is a Union man? It is the man «M 
will do something for his country — who trill do 
something to save it. What shall he do? Some 
gi'utli men say i hey would die to save the coun- 
try. Well, that is patriotic; that U heroic. But 
a thousand deaths won't save the country. Its 
salvadon don't depend upon such an oblation as 
that. You might pile patriot alter patriot upon 
the altar of your country's peace, ami the death 
of a thousand gallant hearts woui 1 not bring tran- 
quility and repose. But, fortunately, Mr. 
dent, no man is called upon to die for hi 
try, or for Erffl muntry's peace. The 
try don't ask that. It asks a great deal 
less than that. It asks wllsd etssj man ought 
to be able to give, and give wirh Un cbesr- 
fulness with which tot widow oasis her mite, 
ami it is smaller than the widow's mite. Scccs 





uot save 

ii; hut there is a small thing that rnn sioe i«, 
ninl that is sacrifice. Sucriiii-e of what? 
Of liberty? Of honor? No! Liberty never made 
such a demand, and never will, and oar country 
has never asked such an exaction as that from 
n within it. But it does ask him to sacri- 
lii •!-. what ? A little pride ol' opinion — a few poli- 
tical dogmas that he has in his mind, generated 

heat of party strife, born of the desire to 
climb to oflice and get it* pay — dogmas spring- 
Ing Otlt of eoiibliliiiiiinul eOOMnUMfOB upon ihr. 
very darkest portion of the work of our hither- j 
for it does happen that these wry cod diets of 
opinion in regiird to the constitutional law in 
this kind spring mil of tho weakest, and most 
im perfect, tind obscurest portions of the iti-tru- 
ment that our fathers made. 

I know bow hard it is, by a knowledge of my 
own n .'i tu re — I know how hard it is for this false 
f-ri'li- ill' oiii- to -uri-emler in a. moment, and es- 
pecially to surrender upon demand. There Is a 

iiis spirit in man which fortifies en 
cause pride af intellect Is at last a great conserva- 
tive faculty of the human mind, Without it no 
man ban ever made his mark intliia world, tt is a 
law of genius anil of mind to havepride of intel- 
lect. God Almi-hty implanted this pi iri,-i|,le in ihe 
huuiaii heart, and it la intended to be auxiliary of 
the virtues : hut, like every other quality which Is 
K'i' SO ii*, it may be abused, and our own cspcri- 
i-iiec I. . ai-hes every man who makes an 

analysis of his own nature, th tit this great con- 
■OTttilri ptmr, without whieh the intellect 
Would be scarcely anything, is susceptible of 
sJssM -. 

Prldo of opinion is surrendered relurtant- 
'y by men in the very moment of of triumph, 
and more rcluctnnily still when they are ap- 
proached in the character of menace, and are 
asked absolutely to surrender that ground. [ 
know that will bo the trouble down here South, 
and I know that is the trouble North. Our 
Southern brethren will have to go through that 
M, in order to come back into this Union. 
They will feel that ci insistency is a virtue; that it 
is a jewel almost inestimable, an our Northern 
friends will likewise feel. Dot, gentlemen of the 
North and of the South, to that complexion yon 
must come at last. There is no resisting an irrc- 
sf'tihle, logieal event. You must, both of the 
and of the South, giro up your error, and 
in mnking the sarriflee you ennoble yourselves, 
because it is a sacrifice laid upon the altar of 

nntir's peace and prosperity. 

But let us look at this Territorial rfbtttttffl for 

a few moments. I say some of onr errors, or 

troubles, rather, and dogmatic opinions, have 

sprung from constructions of the Constitution 

Injj out of those portions of the instrument 

•rM-A are most obsrnre. That is emph&tlcaUy \ 



true of the Territorial question, 
our first Territory, w-a- uojuired by Mi 
mi, l.i i.i.l itH.ius scruples about the i 
lionulity of the act. Mr. Jefferson wssap 
statcstuuii aril philo-opher; although hi 
part in making the Constitution, B 
our Minister to Paris, watching tin 
Frciieh revolution, and ho had many 
about the Federal Government w : 
tinlv wrong; and one of the most It 
hiliiiions of the intlucnre ot" mind ■ 
Hi ■ correction of error is fund 
pondence between him and thnt i 
tious statesman who lived twent 
him, at Montpelier, James il ; 
objections that Mr. Jefferson made 
Federal Constitution were oumerou 
read the correspondence between th 
great men, and you find that, one by one 
jections are overthrown, and finally, w 
Jefferson took his seat as President 
United Stutes, although he had been pr 
intoxicated, as i- eat pec 

himself, and fascinated with the grave 
cations of the savans of France, on til 
of Government, whieh ho deemed Wi 
a [ihn i side by side with the iliulogm 
come down to ns from Greece and 
and, although in many respects he was 
retieal and speculative statesman, yel 
honor and glory be it said, that, whenevi 

! tin seat of power and 
dispense the powers of an Admini--' 
one of the g re ates t and most practical st 
of the age. He knew how. at an 
his administrative career, to sacrifice a 
and theory to the actual behests of the ( 
tion and his duty ns public ndminh 

As I have already said, when wo arqu 
Territory of Louisiana by trcnty from Be 
be was dearly of opinion that the acquis! 
unconstitutional, that the Coustitn'i 
the General Government to make no ae< 

Of territory; but, before this ne 

could be added to our Union, that i 
there sbonld be a Convention or 

change the Constitution of the Unit 
to make the admission legal, 
idea; and although the Convention ne 
called, thongh Mr. Jefferson thotudj 
though the statesmen of this country ae< 
in the coercing necessity of the 
Louisiana in without a change in the ( 
tion, y eft he fact shows that the Constiti 
that respect, was not deemed by the mo 
Revolution to be e lea r and explicit. Ml 
son thought it denied the power i 
from that period of time to this, we ha 
using it by a construction. Some undei 
derive it from the power toadn 
tav ttvfkV there is no proper and legi timaH 
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> wet from. Othe rs say i hit 1 It sprl ngs 

« rules and regulations which Congr. 

to make in regard to Terri'orics. That, 

is ignored by other?, and in the main our 

a have come to the conclusion that, if we 

•er it all, it springs Irom the power 

ion and implications that follow the 

Bghi 10 n- ■ijiiire. I say, therefore, in all 

charity, io all friendship, tluit the difference of 

ion upon this constitutional point, is not 

MMOMrily an evidence of a want of patriotism, 

one of the object* of this National Co 

ought to be to put that power down in plain 

For, although the question now in regard 

the territories is the slave question, in the pro- 

and the march of empire in this country, 

Aen wc shall l»e a hundred States and not thirty - 

ne hundred gli'teringstars shall shine 

i}tm our National banner, where only thirty-four 

shed their lustre; in the ehaoged complexion 

of society— for society id always changing, wpe- 

cSaDj if it be a society of progress — some new 

(■anion may arise in regard to this power that 

is no odor or tint of slavery upon it. It may be 

Mormon (juration, or a Coolie question, or some 

•section of which I would not dream now, but 

I object of the National Convention ought to be 

lay down clearly, and not leave to the con- 

flnctfon, of partisans the quantum o/ power ia 

General Government in regard to these Terri- 

ajaa. 

Now, the Chicago Platform says that the 
Coogn'?* lias the power to prohibit slavery 
in the Territories . Let us be fair and j ust, I once en- 
tertained that opinion myself; I entertained It for 
twenty year-: 1 learned it from such men as Clay 
sad Webster. I learned it from every great 
nan who figured in our annals for the last 
thirty years. They all affirmed the power, 
tat all of them denied the propriety of its 
•Jterciae. The Chicago Platform says that the pow- 
■ s. Mr. Webster took the extra- 
ordinary ground upon this proposition— and when 
keUjok it I began to fear I was not right in my 
♦pinion— and ha was not alone in it — that the 
Territories were never governed by the Conatitu- 
Sun at all; chut from the earliest moment of 
atqtroition up to the period in which ho spoke, 
Congrwt. had ncttex governed the Territories ac- 
cording to the Constitution. I was startled nt 
•oresnltof that o iuse it brought me 

Idea. Hem is a Government of limited 
npnma within its sphere of action, that 
the exercise of a power without bound. I 
thought there wan something wrong. I 
the antagonistic ideas of Mr. Calhoun, 
subtlety of intellect always piuzlod mine, 
sometimes did much more, I think, that is, 
red itself. But the result of my own in- 
qds upon the subject — and as a lawyer, 
the thorny pathways which tarry men 




over the conflicts of individuals with the Govern- 
ment, it heitisr my duty to understand HOMftlBg 

<he nature of our Government— mi 
there was a power in the General Government to 
prohibit shivery in the Territories. But 1 never 
thought it was a power which should bcexercised, 
and when the Drexl Scott decision enme, I had to 
be a convert to the views delivered by Justice 
Taney. But I was a convert, and I wa» a sincere 
ci mvcrt. lie satisfied me of my error, and helms 
made an argument that I think cannot in- over- 
thrown, lie has settled the power in the General 
line. ■niment to regulate the Territories. That 
far I slwnys went. But as to the quality 
of that power, be has shown the error of the 
teachings of Mr. Webster. It bad to i 
the limitations In the Constitution itself, it was 
not to bo a vagrant power turned loose careering 
where it may, and doing what it cboOMr— but a 
power capable of doing what it says, and to be 
fenced in, und limited, and restricted, like all 
the other powers of that instrument, and by 
the i BBS of that instrument; so that I am 
perfectly =nti-ticl that the General Government 
has no power to prohibit slavery in the Territor- 
ies, lam satisfied beyond all question that it has 
the power to regulate the Territories, and to give 
them government, but that it has no power under 
the limitations of the Constitution to deprive a 
man of either life, liberty or property, without 
the judgment of his peers or the law of the land, 
nnd therefore there hi no power in that Gov- 
entmentto confiscate any property, or ttMnt 
any legal relations, existingin the ■States, whether 
it bo that of husband and wife, parent and child, 
master and apprentice, or owner and slaw. 

But while these are my convictions, I am perfcot- 
ly witling to admit that a man may be honest and 
patriotic also, who cute rta ins an antagonist: 
becnuso the question is one about which not only 
may the human mind honestly diiTer, but tonch- 
ing which the greatest statesmen and jurists of the 
country have differed, and have differed for forty 
years, and in any adjustment that I will offer to 
make with our Northern brethren, und frith tho 
Ih publican puly. flue I sneak of the Republican 
party, giving fktra prominence, not with any 
view to impugn them, but because they are. a 
party who constitute a largo portion of the 
people with whom wo have to make Ail 
adjustment. T shall not ask a surrender of 
the pride of opinion, I shall not nsk anything 
that is inconsistent with the honor of a Republi- 
can, or any Northern man. A great many men in 
this country, and especially men who ore clam, 
orous for the preservation of the Union, declare 
they love their rights, but I do not know any of 
them that are not willing to surrender two-thirds 
Of them nt a jump. They must have their 
rights, they stiy. Therefore they go for the Crit- 
tenden resolutions. Weil, what are your rights? 



The Dred BmH <le« nion say* yon have the right 
to carry slavery (mo all tbe Territories. And 
a nra pcifcetly willing to mnf nder, to a 
Itian thai will goto two-thirds of Hie Ter- 
ritories. BltyOBirfi] have your i. 
I mm >■ r what Smm rcoAowq thought about, 

(he lime Hint Oregon was organised. Wc are 
discussing now the ab-ii (on of power. 

n prohibit slavery in the Territories? 
Concrt-hs new did it but met, and that m 
when Oregon mi organized. That Ml our Ter- 
ritory, tt was the right of every Southern man. 
South Carolinian, Ftoridian, Missirtippian, Ahi- 
bunbn, Lonbdanian and Texan, to parry slaves 
•regno. But yet here is Congress both in 
iLe Lower House and Senate, passing the bill. 
■ad with aaanetSoaof Bu PrabbBt, they or- 

I one of our Territories •with the Wiltnot 
Pro* I.*o, dcelaring that slavery atnall never cxi-t 
in that Territory. What is the rca*on wc did not 
secede then? What Is the reason there was not 
n clamor for our rights then? If ibis thing lie 
one of principle, why did not wc make a clamor 
about i! ' Why dl I w DM secede, und take tho 
rB and arsenals, AkI Why 
didn't we *cdace tho allegiance of an officer of 
the army ? 

• In looking over this broad, wonderful country 
, there ore some spots that excite a pain- 
ful rmorCoa in my mind. Somewhere inTnu 
there is a place, small in geo^rapbtcal ]> 
that i* culled tho Alamo. I know it by history M 
the scene of a bloody, inhuman, uncivilized, 
savage massacre, in which individual 1 
was slaughtered by brutal, feiocious and reck- 
less power; and now, as if Providence determined 
that such a place should never be forgotten, how- 
ever iii-i^nirlcant in point of form, it la the prc- 
OJN place at which the laurels thut wore growing 
green upon One Of tfau houry veterans of this 
country, all tamed to ashes in an hour, every 
twig and branch fading. 
But why was it that when Oregon, organized, 
■nth did not rise in indignation? Why was 
the principle violated if that is oar right? I will 
til noil why, and I only mention it because it 
fund-hes the solution of our remedy in this ca.se, 
a remedy consistent with the honor of every man 
in this land, whether of the North or of the 
South. We made noriuanrl about Oregon, because 
we knew tlitu, practically, no man would ever 
carry a slave to Oregon, and therefore the parch- 
ii which the Wilmot Proviso was written, 
was not worth the material that had to be used in 
writing it. And bo now I hold in re- 
gard to our Territories, whenever there is 
any Territory in which shivery won't go, 
pmcticully by natural taws, it is idle to make a 
quarrel about it, and it Is worse than idle toal- 
1 1- m j ' t (0 break up a giivernmont, in regard to the 
q ucMitiu whether there shall be a Wilmot Provi- 
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■0 or not. And one of the madnesie* 

tnadnew of 1 * a* i 

the North, is, that there are doj 

connection wiib this question. There is a 

in the North, who b 

upon our Territories, where n Wit 

can in. ■' llj accompli 

there are mad men in tli 

the dogma of protection where there can 

be a slave to be protected. 

Why, we have other rights bedde* 
carry - slavery into the region! M 
man would ever think of carrying one. 
we have the right, the Constitutional 
of all men South to cultivate the sujra 
upon the highest trlacierof the Roc 
[ do not doubt it— and do it by slave labc 
if we can, 1 1 hi uk if our territory I 
the equinoctial Line, we should have the C< 
tiuual light to gather icicles upon the 
Time ii not • political doubt about odtG: 
tionol right. But, then, may 1 go and < 
our Government l>eeause I maintain thi« 
and some man denies it? And yet, Mr. 
dent, I would rather break up the 
upon a point such as that than npon thi 
torial question. I would rather break I 
Government, In so far a* any agency « 
is concerned, upon the ibttract tight tu c 
sugar cane upon the Rocky MoonM 
Icicles upon the equator, than upon t Id.* tc 
question, because I would kno 
■bought of one so humble as I, th | 
instead of having a ri^ht to speak wi 
potent voice in favor of my count 
have been under lock and key of al ■ 
so that I wonld stand vindicated to postedj 
my action on the ground that I mi 
•i«(e for what I did. 

lie must be anything but u patriot wl| 
"' I so itrOngTj Believe in th, ■ f'nrtcrand 
the General Government to prohibit 6lava| 
I won't consent to the organization of on 
tory without that prohibition. I would n 
were on tho highest point of Mont Blani 
nothing could grow and nothing could 
tho chamois, and every once lu a 
was seen, painfully tracking hra pa 
and steep. I will never consent that a 
shall he organized, unleas there it 
hibition ot tho right to carry ek'- 
rnust be anything but a patriot; but I 

■ly iu ihusamc 1 
gentleman, who, in tho South, says, "lit 
up this Government, unless I can have m 
and among them, the right to carrj 
I know I never will carry if." 

Some gentlemen say to me, now, Major] 
don't be loo hard upon tho Re; 
don't be too hard upon seccd. 
I tiemcu say to me, i hope that in your ipj 
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g, you win give the seceders a licit; and 
hit bim again, provided you nro 
at a R i.'.]I have 

i any such suggestions — none 
I hove no enmity to any man in. the 
Bute*. If I speak harshly and bitterly, 
CBn[.U.i-ii, Of a doctrine, it is my right 
peak disrespectfully of u mini 
is that doctrine. I speak what I 
ion ami its errors. 
k an I Hi ink, likewise, of the doctrines of 
•cry party, bnt kindly to both par- 
tenia] spirit; and that is the pre- 
ppy, for if I under- 
go are to he mediators in 
at necessary firtgancy, Mediators- bo- 
whom? Now. that is o very important in- 
!r I thought, with the gentleman from 
, that those Southern brethren of 
States, thai they have 
a sui government for them- 

that they aro no longer citizens of 
State?, my mode of treatment 
tact of Missouri toward* them would 
■■very diff. rent in point of fact from what it now 
sight to be. Bat I am willing to treat them still 
M in the bonds of our sisterhood, as within tho 
tJorion- and patriotic circle of Union, erring, it 
• true, g, because provoked by 

kaimpropcraclion and wrongs of their Northern 
kmhren. For i wish it to he distinctly and 
Hcariy nnderstood thai in this matter of difficulty, 
he first [m-at primary wrong Is in tho North. 
Riat baa led to errors in the South. And now, as 
it ure we to do? Are we to take 
nde with * i'ln r party, or nro we, in the spirit and 
aae <<f friendship, to interpose our conciliating 
laflnene e between the two? As mediators 
ftsst we not go to the North and say, 
bee, now you aro wrong— you arc wrong in 
Ibis I say it in the kindest spirit in tan 
■arid; I know you have got some apologies 
nf fun, (bat the ii«ti-n«i-ness ot 
: i arises out of the unfortunate fact 
f question became, in 183'.), for the 
e in ihc history of our parties, an organic 
n being blended with tho polite :il 
and platforms of the day. and hence the 
ttjgmt that arose, by making, most impro- 
, and against the advice of the wisest men 
the slavery Question one of the 
sinks of political platforms, and going before 
be country upon the excitement it produced, in 
Ives into power. I know itae 
ol ihe effect, and lam willing to allow the 
ichacauM. The natural effect was 
bring ah out political organizations upon the 
tatronisiie ideas advanced by the two p 
ti tJiey mod the dements of difference a- in]] 
rOldil. I ln-lieve this day tint, but for 
ntJseni errors', the Kcpublkun part; Wtml I Ml 



I ve this, day that the Re- 

publican party owes it* numbers audits triumphs, 
not because of hostility to slavery, but because of 
the Idea that the Southern people were using, or 
atrempitns to use, the General QuuuiIMM for 
the purpose of extending slavery in the United 
States. The Republican party cariuol stand a 
day npon a simple antagonism to ,-i 
Its power arises only from the fait that 
it has Induced the Northern people t<> bell ve, 
from the action of Southern lolitiiiana, that they 
were seizing upon tin? Federal power to advance 
and extend the area of the e-lavuholding interct-ts, 
independent and regardless of natural laws, (boM 
LTcat higher laws which no constitutions can 
overthrow— the law of sun and cloud, moisture 
and lieot; the laws of physical geography, the 
Ian of production and the law of tempi iiitiire. 

Heaven knows there are enough wrongs, both 
North and South, to be corrected, but it i- not 
my part to take any other than the position of a 
mediator, and it will not do for a mediator to fide 
either one way or the other. Wc ought to pro- 
ceed in the very spirit of impartiality — such Im- 
part! -dity a?' a man can, by close senttiny of 
himself, and a just and comprchen.-ive view 
of all the surrounding circumstances, e 
We ought, as mediators, to rid onr-dves of 
every influence which self interest rniylit improp- 
erly dictate, and go North and South and shako 
hands with gentlemen on the one side and m the 
other, and say, you are both wrong— you aro 
wrong, ond especially you in the North, because 
your sisters in the South arc vulnerable. In ilii* 
contest you are armed in complete mail, with no 
joint or crevice to leave an opening for a wound, 
'lit you ore figbiiig with a naked adversary, 
no power in the South to hurt your insti- 
tutions, but there is a power in yon to hurt theirs. 
The error therefore on your part, is paMsV, by 
reason of the inequalities of the combat. It is an 
unequal contest. I would not desire, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to give the slightest count" 
to the idea that prevails with some men of 
the North, encouraged by some men of the South, 
namely : that the dangers of the Southern people 
are as great as they have been. I heard a gen- 
tleman not more than a hundred and twenty-live 
miles from this spot, and very nearer In the 
capital of my State, a secession man, pa 
the condition of the slavoholding States, and he 
said DC it, what ? He said, in Missouri and in the 
border States, it wns a small thing ro have the 
Institution of slavery touched or menaced; bin it 
was a far different thing in the South — lliat there 
was not a husband or a father that lay do'.-, 
nigh! in the extreme South, and went to bed with 
his wife and little ones, without the eon 
conviction that bo was sleeping on ■ powdjsa; 
maga-riiie, and that his slumbers at ntiy mo- 
ment might be disturbed by tho torch of the in- 



iary. producing universal combust inn. i 

lire of our condition? If it Is, then 
every man South should move heaven aud earth 
to art out ot this C.iivernment. But it i- 
It i- an exaggeration. Il h Uy\» rli'ilicnl imagery. 
It is fal-c iin.il yit there are men in the North 
who taunt us with the ,-amc idea, and tl icy get. 

lor and support for 3t by mjadMo a 
in ili.- Srintli. 1 say there are men in the North, 
such as Wilson of Massachusetts, am! Wade of 
Ohio, who lmve declared thai the South n in not 
i\it out of tho Union; that the Union in essen- 
tially necMaary for her preservation and the pres- 
ervation of her domestic 1 1 ma : tits) the danger 
of Mnrfb insurrection Is Bueh that, left to 
. she would be destroyed, and that noth- 
ing I nit the power of the General Govern- 
ment to put down servile insurrection would be 
competent to meet the dangers of bi r 
Il is all fidse. It is all hyperbolical exaggeration. 
There is not a word of truth in It, 

I have lived along time, Mr. President. 
Born in Virginia., I have lived more than 
half u century, and lived a good deal in 
tlint time, and I bBtV not heen an in- 
pM v.;iti!nT of the condition Of public 
affairs since I reached manhood. But in BTJ Id - 
hood there were more Insurrections and more 
fears of insurrections than exist now. Then Ex- 
eli-r Sail had HOI opABAd BH lloodgnfcs of inflam- 
mation, nor had an anti-slavery society existed 
in the world. The strife of parties had not 
brought the slavery element into the political or- 
isons of the day. There is less fear of 
slavery insurrection now, and there Is less cause 
for it now, than there was in my boyhood, and 
the reason of it is this: in proportion as you tnm 
a black man Into a civilized man, you subjugate 
him more perfectly to the will of his master; in 
other words, in proportion as you reduce his sav- 
age traits, you moke htm subject to the will of a 
superior race, as in wild nnlmnb) subjected to 
the taming process — in proportion as there Is 
mora! and Christian culture in this barbarian, 
just in that proportion is he dominated oyer 
peacefully by the will of a superior race. 

Some men would break up this nation because 
Of ■ Montgomery or John Brown raid. I have 
only a few words in regard to such things as that. 
I do not believe there is a Republican in the land, 
of any standing in the Republican party, who is 
not heart and sou! against a John Brown raid. 
But T will say to yon, as E said to some gentlemen 
id Virginia, in the Harper's Ferry District, when, 
■ ver, a very Qno Union man is ( hi at H flj mid 
a distinguished seccderwas bent; in the very Har- 
per's district, in the town in which John Brown 
was hung ; I said to them, I was very sorry, indeed, 
that my fellow student Wise, the Governor, tad 
put Hm old Commonwealth to ro great ex; 
dispose of a few villains und murderers and tral- 



_-aniz«] on 
host to traverse the State, and mi' 
warlike preparations. I said that if i! 
occurred in Mi-.-onri, wo would hare 

i In- qvHdon in a summary rr 
and would have complied with tliut provis 
OUT Constitution which entitle* every l 

ipe#aV justice. Nn court wobM tan 

troubled. No armies organized. No troop* 
Nor would it hart coal the State asingle a 
cause the only Instrumentality th.'i! 
been used would be drawn from the neare 
and that there was not a DU in it that wo 
furnish the DOtd K nii'C tin hemp that wa 
nary to the dispensation of justice In die 
■corn the iden that wo need the pro* 
General Government to defend our* 
John Brown raids. IfcelhumMrdinidhru 
that any such doctrine as tfa 
vnnccd by any slavehclding B 
Union. We are able to RBMtvi 

the only reason why an army Was 
to the frontier to put down o Mont, 
raid, was, that (born ni no Monig 
put down. JlJiughter.] 

1 think I have in the main gone thtroc 
evil* of which we complain, Bl 
all up, you discover at last that they are t 
pressed by this one phrase— alienated 
mndezed affections, weakened fraternal kl 
absence of a brotherly spirit between th 
i this Confederacy. Sir, I would ■ 
to underrate that evil, or measure it below 
proper scale. It is a great evil; it ia am 
ons ill on the people who are to live toga 
iiifrtinii, that their affection should be sal 
and the greatest part of the evil is that 
difficult to rest. ire this friendly feelio 
more. How can it be done? What I 
modes of restoring the I h* 

little experience in one depaxtmaM 
tions, and I know this, that nothing but 

lness has ever yet been etl 
storing or melting together tin- several pa 
whole which ed a rupture. I kn 

God has implanted in every human U 
principle, that the heart will leap kiuih 
kindness, and I know that unkiudtiesa U I 
ling power. T know that no great pacii 
ever yet was made by either force or in 
Hon, 1 know that adjustment never yc 
limited such handmaid.-. ■ ork 

that on the contrary she invokes and got 
alone uided by one tingle spirit , ire most 
power in the universe to acrorj 
ject, and that is the spirit Of 
I do not think it ■ Hi 

spirit that I should say to the Nort 
have committed error; or to the Sot 
have committed error. I know sum* 
sympathies are with the North, and comt 
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mpatuics nr with DM South, and they 
-•rds ibnt will im- 
:lier of llii-ii eiimu. But, 

i ■ H k of media- 
arc not BaSHtUl mediator, if you 
i soch b morbid condition, Ton 
.<! spirit of fairness— the spirit 
k — the spirit of kindness; and in all tlmi 
. you should struggle 
■ pony aspect of it, and you should 
speak a ml mil* Whs] t lie calm, im- 
U writ* in regard to all 
Mrs. A mnn who goes out in such a 
bly artned, He carries with him a 
Uii" gVMl omnipotent power of tic 
IW' n<;u havefwsy. But it' b 

■ ' t hi-r ■■|iirit than thut, if ho takei 
the spirit of a partisan, the spirit that 
of charity fur the errors of the North 
rath, he will fail, and he ought to fail, 
on. It rnu -t ho left to other hands to 
it. It can never he done hy him. 
MBA striking instances in which this 
I n has been successful in our 
Turn tour rv» to Ashland. Catch If 
spirit of him whose remains li. 
td sepulture, covered by the marble mon- 
graiitudc has placed upon his 
around which clusters the lore 
people. Ho was our great Paciflca- 
w did he succeed? How did he 
this Missouri trouble, which WW the 
doable alter the formation of this 
t? What spirit did he show? Now, 
that knew Henry Clay, knew that a 
• i!c ill'.- flunk of humanity — a 
- if its independence and self-respect, 
. violate the rights of individuals as 
lions. Now, lie is in Congress. Mis- 
■]-,- :it the door fur admission. She 
long- time, and it Memed at though she 
hut off. Strife ran high. The Union 
Irink of dissolution. Now, mark 
of Clay— of that noble man, born in 
iIil- mill-hoy, the poor boy who lahorcd 
ii\..liliood — the young man who 
without education, to the wilds of the 
whose son! was fashioned and moulded 
and sublime scale in the niajctie 
-I tin-, country. Bat lie had no edm-a- 
Representative from Roanoke was a 
olar. Beta, in the halls of that Con- 
after day, occasion upon occasion, thut 
lM with his withering sarcasm and 
;ikcr of the House with a slip in 
with a pronunciation that shocked his 
He was ltd on by a gloaiing 
am I at ion. lie had fixod hit eyes in 
0, out in the frontiers, upon the Presi- 
:wr lost sisal oi' It, and always 
sod gibed the uoble-niiudcd, great states- 



man of the Wast, so that there was no personal 
intercourse between them. Kvory chord of asso- 
ciation was sundered. But now a country is 
to he saved. A compromise is to be effected. What 
does Henry Clay do? He takes his carriago in 
in lbs twilight of some evening. He nndcrstands 
that the great difficulty inthc way of adjustment 
is that man, John Randolph- He has not 
to him. Hut now, fur his country's sate, he bows 
his soul. His lofty nature bends because his 
country demands it. He takes his carriage and 
drives to the door of Mr. Randolph, and gives his 
card, saying, "Henry Clay of Keutmky ni-hcs 
to see John Randolph ofltnanotikc, upon a ques- 
tion of the country'.* peace." He is admitted. 
Then- is an interview bet won the men, and iu 
twenty minutes afterwards a paper is borne In the 
statesman of the West written by John Ran. I 
Roanoke, and in an hour the troubles of the country 
arc brought to an end . 1 Ic was too big a nam to 
sacrifice his country to any nsnooaj considera- 
tion. He knew what was the true character of a 
great pacificator, and he knew the mean?, tin- 
only means by which pacification could be 
brought about. He repeated the noble example 
in the contest of 1833 to 18'«, when the relations 
of Calhoun and Clay were sundered. Another con- 
sultation with Mr. Calhoun, his personal enemy, 
another personal Interview sought by him, not 
by Calhoun, and another great attempt to save 
the country, by sacrificing personal considera- 
tions to the weal of the whole. No one who 
knows the relations then existing between him 
and Calhoun, can underrate the greatness of the 
sacrifice. But ho never failed. No man Bra 
will fiil who comes in this spirit, and uses such 
agencies and instrumentalities of power. More 
than that, no mnn crcrcan succeed who does not. 
What are our prospects for a compromise? 
Whit hopes are before us? You hove seen the 
stand taken by Arkansas. You know what North 
Carolina has done. She has decided against a 
Convention. North Carolina and Arkansas have 
sold, the mad wares n: Jl nut over- 

whelm us. Wo stay this tide. We are strug- 
gling for our righta in the Union, ami re will 
stand by the border States. But there is 
a sectional President in power. Have we 
nny hopes of him? He is a Republican. 
He has a divided Cabinet. Some are conscr va tin 
mo are radical. What are the the pros- 
pects before us? Well, now, first lot me say, 
that, although suicide is getting to be epidemic 
I have no idea at all that this Administra- 
tion is going to commit suicide, I have no idea 
the Republican party iut«ud to destroy thom- 
seKes. Hut I give if credit for great shrewdness 
and tact. There i* one man in that Cabinet that 
aces all those struggles in their actual practical 
import. I think there are one or two men In it 
who have not the remotest idea at all of the acta* 



al condiiion Of pn'ili'.-- affairs. There is no reli- 
ance to be placed upon litem. But, as I 

I h n- ii one mun in Unit Cabinet who sees, 
with the vision of entire coolni--, the whole scope 
Of our political borii on, and knows what the ■*> 
tnul condition of this country at this hour is, and 
that man is Seward. He is not going to destroy 
ttmaelf. He, in common wiili the Hcpubliean 
party, want to perpetuate themselves. They ilo 
not wish to bo mere e|>hcmerals that live an hour 
M i (lay, but they want to perpetuate themselves 
and establish a Repabliean dynasty, after the 
fashion, at least in duration, of the defunct 
Democratic dynasty that has gone by the 
board. Well, how can they do bo if the 
Union is broken. If the border States go 
out what becomes of the Republican party? It 
din Instanter, for the very moment that the bor- 
der States leave i his Union there is no longer any 
tin , luirn'tcrisilc belonging totbeKcpub- 

party, at least on the slavery question, and 
they have to take tl" ir 'li an cm with the people 
of the NonJi in a new confederacy, and get up 
Issues leaving out the element of slavery agita- 
ta! i. 
In any aspect, therefore, in which you can view 
.. i( appears to me manifest that (fads. 
Administration is not going to commit suicide. 
They are going to preserve this Union, and t'u.v 
can only do it by making an adjustment with the 
border Stales. And when i>tieh it n adjustment is 
made, satisim-tory to the honor and interest of 
these States, alt men will be without excuse if 
they do mil join. 

But let us sec what has been the practical ope- 
ration of the Repabliean party in the last Con- 
gress. This, you will say, is a speculation of mine. 
But let me point your attention, especially, my 
very clcurdit-nded, and, if you permit mo to say 
so, my very elmment friend from Lewis. Permit 
me, since you are under a lively appie 
touching the action of the Republican parry, and 
since, especially, you dread their dogma, the 
Wilmot Proviso, to call your attention to the 
actual conduct of this Republican party in Con- 
gress, since the period when they have had all 
the power. When our Southern brethren aban- 
doned us, and left us alone to fight their battles 
on the strongholds of the Constitution, what re- 
sult did they bring upon us ? If they bod stayed, 
this Administration would have been powerless. 
Two departments of the Government would have 
been against the- Administration— Congress and 
the Judi. iul department. The Senate would have 
been against him, the House would have been 
against him, and the Supreme Court would have 
been against him. What, then, could he do un- 
der our form of Government? Where was the 
sonrccof any actual danger? Is any gentle- 
man afraid? What is ho afraid of ? What arc 
oar remedies? Can we guard against danger 



which may be threatened to biinj; d 

no law can be passed that Ii In- 

an unronstituilonal law wen to pas*. 

prerae Court would deuouiM'u I". Ut» *at 

by an accident— he was i 

hii adversaries — by the eni 

which the campaign was fun /lit rgaii 

We made his victory easy, although fa 

minority President. He took advamsg 

error, and he got into power, and. n. 

powerless. He cannot make a 

minister unless you elect him 

make an appointment to any office 

grade without your say-so. If the 3 

States had not gone out, all the States 

posed his election might have conferr 

each other as to what were the <•• 

complain of. They might have not Lb 

through their commissi 

ting what they thought iron 

and a bat iliey held to be the proper moat 

dressing them. Had tli 

that, no such complication would have S 

when Georgia sent her ambassador hero. 

gled then, because I wanted to receive hm 

1 invention to adopt -> 
would have emu 

to have listened to him with plasm 
to practice towards him all I 
due to the representative of a s. 
wanted them to adopt ■ rccotufiop that tn 
of ours, whether she [bought so n 
sister still; and, being one of I 
a right to talk, and talk to all the family. 
was determined, under the genius •■ 
and hot hnstc, to do otherwise. 

I hear a great deal said «1 > 
doubtedly, we are against • 
right that the Federal Government shoulc 
State into submission. But do gcntlcnn 
eiler the coercion which is used air 
only re al coercion thut has been used 1 
troubles has been used by the B 
us. I will say nothing now about the 
of war of which some of the S 
States have been guilty and which, if t 
ted by an Independent foreign nation, 
have fired this nation from one end, to thi 
of the firing on our flag; the seizing of ot 
of the capture of oar treasury ; of taking 
risdiction of the Mississippi. All the-* or 
acts of war against the Government of the 
States; and yet that Government, M ith a i 
ance that is parental and benign, and mi 
all commendation, has said nothing in 
but has used the magnanimity which 
rightly used by a great I 
citizens — has been doing what I 
Burke asked of Lord North, ia tn 
of George the Third, to do toward 
colonies. This Government has dm- 




I >nriliation. It has forborne; 

not undertaken to resist force by forte, be- 

I suppose there is no doubt of ic in the 

that every «ct committed by our Southern 

rn.aie! the net of organising ■ 

ament, and taking jurisdiction of the Mis- 

. and .-ami.' ttk- forts, are all acts of 

which would not be tolerated by this Gov- 

nt if prncti ed by any nation upon the 

•rth. But it was not of that partie- 

ihat 1 wish to speak. I wish to speak of 

of ooerd that has been pra 

k us, and [fear it was intended— I mean 
rising from holding such views as 

i.U, now, it ic Idle to dispute abont 
ion, or the right of secession. — 
ict is. South Carolina h&s cone; and then 
ma says, the fact is, South Carolina has 
and we may as well go also. And little 
a said she would go too, and so of the rest. 
ese are/ac/j, nnd must be treated as fnctn." 
what is t ho meaning of that ? Why, the 
I sequence i ; , thai the fact U to operate on 
letrrnii n. In other words, we 

do now what we would not have done, or 

lit Ol doing, unless these examples had gone 

' ay thnt is practical coercion. Then, 

flair rerolvM in regard to the intcrnaiion- 
t> trade, cutting it off and not letting us car- 

MgrnM UDOnj them. That is coercion 
pe. and it is unfriendly coercion, it is unsis- 

Dut let it pass. I dismiss the whole sub- 
' coercion upon the ground that wo live in a 
anient in which no great results can ever lie 
ht about by the exercise of power, 
r, after the South abandoned, ui leaving the 
il I'linemmeni in the possession of the Re- 
an party, what has that party done? My 

from Lewis said it had not abandoned the 

:o platform. He ought to tuke that back, 

Hi it is not just You remember that, 

I >t session of Congress, there 

it inkling of slavery in New Mexico. 

t there by Territorial Legislation for the 

111 benefit of the officers of the army, who 

ig boijy servants to go with them when 

ordered into the Territory, and had 

wer to refuse, desired them to clean their 

brush their clothes, and attend to other 
>f that sort, and they took their slaves, nnd 
le of them had been sued for taking slaves 
the laws had prohibited slavery, the Ter- 
I Legislature recognized slavery for the 
I accommodation of those officers. Now, 
' the parties in the Lower House of Con- 
in accordance with the platform made in 
n, moved to repeal that Inw, and they did 

il . The 8cnate rejected the measure. 
irne before tho Presidential victory had 
neutered. But since that victory, seeing 






thnt they have th« whole power of the Govern- 
ment in Ihir hands,, theT have organized three 

Territories, two of them south of Oregon, and 

yet no man of the Republican party has risen in 
that body, either in the Senate or the Lower 
House to attach a Wilmot Proviso to an act of 
organization. What does that prove? Is not 
that a surrender of the party platform? Is not 
that 11 jiatriotic evidence of a disposition on their 
part to meet the i-sue in the spirit of kindness? 
They had the power, why didn't they use it? If 
you say that the action of the South probably 
has scared them ; very well I do not care what is 
the cause. If you put it down to the ignoble sen- 
timent of fear and not of patriotic inspiration, 
be it so. But the fact is nevertheless thi 
the power in their own hands, they have organ- 
ixed three Territories, and they have just clone it, 
and two of them are south of Oregon, and no 
Republican in tho Senate, not even Wade, nor 
Hale, nor tho radical Sumner, nor the clear- 
sighted, far-seeing Seward, nor Lov«-joy in the 
Lower House — whom, by the by, I don't regard as 
a Republican at all, but. as belonging to the school 
of Wei i ilell Phillips and Lloyd Garrison — has risen 
to ask that a Wilmot Proviso be attached to the 
act. I think it is a clear and unmistakable evi- 
dence of a disposition on their part to surrender 
dogmas to the welfare and the peace of their 
country. 

On motion of Mr. Wat kins, tho Convention 
adjourned. 



SIXTEENTH DAY. 

St. Louis, Muck l»u>, 1661- 

Mot at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. President in tho Chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal read and approved. 

Mr. Wright. Mr. President— I am admon- 
ished, by several considerations, to be a» brief as 
possible in tho remarks I feel it my duty to offer 
to tho Convention this morning. First of all, I 
find tho instrument of language perishing— that 
my voice is failing; and then, again, I know I 
havo occupied, largely, the attention of thi - 
and I feel a delicacy thai every gentleman will at 
once appreciate— in occupying bo much of your 
time, when there are other wise and patriotic gen- 
tlemen who have minds to think and lips to otter. 

To me, otic of the most alarming signs or the 
times, in the way of doctrine, is tho idea that has 
been suggested by our Republican friend* of the 
North, touching tho re-organization of tho Su- 
preme Court. Now, I don't attach much import- 
ance to the mere fact that the Republican party 
hold that the decisions of the Supreme Court are 






Bdfng upon all departments af gOTOTUSMzri ; 

for *e know, hU tori rally, that that ffll the pre- 
cise position tukcu by Jefferson, and followed by 
Jackson, in Uw 3aj» ofifce Eon oftbe B«nnh> 
age, whose spirit, I trust, is exercising an active 
tde in 1-ohn.If of a country ha loved and 
tried to preservi — in behalf or that IThlcn touch- 
ing which be uttered a sentiment that struck 
every patriotic heart in tfahtland — it is wall known 
tluit during hi* adiuiiii itrstim he took the ground 
and bid supporters took the ground, that 
while the decisions ivitu binding in nil eases 
that went before that tribunal for Judguu at, yet 
ItSBeawWBttOt binding upon the co-ordi- 
nate departments of Government. If our Repub- 
lican friends hud slopped then- — 4ilthough I think 
that doctrine erroneous — yet it would not be 
alarming, except for tbo rapplementa] idea that 
it ia the duty of the Republican party to reorgnn- 
htc the Supreme Court. 1 call the attention, in a 
; spirit, of the conservative Republicans in 
uuiry, and such as are in this body, to the 
Kind tad • haractcrof that organization. Ifl un- 
demand it, it in a revolutionary idea— revolution- 
ary, I mean, in the sense that it wholly duuiftM 
tin- character of our Government. The re- 
organization is to be effected by obtain- 
ing judges from the different eecdoilfl of the 
e..uiitry, and making a judiciary of the United 
States representing the ni-hes and will of the 
people of the different sections o( the country. 
Now, Mr, President, I take it to be a very clear 
idea of constitutional law, that all political agents 
do represent the will ol" tlieir cuns;itiiciiis. And 
in all matters not contrary to the fundamental will 
of the people, as expressed in their fundamental 
eh in ter, the Constitution, that will ia entitled to 
great respect, and sometimes to perfect oh. 
but in what proper eense S&D it be Hid the Judi- 
ciary arc representing the will of anybody ? They 
represent nothing, except it be the law, and it can 
not be said they represent that, became they ut- 
ter that and administer it. The moment a judge 
upon the bench looks to the will or his people In 
Hie administration of the laws of this Govern- 
ment, that moment he is unfit to occupy a seat. 
If he deliberately, in administering the law, consid- 
ers himself the representative of a sectional in- 
terest— that very moment he ought Jo be hurled 
from power by impeachment- I «ny, therefore, 
I want my Republican friends to reconsider that 
utterance /mado iu a distempered heat of an excited 
political canvass, because If they will examine 
It, they will discover it revolutionizes the very na- 
ture of our Government, popularizes Che Su- 
preme Court, changes Ha character entirely. Who 
that bis pointed to that tribunal in its. slicht 
working*, to that power serene and ratm, but has 
not frit a pride in the l" n 't that popular Conflict 
could never be made the instrument of Its de- 
BLtUCtion. 



Reorganize the Supreme C"«n 
a scetionid idea— 1 don't rare whether North 
South— and it would lose all its efficacy 
virtue; it would lie subjecting it again 
fltct of opinion upon a sectional i 
stead of a great body, entitled to th 
judgment of mankind, whose decision* wvuM 
quoted ns authority on this or 
the water, it would descend t* i ■ oniaa 

tribunal representing sectional 
become a mere political instrument. I take 
Mr. President, that Is not the intention of the I 
di clary, and such an Invasion of the powers 
the Supreme Court of the United State* 
be contrary to the design of onr father- wfsj 
gauized it. 
Now, Mr. President, with the In i 

ild a few words upon wo 
regard to Itc an important fir 
spotted and followed in all our actions hem. 
have endeavored to show that the right of i 
slon is not only n heresy, but that it fin > 
remedy tor our ills; it af 
up the Union which is hallowed by the mirrjsj 
and which ought to be immortal. But If 
no other right by which a people under opp 
sion may throw oil' that oppression and btdld \ 
a government for themselves to aeeoni; 
object desired? Burelj there is, and i 
Is the sacred right of revolution. Bur u 
an unlimited power? May thai be exercised 
the mere whim and caprice of men who 

under the law? Are all jnrthV 

able? Can men n 

liko it? Is that the law of revolution 
respi ■ tfully that it is not; that In no. 
lion now is it regarded tn that way. It bring 
great, a terrible and a sublime power.lt 
range without fetters. Every enlightened nation 
in the world sees tlmt n limitation must be 
upon this sacred, terrible and sublime right 
revolution. Onr British ancestors recognised! 
principle, although they lived in a monarch] 
where the popular fiction said tin : 
no wrong, and where the other Action 
that Parliament wo* omnipotent. Eves I 
country, resting under a throne and governed! 
a Parliament who made the law . 
ccstors, prompt to use the pow> 
always recognized the power of lira: 
that power. Our fathers who bro!. 
British crown, or rather who went from 
country, when attached to the crown, camel 
these shores, and brought with them as a • 
tution, this conservative position— tt 
of revolution mu«t have limitation; and 
added another limitation peculiar to our An 
can institutions— they putanothcrdricrimina 
Intelligent limitation upon the rUrlu ol 
tion, unknown in any other country — becausel 
making Lheir Constitution, they ruoi ided lot 
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it w!i Irh founded the Government, a 
corr lis of It* actual work- 

country ought not to 
the swori. The revolutionary feel- 
lawfully make its first expression a rc- 
k. 1 lit tc must be, says Itadborj 
misJiing characteristic of onr institutions, 
ither of the Constitution, that we have 
positively a method of correcrlu-r, tho 
i without a resort to force, or 
ddlug of blood; that we hare found a 
leflnedinsirurmntnlity by which, with- 
ord leaping from Its scabbard, or any 
■ting In air, we can correct the evil and 
oppression, and euro public disorders 
And tli at Is the manner in which they 
' for amendments to tho Constltu- 
I States. In all cases of the 
working! of that instrument, the hopes 
who made it have not been disnppointcd. 
r. Proident, can we condescend to 
pect for this important limitation? Can 
a proper regard for tho men who made 
iteblcw and unequalled instrument — can 
of ever using the revolutionary right 
have exhausted all the limitations, all 
edies for the correction of evils, that 
led for In the instrument Itself 7 Is it 
the worst fiitjns of tho times, that the 
nirinc spirit is encouraged by our men, 
inlly our voting men — that they cannot 
exercising a virtue of patience which at 
to at least apolitical necessity; that they 
think of exercising such a virtue as that, 
their sensibilities are wounded: because 
there will ha some imputation upon 
parage and bravery ; because they think 
show a disposition to refute all wrong, 
wh they cannot be patient under suffer 
hat ills does the Constitution provide a 
it? Does it provide for all public disor- 
ls it omitted any? Has it not looked 
whole scope and horizon of possi- 
its, and guarded against every - 
know of but one thing they m 
provide for; I know but one thing they 
provided for, and that is voluntary and 
suicide. That was a thine their prcs- 
od forecast and their statesmanship coal J 
julutc. Everything else iB provided for. 
iinary evils Of government arc provided 
;s and balances in the system. Look 
frame of government, and ece 
checks and balances are provid- 
ts of those checks and balances. 
that a member of Congress can serve 
years? Why does a Senator serve 
yean, and why does the President 
four years, and why doea the Judiciary 
during good behavior? What is 
the difference la tenon of a Sena' 



tor and Congressman? Why do thoy put them 
upon these short terms ? Was It not for fear on 
account of the lack of good behavior? Do the 
practical workings of the Government show that 
their theory was right, if they had a theory which 
they reduced to practice? All sovcrnraents, says 
Marshall, are based upon tho idea tha: limitation 
to necessary to the healthful exercise of their 
functions, for we have to distrust men and politi- 
cal agents. If we suspect them of wrong, w« 
must pat limitations on their power. Onr fathers 
thought every member of Congress would do 
wrong; ond because they thought the President 
would do wrong, because they thought the Judges 
of the Supreme Court would do wrong, thoy pat 
limitations upon their power, so that the people, 
the source of all power, should have the right In 
their own hands to correct these evils, and not 
surfer for a long time under the practices of * 
bad government. If Congress goes wrong, tin 
ballot-box is the power by which th«y are to be 
turned out and better men put in their places. If 
Senators hove a little more of what is called In 
these days backbone or vertebra) in their politi- 
cal organizations, to stand out a little longer 
against the popular will [ if they can stand out 
four years more than the Lower Honso, still 
whenever they become misrulers, they ore turned 
to the people, who speak through their agents, 
and by which these men can be hurled from pow- 
er. Look at the President. lie lives four 
years— not so long as the Senators 
by two years, and two years longer than a 
member of the House. Of course he remains 
only four years, because the original hypothesis 
is that ho will do wrong, and, therefore, that he 
shall not have the power to do wrong more than 
four years. But in the meantime he shall be sub- 
ject to limitations. The Judiciary may sit for a 
lite time, but not a day longer than they behave 
themselves. Now, this being the theory by which 
the ordinary misrule of government maybe rem- 
edied, let us look at its practical operation. Mr, 
Lincoln is elected by a minority of tho people of 
tho United States; but men havo gone into the 
Presidential chair by a large and overwhelmingma- 
jority of the people of tho United States, and such 
is the admirable superstructure of our Government 
a President has always found himself checked by 
tho co-ordinate departments of tho Government 
Jackson wlion he went into power, found tho 
Scnnto against him, and could not make his or- 
dinary appointments. Day after day ho would 
send in nominations, and day after day they 
would be rejected. Tou all remember the strug- 
gle that tcok place in connection with Hill, of 
Now Hampshire, who had been appointed to 
some office by Jackson. Again and again was 
he black-balled by the Senate, until Jackson had 
to give in. Hilt went off to New Hampshire, 
where he was eloctwd to a scat in the Senate of 

w 



the United States. Oh Ac .lay he took 1 I 
the public mind was curious to know how such a 
mau as that could take his seat in tin 
Some one asked Mr. Breckinridge, a gentleman 
who served with .Tack.-on in the Florida war, 
whut he thought about it. "Oh," lie replied, 
"0M Senate have disgraced Mr. pill, an J now, I 
suppose he i ! todispriK-o tho Senate." 

I A laugh.]. Too know, in point of fact, tho ac- 
tion of Jackson's administration was " back-ac* 
tlon." He was continually at war with both 
houses of Congress, notwithstanding which, the 
people were ready to sustain him. I mention 
this matter, to show yon the admirable framing 
of OUT Government; by which it is provi 
point Of fact, that a majority President can- 
not mi -rule. ' Mr. Fillmore was cheek mated 
during hi* administration by tho lower House. 
John Adams is the only Presi Seat I know of, 
In all onr political history, who went into 
power with all department* of Government 
in his lav or— the Senate, the Lower Bojm 
and the Judicinry. And now, murk the remedy 
furnished for the flagrant misrule of Ida ndminis- 
tration. During his time, they passed the sedi- 
tion law, likewise the alien law, which gave birth 
10 those resolutions of 1798 and 1799 — those re- 
markuble State papers so variously cons!' 
through the United States, which our Democratic 
friends, ilium I'm they meet in council, con- 
strued allkfr— but finding it necessary that 
there should ho a plank in their platform, they 
adopt in their o&ihous meaning, feeling perfectly 
sure Hint if anyone undertook to explain their 
meaning, an adversary would rise up and slay 
him. Whin I he law was passed which made 
it a crime to speak disrespect fully of the President 
of the United States, what was done? Judge 
Chase left the Supreme bench, and went cavort- 
ing into Maryland and Virginia, trying men who 
had violated this law. Judge Chase, uncked by AM 
power that gave birth to that law, west off to en- 
force it, and it was enforced. The case of Mat- 
tli-- .-. Lyons is A leading instance in Ibis respect- 
Men were imprisoned and fined, hut the judg- 
ments were not executed. Well, what did the 
people do? Did they secede? Did they talk 
about the right of eminent domain? Did they 
capture the mints? Did they Beduce the officers 
of the army from allegiance to the country ? Did 
they organise a Provisional Government? No, 
They just exercised the power given in tho Con- 
stitution— tho power of the ballot-box— and away 
wont John Adorns, and away went the Congress, 
and away went, in a short time, the Judiciary, 
and Chase, himself, was impeached. 

Now, the question of that hour was not wheth- 
er men had the right to carry slaves into the Ter- 
ritories; it was not whether men had the right to 
reclaim a fugitive slave. But the question was 
whether they wonld be slaves themselves, or 



whetb bU take the reined; 

oar fathers, and effect a p> 
whole disorder. 

I know, Mr. President, am OoppU 
are not like those, but I know the 
rcct the present disorders, and n| 
remedy which was designed by the fi 
the Constitution to cure every ill, and t 
for everything but a causeless and wi 
die. 

What is it a National Convention can 
Some gaajSoBea say they ant afraid: 
National Convention— I hat the peopl 
North have got tho power and can voto 
and refuse to give us satisfaction. That 
hut, on the other hand, they may do ei 
we want done. They have the power to d 
they arc the only people who have it 
and one of two coin vitabl 

break off from the Government, and ft 
action of our sisters whom wo amy ai 
wrong, or go to the fountain head (hat 
all evils. If they will give as satis fail 
will complain? What heart will c. 
If they refuse, can we bo In a wc 
ation than now? I say to the g 
from Marion; and I could point tj 
two other gentlemen also; I say to them 
sion be n right. It will do to keep. It m 
We shall have as good a chance to use 
year, or two years, as now, und in tl 
time we can be getting rcady 
preparing to use the remedy. Ko 
remarks I don't mean that 
the proper remedy, for I hold that in a; 
it we should bo guilty before the wi.ri : 
an example by which all future gon 
must be destroyed- There is however 1 
of revolution, but before we can exet 
right wc must take preliminary steps it 
crciseof constitutional remedies. I see 
ginia has intimated in a report from a ct 
in her Convention— the chairman of w| 
an old student of mine in New York, fb 
ago. Mr. Conrod, a gentleman who r 
Harper's Ferry, within a Tew ■ 
John Brown and his compeer patrh 
hung — this report from tho coma 
which ho is chairman, suggests I 
priety of a Border State ConTci 
the city of Frankfort, 1. Is rhi 

May. I trust that we shall nil vote to 
cate with these Bolder States, Bat we c 
then-. That would not be final, for at 
whatever route wo travel, whether in i 
line or a circumbendibus— whatever « 
go, at last we must reach a National Cot 
There, our trouble will bo brought 
there we will know whether wo can 
in peace, or whether we shall have 
peaceably or forcibly. Now 1 do sot 
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' here donhts the aneonivoi'al nature 

fe>'UIltrr. I have loved it 
0.1 lotny manhood, as the 
." on earth. All my hopes are 
I up in ii I betttve tbe bopes of bmnan- 
ed in ii, luit I know Hill enoo - 

■no 1 !— [know 
iirocct i- n poaHlve an J iudispena*- 
:i l ihcrc Is no man in iliLs country 
brains, I>ul mast accord to 
Ion adjustment, a fair and hoiv 

Dl fair to the North and 
ibc South, is an IlldlipMw Wt necessity, 
as a basis of adjustment the 
en resolution*. In a conference of the 
State* our mutual counsels may re- 
stblng different from theCri: 
.because the Crittenden resolutions are 
i nor lew than a means to an end, 
arc seeking to reach that end. I was at 
pened to the culling of any preliminary 
km, b • '"''■ ii '1- l ; 

jne of the remedies provided for. nl- 
ll nothing in tlio Constitution that 
such a remedy. It is merely a discussion 
laaoebitiuTi of mind with mind, diie< tcl 
nblic ills and a mciins of pacification. I 
5r*t opposed to it, because I thought that 
aH ttt>n directly up BO Ota Northern 
3 hi the form and manner which was 
Constitutional, and which would bo final, 
only method by which we could j»nni 
our sentiment?. But, I believe npon 
a, It is wiser to take a Border Convention, 
ly for thi* reason: that there is a lit lie 
ee as to what are the causes ui" OUT 
li Smith Carolina were to write down 
in, it would not bo our cause. We know 
I na goes out of this Union, not by 
if any trouble about the slavery agitation, 
goes out upon the idea that the revenue 
• United States has worked agsres- 
pon her. For lliirty yours her agents— 
A men aa McDulBe— have been striving 
the forty halo theory an it is called-, a tbe- 
"rhii'h, as South Carolina thinks, the Gov- 
J of the United States gets, and the North 
that South Carolina loses, and somebody 
rty bales of cotton out of every hundred 
in South Carolina; and if it were true, it 
■e an oppression which no people could 
x ll is taxing the people "heavily, and to 
inch an oppression, they would be justified 
■ting to revolution, if there could be no 
neat to the Constitution, or if their opprcs- 

Enot be remedied by Constitutional 
raid if the Gulf States, the cotton 
e called oft to write their grievances, 
ght not lie what we would write. What 
mean by saying In that remaikable 



letter of his, that he was "anxious to pre I 

:!i tton Hi. i'. ■ iota ■ n i"luliiHi?" Vt ' 

Btal ■■■? Why not all the slave Si 
Why did his scope of vMon contemplsi 
pleasure and complaretiey ncha result as the 
precipitation of the cotton Stages into a revolu- 
tion? Think of that. It was one of the trouble* 
at our efforts at pacification, anil it will h oik- of 
the troubles in bringing them bock, beeau- 
clearly tlint their M' 

and provisions of the valley of the West, nod get 
their mnun factored goods from toftSKL There 
is the whole desire. That is the desire and that 
is the wish that precipitated the cotton State.- into 
ii n -volution. It will be a formidable idea : 
in a rcadjusnrent. Theso people— I mean the 
— have been in earnest about this 
matter for a great many years. The idea started 
in South Carolina, under the dominion and power 
of f.ucli minds as McDufliic, Calhoun and Havnc. 
It has exhibited itself in various ways— in the 
establishment of a Southern commerce as a rival 
to ilir centralization of commerce in New York. 
I Wish to say I have no disposition to prevent our 
Southern brethren from endeavoring by enter- 
prise, legislation and capital, to change the chan- 
nels of the commerce of the United States, if all 
is done in harmony with the Constitution of 
the country and violates no law. I should like to 
see a great commercial emporium rising upon 
the Atlantic sea board of the South. I would be 
pleased to see it, as large benefits would result 
to us in the West, wo people of Missouri and St. 
Louis, by opening a new channel for the t rude of 
Europe, and by decreasing the monopolizing 
power of centralization in the bay of Neu 

I know the people of the West and the South,. 
are puying brokerage to the people of N. Y., and 
have been for years. They am the money 
changers, and get millions from us in tlio South 
in the way oi exchange. Look at tha difference 
between exchange sterling in New Orleans and 
New York. It is o per cent, at New Orleans and 
9 per cant at New York. And why ? Because 
the demand lor exchange sterling is small at 
New Orleans, and great at New York. But I do 
not want these benefits to bo brought about at 
the expense of tho Constitution of my country, 
or at the sacrifice and dissolution of this Govern- 
ment. Still, in spite of the temptation— the glitter- 
ing temptation of a Southern Republic, whoso 
basis is cotton, and whoso policy is free trade 
with Europe, and provisions from ns— notwith- 
standing the glittering and fascinating character 
of that government so founded, 1 am 
satisfied if wo do our duty and the 
North discharges its' duty, that ephemeral 
power will fade away into thin air, dissolved 
by the dews of patriotism. They will comeback 
because the difficulties are so tn-eat. All govern- 
ments are difficult in erection ', it is a much cades 



task to pull down than to bulla up. Oar South- 
ern brethren nre kit inning to Had this out. Lou- 
isiana is this day debating where she shall go— 
whether she shall stand by herself or enter a 
Provisional Government. Look at tu-r secession 
and Union papers, and there you will And a won- 
derful concurrence of opinion about the propri- 
ety of considering *rl n Ihey nre to go. Wlen- 
c. ri Louisiana begins to hesitate — after she hai 
to Ibis tempest of secession— where she 
is going, there is no doubt abont where she 
will gu. She will not go at all. She will 
simply come back. She knows there are other 
difficulties which she would have to meet as an 
independent government. She is at the mouth 
Mississippi, and knows the necessity of 
this great valley. She know*, likewise, that the 
people of tlits valley will never permit her to take 
jurisdiction of that stream, however mildly she 
may be disposed to exorcise that power. It is 
one of the impossibilities of her geographical 
position. Again, the position occupied by that 
government make* extraordinary demands on 
her people : export duties on cotton, a standing 
army, taxation never felt before by the | 
*nfl murmurs arising from taxation. Taxation 
Is the almost universal source of revolution. — 
Taxation has made revolution the world over. 
As i«un as the sensitive pocket nerve of the 
people Is touched, ai the hand goes down deeper 
and deeper to meet the exigencies of the govern- 
ment, the people will begin to think of their con- 
dition before theyswnng from the Union. Every 
man trill be prepared to speak to his neighbor of 
the BiiLie-of thing.* that previously existed, and a 
patriotic feeling will set in which will hurl their 
oppreseers from power, ju>t as the Missouri river, 
where it meets with the Mississippi, hnrls upon 
the oppftsKe shore the more peaceful waters of 
the Mississippi- But the government at Mont- 
gomery Is not the Only government that is in 
trouble. The Government at Washington is in 
BrMMb. It is a very easy thing to talk about 
coercion, but the difficulty presents itself at last 
that you must coma down to constitutional moans 
to acoomplish that object; and the more the 
Cabinet studios the matter, the more they will 
perceive the impediments thrown in tha 
way of recklessness, if recklessness is the 
desire. I am glad of it. if my old friend Lincoln 
— whom as a man I greatly respect— for whoso 
intellect 1 have bad a regard and have still, in 
spite of hii itinerant speeches— if he would give 
me his ear, and my voice would have any influ- 
ence, I would tell him, Withdraw your forces from 
Sumter ; don't collect the revenue, you cannot do it ; 
It cannot bo done unle*s you change your laws; you 
have got no warehouses to meet the demands of 
the importer; if he says I will put my goods In 
bond, you cannot do anything. A multitude of 
agents would have to bo created to carry it uvio 



etTr.it, and 11 would result in a dead 
bankruptcy to those who look upon i 
means of filling dM empty coffers. D< 
think Seward Bees it ? I : a mi 

d States with a fa! than I 

Seward. He has great vision and ambl 
is ambitions, as every such man must be 
of nature; forgeniua lias a prim i pie inij-l 
it that U not content with the mm of 
time, but has iu eyes always on poste 
£nat man In this world has ever made I 
upon the age In which he lived, Out lie 
likewise make it upon after apes, and 1 
would make it upon after ages. No ni 
felt his aspirations bounded by the age in i 
lived; and these (Treat mpirs 
mind as a conservative power, because 
speaks by the soul, and that, too, after It 
that held It moulders into dust ; yon can 
Is fy this genius without giving ii 
and it is this that ha*, in alt ages, mad< 
conservative. I wish I had the power 
sue this line of thought. I wish I ct 
rid of the impression, likewise, that I am 
ing too much of your time. But there is 
subject upon which I have thought a great i 
touching which I have a conviction that 
of Importance, and that I mast try, at 
deliver before I take my scat. 

I am of opinion, Mr. President, th.it th 
ry agitation, all the world over, not only i 
lea, but everwherc, is in its last throes, 
the timo Is not distant when you will not 
whimper of this slavery agitation in An 
Europe. I know how difficult it f*, and h 
It may be to assume the prerogative of ti 
determine the future, hot to my mind it • 
me this mon be the logical resnl t of the ( 
workings of this material and practical 
which we live. The great fountninhcad 
slavery agitation was Exeter Hall, in E 
Under i» influence, as was ably shown 
colleague, (Mr. Gantt)— under iu InftU! 
gethcr with thatofWilborforce anil • 
England abolished slavery in her West Ii 
onics. Would she have done it i 
West India colonies had raised coi: 
think England would have ever abolished 
in that island if It had been a cotton g 
inland? 1 think not. If that were a cotto 
tag island this day, England would : 
cotton there by involuntary servitude I 
form. She would toko tha African in so? 
and pnt him under bonds, or she would t 
coolie and apprentice him, or in some I 
other she would be engaged in theeuliui* 
curious plant by Involuntary servitude. 
Because more than 10,000,000 of pot 
quire the cultivation of that plant 
said, years ago, that the man who 
0« uisiorv of the cotton plant will 
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a ne»" the period 

rmsvv i 'ir Government, when 

bad to pat an c-timfite upon these 
brought from Die shores of Africa, 
i small concern. It won not a living 
idea in the world, bnt the invention of 
started it ont into the channels of trade 
man cannot bo decent without cot- 
womaa cither. We cannot ileep En 
« beds without IL There is no auoli- 
iet WBrJO) B f ChCT, or Phillips hfm- 
tves without cotton. He wars it in 
s family, his wife und children arc 
l« it- The food ho eats springs from 
I h a source of s lave labor, as well 
sury. And although this consideration 
n potent enough 10 stop fanaticism in 
, yet fanaticism, under Providence, is 
V. Is upon this philosophy that strong 
exhaust themselves. All fanati isms 
nid hare been short lived; for it is tho 
• nature. The longest fanaticism in 
of tin- world was that of England, 
fanaticism of the sword. It was a 
iu a period of the world's history 
Iry prevailed; when men would meet 
i an I (him a ljuee with each other, 
.xeinthe actual field of bat- 
was no commerce, and there was no 
ntof eivilhuition; England was noth- 
■ grcut cump — a marshalled and 
ip. Iu few merchant* that werv 
London, did not understand tho value 
die and the loom. These were not 
notion. Commerce did not depend 
RM, There was no great Jn- 
that ago opposed to fanaticism; 
«foro, it could run riot and work deeds 
in Palestine, mid attempt to rescue 
p of tho Moslem the tomb of tho 
But, if Englnnd hud been in that day, 

bow, iiu iv;. r the 11 rmll eotH l tttdrq 

. Fanaticism may run riot, when it is 
wd to the material interest of tho age. 
Exeter Hall now doing in England? 
is a time when the was a power in that 
Parliament and the London Tunes now 
know England, for a number of years, 
truggling to grow cotton elsewhere 
United States. You know tho partial 
crop, at one time, made it nei-esaa- 
e should look for a supply from 
She sent out pioneer, in every 
ho vision of those, practical states* 
liad been looking all over the 
find cotton — in India, Africa, 
d South America, and France, likc- 
g her Algeria, to bring about 
ult. But is there anybody here that 
w the white matt i 

a not the man to keep the 



looms and spindles of England in operation. If 
It Is to be done, it must be by tho Coolie or tho 
African. Inthatremarknblccontini-rr.il 
England is now endeavoring to cultivate the cot- 
ton seed, the African must grow the cotton 
looms and spindles of England if it is gro* 
thereat all. So, as we look everywhere over the 
surface of the globe, wherever wo And the geolo- 
gical formation that will admit the growth of cot- 
ton, we find that it will be an impossibility Hint 
it shall be grown bv anybody but no interior race 
under the domination of a superior race. Eng- 
land has already proposed to give the (Qui 
of Dahomjr so much money for the growth of to 
mm h ■ KJttOJL I have attempted toexpo-c tin: 
';ih! of these crowned dynasties, by show- 
ing that while they are willing to crush out 
every aspiration of liberty in the breast of the 
white man, they con be very benevolent toward 
Africa, because that country cannot endanger 
monarchy. I say, in the anti-slavery agitation 
of the North, i hey cannot find any charities for 
man, mid it is because they can make no 
political capital out of the red man. But they 
can do it out of the black man. I wonder that 
these men who are engaged in a ml«sion in be- 
half of the black man, cannot extend their sym- 
pathy towards the Indian. When I said in a hu- 
morous way yesterday that tho red main 
sii'-li u condition as to inspire the hope of ulti- 
mate extinction, one of my friends coul J. not ap- 
l the MTiriini-nt, BteftQM he felt a sympa- 
thy for that noble rncc. We have taken 
their country. Our cities and our houses 
rest upon the groves of their dead. We 
have denied them dominion of tho soil 
and subjected them, and I suppose Boston 
stands upon the graves of Indians, as well at. 
New York and other proud cities which, under 
the free play of our institutions, have arisen 
through the country. The free labor in the Ninth 
is now working upon the grove and the home of 
the red man, and yet there is not a ninn or wo- 
man there in this age of woman's rights, that 
have associations or charity und licucvotcnce for 
the benefit of the condition of tho red man. 

As I have already shown this slavery ngltutiou 
has entered into the organiziiti i 
North and South. What does Englnnd say In 
view of the probable disruptnre of our Govern- 
ment? The London Time* comes out in an ar- 
ticle in which it says :— '' It must bu confessed 
that Exeter Hall WHS popular in this Maud; it 
must be confessed that WbCO Mrs. BfeOWO HOttHU 
her work, this Island furnished a million of ap- 
preciative and hungry reader*; and tt inns; 
be confessed also, that alt tills U abstmot- 
Tie- Am.ri<-uns must look t& things in Hi 

Looking Souti ty what would Ur- 

il and Manchester be without sLu. >,• labatl 



What would be Hie randl 

oat slave tabor? Every man who has »• 

i!m II mac of I."h1- nr ( red thr 

I It u. and If yon go across tin- channel, tod 

0] tn ill cntt •■!" linpcririli.-iii, y- 

find .In- HUM Mm, Kwry man that knows Na- 
poleon tlio III ■" a far seeing man, 
and that lie knows how marli 
tf h than iho sword. Every miiu who has paid 
B to his movement, knows that r hen- 
is no abstraction under Heaven to whi-di In' 
would sacrifice the interests of France. Looking 
to those two most important nations— looking to 
their manufactures, their commerce, and looki n g 
(0 l be okmeata lb t 

don't toe ihnv ii is jnis-iiiii'. tn avoid the conclu- 
sion that in the Old World, at least Exeti .t Hull 
"dry np." How j- it tA home? At this 
dav Phillips cannot eet an audi i '-ton to 

miikc anti-slavery harangues. 

Phillips is one of those (rifted men in the world 
wlu. have the 'harm of eloquence. Afineroraror 
dors not live on the earth to-day, perhaps, than 
Phillip*. He ha* held spell-bound, multitudes of 

■] peoplc>, year after year, arid now. in 
i bj tin- very hot-bed of fanat- 
icism, he cannot speak. He is dependent upon a 
BepnbUsas mayor to save him from the action of 
n mob. Look closer; come to Chicagoand look at 
their platform. See how small a part of that plat- 
form is confined to the slavery plnnk. It is a 
parenthetical article in a large proCTammo of 
policy. I know they made the most of it in the 
lute contest, lint ] think I only do the supporter* 
ot tli- Chicago platform justice in saying that 
trie did not intend to use slavery agitation longer 
than in that tingle eampnign, They made the 

if it. They fonghtlt with infinite skill and 
energy; bnt it is manifest from the structure 
of their platform th.it they lot) fa I faNnvri to a 
period of time In which this slavery nvitution 
would die, and that they would h- ci«inpi:lh;d Jo 
stake themselves upon other policies. What are 
those otheT policies sketched iu that platform? 
Right or wrong there is a magnitude in them. 
Look at their action in Congress, before the Chi- 

''itform wasmado. Notwithstanding many 
•■f them came from the Atlantic seaboard, jet 
when the question was raised, shall Congress 
grant aid to the OCCUfa st,. amers 5 whore did 

Republicans plant themselves. They voted 
MCAinat it, and instead they favored a Pacific 
road, telegraphic linos and the homestead bill, 
aud tlio cam trig of the mails across our continent 
tii the smooth sea. Why did they favor the home- 
>fv. ! hill? It ti 'lie, as Seward said in ids Madison 
irv lor free labor. Free labor 
in America isfastapproximaiing M the European 

Lrd of value, says the philosopher of An- 
fmrn [a /lis Mud is on speech. 



Free labor, that has been *o m.i 
the monopolising lnteiteel of thi- country 
live in the North. It must have it 
great West We must lift no 
and make it the home and outlet of fro 
In other words, Seward ihat a 

can arise in this land and maintain itad 
North or Sonth, without it attaches itsd 
great scat of empire, and every pin 
cafgo platform that is a matrriDl planl 
looks to the - it of jo.-, i r In I 

3 agitation was only incidental; tb> 
Ibe mosl of it, bnt th.-v have provide 
to Bdl baot upon. The men who 
■ v.. iv NVMaing i know 

Atlantic dynasties must perish, and ' 
seat of empire is here in tin 
thu 'West iv ill have a potential 
in the legislation of the connnrj 
"Westward the star of empire takes i 
aud the politicians are sharp enough I 
beams of light, F©C nil these reasons, I 
is notsad, like that of my friend from CI 
Moss) or hopeless, like that of nv 
Jackson (Mr. Comingo.) I look forwa 
fully and cheerfully thi 'hick g 

the present, and I so; the Ughl bi 
clear to me that we shall have an adjust* 
is u clear to my mind as I 
vision when I seethe eastern boriion 
with the dawning light, mid thereby ki 
the gates are open and that the g 
soon arise, 

I should not feel happy unless I look 
my country as a whole. I want 
the South. I want the whole \ 
whole South. I turn my • 
land upon our Atlantic border, m 
monuments of patriot! . 
soul. First, I look at Monltrie— classic 
and an altar dedicated ta IttMMgr 
pens and the Guilford Courthouse, and C 
and King's Mountain. I tee these as ctal 
rktown, and thus I remem'icr som 
name* — a Pi 

Una,] al.utlcdge.l 
a Sumter— glorious, gallant Sumter— a J 
Sargeant Jasper— a Marion, and a thonsa 
worthies that belong to i are n 

crty, my glory, my aaseta— • part of tn 
nud derived from the birthright of Amerf 
zensliip, and I never could give them to; 
indivisible. Now let me look 
in the great panorama that com-:* befor 
Concord and Lexington nud Brc 
ker's 1111, and there i^ Harlem H-dghU » 
ny Polnl and Saratogal Arid aj 
mine also? Are they not my assets al 
i hey not belong to me and yon? 
divisible? Then there are the namea 1 
crowd of noble 
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at among tho first martyrs I see a Wnr> 

the Mood upon hU breast oa Bunt.r's 

hi would the lime-, were cone again 

en from the South would ru»h to the as-. 

of the North in time of need, as they 

my native State from a little valley on 

andoah, when the first blood was spilt at 

They wen; BM ti.mhled In the vaDey 

henandoah, then, with hostile feeling, 

said these men in HiasaachaMtti arc our 

ig for liberty, a 

e hundred and fifty men met top 

Id take a bee-line for Boston; and thru 

old also, fifty years from that day, on the 

iry of their man.li, meet at their place 

jvous, and upon the I > inks of the Shen- 

Mlebrate their mar<-h. They went, and 

'ashington saw the in : they were dresacd 

miti- Hie people of that day, 

hunting shirt*; hnt Washington knew 

Stevenson. Springing from bis 

1 1 1 ic brave man by both bonds. 

old not apeak; how could he, 

« tears of patriotism burst from his 

I overwhelmed and drowned his voice ? 

at the cause of Virginia, hut it was the 

Virginia's brethren in the North. Etran 

present had not then sprung up. Doubt- 

e errors spring up naturally because of 

ptny of our institutions., ginii_- inJe- 

tof mind and thought to all; and surely 
! best mode of all by which we ran root 
-by the free play of Intellect and ren- 
L after these errors have subsided we H i ;i 
lore a quiet people — a greater people 
ooger people than we ever wore. Having 
n suffer the ills of adversity, and coming 
i« trial more vigorous and full arm. 
i all the powers that will make us great 
e affection that makes us brothers, 
kST. Now, sir, at lir-t tlfjhl it ■. -rurrod 
en could be no argument against n reso- 
' that description. (The II ret of the so- 
rted by the Committee on Federal Rela- 
We all admit that we nre now in trouble, 
loubts It. Every argument that baa been 

!in this Convention has been made in 
to this matter, that we are in trouble, 
e these troubles ? Is our commerce and 
the same as heretofore? Is the 
> ml quiet of the country as it has 
eretofore? Are the minds of this 
i numl>er of people in as qniet and 
a condition as before the present agita- 
commenced? I think there are many 
> operate upon the minds of the people, 
auses are weighed differently by dif- 
iuls, as illustrated by the members 
•ntion, and the people through 
If we have any cause, what is that 
»vc the Southern people of thi 



fedcracy, who have withdrawn from the prcsr. 
fordoing so. Arethey not e< 

for (1,-ir own jtl lifir I'amlUe 

and their firesides? They ore well aware from tin 
aggressions of the North as thoy n lulci.- tan> I the m , 
that in the event of the entire success of it.- own 
opinions, it is (be intention of the Republican 
party to extinguish the institution of sloven.-, and 
by extinguishing it do they not at once extin- 
guish all their hope for the present and the fu- 
ture. Their vory sustcua on the 
maintenance of the slavo institutions of the 
South. Upon the slave property of the Sout 
depends the cultivation of the soil which, 
on account of the warnrclimato of the South, 
cannot be cultivated by any other labor tha 
•lave labor. Who can inula- cotton? Can 
white labor be performed in that count 
so as to make it profitable? Groat Britain ha 
tried various plans to run in opposition to the 
slavery of the South, but without success. Cot- 
ton can bo supplied more cheaply from tti 
Southern States, than from anywhere else I say, 
then, this is a question of life and death to South- 
ern interests. We are exempt from that ■ -ause M 
a greatextent. Our Institution* tn like tin irs, 
and though wo might live wlthont slavery, yet 
our interests are identical wHfa Idem, and I thin 
wo can, with strict justice, to ourselves, say 
Southern people that they have not at least done 
very wrong in taking the course they have. 
limy be considered and pointed out a.- a seces 
• ionist, but I any such is not the case. I am n«i 
secessionist. I do not represent a scccssio. 
Btltnency. I represent a> honorablo a eg 
ency.as high-minded and patriotic a con 
euey us any representative on this floor. Tliey i 
not seccss ionists . They arc men wh o an i 
of their just and independent rights, an 
would soy to any person opposed to their Inter- 
est, we demand our rights; we do not intend 
to come with suppliant knee and petition for our 
rights, hut we come boldly and tar we di 
our rights, and nothing more; wo «raataofldn| 
more than strict, honest, just and BB 
rights, hut bring n magnanimous people, and 
baktog tol ■ ' obi i hmsV nil ■ • idMort 

dition of the public mind, wo are witling to say I 
will compromise and take what our sister b 
States arc willing to accept. Under these cir- 
cumstances, we are ready to soy, if yon will not 
continue your aggressive acts, wo wfll 
with you; but If you coulluue 10 persevere It 
those acts, we must then till b Ml Oil DM >■ 

Mr. l'M-i'l' nr, I don'l think It 1* no 
sary, and Mtdwz would 1 undertake todlaonl 
this question in relation to the form 
government. 1 eottOfllTe it to b '" Qtt 

question at hums. We are calk I 
purpose; our country Is in trouble, MM *« are 
called here to bring about some means of 






dilation If we can do so. Wliat lias the founda- 
tion of the government Jo do with the reconcilia- 
tion of these difficulties. The Tacts are before us ; 
oar country is dismembered ; commerce is tram- 
melled ; we. are fettered in many ways, and is It 
not indisputably necessary that we should set all 
irrelevant questions aside, and say at once to the 
country gj large, what wo think should be done? 
Now the Crittenden plan of adjustment baa been 
proposed. I believe it is acceptable to a majority 
n, and to a majority of the peo- 
ple nf Missouri, The Crittenden amendii; 
tends to Territories hereafter to bo aoqnirad. I do 
not think there can be any serious obji • 
the adoption of a proposition of that kind. But 
wo know that in accepting that, we are not get- 
ting the full extent of our rights; but, as a mag- 
nanimous peoplu, and for the sake of compro- 
mise, we say we are willing to accept a little less 
than onr rights, and compromise these difficulties. 

If the difficulties under which we arc laboring— 
if I can consider ia relation to the difficulties and 
troubles that cansed our Southern brethren to se- 
cede, If they aro operating upon us— if these trou- 
hies have en used seven States to secede, and most 
of the other slave States to call Conventions, 
and take into consideration these difficulties, is it 
not necessary that we should pause, and reflect 
before we say there is no cause why Missouri 
should separate or change her form of govern- 
men t . I think there is ample cause. There la at 
present — and I am speaking to an int< indent au- 
dience— there is, I say, ample cause why Iflasood 
should secede. But I do not wish it to bo under- 
i.it I advocate the. doctrine of secession. 
I say, however, we havo cause to 
but good sound policy requires ns us u mag- 
nanimous people to act in cooperation with 
• ier States.and bring nbout a reconciliation, 
U ! bring back the Government to its pristine pu- 
-u.h a thing can he brought about. It 
would bo the happiest act of my life if I could 
in any degree bring about that desirable end. — 
When I came to this Convention there were oth- 
er subjects on which I expected to speak, but as, 
we have the privilege of speaking to each of tln-o 
resolutions, I will not occupy any more lime. I 
wish, however, to say in conclusion, to the latter 
part of this resolution, that it is the duty and for 
the interest and. welfare of Missouri, ante all cfr- 
eumstanccs, to exert herself so as to secure the 
rjgbt* and equalities of the States. 

lir. JLLLBK. Ia the conclusion of my 
the other evening, I remarked that in the event 
that an adjustment could bo accomplished bo- 
tween the North and the South; that if we could 
the Sonthern States to come back into the 
Union again, that I would be ready to act as the 
father in the ease of the Prodigal Son; that I 
« niild go out and meet them, and fall upon their 
tad Uw (hem. The question is, whether 



f would bo for lii it the gentle- 

men. In that case it would be the ladies 1 would 
be in favor of kissing. 

Mr. Jtr.DD. Before the resolution is passed up- 
on I desire to offer an amendment. Ami 
first resolution by striking out tho word "' oaasc " 
and inserting in place thereof the m . 
live," I will not say any thing further, Mr, Presi- 
dent, except this: the Convention knows toy 
in relation to the causes that exist b the 
Rtaapc of violations to the Constitution. It knows 
also that my views ure, that when these ranis 
are sufficient to justify it a State has the right of 
fulling back, as the Convention of Virginia kai 
expressed It, upon its reserved rights. The wen! 
•" may bo used aa synonymous with tie 
word "motive," and I believe it Is so tiinl.— 
If so used in that resolution I have no 06" 
jeciion to the resolution; but it is not sJwsji 
so used. If, however, we design to use it at 
that sense, and nnder 1 1 . . - 1 aiadng slate of 
things, and in view of an amicable adjn 
declare that there is no motive adequate to im- 
pel to withdraw, then I havo no objection to the 
resolution. It meow my views. But I offer tail 
amendment simply that tlio Idea may stand oat 
plainly npon this resolution. 

The vote was then taken and the nrnfn/hnW 
was lost. Tho original resolution was tliea 
adopted — nyt» 89, noes 1, 31: 
negative. 

The Chair. I will remark to the Chalrrasnof 
the Committee on Federal Relatf jus, Hi 
fered a resolution which was laid upon thetsW* 
and ordered to bo printed. Does he it 
have it acted upon now? 

Mr. Gamble. The resolution was offered *• 
an additional resolution, and not a 

Mr. Bouob offered an amendment to ' 
resolution: 

Jttsohcd, That, In order to r rinlif 

under tho Constitution, it is of the greatest im- 
portenco that the public peace be preserved, sail, 
In tho opinion of thin Convention, it cannot lw 
done if the General Government contii 
ocenpation of forts in the seceding Sir^: 
therefore, request the President of the United 
States to withdraw the troops from those fortt- 

Mr. Houon. I may at another time be able* 
say something in regard to this propositi 
at present I am too much indisposed to do so. 

Mr, Gvmiu.b, I understood yesterday tast 
the motion was to toko up the resolutions la t*» 
order in which they were reported. 

XhoCnAiB. I think not. I asked the gmti* 
man from St. I.ouii if be di •■ i ke tbs 

motion in that form and he said no. 

Mr. Gamble. If it is in order I m 
motion now, and also that this proposed ■mmf' 
I to laid on the table and printed. Tho mo- 
tion was sustained. 
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resolution was then taken up nod 
Jopted — ayes 90, nay* none. 

I resolution was tlien taken up : 

, That tlic people of this State deem 
nrnn 10 the Constitution of the United 
sosed by the Hon. John .1. Crittenden, 
If, wiili ihe extension of the same to 
r hereafter to bo acquired by treaty or 
x bisis of adjustment which will sne- 
rninc tbr causes of difference foreverr 
"ena of national politics. 
t then offered the following as an 
ki 

ly adding, "And in the event of are- 

e Northern States to ugree or consent 

aJj u-imtnt of the slavery question, 

tens Virginia, Muiylaud, North Caro- 

•Itansns and Kentucky Hholl de- 

iliangc the relations they now hold to 

i anient, the State of Missouri 

to take a firm and decided stand 

tea." 

and noes were demanded. 

KXrLJkXjkTlOX OF VOTES. 

iii'HAN. Before I vote I wiih to cx- 
on so important a resolu- 
iving my reasons. I think, 
forth au ultimatum, and that I 
J tix The naehufon to which this 
l Is offered, I had the honor of offering 
issouri has no right to offer on ulti- 
licr to tlic Border slave States, the 

rtes or the- Northern States. lama 
I go for the whole Union— tlic en- 
I go for it North, South, East and 
) not intend to bring about a calamity 
■troy the Border slave States and the 
n. I do not intend to say how long I 
:p uphold this Union which our fathers 
"hey were seven years in building it, 
miracles were wrought i:> EM 
First, tho revolution, which lasted 
:i years of blood and carnage 
ig, nnd finally crowned with victory. 
formation of this Constitution— which 
years more — by men of the purest 
id of unquestioned patriotism; and 
Jk of settling this question in nday, 
reap the fruition of their labors 
■sand greater fold than wus ever 
by than. Sir, I am willing lo serve 
yenTs, and! take every means for the 
i Union. I am willing to serve 
lacob served, bcfoic this Union shaU 
!. I am not going to ray when I shall 
not going to say when Missouri shall 
r! Never, while hope ib left. HHtthf 
I -n man I shall only die when 
Applause.] 



Tin: in » i n.. Mr. Scrgeant-ot-arms, if there ii 
any moru clicciing in the lobby, you will please 
remoro those guilty of it. 

Mr. Dont>'£ll. In explanation of my vote on 
this subject, I feci it is our duty to co-operate f with 
the border slave States, and, in doing so, I feci 
that this is not the time for Missouri to offer an 
ultimatum. I believe the time will come when 
wo must co-operate with them, but I believe that 
HflM hM not yet come to express that determina- 
tion. When that time comes, then I believe this 
question will properly come up and not before. I 
therefore vote against the amendment. 

Mr. Dons. " Sufficient for the day is the evil 
thereof." When this question comes upon us I 
shall be prepared to meet it. To anticipate a 
question — to look forward in the course of event* 
and say that if such and such things happen, we 
will do (Inn and so, is, in my opinion, unwise and 
improper. Besides, I understand the amend- 
ment to take the position that unless the Critten- 
den amendments to the Constitution shall be 
adopted, then we will go for nothing else. I am 
opposed to Missouri placing herself in such a 
position. I indorse those amendments to the 
Constitution most heartily and cordially, 
but yet it may turn out that, we may not be uble 
to get the Crittenden amendments to the Consti- 
tution, and we may get something that will suit 
us even better than the Crittenden amendments. 
I know not how this may be, but I deem it unwise 
that this Convention shall place itself In the pre- 
dicament of saying that nothing, either better or 
worse than the Crittenden amendments, will sat- 
isfy us. I am opposed to taking that po iH-'ii. 
It would bejuvt as unwise to say to the physician 
attending on some dear friend, if the dose of 
medicine first prepared should fail to cure tho 
patient, it is no use to try anything dMV— 
What would the wise physician do in that cose? 
If the dose he administers fails to cure, he would 
try another and another, as long as there Is hope 
of saving the life of the patient. So wo should act. 
We ihould act in reference to ourpolitteal troubles 
as the wise physician would net In reference to 
his patient, and us he would resort to any and ev- 
ery means that could promise a restoration of his 
patient's health, so we should resort to every 
means to secure an honorable adjustment of our 
difficulties and the restoration of our Union. 
We should not say in advance, if this (■ 
anything else fails, we will go for a dissolution 
of the Union. Wo should leave ourselves in a 
condition to resort to any and every means of 
adjustment, in order that our constitutional 
rights may be aecoTod In the Union. Now, I 
shall vote against tho amendment. I d» not wish 
to be understood, however, to say that, if, in aptta 
of all our effort* to procure an amicable adjust- 
ment—if, in spite of all our efforts to preserra 
the Union -if, in spite of nil we may do now or 
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hereafter, redress should bo roftwed. awl ft dis- 
solution of the Uniim MM npon ns, 
and the slave nnd free Statu should separate fri an 

i-h to be ui 
TOtlng against the amendment, that I would noj 
tti''fi !.e la favor of Missouri taking licr p 
with the South. That would be her position after 
all oat efforts have failed; after all hope of sav- 
ing the Union is lost, and we are left to choose I 
between tho Northern and Southern Republics, 

Missouri will take her position with her ii»- I 
ter States of the Sooth. I 'I" n.it wi-h to bemis- ' 
tin ! -r-toodiu voting against this amendment in 
rctrsrd to that matter. But we ought not to take 
the dark side of the picture; we ought not to be 
looking to a dissolution of tho Union, but we 
ought to exert all our efforts to restore the Union 
and re-establish it. And here is tlu'distinetiou be* 
tni'cn ■ true Union man and a man who is not. A 
true Mend of the Union is looking forward anx- 
iously towards crcry method of adjustment by 
wiiji-ti oni rights can be secured and the Union 
pnserved, bat! BMtwboiaopposod to the Union 
is looking at the dark side of the pi tun-, and 
BMcMng after everything that is to work out our 
destruction, and saying thut If such a thing is not 
done the Union is gone. As a further explana- 
tion I hare but a single remark to make, and tluit 
is this: a*, the gentlemen who have addressed us 
so ably and eloquently, have paid their respects 
to the glorious Hag of our country, I wish to say I 
' j all they have »uiil in reference toil, but 
permit me to pay my respects to the proud bird 
of liberty, now perched above tho If H tae trrt 
stand. Recognising that eagle (pointing to it) us 
the type of liberty ond union, I cannot better ex- 
press my feelings upon the subject than by saying: 

"l'mud tiirill though marred by rttthlQM hands. 

Thy name each freeman gladly lulll. 
F"r well he know* In oth<>r lands, 

Before thy glnnc.* the despot quails: 
Stilt innXi thy cherHied home., among 

The shrines retrod liy our patrlut tlta, 
'Till the loot Mleptrc »tmll he wrung 

From tyrant hands— till Urns expire*." 

I vote no. 

Mr. Fimzieh. Thrive often been asked what 
I would do if these ni'tional difficulties cannot be 
settled; when wo have exhausted all means I 
have often been asked as to what COUTH Missouri 
thatM IrdBBj am I willing "to go with the North or 
with th-j 8onth? I have replied that my feelings 
are with the South, but at the same time I say 
this, if you go out it will not be by secession but 
by revolution. 

Mr. President, there is an amendment to the 
report by the Committee on Federal Relations, 
whi "h, it seems to me, U calculated to meet the 
wants anticipated in this amendment. I 
think, therefore, that there is no necessity fttf tlii- 
amendment. Permit mo to say, Mr. President, 
that tlovo this Union— Hove it better thanlhwe 



lan.'ii • s«, and I have determi! 

if I can do nothing to advance the peace i 

peiuity of the Union, I will 

de-tr. ■ 

comes from the Bast, the W<ett, the Nortl 

South, but God knows I lack Ungual 

the deep detestation I linn 
who hates my country and would brla 
.try's rain. 
|lr. Gdavemt. In explanation of ■ 

10 say that I run in favor of the pli 
jusrment proposed by Mr. Crittenden, 

aen n basis of adjustment m 
by the National Convention propoa 
in the resolutions. I believe that Miaou 
Dying a central position as she does, fib 
as a mediator, and endeavor to bring nh 
conciliation between the North udcl 
the subject of slavery. Hut I b a) 
pedtent to deiormine now that in the fi 
will take sides with theone party or the< 
we arc actinp; as peace makers — if I 
fir, to bring about a reconcili.. 
who are now divided, it doc* seem ton* 
would be inexpedient, in advance, to Jo 
wo will talus sides with the one part, 

Other, 

It Is true, Mr. President, that gentlcm 
argued here that the vote against 
thin kind is equivalent to the deolar 
will lake the other sido. It ■■■■ 
some that in voting against this mi 
declare that in case there can be no le 
Missouri should take her position by H 
the Northern States. But I 
such a construction can rightfully lie phi 
such a vote, and I shall not, thCT 
to vote against this amendment, if a r 
bad been submitted to this Couven 
thnt if no settlement could be eff' 
would tako her stand with the S 
have noted no upon such 
gentlemen who consider that to 
amendment, is equivalent to saying, "w 
with tho North," roold have accompli' 
ohjoct much better by offering a i 
In caso there can be no ftttement.Miast) 
tiny win be linked with t'ie North, and 
that resolution was voted down nnunimi 
cording to those logical gentlemen* It ' 
equivalent to saying that we will stand b 
of our sister States, of the South. I shal 
on the amendment 

Mr. Hatcher. I do not under* 
amendment to be in conflict • 
resolutions recommended by the Comi 
do not understand it to be an ultima tut 
in the event that all other di 
proper to dissolve tb 
Union nnd go South. I n 
iriet ou this floor— there is not a tnurc 1 



igs mid -whoso In 
Suuii era brethren if the eal 
n of the Union muni come. I know 
trice when I 

'i came 
to go S rant to go South also. I 

li, The coniiti-'n of my lungs has 
rh up to the present lime as to preclude 
n addressing this Convention, and m_v COO- 

■ through it upon the qnnMtta r.'iat 
ben presented for our action, TluM U 

situation, :.n ! 1 -hall then Tore bo brief 

ning m> position on thi.- amendment. 

stand tun" In this C on te nti on emphnti- 
> Itutlonnl Union man. I wm recog- 

tin- I'MnTiisa as a Union m:m. I represent 

n OOHtiturnry. They and I, are in 

r exhausting nil efforts to obtain an ad- 

the diillcnhie.s that now environ 

anger the perpetuity of the 

jT these States. We are not only in favor 

ting ail efforts to brine about that de- 

e, but we are willing to wait to 

!c time and labor for the reoonatrnction of 

iramrnl and the perpetuity of the Union. 

t all reasonable time lias been 

1, and when the Northern Slitter refuse M 

t factory guarantees to the ibvobokUsg 
ir equality in the Union, and the 
nance of their rights in the Union, and 
her slave States have seceded or rev- 
thin Union, it is then ais- 
fcnd the only question remaining is: 
will Missouri take her position? A\ ban 

■ throw berdeatlny? Will the be n tail to 

kite, or will she shake hands with 

athern sister*, and say, " Come weal or 

l como sui' shine or clouds, come lift- or 

will go with tbo Southern States, we 

i tor own blood and our own kin- 

-ir, If the proposi'ion before us was in 

mat ion no ultimatum held out to the North 

DP0D the Crittenden 

I should unhesitatingly vote against 

t I do not understand It at such. I un- 
MBoaaca the position, in substance, 

iter nil efforts have been exhausted 

ti for reconciliation, and the other 
tjBf bmt withdrawn frorn the Union, 
will be found in co-operation with li.-r 
Thni i- what I believe aha 
, and I believe it i-« only just to the re- 
vs to say so; and it is only 

bio, to un t to Northern 

may understand oar po 

importance of rendering justice to the 




slave State«. Giving that construction 
amendment, I shall vote aye. 

Mr. Rat. In explanation of my rote, Mr. 
nt, I have this to say: I am opposed to 
that amendment, because I understand thai it 
propose* to stake Missouri upon thoCri' 
proposition as an ultimatum. I understand that 
it propose* to say to the North ami In the bofta 
slave States, that ve will take Qui as a compro- 
mise, and nothing else; that we will not 
liberty to agree upon term* other than th 
twined In the Crittenden proposition. I am op- 

lIM • Convention of the State of M 
proposing any ultimatum upon this subject. Mr 
policy is this: I believe that Missouri, together 
with the other border slave States, ought to ex- 
haust all honorable efforts to secure on adjust- 
ment of present difficulties. I believe that it i3 
yet in the power of the border slave States, in- 
cluding North Carolina, Tennessee and glorious 
Arkansas, to saTe this Union and secure an ad- 
justment that will be honorable alike to the bor- 
der dare States, and that ought to Badsfj the 
States thot have gone out. \ believe tlmt by pur- 
suing n calm and difmiflcd course of th 
nnnccompanicd by any threats or menace, we ran 
yet save this Union and secure an honorable ad- 
justment, 1 am for taking the Crittenden com- 
promise, if we can get it, or any other compro- 
mi- 1 that Missouri, in consultation with theother 
border slave States, may deem satisfactory to 
their honor and interest; hut I am oppo 
staking the weal of Missouri on the Grit 
compromise as an ultimatum, 

There is another feature in the amendment 
about which I have this jo say: It looks to a 
contlngenc} - that in my mind never con and nrvtr 
will happen. Virginia, Kentucky, and the other 
border slave Suites that now remain in the ' 
that have withstood up to this hoar all the efforts 
to precipitate them into revolution, and that will, 
in my estimation, continue to stand glwiou-ly 
by this Union, in spite of all the efforts 
signing men to the contrary— I believe that 
those border States, having stood up to this hour, 
will never go out hereafter. It Is looking to a 
contingency that never can happen. I believe 
we can yet secure an adjustment ivy pursuing, 
as I have said, a calm, moderate course, unn- 
companled by any threat or menace. For this 
reason I am opposed to the amendment. But, 
Mr. President, should all honorable efforts for 
nn ndlustment ultimately fail; if that thing 
should happen which cennnot happen, name- 
ly, that all tbo border States now in 
jhe Union should go out of thi- Onion] 
my opinion then Is, whether wisely or unwisely, 
thot all the powers upon earth rould not bold 
Missouri in the Union. In that event, Mittouit 
would unite her destiny with the slave States, T 
vote im, 
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Mr. Foster. Mr. President, before casting 
my vote upon the amendment now pending to 
the tliirtl resolution, 1 desire to say that I was 
elected as a Union man, pledged to do all I could 
to preserve the Union, and maintain our consti- 
tutional rights, and was fully pledged against se- 
cession, iiud as yet I have been unable to discover 
any reason which would Induce me to aban- 
don that position. This amendment, if u 
would, to soy the lean of it, give aid and 
comfort to the secessionists, which I desire ahull 
not lie done. 1 desire that this Convention will 
not do anything that even squints tj 
gives aid or comfort to the enemies of this Gov- 
ernment. Thb amendment pledges Missouri 
that, in the event of the happening of certain 
con i in-. eda»j bj some of our Southern sister 
States, then Missouri will follow their example. 

Now, Mr, President, I tavo confidence in the 
wisdom and patriotism of the people of Virginia 
and Kentucky,, yW I have as much confidence lu 
the wisdom and patriotism of the people of Mis- 
souri as any people upon God's footstool, and 
that they are quite well calculated to determine 
for tin natives Ml questions that affect their in- 
terest. I am unwilling to hinjre the destinies of 
Missouri upon the action of any State. I am 
perfectly ivllllng to act in common wich the bor- 
der stave States to devise some plan to adjust the 
difficulties that now distract the country. 

Mr. President, I understand this amendment 
pledges Missouri, upon certain contingencies 
to take place by other States, that she will follow 
in thi-ir example, utid in regard to this amend- 
ment i had just as soon vote for an ordinance of 
ion, to take effect when the States of Vir- 
ginla and Kentucky shall secede, as to vote for 
this amendment. I de.-ire that our hands 
shall not be tied in that manner, but left 
free to act when the emergency shall arise, 
and not net prospectively on great questions that 
affect our interest. I was called upon an 
for a resolution, » fnv minutes since, which de- 
clares that there Is no adequate causu now exist 
ing to impel mo to dissolve my connection with 
my Government, and now I am called upon to 
support this amendment, which, in my judgment, 
is an Indirect attempt at seccst-lon, or, in other 
words, It pledges Missouri to secede upon certain 
contingencies that may result from the action of 
other States. 

Mr. President, this is one of the attempted in- 
roads of secession by the enemies of my country ; 
with this view.of the amendment, and, if I know 
anything of my own heart, I know that there 
Is not one drop of secession blood flawing In my 
gsjBl i therefore, with all pleasure imaginable to 
myself, and believing I am reflecting the will 
of my constituents, I vote no, 

Mr. ITi.Moiiri;, Mr. President, I Irian very 
tkOjr to explain my reasons for tasting my vole 



•gainst this amendment The amendment! 
the Constitution proposed by the I 
Crittenden, extending to territory h^rraTertol* 
ih quired, I consider a fair basis of adj- 
And when presented for the eoosUemrUm of lit 
conservative men of the Xorthern S 
of becoming respect, without cringing or thrmt 
cnlng, I believe they will meet aj 
nn 1 , in the language of the > 
much incliued to believe they will sucre*ifnlly 
move the i ■ renoe from the at 

Ics. I will, vole fur 

log us ii is. 

The amendment is objectionable brenoK is* 
clares that if such adjustment i | ied, seJ 

the rest of the slave States withdraw from the 
Union, Mteonri will withdraw also. The smtoe- 
ment Axes an ultimatum, and 'gm thi 

legal right of secession, wM b I< :: tor«e. 

When I was a candidate before the people I fr 
dared, in unequivocal language, that under sfl 
ng circumstances, I was positively io fsror 
of the Union, and unconditionally o| 
cession, because I could not recognize any l*pl 
right Id u State to secede The right ol 
tion I did not deny for adequate es 
stance, if the General Government were tobeeea* 
so oppressive and unjust as to render (he eoadl- 

tii in of a State intolerable, and i Itiodj In lis 

Union could be hod, the end-", of its creation would 
be defeated, and the State would adopt] 
ttonary measures at the hazard of the pains sua 
penalties of treason. There is no such cause U- 
isting or likely to t.i- 1. 

mi cunic to he nn Integra] part of tb« 
United States by treaty of purchase, whi- h Utbt 
supreme law, And she came to be ■ stow 
State in this Confederacy by on act of Conjrew, 
which is also the supreme law of tholand. AVha 
the people of Missouri Territory applied to be stf 
mltted Into the Union, they did so with thrtrejw 
open; they saw anil understood the I 
and consented Jo hi- j by it. The 

tution was not a compact bet-, 
posing mutual conditions and restrictions toW i 
reciprocally otMiitd, and if -v i h Sis* 

liable to be declared broken and nt an end by tie 
rest of the States, and the Union dissolved, D«l 
the provisions of the Constitution were l«r, p**- 
sensing all the elements of law . with amph ca- 
pacity for its own enfor psjats 
by the Legislature lOitfli' tin;; with the C 
tion Is no breach of a comp.. 
null and void, and is no cnuso for declariag A* 
Constitution no longer binding upon the other 
States. Unconstitutional acts of tl. 
laturos are no cause for severing the Union. The 
constitutional remedy is to declare them void. 
This we knew when who the Con- 
stitution and consented Co submit to thoa 
Ions. Missouri is a sister State by virtu 
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w or the land, and no Statu ordinance 
in ran abrog.n 

fleeted and sent 

rh« nm-Tidmeiit pn i event 

opening or which she will accede. 

I would l>e no cause for secession, nnd 

i ! rate no. Besides, tho amend- 

ure of a threat, unnecessary! 

would bo repulsive to the 

people, and tender inducements to tic 

Sates to secede, whereas wo ought to 

m inducements to remain in the Union 

pdgixs. I shall vote for the nmend- 
uk I believe that such a proposition is 
xj lo be connected with that resolution, In 
make it represent tho sentiments of the 
State of Missouri. I believe that, 
listing circumstances, nerve is necessary, 
that Missouri is respected by the oilier 
that She must say that she will act 
mo States, and I hold that that resolution 
shoal i tho State of Missouri. 

Iks right myse'f, and I have 
to withhold from the Convention, or that 
the State that I hove tho honor to reprc- 
re. That amendment fully accords with 
s upon the subject, and my action in 
, and I have no hesitation in voting aye. 
is. I have taken no active pnrt in the 
which has been progressing upon 
for the last few days. I have been 
<rcner than a speaker. Rut, sir, it is r 
I owo lo myself, and to the people 
resent, that I shall have a word or 
la reference to the reasons which will 
e in voting 1 on this nmandment. 
county, sir, I was asked tho question du- 
ranvass, whether, in case the border 
Ih.iiM .'i-s.itvL' their connection with 
, 1 was in favor of Missouri taking her 
tho Sonth or iti the North. I an- 
tlwas a Union man, and that I was 
ing either North or South. I was in 
Missouri staying just where she is, I 
ivor of her contending and battling for 
to in the Union, not out of it. I wanted 
i to stand under the Constitution, and an- 
ting of my counrry— thnt flag which has 
• proudly over land and sea, under the 
' whi''h wo hnve enjoyed security, pros- 
nd peace. But, sir, I said further, that 
rr that lime arrived when Missouri should 
pelted totako her Bland either with the 
tr with the South, whenever separation 
e, I was in favor of Missouri iden- 
«lf with the Sonth. I stand there to- 
and I assume the same position here 
sutned before my constituents, which 
I do not believe that Kentucky, 
North Carolina, and the other Slav 



States, are ever going to leave this Union, utile 
It is for a reason that would justify revolu- 
tion. Whenever the alternative is prese 
Missouri, that she must cither bo degraded — as 
was remarked by tho gentleman from St. Louis, 
true liberty knows no degradation — I say, when- 
ever ihe alternative is presented that 10 
mnst either be degraded and trampled upon, or 
resort to tho right of revolution, I shall advise 
her to take the latter course. But I do-not b elicvo 
that we shall ever be driven to this alternative. 1 
have a firm and abiding faith that an amicable 
adjustment between the North and the South 
will bo effected by the interposition ot tho border 
States, Upon that presumption, I said I was 
w -illing to risk the destiny of Missouri with that 
of the other border slave States; and I stand 
hero to day holding tho same views, entertaining 
the same fervent hopes, with the flue of my coun- 
try before me, and that bird, the emblem of my 
country's liberty, looking down upon this con- 
gregated body, as it were with anxious solic 
tnde; and I say, with such surroundings, here in 
tliis great State, great in extent, great in the num- 
ber of her population, exeat in her commercial 
and agricultural and industrial and educational 
interests; and, above all, as recent events have 
developed, great in tho patriotism which bumsln 
the hearts of her rltiiens— I say with all the 
surroundings, I cannot hut hope that this Union 
may be preserved. I believe there is too much 
patriotism nud too much conservatism in 
the border States, ever to suffer a govern- 
ment like this to bo dissolved— a Govcrnme 
the very foundations of which are laid in the 
purest patriotism that ever ardorncd the history 
of a nation— a Government the very it tones 
which are cemented with the blood and tears i 
patriots— a Government that has showered upon 
us innumerable blessings from the time of its 
foundation down to the present hour. But, not- 
withstanding I take this position, I can yet not 
vote for the amendment offered to the resolution, 
and my reason for it is this, I am opp>> 
Missouri, at the present time, saying to 
Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and North 
Carolina, to any or all of the border slave 
States, " If you will do this or If you will do 
thnt, we will do thus and so." I am opposed to 
saying any such thing, and that 1b just what tho 
amendment amounts to. As I have already said, 
I am in favor of Missouri co-operating with the 
border slave States, in bringing about nn amica- 
ble adjustment I am in favor of Missouri res- 
ponding to tho call for a Convention, in which 
delegates from the various States may meet to- 
gether — men without preconceived notions at 
dogmas, and with minds open to conviction. 'But 
I want the delegates from Missouri to go there nn- 
trantmcled with reference to any course of poli- 
cy. I want them to understand that Missou 



will approve of the Crittenden Compromiie, but 
yet ilwit Missouri wilt accede to any other Con- 
or equitable plan of adjustment. Be- 
lieving, then, that this amendment look- BO-U 
ultimatum, for with it a construction may tic 
placed upon the resolution to the effect that If 
iilli will not accept the Crittenden pro- 
• ■■!, we will BM listen to any other, I shall 
rota ii". 

Mr. Mo«», In the explanation of ray vote, I 
shall say this, thatl have been wnitingfor a week, 
j ing to pel tliis Con vcntieJii to assent to a 
proposition pledging Missouri to some action in 
the attempt to save this Union, I am willing, 
now, for Missouri to say what she will do to pre- 
K-nc this Union; tmt, sir. U for s.uing what 
Missouri shall do, when the Union is finally de- 
stroyed, and we are to have a government North, 
and one South, I have never fixed any policy iu 
my mind Tor Missouri to pursue under auch off 
cumstances. As 1 remarked a few day* ago, I 
jook not beyond the Union for Missouri's fate. 
1 do not undertake to work out uny lino of policy 
that she shall pursne when (Ml QOUUUIMM !■ 
hopelessly desrroyed. I therefore vote no. 

Mr. Noell. The point involved in this amend - 
IU made during the canvass in the Twen- 
ty-sixth Senatorial District. I have the honor, 
In part, to represent that District, and I was 
asked what 1 would do in the event that nil the 
i..;!i.-i border Slates wi'iit Out of the Union. Ire- 
plied thut I did not like to think of Missouri, orany 
other border State, going out of the Union at 
all— that I wanted her to stay in the Union : but 
that, if such a thing should unfortunately come 
to pass— if Virginia, Kentucky, Maryland, ud 
the other Border Slates, did have to go out of the 
Union, 1 would be for standing by our sister bor- 
dir States; and believing- that to be the senti- 
ment of my co nsti men is, although they are Union 

ople and love the Union dearly, I shall vote 
aye. 

Mr. Noktok. I desire to claim the indul- 
gence of the Convention whilst I explain in a 
few words the NUOBI which shall control my 
tote on the amendment now before the Conveu- 
Looking to the act of the Legislature call- 
ing this body together, tad this Convention, be- 
ing witricted in the objetti for its deliberations to 
the consideration of the present relations ex- 
isting between the people of this State and 
the Federal Government, and the rrtntiotis 
existing between the people of this State 
and the other States, our business here is 
to deal with our present relations to the 
Federal Government, and not with future 
relations, which may never exist. Wo have 
our hands full in taking care of the pres- 
dnt. It Is our object to inaugurate a policy in 
Conjunction with the border slave States, which 
will bring about * fair, honorable and jual ad- 



justment of all present u toreror. 

Thil amendment com niplati 

justmentof these difficult, ■- will not lie made. 1 
do not believe that stub will be I 

• ■titrary, whenever the ' ; 'report- 

tions are submitted to the people pf the North 
free from thv influence of the corrupt po'i 
and demagogues of the North, I bettors list 

will be adopted in every Xorthm 
lieving, I 
that we should her> 

which, in my judgment, will never tap- 
pen. When that event does come, and all U» 
stavcholdi ng Slates dissol n 1 1 ton widt 

theFodeial Government the course 
plain. Her sympathies, her feeling', tie* if 

md kindred would cause ncrto>>.. 
by side with Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia. 
My Individual feeling*, sir, are with t hern, anil 
whonevcrtbat dark day do I ■airi. in 

myjndgment, will do her whok ■fluty, and takr 
her stand by her sl-ters of the South If tint 
state of ca«c were now upon 'ill I? 

no room for hi-itaiicy. This, how > 

is not' d our miiftaa hero is with u* 

prenoi and not with the future. In the lan- 
guage of my friend from E - utnnta 
f to i he ' \ il thereof." We ihc 

'i a peaceful termination <>r pns- 

Scullioe, and us the amendment jiropoiad 

an olive branch in one hand and a "«r- 

club [-,, | rather 

10 retard than facilitate th« object ws all dtdi*,! 

vote nay. 

Mr. U'ooj.folk. I would not be understood, 
Sir, in ratio ndineru, to 

its opposite. I should unhesitatingly rote ajralotl 
its opposite — thut w-e would remain wl 
North if the other slave Stotci abandoned tin 
Union. I have no donbt, Sir, that if causes iw 
arise to drive the other border slave Srat 
the Union, the same causes will influence 
soini to take her position with them. 1Vhe» 
causes arise to justify Kentucky, Maryland ui 
Virginia in revolution, I expect to be a rebel my- 
self. Missouri will never abandon the Souti 
when the South is right; she will never lamely 
permit the Northern Vandal <■ 
despotism upon her bosom. I sjball vote agalml 
the amendment because it b premature, 
speculative, and unnecessary. It It aba 
nn ultimatum In disguise. Bnt I ibiD 
vote against it more especially becai 
Its language is degrading to the sovereign 
of Missouri. It does not pledge bcr to jol 
lion with the other border slave States, but tt 
commits her to an inferior position. It a 
her to the position of saying she will not act up 
her own discretion, she will not assert her own 
sovereignty, but will follow where the other bor 






ito shall lend . 
I share in their con 

here, »ir, to represent the sovereign 

Missouri, not the people of any other 

iiuro to say what causes will impel 

I Missouri to revolution, not what we 

r States revolutionize. The bor- 

tf Missouri will act in concert with the 

hot she should be too 

R u sovereignty to blindly commit 

v the lead of any State that acts 

tanking her. If this amendment wen 

see no reason for this Convention here 

ace no meaning in State-rights or St.itc- 

1 see no reason why we should 

-la<e Slate* in Convention, if wo 

Ives in advance to he governed by 

vi-huteTrr that action may |«. 

iLlirs. In the canvass, the question 

put to tnc: la the event thm the 

ite* shall pursue a certain line ft 

Of DOt I Would be willing 

Missouri to co-operate with them. 

was this: That I was in favor of 

penning with the border slave 

adjusting our <tiffii 
enereetic effort, and every patriotic, 
ry christian prayer and burning 
Id fail In an- rid- Union, I iras in favor, 
emedy, but as a last resort, of Missouri 
rt destiny with that of the border slave 
ind that the border slave States 
aJte that position where their in- 
nd institutions would bo best prc- 
'hcre that position would be, I did 
rod to say, nor can I now undertake 
much. I wis opposed to ultimatums, 
hii amendment is this: 
as before the people of the North with a 
proposition— Mohammed like, with a 
one hand and a koran in the other. It 
tr the people of the North with n defined 
m in one hand, and Inthe others cudgel, 
ng tf yon don't take this, you shall 
benefit of that. I am opposed, str, to 
of that sort. Besides, sir, the pmbahlli- 
I wc shall be called upon to co-operate 
grain and our sister border States En 
■ to be bald at Frankfort. We 
neet there, for what? To ascertain 
a wishes of the slave States are, 
want. And is it pro pat for M issouri , in 
ig this amendment, to take an action that 
Ptall the netion of the Convention at 
t. Is it proper for us 1o say, gentlemen, 
mi take what we want, we will have 
rise. Certainly not. We are to nsccr- 
: ihey want and whar wo want; WO should 
jethcr with them, and ngree upon some 
of adjustment, and not go there 
them an ultimatum. For that, 




MJ other reason, 1 should be opposed 
to the amendment. It will be time enough, 
after we have exhausted all other means for 
a settlement of these diflh ultks, to say what 
1 do. We have come here to bring 
shout an amicable adjustment. We have not 
come here in a spirit of threat or menace or to 
drive the people into an adjustment. It is our 
duty to net in a spirit of compromise, forbearance 
and conciliation; and it is by that means, mil by 
tbnt means alone, that we can to! tic our diflkul- 
ti<« If they can be settled at all. I vi»: 

Mr. Redd. In order to explain the reasons 
why I shall vote for this amendment, it will be 
accessary for me to look at the connection be- 
tween the resolution and tho amendment. The 
resolution proposes the Crittenden proposition as 
the basis upon which the people of Missom i v. ill 
l>< willing to adjust tho present diinenliic-, and 
i, ; i h tho differences now existing would 

lie removed from the arena of National [ 
The nmendment declares that in the even 
the Northern States do not agree to Bitch adjust- 
ment, and the other border States will leave tho 
Union, Missouri will cast her destiny with tho 
BotOh. 

I call the attention of the Convention particu- 
larly to the phraseology of the amendrmiut, vis: 
"In «-ase tho North should not agree to such ad- 
it." What does thut mean? Does it 
mean, as gentlemen seem to think, thut if they 
LUtall lot Crittenden proposition, no other propo- 
sition can be entertained? No. Wo recommend 
the Crittenden proposition sa abasia, that in our 
opinion will do a certain thing, namely, remove 
the cause of difference from the arena of National 
politics. Now, the amendment says, i! 
they refuse to agree to such an adjustment," &c. 
What adjustment ? Why, such an adjustment as 
will effect the results attached to the Crittenden 
propositions in the original resolution. "1 
refuse to agree to any adjustment or settlement 
that trill remove the Causes Of dill, 
the arena of National politics''— that is the Ian. 
gauge. 

| Hero Mr. lit up was interrupted by Mr. 
Phillips, who contended that, by the wording of 
the amendment and the resolution, the Oril 
proposition was offered as on ultimatum, and not 
as a proposition merely to be recommended. | 

Mr. Redd. I do not agree with the gentleman 
in his construction of the amendment. 1 take the 
amendment to mean that, if the Northern States 
refuse to agree (o such an adjustment as will lone 
the effect referred to, and if, after such n 
our sister slave States, that are yet with us in tho 
Union, withdraw, ihcu Missouri will take a firm 
and decided stand in favor of her Southern sis- 
Jctb. Surely, in that case, she can do Di 
else consisted I honor. She cannot re- 

main with the Northern States after such refusal. 
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She cannot consent to submit to a govcniment 
which i> administered upon tie dogma? of tie 
anti-slavery party. 

1 Jo not object to the resolution, bnt I must say 
that its terms ate not strong; and explicit enough 
for me. ft does not tell the whole truth, It does 
not say that when that contingency arrives Mis- 
souri will take her stand beside ber sister slave 
States out of the Union. I am not afraid to com- 
mit Missouri to that policy. Let me warn the 
men of this Convention — if this Con vent Ion 
votes down that amendment what will the people 
say? The objection is urged, you make an ulti- 
matum. That Is not true. But I sny that by vot- 
ing it down you do make an ultimatum. And 
what is that? It is the enunciation that, nnder 
under all circumstances. In every contingency, 
you will sacrifice our institutions and eon- 
stitmionnl rights to the North. sabM] 
tho nnti-slavery porry, we won't go out, though 
all the balance go. I am opposed to any 
such thing. I believe tho bonier States should 
state tin ultimatum. They should concede evi-ry- 
thing that can be conceded consistently with their 
honor, but after they bave made that concession, 
they should present an ultimatum; and what 
would be the character of that ultimatum? Sim- 
ply tbiS| tlint tin- North should not violate the let- 
ter of the. Constitution in the future. 

Sir, after this Convention votes down that 
amendment, they will make secessionists by the 
hundreds, thousand?, In the State of Missouri, 
That will be its e licet. And becauso I am op- 
posed to secession; until we can give the plan 
we may adopt for adjustment a fair trial , 1 will 
oppose everything that will tend to drive Missou- 
ri out of the Union. I have lately heard from 
my own county. The Inaugural of the Presi- 
dent, and the course of this Convention in regard 
to it, have had ihelrcnect in that county. There 
is to-day flying from tho summit of its temple of 
■ Ihig, and upon that flag is a rattlesnake 
upon a white field, and below it is the motto: 
" Do not tread on me." Gentlemen, if yon 
Missouri to standby the North, you will 
see those rattlesnake nags flying to the breeze all 
over the State. Yes, you will see them; and sur- 
rounded here, as I am, by an outside pressure of 
this great Republican party — while I am no se- 
cessionist, yet I am proud of old Marion for do- 
ing as she has done. She has shown that she de- 
serves the name she bears. It is the name of the 
noble old warrior that stood up sgalnst oppres- 
sion . When you undertake to attach Missouri 
to the Northern States, after all her sisters have 
been driven out, she will be in a condition 
like Prometheus chained to & rork, with the vul- 
ture of Abolitionism feeding upon her vitalg. 

Mr. SawtKH. I have hitherto occupied no 
portion of tho time of this Convention, bnt I 
deem it a doty which I owe to mywlf and my 



constituents to say a few words in relation to tat 
vote T am about to {rive, I represent, in put, 
on this floor, a dfatri o heart 

or the hemp growing region of this Stats 
— a district owxiDg nearly onc-cighth of 
the entire slove population of the State, 
nnd having an intense fell 
subject which now agitates ihc public nrioii, 
[ Moaot better explain the reasons roribevoN 
which T om about to give, than by l : 
the position I occupied in the canvass pnseding 
the election. The grounds taken bj 
ly and unequivocally— for there was no dodgtaj 
and there was no equivocation whatever in Iks 
Eons vhlcb I laid down v> that people— were, 
in the first place, that the difficulties which now 
agitate toff country must be settled, or Missouri 
was inevitably ruined. I stated Hunt I wu wil- 
ling to accept the Crittenden pre position ass 
basis of adjustment, or nn equivalent to Ui»J 
proposition, which was as little, as I thought, 
Missouri should accept. 

Now, sir, what does this amendment 
plate? The original resolution propose! distinct. 
ly, tho adoption of the Crittenden proposinos 
as a fair basis of settlement. To that, 
accede most heartily. Tho amendment 
proposes that in the event of a failure '.o setus 
this question, not upon the Crittenden basis, list 
upon tho failure of an adjustment of these dliH- 
culties, nnd upon the further event thai all there 
mainins slave States shall go out ol 
then Missouri most unmlstakcably will take I 
position with her Southern ■ it, Im- 

derstund, sir, to be the whole of it. If I trad* 
stood that this amendment laid down i 
tend en proposition as an ultimatum, nnd that it 
precluded the settlement of this question upon 
any other basis equivalent to that, most assured- 
ly, sir, I should vote against the amendment Bat 
I understand this amendment merely proposes to 
express the opinion of Missouri, that in the event 
of no adjustment whatever of asatis factory ehsae> 
ter, and that furthermore the remafniX 
States shall leave this Union, then Misso 
tenet is unquestionably with the South. Sir, I 
accede to that pro|)osition most heartily; and I 
say I would be false to the pledges which I mada, 
if I should fail, under the circumstances, to vtrtt 
for the amendment. I therefore vole ave. 

Mr. Shackelford, of Howard. It is will 
shame and mortification that I see such I 
amendment as this offered in this Convention. 
do not mean anything disparaging to tho | 
men who are supporting it, I am wlllu 
cede to them the patriotism that la burning ia n» 
own heart. But, sir, have they looked a] 
sequences of tho passage of that amendment 
Have they considered it? Why, f ir, the curst 
our country— that which has brought us 
'orwnt dsulorabtc condition—is the pr 
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n'it i inns in look into the futnre and 
i and excite the apprehension" of the 
aiue such and such a tiling- may or 
Mppcn. Has not thai been the curse 
h we have been laboring? Is not that 
uve been contending against? Mas 
ought us to this verge of ruin? And 
mt my frieiiils consider — Tor I want 
lem my friends and my breth- 
:ffect of this? They tell ns they 
akc this question outside of party 
'es, sir, take it from the anna of Xa- 
ica ; and where do they want to pnt it ? 
ir own doors. Right at oar own doors 
a own people. Hare the supporters 
mdment weighed the consequences of 
Mend from Marion says that the refn- 
this amendment wenld make secesrfon- 
uands. lie says that it is not his de- 
■ v.'-h should be the case, bat It will 
effect. Yet a fire-brand is introduced 
ited which Ls acknowledged to hare 
tin h is at the same time deprecated. 
ot see that the introduction of this 
t has for its only object, the continu- 
n of the slavery question? Does 
b that instead of pacifying the 
ind be will throw a fire-brand 
People to be taken np by petty poli- 
designing men for the purpose of ex- 
people to war among themselves? 
tld we express such a sentiment 
ieo we know that oar constituents 
il to the Union, faithful to the Con- 
nd have integrity as men and citi- 
111 act with honor to the State when 
r of the times calls upon them to act? 
pecifally submit to the Convention, as 
the adoption of thin amendment does 
>tir bonier sister States, we will not 
, but if you do so, wo will follow. Is 
Nay, I say Is It a mark of bravery? 
rtiou on this subject with the Border 
i will alone produce harmony among 
Lzens. You might as well introduce 
i in this body that the people of Mis- 
ill honest men, and then tell ns if we 
n that it will make dishonest men by 
A. 

dent, such n resolution as this is an 
t constituents, because it puts into the 
)Iltlcians and men who have not a 
interest in the slave question, the 
cite an agitation among our people 
leatroy our institutions, 
lent, 1 think it is far preferable that 
iresent these and simitar propositions 
r delegates in a Convention of the 
i can there get our ultimatums by the 
act of all of them. That is the best 
At Is what my constituents told me 



in ctTcrt, while nur sentiments nnd our feeling* 
and in my opinion dd interests, called ns, when 
the last hope of xeconciliation snail perish, to 
nnite our destine with our Southern brethren, 
yet the grand, p.-rniiinent object was the preser- 
vation of this glorious Union. 
Was not that the position that you and I took 
"ur respective constituencies? Was not 
that the position which you and I occupied before 
the people, when we told them that we were not 
for presenting any ultimatnm, or any thing that 
squinted towards an ultimatum? But when the 
proper occasion should arrive, when we should 
meet face to face with men from the North, repre- 
senting the Northern people, then we would pre- 
sent an ultimatnm, If necessary, ir we rontd not 
get our rights so guaranteed bs to take the ques- 
tion forever ontofthc hands of politicians. If 
then we cau not have peace and harmony, we 
can provide for a peaceable separation. That, sir, 
is a sufficient reason why I shall vote against this 
amendment, and all such amendments; and I 
have no fear of the result. Such a coarse does 
not sacrifice my honor, but I can preserve tho 
pence and harmony of my own people by it. 

Mr. Siieelet. I desire to say a few words. 
When I consented to become a candidate for this 
Convention, I stated I would take the Crittenden 
Compromise as the basis of settlement, though I 
preferred the propositions of Mr. Douglas, and 
prefer them here to-day. But I was willing to 
take them as a basis, and would co-operate with 
tho border States, in using every honorable 
means for an adjustment on that basis so long as 
there was a reasonable hope to save this Union. 
The question was propounded to me, suppose 
that everything fails, what will youthen do? I 
said the destiny of Missouri was South, and she 
was bound to go there. Now, sir, this is is not, 
n* I understand it, en ultimatum at all. It mere- 
ly declares that when all these things take place, 
when the Stato finds that the Union is dissolved, 
and all the States go out, that then— our destiny 
is with the Sooth. That is the way I look at it; 
and so, too, I pledged myself to the people of my 
District. I must cither vote aye or violate that 
pledge, and I think you know me too well to 
think that I ever violate a pledge. I will vote 
■ye on this amendment, 

Mr. Smith, of Linn. 1 ask the indulgence of 
the Convention for a few moments, while I state 
my reasons for voting against this amendment. 
It has been attempted to east jmputotions npon 
men who vote against this amendment, viz i — 
thiit by their votes they will declare to tho 
Northern and Southern people, that we in- 
tend to keep Missouri in the Union with 
the Northern people under any and all circnm, 
stances. Tho position which I took before m/ 
constituents, was. abont this: I declared myself 
to be a Union man ; that in my judgment do suf- 






flciont can so existed that would justify Missouri 
for seceding from the Federal Government, and 
nut to vote for an ordinance of 
accession at this time. I further pledged myself 
every exertion in my power to bring- atiout 
I, and a fair and amicable adjustment 
o: the dllHcuties cxistiug between the extremes 
of this Government. I do not Iwliere, sir, that I 
tan, consistently with that pledge, vote for the 
amendment. I believe it would operate as a fire- 
brand nmong the people, and will have a tenden- 
cy to diminish, if not destroy, the influence of 
■ mri. 
f object to the amendment for another reason: 
I do not believe that Missouri van deicrmine for 
twelve months, or perhaps two years, whether 
she ought to ko any where, and lam unwilling 
to say what the people of Missouri will do two 
or three years hence. I am unwilling to act upon 
anything, sir, except the present. I am unwilling 
to pledge Missouri to any course in the future. I 
believe the people of Missouri will be just as 
competent twelve months hence, or five years 
hence, to determine their interest an 
doty, as they are to-day. And, sir, forthi- rea- 
son I feel it my duty to Yote against the amend- 
ment. 

I regretted to hear certain remarks from the 
gentleman from Marion, Mr. Kcdd, while giving 
the reasons for his vote. I regretted to hear 
him complain of the acdvo outside pressure that 
has b us; upon him since he has 

been in this Convention. As for myself, 1 have 
met with no such pressure. I hare not felt any 
pressure, from the Republicans— from Abolition- 
ists or Secessionists, Why it is that they have 
pressed or disturbed the gentleman from Ma- 
rion I do not know. The reason why I was 
not disturbed is, I suppose, that people regard 
me as a man of some intelligence and de- 
termination — o man who would carry out the 
promise that he made to his constituents. This 
is the reason, I suppose, that I hare not felt this 
ontsido pressure of which the gentleman com- 
plains. I regretted to hear another remark — he 
threatened us with that big rattlesnake. Now, sir, 
1 can inform the gentleman from Marion thnt rat- 
tlesnakes have but little terror to Missourians, es- 
pecially up itk the Northwest. When tfirstscttled in 
that portion of the Slate, rattlesnakes were a great 
deal thicker than Secessionist* an now, and we 
have killed them all out, nearly. | Laughter.) 
Secessionists, too, are getting to be about as scarce | 
n< the rattlesnakes. But I tell that gentleman 
that in my judgment, the snake of which ho 
speaks, has come out a little too soon in the season, 
lor thiB Indtude, nnd the frost and ice will over- 
take him,, and he will bo killed. I Laughter.] 

Mr. President, as I have no desire to place my- 
selfon tbo record, ami recline pnfectly satisfied 
bat the intelligence of my constituents will en- 



able them to detenu isons that pr 

BM !■■ . r shall deu 

the Convention no longer, but vote no. 

Mr. Welch. My vote upon this amendme 
is governed entirety by its phraseology, 
sentiment which I presume the gentleman 
Montgomery desired to incorporate in it. is i 
which would meet my approbation, if pat ini 
different shape and expressed by d'iffa 
phraseology. I differ with the gentleman in 
the construction of this amendment, and I 
must be governed by my own juil^nices 
in regard to the matter. The original reso- 
lution, if I understand it, sir, pledges Out 
Convention, and the people of (He Bit) 
satisfied with the Critteuden compromise. Tit 
amendment, in my judgment, declares t: 
less the North will yield us that particular 
sidou, and unless the Border States, -hull ^t«y Id 
the Union, Missouri will go out also. 

Now, sir, while I heartily approve of the Crines- 
den propositions, 1 also indorse fully as well Ua 
propositions known as the Douglas propositi™*, 
and I am williug to take this BordeT St;. 
positions, and would be satisfied with tin 
sldons of the Pence Congress. In the w 
Mr. Botes, of Virginia, If the North and to 
will only agree upon some basis of settlement, I 
will agree and never ask what it is. I am • 
I say, that either of these propositions shall I* 
udoptcd, so far as I am concerned, and while I 
indorse the motive and the purpose which tlw 
gentleman from Montgomery had in offering 
the amendment, I cannot support it nun 
it is connected with the original retola- 
tJon. I say to him now, that, If ha wil 
duce a separate resolution, disconnect! 
that original one which makes the Crittcndco 
compromise the basis of settlement, ami d. clu- 
ing that when all compromise shall fail, and til 
the Border Stnte-s shall leave this I 
Missouri will go too, I will vote for a pro, 
of that kind very cheerfully. But, 
vote for tills amendment, because by iU phtaseut 
ogy it makes the settlement of our diiilculuVs dc 
pendent on the adoption of the Crittenden i 
misc. I am wiilin g to take any coin pr> 
will be satisfactory to BorderSiates orthe South. 
The Committee on Federal Relations hare sub- 
mitted u proposition calling for a Bor lei 
Convention. That is the proper tribunal to es- 
tablish nn ultimatum , I construe this amendnMflt I 
as an ultimatum, and as pledging Missouri M 
abandon the Union if the Crittenden t> 
tions are not adopted, together with the addi- 
tional fact that the remaining Border States shall 
leave. 1 shall therefore vote no. 

Mr. Calhoun. By the special permit- I 
this body, although I have already voted, I will 
in a very few words state the real 
i vtomvWA me in eyvwo; that vote. 1 voted ays 



admcnt Mcanse 1 did not look upon 

So far ar I enuld DD Icrstand 

n promise or 

?iniiUr pro was recom- 

II as a basis of adjustment, 

I an la favor Of the Crittenden 

i-c, and the people whom I have 

to M|uauut on this Moor, are in 

lint oobpromln, I (bit quite warranted 

it. I will state that if this am- n-I- 

i be regarded in the light of an ulritnA- 

pproveof it, and in that rn sc I shooM 

■of this body to change ray vui<>. I 

I Ciiiiendc.ii Oooapramisc or any other 

i which will jiroTO satisfactory to the 

Jng States. I would not stake the weal 

uri on the adoption of that particular 

is*. 

: other feature in the amendment, naine- 
i case all the slave States should go out of 
and ihcre should be a Northern and a 
nulederacy, Missouri will go with the 
lust say that 1 agree to it. If that ca- 
st come, (and God grant that it never 
!.l I am in favor of Missouri casting her 
tooth. But I fervently hope we 
lie to effect a peaceable settlement, and 
Jnion will continue. I believe it is in 
'ring about such a settlement, and I 
i r think of leaving this Uniou bo long 
a any hope for it. Sir, I would have 
ing to vote for the report, just as it came 
committee, for it is a report breathing 
I sentiment. But, supposing thut 
i nothing iu the amendment which con. 
th the spirit of that report,, I voted aye 
•k leave to change my vote, if it is to be 
pon as an ultimatum. 
£*DKit:*o?f . I was not in when the roll 
% called. I desire to record my vote 
i proposition, and especially do I desire 
■••much as there will be most assuredly 
ce between myself and my colleagues 
I to it. Since I have heard the remarks 
end, Judge Calhoun, I am satisfied that 
*n laboring under an error in regard to 
dment. I was laboring under an error 
nril I went und got the amendment, and 
hat I may he corrected, and that other 
n who seem to labor under the same mi - 
sion as myself, may see the true mean- 
s amendment, 1 propose to read both the 
l and the amendment, 

£ Henderson read the resolution and 
J. 
I call the especial attention of my col- 
o the monstrous proposition contained 
endment. If we adopt it, it evidently 
i iu a way which may prove extremely 
to i he Interests of Missouri. What 
oil ion which we took in the canvass 



Convention? Did we say to the people, 
or in any way imply by what wb mIA, that in 
case a certain compromise should be refund, 
Missouri ought to secede? Why, sir, I stated 
distinctly, and my colleagues know that 
I did, thut if the CfittendW propositi 
the Border States proposition, or the Douglas 
proposition, or the proposition of the Peace Con- 
ference failed ns a compromise, thut we would 
yet not secede. But, sir, we are pledged to se- 
cession here— if there is any meaning in the Eng- 
lish language— provided this one solitary prouu- 
sitiori i~ voted down. I will admit ilinc the fur- 
ther proposition is attached to it, that m COM the 
other border States shall secede, we will secede 
\'ow sir, so far as I am concerned, I dis- 
tinctly took the ground that if every Southern 
State in (he I i don should secede, MHnwirl 
then would havo a proud mission to per- 
form, uud that would be to assemble to- 
gether delegates from every State in this 
Union once more in Independence Hall, where 
the Federal Constitution was made, and that 
we would enter into the confederacy with, 
•nab States, North and South, as would meet us 
there, and once more cement the bonds of 
Union. 

I desire now to ask the gentleman who offered- j 
the amendment if he believes in the coustitu 
tional right of a State to secede? I pause for i 
reply. 

Air. Bast. The gentleman entirely misappre- 
hends the scope of my amendment. It has noth- 
ing to do with the constitutional right of seces- 
cc&ion at all. It simply states that, in case we 
should be unable to effect a satisfactory adjust- 
ment of existing difficulties, and all the slave 
States should go out of the Union, Missouri will 
go with them. Ishould like tosse the Missouri* n 
who, in case the alternative is presented of a 
Northern or a Southern Confederacy, will not bo 
in favor of Missouri casting her destiny with the 
South. 

Mr. IlENDKnsoN. The gentleman does not 
answer my question. I ask him again if he be- 
lieves in the constitutional right of a State to se- 
cede? 

Mr. Babt. I have already stated that that 
question is not involved in my amendment at all ; 
when it comes up in its proper connection, I will 
willingly state my position in regard to It, 

Mr. llEsiuiBsoK. As the gentleman docs not 
choose to answer this- question directly, I will put 
to him another. Did he vote for the Aral resolution 
pf the Committee on Pederol Relations, adopted by 
the Convention ? 

Mr. Babt. No. 

Mr. Hesijkhsok, Then, Mr. President, the 
gentleman having voted ogaliisi the first resolu- 
tion, he negatives the proposition that no 
sufficient cause now exists for Missouri to dia- 
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»t conacr i ion with the Federal Govern- 
ment, [f tlin-t be true, the gentleman sees cause 
to-da> fur dissolving this Union. He does not 
attire to wait, and, rtr, kail ultimatum (for it i* 
an u Iti malum) proposed in .his amendment only 
looks forward at tlio early period when tho people 
of tbis proud Stutc shall be driven headlong into 
resolution. Sir, with my view*, believing that 
no State lias the c< institutional right peaceably to 
secede from the Federal Government— (I am not 
disposed to deny the revolutionary right)— I do 
not see that that right could be conferred upon 
us, provided even that the Old Dominion should 
Recede. I do not see that, with a proper loyalty 
to the Federal Constitution, we could secede mere- 

.lum Maryland, or Tennessee, or Kentucky, 
or any other Suit';, hod seceded- Sir, there is a bet- 
ter remedy proposed than that, namely, by amend- 
ing our Constitution, as it now exists. Let those 
amendments be offered, and, sir, the patriotic 
people of the United States will not deny justice 
to uny portion of our country. If the laws are 
defective let them be amended. And, sir, the 
post history of the country affords us the greatest 
assurance for the future that such laws will ever 
bo provided as accord justice and equality to every 
ponton of the eountry. I know why such pro- 
positions as this ore offered for a remedy. They 
enable designing men to appeal to the prejudice 
of the people. They afford them an opportunity 
to tell the people that this or that roun, who has 
voted against them, is n Frecsoilcr or an Aboli- 
tionist; and they are calculated to give full play 
in the State to petty demagoirnes and design- 
ing politicians. Sir, contemptible pettifoggers 
and miserable politicians seem now to have 
seized the reins of government, and all men 
who look to peaceable reforms — all men who 
look to a restoration of that tranquillity and hap- 
piness that have blessed us for so many years, 
and without which we should be powerless, are 
being denounced as Republicans and Northern 
partisans. 

Mr. President, I, for one, defy oil their efforts, 
and all their wiles, and all their schemes and in- 
sinuations. I have made np my mind that this 
is the best government upon earth, and that he 
who would attempt to tear down the columns 
that sustain it, or mar its fair proportions in any 
way, is a traitor, and nothing else. When I say 
this, I wish it understood that when my rights 
as an. American citizen are denied me, and op- 
pression becomes the rule of conduct by the Gov- 
ernment, I claim the right of revolution. Bat I 
do not claim that any man is justifiable, under 
any of the grievances of the present day, in tear- 
ing down the fair proportions of this magnificent 
republic. Every means are being resorted to, in 
these days of wild misrule and error, as the gen- 
tleman from St. Louis, the other day, rightly re- 
marked, to present proposirjona appealing to 



the Southern heart. I 
many years ago, at Hartford, on ult 
was presented by the gentle-men « 
sembled there in Oon> They 

amendments to the Federal Constitution, i 
declared the debt of a State to secede- T 
Ihermore deelu red that if their righto wer* 
cured according to their proposed amen 
they would dissolve their connection * 
Federal Government and erect New Engl 
an independent confederacy. What has 
of those traitors and conspirators? Whi 
are they, Mr. President? Sir, the Anger • 
wa* pointed at them, and they hm 
the stream of time, an objc 
hatred by an honest people. So, also, at 
quent period in our history, another .'in 
tempt was made, and it was visited " 
same scorn by an indignant pcoplo. Ax 
sir, upon this occasion, whatever may be 
service of men, if their actions ore tea 
Hit- disruption of this Union, I hope at 
that the Mtmo scorn may overtake tln-m 
ors. 

Sir, the other day a secession flog w 
out in one of the streets of this city. On 
posite side of the street woe on j\l 
with the names of Lincoln and Hand in i: 
upon it. Docs it follow that, because I des 
secession flog, I should owe aUcgionci 
B '■publican party, who had hung out tl 
flag? Or does it follow that, because 
approve tho election of Lincoln and Hi 
the supreme- offices of the Government, 
needs become a secessionist? Surely 
long as those two dags were suspends 
street, although a great many people 
around the houses from which they v 
pended, and tho excitement among ti 
high, still I had no pan in the controvert 
when I saw the American stars and strir 
cd without any names npon it, I heard 
rife from the assembled multitude which i 
heart proud. I felt, sir, that a device tb 
be put upon the flog of my country, 
piratical flag of disunion, were both ha b 
aside, and in their stead was to be the ft 
country. 

Sir, a paper has been established in 
that is to be a part and parcel of the 
scheme. Conceived in iniquity, brought 
fraud, having been the result of a combi 
mean and contemptible that it deserves th 
tion of honest men. It yet comes forward 
world, and undertakes to denounce men 
ing patriots. It may be that in the futu 
find good men enough on whom to vent i 
its malice and vituperation; yet, I i 
that, notwithstanding the con-up i 
round lis birth— notwithstanding tin 
mud vituperative energy with w 
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conducted, mail tho Union 

Lof v -ill prevail, and 

i an six months from to-day, 

claimed by any man wh<> dc-lres to 
>cciablc position among her citizens, 
n this amendment. 

MEiiiiAN gave a brief explanation of 
He was a Union-loving man, nnd rep- 
Union-loving constituency. ITe want- 
rafor an amicable adjustment to bo 
, and felt sanguine that, with the pro- 
riotisni of the American people, auch 
nent could be affected satisfactorily to 
Ho wsi heartily in favor of the ma- 
in, and approved of it* conciliatory 
! had voted aye on the amendment bo- 
eld that it was not in conflict with the 
le report. He conld not concur in the 

some gentlemen, that the amendment 
timatum. If lie had thought po ha 
have voted for it. 

Ami* desired permission to chance 
urn aye to no, 

chev. Mr. President, as I have occu- 
;tlc of the tame of this Convention since 
r.'d, I d> hire at tnii lime to Rive some 
r the vole that I am now about to give. 

18th of last month, at tho ballot box 

,t the district which I in part repre- 

at least three-fifths of the voters in that 

I me to vote again-.-, ibis amend- 

ic reason why i *ay that I was instrnct- 

•gainst it is this: I hold in my band a 
>ntuiniiig a speech delivered by me at a 
lug, held at our county scat just two 
are the election, in which speech I gave 
and the policy that I was in favor of; 

same meeting a series of resolutions 
'ted, which I indorsed and had printed 
rnlar. liaving sent these circulars to all 
ii< ■ii-irict, and having besides visited 
lies in my district, ray c oB titM P M 
policy. Aud I will ask the indulgence 
•use till I can read u paragraph from 
li. In speaking of the duties of this 
u, I stated as follows : 
what are the duties of our State Con- 

They will be many; too numerous to 
t. Brit one is, to cling to tho Union, so 
iere is a ray of hope that we will get 
stitutional rights under the Federal 
•nt— to do what they can to bring 
National Convention and ft re- 
in between the different sections, 
uri, with tho other border States, both 
I free, stand as a mediator between 
led and the offending States, and if we, 
to row of States, reaching from KM At 
the Pacific, v, ill stand firm to onr post, 
ot in our exertions, we may yet be tie 



humble instruments, In God's hand, of so 
this nadon from ruin." 

And now I will read from the resolutions. The 
eighth resolution is as follows: 

"That holding views we arc not prepared to 
abandon the Union, with all i« blessings, while 
any hope of adjustment remains. Until then we 
will maintain onr place in the Union, and 
contend for and demand our equal and constitu- 
tional rights, and will not be content with 

Now, Mr. President, I am opposed to saying to 
Hm il'-iieral Government, "You shall do thi*, N 
you shall do that." I Dm opposed to Missouri 
saying to tho border States, "If yon will do this 
or that, we will do so too," There is a point 
where forbearance ceases to be a virtue; but 
let Missouri reserve to herself the right to say 
when and where that point is. I wish to 
say, while I am np, Mr. President, that the 
people whom I in part represent here, feel 
that they are citizens of these United States, 
that they nrc loyal to the Government in which 
they live, and wish this Goveruiufltf to be per- 
petuated, and all the difficulties to be adjusted. 

We know that we have received many blessings 
from this Government; and we have hopes anil 
u- li btc these difficulties ran all be settled through 
and by a National Convention. Anil while I sny 
this, I wish to say further, that we ore not sub- 
miasiouists. No sir, we are far from it, and wc 
expect our lights in amendments to the Constitu- 
tion. Then I feel fully authorized by the position 
I took before my constituents, to vote against this 
amendment and support all the resolutions re- 
ported by the Committee on Federal Relations, 
or at least tho first, second, third, fourth, and 
fifth. Tho sixth and seventh I have some ob- 
jections to, though they only have reference to 
adjourning and electing a Committee whose duty 
it will be to call the convention together at -ln-h 
time and place as they may think fit. Wi<h these 
remarks, sir, I vote no. 
The vote thereupon stood ns followR : 
Ayes— Bartlett, Bast, Brown, Cnyce. Che- 
nanlt. Collier, Comingo, Crawford, Frnyser, 
Hatcher, Hill, Hough, Howell, Hudgina, Matson, 
Noe-ll, Redd, Sawyer, Sheelcy. Waller, Walking, 
Zlmmcnnnn, and Mr. President. 

Noes— Allen, Bass, Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Brondhead, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Doniphan, 
Doonell, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, Eltxcn, Flood, 
Foster, Gamble, Can tt, Givens, Gorin, Gravelly, 
Hall of Buchanan, Flail of Rand. >lp»i, HenderaoV, 
Hendricks, Hitchcock, Holmes. Holt. How. Ir- 
win, Isliell, Jackson. Jamison. Johnson, KiM, 
Lecpcr, Linton, Long, Murmadukp, Marvin, 
Maupill, McClurg, McCornvi'l;. McDowell, Mr 
Fcrran, Meyer, Morrow, Moss, Norton. "n\ 
Phillips, Pomcroy, Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Row- 
land. Sayre, Scott, Shackelford of Howard, 
Shackelford of St. Louis, Smith of Linn, Smith 
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of Bt LoilU, TimLdl, Turner, Welch, Wo 
W'oollo'lk, Wright, Vunlni-kirk. 
Am«cvt.— Messrs. Harbin, Roas, Stewart, and 

Knott iiiul Pipkin. 
Amendment declared rejected. 
Mr. Ham raovei I thu prevknia question. 
Mr. BuEfKismi«;K moved to adjourn, u a 
great many m embers were absent. Carried. 
Convention thereupon adjourned. 



SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

St. Locis, MjutL »th, 1801. 

Ill I :■■' U~> "Mi., fc, A, M. 

Mr. President in tlic chair. 

Pray i r by tin- Chaplain. 

Journal road and approved. 

Mr. Rr.Dn. i asked the gentleman who made 
the motion for the previous question lastevniTj::, 
to withdraw it, in Order that I may offer an 
amendment which I think will meet the views of 
tin.' Convention. 

The On a in. The question will he, shall the 
main question Ik now put 

A division wu GfcOfld for. 

Mr. Smith. Ido not understand, Mr. Presi- 
dent, what effect the previou* question will have. 

The (.'n a i it. ft will Iiritig the third resolution 
to nn iinm'-dintc vn'<\ 

Mr. ItunD. I coll for the ayes and noes on the 
question. 

The Chair. Tt Is too late, ns the question has 
been put, and the question called for. 

Tlic previous question was sustained: aye* 51, 
noes 33. 

The ayes and noca were then called on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

EXPLANATION OF VOTES. 

Mr. Biie<-kisiiidoe. I wish to say a few 
won!. whi< io pi rh up* may noc be strieUv in ex- 
planation of my vote. 

TLcChaiu. Leave will bo granted if no ob- 
jection is made. 

Mr. Breckinridge. Last evening when the 
linn was made la order the previous 
question, It may be remembered that I op- 
posed the motiou— I had it in my mind then, M 
a.-k Ihe indulgence nf the t ''invention, to permit 
M to make a few remarks, touching not only this 
solution but the whole scope of the 
resolutions before as. I And, however, there is 
.i il'-iioto vote on the proposition , und I don't 
desire to delay the action of the Convention by 
•fK-iikm^nt jti.v length; but I wish to say u word 
or two in raroranci Io 1 1 1 it- proposition, in the 
resolutions whjeli J had the honor to sub- 



mit some days ago to the Conventioii, 
n all h under the rules were referred to tlic 
tnittee on Federal Relations, 1 attejvpted to 
ihe ground that t' ion should,* 

lodgment, take in Its utterances in regard to 
dlflicnlties now pending throughout (be 
— 1 1 idle ii Hies which should be in 
justed for the purpose of restoring 
and peace. In those resolutions, JJr. 1'. 
I scrupulou-ly avoided— and for a purpose 
I ihouybt viae— indicating a< tny o 
or culling upon the Conventioii to in 

it nee, the adoption of any particular 
tion now pending before the country. 1 
mainly for these reasons: First, tl:u.s 1 kuia 
throughout this wide country 
great difference of opinion in regard to 
thc-u propositions, and considering loan n- 
ricties of opinion held by cool mil patnotk 
lneii. I think it will be a matter of great dirnn* 
ty to unite the count ry upon any partksnT 
pr . ip..-iii..n u propounded by any particular j* 
son; and secondly, for the reason that I S" 
learned by the course of events during th« last 
few months, to dread as I do the very pestueoct, 
secession itself, the schemes of those who, under 
all possible disguise*, seek to aggravate f 
troubles ; and I have discovered also that wbeneief 
a proposition is put to the Southern pioplt.if 
that proportion in inter, substanco and form k 
not immediately granted; if there i« a rcfussl to 
it in the precise form in which tome par- 
son thinks it ought to be granted, such a rtfuad 
is immediately made tho subject of a new ern<*4« 
in Ncbalfof the outrages on Southern rights, t>; 
those who seek to prevent all compromise.— 
I have noticed that and I dread It, and I 
desire by my action and by the action of tai* 
Conventiou, nnd by the action of the State of 
Missouri, which has now so nobly proclaimed 
herself loyal to the I'uion. the Constitution ud 
the laws to the very core of her great I 
avoid cwry tiling winch can afford new pntul 
for complaint. 

Mr. Redo. I call the gentleman to order. 

The CiiAin . Mate your point of order. 

Mr. Redd, I understand he arose to explain bl» 
vote. 

The Ciiaik. The gentleman asked leavs to 
make a speech, for the rea-on that 
tend to eonlVtie himself strictly to his fW 
the question and the House granted liitn leave. 

Mr. Rei.D. I did not so understand it. If to 
bate is to bo had I desire to be in a position *a«n 
it can be Answered. 

TheCH-Ain. When the gentleman's name 
called, ho enn ask leave likewise. 

Mr. I.lm;« KiNuitioi.. I trust, sir, il anything 
falls from my lips whit h the gentleman from 11* 
rion desires to answer, he iberty 

luukc a speech in reply. Rut I dcaire to speak 



efercnec to the reasons why I thought it 

able t" uvf.i 1 stating in any proposition 
' lals Cobtcu r i i-i n (bt in >y particu- 
of adjustment. I have already said I 
groi; i Flax it wa* almost im- 

oow to hope Unit thii great body of the 
any section could bo brought to adopt 
■fdmlty any one proposition, mid scc- 
at the indorsement of any particular prop- 
er Da i- Hay particular p 
rould, if It should afterwards be modified 
in any respect, afford a pretext 
who »eek to produce trouble to 
the exact thing which wc desired 
been granted, and wc will not rest m»- 
exactly what we wish is grunted, 
, fir, £n regard to this matter, which I 
to present in the resolutions [ submit- 
i ihi-' i that touching this slavery 

to the Territories— which is really 
seriously disputed question pending, 
when tattled, will really settle 
controversy— that the people should 
I mentor the present difficulties upon 
rincipU*, which baa as a basis and 
scognlios, simply this: That the people of 
rth should abandon any purpose to use 
erof the General Government, oa it Bright 
nitted to their hum!?, to repress or extin- 
lavery; and that answering to this rolin- 
nt on the part ol* the [icople of the North, 
iple Of the Soatli should avow their 
solemnly and fairly to abandon every 
use the power of the Geueral Government, 
gbt lie rnmniitted to them, to perpetuate 

f slavery. 1 believe ihis is the true basis, 
it covers the entire ease; and I believe 
t principle, whenever the Northern people 
og to accept it— at I believe they now are— 
t principle applied to public affairs will 
ery difficulty. 

sir, with nil deference to the Commit- 
Fedoral Relations, cvory member of 
I know, and every member of 
[ respect— with all due deference to 
perior ago, wisdom and experience, I 
would have been bettor If they had 
this plan rather than the one which 
« adopted. At the same time I recognize 
, and with pleas ore, that in framing this 
'utiou, they have, with most bctu- 
■xtt, as I think appears from the framing 
resolution, carefully excluded from the 

K every thing which in any manner 
rued as an ultimatum. In tlntt, 
nd applaud the uetiun of the Corn- 
It is intended by them, if the Conven- 
II adopt it, as I du not doubt it will, that 
zo simply, as an announcement to the 
f all sections of tho country, that the 
lissouri desires this whole difficulty 



ami '-ably and justly settled; and while it is 
not wedded to any particular proposition, 
yet, it is the belief of those who 
sent the people here, that this particular proposi- 
tion, If adopted, trtB. be successful in produci 
the result so much desired. So far, I approve it; 
for 1 say here, that I may be distinctly understood, 
that so far as the proposition of the Honorable 
Senntor from Kentucky la concerned, I have no 
objection to it, and I can aid further, that cither 
one of tho four or live other propositions 
pending before the hut Congress, would, 
adopted, in my Judgment, give peace to the coun- 
try; the Crittenden proposition — the DongI 

•ion— the Corwiu-Adnms proposition, or 
tho Peace Conference proposition— nny one 
of them, in my judgment, fairly applied and 
properly adopted, will settle t his whole cot r 
sy. But, I am not wedded to any particular pro- 
position. And, sir, now I come to the point upon 
which I wish particularly to say a word, It will 
be remembered— and it is known throughout the 
country — that this grand old Senator from Ken- 
tucky, standing up as a statesman omonu' 
.inns, as a real patriot among pigmies, did not 
include in his original proposition that clause 
which applies to the future acquisition of territo- 
ry. He was too wise a man fur that. I have no 
doubt, while I do not pretend to understand the 
secret workings of this thing, that ho pal 
clause in, as an addition io bis Original 
proposition, only at tho importunate request 
of some Southern friends; and while I have 
no desire or right to speak of the motives of 
men, ex irus they are made manifest 

through their acts— yet I say now, it is my 
conviction that, whatever may havo been tho mo- 
tives of those who have sought to make this 
provision concerning future territorial acquH- 
tipns he tine qua non of any settlement, 
if they persist in it they are enemies to 
Missouri, to the Union, and r- the public pem-c; 
and deserve, as I believe they will be, to be 
crushed out and put down. Why, sir, our terri- 
tory is large enough already — eo large that 
cannot manage it— so large that we cannot peo- 
ple It; and the territory already devoted to 
slavery is so large that for perhaps one hundred 
years, at the samo rale of progress we ha» I 
making, we will not have more than enongh 
slaves to till and cultivate it. But, with all 
these facts staring us in tho face, there arc gentle- 
men who seek to make it an absolute oooditfafl 
of the settlement of this question : thnt wo shall 
make no agreement without fixing the p< 
the country as to territory which we have i • 
acquired. 1 trust, at least during BJ life, that we 
shall have no more territory. If we hadac-niiivd 
none during the last twenty or thirty years, we 
should have had none of these troubles; and the 
sooner the public mind understands and 



■pon the conviction that we already hare euffl- 

i ided the area of freedom, th I 
it will be lor the peace of tin.- country. I be. 
Ueve. it to be bad statesmanship to attempt to 
legislate finally now, concerning territories we 
do not own Mid may never inquire. While 
I, of course, do nut pretend to apply what 
I have said In reference to the motive which 
induces the advocacy of this amendment to 

the CommitU "i Federal Relations, any mure 

than to the noble old Senator from Kentucky, 
wfiom I love and honor a> much as man can, I 
still say that those who adhere to the propo-ition 
that a settlement of the question must be to in- 
clude the statu* of territory hereafter to be ac- 
<jmir. I, ore doing what they can to destroy 
the country and its peace. That is all I wish 
to say now on that subject. But in order 
that I may not be misunderstood, I say further. 
th it I expect to vote for the resolution. I desire 
to do all 1 can to make the Convention, as nearly 
as possible, a unit on this as on all questions. — 
lam willing to waive my judgment whl tlel ■ i I < an 
do so without violating my st If- respect or sense 
of duty. Bttt I sny, if it was here intended to say 
that the Crittenden proposition, including Its ap- 
plication to future acquisitions, was to be a teat 
whether Missouri would remain true to the Union, 
I would scorn it, sir, — I would do my utmost to 
defeat it. Hut ns I understand it as a recommen- 
dation of the people or Missouri that, in their 
judgment, this proposition, if adopted, would be 
final, the simple announcement to the country 
that if the people of Missouri are willing;, If tin 
country is willing-, to accept it aj I basis of ad- 
justment, with that understanding and the expla- 
nation of my views I have already given, I shall 
vote for the resolution. 

Mr. Dkidob. I do not look upon this as an 
ultimatum. I am not against compromise — 
the Douglas, Crittenden, or the various 
oilier propositions, meet my approbation. The 
only thing in the Crittenden proposition which I 
cannot indorse is that in regard to acquiring ter- 
ritory. If that was stricken out, I should have 
no objection to it. With this statement, I desire 
to say (hat 1 shall vote for the resolution. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Mr. President, I desire to say 
a few words in explanation of my vote upon the 
on now before the Convention. I am the 
BMH impelled to do so In view of the construction 
which I learn has been placed by some gentlemen 
upon some remarks which I made a few days 
since before this body, with reference to the ma- 
jority report of the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions and the resolutions accompanying the same. 

I beg leave, sir, to call the attention of (be Con- 
vention to the words which I did in fact use on 
that occasion. 1 then spoke of the Report at a 
. tad stated llmt. MgV41ll| it as a " Union 
Report," prvivnt'mg ni} ultimatum and. coaiaiamg. 
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no threat. I wu in favor of it a* s. 
that there were some passages in the Rep 

some of the resolutions, to which I ■■■ 

that I should express my sentiment by mr j 

Permit rne, sir, very briefly to state the I 
for which I am unable to vote for this resolution. 
I have very carefully examined it, upon 
merits, and without reference to any party i 
I find that by this resolution I am railed i 
t u t pi fj dM IN -liei that the adoption of 1 
known as the "Crittenden Compromise," 
the extension of the same to the te 
after to he acquired by treaty or olh< 
successfully remove the causes of ditTeienes I 
ever from the arena of national politics. Csas. 
the most careful consideration, and while I m 
most anxious that the action of this ConventtM 
should as far as possible be unanimous, I an la- 
able to express that belief. 

I object in the first place to the clause reUdaj J 
to the Territory hereafter to be acq aired. Briefly, 
I look upon It as a direct encouragement to "111 
blistering." It can have no other effect than is 
stimulate the efforts of those who are already dis- 
posed by unlawful and unfriendly means to *A 
the acquisition of territory from nci|>h!> «£ 
powers, in the interest of the extension of sUvery. 

But even without that clause, I am uns'-li- N) 
see that this proposition — I refer to that part of ll 
which relates to the slavery qurstiou In tbekitV 
torioi — is a wise or practicable basis of utyat- 
ment. I do not consider it, sir, as being in my 
proper sense a compromise. What ore the fact* 1 
We know that many of the people of this 
do not desire the extension of slavery. Tl 
the opinion, upon honest conviction, that 
for the future good of the territories thai the una- 
tution of slavery should lie established ihffl 
And also believing that the entire control, B»<l 
therefore the entire responsibility. In respect » 
the affairs and the institutions of the territories, 
while they remain In the territorial condition, MM 
under the Constitution with the National Le|Jh 
lnttire, they consider that whenever it is neresat? 
to exercise the power in question, it sboaM 
and rightfully may be exercised in ao 
with that opinion. That is their real ami fix*" 
conviction. On the other hand, another lug* 
portion of the people believe,— and I doubt not 
with equally honest conviction— lhat that instits- 
tion ought to be established in the tcrritori* 
Some of them believe that the Constitution g)<* 
the slaveholder the right to carry bis slaves sufl 
the territories nnd hold them there: others, with- 
out reference lo the constitutional question, con- 
sider that this right should I* acituowlwl 
matter of fair and equitable division. 

Now, without reference to the ■ -unvctneBs at 
Otherwise of cither of these i 
make is lhat a proposition which in effect rcqobw 
either the one party or the other to surrender I 



©notions, — to act iii direct opposition to their 
Ample* — i» doc a compromise. The perrons 
wpeatively holding these opposite views, are, »o 
itpeak, at a dead-lock. Is it a compromise to 
ry to either— yon must surrender your eonvic- 
|M I 

1 nm w«y far from opposing a comprom ise. I de- 
Ire only that it be really a compromise — one 
Ihkh snail require from neither party a Sacrifice 
t prin hich by removing the - 

Utter from the arena of controversy shall bring 
.bout an adjustment honorable to both. Such an 
4r**tmcnt, sir, in my opinion, has already been 
nposed. The proposition to enable the lnhah- 
•sat» of Mew Mexico — the only territory in dis- 
»te, and in which slavery is now in fact reeog- 
ted by law — to form a State Constitution, with 
r * iihoot slaver^', as to them shall seem lit, ap- 
taa to roe to be a practical compromise such as 
I have indicated. I regret, sir, if any plan was 
B be indicated by this Convention, that it ffll 
wt ituc of that description, or on some such basis, 
tat, as the question now comes up, I nod myself 
ailed upon to express a direct opinion as to the 
Writs or this particular plan, and my opinion is 
phut it. 

1 might give other reasons why it does not seem 
I Be desirable or expedient for the Convention 
» idopt this resolution, some ol" which have been 
cheated in the remarks of my friend and col- 
ague, (Mr. Breckinridge;) but having frankly 
Wed my objection to the plan in question, on its 
■ will not further trespass on the indul- 
ge of the Convention. I vote no. 
Mr. Mktee. Understanding that the Criiten- 
!n proposition, as used in this resolution, is no 
tim arum, ami not so intended by the Committee 
t Federal Relations, I shall vote for the resolu- 
w. 

Mr. Broaduead. Mr. President, I will, by 
l*e of the Convention, briefly give the reasons 
iv 1 -hall vote against this resolution. The 
mmittee has recommended the call of a Nation- 
Con vention, to make such adjustment of ex- 
ing difficulties as may be found necessary for 
I peace of the country and the preservation of 
i Union. I deem it therefore unwise to tie the 
lids of our delegates to that Convention, by 
ggesting any proposition of adjustment, leav- 
j them free to actus surrounding circumstances 
ate. This is mv first objection; but if 

are to make a suggestion, and propose a plan 
adjustment, then I think we ought to sugges 1 
nething battn than the Crittenden proposi- 
n — I mean that portion of his plan which n- 
a to the Territories— for to the other portions 
it I make no objection. I think the Douglas 
jpositiou better — the Corwin-Adams proposi- 
ti butter, and the Franklin substitute far better. 
e last named proposition, I see by the dlspatch- 
lorniug, has been recommended by the 



Committee on Federal Relations of the Virginia 
Convention, and it is altogether likely that if any- 
thing is done that this will be the proposition 
finally adopted. I think the Crittenden proposi- 
tion the least likely of ull to be adopted. Were I 
a member of the proposed National Convention, 
I am not prepared to say what I would do, but I 
wonld support almost any proposition which 
might be deemed accessory to bring peace to the 
country anil preserve the integrity of the Union. 
But I deem it the best policy, and when I say pol- 
icy I mean the best policy in reference to the sew 
tlcment of these questions of difference, to leave 
our delegates untrammelled as to their future ac- 
tion. 
The resolution was adopted. Ayes 88, nays 4. 

Mr. Gamble. The next resolution that 
comes up, I have redrawn, with the consent of 
the committee, using, however, the lungimge of 
the resolution chiefly as reported by the commit- 
tee, and only making such alterations as seem to 
meet the views of the various gentlemen In 
the Convention, and especially the gentlemen 
who proposed the original resolution in the com- 
mittee. In offering tho resolution, I will autocall 
1 1 1 e previous question . 

The resolution was then read by the Secretary, 
as follows : 

Resolved, That the people of Missouri believe 
that tho peace and quiet of the country will be 
promoted by a Convention to pass amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, and this 
Convention, therefore, urges the Legislature of 
this State, and of other States, to take proper 
steps Tor calling such Convention in pursuance of 
tin- tilth article of the Constitution, and to provide 
by law for the election by the people of such 
number of delegates as are to bo sent to such 
Convention. 

The motion for the previous question was sus- 
tained. 

Mr. Redd. I do not understand parliamentary 
rules, and 1 do not understand what the main 
question is. 

The Chair. It is on the adoption of tho sub- 
stitute; whether that shall be put in place of he 
original. 

Mr. Dqnifhah. Does the adoption of the sub- 
stitute make it equivalent to the adoption of the 
whole thing? 

The Cuair. I think so, sir. 

The amendment was then concurred to. 

Mr. Hatcher. Is it in order to move an 
amendment? 

Mr, Welch. It strikes mo that, if an amend- 
ment is agreed to, It is not then subject to amend- 
ment That, I think, is the course of the Legisla- 
turv 

Mr. Hcdgiks. I understand that the original 
resolution would have been subject to an amend- 



rii' !;:. and that this takes the place of it, and i» 
subject to amendment. 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan. The previous ques- 
tion is still in operation, as I understand it, and, 
as a matter of course, no amendment ran be in 
order. 

Mr, Redd. I understand the previous question 
was called a* to win ther this should be substitu- 
ted, I sec gentlemen are desirous of outline: tM 
all amendments and BXdladfng debate. Wo di> 
not want any ill i.ao- 1 itj our side, but we would 
like the privilege of offering such amendments as 
meat our view*. 

The CiiAin. My impression Is, tho previous 
question having been sustained, it will refer to 
each proposition in its regular order, and con- 
tinue uji to tins adoption of the original rcsolu- 

Hen. 

Mr. lloucn. Does this cut off all debate from 
the resolution? 

TlieCuAis. Yes, sir. 

Mr. flout; h. I am somewhat anxious to be 
heard ou the fourth resolution, hut it would not be 
In order now, I suppose, to offer any remarks 
upon the subjt- 1. 

Tho Chaik. Tho previous question cuts off all 
debate and amendments until the whole question 
Is disposed "f. 

The roll was then called. 

EXPLANATIONS OF VOTES. 

Mr. Redd. I am opposed to (Oil iWOlitliftlll 
Idea for* National Convention; ihat Con- 
vention ean be called only on the application of 
luM-ihinls of the States. Congress considers the 
seceded Stales as yet in the Union. Upon that 
basis it would require the action of twenty-three 
States before Congress could call such a conven- 
tion. Many of the Legislatures of the free Stutes 
are committed on the record against all loiu- 
promise or concession. They would not, khan- 
Am, unite In the call; and If Congress should 
change the basis and admit that the seceded States 
are out of tho Union, then it would require but 
eighteen States to unite in the call, and a Nation- 
al Convention could be had; but in that case 
Virginia and Maryland, and probably North Car- 
olina, would refuse to go into such a Convention, 
and secede in that eveut.which I consider certain, 
there would be bnt five slave States to nineteen 
free States. The anti-slavery party, for the first 
time in its history, would have the power, under 
the Constitution, not only to propose an amend- 
ment that would abolish slavery in the States, 
but tho power under the Constitution to ratify it. 
This proposition, a National Convention, is the 
only proposition that party has yet deigned to 
make, while it has persistently rejected all propo- 
sitions made by the Slave States. I consider this 
proposition, < otning lrom the Republican party 
under present circumstances, will prove a slangh- 
terpea for slave ipsrjlta lions. I therefore vote no. 



Mr. Satre. Tr is understood, sit, that MBS 
proposition is to be prei m clal] 

call for a conference, or consultation, or 
tiou, of the slave State* still rema 
Union. It is understood. I believe, by al 
that this convention is to tokephi' 
pit riou ■adpn-llrniuary to th^Goacall 
tion of the whole States. I believe that we \ 
have the courage, If necessary, in the mow wiy j 
as wo find we possess it now, to take steps fur ffr 
sis ting all use of illegal power or tho illegal i 
of power. If we shall be brought into tail 
slaughter pen I believe we shall have the strength 
and i ourage to iuitiate all proper steps furrteit- 
lanee. If there is to be a settlement, sir, it is to 
be done only, £ think, by some united action tf 
the peopteof all the Slates. OurCoiistitnticmlni 
provided two modes for entering upon that v- 
tion, and this is one of lhem. It is pn 
seems to me, that the resolution ihotld h 
adopted, and particularly as we contemplate, sal 
as It is understood by all of us, that there i» *S- 
other resolution, which, alth" ■ 'a brand 

in this series, yet is printed— that chvr 
other resolution that will give us consuliatios 
with our sisters that remain true to the UnlftB. 
I therefore vote aye. 

Mr, Howell. I desire to make a brief aste 
nation. I am a Union man, sir. I came bora to 
contribute all within my power to ih«- |>ra*efl» 
tion of the U Dion upon terms of equality to 4* 
Stales nnd to the people of the respective Stutac- 
I baUers that In onler to the preservation of shls 
Union an adjustment is absolutely neresHTT. 
This Union cannot be preserved without on »* 
justment of the qneslions between the rtirwlt'* 
parties of the Confederacy. There ore but ton* 
ways that 1 am apprised of, of bringing al 
adjustment. One of these means is by a N'atinul 
Convention as prescribed by the Con-' 
the other is by amendments proposed by tin 
Congress of the United States to the Sul» 
which will become a purl of the ConstitdtiOD 
when ratified by threc-fourlhs of the States; U'l 
the other is by a convention of the remaining 
slave States, usually called bonier States, 
Junction with the border free States. This, toot- 
ing to any final action, would be a revolutionary 
measure, nnd outside of the Constitution l 1 
would be tantamount, sir, to throwing off ■ pw 
tion of the North, and leaving out a portion uf 
the South. Now, sir, I am in favor of that pW- 
Joct, not as a revolutionary project, hut as a 
auxiliary to the proposition contained in the rc» 
olution that we have just been called to vote t 
on. I am In favor of a Border State 
tion to call the attention of the Northern 
to the great necessity of action in adopting 
amendments to tho Constitution of the United 
States, in order to preserve the Union, 
see no inconsistency whatever in these two 






tug Adopted by 111 ion and 

jre the country. Now, sir, the project 
i ned in the resolution, is the only one I 
knar of by which wo can appeal to the treat 
[ am for making that appeal 
Wore surrr tidering the Union with all its bless- 
Jap I «n for giving that million and « quarter 
of Boo -hearted. Democrats, "Whigs and Ameri- 
CHtt, one more opponnnity of righting them- 
•dves before the coon try and in the 1'nce <>f the 
fhilotd world. I believe, sir, that when thut np- 
yi i» made— and a border State Convention v. ill 
be tile proper means of presenting that appeal— 
Jlut the response will come back echoing over 
MDj and valleys to the remotest portion of 
oot possession, giving ns all we can ties ire. 
Thtte arc the manifestations I see around 
■« »t this period. This, sir, is the hund- 
titine upon the wall, and before I am dis- 
puted to take final action npon this thinn, 
•» I remarked before, I am disposed to give 
ta« h'orth and the South, as well as tho centre of 
Iks country and every portion of the conn try an 
ppportaniiy to be heard at the ballot box. I 
**»[ to make that appeal to tho people of tin- 
sir. If we expect the salvation of this 
Psion it will proceed from the people — we have 
uthlog to expect from the politicians in power 
*ftw. The present politician* are inefficient for 
•Oy good, And therefore I am for going behind 
Hem, and that, too, in conformity with law and 
indcr the forma of the Constitution, 10 the gnat 
loorce of ull power, the people themselves. 

The vote was then announced, and the resolu- 
ion wns adopted— ayea 85, noes 9. 
Bm following are the gentlemen who voted in 

i 
Me»*rs. Brown, Chcnanlt, Doniphan, Hatcher, 
lough, Hill, Hudgios, Redd and Walking. 
Mr. Dos.nell then offered the following as an 
oaondment to tho fifth resolution : 
"In vk-w of the existing state of afTnirs, in order 
> avoid and more effectually prevent a conflict 
'ith tho seceding States, which would forever 
lose the door to compromise, we believe it to be 
te duty of the Executive to withdraw nil Gov- 
rnim-nt troops from their borders, and abstain 
"i>m the collection of the revenue, thereby de- 
riving them of any plea for bringing on a hostile 
Dgngement with a view of engaging tlie syni- 
atby and co-operation of tho remaining slave 

mm." 

Mr. Don-sell. In offering this I do not do so 
agavaa I object to the original proposition. I 
ids! cordially indorse (he original resolution, an A 
Mtevt il'i- to be in perfect harmony andcon- 
■ ttu it. I believe it to be a pence offering, 
am «;ui-lled that the most important thing for 
| to demand now is time. Timo will answer for 
i when everything else foils. It mi 
juevded by all thut the few troops remain- 



ing in the seceded States are perfectly useless 
for good. They can accomplish nothing for the 
Confederated Government. Connected with the 
position taken by President Lincoln, that he will 
not only possess, hut that he will hold the forts, 
it must be apparent that to do this it will bt 
necessary to odd an additional force, which would 
bring on a conflict thai would malt in great and 
serious injury. But by withdrawing the troops 
this conllict might be a verted. Tho sympathies 
of the border SfetM of the South are such that 
they are not prepared, whether right or wrong, to 
consent that the General Government shall, under 
existing i inumstancos, resort to force in any 
manner whatever. Therefore, I submit this reso- 
lution, believing that, if sustained, a conflict may 
lie avoided. 

Mr, Hough. Yesterday, sir, I offered an 
amendment on this very subject. That amend- 
ment was laid on the table in order to be printed. 
I wish to inquire whether that amendment does 
not have precedence to the one offered this 
inorniiip. Il is on the same subject, although 
not in the same language. 

Mr. Doxnell. I hope the gentleman will 
accept this as a substitute. 

Mr. Hot-oil. To save all difficulty, I am wil- 
ling to accept tho amendment of the gentleman 
as a substitute for the propofition I presented. 

Mr. Dos hell. I now offer it as nn amend- 
ment to tho fifth resolution. 

Mr. 1 1 m.i, of Buchanan. I would like to offer 
a substitute for this amendnv I 

"That this Convendon is not snfficiently inform- 
ed as to the facts concerning the forts of the United 
States in the limits of the seceded States as to be 
able to give an opinion in reference to the beat 
course of tho Federal Government touching them ; 
but this Convention earnestly hope that such ac- 
tion will be taken by the authority of tho United 
States as to avoid all hostile action between the 
seceded States and the General Government." 

Now, I do not conceive that we are sufficiently 
acquainted with all the facts touching the collec- 
tion of the revenue and the forts, as to well enable 
us to give an opinion as to the course we should 
pursue in reference to these forts. Let us con- 
ceive that wo have two thousand troops in tho 
Stat© of Texas. These troops ore there to protect 
the people from the Comanche and other Indians. 
Now, I am not prepared to say that it would be 
wise or just for the Government of the United 
States, under present circumstances, to withdraw 
the troops from Texas, and thus invite the In- 
dians to attack our friends in that State. I am 
not prepared to suy that such a course would ho 
wise, just or humane. I am not prepared to say 
thut ■-mli a course would promote the welfare of 
this country. On the contrary, if we should with- 
draw tlioso'troops and invite the savages to slaugh- 
ter the people, I think such conduct would be 



• By on the pnrt of the GoVernmam 
United States. How is it in ri gard to tho forts in 
r of Mexico. I boc a majority of a com- 
in the Convention of Virginia, sixteen our 
: i r v -i ,n c- members have declared Ihnt it was 
proper tor the Federal Government to hold those 
forts in the Gulf of Mexico, and necessary for 
the protection of our commerce. I know not 
lev that may bo. I am not prepared to express 
on opinion upon It, but surely if the United States 
do hold forts in the Gulf which can be held with- 
out offense to the people of Florida, anil which 
may be necessary for the protection of our com- 
merce, I do think It would bo improper , under 
those circumstances, for tho Federal Government 
to give them op. In reference to the other forts. 
It might bo well to ahandon them. We kamf 
the President is about to abandon Fort Sumter, 
nml I think will abandon Fort Pickens. 1 must say 
that I trust he will pursue such a course in refer- 
ence to the forts nnd the revenue as will avoid all 
hostlo collision. Sir, this question of revenue is 
one I nm not at present able to express my opin- 
ion on In a very decided manner. We know, sir, 
that the tariff established by tho Cotton States is 
much lower than the tariff established by the 
Government of the United States. Now if 
any amicable arrangement cannot be made, 
with reference to this tariff, will not every 
gentleman perceive that the revenue of the 
General Government will be gradually de- 
stroyed by our importB coming to Southern ports 
and in that way coming into the present territo- 
ries of the United States. I am not able to say 
what tho best course is. I am not sufficiently in- 
formed, and in my ignorance I am not willing to 
undertake to instruct the President of the United 
States how he Khali administer the Government, 
but I am willing to say he ought to administer 
tho Government so as io avoid all hostile collis- 
ion between tho Federal and Confederate gov- 
ernments. 

Mr. Hocoff. In my opinion the amendment 
Is merely tautology. It is the same thing as is 
incorporated in the amendment offered by the 
fi nil -man from Buchanan, (Mr. Donnell,) I re- 
gard it as a flxed fact, that if the troops are not 
withdrawn from the forts in the seceded States, 
that war will result. I had rather every fort in 
the United States were sunk into the ocean, and 
every man-of-war sunk into the depths of the 
ocean, than civil war should prevail in this coun- 
try. Now, the Government has built forts in 
South Carolina, Florida, and all around the gulf 
coast, for the protection of Southern people and 
the protection of commerce. 

The people of the South have formed an inde- 
pendent government. They think they are able 
to maintain that government, and when they no- 
tify our Government that they have formed a gOT- 
crnuwnt, and demand the forts, if their demand 



Is not granted, they wiil . < .lefrada* 

tinll to allow n fhrrlgu power— as they regard the 
United States— to keep troops io those forts; aid 
the eeaswqsenM will be, Southern troop* wil 
take those for;- iiinl rivil war will result, Wio 
docs not know that a large number of in-noOJU 
the border States would fight lor their kindnd 
in a conflict of that kind, and that the cuirairj 
would b« involved In civil war. Any person "bo 
knows anything about the Southern conracp, nl" 
lantry and chivalry that exists among the propu 
in the slavebolding States of the Southern Rc|><u> 
lii , know that the whole country will be invoma 
in civil war. 

I think it is the duty of the President of lbs 
United States to execute the laws if he ran do* 
with a view of preserving our iiisiuiitnu'. If he 
has to execute tin lie institution 

of our country, that it is nut the object of 
law; and if the laws cannot be executed wlthow 
destroying institution* whirh they wen intevM 
to preserve, then the l'resjdent ought not to & 
ecutethom. It is the duty of the people nf M* 
to say to the President that If the troops w 
not withdrawn, ci vtl war will result. The 
to state It as a fact, that he may be advised of uV 
grounds on which he is administering this Got- 
erniuent; and request him to withdraw !&• 
1 1 - ■ ■ - \-. 

These are my views on the propoailfou, awl I 
therefore move to reject the substitute- offered bj 
the gentleman from Buchanan, (Mr. Hall.) 

Mr. Moss. I hope the amendment orTeredlT 
the gentleman from Buchanan will pass, WVn 
any proposition is made that looks to the prwer- 
vation of the Union, and whenever MiisaOf k 
called upon to give on expression of opinion b 
regard to any policy that will hare a tcnilcnct H 
build up that Union, I am for it. 

I wish to say a few words concerning the 
amendment offered by my friend from ItacLaBiB. 
(Mr. Donnell.) 

Mr. President, when the news was brought « 
ns, a few days ago, by telegraph , that the Fits!- 
dent had given orders that the troops sbooW I* 
withdrawn from Fort Sumter, how did it riM 
the people of Missouri? We all rejoiced and M 
like shouting for joy. And why 7 Hceaasa »« 
looked upon it as the harbinger of pen 
this would be the sentiment throughout tin- South 
with every man who loves U .iud«ko 

hopes for a peaceable adjustment of om 
ties. And I say here to the Union men of tali 
Convention, that If President Lincoln— that if tki 
telegram that reached tins city had been troe. 
and he Ami withdrawn the troops from Fort Sum- 
ter, seeessionism would have died ; It would h»w 
been the most fatal blow to the enemies of tbc 
Union that could have been dealt. A-> 
when Missouri i- > ailed upon to en 
6uuu.ll be rccommcu led In relation to th*«ir ton 
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, ted It my duty, end in harmony with 
the policy I have advocated in this Convention. 
to gi«? mv -npjuiri t>> [hi 

measure. The objections ■ 
by my fin nil from Buchnrmn (Mr. Hall) do not 
mile mi' with force. He says. In tome of these 
KctdcrJ Stives the people will be left unprotected. 
re worked i -1 1 1 ilioir own destiny; 
they huve taken the responsibility of rais- 
ing tin- secession flaL>; they have with- 
themsclvea from tlio protection 
' .rivf-i r, iin-iit, and now I am in favor of 
■ •f that thing, and I 
: will have n good effect on them. I think 
it an attempt to awaken In their mind* some re- 
dactions whereby they tan be mode to feel the 
disadvantages of secession, I helicve It will 
have- a good effect upou them. I can see no Ob- 
jection, so far as my judgment goes In this mat- 
to the resolution offered, by the gentleman 
Buchanan. Whenever any member of the 
en t ion proposes a measure that looks 
t.j the building up of this Union, I am 
with him. I voted yesterday against the 
proposition which embodied my feelings. 
X felt, in »he language of that resolution, that 
lltUlrfmil the last hope was extinguished I would 
ago with the Sonth ; but I doubt the policy of sta- 

Cxing that position now in this Convention, be- 
«-n.uae I do not want to say to the leaders of seces- 
sion in the South, "Gentlemen, when yon foreetis 
«o that alternative, then we will go with you." 
If every border State took such a position as 
that Fort Sumter would be attacked be- 
fore to-morrow night. If the intelligence could 
Teach the leaders of secession In the South. The 
only reason I voted against the resolution offered 
by Mr. Bast yesterday — notwithstanding my sym- 
pathies are with the South, and in that bitter al- 
ternative I expect to pre my voice for Missouri 
going there — woe that I doubted it a.- a question 
of policy. 

Bat this proposition looks not to secession, and 
I contend that If President Lincoln should carry 
out that policy, it would lie the death blow of se- 
i in the Border States, and in the South. 
Ho would be understood then to be for peace, and 
the bitterness of feeling that now exists against 
him would tie removed. Looking upon it, sir, as 
a great Union movement, I shall give my appro- 
bation to the measuro, and I hope that Mr. Hall's 
amendment will be voted down, and that the 
amendment of my friend from Buchanan (Mr. 
Danncll.) will be adopted. 

Mr. Shack F.LKORD of Howard. If it is in 
order I wish to offer ao amendment : 

" And it is the opinion of this Convention that 
the cherished de.-ire to preserve the country, 
and restore fraternal feelings would he proiunied 
l.y the withdrawal of the Federal troops from 
such parts of the seceded States where there is 



danger of a collision between the Federal ami 

Male foriCS." 

Mr. KtDD. Mr. President, I prefer the amend- 
ment, rreferringtheamendmentto the substitute, 
I wish to offer some reasons for the vote I shall 
cast. It is admitted that a hostile collision between 
the General Government and the forces of the 
HBedM States would not only dissolve the 
Union, but destroy all hope of its reconstruction. 
The President In his Inaugural disclaims any In- 
•wHon of tavadtng the Southern States for the 
purposes of subjugation, but he distinctly states 
that he will hold and possess the forts and other 
property of the United States within their limit", 
and will collect the. revenue, and this course is 
made to depend on one contingency only, that the 
•necessary means (men and money) are furnished. 
The Custom Houses and most of the forts ore 
now in the possession of the Southern Confedera- 
cy, and that Confederacy is fully prepared to 
deiViicl their possession at the cannon's mouth. 
Mr. Lincoln says ho will, if the means are fur- 
nished, hold, possess and occupy the places and 
property belonging to the General Government 
It is an old saying, that catching Is before 
hanging; in this Instance taking comes 
before holding or possessing. The Southern 
Confederacy has an army of fifty thousand men 
ready to march at an hour's warning. Au at- 
tempt to take any of the custom-houses or forts 
now in its possession would involve a eontlict 
between that army and the forces of the General 
Government. That would be war, and in the 
language of the resolution to which this is an 
amendment, would "entirely extinguish all hope 
of an amicable settlement," and as it might fur- 
ther have said, would not only dissolve the Un- 
ion, but destroy all hope of its reconstruction. 
This amendment requests the Administration to 
refrain from any attempt to collect the revenue in 
the seceded States, and to withdraw the troops 
in those States. It looks to the preservation of 
the Union by recommending a course of policy 
that would prevent n hostile conflict. While 
I do not boast of my loyalty to the Union on all 
occasions, as some gentlemen arc in the habit of 
doing, you will find my vote recorded for every 
measuro tending to Its preservation. Mr. Lincoln, 
following in the footsteps of his predecessor, bos 
committed a fatal mistake in taking the position 
that the seceded States are yet in the 
Union; and while occupying that po- 
sition, I do not blame him for avow- 
ing his determination to hold, possess and 
occupy the forts, arsenals and custom bouses, 
and to collect the revenue, for it is his sworn duty 
to take care of tho Government property, and ex- 
ecute the laws everywhere within the Union. 
Coercion is the logical sequence of tho proposi- 
tion that those States are yet in the Union. He 
is to blume for taking*. C«3an v^tom. H4V>«)Sa 
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I a constitutional right to with- 
draw from the Union qy not, is one quest i 
whether they have withdrawn or not is another 
nml tOUlty different question. Whether they had 
the right 10 withdraw or not is a legal gn 
about which jurists and statesmen may and do 
differ. Whether tbey have withdrawn or not is a 
question of fact, about which I do not see any 
room for two opinions. What are the facts: they 
have, by separate Stale action, severed tin ir i n 
neetlon with the Union; they have fornu-il n Con- 
federacy of their own, and adopted a Constitution 
uf (heir own; by that Constitution they have cie- 
ated a Federal Government unknown to oar Con- 
stitution; thai Government is in full operation, 
exercising all the powers of sovereignty, rind 
prepared to defend its claim to sovereignty 
against all who may question its right by 
force of armi , Why | li i o ■ n I )i«_v not out of the 
IMga? The answer is that they had no consti- 
tutional right to go out. Admit, for the sake of 
the argument that the Constitution expressly de- 
nies the right of a State to withdraw from tin- 
Union. H does not follow that they are yet in the 
Uniou uuks you are prepared to assert that a 
CUMt do wrong— cannot do an act tliat vi- 
olates the Constitution; an assertion that 1 pre- 
sume no p.-iit!nn:in on this floor is prepared to 
make. They have withdrawn, whether they had 
the right to do so or not, and having withdrawn 
they are no longer a part of the Union, hut are 
n itliin ihe limits of a foreign gov.-niin>nt; and 
had Mr. Lincoln acknowledged, the fact, it would 
haw avoided all danger of collision— ho wool I 
have had no more right to attempt to enforce the 

laws Or '(ill" ct the rei-i'iiue- within their limit, 
thun within the limits of Mexico or the island of 
Cuba. I prefer the amendment to the substitute, 
because die amendment requests the Administra- 
tion to refrain from the attempt to collect the rev- 
I'niic The substitute docs not go to that extent. 
I shall therefore vote against the substitute- and 
for tbe amendment. 

Mr. Wkicht. This I consider a matter of im- 
portance. That it would be wise policy in the 
present administration to withdraw the forces 
from nny fort, when only a point of honor is in- 
l ol'.rd, is too clear for debate. It ought to be 
done instantly and without hesitation. A great 
Government like ours can afford to dispose of 
honor with magnanimity. But the 
point of honor is not the only question wo must 
attempt to solve here as statesmen. The forts on 
the peninsula of Florida are military positions- 
constituting the key to the Gulf of Mexico.— 
Now, let ns look at a possible contingency in the 
future: Suppose we meet our Northern brethren 
in a National Convention, and they make an ad- 
justment perfectly satisfactory to ns, and one 
which will keep Missouri and tho border slnve 
States in the Union as a band of broth- 



er-, and that our Southern brethren shall ! 
for a time be satisfied. What arc w 
we are satisfied and reran tn h 
our Northern brethren hate met us and made j 
adjustment J to us, we have pot 

selves in a condition to Io*e die command of tl 
great Gulf of Mexico and the mouth ot tliis 
butary, which would be essential to u» in tint 
Union, in ca its are given up. Are « 

prepared to do that ? Is my friend from Virion, 
(Mr. Redd,) so tropica] in Ida tendency that *hil« 
there could be a reunion satisfactory to aira; af- 
ter all the difficulties which we claim, hirre bttft 
saiis factorial! y adjusted; is he so tropica] in hit 
tendencies us 10 be willing to surrender tie key 
of the Gulf of Mexico into the hands of another 
government? I trust, sir. I hare said cnongn 
show that the matter involved is important and 
requires consideration. My friend from 
Marion is very logical. He talks about die rrttk 
Of this subject just 8j« n mathematician woaM I 
know that in the pah- of the sciences weeannstw 
move a step without logic, and that every advises 
in science must be a logical advance — a - 
logic, or it is not a step forward at alL I kao* 
that in the range of the exact sciences wo cu 
push logic to the utmost rage of thongbfc «w) 
this is so because the ex a live by 

logic. But is that true in go and a 

that cBj»eeiaily true in the American Cover 
Government is the mon practical of all tkiopi 
and we drop all logical sequences | 
the rarjF inrtronnent which nukes iL ArivstsM»> 
man who thinks he can reach any practical result 
by following a logical sequence will soon diswrw 
his logic will carry him against sometbu 
nitely more important than his la 
without going further into the subject now, to 
make a motion to lay these proceedings on tbe 
table, in order that they may bo printed andnv 
ken up to-morrow morning. I wi 
withdraw the motion, in order that any pauV 
man, if ho so desires, may further discus the 
matter. 

Mr. DtJNif. I see no necessity for any delay la 
acting upon the amendment offered t>y the i*to- 
tlenum from Buchanan, (Mr. Donneli.) amid* 
substitute and amendment. If questions of this 
character are to delay the proceedings of lbs 
Convention from day to day, I can see noprosjes 
of terminating our labors during the prenn 
I am ns well prepared to vote now, on each ol 
these propositions, as I shall be to-morrow morn- 
ing. Idonot suppose that any one expecu that any 
new phase will be thrown upon the que- 
twecn now and to-morrow morning. If tho mo- 
tion prevails it will cause delay, and [ am there- 
fore opposed to the motion and in favor of imme- 
diate action upon the questions that have been 
raised upon these amendments. • I am In favor of 
live amendment offered by the gvndemaa 
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mwa, (Mr Donnell.) and I un atta 

In the n ' by the other gen- 

tfaaili ' . ■ IL:i II , (Mr. Hull.) I roil, ur 

the sentiments so well expressed by my 
m CUr, ( Mr. Moss. ) All tnie friends of 
O* ttuou — and I claim to be one of that num- 
ber— are exerting themselves to tbe utrimM to 
briii^ about an amicable adjustment of all our 

.. Tbe geutletnin from SL Loni 
Wright.. I remarked, truly, in hi! speech a 
ftw days ago, that there mast bo an adjust- 
ment of our troubles, and that it must bo 
•nrh an adjustment aa would secure our con- 
ffitutiuDal rights; and that, without an adjust- 
ntat by which our rights would be secured, 
tine would be no hope of preserving the Union. 
Wemiwt have an adjustment. All true friends 
I "nion are laboring 1 to briny; about an ad- 
justment; and it is this,,as I remarked the other 
day, which o'li-tirutes a man a true friend of 
tt« Union. I bnve- no sort of faith in the pro- 
IbtiAB of a man's devotion to tho Union who 
toMi his arms and proposes to do nothing 
tor tho Union. I know some- g'litlemcii etuim 
to be friends of the Union, who make 
■rta to save it from destruction. I 
diiju to be a better friend oi the Union than 
snj man who occupies such a position; and 
I Claim thut the only means of saving tbo 
Colon is to bring about an amicable adjustment, 
*ail I ri&im, In behalf of myself and those wbo 
*1 with me, that we are truly friends of this 
Bat, as has been stated by others, 
this require* time. We cannot expect that a 
matter of this magnitude will he adjusted in a 
Soy, or a year. It requires time. Tim© is what 
"e want, and I am confident that If time is al- 
ow ed, these matters will be adjusted in a 
Qonner that will secure our rights. Hut 
M hos«e of adjustment will be lost by the 
ftanguration of civil war. Ilcnco the true 
fiends of the Union keep in view the policy 
f preserving thu peace of tho country, 
* a matter of vital importance, while they 
'ork for such nn amicable adjustment as will 
Strure to us our constitutional rights. It is 
tnatter then of the first importance and prime 
Qcessity tli u tin- peace of the country should he 
dewrved long enough to give us an opportunity 
» adjust our national troubles. The amendment 
Ifered by the gentleman from Buchanan (Mr. 
•onnell) looks to the preservation of pence. It 
>uk' to the removal of the only thing* likely to 
udiuigcr the peace of the country, and which, if 
■ lived, may result in civil war. You know 
hat apprehension we have looked at a 
Otuiblc collision at some of tho Government 
>rt». The amendment, if adopted, will remove 
11 apprehension in regard to n collision between 
lie Government of tbe United States and the 
lovemment of the seceding States. Hence we 



m raise our voice in reference to the remo- 
val of the cause of collision. The voice of Mis- 
MMndftbotdd go up in favor of this proposition, 
which I regard as a peace measure. We ought 
to advise the Government to withdraw the troops 
from tbe seceded States. The gentleman from 
Buchanan (Mr. Hall) is opposed to the with- 
drawal of the troops of the Government from the 
seceding States lest the Camanelio— 

Mr. Hall, I did not say I was opposed to it, 
but I said I was not sufficiently acquainted with 
the facts to advise Mr. Lincoln in regard to it. 

Mr. Dunn. Well, I have a higher opinion 

nan's ability and information than beseems 
to entertain himself. Years ago I voted tor tho 
gentleman for Congress. I was one of the many 
thousand who voted for him again nnd again, 
and sent him to Congress aa often as he was a 
candidate. 

The Chair. The gentleman is certainly ont of 
order. He is not debating the question at all. 

Mr. DtiNif . I will como to the point, then. The 
gentleman (Mr. Hall) was disclaiming that 
he took any position in regard to the withdrawal 
of these troops. I understood the gentleman to 
be opposed to the resolution because he did not 
know but that the Comanche Indians might 
slaughter tho Texuns. Now I am sure, Mr. 
President, that every member of rhis Convention 
OBghl to be willing to pursue sneh a course as to 
avoid civil war, which would drench the whole 
country in blood ; and I do not think any gentle- 
man ought to be willing to rote down this 
peace proposition under the vague apprehen- 
sion that the Cainnnehc Indians might make 
an attack upon the inhabitants of Texas. The 
inhabitants of Texas have in times past been 
able to protect themselves from the Comanche 
Indians, and I doubt not they will do it now; and 
1 doubt not also that if they are unable to pro- 
tect themselves, the people will rally to their res- 
cue with as much promptness as has been here- 
tofore exhibited. I donbt not all will go to the 
rescue whenever they are in peril. Then let us 
not vote down tills peace measure upon any 
vague apprehension of this sort. I cannot under- 
stand why we shall hesitate to abandon at once 
these forts ; I cannot understand why tho keeping 
of the government troops, or such of them as are 
there, should be insisted upon. It may be that 
some gentlemen wont to get a large army into 
the seceded States, under one pretext or another, 
and after getting it there, use it to coerce the 
Southern people. I cannot countenance any 
such plan. If the seceding States are to be 
coerced into subjection, let us do U bold- 
ly, and like men. I am utterly opposed to coer- 
cion in any form, whether under tho pretext of 
holding the government forts, or under tbe other 
pretext of collecting the revenue. Hut, my 
friend from Buchanan, (Mr. Hall,) if I understoud 



him correctly, he contends that wo onjrht not 10 
wiilidiaw the troops of the Federal Government; 
that we ought to hold the key to the gulf. Upon 
that, I have this to gov ; first, seven States have 
withdrawn from the Union ; second, those States 
have organized a government of their own, and 
are, in point of fact, a separate government; al- 
though under the- Constitution, it is still claimed 
that they are part and parcel of ihe United States, 
Tins necessarily results from oar denial of the 
constitutional right of secession. Unless 
they had the constitutional right to secede— 
which we deny— they arc yet, in contempla- 
tion of the Constitution, part and parcel 
of the United States; although in point of 
fact they ore a separate and distinct govern- 
ment. We most deal with the facts as they are. 
Is It compatible with the honor and dignity of the 
Government of the United States, to resort to the 
collection of revenue in any other government? 
ts it compatible with the position which ihe 
Government of the United States occupies 
at homo and abroad, to resort to the collec- 
tion of revenue elsewhere than in her own 
limits? I speak now in reference to the govern- 
ment of the Confederated States, and I put this 
in ,-r mil to the gentleman from Buchanan; and 
I hope I shall not be considered out of order 
when I say that he is one of the best lawyers in 
the State. Suppose a gentleman comes to Mr. 

•rich his title papers, and says: "Mr Hall. 
"I have a piece of land, and here is the evidence 
"of my title; hot a man has taken possession of 
"it and claims it as his; he has occupied it, 
"cultivated and raised a crop on it; now, Mr. 
"Hall, I want you to tell me what remedy there 
"is for me." After Mr. Hall ho* examined 
the title papers, and pronounced the title good— 
for I assume that the title is good— I desire to 
ask him what his advice, as a lawyer, would be? 
Would ho advise his client to take his wagon 
and (com and servants, and go npon the 
premises and take a part of the crop in the 
field, or the fruit in the orchard, and 
haul them off the premises? Would he 
advise this as a lawyer? If he would , I should 
change my opinion of him as a lawyer very 
suddenly. But I know he would not give any 
such advice; but his advice would be, to bring 
a suit of ejectment, and in that way recover pos- 
session of the land. Now I say, all this thing of 
holding the Government forts and collecting the 

U of the States that have seceded, collecting 
a little at Charleston, a little at Mobile and a little 
at New Orleans— in view of the fact* of the case 
as they now stand, those States having a separate 
government of their own — 1 fay all this would be 
analogous to the petty annoyances to which Mr. 
Hall would subject the adverse party, by 
advising his client to go with his team 
tad hmnl a pant of the fruit and crops 



from the 
are occupied by another parry, 
unbecoming a great Government like ooi 
to resort to any such annoyance. I 
jiniither objection: for however we tnic' 
eider it, yet the holding of the forts or reuiinr 
the Government forts in any of t 
States, or collecting the revenue— tl" 
might call it enforcing the law or what we plesM, 
the government of the seceded States would rail 
it an act of war, and would treat it ncconllngrf. 
Kerry man who knows the facta of the csm, 
knows that the government over wbi'h JeflerMO 
Davis presides would treat all thi 
acts of war, and, of course, the same vonsoqaco- 
ces would grow out of it, as would giv 
war actually declared on our part. So He 
case is reduced to this simple question, wit ..til- 
er we shall organise an army fur the pm» 
pose of conquering the seceding Slats, 01 
whether we shall withdraw the troops from EM 
forts of the seceded States and wait until tin 
matter can be amicably adjusted. It is reduce! 
to thy question, whether we shall make war ftif 
the purpose of subjugating mid < onnaeritiS 
them. I am opposed to it, and esperisllj 
to doing it in a covert manner. If it sal 
be done at all, either one way or Baotbft; 
if we must bring on a war, let as do II 
avowedly and not covertly. I am not awirs 
that history informs us thai the British gow 
ment, when our forefathers first nnoliod, wok 
any such position as this — that they would tend 
troops here to hold the forts; but they tools 
botder position; they came here wi 
avowed purposo of making a war Be tinea 
the two I prefer on open and manly policy, 
rather than one which seeks to do a thing 
covertly. I say we must look at this nuocr 
in its true light. The British, I know, wn 
utterly unjustifiable, as every man daiettid- 
ed from revolutionary stock must say, is ir 
gard to the course they pursued towards on 
forefathers, and especially do we condemn the* 
for employing foreign mercenaries and Iwllav 
to assist them; but they did not welt » 
cover up their purpose by a pre tut TlKf 
came openly and avowedly ; and if it i» to 
be the policy of the United States to reeffl- 
quer the seceded States, let us show as mwh 
manliness and magnanimity as our 
country exhibited toward our fathers In I 
olution. Lot us not send an army into the k- 
ceded States under a pretext. I do i 
that system of preserving the Union. I agna 
with every word Major Wright said in coodm* 
nation of this force policy. It is 
every principle on which our pucrnincnt rests, 
and would result in the overihrow of our Luerty, 
and blast the hopes of freemen througk 
world. I look towards an adjustment of our Ait- 
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it amicable wsjy; let as meet as 
» SUi ov Ij 11 It our diflbultics mil secure 
t* under the Constitution, and thus by 
ll rights and ours we may hope 10 
S oar seceded fi>ters. If <- 
ek it t-. this way. We can never 

by i or re inn. Concurring, tin re- 
ly Mr. Don- 
lall gtn it my cordial support. 
» anorlicT objection to the •ubitirute 
friend from Buchanan, (Mr. 
nd it is thit: It avoids the expres- 
iny opinion, arid tabes Hie ground that 
at sufficiently advised to give an op 
ddent of the United Statt* in his Lnaii- 
ldreai has invited an expression of opin- 
hown by the gentleman from riattc,(Mr. 

I the other day; nnd it is proper we 

■ ion of opinion whether 
ild hold on to the Government forts 
cceded States. I am not disposed to 
o position that we are not sufn- 
informed In relation to the facta to 
y opinion. I think wo arc informed, 
oat be apparent to every member of tho 
taa, who will reflect, that it would be 
policy to withdraw the Government 
'mm the receded States, to abstain 
e collection of the revenue, and help 
rve the peace of the country, with the 
n final adjustment of our difficulties up- 

II that will secure to us our constitution- 
— [rusting not only that we shall save the 
om overthrow and destruction, but that 
iment will result in bringing buck into 
m the States that have withdrawn. 

gentleman from St. Louis made the mo- 
iy the amendment upon the tabic in or- 
it might be printed and made a special 
A then withdrew it, I now renew It, if 
s upon it. 

t i,t„ of Buchanan, moved the previous 
i but withdrew at the suggestion of Mr. 
in order to enable Mr. Shackelford to re 
amendment. 

UAdKEL^ORti, thereupon, renewed bis 
enf_ 

«ll then renewed hie call for the previ- 
testion, which was sustained by the fol- 
ote: 

-Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Birch, 
-cckinridgc, Broadhead, Bridge, Brown, 
Ihoun, Cajce, Chenault, Collier, Cornin* 
phan, Donnell, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, 
Frayaer, Flood, Foster, Gantt, Givcns, 
[all of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, 
Hatcher Henderson, Hendricks, Hiich- 
hnes, Holt, How, Howell, Irwin, I-lxdl. 
Jamison. Kidd* Leeper, Long. Mann*. 
i M atson, Maupln, McClurg, Mc- 
, McDowell, McFema, Meyer, Morrow, 



Moss, Noetl, Orr, Phillips, Rankin, Ray, Bttcbqr, 
Rowland, Bl Oft, Shnckclford of H iwird, S hack- 
tar St. Loa. , Smith of Linn, 
Smith <>f St. Louis. Tiii.hill, WaJfar, WatkJns. 
Wllfon, Woodson, W'oolfolk, Vanbusklrk, Zim- 
inerman nnd Mr. Proaldent— 78. 

Nays— Messrs. Crawford, Gamble, Gravelly, 
HlII. Hough, Hndgins, Knott, Norton, Pomeroy, 
Eedd. Boss, Sawyer, Turner and Welch— l-i 

The question next occurring on the adoption of 
Mr. Shackelford's substitute to the amend- 
ment, tho following gentlemen rose to explain 
tl>'ir votes: 

Mr. Allew, Mr. President, I shall vote no on 
this question. As I stated the other day in my 
little speech, this flflli resolution reported by the 
Committee on Federal Relations seems to me to 
express all that is intended by the amendment* 
and substitutes offered by gentlemen on this floor. 
It seems to me that the language in this i 
tion is definite enough; and having taken a posi- 
tion for the series of resolutions as they coma 
from the committee, I shall vote against all 
amendments and substitutes that may be offered. 

Mr. Long. Mr. President : Called to voteupon 
this question, I desire to say, in explanation of 
that vote, that whilst I have no serions objection 
to the abstract principle involved in the ai 
ment, I can discover no existing necessity for it* 
adoption. Without entering into a lengthy dis- 
cussion on the merits or demerits of the amend- 
ment, I will only say that its adoption may have 
a deleterious effect upon the original resolutions. 
Andi whilst I would have preferred a slight nitr- 
ation in the wording of some of the resolutions, 
I was satisfied of the impropriety of demanding 
it. And as I could noi forego my honest • owna> 
tions of right to favor the individual wishc* of 
other gentlemen, I could not ask the sacrifice of 
l heir opinions to suit mine. This feeling, air, 
more than any other, has. prompted me to vote 
against all amendments that have been yet offered. 
Sir, if this were the only amendment to be offered, 
it would, perhaps, eflc.ct no great harm; bnt 
amend this resolution now to suit a few mem- 
bers — to-morrow other alterations would be sog- 
gesU'd— the next day, still others; and. sir, is not 
the ruinous result, in such event, perceptible to 
all Union men on this floor. And further, fir, 
when this aeries of resolutions shall have passed 
through a multiplicity of amendments, aliena- 
tions, erasures and interlineations, to meet ton 
views of the ninety and nine different minds In 
this body, I fear the majority report will have 
been reduced from its lofty character as a great 
state poper, full of truths, wisdom and intelli- 
gence, to a heterogeneous mass of pretended 
1 i aginary grievance* and bombastic threats 
to remedy ghost like evils. 

The Committee on Federal Relations is coin- 
posed of wise and able men— men of large and 

itf 
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liberal views— pat 1 1 iion-iovini; 

men. And, by the way, they wei> 
lad bnpartil \ by our atilu presiding 

officer. And DOW, sir, havioguiiplicitconudeuce 
In their fidelity to the Union, their watchful care 
and future welfare of my native 
I feel that I am reflecting the will of tny 
constituents by endorsing the action of th 

insi'Is, and to carry out this settled plan o( 
my own. I .'hull vute a-ninst all amendments cnl- 
culated to i log tlic passage or the majority report, 
ling ib« "rininal resolutions ] vote no. 

Mr. Ork. In explanation of my vote, I it ill 
MQ i but I heartily indorse the firth re.- 
t,' hi. 1 1 implores the Federal Government to dm 
no hostile force for the purpose of collecting the 
revenue. But. I am unwilling to say that it slmll 
not do it peaceably If it can. I therefore vote 
no. 

Mr. Sol Smith. If President Lincoln wants 
our advice in ibis matter, we give it to him in 
Very good words in the original nsoluin>n I 
consider the wording; of that resolution to be suf 
neJenily plain and explicit. If there ww a reso- 
lulluii In f to instruct ourKeprcscmalivc--* in i.'mi- 
gross on thii subject, I should be ready to vote 
on it ; but for us here to undertake to give ml vice 
to President Lincoln, I think la out of place. 

It may be remembered that President Monroe, 
In a dispatch through the Secretary of State to 
HOd foreign government, need Ju substance this 
language: 

" ' W i ■ will not view with ludlfference the coloni- 
sation of any foreign power upon this continent." 

This, it will be owned was mild language ; but 1 
suppose it lias bad as great an etfect as any sen- 
tence ever written. In acting here for the State, 
we say, by the wording of the resolution, that 
"we earnestly entreat the Federal Government to 
preserve the peace." Now, that is as for as at 
present 1 am willing to go, and I therefore vote 
no. 

Mr. Gamble. I desire to Bay a few words in 
explanation of my vote on this occasion. By 
comparing tho original resolution wiib the sub- 
stitute and tho amendment now pending, it will 
be seen that, while the former addresses itself to 
both the Government of tho United States, and 
the government of the seceded States, the 
amendment and the substitute only address 
themselves to the Government of tho United 
States. The original resolution says to both, we 
pray you to abstain from the exercise of military 
power, and it purposes to put this State in the 
aame posiilon with regard to both 6ides. But 
by the adoption of either the amendment or the 
substitute, aftorwe have said that we entreat both 
sides to abstain from the use of military power, 
we address ourselves emphatically lo one of the 
parties, and recommend the course to be pursued 
by thtttoae party. We recommend to the Gov- 



ernment ■>! <li. United States ■ \*at of 

■B military force fioiu ri. the secede! 

Slates, but we do not, at the tame rime, profm 

r<-ss ourselves to the armed body of am 
that are now surrounding th««e for 
Sumter, If a true, la now 

• isands and thousands of armi 
and their cannon I 

Mr. Redd. I rise t<> a point or order. It leerai 
to me that the gentleman is going nut of the 
range of the subject. I thought that, x> 
pni i 'its question, all debate was eut off 

The Cii.mh. Tin .ill io 

explain his vote, nevertheless. 

Mr. Gamble. I claim the rigid to explain tS» 
reason why I shall vote for the substitute ufTari 
by the gentleman from Howard. 9 
for that substitute, although, after it mar taw 
l>een adopted by the home, and it U pnvpowtw 
take place of the original resolution, I (ball vole 
against it. I think that all Its force is alressly 
comprehended In the fifth resolution, 1 prefers" 
to the amendment now pending, because, in sow 
measure, it carries out the spirit of the fifth reo- 
lution; lint 1 shall, nevertheless, vote against It 
whenever the imu li modi dlncdr bo twos i» 
and the original resolution. I hold tool the orip 
inal resolution is right In its spirit, when 
poses to ask both parties to abstain from v»- 
lenee— to abstain from the attempt. 
the people of South Carolina, to assail 1 ■'••n Sum- 
ter; and, as far as the General <;o>nimsnt» 
concerned, to abstain from any violence nptio the 
troops of South Carolina. So, also, In record to 
Fort Pickens, which is surrounded by large beads 
of soldiers, acting under State autl. 
the implements of war, all tho machinery of (In- 
struction, all that is necessary to brine on Itili 
country civil war. It is essential that both p*f 
ties should abstain from hostilities. 

We suppose by this resolution that uurroamel 
might bo received by the Government of ft* 
I State* — at least this arm rulnicnt i-> offered 
on the supposition that our counsel would be so 
received, and while we bavo entreated the Go* 
emroent of the United States not to use miliary 
force, and while wc have entreated the seeedd 
States not to nse military force, we are asked <° 
proclaim it to be the duty of the Government of 
the United States to withdraw all military fowl 
from a seceded State. That is the propc 
tho amendment. It says nothing of the wiladjsW' 
al of military forces by the seceded Stair* 
It seems to me, Mr. President, that If our rfctl 
are to be respected by both parties, It Is material 
that we should address ourSfs i^TOBI, 

and do it, too, in the language of cntrc 
was with this view that the Committee preparrf 
tho fifth resolution. By that resolution, wode 
not uuderUke to prescribe the duty of one of las 



ifiel to withdraw its military forces, nor 
the otber N Uo to 

4* tfa« P'i 
bfcdraw its ndlttary force for ftnr Qui 
t presence of stirh force BBonU prove nn 
ti 1.-4 by the oth r U i' dimply 
mediation. Over and over 
Duo I has e expressed this view,' and advocated 
twfurv thi- Ijoilr u a matter or polity. If I 
•n President of the United States , I woald witb- 
iwnll rli- - troops front the forts that arc in the 
of Southern States. I would take this 
mas because of my knowledge of Southern 
Sjictar, because of my belief that Chti 
ly to win the Southern heart and briiifr litem 
loyally. But, Mr. President, I am not 
eadent of the. United Stales, and never 
H be, and, therefore, the responsi- 
Sry will never rest on me of derid- 
g any such question. So far as giving counsel 
Hie Government of the United States b con- 
ned, I am ready to give that counsel wlc 
un placed in a position in which my counsel Is 
and to be respected. After Mr. Lincoln was 
ind nfter the State or South 
irolfna had seceded, while there was yet a con- 
st going on in Georgia, nnd in other Southern 
arcs, and when the Union men there ware try- 
r to stand op for the Union, I was exceeding- 
anxious that Mr. Lincoln should come out 
Juration of his views of policy, 
Bt would give strength to (be I'nion feeling in 
Scans, and enable the advoca.es of 
■ Onion to meet the arguments that were 
ought against thrm by those in favor of scces- 
m. I»nt I did not offer that counsel to Mr- 
ncoln myself, because he knew I did not bo- 
ng to the party to which he belonged, and 
•■ was not interested in the mniaieniinee 
ower of government in that party; and 
I never could belong to an anti-slavery party, 
perfectly impossible that I ever should, 
lid not volunteer any such counsel. At the same 
ne, keeping my 'yes steadfastly fixed upon the 
to great end which J had then in view, 
id have, to-day in view, [ endeavored to 
certain from a gentleman here of my acnuain- 
writing to him from the East, whether 
ly influence could be exerted upon Sir. Lincoln 
at would induce, him to come out and make 
itiration. So, also, hero, Mr. President, 
ben it comes to the matter of deprecating vio- 
ucc between the parties, as likely to produce 
ril war, I do not propose to turn around, after 
addressed both parries, and prescribe 
course of policy to the Government of the 
SCates, which is now managed by a 
iny to which very few, indeed, of this Con- 
belong — I do not propose to offer 

Ei, which la not very likely to be ae- 
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not of the same political party. I ran offer 
antra I can oflkc entreaty to the 

rnmenj efthe United Suites, and the go v- 
•-niment of the seceded Stales; but I cannot hi 
that the connsel i nrenHon, eotutitnted 

"f men who belong to a Souther. 
will be received with ato 
the Administration of a Government altog* 
the hunds of a different p 

Mr, President, I repeat, that 1 prefer the origi- 
nal resolution to both the anndmeal 

Mutcfor the amondment That lesnluiiuu 
urges that, under no pretext* tchattier, shall 
the Q»f*COBMntof the United States or of tho 80- 
coding States bring upon as tin- horror* of el yU 
war. The language is plain and unmis- 
takable. It covers all the ground which, 
as mediators, we ought to take, ami it 
is a little gratuitous, as I apprehend that we 
shall enter upon tho detail of that policy 
which we recommend in the resolution. As I un- 
derstand, tho Attorney General has given the 
opinion that the revenue cannot be collected In 
the Southern ports, at any place but in the ports; 
and that vvc cannot collect it o&ebJpboard, be- 
cause un ael lo that effect, which wag passed In 
4m administration of Jackson, has explic 
therefore, by the adoption of the amendment, of- 
fer a counsel in relation to the collection of the 
revenue, when, iu fact, that collection cannot 
take place. There is no one Southern port In 
which tho pub ic buildings are now in the posses- 
sion of the United States. In regard to Key 
West, which, I believe, is a fortress mainly de- 
ijjpMd for the protesdon of the commerce in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and not for the defense of any 
port, and which is the strongest fortress on tho 
American continent, whether that is claimed to 
be within the jurisdiction of Florida or not, it id 
one of those forts that oiust be held by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, in order to protect 
the commerce of the Gulf against the p 
vessels that would immediately swarm In it, as 
has heretofore been the case whenever that power 
was withdrawn. 

Tho vote on substituting Mr. Shackelford's 
amendment for tho amendment of Mr, Ponnell, 
then stood as follows: 

A t r. s-M ess rs. Bartlet t, Bass.Bast, Bogy , Tl ro wn , 
Cayce, Chenault, Collier, Comingo, Crawford, 
Doniphan, Donne!!, Douglass, Drake, | 
Frayser, Flood, Gamble, Given*, Gor 
Hall of Randolph, Harbin, Hatcher, Hill, Hough, 
Howell, Hudgius, Kidd, Knott, Marmodnkc. Mat 
sgn, MeCormark, McDowell, Morrow, Mm 
ell, Norton, Phillips, Pomcroy, Rankin, Ray, 
II add, Lin !,.->•, Ross, Sawyer. Bayre, Shad 
ward, Sheeley, Waller, Walking 
B, Woodson, Woolfolk. Vaobaskirk. Zim- 
merman, and Mr. President. 



Noes — Mv&*r*. Allen, Birch, Breckinridge, 
BrouilxMd, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Eiixen, Fos- 
ter, Gantt, 11*11 or Buchanan, Henderson, Hen- 
dricfc, Mil- li"»l.. Holmes. Holt, Ilow, Irwin, I-.- 
bfll, Jackson, Jamison, Lccpcr, Long, Marvin, 
Hsupin, McCiurg, MeFerran, Meyer, "rr. Bow- 
bud, s si. i.oi.is, i 
anil Tomer. 

Ihfl QMMlOB next U-ing on the adoption of Mr. 
Shackelford's amendment, the following expla- 
nation* wm given s 

Mr. Btrsii. Mr. President, I desire to make a 
few remarki Id explanation of ray rote; I deem 
it due to myiilf and tbe thousands of German 
citizen* whom I b«ve the honor to represent, and 
who have been assailed again and again a« co- 
BBdOlriMa. EkaWe to ask yoar indulgence, a* I 
am quite unaccustomed to speak, and to speak 
"guage that is not the idiom of my native 
country. But, sir, while I confess niynelf want- 
ing in oratory, nay even in correct pronunciation, 
lam not wanting in love of peace; I am not 
wanting in anxiety for the peace and welfare of 
Missouri. And more tban ibis, while you, Mr. 
President, and all the members of this Conven- 
tion, i betters, only imagine the honors of war 
and fancy the evil* of revolution, 1 knmc them ; 
my eye* have seen what you cannot imagine, 
what I cannot describe — the terrors of 
civil war, of bloodshed and revolution. But 
while I know all tbia, I still cannot, for the 
•akc of peace, go ony further than is expressed 
in this fifth resolution. 1 ian earnestly entreat 
tbe Federal Govc-rumt-nt, and may nsk, in broth- 
erly spirit, our erring sister States to withhold, to 
•my the ana of military power; but I cannot go 
any lurther, and must oppose the amendment. J 
consider it not only the duty of the Government to 
maintain itself in those foru, and that it has do 
right to give up the property of the United States 
to the seceding States; but even if tbe President 
had the right, and should consider it his policy 
to do so, it would not secure peace. I go so far 
as to say, that it the Federal Government 
should even choose to waive the collection 
of revenue in those ports, as was propo- 
sed by the gentleman from Buchanan, (Mr. 
DuimWl,) it would be far from securing 
peace . I ask him, as a merchant and a bank- 
er, < as I perceive he is, from the list before 
me,) does he believe that Now York could peace- 
fully look on? Are her great commercial inter- 
ests less dear to her than the cotton interest is IO 
the South? You know, better than I do, that, 
at the time of the first confederation, a war 
nearly ensued between Massachusetts and Rhode 
Wand, on account of unequal duties of import; 
and what was that trade then to the magnitude 
of the commerce of our day? I Cannot, there- 
fore, look on this amendment as a peace meas- 
nrv, *nd bare to vote against it. [hope, however. 



dial the pre nut administration it for peace, and 

will not bring wal upon us. I trust the ne-tutor, 

i and return — bur «' 
x.iilli aide, I p| 

I ierman fellow citizens will star I 
Ginennni'ui uud tho Union. They love peace, 
they bare left n laud, men 

to enjoy the blessings of peace and of litw 
ty, tbe history of then own i 'OHMS' 

rate Stales of distracted Germany teaches dmn 
that there is no peace and no liberty 
union , and this Convention, composed r 
a large extent of son* of Kentucky, •- 1 
forgive them if they think wit! 
tucky's greatest son, Henry Clay, that "w« ow 
a paramount allegiance to the whnU Union— a 
subordinate one to our own State,'' I, toot- 
fore, vote against tbe amendment. 

Mr. IIlhhuii k. I merely desireto ««j, Inirl* 
hog my i-ote on this question, thai I ronstfa ft 
language of the original n- 
oxplidt to corer tho whole ground of cnrx-Ulinas 
wjiich we hare taken in this body. I voti 
this amendment, but when the question comes os 
the original resolution, I shall prefer to liartjjtt* 
unamended. 

Mr. HcDonce, I giTO'my vote in favor of 
the resolution of the gentleman fr-'i 
chonan {Mr. DonneB,) prefei to lbs 

amendment of Mr. Shackelford, because there 
is more in it. Inasmuch, however, as tjal 
resolution failed, I am willing to re 
ill is amendment. I am in favor of any mounts 
that is. proposed in this Convent)-.: 
pose of restoring peace to tbe country. In d» 
fifth resolution we have said that we are oppuse! 
to coerrion; that any attempt to coerce a seccdisf 
State would bring the horrors of civil war ape 
as. There is not a member. 1 apprehend, in thli 
Convention, but who will at once sec that all hoys 
of conciliation is lost, and all effort* to effect » 
compromise are frustrated, so soon as rot 
attempted. I do not want to see Hint time conn, 
end I would do anything in my power to avert li 
I shall therefore vote for this amendment. Ai I 
have said before, it does not go so far as it* 
amendment for which It was substituted, but I 
is still a step in the right direction, and saoaW 
receive the support of tliiB Convention. 

Mr. Irwin, lam as much opposed lo <ot> 
don as any man could possibly be, but believing 
that the sense of this Convention upon that ta> 
ject has been fully and clearly, and explicitly Hi 
forth in the original resolution, I ahl 

Mr. McCormack. Perhaps there 1» not a g»sr 
ticman upon this floor who is more opposed os 
coercion than myself, and if I believed tfeai 
the adoption of this amendment, the i 
Missouri would be more potent for a recoaciUa- 
uon than by the simple adoption of the fifth res- 
olution, I should vote for it; but, ilr. I hoik** 



fifth resolution itself contains all that 
ratable. It fa the strongest language 

tad beseeches the Government of 
d States, upon no pretext v>h«t<t-fr, to 
rat war. 1 do not sec, on reading the 

I any language of entreaty could 

stronger than that. I look upon this 

etit as carrying out almost the identical 

icli the resolution proposes to aecom- 

do not, therefore, deem It necessary. 

MM. 

too. I cordially indorse the resolution 
Ids, but as it stands I think it is in the 
resolutions whLeh we ordinarily pass nt 
clings. Sly view is, that this Con ven- 
called, not so much to express senti- 
» to net — to do something for the preacr- 
" the Union. While the resolution ex- 
proper sentiment , it don't do anything, 
it tell anybody else to do anything. I 
king into consideration the President's 
, that there is no danger of any 
to military power, except in 
ecrion of revenue. This amendment 
■Mtt than the resolution in this, that it 
Mr. Lincoln to withdraw the troops 

-.within the limits of til 9 seceding 
It tli at is done, It remove, all CBDWOt 
iy of hostile collision. I preferred the 
endment because it went one! step fnr- 
t 1 am willing to vote for this amend- 
•cause it requests the fSoreinment to do 
the doing "' "'liii h » ill tend materially 
the Union, I will rote for any measure 
calculated to restore pease and am the 

inn ii. i ii. Mr. President, I shall vote 
amendment, bticMQI it is in coineidenee 
own feelings, and I am satisfied it rc- 
scntlments of my constituents. Seven 
. States hare passed ordinances of 
i. Whether thoy had the Constitutional 
jaas such ordinances, or whether they 
uifled in revolution , is not the ques- 
ic fact is, they have passed the ordi- 
they have adopted a rotuOaBTjan and 
, government. The Federal Government 
o the right to enforce the laws and to re- 
torts, but it is not always policy to assert 
j. The question is, What policy "ill 
and restore the Union? My anwer I*- 
(Vax will break the last tie that bind* the 
Suites to the Union, and an ocean of 
11 roll between us forever. It is rrm 

forts are important for national 
I ' U a national misfortune Jo he fore- 
i them — but the present crisis i- also 
.Isforttinc. The. secession of -en >. 
■( national misfortune— and we 
bother we m 
calamities. If the seceding States re- 
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main as they arc. we cannot espeet to retain the 
fort' >n th'-ir miiKt, in peace — besides, they are of 
no value to the Federal Government, unit 
States remain a part of the government It tsey 
return to the Uuiou, they will bring the torn with 
them— if they do not return, the Federal Govern- 
ment may as well abandon the forts, Unless it ex- 
pects to coerce them. This would be madness — 
a conflict between the Federal Government and 
the acceded Slates would only render the citizens 
of those States a unit in their hostility to the gov- 
crnmeiit— at pirscnt, they arc divided. In some 
of these States, large minorities— in others, silent 
majorities, are opposed to this secession move- 
ment. Iltit, if these forts are rctnlned, and n con- 
flict ensues, ever>' drop of Southern blood that is 
shod will make a thousand rebels. If 
those States return to the Union, their 
own citizen;* must make the effort 
to return. TheAght most be made within their 
own limits. No foreign influence beyond 
limits can ever coerce them back. Should tl 
come when a, burdened people desire to shake 
otT their revolutionary masters and return again 
to the Union, it would then lie tho dntv of the 
Federal Government to prevent oppression by an 
armed minori:> ,and BDabfa the majority hi fairly 
express their desires. In my opinion thrs Federal 
Government should n far act upon those States 
except through the agency of the conservative 
element within their own limits. If time i- u- 
COMEjr for the action of that clement, let tis wait. 
Compromise may mstuTC the Union, but the 
sword can never preserve it. 

Mr. Shackelford's amendment was then adopted 
by the following vote: 

A rM — Messrs. Allen, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Droadhead, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Caycc, 
lass, Eitzeu, Poster, Gamble, Gantt, Gravelly, 
Hall of Buchanan, Hull of Randolph, Henderson, 
Headrjck, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, 
Isii.ll. Jaekson, Jamison, Kidd, Lceper, Long, 
Marmaduke, Marvin, Muni dn, MeQurg, M.-Cor- 
mack, McDowell, McFerran, Meyer, Morrow. 
Nocll, On-, PhDllpa, Fomcrov, Rankin, Boas, 
Bowland, s ott, Bhaekelfbrd i 
elford of St. Louis, Smith of IJiin, Turner, Wil- 
son, Vaiibuskirk, Zimmerman and Mr. Pre 

Noo— Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Birch, Brown, 
( 'Inn Milt. Collier, Com Ingo, Crawford, Doniphan. 
Donnell, Drake, Dunn, Vravser, Flood, Gtrtena, 
Gorln, Hiirbin, Hatcher, Hill. Hough, Howell, 
Ilndgins, Knott, Matson. Moss, Norton, Bay, Redd. 
Ritclicy, Sawyer, Ssyre, Shecloy, Smith of 8t. 
Louis, Tindoll. Waller, Watkins, Welch, Wood- 
son and Wool folk . 

Mr. Husssaon moved t- 1 adjourn. [Cries of 
"No. no!"| 

The motion to adjourn mi ]'"'• mid n-j.-. 

The question next being on the adoption of Mr 
Shackelford's amendment as au amendment to 














it *m answered afflrma- 

Atas— Messrs. Bank-tt, Buss, Bogy, Brown, 
Gave, Obnfl, Collier, Comingo, 
ford, Doniphan, Douncll, Dougluxs, I«mki-, 
Dunn, Flood, GJtmu, (Satin, Gravelly, Harbin, 
Hatcher, Hill, Hough, Howell. HodgilH, Kid.l, 
Knott, Mannaduk McDowell, Hoitow, 

Mom, Noell, Norton, Phillips, Kankin, Kay, Redd, 
Ritchey. Ross, Sawyer, Snyre, Scnti, Shai-keliurd 
(if Howard. Mieck-y, Watkins, Welch, Wilson, 
MB, Woolfolk, Yanbuskirk and Mr. Presl- 

Allen, Birrh, Breckinridge, 
Rroadlu ill. Bridge, Bosh, Calhoun, Eltsen, Fray- 
scr, toiler, Gamble, Oantt, Hull of Buchanan, 
Hall or Randolph. Bandanas, Hen-ln. k , Oil !;■ 
rock. Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, Isbetl, Jackson, 
Jam! -on, Johnson, Lceper, Long, Marvin, Muu- 
pin, McClarg, McCormack, McFerrnn, Merer, 
Orr, i'omeroy, Rowland, Shackelford of St. Louis, 
of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Tlndall. Turn- 
er, A\ idler, Wright and /imm«nuan. 

e-olntion, us amended, was then 
adopted by the following rote: 

A >»:.«— Alien, Barth it. Mass, Birch, Bogy, 
Bridge, Breckinridge, Brown, Calhoun, Cayce, 
Chenault, Collier, Comtngo, Crawforil, Donl- 
1 iqglaa*. Drake, Punn, Fruyser, 
, Foster, Gamble, Gaatt, Given*, Gorin, 
Gravelly, Hall of Buchanan, BaU Of Randolph, 
Harbin, Hat. her. Herndrick, Holmes, Holt, 
: llowli, HtMlglns. Irwin, Ubell, Jackson, 
Jamjaon, Joiiiwon, Kfdd, Knott, Lveper, Lonir, 
Murmudukc, Marvin, Mntson, Maupin, M< Clnrg, 
H • i.rmark, McDowell, MrFcrrah, Morrow, 
Moss, Knell. Norton, Orr.Phillips, lVmeroy, Rao- 
kin, Ray, Redd, Riirhcy, Bom, Rowland, Saw- 
yer, Sayre, Scott, Shackelford of Howard, S!m k 
of St. Louis, Shceley, Smith of Linn, 
Smith of St. Louis, Tindall, Turner, Writer, 
Waikins, Welch, Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
Wright, Vanbusklrk, Zimmerman, and Mr. 
lent. 

9 — Broad head, Bridge, Bush, FJracn, 
QUI, Hitchcock, How, 

Mr. Hitchcock, in explaining hit vote, said 
that he heartily concurred In the spirit of the 
resolution as reported from the committee, 
and would have liked to see It adopted bf 
invention. Ho could not, however, sen the 
propriety of this Convention dictating to the 
President of the United Stntcs what eani U 
■""lilit to purine, and would therefore vole no on 
the resolution' us amended. 

The Secretary read the rtxth resolution, a* fol- 
lows : 

Reiu'.ved, That n invention adjourns 

tfBttminri fn tin' i ii\ of St. Louis, it will adjourn 
lomevtm roe Hall of the Houae of Representa- 



tives at Jefferson City, on the third Morula) d 

Mr. Ha i.l called the previous question, wMdt 
mi rastalned. 

l:i in.. I should like «o know if il» 
adoption of isolation will In ■ 

IC Villi the resolution before the lieu* 
in regard to the Border State Con»< 

ThcCiJAia, Not at ull. 
qui stion being i 
sixth resolution, the following explanation u 
vote* were given: 

Mr. GnAVKLLT. I have no desire to ho pliml 
conspicuously upon the record, I BMP tkrfd 
office in the State, and do not expect to he aoB' 
dldaicfor any office; but, a-; a member of dil* 
Convention, I intend, so far u- I am able, to 
rapreaent the wishes of tny constituent* upotsfi 
questions before this body? I am »aiUfw J. rft. 
that I represent a district which is oppose 
sixth resolutions and although, for myatli 
aa any aspirations, or the gratification of dertM 
in the future for office ■ I ■■!. I might tt 

in favor of the resolution; still, in eutt 
vote, I expect to aet in obedient a to * |r 
lieve to be the wi*hes ot the p Saws- 

teenth Senatorial District. I am aali-in .d Ibe] if* 
opposed to so many extra se&dotu of the LejcWa- 
turo, and that they would be opposed to a Muka 
■ > t" 1 1 1 i - Convention to convene in J t (Timor i 
the (bird Monday in Decern tier. They would 
be opposed to It, because tbci 
flits I i invention meeting at all. They did net (ta- 
ller it necessary, and £ am satis (led tl 
reflect their wishes here, 1 must rote against *a 
adjourned session. They desire the prescrvatkn 
of the Union, and as they know that the only 
way by which Missouri can net out of t! 
Is by the action of State convention*, tin 
have voted by A very large majority age 
Convention, If permitted to rote upon il 
tion. Jam satisfied they would b 
Convention would adjourn aloe die to-da*. IV' 
would have : If the C 

adjoin i on the fti 

city. I therefore feel bound, in obedience to their 
wishes, to vote asainst this resolu 

I will say this, however, that In caatiug tM> 
vote. I do not wish to indicate that the people of 
my District are dissatisfied with this Cm. 
ou account of its beings 

'. They ai with it. am' 

■ d with Itsaetlon here. But I 
loving people they d«.-ire an adjonniiatnt 
sine die, and I shall 

Mr. Onu. Mr. President, I hn 
have otlercd an amendment 
tion to the effect that we would not be railed a> 
gi ther ii, Dei ember If the dimen] 
iug the people wen 
\ \.VbX vVvttti.^ as \w • s : State a coniidara- 
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Vk amount of money, and wo have not much to 
»pare; but the gentleman baa called for the pre- 
rions question. I don't want us ever to meet 
again unnecessarily, bnt am satisfied we are elect- 
ed for life. 

Mr. Redd. It was my desire first to dispose of 
the resolution in regard to the Border State Con- 
vention before tak.ng up this resolution. My ac- 
tion in regard to this resolution in that case 
would have been somewhat dependent ujion the 
action which the Convention would take in regard 
to the resolution calling a Border Stato Conven- 
tion. If the proposition for such a Convention 
bad been voted down, I should have been in favor 
of adjourning sine die. I have such a resolution 
prepared to offer as a substitute to this, but 
the gentleman knowing that fact, moved the 
adoption of this resolution and the previous 
question in the same breath, to cut me off 
from presenting the substitute, and to avoid 
■toting on it. As it is, I must conform 
to the tactics, unloir though they may be, of the 
majority; and being compelled to vote, I vote no. 

Tbe sixth resolution was thereupon adopted by 
the following vote : 

Ayes— Allen, Bartlett.Bass, Birch, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Brown, Bush, Cal- 
houn, Cayce, Collier, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, Hit- 
len, Frayscr, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Cantt, Hall of 
Bnchanan, Hall of Randolph, Hatcher, Hender- 
son, Hendricks, Hill, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
Hough, How, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Jamison, 
Johnson, Kidd, Lecpcr, Long, Marmaduke, 
Marvin, Maupin, McClurg, McCormack, 
McFcrran, Meyer, Morrow, Mors, Noell, Orr, 
Phillips, Pipkin, Rankin, Ray, Ross, Rowland, 
Scott, Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of St. 
Louis, Sheeley, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. 
Louis, Tindall, Turner, Waller, Watklns, Welch, 
Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, Wright, Vunbus- 
kirk, Zimmerman, Mr. President — 78. 

Noes.— Chcnault, Comingo, Crawford, Doni- 
phan, Donnell, Givens, Gorin, Gravelly, Harbin, 
Howell, Hudgins, Knott, Matson, McDowell, 
Norton, Redd, Rltchey, Sawyer, Sayrc— 15. 

Mr. Pm [.Lira moved to adjourn. Disagreed 
to by 46 ayes to 48 noes. 

The Secretary read the seventh resolution, as 
follows : 

Betolved, That a committee of be elected 

by this Convention, a majority of which shall 
have power to call this Convention together at 
such time prior to the third Monday of Decem- 
ber, and at such place as they may think tho 
public exigencies require, and the survivors or 
the survivor of said committee shall have power 
to fill uny vacancies that may happen in said 
committee by death, retaliation, or otherwise, 
during the recess of this Convention. 

Mr. B now n offered the following substitute: 

Besolocd, That a committee of seven be elected 
by this Conreudun, consisting of one from each 



Congressional District, a majority of which shall 
have power to call this Convention together prior 
to the third Monday in Dorembcr, as public exi- 
gencies may require; and incase any vacancy 
occurs in said committee, the survivor or sur- 
vivors shall have power to fill it. 

Mr. II all of Buchanan, offered the following 
amendment to the substitute : Strike out nil af- 
ter the word "require," and insert as follows: 
In case nny vacancies shall occur, by resignation 
or otherwise, the remaining member or members 
of said commitee shall have power to fill the same. 

Mr. Di'nn offered tbe following amendment to 
the original resolution, which was read for in- 
formation : Fill the blank with the word *' sev- 
en," and after the word "seven" the words in 
each Congressional District. 

Mr. Brown withdrew his substitute. 

The amendment of Mr. Dunn to the original 
resolution was thereupon adopted. 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, moved to further 
amend, by striking out all after the word "and," 
which immediately precedes the words " the sur- 
vivors," and inserting: "in case any vacancies 
shall occur, by resign a ion or otherwise, tho re- 
maining memliers or member of suid committee 
shall have power to fill the same." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Redd offered tho following amendment: 
Strike out the words, "at such place as they may 
think the public exigency requires," and insert 
the wtrds, " at the city of Jefferson," in place 
thereof. 

Objected to on the ground that tho Legislature 
might be in session at the time set in the resolu- 
tion, and lost — ayes 37; noes 45. 

Mr. Birch offered an amendment, which, be- 
ing subsequently modified by the mover, is as fol- 
lows: Amend by adding "and if the said com- 
mittee shall be of opinion hereafter that there h 
no longer a necessity for a reassembling of the 
Convention, and shall so declare by proper pub- 
lic communicatlou, then the Convention shall not 
reassemble the third Monday in Decemlicr, but 
may be called together by a majority of said com- 
mittee at any subsequent period." 

BIr. Wilson offered the following amendment 
to the amendment : "If It be the request of a 
majority of all tho members of the Convention 
in writing, delivered to said committee prior to 
the third Monday in December, the said commit- 
tee shall on that day adjourn this Convention 
sine die." 

Mr. Shackslfobd, of Howard, offered tbe 
following amendment, which waa read for in- 
formation: "Provided, that if tho Cunveniion 
does not assemble on the third Monday in De- 
cember, it shall stand adjourned sine die." 

Upon the above, amendments, a running debate 
ensued, in which Messrs. Welch, Birch, Wilson, 
Redd and others r,u.n.Uic>sxe.d, anA^^u^t-^^v 
the Cou\an\toa«A^ra.TO&. 
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EIGHTEENTH DAT. 

St. Loin, M.scn 21it, 1861. 

Mr. President Id the Chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal read and approved. 

Mr. Hendeh'On. from tJic « -ommittee 10 whom 
«u referred the communication frfpm the Geor- 
gia Commissioner, presented the following 



Mr. President: Tour committee, to whom 
was referred the communication of the Honorable 
Luther .'. Glenn, who appeared before the Con- 
vention as a Commissioner from Georgia, and 
hating presented the ordinance of secession adopt- 
ed by mid Slate, was pleaded to "invite the co- 
operation of Missouri with Georgia and the other 
seceding States in the formation of a Southern 
Confederacy," have had the MM under . -on.-dde- 
ration, and beg leave to report as follows: 

The Committee sincerely regret that the com- 
mission tinder which Mr. Glenn was accredited 
to our State, wns limited in its nopa toa mere in- 
vitation to withdraw from the Govcnimcnt of our 
fathers and fur m a distinct confederacy with the 
Gulf States. IIN mission seems (0 contemplate 
no plan of reconciliation— no measure of redress 
for alleged grievance*, wliih. being ad> : 
would prove satisfactory to Georgia, Having 
chosen secession us the only remedy for existing 
ills, Georgia, through her Commissioner, suppo- 
ses tliut similar interests, connected with the exi- 
gency precipitated npon us by the action oC the 
cotton States, will impel Missouri to withdraw 
from the Union and "cast her lot with them, 

The reasons at signed by Mr. Glenn for this ac- 
tion on the part of his State are : First, that the 
laws of Congress imposing duties on imports 
have been so framed aa to discriminate very Inju- 
riously against Southern interests; Second, that a 
great sectional rarty, elderly confined to the 
Northern States of the Union, whoso leading idea 
is animosity to She institution of ne^ro shivery, 
has gradually become so strong as to obtain the 
chief executive- power of the nation, which is 
regarded as a present insult to the South; and, 
■d, that the ultimate object of tail p:uiy i, 
the total extinction of slavery in the States 
where It now exists by low, and Che placing upon 
terms of poMfeoJ equality, at least, tho white and 
Wni'k Tares; mil to prevent evils of such magni- 
tude, a* well as to preserve the honor and safety 
of the South, Georgia and come of her sister 
States have deliberately resolved to withdraw from 
the Union, never to return. 

Tour Committee; trust, that they duly appreci- 
ate the gravity of the communication thus made 
t*> die people of Mit&vurt. 



Mi-.-., url Milan o of aa 

abject of ri 

geographical iHJsiiiun, !'.' the brandies 

of Industry to which her teaourci 
past growth and future prospe U to de- 

mand that all her counsels be taken in the spirit 
of sobriety and conciliation. 

Tour Committee waive forthemur 
slderation of the moral aspect of what t.v 
eeiTe to be tho heresy of secossion. because if tb«y 
entered, in the first iafltati'-c, upon this •:.\aaim> 

ro.-ults would preclude any Inqul 
the material Cons -i -.■■ which 

Miasouri is solicited. 

The peculiar position of our State is dlScMi 
from t hut of Georgia, or any o1 
growing States. If it lie true, asreprefcu' 
the revenue laws of the country open te oppra- 
upontbem — and thlsobjcctioa la no" heard 
for the first time after an interval of near! 
years— it cannot be pretended part <rf 

thU particular grievance tonches Mir 

Acknowledging as we do the power of Congtm 
tn impose such duties for revenue piirposesct 
least, nnd trust in-: to the 

that body for impartial legislation, we ar* un- 
willing to seek, in a step prom 
the most unequivocal ealnmiti 
imaginary evils. 

ferenco to the more important matter p»»- 
scntcd as a reason for the action 
your committee would Bay, flint Mi«-ouri hi* 
watched, with painful anxiety, n of s 

great sectional parry in the North 
the exclusion of slavery from the 
which are the common pro pi 
Union. Doing the Republican pan 
to believe that it means to carry out the article* 
of its political creed, as stated in its platform and 
Indicated by its recent votes in Congress, we deem 
It Incorrect to declare that it iy pre- 

sent intention to interfere with slavery in the 
States of the Union. Any such attempt would 
-rouso the highest exasperation In every 
slavoholding State; but it is considered uuwfo to 
go' out of our way to denounce hypothetical!/ • 
design which, so far from being threat- 
disavowed by that party. 

We are n ware that individual member 
Republican party- have nt tine 
dangerous heresies, and that so 
ists hove, with appaient deliberation, cmb i 
the form of resolutions, nnd pub! I 
world, sentiment* which would fully an 
If regarded as the views of the » i,.. 
tinn, the condemnation due to principles at »K 
with the security of rights of properly iu nrarly 
half the States of the Union; but we mm 
ourselves against the double i 
that nil the had rhetoric and uncharitable speech 
of orators whose highest aim L" to produce a wn* 
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Ration, are to betaken as the true exponent or 
the sober views of their party, and that language 
recklessly used by a party seeking to obtain pow- 
er is a faithful index of the conduct it will pur- 
sue when power has been onuo obtained. . 

In snpport of these views, your Committee 
may instance the adoption of a constitutional 
amendment by the requisite two-thirds vote of 
each branch of the Inst Congress, after the Rep- 
resentatives from seven Southern States had 
withdrawn, providing against all interference by 
Congress with tho institution of slavery, as it 
may exist in any State of the Union— a provis- 
ion irrevocable withsut the consent of e very State, 
From this it may bo seen that the extremists at- 
tached to the Republican party have so far been 
unable to control it. 

In proof of the proposition that parties are 
more radical in the acquisition than in tho exer- 
cise of power, we may refer to the recent organi- 
sation of three several territorial governments, 
npon the principles contained in tho compromise 
measures of 1850— and afterwards applied, npon 
demand of tho South, to the provisional govern- 
ments of Kansas and Nebraska. 

But notwithstanding these evidences denoting 
thus far a proper appreciation of the rights and 
wishes of the people of the South, tho Honora- 
ble Commissioner was pleased to assure us that 
Georgia had lost all confidence in the North. 
8nch, Sir. President, is not the sentiment of Mis- 
souri. That many of tho citizens of the North, 
Including the turbulent demagogues, who incito 
to treason, and their deluded followers who exe- 
cute their teachings by invading other States, 
with a view of inaugurating revolution or setting 
•t defiance, by fordhlo resistance, the Federal 
laws, on their own soil, have forfeited our confi- 
dence, will not be denied. But to denounce the 
Innocent with the guilty and charge whole com- 
munities with the crimes or bad faith of a few, 
d.oes not accord with tho moral or political ethics 
<af Missourians. 

It is true that some of the Northern States have 
enacted law^, the provisions of which seem de- 
signed to imi>edo the prompt and faithful execu- 
tion of the Fugitive Slave Law, but such enact* 
(bents arc void. They disgrace the statute books 
ctn which they appear, and servo no other purpose 
than to weaken the fraternal ties that should bind 
together the people *of different sections of the 
Union. These enactments are fast disappearing; 
and the hope may be indulged thac, in the course 
r*f a few months, this source of irritation will bo 
ttermanc ntly removed. 

So far then from having lost all confldenco in 
the North, Missouri is assured, by tho history of 
the past, that every right sho may constitutional- 
ly claim will bo accorded to her. Let the pas- 
sions of the day, engendered by political conflict, 
subside and tho ultra dogma;) of party leaders 



will be discarded. Let tho American mind once 
more be directed to the Importance, of perpetuat- 
ing tho blessings of a good government, instead 
of indulging vain hopes of establishing a better 
one, at the close of the most dangerous and crimi- 
nal revolutions, and then the peace of the country 
will have been restored. 

We are not advised that concessions demanded 
by tho Southern people, on the subject ot slavery, 
havo heretofore been rcfuse.l by those of the 
North. No Federal logislation, discriminating 
against tho institution, has ever been imposed 
upon the South by the sectional power of the 
North. The ordinance of 1787, prohibiting sla- 
very in tho Northwest territory, ceded to the 
General Government by the State of Virginia, 
was proposed and advocated by one of the most 
distinguished sons of the " Old Dominion." The 
proposition was seconded and supported by 
.Southern men, and, though the result of the 
measure was the exclusion of slavery from the 
soil of five large States of tho Union, yet the 
South should not bo so unjust as now to complain 
of the deed. 

The Missouri compromise was agreed upon by 
the representatives of both sections of the 
country, and neither should now reproach tho 
other. It was proposed by a Southern man, re- 
ceived the assent of the South, and acquiesced In 
by the people of tho nation. 

And though, It may be said, the compact was 
made in ignorance of the law, as recently de- 
clared by the Supremo Court, the people of the 
South will scarcely now sacrifico their high sense 
of honor, so long claimed as a leading charac- 
teristic, in eager and unnatural desire to find 
causes of quarrel with their brethren of the 
North. 

At a subsequent period the South demanded a 
repeal of tho Missouri Compromise line, and the 
adoption of the priuciplo of non-intervention upon 
tho subjoct of slavery in tho territories. The de- 
mand was acceded to, and territorial governments 
established in accordance with their wishes. That 
portion of the territory, once covered by the re- 
striction of 1820, was thus opened to the introduc- 
tion of slavery, and now, for tho first time since 
the organisation of the Federal Government has 
slavery become lawful upon every part of the 
public domain. Georgia and Missouri united in 
this appeal to the patriotism and justice of the 
North. 

The concession was made, and Missouri would 
bo false to every principle of honor should sho 
find in the act a pretext for the chargo of broken 
faith. 

Tho operation of this principle having become 
distasteful to some of onr Southern friends, It 
wus thought by them advisable to make yet an- 
other demand upon the pconlo of tha'Kcxtix.. TVs* 
doctrine ot Cangm»YQina\'\pcMt*!tafa.«& *a.-s«c*,\sx 



the Territorie* w»* urged as a substitute fta 
of popular sovereignty, so recently adopted at 
e mil request. Tba demand, 
however, in only made in a political convention, 
and admitted, by the parties urging it, to be an 
unnecessary and impracticably nb-t i . 
attempted to bo engrafted upon the legislation of 
the country, it ill repudiated by neatly tbi 
South, and even by Georgia herself. Your ■ par 
■it by no means rationed tbat m iMl RB- 
quest would b in- s. large proportion of 

the Northern people, were it necessary to pi 
tie Union, or secure the rights of their brethren. 
But, until it shall be acknowledged as a vital and 
living principle by the South, and refused by the 
North, Missouri will bo slow even to complain of 
Injustice, much less to enter into any schemes for 
the destruction of the Government. 

not yet ready to abandon the ex- 
periment of free government. Sbe has not lost 
all confidence in the people of a nf the 

nation, because the past furnishes assurance to 
mtrary; the present is cheered by her un- 
shaken faith in the capaciry of man to govern 
himself— and tlio future invites to peace end con- 
tinued Union, for the prosperity of all. 

1 1 'i ils exist under the Constitution and laws, 
. are, let the proper appeal be addressed to 
the American heart, both North and South, and 
these evils will be removed. If, in the heat of 
partisan raneor, the expressions or deeds of the 
shall point to future aggressions, the pat- 
riotism of the masses needs only to be invoked 
fur new guaranties against antiiiputed wrong. 

I'Min what baa been already said, it will be 
at the views of Georgia, as expressed by 
her Commissioner and those of your Committee, 
uee to the policy to be pursued by the 
Sum hern Slates in the present emergency, are 
lly different. We believe that Missouri 
.w-t relies upon the justice of the American peo- 
oh>, whilst Georgia seems to despair. The one 
■ friends in the North, whose lives, if 
in ressary, will be devoted to her defence; the 
other, regarding them as unworthy of her conti- 
nence, spurns their friendship, and denes their 
cnmiiv. Missouri looks to the Federal Constitu- 
tion to protect the rights of her citizens, whilst 
Georgia unnecessarily rushes into revolution nnd 
hazards all upon a single issue. Georgia, seem- 
ing to regard the Union as the source of imagina- 
ry ills, adopts secession as a remedy; Missouri, 
feeling that *he is indebted to tho Union for the 
prosperiry of her citizens, her power and wealth 
as a Stale, yet clings to it with the patriotic devo- 
tion of earlier days. 

Your committee, so far, have confined them- 
selves to an examination of the causes alleged 

for 'he revolution in the Southern States, ami the 

sppnnnt want of necessity for so extraordinary 

a tnoi-cmcat at the. present time. Indeed, so 
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seems rather the • H <ated 

racy against the Govern tlc«a i 

easy «t« 

movement of a reflecting people. We sea n 

the dangerous men who tha m 

tion plot of South Carolina In 

actors in the present desperate oxprr 

the peace and happinc--- matrj. 

lag, a* we do, the total inadcmiae* 

or this rulnou 
will In- excused in I .'ion ofsomt 

as to the deliberation and wisdom with wh 
honorable Commissioner was pleased to as 
Georgia had acted in the premises. An. I 
connection we will lie fhrthef 
mending to the i=crionfl con '-Herat ii>- 
citizens of Georgia, and other seceding 
who may for the moment have l>e*n * 
from the paths of safety by the STlftd M ba 
bad men, (lie following memorable word) 
one whose patriotism will not be 

unerring sagacity it. being dally \ 

the history of I lie Etapttl 

" W*«.ni!toT05, ! 
MtDearSik: • • • 

had a lal»orioB9 task here ; bnt r 
dead, and it* actors and coorrJota * 
membered by the people to 1* 
wicked designs to sever and d- 
Govern merit on I 1 

and hapi iin over every portion 

world. Hainan's gallows ought Ml 
all such ambitious men, who won Id 
country in civil w»r, and all the 61 II 
that they might reign, and III 
and direct the storm. The free pa 
United States have spoken, and consigno 
wicked demagogues to their proper doom. 
care of yonr nnllincrs; you have then 
•mii ; let them meet with <!:e indignant fro 
every man who lores his country. The ti 
is rioui known, was a mere pretext. 71 
prettrt will be the negro or slavery qutjttt 
"ANDRKW JACK.' 
"Rev. Astj«kw J. Ca^WFOun." 

The Commissioner wns plea.-ed to inv. 

identity of in 

pic of Georgia and Missouri, as a reason i 

should abandon the Government of onn 

and take our position with 1 1 

It will be borne in mind that 'bis pi 
1 urged, not with a view of securiue 
" ties as might ul imately Icn-t 
j States, and the establishment of fraternal 

but for the purpose of constraetteg perm 

a separate and distinct co 

If the union of these two great B 
the same goremnr'nt— and we adtu 
I \» *> taa\n&ta \<i GrorigU , w c 
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in the expression of astonishment that she saw 
fit to dissolve that connection, which hail been 
peaceiul mid happy for the lo6t forty yean, with- 
out consulting the interests or wishes of Missouri. 
It may not he intended, hnt the inference is forc- 
ed upon us, that longer to enjoy the beneficial re- 
nlts to flow from anion wish oar revolting sis- 
ters, we roust surrender our own convictions of 
doty and follow the imperative behests of others. 
Missouri mutt resign her place in the present gal- 
axy of States, where tho lustre and brilliancy of 
each but add harmony and beauty to the whole, 
and accept such position as may be assigned her 
In the new constellation, whose light, we fear, 
may never penetrate beyond the southern skies. 

The importance of the accession of Missouri to 
any confederacy formod upon tho ruins of the 
present Union will be readily granted; but, be- 
fore accepting any such invitation without any 
guaranty for the future, it behooves us now to 
examine the character of the remedy proposed, 
and also its inevitable consequences upon the 
people of Missouri. Should the government be- 
come destructive of the ends for which it was in- 
stituted, and oppression become tho established 
rule of its action, wc presume that none will deny 
the revolutionary right of redress. This, how- 
ever, is a remedy outside of the provisions of tho 
Fedora! Constitution and one- that must necessa- 
rily address itself to the moral sense of the civil- 
ised world. It depends for Its success upon deep 
convictions of wrong ty citizens of the revolting 
district, claiming, when justifiable, the encour- 
agement and sympathy of other nations. It is 
the lost remedy of injured man to obtain in vio- 
lence and bloodshed, if need be, the establish- 
ment of an incontesiibie right. It presumes tho 
total inetlicieucy of his government to redress his 
wrongs. It supposes that all the efforts of peace 
have been exhausted, and that present evils are 
beyond endurance. 

If it bo true "that governments long estab- 
lished should not be changed for light and tran- 
sient causes," it occurs to your Committee that a 
proper appreciation of tills truth will at once dis- 
pel all ideas of present revolution. 

Secession, on the other hand, is claimed as a 
light resulting from the nature of our Govern- 
ment; that the Constitution is a mere compact 
between the States, not subject even to the ordi- 
nary rules governing contracts; that it is a con- 
federation of States, not a government of the 
people. 

It will be observed that no attempt of a serious 
character has ever been mudc to overthrow the 
Government without adopting this theory as the 
best means to accomplish the end. Tho reason 
Li obvious ; for although it is declared in tho in- 
strument it-elf that " this Constitution and the 
laws of the Unite 1 States which shall be made in 
pursuance thereof, and all treaties mado under 



the authority of the United States, shall be tho 
supreme law of tho land; and tho Judges in ev- 
ery State shall be bound thereby, anything in tho 
Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary 
notwithstanding,'' this doctrine in'erposes State 
authority between the rebellious ciizen and the 
consequences of his crime. Hence the delegates 
from the five New England States who met at 
Hartford, Connecticut, in 1814, in response to the 
call of the Massachusetts Legislature, saying " it 
was expedient to lay the foundation for a radical 
reform in the national compact, and devise some 
mode of defense suitable to those States, the af- 
finities of whoso interests are closest, and whose 
intercourse are most frequent," after enumerat- 
ing their grievances against the Government, de- 
clare that "In cases of deliberate, dangerous and 
palpable infractions of tho Constitution, affecting 
the sovereignty of a Statu and the liberties of the 
people, it is not only the right but tho duty of 
such a State to interpose its authority for protec- 
tion, in the manner best calculated to secure that 
end. When emergencies occur, which are either 
beyond tho reach of the judicial tribunals, or too 
pressing to admit of the delay incident to their 
forms, States which have no common umpire 
must be their own Judge* and execute their own 
decisions." 

Looking forward to the ultimate dissolution of 
tho Union and tho erection of a Northern Con- 
federacy, as one of tho means to secure that end, 
they recommended amendments to the Constitu- 
tion, which they must have known would not be 
adopted. Their rejection, it was hoped, no doubt, 
would "fire the Northern mind and precipitate" 
the New England States "into a revolution." 
Seeing the enormity of their preeeodings and that 
merited punishment would likely be visited upon 
them by the Government, they, too, entered their 
solemn protest against coercion, and declared "if 
the Union Iks destined to dissolution by reason of 
tho multiplied abuses of bad administration, it 
should be, if possible, the work of peaceable 
times and delibcruto consent," and that "a scpa- 
tion by equitable arrangement will be preferable 
to an alliance by constraint among nominal 
friends but rcol encmica." 

Wc pause but to remark that tho amendments 
to the Constitution proposed by this sectional 
convention were never adopted, the New Eng- 
land States remained in tho Union, peace and 
prosperity ugnin blessed tho land, and the con- 
spirators, abhorred and shunned by men, silently 
passed along to a grave of infamy. 

At a subsequent period a movement somewhat 
similar in its nature was Inaugurated in some of 
the Southern States, and your Committee hope 
that the allu.-Ion will give no offense to G >orgia. 
The grievance complained of was the tariff act of 
1828. South Carolina took the incipient step and 
declared the Constitution to be a compact between 
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State* as independent sovereignties, and not a 
government of tho people— that the Federal Gov- 
ernment was responsible to the State Legislatures, 
when It assumed powers not eon fcrrcd— that not- 
withstanding a tribunal was appointed undor the 
Constitution to decide controversies where the 
United States was a party, there were some ques- 
tions that must occur between tho Government 
and the States, which it would bo un«afe to sub- 
mit to any judicial tribunal, and Anally, that the 
State had a right to judge for itself as to infrac- 
tions of the Constitution. 

Alabama, Virginia and Georgia having yielded 
assent to this exposition of the principles of the 
Government, a Convention was assembled in 
South Carolina, which at once declared the ob- 
noxious law to be null and void, and of no bind- 
ing; force upon the citizens of that Stato. It was 
farther resolved, that in case of an attoinpt by the 
General Government to enforce the tariff laws of 
1828 or 1832, tho Union was to be dissolved, and 
a Convention called to form an independent gov- 
ernment of that State; and in order that the nulli- 
fication might be thorough and co-nplctc, it was 
provided, that no appeal should be permitted to 
the Supreme Court of tho United States, in any 
question concerning the validity of the ordinance 
or of the laws that might be paused by tho Legis- 
lature to give it effect. In pursuance of this 
scheme, the Governor was authorized by the Leg- 
islature, to call on the militia of the State to resist 
the enforcement of the Federal laws; arms and 
munitions of war were placed at his disposal, and 
the State judiciary was to be exonerated from 
their oaths to support the Federal Constitution. 
Treason to tho Union becamo sanctified with tho 
name of patriotism, and Its hideous deformity 
was attempted to be shielded by tho mantle of 
State Sovereignty. 

At this juncture appeared the proclamation of 
Jackson, explaining tho nature of the American 
Government, denying the protended right of sov- 
ereignty and cloiminir the supremacy of the Fed- 
eral Constitution. A military force was ordered 
to assemble at Charleston, and a sloop-of-war was 
dispatched to the same point, to protect the Fed- 
eral officers in the discharge of their duties. False 
theories wero exploded; tho tide of revolution 
that threatened to engulf tho entire South was 
checked; the passions of the moment subsi- 
ded; the public mind that had boon maddened by 
the unlicensed declamation of the demagogue, 
was remitted to calm reflection, and soon tho 
whole country responded to tho patriotic senti- 
ment of the iron-nerved statesman : " Our Fed- 
eral Union— it must bo preserved." 

Wo pause but to remark, that the revenues 
were collected, peace was preserved, the country 
w»» «.i rod, and a new batch of restless men con- 
tigncd to oblivion by an indignant people. Oth- 
er Instances might be given In which fnlao con 



structions of the Constitution have been urged, 
with the obvious Intention ultimately to destroy 
it; but your Committee fbel assured that the in- 
strument itself, when viewed in connection with 
the history of its adoption, cannot be so tortured 
as to sanction the right of secession. It is an In- 
strument of dolcgatcd powers, granted by "the 
people of tho United States, in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquility, provide for the common de- 
fense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to themselves and their 
posterity." 

All legislative powers granted in tho Constt- 
tntion are vested In a Congress, composed of a 
Senate and House of Representatives. After an 
express enumeration of grants of power that may 
be exercised by that body, it is further provided, 
that Congress shall have power "to make all lawi 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers, and all oth- 
er powers vested by this Constitution in the Gov- 
ernment of the United 8tates or In any depart- 
ment or officer thereof." 

It Ls then provided, that "tho lawg of tho United 
States, which shall b? made in pusuance" of these 
grants of power, "shall be the supreme law of 
the land, and the Judges in every State," in their 
administration of justice, "shall be bound there- 
by," notwithstanding the Constitution and laws 
of their own Stato may bo to the contrary- 

"The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to tho States, arc reserved to the States respect- 
ively, or to the people." If tho fr-imen of the 
Constitution had stopped at this point nnd fur- 
nished ns no tribunal, before which tho humblest 
citizen may obtain redress, when the limitations 
of the instrument shall be execede 1 by the law- 
making power, the pretext for the assumed 
right would bo infinitely more plausible. Bat 
such Ls not the eve. Tho powers delected, hav- 
ing been granted by the peoplo for purposes of 
permanent and perpetual government, cannot be 
withdrawn by any State or any number of States, 
except In the mode Indicated in tho Constitution 
itself. These grants of power were at the time 
supposed to be essential to the common good; 
that being of a general nature, it wero best to 
confer their exerciso upon a National Govern- 
ment. 

This having been dono, tho several States can- 
not be regarded as perfect sovereignties. The 
people of the whole Union having surrendered to 
the General Government a portion of their pow- 
ers — which are material attributes of sovereign- 
ty — and having declared that government to he 
tho supreme low of the land, it cannot bo serious- 
ly urged that any number of tho people organi> 
In j a Stato pjmnvmeut", may confer upon it pow- 
i era w\vn. vrtstan.«hCT \>Wte tittta&S ^vtt\»A. 
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• tcet the people of each and 

inst cnrroacl i'-iMl 

• rant hlailuieu --ates 

mentj 

►pi i : i «• • right! for 

H, i wise pro vis ion was made, 

,: must be admitted, has answered 

dl te which it was adopted. 

er.-if-s musi necessarily spring up In the 

iruti.iu hi governmanti io cnmpHeafad in 

«ture„ for each may be said to be sovereign 

appropriate- sphere, and in order ihut a 

so I u i ion may be had In ovary possible 

can arisa, oar forefathers provided an 

the Judiciary department of the Gov- 

i lower extending "to all case* in law 

ity in this Constitution, the 

the United States, and treaties mode, or 

ball be made, under their authority;" "to 

[> which the United States shall bo 

M> controversies between two or more 

•ate and dtiseiu of another 

(MB citizens of different States; be- 

- of the same State, claiming lands 

nla of different States, and between a 

ia thereof and foreign States, citi- 

albjeen." 

In connection with the other provisions of 
.1 it nt ion referred to renders our Govern- 
i the judgment of your Committee, the 
.. atfabuahed by man. Whether Georgia 
x acceding States may be able to devise 
, the future alone ran determine. 
prcro disposed further to demonstrate rlie 
oxy of secession a* a right deducible from 
stitntion, ire might refer to other ptnin 
s nf that instrument, and ask pertinent 
is as to the reason of their adoption, and 
sequences flowing from an admission of 
t. 

grant the power " to borrow money on 
I or the United States," if the State, [dr- 
iving the benetit of the fund, can wiih- 
id ibaolve her citizens from all obligation 
VThy the power " to lay and collect 
imposts, and excises, to pay the 
and provide for the common defense and 
wi'ltare of the United States," if a simple 
« of secession excuses the citizen and 
the provision for calling " fonh the mi 
the laws of the I'nion ?" Why the 
claro war," if, In the midst of hos- 
tile State whose representatives may have 
lei luraliou, but now wearied of its 
kie*, may seek peace in secession, and leave 
jTcmment to struggle with its dangers and 
? Why dec are (hat "no State shall 
tn any treaty, alliance or confederation;" 
t State shall enter into any agreement or 
with another State, or wish a foreign 



power," if idl these thine* can be done in | 
accordance with the Constitution '.' 

We might also refer to the acquisition of Flor- 
ida, the purchase of Louisiana. Sn payment of 
the Texas debt, and the boasted 'lodenu 
the past and security lor the future," sup]) 
be realised at the close of the war with Mexico, 
all of which were mere •'promises to the ear," if 
the doctiinc of secession be mi". 

Bat wore your Committee disposed to abandon 
the dictates of patriotism and forget for the rao- 
mcot their loyalty to the Constitution of the nation, 
a proper regard for the local interests of our own 
Slate would demand at our hands an examination 
of the probable consequences of the action pfBM 
poscd. We are told by the Comudssioucr that 
Georgia acted for herself and adopted such OOnmt 
as she deemed best calculated to protect tier houur 
and secure the welfare of ber citizens. 

If it be true that each State possesses the 
right to judge for itself, and its own peculiar in- 
terests should control its policy, in emergencies 
like the present, and that Georgia, in the c.v.t- 
cise of that right, has acted with an eye aj 
her own welfare, it may be well doubted whether 
a similar instinct of self-preservation on our nurt 
should be influenced by the conduct of others. 

It b urged that the Northern mind has become 
so corrupted by the anti-slavery mania of the 
day, as to render this species of property i 
If secession could remove our State beyond the 
reach of this morbid sentiment, or baild moun- 
tains and sens upon our borders, to arrest the op- 
eration of its influence, the remedy proposed 
might at least be regarded in a more fu 
light. Our State is surrounded by territory which, 
in the event of separation, will pass under the fa 
i hi of a foreign government; and if it bo 
once admitted that fralcrn.nl regard and a sense 
of mutual dependence, cemented by the associa- 
tions of the past and the hopes of the future, are 
now Insufficient tn losabordlnai 

zens of adjacent States, what limit Io out- 
rage may be anticipated when those restraints are 
removed. 

Mr. Welch. I move to dispense with the fur- 
ther reading of the report, and that it bo made 
the special order for the third Monday in I 
ber, 1861, and on that motion I call the ayes and 
noe». 

Mr. BRECKtxniDGE. It strikes me that would 
hardly be nn act of contcsy to the gentleman 
from Pike, (Mr. Henderson.) I trust he may bo 
allowed tit lease to finish the reading of his re- 
port. 

Mr SnKEt.Ev. Is the question susceptible of 
dirison ? I desire aa an act of court ;ny that the 
report be read through, but I am in favor - 
ponintr nntil the third Monday ia December. 

Mr. Welch. At the request of gentlemen, I 
defer my motiou until the report has been read. 
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Mr. IIexdersok then continued: 

Supposing that a peaceable sepiirarion could be 
accomplished, new and important questions 
would bo precipitated upon us. The present 
elements of our prosperity as one people would 
become the sources of bitter strife. What gives 
power as a nation would bring about conflicts be- 
tween its different societies, as independent 
sovereignties, th.it must soon terminate in the 
destruction of the weaker and the comparative 
ruin of the stronger. The great rivers ef our 
coun try, now floating the commerce of a happy 
people, would daily present questions for angry 
controversy, between rival Republics. There lic- 
ing no common arbiter for the adjustment of 
these exciting differences, an appeal to the sword 
will be made to settle them. Treaties will likely 
fail to secure what now is claimed as a consti- 
tutional ri^ht. In this view of tho case, Missouri 
having withdrawn from the Union, to obtain 
greater security in negro property, would sudden- 
ly find herself surrounded by territory affording 
for tho fugitive slave an asylum as safe as the 
Canadian provinces. Secession does not com- 
mend itself to Missouri as a proper solution of the 
problem involved in political strife upon the ter- 
ritorial question. 

It has been already remarked that tho idea of 
excluding slavery from the Territories, as enter- 
tained by the Republican party, is in conflict with 
an unreversed decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, and was wholly abandoned by 
that party in tho recent organization of terri- 
torial governments. The right to carry slaves 
into all the public domain is to-day clear and un- 
disputed, and if tho soil and climate be such as 
to forbid the permanent existence of tho institu- 
tion therein, secession will scarcely be regarded 
by Missouri as a remedy for the supposed 
grievance. 

Again we may ask if the Southern States with- 
draw from the government, will it not be argued 
that they have abandoned all interest in the pub- 
lic property? Wo waive the question of right, 
for cvidcutly it resolves itself into one of power, 
and it is at least certain that such will be the 
view of those from whom we may have separat- 
ed. This of itself will inaugurate a contest of 
the most violent character, and whether the in- 
stitution of slavery may bo safely planted upon 
any soil in the midst of hostilities, originating 
from these causes, is a question deserving our 
serious consideration. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, your Committee 
desire to express the hope that tho errors of the 
day, both North and South, will soon be aban- 
doned, that fraternal lore will bo restored by ad- 
justment, honorable alike to every section, and 
that Georgia and Missouri may continue in tho 
Union of oar fathers, to bless and to be blessed, 
In the great family of States. 



In every point of view in which we have been 
able to examine the communication soliciting our 
withdrawal from the Union, whether viewed as a 
Constitutional right, a remedy for existing evils, 
or a preventive of anticipated wrongs, wo find it 
in conflict with our allegiance to a good Govern- 
ment, and wholly inefficient to accomplish the 
ends designed. 

We therefore recommend to the Convention the 
adoption of tho following resolutions : 

1st. That the communication made to tho Con- 
vention by the Hon. Luther J. Glenn, as a Commis- 
sioner from the State of Georgia, so far as it as- 
sorts the constitutional right of secession meets 
with our disapproval. 

Sd. That whilst we reprobate, in common with 
Georgia, the violation of constitutional duty by 
Northern fanatics, wo cannot approve the seces- 
sion of Georgia and her sister States, as a mea- 
sure likely to prove beneficial cither to us or to 
themselves. 

3d. That in our opinion the dissolution of ths 
Union would bo ruinous to the best interests of 
Missouri, hence no efforts should be spared on 
her part to secure its continuod blessings to her 
people, and she will labor for an adjustment of 
all existing differences, on such a ba«is as will be 
compatible with tho interest and tho honor of all 
tho States. 

4th. That this Convention exhorts Georgia and 
the other soceding States to desist from the revo- 
lutionary measures commenced by them, and 
unite their voice with ours in restoring peace and 
cementing the union of our fathers. 

5th. Betolved, That the President of this Con- 
vention transmit a copy of these resolutions, to- 
gether with a copy of those concerning out Fed- 
eral Relations adopted by the Convention, to the 
President of the Convention of Georgia, or If the 
Convention shall have adjourned, then to the 
Govornor of said State. 

Mr. Birch (of the same committee.) It is das 
to myself to state, that in view of the delicate and 
important duties of the Committee, I moved at an 
early day of tho session that it (as well as the Com- 
mittee onFederal Relations) should have leave to sit 
during tho sessions of the Convention. I design to 
cast no reproach upon the Chairman ofthcComail 
tec, but to state, as a reason why I have not my- 
self prepared a somewhat different (though, of 
course, a less able) report, that although I had 
personally called the attention of the Chairman 
to the propriety of a more early meeting of his 
Committee, its first session was held hut night, 
and even then the meeting; was not a full one. I 
will add no more, except that the resolutioui 
which I will read to the Convention an all 
I hare had leisure to properly prepare in be- 
half of the minority of the Committee, and 
in consonance with the views I have more foQf 
Indicated in my speech daring the first week of 



iti.ms I will offer, at a 
ks a substitute for those or the ma- 

M-niniittee. 
then road his resolutions, as fol- 

'hat whilst denying the legal right 

WBt k from the Union, (at assumed 

tnieation which has been made to 

minissiouer from the State of 

.if in lion thereof the right 

I raffidAat reason ariso tuero- 

liUt in. common, with the State of 
leplore and reprobaco the sectional 
iuty uud fraternity so forcibly pre- 
CommUsiouer, wo are nevertheless 
Of fu! dot mill we de»- 

complaines shall have been specifi- 
vailingly submitted to the Northern 

concur with tho Commissioner of 

.. that the possession of slave 

coastiiutional right, and as such 

nue to bo recogni/.cd by tin- Federal 

if it shall invade or impuir 

he slnwholding State* should ho 

in Id defense; and that la such 

l.-gi l imntely follow, thU State will 

ngor and the destiny of her 

ylng upon the restoration of frater- 
m the basis uf adjustment thus and 
jie.l in tin- action of this Conven- 
ts requested to communicate 
ding States a copy of its re- 
invoke for them the same earnest 
I consideration in which they are 
id which restrains this Convention 
jer criticism npon the mode or man- 
es or ih« Influences for the action 
5 Stales — than to add, that it has 
lfcigned regret. 
l. I have rote I that there 1* no adc- 

the present time to impel Missouri 
r relations with the General Gov- 
t, while I gave that vote, I think it 
to myself and to my constituents 

report that has been read is not 
a proper spirit, and is not In the 
10 ■!■— ilsfstlsllH State should mani- 
aother; and therefore, sir, as one 
rsof the committee presenting the 
to state that I have not been able 
tsscnt. 

i I believe the gentlemen of this 
» anxious to adjourn . I am not 
to *ay what discussion that report 

It is a very long document, and 
b, I Judge, will not be pre parol to 
present. The most of the report, I 
jmoik in all kindness, is on a sub* 



ject not referred to the committee. I do not un- 
derstand that this Convention relcrred the speech 
u. r the ( -omuiissi'iuur from Georgia to the committee 
•u that u reply would ho made. 
I understand that the ordinance of so 
and the credentials of the gentleman were re- 
ferred to the committee, but a large majority 
of the report is devoted to a reply to the 
Of the I r, which was not referred to the 

Committee. As a large majority of the members 
of thi- Oouratkm desire that tills Con 
shall be speodily tenninatnl I therefore re now 
rnvriMtioii; but I will not renew my motion to 
prim, because tho journal will be printed before 
the Convention meet* again, and they will then 
Iiutc the report before them a« printed in tloj 
journal. I therefore move to Iny the report on 
the table, and make it the special order for the 
third Monday of December next, 

Mr IUi.i, of Buchanan. Is it in a 
amend that proposition. I wonld like to amend 
by moving that the report be laid on ihe table and 

The Chair. It is not in order. 

Mr. Welch. I wish to remark that I intended 
to itv ludc the Minority Report also, 

Mr. Knott. As a member of the Committee 
[ feel it is duo to myself to muke a persona! ox- 
plunntion. I have not had the pleasure of at- 
tending a meeting of this Committee at ull.on 
account of Indisposition which I have been la- 
b-iriug nnder for several days. Furthermore, I 
wus not in the Convention when the com- 
mittee was appointed, or I should have n 
hint of order. I believe this whole matter 
ought to have been referred to the Committee on 
Federal Relations. 

1'lu- Ciiai it. I wonld sny tho gentleman is out 
of order. 

Mr. Knott. I simply desire to make a per- 
sonal explanation. 

The Cii a i u. The gentleman must confine him- 
self to personal explanation without giving his 
opinions as to what should have been done. 

Mr. Knott. I ask leave of the House. 

TheCiiAni. Tho question will be .on granting 
the gentleman leave. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. Kwott. I was In favor of discharging 
thi* committee nnd referring this subject to Uu 
Committee on Federal Relations. I so e*i 
myself to a number of gentlemen of this Con- 
vention. For one, sir, I did not then, and do not 
now, see the propriety of this Convention reply- 
ing to the speech of the Commissioner from 
Georgia. Georgia adopted an ordinance of se- 
cession, and transmitted it without argument or 
explanation, to the State of Missouri, through 
All, then, that courtesy to 
Georgia, and a sense of onr own dignity, would 
require, at our hands, would simply be to trans- 
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mit to Georgia oar action upon that hMUflrwltb- 

ont explanation . There are many thin*.' in the 

..hi h, taken separately, I can indorse; but 

: tiers which I cannot. I hope 

the motion to postpone to December will be car- 

Mr Dexdebsoic. I wish to make one remark, 
in the shape, of a personal explanation simply. 

-tate that the committee might hare come 
to an earlier conclusion in regard 10 this matter, 

not been for the fact that I was compelled 
nimittoo. on Federal Relations, 
and was engaged there during the earlier pari Of 
the session of the Convention, and my friend 
Mr. Knott having occasion to go to Jefferson , he 
requested I should not A'-t until his return. Since 

me he has been bo much indisposed as to 
be uunhle to attend our sittings. I have several 
times had it announced from the Secretary's 
desk, and bare gone around personally anions 
Hi.- members of tho Commirtee and requested 
their attendance. Yesterday evening a majority 
Of the committee got together and action was ta- 
ken OB the report. Gov. Stewart and Mr. Knott 
were not at the meeting last night. I went to 
Gov. S. this morning, and lie concurred in the re- 
port, so that makes a majority. I read the reso- 
lution to Mr. Knott this morning;, and he gave as 
an cx< use that ho was too unwell to attend our 
meeting. These are tho facts, Now, in refer- 
ence to the other matter, the communication 
made hy ihe gentleman from Georgia, as I iinder- 

ir, was not only an ordinance of secession, 
but he also presented reasons why Missouri should 
dlllOive her connection with the General Govern- 
ment ami take her stand with Georgia. The re- 
port is not intended as a reply to tho gentleman 
from Georgia. It involves only the natural con- 
sequences flowing from the invitation made 
by him: that we should dissolve our con- 
nection with the General Government and 
unite with Georgia in fhc formation of a separate 
ami distinct Confederacy. That being the invita- 
tion, we owe it, as a matter of courtesy to the 

of Georgia and her Committee, to give our 
reasons why we cannot accept her invitation. 
The report is strictly confined to that matter. 

Mr. Hah., of Buchanan, called for a division 
of At Question. 

The report was then laid on tho table. 

The ayes and noes were then demanded on the 
notion to make the report tho special order for 
the 3d Monday in December next. 

Uiri.ANATIOJI OF VOTES. 

Mr. DtrsfH. Mr, President, I will vote for the 
postponement, for the reasons given by the gen- 
tleman from Clay,, (Mr. Doniphan,) and I fully 
BBBjear in the views just enunciated by him. 
Undone the resolutions presented on behalf of 
the minority of the committee, by my collcange 



mlon, I Mr. Ilirch ;, but a» the reportsub- 

mitt, d by the chairman of the committee is 

a very lengthy one, embracing a wide range ef 

l deem il l whole 

. [n Order to give ample rime for a full 

examination of tho report and resolutions. 

Mr. DotrtrBAKi Mr. President, I dcslr. 
my reasons for voting to postpone. I 
indorse the resolutions read by the get) 
from Clinton, and especially Qn third of the so 
rios — as it contains, substantially, my own 
upon the ntojeets enunciated. A few days ago! 
voted against an amendment offered by 1 1 
tleman from Montgomery, (Mr. Bast,) as I did 
not think such amendment was legitimate, in 
that connection. We were then presenting a ba- 
»i< of adjustment ' ■ Union, an 

not deem it in good taste, or at all proper, to pre- 
sent it in the nature of an u itimaium, or in a spir- 
it of apparent dictation to the other Stall 
or slave— but intended, at a proper time, to pre- 
sent my own views, and those of concurring 
friends, similarly situated, in asoparaw proposi- 
tion; and no opportunity could have been n. -in- 
proper than such a resolution, in answer to flbt 
propositions from Georgia, alone. But as fully 
and heartily as I indorse them, and desirous a* I 
(eel fur this Convention to announce the i 
in this manner, that when nil means have failed, 
in our opinion and the opinion of the imrdorsbm 
States, to obtain any honorable adjustment, that 
their final position must be the same — thci 
est, their honor and their destiny is the same — 
yet, as I do not approve the majority report, an 
deeming it dne to Mifsouri and to ourselves 
to send any sii( b unkind or ungracious measago 
ton sister State, though erring, when wo should 
conciliate, and use every mean? to induce her u> 
return— 1 shall vote fur the postponement 

Mr. Rkdd. While I am prepared to vote for 
the minority report, yet In view of the eottfM 
pursued by this Convention to cut off all amend- 
ments by a motion for the previous question 
made in the same breath mat the resolution is of- 
fered— in view of that policy I shall vote aya. 

Mr. Soi. Smith, When the application of Mr. 
Glenn of Georgia, to be heard In this Con 
was made, I voted against hearing him, and there- 
fore it is that I must explain my vote. I voted 
against bearing the Commissioner from Georgia* 
because the credentials he present! 
vention, oflicially informed us that his object was 
to Invite the co-opcrstion of Missouri in forming 
a Southern Confederacy. Tho Con 
the Dnlted States, which I have sworn 
port, provides (Art. 1, Sec. 10). that " No Stale 
fimll enter into any agreement or compart with 
another State or with a foreign power 
cannot, therefore, entertain his pr" 
Mr. Glenn had come hero asking to bring about 
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a reconciliation between the State* I would 
hare received him with open arms. 

on this question of postponing till the 

ndfty in December, I have this to say : thai 
as the reports art now on (ho table, they 

ible and subject to be called up at 
any time at the will of n majority of this 
House. I am in favor of calling them 
nj> immediately, and I shall therefore fote 
again«t a postponement. I say the Booncr wo 
make our wishes known to Georgia, and Rive 
onr answer, the better; the sooner we tell 
Georgia nnd tho seceded States that Missouri Is 

to stay in the Union, the sooner we can 
bring them back. There fa not one word in 
the resolutions offered in the majority report 
but what I am ready, as one of the members of 
this Convention, to say to our sister Georgia, I 
believe this fa the best way, to bring her 
back into the Union; ami when she is brought 
back, and tho other States are brought back, 
I will join with my friend here. (Mr. Allen,) 
who always answers first when the ayes and 
noes are called— this good looking gentleman on 
my right— I "ill join with him in killing the fat- 
ted calf, when Georgia and the other seceded 
State-, like the Prodigal Son, shall return, 
and will fall upon the necks of their people and 
kdas them; and I will not confine myself to the 
ladles, as he says he will, bat I will kiss erory 
man and every woman and every child in Geor- 
gia, or any other Southern State; and if necessa- 
ry to show my devotion to the Union cause, and 
as a means of bringing them back, I would not 
object, even, to kiss some good looking niggers! 
(Great laughter.) 

Mr. STEWAnr. I shall vote against a postpone- 
ment, and in doing so I desire to explain my i ote, 
I do not approve of the practice, but I consider I 
have just as much right to do so us any other 
mini . My private opinion is, publicly expressed, 
that this Convention was gotten up for the pur- 
pose of putting Missouri out of the Union before 
the delivery of Lincoln's Inaugural address. I 
dissented from that opinion, and I believe I had 
something to do in preventing such u catastrophe 
in nay tail message, which differed most diametri- 
cally from that of Mr. Jackson— Gov, Jackson 
Ile entertained one view of that question, and 
I differed with him, for we can have our rights. I 
am opposed to tho word sceeasion. I do not bo- 
Here there is such a word In the book, I believe 
the encouragement of snch a principle would not 
only destroy the people of the United States, 
but would destroy all Government. I look 
upon this Government, us I look upon a contract 
among gentleman. If two ucntlemen declare 
they will make a contract and say we will invest 
a certain portion of our means, and draw out our 
share of the profits, in proportion to what we put 



in, I think if one of them should take all 
the money, and put it in hfa poekct, and walk off 
with it, that would be secession, tdo not want 
any such prinriplc as that recognised I don't 
think i am obliged to go out be "s'i" or 

any other State has gone out. I bcliovo, how- 
ever, that Georgia has a right to protection 
property, but I don't believe cotton is king, I 
licel'and mutton are as much kings as 
cotton. I l>eliovo the Abolitionists of the North 
have inculcated a false and moek sentiment 
among the people of the N'orth, and I believe If we 
could dispose of many men of this class, it would 
be better for the people generally, yet at the lame 
rime, I think tho South took advantage o! 
own wrong in the Charleston Convention. They 
need 'd right there; sneh men as Yancey — but I 
won't call names — they seceded, and if they 
had not seceded they could have crippled Lin- 
coln's Administration. And then when they got up 
a Committee of Thirty-three In the House of Rep- 
resentatives, i hey seceded again. I read Black- 
stone i . and I understand it tone* 
principle of law and common sense, that no man 
(ball take advontage of his own wrong. Now, I 
think the teooded States, if they had staid in 
would have succeeded, and I say it is a species of 
bad logic to turn around and take advautage of 
their own wrong. I say this Government is car- 
rying out tho great mission for which it woa cre- 
ated, and it has the. right to do it as well as any 
other government. It has the power and the 
right to protect itself against external inv.i.ioii 
■tld internal strife in any shape. A government 
must possess this power; this power to coerce, and' 
1 don't use that word in the sense of common 
deinagoguery — a government Is not worth anj' 
thing if it does not possess this power. A gov- 
ernment that has no constitutional power to pro- 
tect itself is no government at all. I would 
not live in a government if I thought it 
did not possess tho mornl power for coercion. 
This word coercion is very ranch abused. If any 
gentleman will rend Webster's dictionary, bs I 
hove, although I don't pretend to be much of a 
scholar, bo will find that coercion means to con- 
trol by any kind of force. If I made a speech 
here to-day, and I should convince somebody 
that T was right', that would be coercing, not by 
military force, but by argument. If I felt an in- 
clination to violate the law in some respect, tho 
force of public opinion operating upon me at the 
time, would coerce me. I think that coercion and 
submission follow us to the grave. The mother, 
when she dandles the infant on her knee, or pats 
him on the chin— I think that iscoercion. I think 
the child loves the mother because she coerces 
him, and if she were to take a stick I think he 
would object to it. I used to teach school, and I 
found out that I could coerce the scholars bet- 
ter with tha toft^ft vV*». ^Vfca. "£»» ufefik.- 
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Bat I say a government must possess tlii> 
power of coercion, either in one way or another; 
either by moral suasion or nomc other agency, 
and tnurt exercise its own judgment as to the 
proier means of using its power. 

The vota was then announced as follows : 
Ates — Messrs, Barttett, Bass, Bast, Bogy, 
Brown, Calhoun, Caye.e, Chennult, Collier, Craw- 
ford, Doniphan, Dormell, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, 
Frayser, Flood, Given*, Gorin Gravelly, Harbin, 
Hatcher, Hill, Holt, Hough, Howell, Hudgins, Ir- 
win, Jamison, Kidd, Knott, Manuaduke, Matson, 
If cCorniack, McDowell, Morrow, Moss, Noell, 
Philips, I'mineroy, Rankin, Redd, Ritchey, Ross, 
Rowland, Sawyer, Sayre, Shackelford of How- 
ard, Slnicki'lford of St. Louis, Sheeley, Waller, 
Watklna, Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, Zimmer- 
man— 56. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Birch, Breckinridge, 
Bridge, Bu»h, Eileen, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, 
HaU of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, Henderson, 
k - , 1 1 iti -lu-ock. Holmes, How, 1-1*11. .lack- 
bod, Johnson, Leper, Linton, Long, Marvin, 
Matipin, McClurg, MeFcrran, Meyer, Norton, 
Orr, Ray, Scott, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. 
LoaU, Stewart, Tindall, Turner. Wilson, Wright, 
Vanbnskiik, Mr. President— 40. 

So the report was referred. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the seventh resolution and the amendments 
thereto. 

Mr. Shackelford, of Howard, withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. Wilsow asked leave to withdraw his 
amendment. 

The Chair decided it contd not bo withdrawn, 
except by the consent of the gentleman from 
Clinton (Mr. Birch.) 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, then offered the fol- 
lowing substitute to the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Clinton ; 

" The President of the Convention shall bo add- 
ed to the committee, and .shall bo, cx-omdo, 
chairman of said committee." 

Mr. Bincn. I prefer that the subject be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Federal Rclations- 
and that they report ot 2 o'clock to-day. I make 
that motion. 

By Mr. Gahtt. Reaohitd, That tha report of 
the Committee on the communication of the Com- 
missioner of Georgia, together with both sets of 
resolutions accompanying the same, be printed 
for the use of this Convention. 

Mr. Wjslch. I move to insert 100 copies, 
Mr. Gantt. That would hardly be enough. 
The additional expense would be slight. I sug- 
gett20Q copies. 



Mr. Welch. I will am m.-! by inserting ISO, 

Mr. Gantt. I assure the gentleman ti. 
in ■ m expense will be so trifling aanottobt 
considered. 

The CiiAin. If there is no objection two Ian- 
drcd copies will be inserted. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Redd. The next reeoluiion is tha result 
tion embraced as supplementary to thoitpuri 
of the Committee on Federal Relation* cowob- 
ing a Border State Convention. I desire to offa 
a substitute for that resolution. 

Mr. Welch. I move that the Conveniton sd- 

jram mi 2 o'clock. 
Motion sustained. 

AFTEHSTOON 8ES8IOS. 

Convention assembled at 2 o'clock. 
Mr. Gamble, from the Committee on Fctail 
Relations, presented the following substitute ft* 
the- seventh resolution, which was adopted: 

Rtsoh'cd, That there shall be a committee » 
consist of the President of this Convention, wbo 
shall be ox-offlcio Chairman, and seven rorabrn, 
one from each Congressional District of the State, 
to be elected by this Convention, a majority of 
which shall have power to call this Convention 
together at such time prior to the third Monday 
of December, and at such place as they may thiol 
the public exigencies require, and in <-ase anyTi- 
caney shall happen in said committee, by de*ta, 
resignation or otherwise, daring the recess of uu» 
Convention, the remaining members or member 
of said committee shall have power to fill Bath 
vacancy. 

Mr. Gamble also, by common consent, chang- 
ed the phraseology of Mr. Shackelford's aflkflst- 
met to the 5th resolution, so as to make it hat 
nlse with that resolution, The amendment refer 
red to now reads as follows ; 

"And in order to the restoration of bannoo' 
and fraternal feeling between the different 
{Ions we would recommend the policy of with- 
drawing the Federal troops from the fort* wnhss 
the borders of the seceding States where there 
danger of collision between the State and Federal 
troops." 

The special report of the Committee on Fedetil 
Relations in regard to calling a Border Stat* Cos 
venlion, was next taken up. 
Mr. Rxdd offered the following substitute; 
Wheke as, The Convention of the State of 
ginia now|in|^ession has adopted a resoluton 1st 
following words, to-wit ; 

"The peculiar relations of the States of Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
i n&«Kft, Kentucky .Missouri and Arkansas 
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>t her States make ft proper In the judgment 
of this Convention that the former State* should 
ten-u.lt together find concoct such measure* lor 
lh«tr final action as the honor, the interests, and 
Ibe safety of the people thereof may demand, and 
far that purpose the proper anthorltes of those 
States are requested to appoint commissioners to 
meet commissioners to be appointed by this Con- 
vention on behalf of the people of this State, at 
Frankfort, in the State of Kentucky, on the last 
Me* lay In May next;" and 

WtfEBEAS, This Convention approving of said 
rwo la i ion, and being: desirous of co-operating 
witk the States named therein for the purposes 
therein named ; therefore 

iuohted. That seven commissioners he ap- 
pointed by the President of this Convention to 
tnect the commissioner* from the States named 
in this resolution at the time and plane therein 
named, and said commissioners are hereby in- 
structed to report their action and the action of 
aatddsTbvention to this body at the next meeting 

Mr. Sawyer offered the following amendment 
to the substitute: 

Strike out all after fie word resolved and In- 
sert: That seven delegates, one from each Con- 
gressional district, bo elected by the qunlined 
voters of the respective districts, whose duty it 
shall be to attend at the time and place designated 
by the Convention of the Slate of Virginia, lor 
the meeting of delegates from fbe Border State*; 
and if there shall assemble then and there, dele- 
gates duly accredited, from a majority of the 
State? invited to sacta Convention, then the dele- 
gates from this State shall enter into conference 
with them, and shall endeavor to devise a plan for 
the amicable and equitable adjustment of all mat- 
ten in difference between the State* of this Union , 
E tli is Convention urges the Legislature of thi.i 
-. to make provision by law for the election of 
delegates by the people; and in the event the 
Legislature shall fail to make sach provision by 
law for such election, then that the President of 
this Convention shall appoint said delegates, and 
the delegates selected under this resolution, shall 
report their proceedings in such Conference, and 
any plan that may be there agreed upon, to this 
Convention, for its approval or rejection. 

Id order to the better nnderitanding of the 
above amendment and substitute, we reproduce 
Che original resolution reported by the committee. 
It is as follows; 

LWmnSAS, It i* probable that the Convention 
the State of Virginia, now in session, will re- 
quest a meeting of Delegates front the Border 
States for the purpose of devising tome plan for 
the adjustment of our national difficulties : and, 
whereat, the State of Missouri participates strong- 



ly in the desire for such adjustment, and 
to show respect for the wishes of Virginia; 
fore, 



fie it Resolved, That this Convention will elect 
— Delegates, whose duty It shall be to attend 
at such time and place as may he designated by 
the Convention of the Stat? of Virginia for the 
meeting of Delegates from the Border States; 
and if there should assemble, then and there, Del- 
egates duly accredited from a majority of the 
States invited to such Conference, then the I Me 
gates from this Convention shall enter into con- 
ference with them, and shall endeavor to devise a 
plan for ibe amicable and equitable ailji. 
of all matters in difference between the States of 
this Union. And the Delegates appointed under 
thin resolution shall report their proceedings In 
such Conference, and any plan thai may be there 
agreed upon, to this Convention, for its approvid 
or rejection. 

Mr. Redd explained that, when the proposi- 
tion for a BorderState Convention was bet'on? the 
Committee, they had not the Virginia resolution 
calling snch a Convention before them, and con- 
M'|ii- 1 itly did not know whether It was proposed 
by the Virginia Convention to hold a Convention 
of all the border States, or only the border slave 
States. Hence the phraseology adopted in tho 
original resolution. But now ho held a copy of 
the Virginia resolutions in his hand, and as they 
called for a Convention of the slave States only, 
he had worded his substitute accordingly. There 
was also the further difference between the origi- 
nal resolution and the substitute, that while the 
former proposed that the delegates be elected by 
the Convention, the latter proposed that they be 
appointed by the President. 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan. Tho Commit!. 
reported the original resolution were not aware, 
nor do they now know, what sort of a Convention 
the State of Virginia may recommend. Virginia 
has not at this time passed any resolution upon 
this subject, There Is no doubt, however, that it 
will pass n resolution recommending a Conven- 
tion of tho border States. We do nut know 
whether that resolution will recommend a Con- 
vention of alt the border States, or merely of the 
slave States; hence it Is that our Committee have 
recommended the appointment of Commission- 
ers to meet the Commissioners or other States at 
such convention as the State of Virginia may 
recommend. Our object is to eo-operato with 
Virginia in any effort which she may make to 
preserve, this- Union, and bring about a settle- 
ment of existing difficulties. I now move to nil 
the blank in the original resolution with the words, 
"one delegate from each Congressional district." 

Mr. Sawybr. I desire to say, that tho amend- 
ment offered by mo. Is difltrent from the original 
resolution and the substitute of the gentleman 
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from Marion in this, Unit it provides for an elec- 
tion or delegate* by tha people, and urges the 
Legislature to make provision by law for holding 
miuli an i-li;>-:iuii ; and, If 1 1 1 «• Legislature Jail in 
this, It gives the appointing power to the Prcsi- 

■ i the Convention, I have offered it for 
the purpose of testing ibe mom of this Couven- 
ln regard to submitting the ilcetkm to lh» people. 

i urious Districts. 

Mr, Hail, of Randolph. It is possible, sir, 
that the action of this Border State Convention 
may be of immense importance to out country. 
The md of the country may depend npon the 
character of that body, and it is suggested, If the 
border slave States should undertake to n«-t in BOB- 
cert tor the destruction of onr country, the}- ma} - 
he able to accomplish it. It is all important thnt 
it should be composed of patriotic, Union- 
loving men. For that purpose, sir, it is very 
desirable that the influence of Missouri should 
lie used in favor of the Union. It is de- 
■arable we should select the best men we 
can tind. I object to any nmiiigemeul in 
the selection of delegates that will prevent us 
from selecting the best men in our body. I ob- 
ject to the proposition of selecting one from each 
Congressional district, because it precludes us 
from tlio choice of the best men we bare. It Is 
not at all probable that this Convention, under 
any arrangement, will select men thnt do not ex- 
press the sentiments of a majority of its mem- 
bers: but while weshall selectsucb, under any ar- 
rangement, it is very desirable thnt, in addition 
to that (nullification, they should have the quali- 
fication of giving weight to their recommenda- 
tions, and of having the power to enforce their 
views in any assembly in which they may act. 
Among the UniOH loving-men, therefore, wo 
want men of weight, men of talent, of influence; 
those who will exert upon the- delegates from 
other States all the influence that those qualities 
and that character can give them. 

I moreover have some objection to the number 
of delegates. I can find, In my opinion, five men 
thnt will more fully meet the views of tho ma- 
jority of this Convention than seven; jnst as, in 
my opinion, seven delegates would bo more 
efllcicnt than a larger number. My own choice 
wouM be three; but, inasmuch as a precedent 
has already been made in the appointments to the 
Ponce Conference, of representing this State try 
five, I will propose that the blank be tilled by 
five. 

Mr. Sdbblet. I have come hero, Mr. Presi- 
dent, pledged to go for a border slave State Con- 
vention. I have come hero determined to make 
every exertion I conld to save this Union— to 
leave nothing nndono that, in my judgment, 
would tend to promote peace and harmony all over 
my country. I have come to the conclusion that 



the best tiling that could be done to bring •DoU 
such a result, would be the calling of | 
slave Statu Convention, Wh an w 

these States to co-operate with each I 
not go out until they all can agree, and by ilit 
means yon keep them together. Ton k 
in the Union, and yon giro time for the Northern 
mind to react, ami give us such ConnimtioM) 
guarantees as we are willing to accept I tw 
Here, in this case, thnt time is the essence of the 
contract. If we can got time, sir, all will be 
right, 1 have no doubt of it myself. I 
believe if you give the Northern people 

«• t, they will, with a unanimity unprece- 
dented, inmo up and give us our guana- 
tees. Then the question arises, what Is the best 
mode and manner to call such a Convention. 9 

B in distributing delegate* in every portion 
of the State, and I will say to the gentleman ftom 
Randolph, that we have men of talent in enrf 
portion of the State, and there is not a ( 
signal District but what hnr as many men worthy 
to be elected delegates to the Convention u the 
resolution requires, and more — men In whom A* 
people would confide ; men In every respect qui- 
tiled to represent ub in any Convention whatsvar. 
I do not believe we have the right to confine onr- 
selves, in the election of delegate*, to tbi 
There are. others just as well qualified to reprewnt 
the State. I also think we should have H 
many delegates aa we have members of 
It Is true that we are at present the imra 
representatives of the people. They hiivo lint 
lately elected us, and it may be supposed th*t me 
are the immediate exponents of thdr wishes. Ws 
i the delegates, but the people can tied 
them better than we can. Believing thettuey we 
the proper source of power, in this as in all i 
respects, and that it is wrong to take the 
from them, I shall vote for the amendment 
Sawyer. 

Mr. Shackelfobd, of Howard, moved the 
previous question, which was snstaL 

The question being on the adoption of Mr 
Sawyer's amendment, the following g-'i 
explained their votes : 

Mr. Hknukuwox, I desire to ray that I am 
decidedly in favor of selecting one delegate from 
each Congressional District. I have no objec- 
tion at all to an election by the people. I look 
to tho people to settle these questions, and if thk 
was a Convention called for the purpose of al- 
tering or amending the Constitution, I should 
most assuredly vote for the proposition offered 
by the gentlemen from Lafayette, (Mr. Sawyer.) 
Bat that is not the object of the Convention. 
We have met here for the purpose of deviata* 
some means for settling our national difficulties- 
The amendment proposes to refer the matter of 
au. election of delegates to the Legislature. Nov. 
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t do not knotr nt what time Virginia will call a 

- States' Convention, but it may bo talons 

we can have an election by the people, and I am 

therefore in favor of electing the delegates by 

this Convention. I do not, by any moans, «i.jr. I 

Jo the ncrton of too people, but would rather 

have the Convention elect in this instance, be* 

of rln? difficulty in time. 

Again, according to ttrti amendment, if the 

Legislature fail to prescribe an election by the 

people, then your Honor will bo called upon to 

ww. I have the frrcatcst enttti 1 1 
Honor, but still I may bo excused for preferring 
that the Convention should act la a matter of M 
much respotulbility at this. I ahull therefore 
Tot* against the amendment. 

Mr. Hnsonra. This proposition of a border 
slave State Convention Is one that [ look upon as 
better calculated to bring about ijq adjustment of 
our present dilllculties and restore harmony, ihnn 
any other measure passed upon by this body. It 
is more important than anything else wo have 
voted upon, and as the selection of these dele- 

la a matter of the utmost importa: and 

having the greatest responsibility attached to it, 
ncltned heartily to concur In the amend- 
ment of die gentium an from Lafayette. I believe 
in letting the people take this matter (nti 
own hands and assume the whole responsibility. 
I baUere that there are intelligent men outalde of 
this Convention— in every district— who are fully 
capable to do justice to the mission which la con- 

;■■ them under the resolution. I shall there- 
fore vote aye on the amendment. 

Mr. Moss. I believe in the policy of letting 
the people select their representative* in all mat- 
effecting their interest But, sir, in this 
case, all the Issues that will be presented to the 
Border State Convention, were before the peoplo 
in the election of their delegate** to this Conven- 
tion. Now, sir, if there was a question of public 
submitted to this COBfeilUOn, that had not 
been thoroughly canvassed before the people, I 
should be in favor of leaving this election to the 
people, but the whole question lias In en can- 
vassed before them, and their delegates tame 
here virtually instructed by the people what they 
are to do. The .-ontiiucnt:-', I presume, of the 
delegates hen arc the sentiments of the people of 
Missouri, and I sh nil therefore vole against tho 
amendment. I am opposed to going bock be- 
fore tbe people, and going into a game of hurd 
K -rabble with the secessionist! ns to who shall 
havi- BM pome in that Bonier Slate Convention. 

Mr. Norton. I desire to explain the reasons 
which will impel mc to vote sirninst this amend- 
ment. The proposition now before tho BaaUKb 
tion is to send delegates to a Border Stiv 
tion, which may or may not meet. That Conven- 
tion is to be convened upon a hypothetical state of 



file'-. If the Statos of Virginia, Maryland, Dela- 
ware, North Carol inn. Mlasotui, Arkansas, etc., Or 
a majority of them, were to send delegates to a 
i:,h\|it f-tnte Convention, then cbs dtlagaJM ipj 
pointed by this Convention, or elected by the peo- 
ple, or appointed by (ha President, as the case 
may bo, would be authorized, under (his n-solu- 
tion, to OB rtlb tho co delegates 

in tiiut Convention. The asi»ambliiiK of tliatCon- 
vention i* baaed upon a hypothetical state of facts* 
What are the tacts ! In North Carolina, no Con- 
vention bus been culled; Tennessee has voted 
agnlnst a Convention. From Mary .ami and Ivl- 
aware our advices are that there will be no Con- 
ventions there. The Legislature of this State is 
now in session, and I am informed that it 
designs adjourning on Monday. I am in 
favor of ever) - delegate who will represent 
i in a Border State Convention being 
selected by the people. I am in favor o: 
coming frc-h from the people, and if there was 
any probability that tit undcrstand- 

ingly elected by the people — that is to sa> 
they could be elected by the people with a know- 
ledge of the Tact that tho Border State Convention 

convene— I sboul-J moat heartily tuvon 
amendment. As it i-, I doubt whether the Leg 
Latare, not knowing whether i Border State Con- 

veiiti-iii will a--euili!e. ami if it uiil n-uaMc, t| 

what time it will assemble, has the authority to 
order an election of delegates by the people. I 
trust and hope and pray that a Border State Con- 
vention may be held; but I do not see any neces- 
sity now for incurring tho expense of a popular 
election; nor do I know, as I remarked, tha( the 
Legislature, under the circumstances, has the 
power to order inch an election. 

The amendment proposes that, In case the 
Legislature shall fail to provide tar an elec- 
tion, the President of this body shall havo 
power to appoint the reqidalte number of dele- 
gates. Now, with all due deference to the 
patriotic qpaHttea and high -mindedness of the 
President, I am still of opinion that if #• 
cannot get an election by the people, an elers 
tion by this Convention is the nrxt best 
thing which we can do. I bett r« that this 
QUSflflon has been fully canvassed before th<* pi o- 
ple, ami that we are prepared to reflect the* senti- 
ments of the people in electing Delegate! 
I Amvenlion. I shall then -fore veto against the 
amendment. 

M i . Out. Mr. President— 

Tlf- I "ilaih. I will say to tho Convention (hat I 

de. in it my duty to enforce the ratal in regard to 
the explanation of votes mure strictly than has 
heretofore been the cose. I cannot allow gentie- 

| -trier ev.pluiKitintl ■■ 
votes in regard to the question [lending. 
Mr. Onn. Well, sir, I shall voce against this 



Stole ten thousand dollars. That's all. I Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. Phillips. Mr. President— I should be 
pleased to vote for this amendment, inasmuch as 
tt was oftVred by my colleague. Bui, iff, far At 
reasons given by the gentleman from l'lutit". who 
has just a«i;mcd the objections entertained in my 
own mind, I am forced to rote acalnst it Not 
that 1 am opposed to remitting thin election im- 
mediately to the people; for I believe that the 
great heart of the people of this State is | 
and true, and that tliey would delegate 1MB to 
Frankfort trustworthy. But, sir, believing the 
plan proposed by the hih.-ti. 1 1 n--n t for gcr:i 
matter before the people, to bo impracticable, I 
vote no. 

Mr, Ponebot, I go upon the prineiplethat tho 
less agitation we have nt present on tbo slavery 
qtMHttflil, the better It is. A popular elactlon, 
such a* Hint propoaofl in the amendment, will ho 
liable to produce a good deal of excitement, and 
b' Ml I dull vote against it. I think that the 
people have given us full power to elect flsBM del- 
egates, and T um convinced that nothing will so 
much retard a restoration of peace and fraternal 
feeling, as tho continued agitation of the slavery 
question. 

Mr Redd. Mr. President, I shall slate briefly 
the reason for the vote I shall give. Tho gentle- 
men who oppose the UMBdmenl have satisfied 
me I ought to go for It. It Is true that Maryland, 
(forth Carolina und Kentucky have not yet called 
conventions; perhaps ihc reason is that they am 
afraid to trust the people. While lam not afraid 
to trail the President of tills body, I Sin not 
afraid to trust the people with the selection of 
their own agent*, nor am I afraid to meet the se- 
cessionists of Missouri, (as some of the gentle- 
men appear to be,) before the people of Missouri. 
I shall therefore vote aye. 

Mr. Ritchet. I am opposed to a Border State 
Convention, for the reason that the Constitution , 
makes no provision for such a convention, and it 
being a sectional convention its effect will lie to I 
create a degree of prejudice in the minds of our I 
Northern brethren, and thereby endanger the ad- 
justment of our national difficulties In a National ' 
Convention. And further, all that can be done in '' 
In a Border State Convention can be done in a 
National Convention, where the propositions of i 
tho twjrder States can be ratified or rejected, : 
However, iT proposition* made hy tho bordei- 
States in a national convention should be r 
ted, then I should be in favor of a Border State | 
Convention to determine what course of policy 
should then be pursued hy the border States. I 
vote no. 

Mr. S:m-Ki.i,K"i:i>, of Howard. Tho 'Border 

Suite Convention is merely a conference on the 

pure i>i' com mii.'!oaer$ sent by the States, and 



their action has no legal sflbel at all; and siw» 

have already provided (br delegates | 

nl Convention, to 1 

a* this National Convention will have superior 

power, and masl either adopt q 

sitions of a Border State Convention , 1 ilml) mte 

no on this amendment. 

Mr. Stewart. I shall vote against this emma- 
ment for the reason that I believe the jwtle 
are practically hrrt. I believe the 
this Convention are the people. I believe tn«onr 
great fratnro which distinouishes a republican 
government from a monarchy U, that iu a rcpnV 
bean government the people, are not only the 
somen of power, bul they are tltt powerj a ail a* 
it would be impracticable for the whole people to 
act in a body, they send representatives, and set 
through them. I think any lawyer knows thst 
I say that this Convention is bigger titan the Leg- 
islature, li i" the State itself i*apie. 
There is only one practical question berore the 
people, and that is whether this State shall g> 
out of the Union because cone 
combination of States Mis her to go 
whether she shall mind her own basinets. Mr, 
Presidm 1 , I beUerethal this Convention I 
right to put its thumb right on this Legislators— 
| Hero tho ham mer flnl I ] 

Mr, Howell. 1 have been in favor, and am 
now in favor of getting an adjustment of all then 
difficulties which surround u*. Ani since this 
amendment was offered, upon further consid- 
eration I have become satisfied that it wo aid he 
impracticable; and as I am in favor of dotal 
something which i» practicable, and forthe reason 
ihat this Border State Convention is to be purely 
a consulting convention, and its final detemisa 
tion will have no binding effect whatever op"r 
I hi* Stale, and its action will have to In? refenwl 
back to this Convention tor its approbation,! 
vote no on this amendment. 

Mr. Allen asked leave to change his vote Irani 
aye to no. 
The vote thereupon stood as folio 
Ayes— Bnrtlett, Hast, Birch, Brown, Calhoun. 
Cayce, Cheoault, Collier, Crawford, Doniphan 
Donnell, Douglas*, Drake, Dunn, Frayser, Givou, 
Gorin, Barbln, II..:. her. Hill, Holt, B 
Hudgins, Jamison, Marmaduke, Mataoo. Rankin, 
Redd, Ritchcy, Rowland. Sawyer, Sayre, Seott, 
Sheeley, Waller, Watkins, and Zimmerman— SI. 
Noes— Alien, Base, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Bridge, Bush, Kitzen, Flood, Foster, Gamble, 
Gantt, Gravelly, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Ran 
dolph, Henderson, Hcndrtck, Hitchcock, Hoi; 
How, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Jacknoa, .lohnaon, 
Ki lil. Leper, Linton, Long, Marvin, 
McClurg. MeCorrjiBck, KoDowoJI, M 
Meyer, Morrow, Mus.i, Nnell, NortO 
Uf&i Powcroy. Ray, Ross, Smith of Linn, 



of St, Louis, Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford 
of St. Louis, Stewart. Tlndall, Turner, Welch, 
Wfbjon, Woodson, Woolfolk. Vanbuskirk, and 
Mr. Pree ident-- 57. 

Amendment declared rejected. 

Mr. Redd, by common consent, •withdrew his 
ate, and offered the following amendment 
to the original resolution : 

"Strike out 'lo lie elected by 1 1 1 i -« Convention,' 
and hUOl to be appointed by the President of this 
OonTcntion i:i place thereof." 

Amendment rejected by the following vote: 

Ajea— Bass, Bast, Brown, Drake, Flood, (ov- 
ens, Gorin, Hatcher. Iludgin*, Matson, Redd, 
Sawj'er. Havre, Turner, Woodson — 15. 

Noes— Allen, Bartlett, Birch, Bogy, Breckin- 
ridge, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Cnycc, Chenault, 
Crawford, Doniphan, Dunn, Eitzcn, Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gantt, Gravelly, Hall of Buchanan, Harbin, 
Henderson, Hendriek, Hill, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, Hough, How, Howell, ) r « in, UM1, Jack- 
son, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leper, Linton, 
Long, Marmaduko, Marvin, Maupin, MrClurg, 
IGoCormsv k, |ft Howell. McFcrran, Meyer. Mor- 
row. Moss, Noell, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, 
Rankin, Ray, Rite hey, Rosa, Rowland, Scott, 
Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of St. Louis, 
Sbeeley, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Stew- 
art, Tinduli, Waller, Watkins, Welch, Wilson, 
Wool folk, Wright, Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman, 
Mr. President— 7S. 

Mr 1 1« » i •;» asked the unanimous consent of 
the Convention to read a substitute for the origi- 
nal resolution, which he hud prepared. Objections 
being made, ho withdrew his request. 

Od motion of Mr. Bai.1V, tie blank in the res- 
olution, by unanimous consent, was filled with 
the word.-, seven delegates, one from each Con- 
gressional District. 

Mr. Dins said he would oner one remark for 
the bench t of the Convention, before the Conven- 
vention proceeded to vote on the resolution. It 
was this: that he had on almost every question 
which had come tip before the body, so voted ns 
to require no explanation. He hoped that others 
would take the hint and do likewise, li 
greatly facilitate the action or the Convention. 
The vote was thereupon taken upon the adoption 
Of the- resolution, and resulted as follows: 

Ate s.— Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, Bo- 
gy, Breckinridge, Bridge Brown, Bnsh, Calhoun, 
Oayce, Chenault, Collier, Crawford, Doniphan, 
Donncll, Douglass, Drake, Dunn, Eitzen, Fray- 
ser, Flood, Foster. Gamble, GanM, Givena, Gorin, 
Gravelly, Hall of Buchanan, Hall of Randolph, 
la, i Int' her, Henderson, Ht-ndrick, Hill, 
Hitch- "« k, Holmes, Holt. Hough, How, Howell, 
Hudgins, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson. Jamison, John- 



son, Kidd, Knott, Linton,- Long, Marmailuke, 
Madaon, Maupin, McClurg, McCormack 
McDowell, McFerran, Meyer, Morrow, Muss. No- 
ell, Norton, Phillips, Pomeroy. Rankin, Ruy, 
Redd, Ross, Rowland, Sawyer, Sayrv, Scott, 
Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of Si. Louis, 
Shceley, Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Lonis, 
Stewart, Tindull, Tnmcr. WalleT, WatktJB, 
Wcleh, Wilson, Woodson, Woolfolk, Wright, 
Vanbuskirk, Zimmerman, Mr. President 
ROM. — Leper, Orr, Ritchey— 3, 
Mr. Irwijt offered the following resolution : 
Retolvtd, Thnt this Convention will adjourn on 

Friday, lit 3 O'clock, r. M. 

Mr. Shackelford suggested that under the 
resolution just adopted, it would be necessary to 
go into an election for delegates to the Border 
State Convention. Other business was before 
tie BOOM, and the Convention might not get 
through by the time specified in the resolution. 

Mr. Rkdd said he expected tho Convention to 
express its sentiments in regard to so mmh of 
the majority report of the Committee on Federal 
Relations, as was prepared by the chairman of 
the Committee, as nn Introductory argument to 
i 'lutions, before adjourning. Mr. Gamble, 
the chairman, had said he was willing to defend 
all the arguments advanced In thnt report before 
the people of Missouri at the proper time, and 
he would now be willing to listen to anything 
which that gentleman might have to say. He 
might also deem it incumbent upon him to re- 
fute some of the arguments, and state the posi- 
tion of Missouri iu accordance with what he be- 
lieved to lie the true sentiments of the people. 
He wanted the Convention to say that the intro- 
ductory argument in this report is not the ioe e 
of the people. 

Mr. Phillips suggested that if this question 
was proposed to be discussed between the gentle- 
men, they might «lo it after adjournment. 

Mr. Inwix said the Convention had been sit- 
ting long enough, and it was highly proper that 
that it should adjourn on the following dny. 

Mr. Meter desired to know whether the reso- 
lution to adjourn would give the Convention 
time enough lo elect delegates to the Border State 
Convention. 

ThcCuAtit. That depends upon the extent to 
which the Convention proposes to go in dl bating 
tho election. 

Mr. Moss. I would like to know If, in ease 
we should want to have un. evening session, we 
can have this haU or some other suitable hall fur 
the purpose. 

Mr, BRB<KIffntIKlE, I will make the ner.-n 
aary inquiry if the gentleman desires. 

Mr. Stewart. If wo can't got a room, we 
may be ablo to camp out somewhere. ILaugb' 
ter. | 
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Mr. Sneers, v. SnppoM we adopt this rc-oln- 
tlon, ami find we cannot get through by to-mor- 
row afternoon, shall wo have the power to re- 
M M ld w Hw vote nnd defer the adjournment ? 

The Chair. Yes, sir. 

(Cries of "noesth ■ ."! 

Mr. Iiiwim's resolution was thereupon adopted. 

Mr. DUBS ottered the following resolution : 

Rtavlved, Thnt the delegates from each Con- 
gressional district be re<|nesied to recommend 
suitable persons for delegates to represent Mis- 
souri in the Border State Convention, and that 
port that recommendation to thia Conven- 
tion to-moirow morning, at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Ham., of Buchanan. I do not see any ne- 
l •■■ dry lor this resolution. If the gentlemen rtp- 
MBttng the various Congressional districts choose 
to make nominations, tliev can do Mj hut I do 
not sec any necessity or propriety of passing a 
resolution to Ihat effect; I therefore move to lay 
it on ihc tattle, 

Mi. Dirch. I hope thnt the motion to table 
will not prevail. I desire that Out iv.-oluitoo shall 
be passed, inasmuch n.» it will aid me in corning 
to a proper conclusion in regard to whom I shall 
votesfor. 

The motion to table was p-ut and carried. 

Mr. C amble. The gentleman from Marion 
seems to have supposed thnt the Convention was 
In some manner committed to the report written 
by me a« Chairman of the Committee on Federal 
Relations. My understanding of the introduction 
of legislative acts is this : When a measure Is to 

»be laid before a legislative body by n Committee, 
it is common for the Chairman to write n report, 
which is mi argument in support of thnt mejiMire. 
For instance, if the Committee on Commerce in 
Congress desires to submit a bill proposing a 
scheme of revennc, the Chnirman of that Commit- 
tee may, if he sees fit, write an argument in favor 
of that scheme; but when the report comes before 
the II "ii -i; it is the bill which is acted upon and not 
tin- argument When the House has gone 
through with the Mil, it may be entirely changed 
in its features, nnd the argument muy be entirely 
incongruous to the bill; and yet I do not know 
that it is ever proposed to change the argument 
So as to suit the bill. I understand thnt this 
HbnM is In no manner pledged to my argument. 
The House acts upon the proposition of the Com- 
mittee, but when it docs so, it acts upon its own 
f the proposition. I do net hold any gen- 
tlemen in t hi- Convention bound to maintain the 
report which I have written, or mainiaiu any- 
thing more than the resolution or resolutions for 
which he has voted. I shall not, therefore, deem 
it proper to enter upon the suggestion made by 
the gentleman from Marion, Lu regard to a de- 
bate ob the report, 
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Tlii'Hvni. WW* -sionof the oe 

man I will state that he is wrong, in my opi 

My impression is that the whole rep' 

for adoption or rejection, ami, nit hough the 

■ry remarks of that report were an 
nicnt offered by the chairman, I take it 
granted that that argument was adopted in iron,. 
mittee, nnd comes before the Convention as a p^ 
of the report. It Decani uf the 

Convention, and they may pass upon the who/a 

i her adopting or rejecting it. So to r u 
reports accompanying bills in Conjrress arc con- 
cerned, only the bills come before Congress (tw- 
its adoption, and n« the reports accomi«iiytBg 
them. But this Is a very different thins, and, in 
my Judgment, the whole report of the Coin 
on Federal Relation* is subject to ainerainttM, 
adoption or rejection by the Convention 

After some further discussion, in which Mem. 
Gamble, Wilson, Sheeley and the Chair, parad- 
patcd, the matter was dropped for the present. 

Mr. BiRcu called up thereport of the Commit- 
tee of which lie was chairman, and havt | 
miltc.I to the Convention whether it would mike 
any further order upon the subject, 

On motion of Mr. Wnsojr, the committee *u 
discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Norton, the Csnventioa 
adjourned. 



NINETEENTH DAY. 

*r Lotus, Starch 224, 1161. 

Convention met at P o'clock. 

Hon. Sterling Pkice In the Chnir. 

Prayer by the Chaplain . 

On motion of Mr. Hail, of Randolph, the 
reading of the minutes was dispensed wfl 

Mr. Henhu;ix rose to make a personal ex- 
planation, lie said a slight mistake hod been 
made in the report of his remarks pendi: 
vote taken on Mr. Shackelford's amendment, and 
re Mated his position as follows: 

I explained in these words when the question 
was put ou the adoption of Mr, Shackelford's 
amendment to the original resolution. I oppose 
the adoption of the amendment, because 1 1 
inal resolution expresses the proper sentiment of 
a request to both the General Government and 
also the seceding State.-, to withhold and stay the 
arm of violence, whereas the amendment in. ad- 
dition thereto reqo 

to give way and yield to u demand made with a 
menace. It seems to eoni ode too much to the 
eWuii o^ \\\c Vigil tight of secession and demand 



of possession of the Fort*. I prefer that tlie Gov. 
eminent would withdraw die troops of its OHTD 
free will and accord. 

A call of the house was ordered, and 28 members 
found absent. 

Mr. Birch moved that the Convention proceed 
agression*! Districts to elect Delegates, who 
■hall have the power to call the Convention fo- 
under the 7th resolution, adopted yester- 
day. Agreed to. 

Mr- Loxo nominated Mr. T. T. Gantt, for the 
first Congressional District. 

Mr. Haul, c-f Buchanan, moved that the nomi- 
nation of Mr. Gantt bo made unanimous. It was 
so declared. 

Mr. WoODsOX nominated Dr. J. T. Matson, Of 
DeKalb county, for the second Congressional Dis- 

Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. Woodson. 

Mr. Redd understood that the nomination of 
Mr. Matson was agreed to by all the counties 
comprising the Congressional District, excepting 
one Senatorial District. 

Mr. Henderson said that by the action of the 
Convention on a resolution which was offered 
yesterday, he considered himself nt liberty to pre- 
sent any name to the Convention. He had not 
been able to attend the meeting of delegates from 
his district. He knew Mr. Woodson to be well 
qualified to act as committeeman, and was will- 
ing to take upon himself the responsibility of 
nominating him 

Mr. Howell. In reply to the observations of 
my friend from Pike, I hare to remark that I an- 
nounced on this, floor lost evening, that the dele- 
gates from the Second Congressional District 
would meet after tea at the Everett House. Judge 
Henderson was notified of that meeting, and in- 
formed me thiil he could not be present. If ho 
called, ho could have found us if ho had de- 
sired to do so. It is true that tho Conven- 
tiuii voted down a proposition to permit 
the delegates from the respective districts 
to select their own delegate to the Border 
State Convention, yet tho resolution giving 
each Congressional District a delegate, was 
was obviously intended to givo a reflex of the 
opinion of tho peoplo in every section of tho 
State. I therefore insist that tho Convention 
should defer to the nominations as made by the 
several delegations, and elect the nominees us the 
sure-t means of relict-ting tho will of the people. 

Mr. Doniphan urged the necessity of harmo- 
nious action. Tho men who were to rBproeeBl 
Missouri in the Bonier State Convention, should 
be of a character to command universal respect. 
This was the more essential, because the Legisla- 
ture might think of sending its own delegates, or 



leaving them to lie ih. led by the people, and in 
lOob case, the delegates of this Convention 
Bhould be able to go before die people and vindi- 
cate their claims to the popular suffrages. 

Mr. Woodson declined the nomination. 

The Secretary commenced calling the roll, pend- 
ing which 

Mr. I1em.i:i:>ox withdrew the name of Mr. 
Woodson. 

On motion of the same gentleman, the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Matson was made unanimous. 

Nominations for tho Third Cottgreasion'Distrfct 
bdDg in order, 

Mr. Wool.-oi.k nominated Mr. J. T. Tindall, 
of Grundy county. 

The nomination was declared unanimous. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, Mr. Robt. 
Wilson, of Andrew county, was nominated for 
the Fourth Congressional District. 

Concurred in unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. Maiivin, Mr. J. Proc Knott, 
of Cole, was nominated for the Fifth Congression- 
al District. 

Concurred in unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. Isbell, Dr. J. W. McClurg, 
of Comdern county, was nominated for tho Sixth 
Congressional District. 

Concurred in unanimously. 

Nominations for tho Seventh Congressional 
District being in order, 

Mr. Boor nominated Dr. McCormack, of Perry 
county. 

Mr. Watkins nominated Mr, Cayce. 

Mr. Cay co declined. 

Mr. Watkins insisted on tho nomination. He 
proceeded to pay a high eulogiom to the character 
and nualiri cations of Mr. Cayco. 

A vote was taken, with the following result: 
McCormack, 56; Cayce, 33. 

Mr. McCormack was declared elected. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, the 
Convention proceeded to the election of Delegates 
to the Border State Convention. 

Sir. Welch, I am not aware whether tho del- 
egates from the different districts have agreed up- 
on delegated to this Conference. It is important 
that this Convention should select men well quat- 
that position. In all probability, as has 
been Intimated, the Legislature of tho Stare will 
order an election, by tho people, of delegates to 
that Conference. Whether, sir.that maybe done or 
not, of course I am not prepared to say, but if the 
Legislature of the State shall assume that responsi- 
bility and order that election, I think ,slr,it becomes 
this Convention to wtoAxaK^ ^Va w» *.?«-. «o&- 
wilUufc vu Vwmi \SMj\oJBCrt* ov. Vteawft. «■»* " 
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believe the delegate! who are selected by this 
Convention, should immediately announce them- 
selves as candidate* for that position. In order to 
avoid the trouble-* of a contested election in that 
Border State Convention. 

Tho Cuaiu. I will state to the gentleman that 
be is out of order. There arc no nominations be- 
fore the Convention. 

Mr. . I nominate Hon. Hamilton B. Gam- 
ble for the First District. 

Mr. Welch. I was about saying, Mr. Prcsi- 
dent, that we should be cautions and wiM in the 
selection of our delegates. I was also remarking 
it would bo the doty of these delegates to an- 
nounce themselves as candidates for the position, 
in order to avoid tho trouble of a contested elec- 
tion la that Convention, and Urns destroy the in- 
fluence which this great Empire Slate of the 
West ought to have in that Convention. Such 
being my views, I was going to remark that I 
hope uo Congressional Distrirton this floor would 
nominate a man who was not able to defend this 
Convention on the stump; that they should nomi- 
nate men who ore able to canvos9 and willing to 
incur that hibor. I know not whether any other 
District except our own has agreed upon a nomi- 
nation. We have nominated a gentleman who is 
able and willing to meet these questions on the 
stump, and I hope every other District will do the 
same thing. 

Mr. Hall, of Buchanan. 1 move that Mr. 
Gamble be chosen unanimously. Motion sus- 
tained. 

Mr. ZlM HERMAN. I rise to put in nomination 
the Hon. John B, Henderson, of the Second Dis- 
trict. It is unnecessary to say anything hi his 
behalf. His past course shows that he is able to 
undertake tho task that will bo assigned him. 

Mr. Howell. At tho Instance of all the dele- 
gates from tho Second Congressional District, ex.- 
OM 1 1 "in tin- like District, I put in nomi- 
nation Judge Woodson. Judge Woodson Li a 
man of large experience and business qualifica- 
tions. He baa been a citizen of tho State up- 
wards of forty years. More than that, ho is a 
good man. He was elected on tho Union ticket 
against what was understood to bo a secession 
ticket. His voice and acts in this Convention are 
aa good a guarantee on thot subject as the Conven- 
tion ought to require. 

Mr. Flood. Permit me to second the nomina- 
tion. It is unnecessary for me or any other gen- 
tlemstn to speak in regard to Judge Woodson. He 
la known to all the delegates in tho Convention. 
With nil dun respect to the other nominee, T do 
not believe there is a man in our distrk !l who will 
reflect the wishes of the people better than Judge 
Woodson. la a word, I will say ho is u Union 
man, and a man in whoae heart there is no guile. 






The vote was announced as follows: 

Henderson, 02; Woodson, 37. 

Mr. Roland. I rise for the purpose of aorni. 
Bating Wm. A. Hal), of K-mdolph county, forth* 
Third Congressional DM 

Mr. <Jivlns. I nominate Mr. Sayre. 

Mr. ROwSZx. I desire to Inquire whether the 
di -legates from that district have agreed upon any 
one? 

Mr. Rowland. I can answer that ten out of thir- — 
teen of the delegates nominated Mr. Hall. I In- - 
tend to be consistent in my actions here, and 
lor delegates who reflect the sentiments 
districts, I shall therefore vote for Mr. Hall. 

The vote was announced as follows : Hall, IN 
Soyrc.ae. 

Mr, Bitten. At a meeting of twelve Ml of 
fourteen of the Fourth District, .lames H. Mosa 
was unanimously 1 hnvo the honor, 

therefore, to put him in nomination; and I ask 
permission to say that he has as well sustained 
the Aug in foreign lands as he sustains It here; 
and his capacity t<> act i ri a Border State Con- 
vention has been made manifest by Ma acts upon 
this floor. 

Mr. G a Nil 1 move the nomination be made 
unanimous. 

Tho motion was sustained. 

Mr, Philips I put in nomination, for the 
Fifth District, Wm. Douglass, of Cooper county. 

Mr. Broth. I put in nomination Mr 
Ingo, of the same district, a gentleman who was 
Bleated upon a Union ticket, who is as sound a 
Union man as lives. 

Tho vote was announced as follows : Don glow 
71,Comingo20. 

Mr. — . I reflect tho will of the i<i 

of the Sixth District in nominating Judge Hen- 
drick. 

Mr. Ibbell. I nominate Mr. Orr. 

Mr. Chxxaitlt. I nomluotc R. W. Crawford 

Mr. Birch. I wish to bo informed it i 
these gentlemen have been agreed upon by a ma- 
jority of the delegates. 

Mr, Turn En. I understand Judge Orr hat 
been nominated by two caucuses. 

Mr. Ciikvvi i r. I would inquire when the** 
caucuses were had. 

Mr. Ttrnek. One of them was hold la 
ing. 

Mr. Ciienai it. If I recollect right one of the 
gentlemen who linn- I voted 

against this Border State Convention. It strikes 
me, if there is to be any contest on tho subject, 
it is important that the Convention 
men who arc favorable to the Border Sti: 
Ntfltooii. 
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Mr.TcMxn eqlimrlttet he did ■ 
» convey the idea Am Mr . Oir tet leeetveda 
majority erf r«q of the dffc'gms , baa he wilted 
» Understood that Mr. Orr ted received a pktral- 
<y of the votes. Mr. Hendriek and Mr. Orr were 
both good Cam men, and Mr. Orr ted been 
' mfiained by the neopte of ha district at 

r. Onn. I wish to uk An y*™ who 

■ me in nomination to withdraw my nuae. I 
"■iQ 't want to be the cause of disturbance in the 
P**rr. I: is said I im a Union tnaa. 1 tm 
J*POhi1 of it. It u said also that I am Opposed to 
ti bonltiT State c on t enti on. I acknowledge 
'*. I m also opposed to the calling of 
this Convention, and the people sent me 
^ere to tee that Missouri was not taken ont of the 
Union. If I jhottldpj to this Border State Conven- 
woatd be for the wdm purpose, ! desire, 
however, that my name be withdrawn. I have 
every confidence in Judge Hendrick, and am ready 
to give him my support. I belie re be would be 
the right man to represent onr interests in a Bor- 
der Stats Convention. I shall take pleasure in 
voting for him, and 1 ask mat my name be with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Isuell. At the request of the gentleman 
I withdraw. 

Mr. CHBS^rLT. At the request of Mr. Craw- 
ford, I withdraw his name. 

The nomination of Judge Hbxdkjck was 
made unanimous. 

Mr. Hatcher. I rise to put in nomination Mr. 
Watkins, of the Seventh Congressional District. 
I hare heard It strangely insinuated in this Con- 
vention that that gentleman was tinctured with se- 
cession. Those who make that assertion do h im a 
great wrong and gross injustice. No one man in 
Southeast Missouri has done as much to put 
down secession as Mr. Watkins. I know of my 
own personal knowledge that ho has cried down 
i i m, that he has declared Hint the election 
of Lincoln *ai not a cause for dissolution, and I 
bave never heard from any gentleman on this 
floor more eftuc ting and touching appeals in be- 
half of the Union thun from that gentleman. 
lie ran as a Union man in his district, and 
he hud no opponent upon his ticket, and 
ut 'tis tntd ho is tinctured with secession. 
I havo noticed particularly, that because some 




bytte< 
(teller chat reamjtit Mid they are tae- 
with swishes In the District from which 
there were tece*>ioa i Saaflraale* thnWI 
t it, hart vera ia furor of is. 
cam -tuck Mr. Watkins cam*. 
not a aeceasioeuat dare raise kit head. Irteltt 
arydagy to correct that i n ta fp teJaaattoawakk 
does great tsgwstkc ami wrong. I nommats Mm 
fbr another reaeosi. That i* tab: lathe Border 
State OoaYcnffcn that ii to be betl, Tirginia win 
probably seal her Tylers, Baud, and Other di*tia- 
gufeted a**, and alter State* *■ tenddi«tin 
gmahed mem. We propose t» tend a gen- 
iteaaa who h as a n d I aay it without di*- 
pengesnent of any otter gentk-man— no su- 
perior in that Coogreanoaal district: besides, 
be U a gcutiecaan who has had a large legnUtivs 
experience. For these reason*, believing he is a 
statesman, among statesmen, sad that be will 
faithfully represent Missouri, and the Union sen- 
timent of Missouri, I place him in nomination. 

Mr. Boot. I nominate Mr. Pomeroy. I be- 
lieve a majority of the delegates of that district 
are in favor of him. 

Mr. Stewart. I know Mr. Watkins, and 
have served with him a grc.-it number of years in 
the Senate. I do not know Mr. Pomeroy person- 
ally. I don't like to vote in the dark, 1 believe 
I should be governed by principle, and not men. 
My personal predilictions are in favor of Mr. 
Watkins, because I know him, but at the same 
time I desire to know how both of these gentle- 
men stand on the question of revolutionising or 
acceding, 

Mr. Boot. I will say Mr. Pomeroy is a DMOD 
man Ho is in favor of staying in the Union as 
long as be can. 

Mr. Watkins. I will say to my friend Jlr. 
Stewart that I am disposed to answer hl« mquiry 
If I understand him, ho wished to know « IhmJm r 
I nm in favor of secession or revolution. I an- 
swer, without hesitation, I am opposed to seces- 
sion and against revolution ; I nm ! 
and will stay in it ns long as there Is any i 
Of prospect nt'.HU- pitting our jnst right*. I think 
the slave States are entitled to guarantees, and I 
think the North ought to grant them, Bui I love 
the Union, and will try orery legitimate, honora- 
ble and proper means to obtain those guarantee*, 
before I go out. 1 nm no secessionist, and never 
hare been. I am no revolutionist, tad never 
Iiuve Ueen. I love tin' Union, uud I ImvO BOtt 

particle of disunion tote In nrj rcjua. 

Mr. Sri uaiii I ■ Id hi..' !<■ Ii 

gentlomen express bis sentiments, 

Mr, POUMOl I will state Unit duiluc tlie 
canvass, I pledged myself to suffer my right arm 
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to be puis led and fall before I would Tote fbr an 
ordinance of secession under the pn. 
MOM, 

Mr. Stewart. I believe I win vote for Mr. 
Watkins. 

Mr. Welch. In casting my vote pn this occa- 
sion, I feci it due to make an explanation. So 
far ae the position* of the two gentlemen 
arc concerned upon secession and Union, I see no 
dlfltaWQCO. Mr. Watkins I have known long and 
well; but fince the commencement of this elec- 
tion, or these noraiuftttonj, I have had but one 
governing motive in my vote, and that U, voting 
for mi-n selected by ■ majority of tbe delegates. 
t therefore Tote for Mr. Pomeroy. 

Mr. ll"i'.;ii. Hy pertniswion of the gentleman 
I will make ti personal explanation. Yesterday 
eve nine it was announced there would tie a meet- 
ing of the delegates ol" the 7th Congressional Dis- 
trict, for the nomination of a candidate for the 
office for which we are now voting. The meeting 
was at my room. All the delegates did not. at- 
tend, but some six or seven were there, and they 
oil expressed themselves for Mr. Watkins. If 
tV |t hi batn any other nseetinfc I in not tiran 
of It. I know Mr. Watkins to be a Union man. 
Hi* action has been in favor of the Union In south- 
east Missouri. There can be no question on that 
subject. 

Mr. Boar. There are fifteen members from 
that District. Eight of those delegates held a 
meeting hut evening and expressed themselves 
In favor of Mr. Pomeroy. 

Mr. Welch. It appearing then that Mr. P. is 
a choice of a majority of tfao district, I shall cast 
my vote for him. 

Mr. Stewart, I desire to change my vote. I 
vote for Mr. Pomeroy. 

The vote was announced as follows : Watkins, 
39 ; Pomeroy, 51 . 

Mr. Bheckjnbidqe presented a communica- 
tion from Geo. R. Taylor, President of the Pacific 
Railroad Company, staring that orders have been 
given to transport members and officers or the 
Convention over bis road free. 

Judge Bibch offered a resolution that was 
unanimously adopted, tendering the thanks of the 
Convention to the Mercantile Library Association 
for the free use of the Library, and other privi- 
lege* granted to them, as well as extending chunks 
to the Hospitality of the citizens of St. Louis. 

Mr. Woolfolk, from the Committee on l'rint- 
inir, presented the following report : 

The Committee on Printing beg leave to report 
that, in accordance, with Instructions the Secretary 
of the Convention has had the printing esteemed 
by Geo. Knapp & Co., the expense of which will 
be less than $300. 

The Committee also report that, in accordance 
wtiJi tho resolution proposed by Mr. Dunn, on 



the 0th Af March, and v. I,, the 

Convention, they contracted with Geo. Knapp A 
Co: to print I ' rigs of tho C 

rutcs not to exceed $500 for 5,000 copies of one 
h inn I red pages. At tho time the contract was 
made it was thought that not more tban one 
hundred pages would be required ; but n.= the pro- 
ceedings are now nearly printed they wfD extend 
over about two humlrcd and fifty 
a book of l*f. i encft, the Committee diem U in- 
valuable; the proof sheets have been tubtmtttd 
to tbe member* interested for revision, end it will 
be the only authorized record, for public use, of 
the proceedings of the Convention. 

The Committee respectfully oak that their ac- 
tion be indorsed by the Convention, and that the 
following resolution be adopted: 
Resolved, That tho account of Geo. Knapp &, Co., 
for printing 5,000 copies of the proceedings of 
the Convention, be audited by tho Committee od 
Accounts, and that the same may bo con 
as printing for the Convention, the payment for 
which is provided for our of the fund apr- 
t.' 1 by the Legislature of the State, for the con- 
tingent expenses of the Convention. 

The report was adopted. 

Mr. Gastt, of St. Louis, offered a resolution 
tendering the thanks of the Convention to the 
Hun. Sterling Trice, President, and Mr Samoel 
lary of tin- Convention, for the able 
Ud i-niirti-mii manner in which iln-y linvo dis- 
charged their duties to the Convention. 

It was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. SiimtLEV offered a resolution Instructing 
the President of this Convention to transmit a 
certified copy of the proceedings of Utis Conven- 
tion to the President of the United State* and to 
tho Governor of each State. 

A resolution was passed tendering the thanks 
ot the Convention to the President of the Pa- 
cific Railroad for his courteous and kind invita- 
tion. 

Mr. Welch offered a resolution Instructing the 
Committee appointed under the seventh resolu- 
tion, that in the event the Legislature should be 
in session on or about the third Monday in De- 
cember, that the Committee -Imuld be empow- 
ered to change the time and place for the i -ailing 
together of this Convention. 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Buchanan, the 
Convention took a recess of one hoar. 

aheh.voox scsstox. 

Convention met at 12J o'clock. 

Mr, Woolfolk offered a resolution in regard 
to tho distribution of cop)'.-" sjf the prin t ed debates 
and proceedings among the mexnt) 
copied the fttlowi by Mr. 

\ B\kd., ■«*&!& teas thereupon adopted!- 
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